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Resmume of rosearch currently belna ccndweted in the

field of plapning in the United Stabes

During my recent vacatlon In the United States, I atiempbed to find
out what is being done In the field of economic and govial planaing.
Tha following list of research projects i3 the rasult of covwersations
with Douglas Paawr of the Matioml Planning Association, Vashingion D.C.g
Albert Vatterston of the Vorld Banks; Abdul Robmaon, of the United Nationsg
i Louis Lafeber, of ths Massachusetis Institute of Technolegy and othex
economists, VWhile the list is intended to be as comprehensive as possible,
a number of projects wndovbtedly went unncticed,

The general impression from talking with these people is thal welatively
Jittle i3 being dane, Only a few organized projects are wmnderay and the
remaining research is being conducted principally by a slngle individusl,
Generally speaking most of the work is centered around problemz of exmeuling
developmst plans rather than with theiy formmlation. Unfortunately this
concorn with lmplemeniation does net carxy over into the {ield cf cconomic
policy and vork in that field seems to be isolated from the c:c-};lcept of national
development planning.

1. ' The largest single project was recently undertaken by the MNational

Planning Agsociation, Veshington D.C,, under contract with the Agency
for Intesnational Development. Its major geal is to provide an smalysie amd
evaluation of develoment planning useful for dealing with actval problems
of planning jn less-developed areas. This goal includes fovr cpeeific
chjectlives:

I, To exemine and evalwate the relevance of the exisbing literatnrs
on plamning technigques to the problems confronting develonment:
planners;

II, To examine and, insofar as possible, to genexalize from the
exparience of undexdeveloped cowitrdes in dealing with key planning
functions (such as mobilization of eritical resources, project
selection, and plan monitoring and coatrol) %o point up major
problem areas in actual planning operaticns; :
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III. To develop jmproved tochnigues of plan formulation, Jmplementation,
activation and control apprepriate to plauning in the diversiity
of conditions found in less=developad comiriess
IV, To indicate, on the basis of those findings, priorities for
further research in the field of devslopment planning.
In addition to the above project, the NFA alse carries oub rssearch
on the American ecanaywy., These are:

Cepter_for Economic Projectigng publishes an annval comprehensive
report of 5 and 10 years ecounomic projections for the Amsrican

economy; hunerous detailed econcmic analysss of specific produaing
and consuming sectors of the economy; regicnal studiss and other
pericdic reports, The Center has its gwun staff of 15 sconomisis
and statisticisns,

aig 3 anagement) Project is develeping
a generalized system for progmmning the perfovmnce of a 8ct of
interdependent activities, over time, subject to a variety of
restrictions, The initial statistical implemerbation of the

PARl systen = a dynemic model of the American Cconcmy -« consists
of about 2 Q00 production and servige activities PARYM has a
professional. staff of 2L sconcmists, mathemoticians and computier
ProgYRImne s,

Centagr of Priority Anaiysis mkes available data and techniques
vhich ara use™l in assessing howr U,S resowrees can be allocaked
to achieve various matlomal geals, damestic and international, and
how rescurces can be expanded and their allocation improwed,

2. A sscond mjor rescarch program is wndemay at the Maxoll School of

Cityzenship and Public Affajxs al Syracuse University, New Yorlk State,
Undexr the guidance of Berivam Gyoss, the project is oriented more to the
soclological aspents of develop plawning, This behavieral approach is
designed to study people and organizations emgaged in sconomic planning, The
usefulneas of this approach secms questionable, but nobhing has been published
yet so it iz too early te judge.
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Tho project will study behavleral problems such as;

a)

b)

Planners as members of organizations with special problems

of survival and performance and varying pattemns of iaternal
cooperation and conflict,

Planuing orgaaizations in teorms of the interacticns among them
and the enviromment in which they operate,

The project will alco cover such aspecte of national plamning as:

a)
b)
e)
d)

o)

g

h)
i)

The eultural,; sseial and political fromewrork of planning:

The different conceptions of the planning precssss

The different types of formal and informil organizabtion

in the plenning processg

The broad spectrum of mulitiple purposses toward which

planning is directedg

The inplementation aspescts of planning with particular atismtion
to interest groups; power mobilization, coammmicalion and _
information systems and the strategles and tactics of cenflich,
compronise amd irtegrationg

The amergence of planning theories and specialized technigques;

The relstion or balance between governuental and non-governmental
activitles;

The role of seience and technology;
The assumed and actuwal role of foreign advisors, ferelgn aid
and other exbeimal influences in the mational planning process,

The ten year time table fer accomplishing the above ebjestives is as

followa:

196161,

1965

1965-70

Preliminary surveye in a largs nuber of countries;
A study in depth prepaved for /-5 selected comibriess
Make thz studiss and aralyzs the results.

3. Another series of situdies is being prepared by the Internatioml

Developmrnt Recesareh Center at the University of Indiana, Bloomingbon,
Dlincis, Twe people are asseelated with this projech = Stafan Robook and
Frederick Riggs - althouwgh others are presmably participating, Unfortunately
the 1ist of tepics does not indicate the purpese of the project:
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a) The potentialities of differing industrialization stiabegissy

b) The role of technology in the dewslopmenl process

o) Educatioml and manpower plannings

d) Function of mess commmications in nation bullding

e) Problem of export wpansion;

£) Adminiszxebility of various (market and non-maice®:) econcmic
conbrol mechaniams,

4o The ¥Yale FHeonumic Crowth Center diwected by lloyd Reynolds is
cayrently engaged in a number of country studies. A numbor of
theoretical protlend concemed with development will be trsated by sendor
econonisis, while spaciiic obatacles to growbh and the imstibubicnal
framework of the selected underdevelopsd countries will ks treated by

doctoral candidatas,

56 A numbsr of sconomisis have undertaken individwl research projects:

a) louis lefeber at the lassachusetis Institute of Technology has
prepared a =5 sector "optimization” model for India and is awr
feeding data into the model, The medel is designed to walue
relative scarcities and is not suitable for guiding economic
policys

b) R. S, Eckavs at MIT is working on problems of implementing a
mltlisectoral intertemporel plamning wodel. for Indiap

¢) Saul Katz, University of Pittsburgh - ressarch on problem
of implementing development plans = especially administrobicng

d) Charles Wolf Jr., RAND Corperation, Sanba lonles, Califoxnia,
1s working on & savings medel and testing varicus hipotheses
regarding savings vehaviers

@) Gustav Papanck, Barverd University, country studias and the
use of zocilal accounting pricse;

T) Benjamin Higgins, University of Tewas, Awshin, Texas, edupational
planning;

g) Gy Orcubt, University of Wisconsin - Use of simclation models
for the U,S, aconcmys
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h)

1)

3

Albert Vatteyston, Nconcmic Development Institubte, IL.B.R.D,
Washinghon D.C,, has compiled probably the mosh complete
biblicgrophy on cownbry planning in the wordd., This materisl
is being sifted to leawrn more aboub praotical problems of
implementing development plans and the results will probably

be published next year, Periodic cowdbry studies are being
published in the process,

Everett Hagen and P, N, Rosenstsin-Redan of MIT ave

editing books concerned with planning metheds and technigues
(Rosenstein-Rodan) and case sbudies on planning (Hagen).
GCumnnaxr Myrdal and Paul Strecten are working on 2 book for
the 20“‘ Century Fund on planning methoeds and technigues,
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