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RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY AT ITS
TWENTY~FIFTH SESSION
(15 September - 17 December 1370)

Resolution 2626 (XXV) International Development Strategy for the Second
Unjted Nations Development Decade

This resolution was one of the documents adopted at the commemorative
session of the General Assembly on 24 October 1970.

The initial draft of the resclution was introduced in the Second
Committee by the representative of India on behalf of &9 developing
countries,

In the debate the developing countries stressed the necessity of
including exact targsts and dates into the text while the developed countries
favoured a more general approach without specific obligationse

A revised draft of the resolution was adopted by the Second Committee
on 15 October without voting, and the General Assembly adopted it (ailso
without voting) at its 1883rd plenary meeting on 24 October 1970.

The r=solution proclaimed the Second United Nations Development Decade
starting from 1 January 1971,

The complete text of this resolution will be distributed to
delegations attending the fourteenth session of ECLA,

Resolution 2538 (XXV)  Special Internaticnzl Conference of the United Nations
Tndushriel Development Qrzanizat:on

The following countries members of ECLA participated in the debate
leadinz to the adoption of this resolution: Bolivia, Brazil, Canada,
Chile, Mexico, Peru, United States,

During the discussions of JDB's report on its fourth session,
particularly the Board’s resolution 29 (IV) on the conveniig of a special
internctional conference, most of the representatives egreed on the need
for such g conference to give UNIDO a clear orientation for its work during
the Second United Nations Development Decade, to define its organizational
structure and to examine questions related to its financinge.

The resolution itself decided to convene the said International
Conference, to be held in Vienna from 1 to 8 June 1971; reguested the
Executive Director and the Advisory Committee for the Conference to
prepare the necessary documentation sufficiently in advance to enable the
IDB Board, at its fifth session, to undertake comprehensive consultations
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and preparatory work in this respect, considered that the preparatory work
should be undertaken with due regard Yo the relevant discussions in the
General Assembly; and, finally, requested the Special International
Conference to transmit its report through ECOSOC to the General Assembly
at its twenty-sixth cession.

Resolution 2639 (XXV) Report on the Industrial Development Board

The following countries members of ECLA participated in the debate
leading to the adoption of this resolution: Bolivias Brazil, Canada, Chile,
Mexico, Peru, United States,

During the discussions on the Board's report on its fourth session
(4/8016), some significant points were put forward such as the need for
UNIDO'e future work tc became increasingly operational, in particular for
the organization®s capacity to act as an executing agency for UNDP to be
strengthened; as well as the need for it to play a more active part in
the future within the context of the Second United Nations Development Decades
There were favourable comments on the progress made in harmonizing activities
with the regional economic ccmnissions and UNESOB, which helped to achieve
not only greater co~ordination but more effective use of available rescurcess
On the subjzct of regional problems attention was drawn to the fact that
Latin America'ls participation in UNIDC!'s technical co-operation activities
was unsatisfactory and ecalled for rapid improvement. One aspect of UNIDO's
activities which was widely commended referred to the Special Industrial
Services (SIS).

In the resolvtion itself, the General Assembly urged the IDB to
ensure that all resources available should be used to serve most effectively
the objectives of industrialization within the framework of the Second
United Naticns Development Decade; stressed the need to provide UNIDO
with adequale manpower and rescurces for its field activities; recommended
that UNDP study ways and means of increasing the number of projects for
vhich UNIDO is designated as executing agency.

The General Assembly also reaffirmed the importance of the programme
of industrial field advisers and urged UNDP to provide the necessary
financing for a larger number of field advisers; requested UNDP to ensure
the continuity of the programme of Special Industrial Services; drew the
attention of Governments to its invitation to provide additional resources
through voluntary contributions to UNIDO, and finally, requested the
Executive Director of UNIDO to enter into appropriate arrangements with
the Secretary-General of UNCTAD in order to enable the developing countries
to derive increasing benefits from the system of generalized, non~reciprocal,
non~discriminatory preferences.

