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INTRODUCTION

The secretariat is presentirg at the current session of the
Commissioa itc pregramme of work aacd progranme budget for the biennium
1976-1977 cxd the medium-term plen for 1978-1979. These documents give a
broad picture of the fields of economic and social development which
will constitute the secretariat's main activities in the next few
years.

‘This planning of activities is of great illustrative value to
the countries of the region, which are thus informed of the projects
in process of execution or under study. Bascd on the existing
experience and knowiedge of the region's problems, and essentially
on the governnents' ﬁandates a5 expressed through the appropriate
legislative organs, the programmz of work adequately covers the
subjects of major interest in the field of devnlopment in its
broadest scnse. Recently, however, the course of world events has
introduced some impariant changes both qualitative and guantitative,
in the wholes nrehled ol developnert and in the international economic
relations between the developed anud developing countries. Therefore,
although our planning should cover what are considered to be the most
perﬁanent foatures of ilie development process, it shonld also be
sufficiently acdaptable and flexibls to be incorporated in the
analysis anrd propoeals of solutions demandzd by the actual situation.

In this reepest, both the General Assembly and the Economic and
Social Council have éxpreszed their concern at the turn which the
world econoriic situation has taken, and decided, by means of various
resoclutions, to wurk urgently cn an analysis of the fundamental
aspects of the systen of international relations, particularly as it
affects the developing countries. This decision is embadied in
General Assembly rcsolullons 3201 (8-~VI) and 3202 (S-VI), which
contain a Declaration and o Progrimme of Action. The Economic and
Social Counsil, in rescolution 1896 (LVII) on regional co-operation,
requests the regional econmic commissions to adjust their

programmés of work and activitics so as to comply with the Programme

/of Action



of Action referred to in resolution 3202 (S8-VI), and with the
presentation of the regional mid-term reviews of the International
Development Strategy.

N This review should also serve as a basis for bdhe preparation,
at the regional level, of the special session of the General Assembly
devoted to development and international economic co-operation,

In this resolution, too, the Executive Secretaries of the
regional economic commissions are requested to submit, as soon as
possible, to the member countries of their respective commissions,
suggestions for the implementation of the provisions referred to in
the preceding paragraph.

Precisely in compliance with this request, the secretariat
pregents to the representatives of the member countries of the
Commission an overall view reflecting the central ideas underlying
the priority work of the Commission in the next few years, and of
the institutional machinery that will be used to translate them into

practical action.

1. The role of ECLA

This Commission came into being as an institution barely three
years after the end of the Second World War, when the countries forming
the international community, among which the developed countries
predominated, laid down the rules in accordance with which world
relations should operate.

The intentions of the international community were specified
in an organic scheme whose foundation stones were the San Francisco
Charter and the Bretton Woods Agreement. These two documents
established the rules which should govern political, economic znd
international co-operation matters with the aim of achieving the
economic and social development of all nations; obtaining

+international co-operation in solving economic, social, cultural
and human problems; and attaining high levels of living, employment,

education, health, housing, etc. for the advancement of mankind.

/ECLA has



ECLA has acted within this general framework at the regional
level., It became the focal point of knowledge concerning the
economic and social situation in Latin America, developing a school
of thought and interpreting the situation from an essentially Latin
American viewpoint. On the basis of its diagnoses, it gradually. v
outlined a body of economic policies in line with the criterion
derived from its research, which in many cases found practical
application in the region. Firmly convinced of the need for external
co~operation as an important complement of the internal effort, it
carried out many projects in terms of both theory and practical
action, and, lastly, it provided technicsl assistance to all countries
of the region in the most varied spectrum of economic and social
development problems.

