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'GUIDELINES FOR REGIONAL FREPARATIONS AND SELECTION OF SURJECT AREAS
FOR'THE UNITED NATEONS CONFERHNCE' ON SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY
FOR DEVELOPMENT ., . .

The Latin American Mseting of Intergggernmsntal Experts on Scilence and

1Techndlogy for Development:

. Recalling General Assembly resolutions.3201 (S~VI) and 3202 (S<VI)
regsrding sﬁe ﬁsclaration and the Programme.of Actisn-onrthe-EstablishmEnt
of a NEw International Economic Order, and resclution 3281 (XXIX) on the
Charter of Economic Rights. and Duties of States, . . . o : :

Recalling Economic and Social Council resolutions 2028 (LXI) and -
2123 (LXIII), particularly paragraph 2 velating to the principal objectives
of the World Conference, and paragraph 11 relating to the coordination of
all regional activities preparatory to the United Nations Conference on"
Sclence snd‘fechnoloéy for Development with the Latin American Economic .
System, i G e s o .
A Recalling General Assemhly resolutions 31/184 relating to. the -
United Nations COnference on. Selence and Technology for Development;.and
United Nations Conference on.Trade and Development resolution 87 (IV):
relating to ths need for strepgthening the technological capacities .of :
developing nations, e

_ Recalling Economic Commission for 1atin America resolution 374 (XVII),
particularly psragraph 3, in which it 1s . requested that a document be
prepared for the Regional Conference to be beld. in m{id~-1978 that will -
contain an inte:pretative analysis of uatin America s scientific and
technological develonmant and. dafine the principal political, economic
an social factors: that have,influenced such development,

Recalliqggfurther the Declarations of Actions that in the fleld
of industrialization, poPulation and food have been .adopted in the

United Nations System as basic instrument of the international community

for achieving the economic and socialﬂdsvelopmsqxjof-ghe developing,countries,

/Reaffirmin
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Reaffirming that need torsffengthen the General Secreteriat of the
Conference on a basis of equitable geographic digtribution that will make
it possible to carry oit the: schadiile of preparatby activities effecti-'
vely, including holding of the World Copnference in 1979 and to provide
assistance to countries so requesting in preparing their national papers,

~ ahd

Bearing in mind that the primary objective of ‘the United Nations
Conference on Science and Technology for Development is to prepare a’ E
World Plan of Action to gufde the sctions of the-international’ community
-- toward effective development of science and technnlogy, particularly in

the developing countries, o o
. Recommends:
1. To the Reglonal Conference, that in the United Nations Conférence on
Science and Technology for Development, the Latin American countries
should éndéavor: - ’

a) To adopt concrete decisions on the ‘ways and means of applying
sclence and technology in establishing the New International Economic
Order refered to in General Assembly resolutions 3201 (5-VI) and :
3202 (8<V1), and in complying with the provisions regarding the Charter
of Economic Rights and Duties of States adopted by General Assembly
resolutions 3281 (XXIX). ' o '

b) To establish the hecessary bases for formulating a World Plan
of Action that will favour the creation of scientific and technological
capabilities and the conditions nééessafy'fbrlii‘to be utilized féf'ﬁﬁéﬁ
integral development of developing countries by eliminating obstaclea ‘

To this end, the plan-‘should establish: -~ .

1) -The actions necesgary to reinforce existing intemmational
coopération machinery to compiement natfonal efforts towsard scientific
and technological development; such’ ds assistance in tralfifig human
resources, in utilizing physical and financial resources, in promoting
lnformation and documentation networks and engineering services, and in
establishing or strengthening national capabilities for technological
manageﬁent;

/il) The creation
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i) The creation of a new international cooperation’ machinery -
aimed at complementing national efforts in areas of scientiflc and o
technological development either not presently covered by such cooperation
or covered 1nsuf£ic1ently. ' o S
The new machinery should consi&er both cooperetion among developing
countries and making use of the scientific and ‘technical potential of
developed couniriea to satisfy needs the developing countries cannot’
meet themselves within the framework of the New International “Economic
Order. o '
Such machinery should also provlde petmanent financing ‘of sufficient
scope to have signiflcant impact. ' '
i11) Concrete aupport measuras for national and 1nternationa1
efforts aimed at making ‘the transfer of technology possible in terws
that favor the full economic and social development of developing countries;
iv) The supplying of timely information approprilate for
developing countries on international cooperation availeble ‘for scientific
and techaological development. i '
That the World Plan of Action should congtitute & basic tool in
the work carried out by the Uhited Nations in Tts third decade. '

2. To the General Secretariat of the Conference'.\i

--a) ‘To expand its infrastructure by contracting, in so far as-
possible, qualiffed huwan resources as required on a basis of equitable ..
‘geographic distributions;

‘b) To _expedite -the preparatory work in order to carry out the
approved programme of activities effectively; including the presentation-
‘0of national papers in May 1978, and S o

¢) -To provide necessary support to preparatory regional activities
carried out within the framework of-the United Nations Regional Economic.
Cormissions and by the Latin American Economic System.

