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A. ATTENDANCE AND ORGANIZATION OF WORK

Place and date of the meeting

1. The fourth meeting of the negotiating committee of the regional agreement on access to
information, participation and justice in environmental matters in Latin America and the Caribbean was held
in Santo Domingo, from 9 to 12 August 2016.

2. The meeting was organized jointly by the Government of the Dominican Republic and the
Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), in its capacity as technical
secretariat of the regional process relating to the Declaration on the application of Principle 10 of the Rio
Declaration on Environment and Development.'

Attendance’

3. The meeting was attended by representatives of the 22 signatory countries of the Declaration:
Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El
Salvador, Grenada, Guatemala, Honduras, Jamaica, Mexico, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Plurinational State of
Bolivia, Saint Kitts and Nevis,’ Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Trinidad and Tobago and Uruguay.

4. The Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela attended as an observer.

5. Representatives of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and the Compliance
Committee of the Aarhus Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation in Decision-Making
and Access to Justice in Environmental Matters of the Economic Commission for Europe (ECE) were
also in attendance.

6. Also attending were international experts in access to information, participation and justice in
environmental matters, elected representatives of the public and members of the public, in accordance
with the Santiago Decision, the Organization and work plan for the negotiating committee of the regional
agreement on access to information, participation and justice in environmental mattersin Latin America
and the Caribbean’ and the Modalities for participation of the public in the negotiating committee of the
regional agreement on access to information, participation and justice in environmental mattersin Latin
America and the Caribbean.’

7. The meeting was open-ended and webcast live.

See A/CONF.216.13.

See the list of participants in annex 2.

Saint Kitts and Nevis adhered to the Declaration at the meeting.
See LC/L.4011/Rev.1.

See LC/L.4163.
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Chair

8. The Dominican Republic chaired the meeting in its capacity as host country.

B. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

9. The following agenda was adopted:
1. Adoption of the agenda.
2. Actions taken at the national level by the signatory countries of the Declaration on the

application of Principle 10 of the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development and
activities carried out by the secretariat.

3. Negotiation of the regional agreement on access to information, public participation and
access to justice in environmental matters in Latin America and the Caribbean.

4. Other matters.
5. Consideration and adoption of agreements.
C. SUMMARY OF PROCEEDINGS
Opening session
10. At the opening session, statements were made by Bautista Rojas, Minister of Environment and

Natural Resources of the Dominican Republic; Joseluis Samaniego, Chief of the Sustainable
Development and Human Settlements Division of the Economic Commission for Latin America and the
Caribbean (ECLAC); Dolores Maria Duverges, Under-Secretary for Planning and Environmental Land
Management of the Ministry of the Environment and Sustainable Development of Argentina, representing
the Presiding Officers; Natalia Gémez and Euren Cuevas, representatives of the public; and Andrés
Navarro, Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Dominican Republic.

11. After welcoming the participants, the Minister of Environment and Natural Resources of the
Dominican Republic said that his country had been committed since the beginning to the process of
negotiating a regional instrument on access to information, public participation and access to justice in
environmental matters in Latin America and the Caribbean and pointed out that access to environmental
information was enshrined in the Constitution and environmental laws of the Dominican Republic.
Hosting the meeting was an example of his country’s efforts to strengthen and consolidate existing
legislation and to highlight the importance of Principle 10 of the Rio Declaration on Environment and
Development. He noted that it was necessary to strike the right balance between environmental needs and
the advancement of peoples. Lastly, he advocated public participation in defining sustainable
development priorities and invited the countries of Latin America and the Caribbean to join this effort to
strengthen participation and democracy in the region.



12. The Chief of the Sustainable Development and Human Settlements Division of ECLAC referred
to the document presented by the Commission at its thirty-sixth session held in Mexico City in May 2016,
Horizons 2030: Equality at the Centre of Sustainable Development, which described the major changes
taking place on the regional and international levels, such as the widespread economic slowdown,
demographic and urban transition, the global challenge of climate change and the technological revolution
with implications for the economy and employment. In Latin America and the Caribbean, natural resource
degradation was linked to patterns of consumption and urban concentration. The 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development and its follow-up mechanisms aspired to end poverty and hunger; combat
inequalities; build a peaceful, just and inclusive society; safeguard human rights; empower women and
children; and protect the planet. The establishment of the Forum of the Countries of Latin America and
the Caribbean for Sustainable Development was evidence of the will of the countries of the region to
move forward in a collaborative manner. The process of negotiating a regional agreement on access to
information, participation and justice in environmental matters was a clear example that, with an approach
grounded in consensus, autonomy, progressiveness, cooperation and capacity-building, the countries of
the region could tackle global challenges and strengthen environmental governance, thus contributing to
social and economic progress and environmental sustainability.

13. The Under-Secretary for Planning and Environmental Land Management of the Ministry of the
Environment and Sustainable Development of Argentina, representing the Presiding Officers, referred to
the progress made in the development of a common vision of countries’ abilities to ensure peoples’ access
to environmental information. The three pillars of Principle 10 of the Rio Declaration on Environment
and Development, namely access to environmental information, access to environmental justice and
public participation in environmental matters, were indivisible, meaning that when one was undermined,
the other two were also affected. She also drew attention to the synergies between the regional process
and the Sustainable Development Goals.

14. The representatives of the public said that the process of negotiating a regional agreement on access
to information, participation and justice in environmental matters was a commitment to a dialogue around
environmental democracy, which would help to address environmental challenges in Latin America and the
Caribbean. Dialogue and public participation must be strengthened in an effort to avert conflicts, increase
transparency and advance sustainable development. A binding agreement was also needed to make
sustainable development a reality; an agreement which would transcend national legislation and allow high
common regional standards to be achieved, while, at the same time, providing certainty, setting out
governments’ commitments and raising standards of environmental governance in the region. Lastly, they
said that the whole world was watching the regional negotiations and that many forums had cited it as a
clear example of international best practice. The process showed that Latin America and the Caribbean had
decided to base their vision of the region’s future on environmental democracy.

