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In t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l Development S t ra t egy f o r t h e Second United 

Nat ions Development Decade adopted by t h e General Assembly i t i s s t a t e d 

t h a t t he i n t e r n a t i o n a l community must r i s e t o t h e cha l lenge of t h e 

p re sen t age of unprecedented o p p o r t u n i t i e s o f f e r e d by science and technology 

i n order t h a t t h e s c i e n t i f i c and t echno log ica l advances may be equi tably 

shared by developed and developing c o u n t r i e s , thus con t r ibu t ing t o 

a c c e l e r a t e d economic development throughout the world0 

I n add i t i on t o r e f e r r i n g t o t he e f f o r t s t h a t must be made by both 

t he developing and t he developed coun t r i e s t o t h i s end,, t h e S t ra t egy 

examines t h e r o l e t o be played by i n t e r n a t i o n a l co-opera t ion in t h a t 

process and s t a t e s t h a t i n t e r n a t i o n a l co-opera t ion w i l l be extended f o r 

t h e es tabl i shment and promotion of s c i e n t i f i c r e sea rch and t e chno log i ca l 

a c t i v i t i e s which have a bear ing on t he expansion and modernizat ion of 

t h e economies of developing c o u n t r i e s . I t a l so provides t h a t p a r t i c u l a r 

a t t e n t i o n w i l l be devoted t o f o s t e r i n g technolog ies s u i t a b l e f o r t h e s e 

c o u n t r i e s j concentra ted research e f f o r t s w i l l be made i n r e l a t i o n t o 

s e l e c t e d problems t h e so lu t i ons t o which can have a c a t a l y t i c e f f e c t 

i n a c c e l e r a t i n g development; a s s i s t a n c e w i l l a l so be provided f o r 

bu i ld ing up and, a s a p p r o p r i a t e , f o r expanding and improving resea rch 

i n s t i t u t i o n s i n developing c o u n t r i e s , e spec i a l l y on a r eg iona l or 

subregional b a s i s ; and t h a t e f f o r t s w i l l be made t o promote c lose 

co-opera t ion between t h e s c i e n t i f i c s t a f f of t he r e sea rch cen t res i n 

developing c o u n t r i e s , and between those i n developed and developing 

countr ies« 

For i t s p a r t , t h e Advisory Committee on t he App l i ca t ion of Science 

and Technology t o Development has f o r some years been concerned wi th 

extending, a s f a r a s p o s s i b l e , t he b e n e f i t s t h a t science and technology 

may provide f o r the growth of t h e developing c o u n t r i e s . Indeed, as one 

of i t s many i n i t i a t i v e s , t h e Advisory Committee s eve ra l yea r s ago began 

t o prepare a World Plan of Act ion f o r t h e Appl ica t ion of Science and 

Technology t o Development which w i l l l ay down many of t he exact s t e p s -

and procedures needed t o f u l f i l t h e o b j e c t i v e s s e t by t he General Assembly. 

/ In 1969 
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In 1969, a t t h e reques t of t he Advisory Committee, ECIA, j o i n t l y 

Kith the OAS, submitted proposa ls t o the Committee a t i t s e leventh s e s s i o n , 

f o r t h e i n c l u s i o n of c e r t a i n t o p i c s i n t h a t p a r t of t h e World Plan of 

Act ion t h a t r e l a t e s t o La t in America» Those proposals covered t h e a c t i o n 

recommended and t he i n s t i t u t i o n s t h a t should be se t up t o promote t h e 

t e c h n o l o g i c a l p rogress of t h e r eg ion , and t he needs of t h e d i f f e r e n t s e c t o r s 

f o r t h e app l i c a t i on of technology, p a r t i c u l a r l y i n such f i e l d s as n a t u r a l 

r e s o u r c e s , food and a g r i c u l t u r e ; c e r t a i n i n d u s t r i e s ; t r a n s p o r t , housing and 

t o r n p lann ing , and education» 