/Resolution 2641 (XXV)
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Resolution 2641 (XXV) Review and appraisal of the objectives and policies
- of the International Development Strategy

. Th? following representatives of Member States of ECLA participated
in t@e glscussion in the Second Committee leading to the adoption of this
resolution: Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Jamaica, Mexico, Venezuelae

This resolution, had no opposition and was adopted without objection.
During the discussion in the Camittee the Under-Secretary~General for
Econamic and Social Affairs mentioned two main functions of the proposed
machinery: first, to take stock periodically of the progress achieved in
order to provide orientation for national and international rolicies, and
secondly, to facilitate any revision or adjustment of the frame of reference

hat might be required,

Some delegates noted with satisfaction that ECOSOC in its resolution
1556B (XLIX), had expressed its readiness to assume responsibility for
assisting the General Assembly in the task of review and appraisal; actually,
in their view, the Council should play a major rocle in the review mechanism
for the development strategy.

In this resolution the General Assembly took note of ECOS0C resolution
155¢B (XLIX) of 31 July 1970 and requested UNCTAD/UNIDO, the specialized
agencies, the regional economic commissions, UNESOB and other organizations
of the United Nations fumily to continue to review progress in their
respective sectors according to the procedures aiready established and
to be adopted as necessary.

Resolution 2658 (XXV) The role of modern science and technologv in the
development of nations and the need to shrengthen
econoric and techricowsuisntific co-cperation
among States

The following members of ECLA countries participated in the debate
leading to the adoption of this resolution: Brazil, Canada, Chile,
United States, Venezuela.

The original draft of this resolution, prompted no rezl debate
since practically all delegations agreed with the scope and substance
of its main provisions. During the discussions of the item, concern
was voiced about the fragmented nature of the study of the problem,
the lack of an over-all evaluation and of a uniform approach to the
question,

Operative paragraphs 2 and 3 called upon Governments to encourage
increased international technical and scientific co~operation and
recognized the importance of direct channels of co-operation among
universities, institutes, laboratories and other institutions in different
countries. Paragraphs 4 to 8 of the resolution invited the competent

/organs and
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organs and organizations of the United Nations system, including the
regional economic commissions and UNESOB, to intensify economic, scientific
and technical co—operation within their current and future programmes,

and to support the efforts made by Member States, while UNDP and the
international financial institutions were invited to give priority to
projects relating to the application of science and technology to
develorment .

Paragraph 8 requested the Secretary-General to prepare a study which
would evaluate the implications of modern science and technology for
development, appraise the results achieved and the difficulties encountered,
suggest practical ways and means of strengthening international co-~operation,
and suggest forms of international action within the framework of the
hited Nations system to ensure that scientific achievements are of
benelit to all countries, especially the developing ccuntriess Operative
paragaph 9@ providad for an over-all appraisal that would make it possible
for the Uniled Nations to arrive at a clearer concept cf all the problems
involved., Finally, paragraph 10 requested the Secretary-General to
inform ECOSOC, at its fifty-first session, of the progress made in
preparing the study.

Resolution 2659 (XXV) Feasibility of creating an international corps
of volunteers for development

The fellowing representatives of ECLA countries participated in
the discussions in the Second Committee: Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil,
Canada, Chile, Colombia, Mexico, Venezuela.

Most of the wembers spesking on the subject expressed their approval
for the estatlishment of an international group <f volunteers, to be
designated as United Nations Volunteers. Iiowever, the supporters cf the
rasolution also emphasized that certain essential conditions shauld be
met, to ensure the success of the new venture.

Volunteers should be recruited on as wide a geographical basis as
possible, including in particular the developing countries. Volunteers
should have the technicel and personal qualifications ieg:iired, and
should not be sent to a country except at the explicit request and with
the exnlicit approval of the Government concerned. Thev should not
displace local workers or other volunteers in the recipient countries.
It was also hoped that the central unit to be established in UNDP
to co-ordinate the volunteer programme would not be too bureaucratic,
since volunteers were different from experts, diplomats or regular
members of the Secretariat. Close contact with youth organizations was
also considered desirable.