But the world in which it must now operate has changed. The
past 30 years have not satisfied the development expectations of
many countries. A review of the situation in the developing world
reveals that an equitable distribution of wealth at the world-level
has not been achieved; the hunger of many under-nourished peoples
has not been satisfied; financial co-operation has failed to yield
the expected results; technology, notwithstanding its astonishing
progress, has not spread on a satisfactory scale and has been the
privilege of a few; and the lack of concern for the rational use of
resources may lecad To a critical situation for mankind unless proper
precautions are adopted. Meanwhilé, the rate of population growth
remains high. |

The developed countries have expsrienced increasing difficulties
in the past few years in maintaining their growth rates, monetary
stability and balance of payments equilibrium. These difficulties
became more acute in 1974 and will undoubtedly affect the process
for some years.

Broadly speaking, these are the characteristics of the
present~day world within the context of which the United Nations

system must co-operate with the countries in seeking solutions.
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411 the above-mentioned elements, which mzke up the
circumstances in which ECLA has had to operate in recent years, are
affected by drastic changes, so that its action priorities have had
to be reviewed and adjusted in order to perform its tasks more
efficiently. More specifically, at the regional level:

(a) The United Nations' sphere of action has been extended to
include many new and fundamental activities; this represents a
challenge, since the confidence which the governments place in it
will be proportional to its efforts in the search for adequate
golutions;

(b) Latin America is more demanding as regards its technical
needs, and the problems faced by many countries are increasingly
complex, sc that it is w«lso more difficult to generalize with regard
to economic and social matters;

'(c) sl boers Taqepad et e o0 . >oomn
problems, they have gained valuable ~v»-. _:nce in the field of
economic policy an? +h~"_ ,cams of technical experts are much better
gualific” .4 in the past;

(@) There are a large number of centres for study and research
on economwic and social questions, with high-level professional staff.

A1) the difficulties of the present-day world affect the Latin
American ccantries to a greater or lesser degree according to their
respective j-tential. These general factors and those mentioned
above as bei:z r»~ -cteristic of the region act upon and combine with
each other to make the vs..” ~‘onts work more difficult. The
secretariat is fully conscious 0. vuce facli Lo Lliz-- Aifficulties
heighten its responsibility. But it is also convinced that it is
serving the cause of the developing nations of the world and that
such difficulties spur it on in its efforts to be of use to the
internationsgl and regional community.

Since it considers that this action chould be closely linked
with the governments' decision-making centres, the Commission proposes
to increase its co-operation and practical contacts with the

governments of all the countries of Latin America and the Caribbean,

/orranizine ennferences,



organizing conferences, seminars and technical meetings, and
participating also in forums or direct dialogue with countries

of other developing regions. This will continue to be the
secretariat's line of action in the future. TFurthermore, the aim
is to intensify these contacts through more institutionalized
means, and section B of this note presents some ideas on the
subject for discussion by the governments. The suggested
institutional changes are intended to facilitate participation
in and knowledge about ECLA's activities, thereby contributing to
a systematic dialogue between the governments and specialists of
‘this institution in which both parties can transmit their.
Jexperiences, analyse them and determine the most suitable activities
.-Zor the establishmen® >f policies aimed at solving the critical
problems facing the countriss of the region.

2., The Cormmission's responsibilities at the world,
regional and country level

It is importent - 7CLS to do%ermine its programme of work,
its priorities an tis rachinsy for implementing 1ts objectives in
terms of the setting in which it operates and the mode of operation
which that eetting dictates. Accordingly, it must be considered
as a representative agency of the United Nations at three different
levels: world, regional and country.

At the world level, ECLA should act as a member of an

international institution which has been assigned the objective

of developing ideas that may be useful to the countries of the
region in their relations with tho rest of the international
community.

Briefly, the most imporiant aspects are related to the

universality of today's wroblems. On the whole, these problems are

80 serious and have such exiensive and many-sided effects that they
cannot be dealt with by means of limited or partial action. They
call for a global approacl which accentuates responsibilities and
involves interdisciplinary work, In this respect, ECLA has more

/specific responsibilities
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specific responsibilities than other United Nations agencies in
the region because of the very fact that it has to deal with
_development problens as a ﬁhole,

: Another characteristic gt this level is the increasing

interdependence between countries and problems as a result of

economic development itself and the expansion of trade with the
incorporation of more countries and products, and also of political
factors.

