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Reægps of research currently being; ccnducted lu the

Dmd.ug ay recent vacation In tl?.e United States^ I attested to find 
out what is being done in the field of cconcaic and social planning.

The following list of research projects is the result of cænparsatione 
with Douglas Paata? of the National Planning Association^ Washington D.C.g 
Albert Watterston of the World Bank^ Abdul Rahman^ of*  the United Nations^ 
Louis Lefeberj of ths Massachusetts Inei-itute of Tochnology and other 
economists. While tlia list is intended to be as comprehensive as possible,, 
a number of projects undoubtedly went unnoticed.

The general impression from talking with these people is that relatively 
little is being done. Only a few organised projects are undeææy and the 
remaining research is being conducted principally by a singlo individual. 
Generally speaking most of the work is centered around problems of executing 
developæst plans rather than with their formulation. Unfortunately this 
concern with ^lamentation does not cany over into the field of economic 
policy and ^rk in that field seems to be isolated from the concept of national 
development planning.
1. The largest single project was recently undertaken by the National 

Planning Association,. Washington under contrat with the Agonir 
for International Dsvelopmsnt. Its major goal is to provide an analysis and 
evaluation of development planning useful for dealing with actual problems 
of planning in less-developed areas. This goal includes few specific 
objectives;

I. To examine and evaluate the relevance of the existing literature 
on planning techniques to the problems aenfronting developmant 
planners$

II. To examino and^ insofar as possible^ to genemlisse from the 
experience of underdeveloped countries in dealing with k^ planning 
functions (such as mobilization of critical resources, project 
selection^? and plan monitoring and control) to point up major 
problem areas in actual planning operations^
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III. To develop improved techniques of pJmi formulation^ iaplemantation,, 
activation and control appropriate to planning in the diversity 
of conditions found in less.-developed countries;

IV. To indicate^, on the basis of these findings, pri.oritios for 
further research in the field of development planning.

In additif to the above project^ the K?A also candes out research 
on the American economy. These are:

Renter for Economic Fro .lections publishes an annual comprehensive 
report of 5 and 10 years economic projections for the American 
economy; numerous detailed economic analyses of specific producing 
and consuming sectors of the economy; regional studios and other 
periodic reports. The Center has its cun staff of 15 economists 
and statisticians.

Project is developing 
a generalised qystem for programming the performance of a act of 
intei^dependent activities^ over time, subject to a variety of 
restrictions. The initial statistical inplementation of the 
PARU system a dynamic model of the American Eocncny consists 
of about 2 000 production and service activities PAW has a 
professional staff of 24 economists^, mathomaticim^s and compeer 
progmîmers.

C^^^Qt-^^r.ltyi.Analysi^ makes available data and tedhniqœs 
^M.eh are useful in assessing hw U.S resources can be allocated 
to achieve various rational go9.1s^ demastie and international^ and 
how resources can be expanded and their allocation improved.

2. A second mjor research program is underway at the M&moll School of 
Citysenship and Public Affaire at Syracuse University^ New York State.

Under the guidance of Bertram Grosa^ the project is oriented mors to the 
sociological aspects of develop planning. This behavioral approach is 
designed to study people and organisations -an.gag^i in seonomic planning. The 
usefulness of this approach seems t^estiomblog but. nothing has been published 
yet so it is too early to judge.



The project will study behavioral problems such as:
a) Planners as members of or^mimtions with special problem 

of survival and performance and varying patterns of internal 
cooperation and conflict.

b) Planning organisations in terms of the interactions among them 
and the environment in which they operate.

The project will also cover such aspects of national planning as:
a) The cultural^ social and political fmm^rork of planning?
b) The différât conceptions of the planning process?
e) The different types of foisal and informal organJ^ation 

in the planning process^
d) The bread spectrum of multiple purposes tward which 

planning is directed.;
e) The implementation aspect a of planning with particular attention 

to interest groupspt%^r mobH^ation,. cŒimmication and 
information systems agid the strategies and tactics of conflicto 
cŒ^  and integration?rcmi.se

f) The issergenee of planning theories and specialised techniques g
g) The relation er balance between goveismiental and ncn=govemmental 

activities?
h) The role of Science and technology?
i) The assumed and actual role of foreign advisors., foreign aid 

and other influences in the national planning process.
The tan year time table far accomplishing the above objectives is as 

follows?
3^63^64 Preliminary sarv^rs in a large mmber of cowtrd^s?
1965 A study in depth prepared for 4^5 selected ccamtriesg 
I965-7O Make ths studies and analyse ths results.

3. Another series of studies is being prepared by the Intematid^l 
Dsv^Lopsœnt Research Carter at the University of Indiana, Blocsd.ngt.cn.

Illinois. people are associated with 'this project Stefan Rchuck and 
Frederick Riggs - although, others are presumably participating, fortunately 
the list of topics does not indicate ths purpose of the projects

rcmi.se
Blocsd.ngt.cn


a) The potabilities of differing industrialisation bmtegisg 
b) The role of technology in the dovslopment procos^ 
c) Educational and manpower pla^ming^
d) Function of mses ceammieations in nation building^
e) Problem of ^port œ^ansiœi
f) AdiuiRistxubllity of various (:mrkb and nan^rket)  eoonoBtic 

control Mei<haaj.sss^
*

4. The Yale Economic Growth Cebar directed by Lloyd Reynolds is 
currently engaged in a lumber of country studies. A number of 

theoretical prohiba concerned with development will, be treated by senior 
econcsd.sts<; while specific obstacles to growth and the institutional 
framework of the selected, underdeveloped countries will hs treated by 
doctoral candidates.
5. A number of economists have undertaken individual research projectss 

a) Louis Lof obey at the Massachusetts Institue of Technology Ims 
prepared a 4-5 sector "optimisation^ model for India and is new 
feeding data into the modele The model is designed to value 
relative scarcities and is not suitable for guiding eccnœBio 
policy^

b) R. S. Eckaus at HIT is working on problem of implementing a 
multisectoral iiTtertemporal pJmming model for Indian

c) Saul. Katz,, Uaivorslty of Pittsburg - research on prchl.om 
of implemimting development plans - especially admind.stmticn$

d)  Wolf Jr... RAMD Corporation., Koi-^ica.g. California^ 
is working on a savings model and testing various hipotheses 
regarding savings hebaviorg

CharJ.es

e) Gustav Papanek^ Harvard University^ c&untxy studies and the 
use of social accounting prices^

f ) Benjamin Higgins, of Texas, Austin, Tosas, educational
planning

g) Gty Orcubtg University of Wisconsin Use of sismlation models 
for the U.S. econæayg

CharJ.es