The draft resolution was adopted by 60 votes to none, with 16 abstentions

in the Second Committee. The General Assembly adopted the resolution by
91 votes to none, with 12 abstentionse

/In this
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In this resolution the General Assembly decided to establish
within the existing framework of the United Nations system, with
effect from 1 January 197, an international group of volunteers
the members of which would be designated collectively and individually
as United Nations Volunteers. The General Assembly also requested
the Secretary--General to designate the Administrator of UNDP as the
Administrator of the United Nations Volunteers; and in consultation
with the Administrator ol the UNDP, to appoint a co~ordinator, within
the framework of the Programme, to promote and co~ordinate the recruitment,
selection, training and adainistrative management of the activities of
the United Nations Volunteers within the United Nations system in
collaberation with the United Nations agencies concerned and in co~operation
with organizations concerned with national and international voluntary
services and, where appropriate, with relevant youth organizations.

Resolution 2681 (¥XV) Unified approach to economic and social planning
in national development

The fcllowing representatives of ECLA countries participated in
the discussions in the Second Committee: Argentina, Brazil, Ecuador,
Jaraica, Mexico, Nicarzgua, Venezuela.

Most of the representatives participating in the discussions
endorzed the views of the speusors, agreeing thal a unified approach,
brr paying attention to koth eccromic and social factors, should ensure
a balenced and harmonious development process, However, a nuiber of
representatives suggested amendments to clarify certain concepts and
improve the text,

However, the representative of Greece was wondering whether it
was not premature to euphasize the social aspects of duvelorment, before
the Second Development Decade nad even besun. le was concerned over the
reaning that couid be attributed to the draft resoluticn. The
representatives of Bolivia and Mexico agreed that wealth must first be
created before it could be equitably distributed.

The representative of Sweden explained that it wes certainly not
the intention of the experts at Stockholm to emphasize orly one aspect
of development. She also emphasized that none of the provisions of the
draft resolution made any demands on any Member State, The draft
resolution also underscored the sovereign right of all Member States
to assume full responsibility for their own planninge

The draft resolution, as amended, was adopted in the Secend

Comittee, by 68 votes to none, with 8 abstentions. The vote in the
General Assembly was 100 in favour, none against, with 10 abstentions.

/In this
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In this resolution, the General Assembly confirmed the need for
unified approach to development analysis and planning which would fully
integrate the economic end social components in the formulation of policies
and programmes. It endorsed Economic and Social Council resodiution
149L (XIVIII) and supported in particular the views of the Meeting of
Experts on Social Policy and Planning in National Development regarding
the need to include certain components in such an approach. Of particular
relevance to the regional commnissions and UNESOB seems the request contained
in this resolution that those bodies responsible for the implementation
of the International Development Strategy, as well as for the various
social and economic long-term plans and programmes worked out within the
United Nations system in the context of the Decade and for the review and
eppraisal of objectives and policies during the Decade, to aim at the most
effective integration of policy measures across the different sectors,
appreach. The General Assembly also requested the Secretary-General
to sugzest, in co-operation with other organizations of the United Hations
system and the Unitzd Nations Research Institute for Seocial Development,
specific measures for the refinement and unification of methods for
collecting and evaluating social data and information at the national and
inteinational levels, in the context of his study requested in ECOSOC
resolution 1494 (XVIII)., It further requested the Sesretary~Generezl, in
the context of the above-mentioned study, to evolve methods and techniques
for the application of a unified approach to development, to be put at tae
dispcsal of Govenurents at thelr request,

Resolution 2682 (XXV) Multilateral food aid

In this resolution the General Assembly reaffirmed that the wltimate
solution of the fond problems of the developing countries lay in increased
production in the develcping countries with a food deficit, in the context
of their general economic development, with the co-operazion of the
developed countries. Also of interest to the regional commissions and
UNESOB is the request to the United Nations/FAO Intergovernmental Committee
of the World Food Programme, drawing on assistance as appropriate from
the United Nations, FAO, and other interested organizations within the
Unived Nations family, to review at its next session pregress made on the
proposals in the report (Food aid and related issues during the Second
Development. Decade (E/4835)) and to submit its findings to the ECOSOC for
transmission to the General Assembly at its twenty-~-eighth session.

