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Note by the S e c r e t a r i a t on i t e m 6 of the p r o v i s i o n a l agenda. 

The S e c r e t a r i a t paper on the "Scope and Func t ions of the Economic 

Commission fo r L a t i n America" notes tha t one f u n c t i o n w i t h i n the Com­

m i s s i o n ' s terms of r e fe rence , on which the Commission may care t o i n i ­

t i a t e a c t i o n f o r t h v a t h , i s the sub jec t of exper t a s s i s t a n c e and t e c h n i c a l 

t r a i n i n g . T h i s note desc r ibes b r i e f l y the type of f a c i l i t i e s which U n i t e d 

Na t ions agencies can a s s i s t i n p r o v i d i n g pnd i n d i c a t e s c e r t a i n l i n e s o f 

a c t i v i t y which the Commission may wish to c o n s i d e r . 

The s i g n i f i c a n c e of expert a s s i s t ance and t e c h n i c a l t r a i n i n g i n the 

implementa t ion o f A r t i c l e s 55 > 56 and 62 of the Char te r o f t he Un i t ed 

Na t ions has been e s t a b l i s h e d by a c t i o n s of t he p r i n c i p a l organs o f the 

U n i t e d N a t i o n s , The Genera l Assembly, i n a r e s o l u t i o n of 14 December 

1946, r e f e r r e d t o the Economic and S o c i a l C o u n c i l the q u e s t i o n o f f u r n i s h ­

i n g exper t advice t o Member n a t i o n s , . The Economic and S o c i a l C o u n c i l i n a 

subsequent r e s o l u t i o n of 28 i-i?rch 1947 i n s t r u c t e d t h e S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l t o 

e s t a b l i s h machinery designed t o a s s i s t Member Governments i n s e c u r i n g , among 

o the r t h i n g s , t e c h n i c a l a d v i c e , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n the form o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l 

teams of e x p e r t s . Fu r the r recommandations i n the same d i r e c t i o n have been 

t a k e n by o ther organs o f the C o u n c i l such as the Economic and Employment 

Commission and i t s Sub-Commission on Economic Development, the Economic 

Commission f o r A s i a and t he Fa r E a s t , t he S o c i a l Commission, and the Po­

p u l a t i o n Commission. 

The s p e c i a l i z e d agencies a l s o have g i v e n c o n s i d e r a b l e a t t e n t i o n t o 

t h i s sub jec t , and have i n t roduced i n t h e i r programmes appropr i a t e p r o ­

visions f o r 
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v i s i o n s f o r t e c h n i c a l advice or t e c h n i c a l t r a i n i n g t o Meubers on r e ­

ques t . 

I n v i e w o f these a c t i v i t i e s , the Economic Commission f o r L a t i n 

i ' n c r i c ? iiry wish to cons ide r means by which exper t a s s i s t a n c e and t e c h ­

n i c a l t r a i n i n g c m be rendered t o coun t r i e s w i t h i n i t s geograph ica l 

scope. The Commission may fu r the r wi sh t o exrxi inc the exper ience o f 

e ther org-ns o f the U n i t e d Nat ions i n order t o judge what forms o f t r a i n ­

i n g and a s s i s t a n c e ere adaptable t o the c o u n t r i e s o f L ^ t i n America and 

t o f i n d moans by which t h e y might be ob ta ined f o r use i n L a t i n Amer ica . 

A repor t on t e c h n i c a l a s s i s t a n c e i n economic development a v a i l a b l e 

through the U n i t e d Nat ions and t h e s p e c i a l i z e d agenc ies , prepared by the 

U n i t e d Nat ions S e c r e t a r i a t i n c o l l a b o r a t i o n w i t h the specialized agenc ies , 

s^ts out a comprehensive d e s c r i p t i o n of f a c i l i t i e s a v a i l a b l e . Copies o f 

t h i s repor t w i l l be made a v a i l a b l e t o the members o f the Commission, 

Where Member Governments r e q u i r e exper t a s s i s t ance i n connec t ion w i t h 