These s e c t o r a l proposals were t r a n s n i t t e d t o t h e s p e c i a l i z e d agencies 

of t h e United Nat ions , t o be rev i sed and completed wi th in t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e 

f i e l d s of competence» Besides adding complementary po in t s t o t h e proposa ls 

on c e r t a i n s e c t o r s , t hey added seve ra l important i n t e r s e c t o r a l concepts , 

such a s , n a t i o n a l sc ience p o l i c y ; n a t i o n a l educa t iona l and research 

i n s t i t u t i o n s ; s e l e c t i o n of techniques t h a t were s u i t a b l e f o r t h e coun t r i e s 

a t t h e i r s tage of development; s t anda rd i za t i on ; mob i l i za t ion of t h e 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l s c i e n t i f i c communityj b r a i n d r a i n ; p o l l u t i o n of t h e human 

environment, e t c» 

At t he f o u r t e e n t h sess ion of t he Advisory Committee, t h e d r a f t 

World Plan of Act ion was approved i n p r i n c i p l e , and t h a t p a r t of t h e Plan 

dea l ing with i n t e r s e c t o r a l problems was adopted; i t was decided t o e n t r u s t 

t o t h e r eg iona l economic commissions t h e t a s k of p repar ing t h e f i n a l s e c t o r a l 

p roposa ls i n co-opera t ion with t h e o ther r eg iona l o rgan iza t ions and t h e 

s p e c i a l i z e d agencies of t h e United Nations» The p a r t of t he Plan t h a t 

r e l a t e s t o La t in America w i l l mean i n t e n s i v e work f o r ECIA i n t h e coming 

months, when i t w i l l have t o ou t l i ne and prepare a programme, and l a y down 

t h e gu ide l i ne s f o r a c t i v e p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n t he implementation of t h e 

programmes i n t he years t o come, a f t e r approval of t h e World Plan of 

Act ion by t h e General Assembly« 

Although the t r a n s f e r of technology t o t h e La t in American coun t r i e s 

i s on t h e work programme of ECIA's subs tan t ive d i v i s i o n s , i t must be 

po in ted out t h a t , t h e r e a r e gaps in the Comraission's a c t i v i t i e s connected 

with t h e problems posed by technology. In p a r t i c u l a r , t h e r e a r e no sys temat ic 

s t u d i e s on the t r a n s f e r , adap ta t ion and c r ea t i on of technology or on t h e 

/various problems 
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va r ious problems descr ibed as i n t e r s e c t o r a l i n t h i s document, such a s , 

t h e genera l f e a t u r e s t h a t t he technology should have i f i t i s t o be t he 

most app rop r i a t e i n each concre te case» 

For t h e s e r e a s o n s , ECIA decided t o take advantage of an o f f e r made 

by t h e Government of t h e Netherlands t o commission an expert t o study t h e 

problems i t f a ced i n t h i s connexion and, where p o s s i b l e , t o formulate 

suggest ions f o r s p e c i f i c a c t i o n i n t h e f u t u r e . The p r epa ra t i on of t he 

r e p o r t was completed a t t he end of March 1971 by t he economist I . P e l s , 

of t h e technica l /economic department of t h e Netherlands I n s t i t u u t vor 

Technisch Naturkundis Onderzder (TNO), a f t e r he had v i s i t e d , i n add i t i on 

tb:>ECIA, seven o ther i n t e r n a t i o n a l bod ie s , namely: t h e Economic Commission 

f o r Europe (Geneva), t h e Advisory Committee on t h e Appl ica t ion of Science 

and Technology t o Development (New York) , t h e United Nations I n d u s t r i a l 

Development Organizat ion (Vienna), t h e United Nations Conference on Trade 

and Development (UNCTAD, Geneva), the United Nations Educa t iona l , S c i e n t i f i c 

and C u l t u r a l Organizat ion ( P a r i s ) , t h e Organizat ion of American S t a t e s 

(Washington) and, l a s t l y , t h e Organization f o r Economic Co-operat ion and 