Resolution 2683 (XXV) World Population Year

The following representatives of ECLA countries participsted in the
discussion leading to the adoption of this resolution: Argentina, Brazil,
Canada, Bolivia, Chile, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Guatemala, Mextico,
Panama, Peru, Venezuela.

/The Director
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The Director of the Population Division in introducing the item
drew attention to the report on the World Population Situation, pointed
out that since the Council had considered the report at its forty-eighth
session, the Population Division had revised the projections of total
population and those of urban and rural population up to the year
2000, The new estimates of world population for the year 2000 amounted
to 6,493 million, or 5.9 per cent more than earlier. This figure
included 5,040 million for the developing regions (7.5 per cent more),
and 1,453 million for the more developed regions (0.8 per cent more).

Most of the representatives from ECE and ECAFE countries speaking on
the item emphasized the importance of international and national efforts
to cope with the problems created by the population explosion, and to
study the relationship of population growth to econamic and social development.
Most of them were also in favour of the World Population Conference and the
World Population Ysar. They were also supporting the draft resolution.

On the other hand most of the speakers from ECLA, ECA and the UNESCB
region pointed out that the pcpulation problem differed from region to
region and from country to country. Many emphasized that their problem
was underpepiilation rather than overpopulation. It was pointed out that
thess differences were not given sufficient attention in the draft
resolution

The representatives of Japan drew the attention of the Cammittee to
the very important role played by the regional economic commissions in the
porulation field.

The representative of Sudan stated that his country would rather see
population programmes vlanned and operated on a regional basis, He also
believed that the rsgional economic commissions were well placed to study
the regional aspects of the problems concerned.

In this resolution the General Assembly designated the year 1974 as
World Population Year. It acknowledged that the formulation and implementation
of population policies and programmes were matters falling under the
internal competence of each country and, consequently, that international
action in the population sphere should be responsive to the varied needs
and requests of individusl Member States. The regional economic commissions
and UNESOB should also be interested in the request to the Secretary-General,
to prepare, in consultation with interested Member States, & detailed
programme of proposed measures and activities to be undertaken by the
organizations of the United Nations system during the year 1974, taking
into account the different character of population problems in each country
and region, the population policies of Member States, as well as the
proposals contained in the Secretary-General!s report on the question of
holding a third world population conference (E/CN,9/224) and to submit it
to the ECOSOC in 1972 through the Population Commission at its sixteenth
session. The General Assembly also invited interested organizations of
the United Nations system to render the necessary assistance to the
Secretary-General in preparing the programme of measures and activities
for the World Population Year,

/Resolution 2684 (XXV)
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Resolution 2684 (XXV) Increase in the production and use of edible protein

The following representatives of ECLA countries participated in the
debate leading to the adoption of this resolution: Argentina, Brazil,
Canada, Chile, Uruguay.

A1l the representatives speaking on the question were in agreement
concerning the urgent need to increase the production and use of edible
protein and to make international action in this respect more effectives
However, they differed in the approach which they thought should be adopted.
llalaysia, Indonesia, India, Kenya, Chile and Israel were generally in
favour of creating a new protein policy body or strengthening the power
and status of the Protein Advisory Group. Several among them also
emphasized the importance of increasing the funds devoted to the solution
of this problem. France, USSR, Thailand, Japan, UAR, were of the opinion
that it was not advisable to create a new body. The USSR and Japan &lso
considered that it was not necessary to channel resources to a protein
proaotion fund, but that the problem of increasing protein production
should be considered within the more general context of over-all economic
and social development, including the increase of agricultural outputs
and fish ylelds. Some representatives supported the suggestion of the
Advicory Committee that the Secretary-General prepare a bread statement
of strategy which would indicate the role that the Governments znd
international institutions should plan in reducing the magnitude of the
protein problem. The UAR enphasized the importance of the role of the
regional commissions in helping to solve the protein protlem.