15. The Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Dominican Republic said that the effects of climate
change, which undermined citizens’ rights, could be seen in the Dominican Republic. The effects of
climate change must be tackled jointly and from a regional perspective. Public participation was crucial,
as public policy must be inclusive and participatory. Implementing Principle 10 of the Rio Declaration on
Environment and Development would require a new regional institutional framework, since the State
could not impose it solely by relying on the law; policies must also be legitimized by the support of
society. Lastly, he acknowledged the close cooperation between the Dominican Republic and ECLAC
and commended the Commission’s technical support and expertise.



New signatory to the Declaration on the application of Principle 10 of the Rio Declaration on
Environment and Development

16. The representative of Saint Kitts and Nevis announced his country’s adhesion to the Declaration
on the application of Principle 10 of the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development, which was
welcomed by those present. He also reiterated his Government’s steadfast commitment to rights of access
to information, participation and justice in environmental matters and said that his Government stood
ready to play its part and would make every effort to ensure the adoption of an instrument that would
form the basis for access rights in environmental matters.

Actions taken at the national level by the signatory countries of the Declaration on the application of
Principle 10 of the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development and activities carried out by the
secretariat (agenda item 2)

17. The signatory countries of the Declaration on the application of Principle 10 of the Rio
Declaration on Environment and Development referred to the actions taken at the national level as part of
the regional process for the effective implementation of Principle 10 in Latin America and the Caribbean,
including consultations, meetings and workshops with various governmental and non-governmental
stakeholders, as well as dissemination and awareness-raising activities. Statements were made by the
following delegations:6 Costa Rica, Argentina, Colombia, Honduras, Mexico, Brazil, Uruguay, Antigua
and Barbuda, Chile, Jamaica, Peru, Paraguay, Panama, El Salvador, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines,
Dominican Republic, Plurinational State of Bolivia and Guatemala.

18. The representative of Costa Rica reported on a meeting held with civil society in July 2016 under
the auspices of the Office of the President of Costa Rica and coordinated by the Vice-Minister of
Environment. She said that her country was promoting a national open government strategy and had
established a presidential committee to monitor environmental commitments.

19. The representatives of Argentina reported on a workshop organized by the Ministry of the
Environment and Sustainable Development and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Worship of Argentina, in
which representatives of other ministries, provincial governments, civil society, the academic sector and the
general public had participated. During the workshop, the progress made thus far in the regional process was
reported, discussions and consultations were held to determine the national position, and synergies were
established between open government policies, public participation and transparency.

20. The representative of Colombia spoke of the launch in May 2016 of the Open Government
Coordination Bureau, headed by the Ministry of Environment and Sustainable Development, with the
participation of the academic sector, civil society and the private sector. The possibility of creating an
intersectoral board on Principle 10 of the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development was being
considered. During meetings at the national level, participants had examined the progress made in the
preparation of the Principle 10 national implementation strategy, an international forum on Principle 10,
environmental information needs in Colombia and a Latin American open data event to be held in November.
The representative also highlighted the strengthening of Colombia’s environmental information system,
institutional coordination on the environment, efforts to establish a pollutant release and transfer register, and
the progress made in the implementation of an information system on prior consultation.

6 Listed in speaking order.



21. The representative of Honduras said that her country had carried out various preparatory activities
for the meeting with a view to finalizing negotiations in 2016, and that the negotiation document had been
sent to the various State and non-State sectors for their feedback. In July 2016 an intersectoral meeting
had been held with representatives of the public sector, civil society, the business community, the
academic sector, volunteers and donors. In concluding, she said that the National Commission on
Cooperation with UNESCO was following up the regional process and stood ready to assist in the
implementation of Principle 10 in the region.

22. The representative of Mexico referred to the national framework, highlighting the adoption of new
legislation on the right of access to information, such as the Federal Law on Transparency and Access to
Public Information, and reporting on the progress made towards establishing the National Transparency
Platform. He emphasized the importance of carrying out consultations with the judiciary, particularly on
matters related to access to justice.

23. The representative of Brazil said that national coordination meetings continued to be held with
the relevant government bodies, such as the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Ministry of Justice, the
Ministry of the Environment, Agriculture and Mining, and the Office of the Comptroller General, and that
there had been specific meetings on the negotiation process with representatives of the government and of
the social and academic sectors. He also said that the government had participated in the Brazilian
Congress on Environmental Law along with jurists, representatives of civil society, the judiciary and the
public prosecutor.

24. The representative of Uruguay reported on the review of the intended nationally determined
contributions (INDC) to reduce greenhouse gases, which involved representatives of civil society, trade
unions and rural associations. He said that his country was giving priority to strengthening civil society
and that the government had taken steps to ensure that a Global Environment Facility (GEF) project
would benefit all citizens and not just the entities that had submitted it.

25. The representatives of Antigua and Barbuda stressed that it was a priority to incorporate access
rights into all government policies. They underscored the invitation to ministers and public entities, as
well as civil society organizations, local communities and churches, to participate in shaping the national
position. Workshops (in which all social sectors participated) had also been held on sustainable cities and
the regulatory framework applicable to environmental access rights.