Development (GECD, P a r i s ) » I t should be mentioned t h a t the e x p e r t s 

v i s i t s t o t h e s e bodies \irere sponsored by ECIA, not only so as t o avoid , 

p o s s i b l e d u p l i c a t i o n i n t h e a c t i v i t i e s t h a t would be recommended f o r i t , 

but a l so so t h a t i t s a c t i v i t i e s might f i l l i n any pos s ib l e gaps i n t h e 

programmes of t h e s e b o d i e s . 
In h i s r e p o r t , Mr. P e l s proposes t h e establ ishment of a new ECIA 

D i v i s i o n , t h e "Technological Development D iv i s ion" , which would comprise 
t h r e e s e c t i o n s , namely: ( a ) Informat ion and L ia i son ; (b) Users of 
Technology; and ( c ) , Co-operat ion and Research» Their p r i n c i p a l f u n c t i o n s 
would be as f o l l o w s : 
(a ) Informat ion and Lia i son Sect ion 

To c o l l e c t f u l l in format ion on the a c t i v i t i e s of o ther o rgan iza t ions 
concerned wi th t h e t r a n s f e r of technology. This sec t ion would consider 
what m a t e r i a l connected with t h e s e extra-ECLA a c t i v i t i e s could and should 
be used i n L a t i n America and would disseminate t he in format ion i n ECLA; 

/(b) Users 
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(b) Users of Technology Sec t ion 

To determine t h e t echno log i ca l components of product ive and s e r v i c e 

a c t i v i t i e s and make recommendations on t h e choice of t echn iques , t h e 

replacement of imported techniques by l o c a l technology, and f o r sys temat ic 

r e sea rch i n t o t h e con t r ibu t ion t h a t could be made by technology t o improving 

t h e knowledge and use of n a t u r a l r e sou rces ; 

(c ) Co-operat ion and Research Sect ion 

To e s t a b l i s h l i n k s with e x i s t i n g re sea rch i n s t i t u t e s , and promote 

t h e i r development or the c r e a t i o n of new i n s t i t u t i o n s i n order t o f a c i l i t a t e 

t h e so lu t i on of t e c h n o l o g i c a l problems i n t h e p roduc t ive and s e r v i c e 

s e c t o r s through b e t t e r co -o rd ina t i on . 

In conclus ion, t h e t a s k l a i d upon ECIA and t h e o ther r eg iona l 

commissions by t h e General Assembly i n t h e r e s o l u t i o n on t h e Second United 

Nat ions Development Decade, w i l l involve i n t e n s i v e work during t h e next 

few y e a r s i n encouraging more and b e t t e r use of sc ience and technology 

f o r development and in making r egu l a r a p p r a i s a l s of t h e progress ach ieved . 

From t h i s year onwards, be s ide s car ry ing out t h e s e new a c t i v i t i e s , which 

a re a l ready c l e a r l y d e f i n e d , ECIA w i l l have t o ca r ry out o ther t a s k s a t 

t h e reques t of t h e Advisory Committee, and i n compliance with reso lut ions 
adopted by t h e Economic and Soc ia l Council» Furthermore, t he p repa ra t i on 

of development s t r a t e g i e s f o r the c o u n t r i e s of La t in America demands, a 

cons iderable amount of t echno log ica l knowledge a t a l l l e v e l s - macroeconomic 

and microeconomic - t h a t has not y e t been s u f f i c i e n t l y c l a r i f i e d anywhere 

i n t h e world and x-Jhich c a l l s f o r cons iderab le r e sea rch and adap ta t ion by 

ECIA. I t was t h i s l a s t po in t # i i c h prompted t h e s e c r e t a r i a t t o ask t he 

Government of t he Netherlands f o r t h e r e p o r t t o which r e f e r e n c e has been 

made. 

Obviously, SCLAVS presen t resources a r e f a r t oo s lender t o cover 

t h e new t a s k s t h a t have been desc r ibed , and they must be i n c r e a s e d . I t i s 

e s s e n t i a l t h a t ECLA should begin t o consider both t h e changes t o be made 

i n t h e s t r u c t u r e of t h e s e c r e t a r i a t and what a d d i t i o n a l funds i t w i l l need» 