The draft resolution as amended was adopted, in the Second Committee
by 87 votes to none, with ten abstentions., The General Assembly adopted
the resolution by 10l votes to none, with ten abstentions.

In this resoclution the General Assembly requested the Secretary-
Ceneral to prepare, with the assistance of independent experts and in
close consultation with the agencies and organizations of the United Nations
fanily, a concise report on the possible elements of a broad statement of
strategy, as contemplated by the Advisory Committee on the Application of
Science and Technology to Development, suggesting the role of Governments
end the contribution of the United Nations system in closing the protein
gap and including recommendations regarding those proposals already put
forward which were found to be both desirable and feasible, together with
an indication of the possible means of their implementation. Also of
interest to the regional commissions and UNESOB is the fact that the
General Assembly recommended, in the meantime, that the Secretary-General
should take all possible steps in pursuance of paragraphs 3 and 5 of
General Assembly resolution 2416 (XXIII), that +he UNDP should give
increased attention to projects directly related to the protein problem,
and that the Protein Advisory Group, the specialized agencies and other
United Nations organizations should continue and intensify their current
activities in this field,

/Resolution 2685 (XXV)
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Resolution 2685 (XXV) Economic and social consequences of disarmament

The following representatives of ECLA countries spoke during the
debate, in the Second Committee, leading to the adoption of this
resolution: Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Mexico, Peru.

During the debate on this resolution it was pointed out that
military expenditures continued to increase in recent years by almost
nine per cent a year, There wzs also the tendency that recently the
military budgets of the developing countries increased at a greater
percentage than that of the world total. World military expenditures
had reached the record figure of $ 200,000 million in 1969, far exceeding
the investment expenditures of the less developed countries. It had been
proposed that a Disarmament Decade should be proclaimed, which should be
closely linked to the Development Decade. Funds which would become
avallable through the reduction of military expenditures or even through
stabilizing or <urtailing of these expenditures should be channelled into
development funds such as the Capital Development Fund. Thus, disarmament
could no longer be viewed merely as a political and security problere
The transfer of resources to peaceful purposes should not be made dependent
on the ultimate formalization of agreements on general and complete
disarmament. It should be a continuous process which orient the resources
of the world to positive purposes.

The draft resolution was adopted, in the Second Comittee by 74 votes
to nine, with fourteen abstentions. The vote in the General Assembly was
&7 in favour, nine against, with fourteen abstentions.

Of interest to the regional commissions and UNESOB seems the
request of the General Assembly that the Secretary-General, in consultation
with such advisers as he might deem necessary to designate, (a) to
formulate suggestions for the guidance of Member States, the specialized
agencies and the IAEA, as well as other organizations in the United Nations
fomily, with a view to establishing the link between the Disarmament Decade
and the Second United Nations Development Decade so that an appropriate
portion of the resources that were released as a consequence of progress
tovards general and complete disarmament would be used to increase
asslstance for the economic and social development of developing countries;
(b) to propose measures for the mobilization of world opinion in support
of the link between disarmament and development. The General Assembly
also requested Member States, the specialized agencies and the IAEA, as
well as other organizations in the United Nations family, to submit to
the Secretary-General their camments and recommendations on the matters
mentioned above.

Resolution 2686 (XXV) Regional economic commissions

Speaking on the item on a unified approach to economic and social
plamning in national development, the representative of the Philippines
stated that the names of the regional economic commnissions should be
changed to regional economic and social cammisgsions in order to reflect

/the true
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the true nature of their activities, He subsequently introduced a draft
resolution to this effect, on behalf of Philippines and Thailand. Some
representatives thought that it was inappropriate to change familiar
names, and that the regional economic commissions should have the
opportunity to express their views. It was common knowledge that the
regional commissions also dealt with social problems.