26. The representative of Chile said that her country had carried out activities both at the national and at
the international levels. In Chile, the negotiation process and the document examined had been presented to the
advisory councils of environmental institutions. A board had been set up, and had held 17 meetings attended
by representatives of the public and private sectors, in order to encourage participation and transparency. It was
also usual practice to hold meetings prior to and following each meeting of the negotiation committee. The
first inter-agency seminar on the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and Sustainable Development
Goals and a seminar on constitutional reform and environmental protection had been held, during which the
process taking shape at the regional level was discussed. Work was being done on the new action plan for the
Open Government Partnership. At the international level, the Organization for Economic Cooperation and
Development (OECD) and ECLAC jointly published Environmental Performance Reviews. Chile 2016,
which acknowledged and commended the process relating to the Declaration on the application of Principle 10
of the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development. The representative also highlighted the actions of
the Forum of Ministers of the Environment of Latin America and the Caribbean, the Pacific Alliance and the
United Nations Environment Assembly. She recalled Chile’s position that the agreement ultimately adopted
should be a binding, ambitious instrument. To that end, the negotiation process should be transformative
and inclusive.



27. The representative of Jamaica said that the work of the multisectoral forum on the follow-up of
regional negotiations had continued its work, with the participation of various government entities and
representatives of civil society. The ministry responsible for environmental affairs was spearheading an
environmental education programme in secondary schools to initiate dialogue on the environment and on
environmental management, focusing on young people’s access to environmental information.

28. The representative of Peru reported that ECLAC and OECD had jointly published Environmental
Performance Reviews: Peru 2016, an analysis focused on strengthening environmental democracy. A working
group comprising vice-ministers had been created and a plan of action had been determined to follow up on
the recommendations of the review. With regard to access to information, an air quality index including six
pollutants had been created along with an air quality information system (InfoAire), and 12 sectoral reports on
environmental management had been published. In terms of participation, a sectoral group had been created to
propose solutions to problems faced by indigenous peoples. With regard to affairs of justice, the representative
announced that special tribunals would be set up in five districts, and a mobile phone application would be
created to allow users to file environmental complaints.

209. The representative of Paraguay reported on the publication of a manual for processing and
responding to requests for access to public information in the framework of Law 5282, the creation of
offices for public access to information in government departments and the upgrading of the single-
window public information portal. He pointed out that Peru had moved up 27 places in the e-Government
Readiness Index and 50 places in the e-Participation Index, both established by the United Nations. Other
progress included the creation of a citizen complaint portal, the new Open Government Action Plan for
2016-2018 and an editable map of national forest cover.

30. The representative of Panama urged the other committee members to support the adoption of the
binding agreement. With regard to national progress, he highlighted the various consultation processes
carried out to establish regulations, such as the outline of the draft bill on forestry incentives and protected
areas, and the rules for environmental best practice guides. He also underlined the strengthening of citizen
participation forums, such as the inter-institutional platform on coastal marine resources and the
execution, along with Costa Rica, of a strategic environmental evaluation in protected areas. He said that
legal entity status had been granted to community organizations responsible for environmental matters,
and that representatives of civil society had been included in official delegations attending meetings on
climate change and of the UNESCO World Heritage Committee. In concluding, he said that Panama was
implementing Law No. 81 establishing the rights to consultation and prior, free and informed consent of
indigenous peoples, which had been passed recently.

31. The representative of El Salvador referred to three meetings (two with government institutions
and one with civil society organizations and the private sector) during which the progress and challenges
of the negotiation process had been reviewed and articles 6 and 10 of the negotiation text of the regional
agreement had been examined. She underscored the importance of this process for the implementation of
the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, the Five-Year Development Plan and the Citizen
Participation Policy of the excutive branch. With respect to information, she said that the analysis carried
out by the Institute for Access to Public Information of El Salvador had ranked the Ministry of the
Environment third out of 45 institutions and she reported on the improvements in the environmental
information system. She highlighted the public consultation processes relating to activities, works and
projects, inter-agency mechanisms to regulate project permits, and the work of the Environmental Court
and the Office of the Attorney General of the Republic in environmental matters.

32. The representative of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines reiterated that her country was in favour of
adopting a binding agreement and reported on the two informal meetings with representatives of civil society



held in February and July 2016 to strengthen the country’s position on the subject. She said that Principle 10 of
the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development provided a general framework for the analysis of other
issues, such as climate change, tourism, agriculture and natural disasters. National discussions on the subject
had included relevant civil society stakeholders, including agricultural associations, members of informal
interest groups, environmental organizations, lawyers and young people.

33. The representative of the Dominican Republic highlighted the adoption of the Second Plan of
Action on Open Government 2014-2016, which promoted transparency, enabled citizen participation and
gave priority to open data. He also noted that the website of the Ministry of the Environment and Natural
Resources was publishing information on air quality and that the Department of Public Procurement had
set up an electronic procurement portal to improve transparency.

34. The representative of the Plurinational State of Bolivia referred to the continuing efforts of its
institutions to internalize the regional process on the implementation of Principle 10 and said that close
contact was being maintained with civil society in that connection. The Ministry of Institutional
Transparency and the Fight against Corruption and the Participation and Social Oversight Act played a
key role in those efforts. Several workshops had been held on substantive issues such as the implementing
regulations of the law on integrated waste management, and the system of environmental licensing had
been modified to make it more flexible and less bureaucratic.

35. The representative of Guatemala said that the negotiating document had been circulated among
various government institutions and bodies of the judiciary, including the Attorney General’s Office and
the Public Prosecutor’s Office. A dialogue had been held with civil society, including representatives of
rural areas, indigenous peoples and academia. She reiterated the need to adopt an instrument that would
strengthen environmental capacities and bolster existing legislation.