A highly important factor is the crisis - of both a qualitative
and a quantitative nature - that has arisen in the world concert
of nations., This is quite obvious if it is considered that on the
birth of the Organization 41 members participated with a certain
weighting as regards the influence exercised by the developed
countries, while at present there are 139 members of the United
Nations and the balance of power is substantially different. This
fact has hud its impact on the working hypothesis with which the
Organization had been operating and will no doubt continue to make
itself felt in the approach to the establishment of a new world
order.,

The emergence of new and acute problems such as the effect of
new technologics on developing countries, the world ecological
balance, environment problems, the population explosion and the
rational use of energy resources calls for a profound review of;
this institution's work.

Lastly, the turbulence existing in the world today and the
search for a new international order alsc call for a radically
different approach to the subjects that need to be dealt with.

ECLA's responsibility at the regional level requires that

srecial attention be devoted to the growing disparity between the
‘situations in the various countries, in view of their different
potential and the particular features of their economic, political
and socinl systenms. '

The task assumed by the secretariat, in the light of these

disparities, i to provide every possible aid to the lese developed

/countries in
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gountries in order to improve their relative economic and socigl
sosition, while at the same time serving all the countries in
striving for ever closer intra-regional relations, and
particularly in helping to initiate a dialogue and negotiations
between the developing and developed countries.

Part of this work should be centred on contributing new ways
of stimulating the existing integration processes. This can
undoubtedly be done and thus open up naw opportunities for regional
co-operation. '

At the country level the secretariat's work is geared to

contributing towards a better understanding of the real situation
and to seeking practical solutions to the disequilibria suffered by
the various countries in the develo?ment Process.

ixperience shows that, in'épite of the progress made in the
f£field of economic development, some basic disequilibria ﬁersist
on the social side and new problems arise which call for special

attention in finding adequate solutions.
¥CLA, which has the privilege of serving all the Latin

American countries and which, at the same time, as a member of an
international agency, keeps abreast of world events, is in a good
position te make contributions deriving from its own analysis and

to act as a catalyst in the exchange of experiences between countries.

madesinesenn

relatively under-developed countries still require the traditiomal
support of ECLA in the technical preparation of development plans

and the formulation of econemic policy options.

3 ECLA'S wqu w1th1n the context of the_ Unlted Nations system

—— A,

It wouid rot he possiblo to implement the programme of work and

prlorltles without taklng into account, in addition to the

aforementloned factors, the charges that are taking place in the

‘United Natlons system - of which ECLA and its secretariat form

part - which are indispensable if the Organization is te continue
to be a useful and efficient imstrument in serving the international

community. /Economic and



.sconomic and ‘social aZfairs are of key importance in the
United I'aZicns actions, and will be mor: so as the global:agd
interdependent nature of certain problems is abéentuated,;:ltais
therefore esécntial for the United.Nations system as a whole. - so
that- it can co-operate efficicently with the gove}nments - 10 be
able to count on a strengthened oce omic and Social Council in
whlch constructive discussion is possible, In view of the present
structuru of the "mitel Nations and its plurality and diversity,
however, it is difficult to work hard znd methodically. Perhaps the
best policy would be a gruater reglonallzatlon of activities whicgh
wod&é glve the Organlzatlcn fresh impetus. Thus the importance of the
églé'played by the reglonal commissions would be enhanced.