The sponsors, responding to comments, revised the operative paragraph
of the draft resolution and subsequently also accepted an amendment proposed
by the representative of India, so that the final version provided for
consultation with the Secretary-General and also ensured that the views
of the regional economic commissions could be taken into account.

The draft resolution as amended, was adopted in the Second Committee,
by 52 wvotes to 1, with 33 abstentions. The resolution was adopted by
the Generzl Assenbly by 93 votes to none, with seventeen abstentions.

In this resolution the General Assembly recommended that the
Council consider, in consultation with the Secretary-General and taking
into account the views of the regional economic commissions and those
expressed on this subject at the twenty~fifth session of the General
Assembly, the renaming of the commissions as follows: IEconciic and
Social Commission for Hurope; Economic and Social Commission for Asia
and the Far Bast; Lconomic and Social Commission for Latin America and
Econonilc and Social Conmission for Africa.

Resolution 2687 (XXV) Role of the rsgionzl economic comuissions in the
Second United Nations Development DUecade

A draft of this special resolution concerning the role of the regional
economic commissions was intreduced by the delega*ions of India, Indonesia,
the Philippines, Senegsl, the Sudan, Tunisia and Yugoslavia, whici: were
joined later by Iraq, Nigeria, Southern Yemen and Yemen.

In the debate many delegations stressed the vital role of the
regione). economic commissions and UNESOB for promoting regional
co-operation and for the success of the Second Development Descade,

The resolution was adopted in the Committee by 85 votes to two,
with eleven abstentions. The United States delegate, explaining his
negative vote, stressed that the role of the comissions had been already
duly reflected in the resolution on the Intemational Development
Strzategy and a new resolution was unnecessarye

The Genercl Assembly approved the text presented by the Second
Committee voting 99 in favour, one against, with nine abstentions. In
the resolution the General Assembly expressed its appreciction of the
contributions mede ty the regional economic commissions and UNESOB toward

/the formulation
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the formulation of the International Development Strategy and requested
them to continue and further intensify their efforts in helping to promote
on a regional, subregional or inter-regional basis, trade expansion,
economic co-operztion and integration among their member countries.

The Assembly requested the commissions and UNESOB to make suitable
arrangements for conducting regular appraisals and evaluation of the
implementation of the Development Strategy.

The Genercl Assembly also urged that the commissions and UNESOB
be provided with the iwieans and resources necessary to fulfil their role.

Resolution 2691 (¥XV) International University

L5 may be recalled, the idea of considering the establishment of
an intomational university, though not new, had been initially suggested
withipn the United Nations by the Secretary-General in the Introduction
to his 1969 ammual report on the work of the Organization.

General agreement was expressed on the significance of the Secretary-
Genaralt's suggestion on the need to further explore the financial and
crganizatic:zl fennibility of the idea, as well as on the necc to define
as clearly as pos:iible the role of UNESCO, UNITAR and the Secretary-General
himself in tue eccential preliminary studies that are required.

“he resolution, a™er taking note of the relevant documentation,
invited UNZSCO to uadertake, in co~operation with the UN orgcnizations
concerned and the university community, studies of the educational, financial
and organizational aspects of an international uriversity; requested the
Secretary~Censral to continue his consultstions and studies relating to
probl oms whizh are of concern to the United Natic:s in the context of the
establishmont of an intarmaticnal university; invited Governments of
Member States to svbmit to the “ecretary-General “heir preliminary views
and proposals on an internaticaal university.

The General Assembly also authorized the Secretary-General to establish
in due course a panel of experts to assist him in his further -onstitations,
and, f'nally, requasted the S¢rcetary-General to submit a repout on the
studies uncertaken, together vi.h any recommendations, througu ECOS0C to
the General Assembly at its twenty-sixth session.