36. The representatives of the public reported on the action taken by civil society at the national level
in Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Mexico, Peru and the Plurinational State of Bolivia, including workshops,
outreach activities, talks and the preparation of publications, infographics and manuals. At the regional
and international level, 18 organizations from 11 countries in the region had met in Panama in July 2016
in order to prepare coordinated proposals on articles 6 to 9 of the compiled text for the negotiation of the
regional agreement on access to information, participation and justice in environmental matters. In
addition, they had organized several side events at the United Nations Environment Assembly and had
addressed issues relating to human rights defenders, indigenous peoples and the situation in the Caribbean
countries. They invited delegations to visit the new website of the elected representatives of the public’
and called for the adoption of a binding agreement with firm, clearly defined standards.

37. The representative of ECLAC reported on the activities of the technical secretariat since the third
meeting of the negotiating committee of the regional agreement on access to information, participation and
justice in environmental matters in Latin America and the Caribbean, held in Montevideo in April 2016. He
said that the work of the technical secretariat had focused on promoting capacity-building and
cooperation, especially through the preparation of technical documents and the organization of
workshops, and on raising awareness of and facilitating the process of negotiating the text of the
agreement. Since the committee’s previous meeting, the technical secretariat had organized workshops in
Chile, the Dominican Republic and Uruguay and had participated in 11 activities and events relating to
access rights in environmental matters. At the thirty-sixth session of ECLAC, held in Mexico City in May
2016, the member States had adopted resolution 706(XXXVI) on the Application of Principle 10 of the

7 See [online] http://www.lacp10.org.
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Rio Declaration on Environment and Development in Latin America and the Caribbean, which had taken
note of the progress made and the convergence achieved in the regional process.

38. The representative of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) said that his entity
was following closely the agreement negotiation process and commended the countries and the public on
the progress made to date. He recalled that the United Nations Environment Assembly had adopted
resolution 2/25, which took note of the negotiation process of the regional agreement and encouraged the
countries to continue their efforts to strengthen international dialogue and cooperation, technical
assistance and capacity-building in support of the implementation of Principle 10 at the national and
regional levels. He also reported on the activities undertaken to support such implementation, including
the launch of the Spanish version of the Implementation Guide for the UNEP Bali Guidelines.

Negotiation of the regional agreement on access to information, public participation and justice in
environmental matters in [Latin America and the Caribbean (agenda item 3)

39. Under this agenda item, the delegations considered the document Text compiled by the Presiding
Officers incorporating the language proposals received from the countries on the preamble and articles 1
to 10 of the preliminary document on the regional agreement on access to information, participation and
justice in environmental matters in Latin America and the Caribbean. Third version.® The negotiations
focused on articles 6 and 7 of the third version of the text compiled by the Presiding Officers.

40. The delegations began the discussion with numeral 3 of article 6, they revised the remaining
numerals in that article, then negotiated up to numeral 5 of article 7. Agreement was reached on the
following numerals: 6.4, 6.5, 6.7, 6.9, 6.11, 6.12, 6.13, 6.14, 6.15, 6.17, 6.19, 7.1, 7.3 and 7.4.

41. As had been agreed at previous meetings, for the numerals on which no consensus was reached,
the country putting forward each new or alternative proposal was reflected, as were any countries
supporting the proposal, where applicable, on the understanding that any countries not mentioned
preferred the original text of the preliminary document prepared by ECLAC at the request of the
countries. Proposals by the public sponsored by one or more countries were incorporated into the text,
indicating which countries had supported them.

42. In order to contribute to discussions within the framework of the meeting, the following technical
briefing sessions were organized: “Improving access to information on climate change, disasters and
coastal vulnerability in Latin America and the Caribbean”, “The regional dimension of the 2030 Agenda
and Principle 10” and “Launch of the Implementation Guide for the UNEP Bali Guidelines”. In the first
session, a representative of ECLAC analysed the key elements of the commitments on access to
information and transparency contained in the Paris Agreement and gave examples of models, policies
and instruments that contributed to generating information on climate change, disasters and coastal
vulnerability, and to strengthening transparency frameworks and systems. In the second session,
representatives of ECLAC and Mexico, as Chair of the thirty-sixth session of the Commission, referred to
the regional dimension of the 2030 Agenda and, in particular, the Forum of the Countries of Latin America
and the Caribbean on Sustainable Development, established by virtue of resolution 700(XXXVI), adopted
at the thirty-sixth session of ECLAC, held in Mexico City in May 2016. In the third session, a
representative of UNEP presented the Spanish-language version of the Implementation Guide for the

8 LC/L.4059/Rev.2.
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UNEP Bali Guidelines for the Development of National Legislation on Access to Information, Public
Participation and Access to Justice in Environmental Matters.’

Other matters (agenda item 4)

43. The representative of Trinidad and Tobago stressed the need for the agreements to reflect the
determination of the countries to move forward in the negotiations and that, if they were to reach article
10 at the fifth meeting of the negotiating committee, the countries could continue to examine the rest of
compiled text.

44, The representative of Costa Rica urged all countries to have completed their consultations on
articles 10 to 25 by the fifth meeting of the negotiating committee, since there would be opportunity at
that meeting to define the future steps to be taken. She also asked delegates to examine the observations
made so far in order to identify existing proposals that could be combined, withdrawn or simplified with a
view to achieving greater consensus and thus faster progress in the negotiations.

45. The representative of Chile commended the participants on the progress made and the spirit of
cooperation and flexibility that had enabled the rapprochement of positions. She noted that there had been
a greater number of specific and precise proposals and encouraged the countries to continue formulating
proposals on behalf of groups of countries since that modality had facilitated the discussions. While it was
unlikely that the negotiations would be concluded in 2016, it behooved the committee to take urgent
action to finalize the future agreement, given the imperative to make the best possible use of the time and
resources available and to meet the social needs and demands of the region. She joined the call for
countries to have a clear mandate to examine the articles following article 10 and asked the delegations to
review their proposals and seek advice from experts and the public.