This should te onc of the fundamental topics to be discussed by
the Uﬁlted Natlons General Assembly in oLptember. e

::iiithls definition of =uCLA's act1v1t1cs, another subject which
shoui&pge examined is its relations with the existing or proposed
regional co-operation institutions. _ | _

The idea of promoting'co-operatioh among the countries of the:
region seems a highly positive one, There is-né doubt that a
constructive and responsible regionalism could be useful in
s5ti 1lating domestic deveIOpment and - glvlng_new dlmen51ons 1nd scope
to relations W1th the . rest of the world, ‘ . _

In thlS respuct, the gXperientce gd1ned by uCLA could be useful
in the analybls of problems and the “technical formulatlon of solut;ons,
while it could offbr specific supportlngjserv1ces in erlous fields .
with a view to adootlng a concerfed p051t10n ‘and promctlng
co- operatlon both inside and outside the region. '

As regards other regicnal economic and oOClul ¢O- Operatlon
machinery, the secretarlat has always endéavouréed to av01d hny
overlapping of act1v1t1es and ensure their co-ordination, but a’
great deal Stlll remalns to be done, and in this respect the
specifid deflnltlons that will emerge from-the meetings currantly
taking place in HCLA and othcr bodles will be highly 1Mportant in
demarcating the areas of re01proca%?coropﬂrat10n; ."There are, of coufée,

/~ertain spheres



certain spheres of competenée in which not only is there no risk
of duplication, but on the contrary there are some opportunities of

complementarity.

LI L . N

/4. ACTION



- 10 -

A. ACTION PRIORITIES

The feregoing facts about the current world and regional
situation and the responsibilities that have been assigned to the
secretariat vis-a-vis the Organization and the system of regional
co-operation cetermine the following basic wriorities for its
work in the next few years.

Two broad fields of co-operation may be distinguished in its
relations with the member goveranments: one is related to its
contribution to economic and social thinking and the other to

co-operation in specific arcas.

1. Contribution to economic and social thinking

Three broad central themes deserve the secretariat's special
attention, considering the fundamental nroblems that will have to
be faced in delining internel development strategies in the new
context of international eccnonic relaticns of the countries of the
region.
(a) Develonuent of the situation and economic and social trends in

the regzion

This firct rricrity relates to thz Cummissipn's undertaking to

follow the course of cvents in th» regicn for the preparation of its

annuzl Tcononic Survey and the docureris in conrcxion with the

appraiszl of the International Developncat Strategy.

In the Economic Survey, in addition to a thorough analysis of
the behaviour and trends I the nztional cconomies, work will continue
on the special studies on important issues affecting economic and
social develonient in Latin America. Thus in the 1974 Survey =a
study is mace of the inflationary process experienced in selected
countries of the region in an attempt to determine the main factors
underlying its acceleration and spread. Ta the work of appraising
the Second United Naticns Devalopnment Decade, special attention will
continue to btz devoted to determining the extent teo which the

objectives laid down in the International Development Strategy have

/been achieved.
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becn achieved, It should be noted, in this respect, that thus far

in the present décade world developments have so influenced the course
of events that it is foreseeable that the goals and objectives of

the Strategy will have to be reviewed anéd brought into line with the
relevant General Assembly and Economic and Social Council resolutions.

(b) Basic development problems in Lgtin America

This second braad area of the secretariat's theoretical
commitment includes the fundamental problems of economic and social
development, particularly the analysis of the serious disequilibria
prevailing in the present styles of development and of suitable policies
for eliminating them.

These subjects will be studied as a whole so that they will
cover maladjustments of both an economic z2nd a social nature (income
distribution, employment, regional development, etc.) in an effort
to provide an overall interpretation of these problems.

(e) Problems of the new international economic relations and
regional co-operation

In view of the significant changes that have been taking place in
international economic relations in recent years, it is of vital importance
that the potential of the secretariat as a privileged observer at world
of those relations.

To that end it is necessary to eo-operate with the region in a
study of the problems deriving from the international situation and
of the construction of bascs for a new type of rciations, such as
those being discussed'at different forums of the United Nations
system {General Assembly, Economic and Social Council, UNCTAD, etc.).

At the same time, it is essential that the secretariat should
extend the scope of its studies. in seeking new forms of regional
economic cowoperation, and just as these activities led to the
establishment of integration machinery in fhe past, s0 new paths
should be found for achicving more efficient formulas for regional

co-operation in the future.