Resolution 2724 (¥XXV) Identification of the least developed among the
develuping countries

A draft resolution was in“roduced by the representative of the
Sudan, who :xplaiied thet his text did not prejudze the criteria for
the identification of the least developed countries, it simply stressed
the importance of identifying them so that the measures clreacy adopted
in their fevour could be implemented,

/A number
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A number of delegates shared the idea that the least developed among
the developing countries faced particularly urgent problems to which
sclutions must be found as soon as possible. The representative of Ilexico
was of the opinion that UNCTAD and the specialized agencies would play
a particularly important role in identifying the least developed among
the developing countries,

Tn the resolution, which was adopted without objection, the General
Assembly, inter alia. invited ECOSOC, the Trade and Development Board of
UNCTAT: and international bodies responsible for measures to benefit
developing countries, to accord a high priority to the question of the
identification of the least developed among the developing countries,
end roguested the Secretary-General to report to the General Assembly at
its twenty-sixth session on the progress made towards such identificatione

Resolution 2736 (iiV) Composition of the Secretariat

In commenting on the changes which had taken place Zn the composition
of the Secretariat during the past year, a number of delegations emphasized
the persistent under— r:prQSthatlon of individual countries and regions.

On ©he other hard, nationals of over-represented countizies cmbinued to
be anpointed to vacant posts, thus compounding the geographical imbalance
in the Secretarizt.

Several delegatiocns drew attention to the fact that certzin
depovtments and oificec of the Secretariat were particuvlerly uncven in
tﬂc‘; nationality compocition, especially at the senior levsl, In this
connexion, reference was made to the Department of Econanic and Social
Affairs and the regional econonic commissions.

The Cenerel Assemily epuroved the resolution by &l votes in favour,
none against with thirteen abstentions.

In the resclution the Geineral Assembly requested the Sescretary-
General tc continue his efforts to achieve a better geographical
dis*ribution of the staff at 211 levels, particularly at the senior levels
in all fields and approved the guidelines for the recruitment «f ziaff
for the Sesrvetarist, which in vert read: "If, vinen recrvitin: ‘
the repion~l economic comisscicvns, qualified cardidates of coil.
under-reprasentea countries carmmot be found witrin a reascnelis poilns
preierence should be given to ¢ualified candidatos of other cuowntites
the same geogrephical region that are not fully represented, iuking into
full consi<eration the attainment of an equitable geographicai distribution
of pruts erong regions.t

"he Czneral fssembly teook note of the f'oZLl*’*f:i.ng paragreoh in the Fifth
Comritiee!s repcit: "'he Fifll Committee noted ihe under—representation of
women in the Servc tarl «ee and requested the Scuretary-Gen:roil tc encourage
Govermments of linoer States to make available qua11f¢ed worzaii to compete
for positicns of responsibility in the Secretariat, particularly at the
senior level."

/Resolution 2688 (XXV)
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Resolution 2688 (XXV) The capacity of the United Nations development
system

In this resolution the General Assembly, taking note of the
observations iade in the Governing Council of the UNDP at its tenth session
and in the Council at its forty-ninth session, approved the provisions
armnexed to this resolution concerning the UNDP and declared that such
provisions should apply to activities of the Programme commencing from
1 January 1971, taking into account the transitional measures in those
provisions. These provisions are of interest to the regional economic
commissions and UNESOB since they participate in various programmes financed
by UNDP,

Resolution 2717 (XXV) Assistance in cases of natural disaster

This resolution, which was adopted unanimously, may be of concern
to the regional economic commissions and UNESOB, since it calls for
strengthening and better co-ordinating the effort of the United Nations
femily of organizaticns in disaster relief. The General Assambly considers
that additional meas:res are necessary to enable the United Natlons system
to play an effective and more significant role in meeting the needs of
States, especially the developing countries, in relation to natural disasters,
epildemics, famines and similar emergency situations.

During the discussion the Committee had before it a ncte by the
Secretary-General (A/2174/Rev.l) transmitting the text of a telegram
recelved from the Executive Secretary of ECAFE. The document reproduced
a resolution en international action for the mitigation of typhoon damage
adopted by the ECAFE Typhoon Committee at its Third Session held in
November in Bangkok, The avpea’ of the Typhoon Committce to the General
Assexbly has to come extent Leen taken into account in the text of the
General Assembly resolution.