/3. To the
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3. To the Executive Secretariat of CEPAL, that, in fulfillment of the
mandate established by paragraph 3 of resolution 374 (XVIIL) it should

deal with in cooperation with agencies and organizations of\tﬁgﬂﬂniteﬁ_
Nations System, Inter alia, the following considerationS° o -

- The extent of external dependence with regard to technology i
and 1ts incidence on economic and social development°‘

- The effects of the activities of transnational corporations on
the scientific and technologlcal development of the region . :,-

- The role of the State in formulating national scientific and _
technological develcpment policies; o

= The causes, for .the incongruency between imported technology
and the particular conditions of the region; .

-= .The causes for the low average technological level and its
structural heterogeneity in most of the countries of the region;

-» The effect of imported technology and of the transfer éf,_: )
technology on employment and overall productivity takiﬁg inip,account, )
.(1f possible), intersectoral linkages; ‘ L

« Selective efforts in technical education, continuing education ;
and training as means of establishing a minimum scientific and :
technological infrastructure based on education and tne sclentific
development of universities and reaearch institutes,

« Efforts for the development of a permanent énd stable scientific
and technical activity that will enable countries to deal with the problem
posed to sclence by the teclinological requirements of nationgl development;

= Analysis of cooperation among countries in the region in the
sclentific and technological field; o o

© = Analysis of policles.and actions regarding transfer of technology;
~ Institutional problems of communication and direction of
goveramental policies; the need for including science and technology in
overall and sectoral planning; the ilmportance for national ascientific and
technological organizationsg to relate their activities with the productive
gector and with national economic and social development plans;

/= The causes
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= 7The causes and incidence »f the brain drain on the scientific
‘and technoclogical development of the countries of Latin America;

"~ The problems existing in the exchange of scéientific and technical
information and the difficulties of coﬁmnnication betWeen the developed
and the developing nations, and : '

~ Guidelines for the evaluatioi &6f technical cooperation in the

area of science and technology for development.

4. To the Permanent Secretariat of SELA- that, 1t submits to the Latin
;American Council the convening, in coordination with the Secretariat of
CEPAL, a Governmental MEeting during the days immediateiy preceding

the Regional M@etiug ont Science and Iechnology for Development in order

to arrive at a’ common position to be adopted by the Latin American countries
for this Conference. It should furthermore make _every attem@t to hold

this M;eting in the sawe city 28 the regional event.

Sublect areas

The Latin &merican Meeting of Intergovefnmental Exparts devoted a
congiderable part of its work to this.agenda item.

In this respect, the Group noted that tbe exclusive objectlve of
identifying these areas was to make pogsible a practical illustration of
the problems that affects and concem the scientific and technological
development of Latin America. For this reason, the areas identified below
reprasent examples whose study should provide i{l1lustrative elements for
the analysis and discussion of substantive questicns of the developments
of science and technology in such countries and of its application to
integral developments,

These substantive questions should be the principal topic of
discussion at the World Conference in order for it to fulfil its objectives,
vhich are defined in paragraph 2 of the resolution 2028, and their solution
should be sought within the framework of a World Plan of Action,

/on the
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On the understanding that the areas umentioned below do not necessary

constitute national or regionel priorities, these are listed as follows:
.= Food {includes agricultural technology, human. nutrition,

fishing and food processing);

» Production of capital goods;

- Communications- and transportation;

= Health and phatmaceutical industry;

= Rational management of natural resources renevable and non-renmewable.

The Latin American MEeting of Intergovernmental Experts calls. upon
the countriea of the reglon to mnke every effort to point out, within
the £ramﬁwork of the national papers, any. concrete quantitative and.
qualitative obstacles they may encounter:

- In the transfer of technology;

- In the development of national scleatific and technological
capabilities;

=~ In making use of nationsl scientific and technological capabilities
for the development of production processes, and

= In the linking of activities for scientific and tecﬁnologiéal
development with other elements related to ngtionéi develdpmeng.