/2. Co-operation
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2. Co-operation in specific areas or fields

The secretariat should lend its support to concrete or specific
areas in line with the requests it has received from government
‘agencies, and with its own perception of regional needs and its
ability to satisfy them by means of appropriate co-operation
mechanisms.

The secretariat has identified the following areas of co-operation
under this scheme: i

(a) International economic relations

(b) Industrial co-operation

(¢} Agricultural co-operation

(d) Co-operation in the field of transport and communications

{e) Co-operation in technology

(f) Co-operation in natural resources, environment and

energy o '

(g) Statistical co-operation

In addition to these priority areas is the specific
co~-operation which the secretariat provides in planning, through the
services of ILPES, and in population matters through CELADE.

(a) TInternational economic relations

For the aforementioned reasons, the drastic changes that are
occurring on botll the national and the international scene call for
increasingly intensive action by the secretariat in the form of
collaboration with the member governments in all areas of interest
in connexion with international co-operation and the transformation
of the systen of international economic relations.

The theoretical work referred to above is designed to fulfill
that purpose and requires the special attention of the secretariat at
two levels: international economic co-operation and regional economic

co-operation.

/At the
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At the first of these levels, certain specific co~operation
measures should be included, such as the following: (i) multilateral
trade negotiations; (ii) negotiations relating to raw materials;

(iii) preparations for the next session of the United Nations Conference
on Trade and Development (UNCTAD); (iv) collaboration in the monetary
and financial field.

Activities at the second level comprise the following:

(i) assistance to the secretariats of integration movements; and
(ii) studies bearing on the convergence of the various integration
programmes and co-cperation between them, etc.

Another study on a topic of importance which ECLA is undertaking,
with the collaboration of the Government of Canada through the
Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA), concerns transnational
enterprises and touches upon some of their activities in Latin America
(bauxite, bananas and manufactures). This study will be carried out
in several representative Latin American countries with the co—operation
of official agencies.

Its main objective ton-~ists in evaluating the effects
of the activities of transnational enterprises on the economic
development of the countries concerned, with special reference to
their most significant implications for the policies of the
Latin American countries, such as those relating to employment,
labour preductivity, consumntion and income distribution, use of local
resources and the trade balance. At the sane time, working hypotheses
and methods for this research have been prepared, and will be applied
in certain countries during the year 1975.

In addition, the ECLA secretariat has prepared a provisional
report on the activities of transnational enterprises in manufacturing
industry in Latin America during the 1$60s indicating the leading ' .
investor and recipient countries, the distribution of capital by

sectors and other important aspects of the questions

/(b) Industrial
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(b) Industrial co-operation

The secretariat has been working intensively on studies
relating to inter-~Latin American co~operation, particularly under
integration prograumes.

After carefully reviewing the situation, the secretariat felt
it desirable, in the present circumstances, to give a new slant to
the programme of work on industrial development, and under that
programme to define clear-cut fields of activity. The reorientation
of industrial studies does not meen that any radical change will be
made in the existing programme, tut rather that it will be augmented
by new studies and research designed to serve as technical support
for the adoption of decisions and to facilitate concerted action.

The studies thus incorporatcd will be more specific, and will therefore
be termed "sectoral ctudinzs™; they w'll deal with highly o>ncrete
industrial developmen: topics - cuch os branches of industry or
individual products, particular aspects of industrial poliey, exports
of manufactures, integration, esstablichment of Latin American
multinationai'enterpriscs, ete. - whiclh €211 for different treatment,
according to the industrizl branch or product concerned. The need

to carry out such studies is not only a logical conseguence of the
nature of the work required to put into =ffect the lines of action
described above, but is alsn a vespouse ts interest expressed by

the governmecnts therselves, by intersration agencies and by other
institﬁfibnso

At the Latin Amcricen Conference on Industrialization (Mexieco,
25 to 29 November 1974), the couniries of the region voiced their
aspirations, suggesizd the measures that should be adopted to expedite
industrial development, and urged the necessity of restructuring
intra=regional ecoporie voluticas to that end, besides recommending
that an ECLA Industfial Co-orzration Committee should be set up.