The Secretery-General is requested to prepare a couprchensive report,
which should include, among others, his conclusions and recommendations
on (1) the capacity of the different organizations of the United Nations
systen to contribute assistance in connexion with natural disasters; (2)
the arsas vhere this sssistance might be increased or imace more ef ‘active;
(3) the mecst appropriate means to further strengthen the capocity 7 the
United Nations relating to natural disasters, includirg the (recti.a of
a special permanent office responsible for the orer-all co-cruination of
action; (4) ways and means of ensuring better mobiliaation and co~ordination
of the assistance to be provided through the United Nations and related
organizations.

Resclution 2718 (XXW) Housing, building and plenning

This resolution was adopted by the General Assembly with 106 votes
in favour, none czainst and 9 abstentions.

/Some of
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Some of the measures, which the General Assembly recammends to the
Member States and the United Nations organizations, may be of interest to
the regional economic commissions. Thus, subparagraph (d) of the first
operative paragraph calls for the evolution and application of regional
planning for balanced rural and urban development especially in developing
countries and operative paragraph 2 recommends, inter alia, the establishment
of national and regional centres for studies in planning, designing, social
and adninistrative aspects and experiments in low~cost housing techniques
and activities,

"In operative paragraph 7 the General Assembly considered that the
Centre for Housing, Building and Planning should play a major role in
formulation and co-ordinaticn of United Nations programmes and projects
relating to housing, and that it should be strengthened "as a matter of
high priority" both by greater resources and by additional personnel,

In paragraph 8 of the rasolution the General Assembly Yfurther

considers that it is desireble to strengthen regional co-operation in
the field of housing, building and planning".

Resolution 2746 (XXV) United Nations building in Santiago

The General Assembly took note of the report of the Secretary-
General dealing with the programme of modification and improvemsant of
existing premises and the proposed construction of an additional office
building in Santiago, as well as the related report of the ACABQ;
concurred with the recommendations of the ACABQ as set out in its reports;
and authorized the Secretary-General to carry forward into 1971 the
unencumbered balance of the funds provided in 1970 for the programme of
modification and improvement of the existing United Nations building in
Santiago, and for the preparstion of preliminary plans and cost esbimatés
for the proposed additional office building.

Resolution 2750 (XXV) Reservation exclusively for peaceful purposes of
the sea~bed and the ocean floor, and the subsoil
thereof, underlying the high seas beyond the
limits _of present national jurisdichtion and use
of their resources in the intercgsts o mankingd,
and convening of a conference on the law of the sea

Some of the provisions of this resolution may be of interest to the
regional economic commissions and UNESOB. In resolution A, the General
Assembly, inter alias, requested the Secretary-General to co-operate with
UNCTAD, specialized agencies, and other competent organizations of the
United Nations system in order to:

(a) Identify the problems arising from the production of certain minerals
from the area beyond the limits of national jurisdiction and examine the
impact they would have on the economic well-being of the developing countries,
in particular on prices of mineral exports on the world market;

/(b) Study these
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(b) Study these problems in the light of the scale of possible exploitation
of the sea~bed taking into account the world demand for raw materials and
the evolution of costs and prices;

(e) Propose effective solutions for dealing with these problems.

The General Assembly also requested the Secretary-General, in
co-operation with the above-mentioned organizations, to keep this matter
under constant view so as to submit supplementary information annually
or whenever it was necessary and recommend additional measures in the
light of economic, scientific and technological developments.

In resolution B, the General Assembly requested the Secretary-General
to prepare, in collaboration with UNCTAD and other campetent bodies, an
up~to-date study of the matters referred to in the memorandum dated
14 January 1958 prepared by the Secretariat on the question of free access
of lend-locked countries to the sea, and to supplement that document, in
the light of the events which had occurred in the meantime, with a report
on special problems of land-locked countries relating to the exploration
and exploitation of the resources of the sea~bed and the ocean floor, and
the subsoil thereof, beyond the limits of national jurisdiction.