46. A representative of the secretariat said that the fourth version of the compiled text resulting from
the meeting would be available on the website of the fourth meeting of the negotiating committee.'® At
the request of the countries, in the fourth version ECLAC would include the progress made at the meeting
in Santo Domingo and would combine and condense the language proposals throughout the compiled
text, with a view to moving forward more efficiently in the negotiations.

Consideration and adoption of agreements (agenda item5)

47. The draft agreements of the fourth meeting of the negotiating committee were submitted for
consideration by the delegations.

48. The delegations accepted with thanks the kind offer of the Government of Chile to host the fifth
meeting of the negotiating committee at ECLAC headquarters in Santiago in the fourth week of
November 2016.

49. The delegations adopted the agreements figuring in annex 1, by consensus.

?  See [online] http:/www.unep.org/civil-society/Portals/24105/documents/BaliGuildelines/UNEP%20MGSB-SGBS%
20BALI%20GUIDELINES-Spanish%20final.pdf.
12" See [online] http://negociacionp10.cepal.org/4/en.
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Closing session

50. In the closing session, statements were made by the representative of the Government of the
Dominican Republic, in his capacity as Chair of the meeting; a representative of the public; and the Chief
of the Policies for Sustainable Development Unit of the Sustainable Development and Human Settlements
Division of ECLAC.

51. The representative of the Government of the Dominican Republic, in his capacity as Chair of the
meeting, underscored the spirit of cooperation and good faith demonstrated in the meeting and urged
those present to continue moving forward efficiently in the negotiations at the fifth meeting of the
negotiating committee.

52. The representative of the public encouraged everyone to continue working proactively at the
regional level to contribute to social peace, the right to live in a healthy environment and the quality of
life of the peoples of the region.

53. The Chief of the Policies for Sustainable Development Unit of the Sustainable Development and
Human Settlements Division of ECLAC thanked the Government of the Dominican Republic for its
efforts and for the excellent conduct of the meeting and the delegations for their active participation. He
reiterated the commitment of ECLAC, in its capacity as technical secretariat, to see the negotiation
process of the regional agreement through to a successful conclusion.
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Annex 1

AGREEMENTS

The representatives of the countries participating in the fourth meeting of the negotiating committee of
the regional agreement on access to information, participation and justice in environmental matters in
Latin America and the Caribbean, held in Santo Domingo from 9 to 12 August 2016,

1. Acknowledge the significant progress made in the negotiations on articles 6 and 7 of the text
compiled by the Presiding Officers, which shall be presented in a fourth version of the document;

2. Agree to resume negotiations on articles 7 to 10 at the fifth meeting of the negotiating
committee, using the fourth version of the compiled text, and review outstanding issues from the
preamble to article 10;

3. Agreealso to discuss the way forward for the negotiations;

4. Welcome Saint Kitts and Nevis as a signatory country of the Declaration on the application
of Principle 10 of the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development' and recall that the invitation to
join this regional process is open to all the countries of Latin America and the Caribbean;

5. Thank the Government of Chile for the invitation to hold the fifth meeting of the negotiating
committee of the regional agreement on access to information, participation and justice in environmental
matters in Latin America and the Caribbean at the headquarters of the Economic Commission for Latin
America and the Caribbean in Santiago from 22 to 25 November 2016;

6. Thank also the people and the Government of the Dominican Republic for their hospitality
and the effort devoted to the organization of the fourth meeting of the negotiating committee of the
regional agreement on access to information, participation and justice in environmental matters in Latin
America and the Caribbean.

' A/CONF.216/13.
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Annex 2

LISTA DE PARTICIPANTES
LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

La lista provisional contiene los nombres de los participantes que se han comunicado a la Secretaria. Se
publicaran adiciones a la lista a medida que se vaya recibiendo informacion. Se ruega a las delegaciones
se sirvan informar de cualquier correccion a Lucia Concha Grugan, Oficial de Conferencias
(lucia.concha@cepal.org), de la CEPAL.

The provisional list contains the names of the participants communicated to the Secretariat. Addenda will

be issued as information is received. Delegations are requested to inform of corrections to the list to Ms.
Lucia Concha Grugan, Conference Officer (lucia.concha@cepal.org), of ECLAC.

A. Paises signatarios dela Declaracion
Signatory countries of the Declaration

ANTIGUA Y BARBUDA/ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA

Representante/Representative:
- Maureen Hyman, Junior Minister, Ministry of Justice and Legal Affairs, email: paynep@hotmail.com

Miembros de la delegacion/Delegation members:
- Ruth Spencer, National Coordinator, Global Environment Facility Small Grants Programme,
email: rvspencer@hotmail.com

ARGENTINA

Representante/Representative:

- Dolores Maria Duverges, Subsecretaria de Planificacion y Ordenamiento Ambiental del Territorio,
Secretaria de Politica Ambiental, Cambio Climatico y Desarrollo Sustentable, Ministerio de
Ambiente y Desarrollo Sustentable, email: dduverges@ambiente.gob.ar

Miembros de la delegacion/Delegation members:
- Ayelén Maria Ghersi, Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores, Comercio Internacional y Culto,
email: ygh@mrecic.gov.ar

BOLIVIA (ESTADO PLURINACIONAL DE)/BOLIVIA (PLURINATIONAL STATE OF)

Representante/Representative:
- Justina Robles, Asesora de Despacho, Ministerio de Ambiente y Agua,
email: justinarobles@gmail.com
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BRASIL/BRAZIL