This Committee would be supported by the secretariat, and its main
objective would be to intensify industrial co-operation between the
countries of the region and to pronote the instrumentation and
broaden the objectives and goals of the Declaration approved at the

Conference. /To sum
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To sum up, the secretariat's work in. this sector takes the v
followiﬁg'forms:'general studies reléting to the identification of
fndﬁStrial problems, and to intersectoral exchange of information
and consu;tation; studies on industrial co-operation by sectors; and .
'édﬁisofy assistance in the establishment of specific fields of
co-oPerationf and promotion of joint Latin American industrial projects.

(¢) Agricultural co-operation

" Despite its acknowledged importance, this sector, generally
speaking, has not been characterized by dynamic growth. Recent world
events have demonstrated the structural, social and institutional
deficiencies existing in the agricultural sectors of many Latin American
countries, In the present world situation, countries that are not
self-sufficient have sustazined the two-fold impact of the increased
costliness of their imports of agricultural foods and raw materials
and the rise in fuel prices, accompanicd by a shortege of fertilizers,
The problem appears more serious, too, when it is borne in mind that
in Latin America large population contingents are suffering from |
malnutrition and under nutrition, althbuéh if the obstacles obstructing
the normal development of agriculture.wefe overcome, the region could
not only supply the needs of its own population, but could help to
improve the food situation of other regions.

In view of the importance of the subject and on the basis of
resolutions adopted at the lorld Food Conference held in November 1974,
the secretariat will propose to its member governments the holding of a
Latin Americap technical eonference on food and agriculture, to be
organized jointly with FAO. '

The object of such a meeting would be to enable the Lafin Aﬁerican
countries to determine their potential in respect of foodAproduction
and real aveilabilities for internﬁlfconsumptibn and export. It would
then be:necessary.to establish regional, sub=regional and national ' “.
strategies and targets. Lastly, the Latin American countries éhould
co~ordinate the efforts they will have to make to reach the goals
envisaged and improve their bargaining position in trade relations with
third countries, Regional and sub-regional programmes will provide

Valuablé'levefage for the attainment of this last objective.
/(d) Co-operation
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(d) Cgeoprration in the field of transport and communications
In this sector the secretariat will continue supporting regional
action to facilitate the procedures applied.in intra-regional and

L R SN

extra~regioral trade and tronsport. To cope with the manifold problems
which this action involves, the scorctariat will have to convene
specialized meetirgs to serve as forums for the countries of the region.

Thegse planc also couprise acsistance to Latin Amzrican countries
in the prior co-ordination of regicnal positions cduring the pfeparatory
work for worlid mectings in generalg and in particular for an
internationzl ccnvention eon combined (i.e., intermodsl or multlmodal)
transport, with reference to the standards arplicable to containers
for trongsport of this tivme. u;mﬂlar; 7y in zgreenent with other
regioanl and cub-regional agencies, assistanc: yill be rendered to
menmber countries throuch studies, advigery services and other action
with the ain of enzsurirng that their national and multinational
merchant nmarincs rmay obtain zn cquitoble and ingreasing share in the
trensport of tlair foreisn frade cargo. and that maritinme freight
charges ray bo comratible with their trode poliey objectives.

The sczaretariat will meintain its collaboration with the
countries of thz regicn in the icnrovonent o; the kasns for transport
planning, i"cluding inforuation gvotems, a:d: at the caone tine, the
applicatics of the trousporit and Cﬁ"'unlcatwonu technologiss that
are most ooHnoonmiate for th:z econonic and social development of the
Latin A=ericna countrics will be cncouragsd by means of special
studies, as well as by the arrangcnont.of technical meetings for the
interested countriec. N

As a result of a rourd table mcctlng of insurance surerintendents,
held at ECLA headquarters in December 1974, plans are.afoot for
co~operation in tlc eu*ablichment and organization of an Association

of Insurarnce Superiniendents.