Measures f a l l i n g w i t h i n the terms o f reference o f the Commission, the Se­

c r e t a r i a t cou ld o f f u r i t s a s s i s t a n c e . Such a s s i s t ance n i g h t t ake the form, 

f o r cxa - ip l c , o f o r g a n i s i n g sma l l i n t e r n a t i o n a l teams of expur ts p rov ided 

by o r through the U n i t e d Nat ions and the s p e c i a l i z e d agenc ies , who would » 

investigate spÀ r epo r t on an agreed group o f problems. The o r g a n i z a t i o n 

of such teams would ne t , o f course , p rec lude the i n v i t a t i o n of s p e c i a l i s t s 

from s i n g l e s p e c i r l i z e d agencies i n connec t ion w i t h any. s p e c i f i c problems 

i n the f i e l d o f those s p e c i a l i z e d a g e n c i e s „ 

I n a statement by the Sec re t a ry -Gene ra l t o the Economic and S o c i a l 

C o u n c i l (document E / 4 7 l / A d d , 2 ) the q u e s t i o n of the reimbursement o f the 

S e c r e t a r i a t f o r expert a s s i s t ance p rov ided t o Hei.bor-Governments was 

d e a l t w i t h as f o l l o w s : 

" In those in s t ances where the p r o v i s i o n of exper t a s s i s t a n c e 

i n v o l v e s the assignment o f s t a f f from the U n i t e d N a t i o n s , the Se­

cret- 1 r y - G e n e r a l proposes t o f o l l o w t he g e n e r a l p o l i c y tha t the 



U n i t e d Mations w i l l pay t h e s a l a r i e s o f such s t a f f so 

long as replacement i s not r e q u i r e d , and t h a t the re cues t i n g 

Governments w i l l be asked to reimburse the Uni ted Na t ions 

f o r other c o s t s . TJhere the p r o v i s i o n o f exper ts from the 

s t a f f o f the Uni ted Na t ions n e c e s s i t a t e s temporary r e p l a c e ­

ment o f pe rsonne l , the S e c r e t a r y - Gene r a l proposes to request 

t he Governments seeking ass i s tance t o pay fo r t h e c o s t s 

i n v o l v e d i n making such rep lacements . " 

The Un i t ed Nat ions and the s p e c i a l i z e d agencies are a l s o p repared 

to provide to Members t e c h n i c a l adv i se r s on p a r t i c u l a r aspec t s o f development. 

In t h i s connec t ion smal l t e c h n i c a l m i s s i o n s t o a s s i s t i n the o r g a n i z a t i o n 

of f i s c a l a d a i n i s t r a t i on have been sent ; re s p o n s i b l e s p e c i a l i z e d agenc i e s 

have heLped to e s t a b l i s h or improve p u b l i c h e a l t h s e r v i c e s , t o act i n t h e 

development o f a g r i c u l t u r e and f o r e s t r y , t o a s s i s t i n the development o f 

s o c i a l s e c u r i t y sj^stems, and i n many s i m i l a r u n d e r t a k i n g s . The p e r s o n n e l 

of t e c h n i c a l miss ions sent out by the Un i t ed Nat ions and the s o e c i a l d z e d 

agencies i n so ie cases have been charged o n l y w i t h the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of 

a d v i s i n g on p a r t i c u l a r pro biens o f development. In o ther ca ses , 

however, t h e i r p r i n c i p a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y has been t o p rov ide t r a i n i n g i n 

v a r i o u s aspects of development. 

At t h i s s tage -2 the C o m i s s i o n ' s work, however, a t t e n t i o n might 

w e l l be focused on two o ther types o f a c t i v i t y i n t h i s genera l f i e l d . A 

b r i e f d e s c r i p t i o n o f t h e s e a c t i v i t i e s f o l l o w s . 

T e c h n i c a l Informat ion 

The d i s s emina t i on of t e c h n i c a l i n f o r m a t i o n may, i n s p e c i a l cases , 

be a s e r v i c e o f g rea t importance, e s p e c i a l l y inhere i t i n v o l v e s t he 

i m p a r t i n g o f p r a c t i c a l exper ience . In g e n e r a l , however, i t i s l i k e l y tha t 

ii'ember Government s have access to p u b l i c a t i o n s o f a t e c h n i c a l c h a r a c t e r 

s u f f i c i a i t to s a t i s f y t h e i r needs. In e x c e p t i o n a l cases the Commission 's 

s e c r e t a r i a t would always be a v a i l a b l e t o a s s i s t i n l o c a t i n g l i t e r a t u r e 

on a s p e c i f i c t o p i c , from i t s own resources or through the s p e c i a l i z e d 

agencies o r other r e c o g n i z e d e n a m e l s . E q u a l l y , the s e r v i c e s of an 
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expert i n a g i v e n f i e l d could be arranged on terms cor responding t o those 

S2t out above. This i s an area i n which c o n s i d e r a b l e experiment i s 

p o s s i b l e i f ii'ember Governments encounter d i f f i c u l t i e s i n s a t i s f y i n g t h e i r 

own requi re ment s . 