Representante/Representative:
- Mario Gustavo Mottin, Coordinador General, Coordinacion General de Desarrollo Sostenible,
Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores, email: mario.mottin@jitamaraty.gov.br

CHILE

Representante/Representative:
- Constance Nalegach, Jefa, Oficina de Asuntos Internacionales, Ministerio de Medio Ambiente,
email: cnalegach@mma.gob.cl

COLOMBIA

Representante/Representative:
- German Andrés Calderon, Coordinador de Grupo de Trabajo de Asuntos Sociales, Ministerio
de Relaciones Exteriores, email: german.calderon@cancilleria.gov.co

Miembros de la delegacion / Delegation members:
- Maria Alejandra Riafio, Asesora de Asuntos Internacionales, Ministerio de Ambiente y Desarrollo
Sostenible, email: mriano@minambiente.gov.co

COSTA RICA

Representante/Representative:
- Patricia Madrigal Cordero, Viceministra de Ambiente, Ministerio de Ambiente,
email: viceambiente@minae.go.cr

Miembros de la delegacion / Delegation members:

- Zaida Zuiiga Valverde, Embajadora de Costa Rica en la Republica Dominicana, email:

- Roberto Avendaiio Sancho, Oficial de Desarrollo Sostenible y Asuntos Ambientales, Ministerio
de Relaciones Exteriores, email: ravendano@rree.go.cr

ECUADOR

Representante/Representative:
- Rodrigo Riofrio, Embajador del Ecuador en la Repuiblica Dominicana

EL SALVADOR

Representante/Representative:
- Sonia Baires, Directora de la Atencion Ciudadana e Institucional, Ministerio de Medio Ambiente
y Recursos Naturales, email: sbaires@marn.gob.sv

GRANADA/GRENADA

Representante/Representative:
- Roxie Hutchinson, Foreign Service Officer, Ministry of Foreign Affairs,

email: krphutchinson@gmail.com
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GUATEMALA

Representante/Representative:
- Rosmery Mariela Juarez, Primera Secretaria, Subdireccion de Politica Multilateral ante las Naciones
Unidas, Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores, email: rjuarez@minex.gob.gt

HONDURAS

Representante/Representative:
- Ruth Xiomara Cubas Cantarero, Coordinadora Técnica Administrativa, Consejo Nacional de
Desarrollo Sostenible (CONADES), email: xcubas@yahoo.com

Miembros de la delegacion/Delegation members:

- Mauro Daniel Salgado Luna, asistente técnico del Consejo Nacional de Desarrollo Sostenible
(CONADES), email: maurosalgadoluna@yahoo.com

- Hilda Mufioz Tabora, Secretaria General, Comision Hondurefia de Cooperacion con la UNESCO,
email: comisionunescohn@gmail.com

- Nery Fernando Cerrato, Asistente Comisiéon Hondurena de Cooperacion con la UNESCO,
email: comisionunescohn@gmail.com

JAMAICA

Representante/Representative:
- Oral Khan, Chief Technical Director, Ministry of Economic Growth and Job Creation,
email: oral khan@megjc.gov.jm

MEXICO/MEXICO

Representante/Representative:
- Hernan Ruiz Bravo, Director General Adjunto para Temas Globales, Secretaria de Relaciones
Exteriores, email: hruiz@sre.gob.mx

Miembros de la delegacion/Delegation members:

- José Alberto Cuatzil Sandoval, Subdirector de Analisis de Prospectiva sobre Movimientos Sociales y
Sociedad Civil de la Direccion General de Vinculacion con Organizaciones de la Sociedad Civil,
email: jcuatzil@sre.gob.mx

- José Luis Juan Bravo Soto, Director General Adjunto de Participacion y Atencion Ciudadana,
Secretaria de Medio Ambiente y Recursos Naturales, email: jose.bravo@semarnat.gob.mx

PANAMA/PANAMA

Representante/Representative:
- Félix Wing, Secretario General, Ministerio de Ambiente, email: fwing@miambiente.gob.pa

PARAGUAY

Representante/Representative:
- Raul Antonio Montiel Gastd, Ministro, Coordinador de la Unidad de Asuntos Ambientales,
Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores, email: rgasto@mre.gov.py
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PERU/PERU

Representantes/Representatives:

Jimpson Davila, Asesor Legal, Despacho del Viceministro de Gestion Ambiental, Ministerio
del Ambiente, email: jdavila@minam.gob.pe

REPUBLICA DOMINICANA/DOMINICAN REPUBLIC

Representante/Representative:

Andrés Navarro, Ministro de Relaciones Exteriores de la Reptblica Dominicana

Miembros de la delegacion / Delegation members:

Bautista Rojas, Ministro de Medio Ambiente y Recursos Naturales de la Reptblica Dominicana
Patricia Abreu, Viceministra de Cooperacion Internacional del Ministerio de Medio Ambiente y
Recursos Naturales de la Republica Dominicana

Marisol Castillo, Directora Juridica, Ministerio de Medio Ambiente y Recursos Naturales,
email: alexis.gauge@ambiente.gob.do

Luis Omar Fernandes Aybar, Secretario Ejecutivo, Comision Nacional de Negociaciones
Comerciales, Director de Negociaciones Comerciales, Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores,
email: lufernandez@mirex-gob.do

Rosa Otero, Directora de Comercio y Ambiente, Viceministerio de Cooperacion Internacional,
Ministerio de Ambiente y Recursos Naturales, email: rosa.otero@ambiente.gob.do

Jean Alexis Gauge, Abogado, Ministerio de Medio Ambiente y Recursos Naturales,

email: alexis.gauge@ambiente.gob.do

Lida Virginia Maria Sibilio Ayala, Coordinadora Técnica, Ministerio de Medio Ambiente y Recursos
Naturales, email: virginia.sibilio@ambiente.gob.do

Nadia Martinez, Encargada Division de Asistencia y Asesoria Legal, Ministerio de Medio Ambiente
y Recursos Naturales, email: nadia.martinez@ambiente.gob.do

David Arias, Director de Participacion Social y Acceso a la Informacion Publica, Ministerio

de Medio Ambiente y Recursos Naturales, email: david.arias@ambiente.gob.do

Arvi Marmol, Responsable de Acceso a la Informacion Publica, Ministerio de Medio Ambiente
y Recursos Naturales, email: arvi.marmol@ambiente.gob.do

Mayra Tavares Rosario, Ministerio de la Mujer, email: lanny.portorreal @mmujer.gob.do

TRINIDAD Y TABAGO/TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO

Representante/Representative:

Kishan Kumarsingh, Head of Multilateral Environmental Agreements Unit, Ministry of Planning
and Development, email: kishan.kumarsingh@planning.gov.tt

SAINT KITTSY NEVISSAINT KITTSAND NEVIS

Representante/Representative:

Eden Alistair Edwards, Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Agriculture,
email: msagricultureskn@gmail.com
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SAN VICENTE Y LASGRANADINAS/SAINT VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES

Representante/Representative:
- Michelle Fife, Legal Advisor, International Law Issues, Ministry of Legal Affairs,
email: majestysultry777@yahoo.com, michellefife777@gmail.com

URUGUAY

Representante/Representative:
- Carlos Rodriguez Brianza, Director Adjunto, Direccion de Medio Ambiente, Ministerio
de Relaciones Exteriores, email: medio.ambiente@mrree.gub.uy

B. Paises miembros de la Comision que participan en calidad de observador es
States member s of the Commission participating as observers

VENEZUELA (REPUBLICA BOLIVARIANA DE)/VENEZUELA (BOLIVARIAN REPUBLIC OF)

Representante/Representative:
- Linda Gomez, Diplomatica, Embajada de la Republica Bolivariana de Venezuela,
email: linda.embajada.vzla@gmail.com

C. Secretaria delas Naciones Unidas
United Nations Secr etariat

Comisién Econdmica para Europa (CEPE)/United Nations Economic Commission for Europe
— Jerzy Jendroska, member of the Aarhus Convention Compliance Committee,
email: jerzy.jendroska@jjb.com.pl

D. Organismos de las Naciones Unidas
United Nations bodies

Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUM A)/United Nations Environment

Programme (UNEP)

— Alexander Juras, Chief, Major Groups and Stakeholders Branch, Division of Regional Cooperation
(Nairobi), email: Alexander.Juras@unep.org

E. Invitados especiales
Special guests

- Silvia Cappelli, Fiscal Superior, Corte de Rio Grande do Sul, Brasil,
email: silvia.cappelli@gmail.com

- Marcos Orellana, Profesor Adjunto, Escuela de Derecho de la Universidad George Washington,
email: morellana@law.gwu.edu
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F. Otros participantes
Other participants

Miguel de Jesus Abreu, Administrador General, Grupo Jaragua, Republica Dominicana,

email: miguel.abreu@grupojaragua.org.do

Budery Aliotte, Programa de Accion Comunitaria por el Medio Ambiente (PACMA),

email: budery@gmail.com

Danielle Andrade, Representante electa del ptblico/Elected representative of the public, Jamaica,
email: dandrade.law@gmail.com

Madalen Azpeitia, estudiante, Universidad de Argentina, email: madalenazpeitia@gmail.com
Daniel Barragan, Director Ejecutivo, Centro Internacional de Investigaciones sobre Ambiente y
Territorio (CIIAT), Ecuador, email: daniel.barragan.teran@gmail.com

Arturo Bisono, Asesor en Materia de Tecnologia para la Agricultura, Republica Dominicana,
email: artubiso@gmail.com

Rubens Harry Born, Investigador Experto/Consultor, Fundacion Grupo Esquel Brasil,

email: rubensborn@gmail.com

Reginald Burke, Executive Coordinator, Caribbean Youth Environment Network, Barbados,
email: executivecoordinator@cyen.org, ; riburke@gmail.com

Isabel Calle Valladares, Directora Programa de Politica y Gestion Ambiental, Sociedad Peruana
de Derecho Ambiental (SPDA), Pert, email: icalle@spda.org.pe

Mariana de Jesus Castellanos Tejada, Asistente del Director Ejecutivo, Instituto de Abogados
para la Proteccion del Medio Ambiente (INSAPROMA), Republica Dominicana,

email: marianacastellanos1977@gmail.com

Andrea Cerami, Coordinador de Derechos Humanos y Ambiente, Centro Mexicano de Derecho
Ambiental, email: acerami@cemda.org.mx

Karetta Crooks Charles, Communications and Advocacy Officer, Saint Lucia National Trust,
Jamaica, email: advocacy@slunatrust.org

Juan Javier Cruz Benzan, Presidente, Miembro de la Comision de la Iniciativa para la Transparencia
de las Industrias Extractivas (EITI), Republica Dominicana, email: javierbenzan@gmail.com
Euren Cuevas Medina, Director Ejecutivo, ONGs Promotoras del Principio 10 en la Republica
Dominicana, Instituto de Abogados para la Proteccion del Medio Ambiente (INSAPROMA),
Republica Dominicana, email: insaproma2000@yahoo.es