T e c h n i c a l t r a i n i n g 

The t e c h n i c a l t r a i n i n g requirements of "ember Governments i n an 

area such as L a t i n America are l i k e l y t o be d i v e r s e and e x t e n s i v e . Except 

agains t s p e c i f i c reques ts and reimbursement f o r s e r v i c e s o r o v i d e d , i t i s 

u n l i k e l y that the S e c r e t a r i a t cou ld meet more than o c c a s i o n a l demands o f 

a not too h i g h l y s p e c i a l i z e d c h a r a c t e r . 

Recogniz ing t h i s , the Uni ted Nat ions and the specialized agenc ies 

have set up some machinery t o s i m p l i f y the process of overseas educa t ion . 

In some cases , they have made p r o v i s i o n s f o r i n - s e r v i c e t r a i n i n g i n the 

agencies concerned; i n o thers they have obta ined o r p rov ided funds f o r 

f e l l o w s h i p s i n i n s t i t u t i o n s of h igher l e a r n i n g ; and i n o ther cases they 

have set up i n t e r n a t i o n a l t r a i n i n g c e n t r e s , s t a f f ed i n p a r t b y t h e i r own 

employees, i n Which students from I'ember coun t r i e s may r e c e i v e t r a i n i n g . 

In a d d i t i o n , f o r many years there have e x i s t e d a number o f governmental , 

i n t e r g o v e r n m e n t a l and p r i v a t e i n s t i t u t i o n s which make a v a i l a b l e f e l l o w ­

ships i n the f i e l d of t e c h n i c a l t r a i n i n g . The v a l u a b l e experience gained f 

here might w e l l be s tud ied and made a v a i l a b l e t o t he Member Governments 

o f t h e Commission. 

I n cons ide r ing these and o the r forms o f t e c h n i c a l t r a i n i n g and 

a s s i s t a n c e , the Commission may be e s p e c i a l l y i n t e r e s t e d t o know of t h e 

s tudy, T r a i n i n g of T e c h n i c a l Personnel i n the Economic F i e l d and t he Use 

o f Exper t A s s i s t a n c e by, Member, Government s (document E / C N . 1 1 / 4 0 ) . Th i s 

s tudy, prepared by the S e c r e t a r i a t o f t he Economic Commission for As i a and 

the Far Eas t , examines t he experience of the Far Eas te rn c o u n t r i e s i n 

ob t a in ing t e c h n i c a l a s s i s t ance and t e c h n i c a l t r a i n i n g , bo th at home and 

abroad, and the p o t e n t i a l requirements of these coun t r i e s f o r t e c h n i c a l l y 

t r a i n e d pe r sonne l . The report a l so i n d i c a t e s s p e c i f i c l i n e s which may 



be pursued i n f u r t h e r s t u d i e s o f t he s u b j e c t . 

From the above d e s c r i p t i o n o f c e r t a i n types of s e r v i c e i n 

respect o f t e c h n i c a l a s s i s t a n c e , t he Commission may wish t o cons ide r 

a c t i o n on such l i n e s as the f o l l o w i n g : 

1. C o l l e c t i n g and p l a c i n g at the d i s p o s a l o f lierriber 

coun t r i e s i n f o r m a t i o n concern ing e x i s t i n g f a c i l i t i e s 

f o r the t r a i n i n g of t e c h n i c a l and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e 

personne l and exchange o f t r a i n e e s w i t h i n l a t i n America 

and the f a c i l i t i e s a v a i l a b l e i n c o u n t r i e s o u t s i d e the 

r eg ion f o r n a t i o n a l s of t he r egLon . 

2 . Studying measures which might be t aken to extend and 

promote such f a c i l i t i e s w i t h i n the r e g i o n ; and the 

manner i n which t he Commission cou ld a s s i s t and co-opera te 

i n such measures. 

3 . F a c i l i t a t i n g con tac t between c o u n t r i e s needing 

t r a i n i n g f a c i l i t i e s and t he c o u n t r i e s , i n s t i t u t i o n s o r 

o r g a n i z a t i o n s able to p rov ide such s e r v i c e s . 

4 . F a c i l i t a t i n g the p r o v i s i o n o f expert a s s i s t ance 

through the S e c r e t a r i a t , s p e c i a l i z e d agenc ies , p r o ­

f e s s i o n a l a s s o c i a t i o n s o r o t h e r w i s e . 