Valentina Duran, abogada, Chile, email: valeduran@gmail.com

Carole Excell, Director, The Access Iniatiative, Jamaica, email: cexcell@wri.org

Kerricia Hobson, Presidenta, Grenada Chapter, Caribbean Youth Environment Network,

email: grenada@cyen.org

Clara Luz Fernandez Tejada, Coordinadora de proyecto, Participacion Ciudadana,

Republica Dominicana, email: c.fernandez@pciudadana.org

Tsevetelina Filipova, Senior Expert Participatory Governance, Regional Environmental

Center International Organization, Hungria, email: filipova@rec.org

Natalia Gomez Pena, Coordinadora del area de democracia ambiental, Asociacion Ambiente

y Sociedad, Colombia, email: nataliagomez@ambienteysociedad.org.co

Federico Grulion, Consejo Nacional para el Cambio Climatico y el Mecanismo de Desarrollo Limpio,
email: f.grulion@cambioclimatico.gob.do

Marc Henri Eugene, Secretario de Prensa, NAPSA, NAP SAOVE AYIT, Reptiblica Dominicana,
email: marchenryeugene@gmail.com

Ysaias Lara Kevelier, Presidente, Programa de Accion Comunitaria por el Medio Ambiente
(PACMA), Republica Dominicana, email: info@fundacionpacma.com

Joara Marchezini, Oficial de Proyectos de Acceso a la Informacion, Article 19 Brazil, Brasil,
email: joara@article19.org
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Bienvenido Antonio Mejia Garcia, Coordinador, Fundacion Grupo Gema de Energia y Medio
Ambiente, Reptblica Dominicana, email : gemambiental@hotmail.com

Nicole Mohammed, Adviser to elected representatives of the public, consultant, Trinidad and Tobago,
email: njmohammed@gmail.com

Lina Marcela Mufoz, Profesora, Colombia, email: linamma@gmail.com

Kiyomi Nagumo, Coordinadora Regional para Latinoamérica y el Caribe, Red de Accion de Mujeres
por el Clima y el Ambiente- América Latina y el Caribe (WECAN-LAC), Estado Plurinacional de
Bolivia, email: nkiyot@gmail.com

Andrés Napoli, Director Ejecutivo, Fundacion Ambiente y Recursos Naturales (FARN), Argentina,
email: anapoli@farn.org.ar

Carlos Peterson, Coordinador Técnico, Fundacion Guayacan de Energia y Medio Ambiente (Grupo
Gema), Republica Dominicana, email: carlospeterson@yahoo.com

Flor Pujols, Directora, ONG ODESA, Republica Dominicana, email: ongodesa@hotmail.com
Carlos Pimentel, Director, Programa Transparencia, Capitulo Transparencia Reptiblica Dominicana,
email: carlos.pimentelf@gmail.com

Felipe Pizarro, Chile, email: pizarrovenegasfelipe@gmail.com

Maria Soledad Porcell, Abogada Ambiental, Centro de Incidencia Ambiental, Panama,

email: msporcell@ciampanama.org

Dinorah Rodriguez, Unidad Técnica, Centro para el Desarrollo Agropecuario y Forestal, Republica
Dominicana, email: drodriguez@cedaf.org.do

Maritza Ruiz, Investigadora, Observatorio Dominicano de Politicas Publicas de la Universidad
Autéonoma de Santo Domingo, Reptiblica Dominicana, email: maraeruiz@yahoo.com

Duver Sanchez, Director de Intercambios Profesionales, AIESEC, Reptblica Dominicana,

email: duver.sanchez(@aiesec.net

Andrea Sanhueza, Representante electa del publico, Chile, email: andreasanhuezae@gmail.com
Tomas Severino, Director, Cultura Ecologica/IAMEX, México, email:
tseverino@culturaecologica.org.mx

Rosalia Sosa Pérez, Directora Ejecutiva, Participacion Ciudadana, Movimiento no Partidista,
Republica Dominicana, email: r.sosa@pciudadana.org

Addys Then Marte, Directora Ejecutiva, Alianza ONG, Republica Dominicana, email:
athen@alianzaong.org.do

Magdolna Tothne Nagy, Senior Advisor/Project Consultant, The Regional Environmental Center for
Central and Eastern Europe (REC) and Participation LTD, email: mtothnagy@teammembers.rec.org
Zakiya Uzoma-Wadada, Chair of the Board of Directors, The Caribbean Natural Resources Institute
(CANARI), Trinidad and Tobago, email: zakiyau@gmail.com

G. Secretaria/Secretariat

Comision Econdmica para América Latinay el Caribe (CEPAL)/Economic Commission
for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC)

Joseluis Samaniego, Director, Division de Desarrollo Sostenible y Asentamientos Humanos/Chief,
Sustainable Development and Human Settlements Division, email: joseluis.samaniego@cepal.org
Carlos de Miguel, Jefe de la Unidad de Politicas para el Desarrollo Sostenible, Division de Desarrollo
Sostenible y Asentamientos Humanos/Head of the Policies for Sustainable, Development Unit,
Sustainable Development and Human Settlements Division, email: carlos.demiguel@cepal.org
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Guillermo Acufia, Asesor Legal y Jefe de Protocolo, Oficina de la Secretaria Ejecutiva/Legal Adviser
and Chief of Protocol, Office of the Executive Secretary, email: guillermo.acuna@cepal.org

Valeria Torres, Oficial de Asuntos Econémicos, Divisién de Desarrollo Sostenible y Asentamientos
Humanos/Economic Affairs Officer, Sustainable Development and Human Settlements Division,
email: valeria.torres@cepal.org

David Barrio, Oficial de Asuntos Politicos, Division de Desarrollo Sostenible y Asentamientos
Humanos/Political Affairs Officer, Sustainable Development and Human Settlements Division,
email: david.barrio@cepal.org