/Another activity
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Another activity considered in this context is support for the
promotion of tourism, and for an initiative of the International
Labour Organisation (ILO) relating to a regional project, with UNDP
financing, for promoting, by means of studies and advisory services,
frontier integration of telecommunications networks, as a contribution
to the more effective social and economic integration of Latin America.

" (e) Technological cowoperation

At the Conference on Science, Technology and Development in
Latin America, held in Mexico from 2 to 6 December 1974, the countries
menmbers of the Commission decided to request it to undertake a number
of activities in that field. These related, inter alia, to the
transfer of technology to the countries of the region; the exodus of
qualified personnel to th= developaed countries; and measures in
favour of the relatively lecss developed countries. At the same time
it was decided to establish an intergovernmental committee of experts
to analyse the applicastion of scilence and technology to development in
Latin Anerica.

In compliance with these requests, and with earlier mandates,
a preliminary analysis is being made of the approach to be adopted,
with due regard to the wide scope of technological co--operation and
the responsibilities incuubent in this terrain on United Nations
agencies, as well ac on other international institutions. This
analysis is in coursc of preparation, but the intenfion is to give it
both the solldity and cshesion reguired for it te serve as a feocal
point'for action, and the fléxibility necessitated by the region's
‘heterogeneity, alike in respect of stages of technological development
and in terms of different policy orientations and development
strategiesn
- As part of the action to be undertaken in this field, it is
proposed to work on the conversion of the ACAST Plan into an

- operational plan which can be put into effect through specific projects.

. /1t should
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It should be pointed out that activities connected with
technoiogy will be carried out jointly with the Latin American
Instituté for Economic and Social Planning (ILPES), which will be
reSpoﬁSible for the pertinent training and advisory services.

() Co=operation in respect of natural resources, environment

and energy

The pursuit and application of more rational and more egquitable

formulas implying more inter-country co-operation in the development
of natural resources, is a task of great importance for the
establishment of a new system of international economic relations,
in which the various United Nations agencies are called upon to

take part.

Thué, considerable changes are likely to be introduced in resource
utilization policies. This means that the secretariat should step up
its cowoperation with the countries of the region in the achiévémenf
of the aboveementioned objectives, stressing the role that the‘efficieht
use of natural resources (primarily water, mineral and eneréy resources)
may play in the acceleration of their overall development, as well as in
the conservation and even, in specific respects, the improveﬁent of
the environment.

The following would be the secretariat's tasks: research on
trends in the development of natural resources, as well as in the
conservation of the environment, in this latter respect in
comordination with the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)
and with its support; work connected with the United Nations conference
on water resources to be held in Buenos Aires in March 1977, including
a regional preparatory meeting; co=operation with the Latin American
Energy Qrganization (OLADE) with & view to reciprocal support;'
collaboration in studies relating to strategies for the energy sector;
co~operation with the Central American countries in a study on
electricity projects; and promotion of an exchange of experience among

State mining enterprises in the region, by means of technical meetings.

/(g) Statistical




(g} Statistical co~operation

The purpose of this activity is to compile, analyse and pfepare
statistics for the use of the secretariat and to provide general
information on economic and social affairs, to which end work is being
done in the following fields: current statistics; status of national
statistics; statistical analysis of income distribution; foreign
trade indexes; compilation and analysis of data on regional
development; formulation of a system of social indicators;‘and
analysis of input-output tables. Furthermore, the secretariat will
continue to provide technical co~operation to the countries of the
region in connexion with censuses; sampling techniques; household
surveys; national accounts; vital statistics, processing, analysis'
and tabulation of basic statistical dataj; preparation of speéial
studies on income distribution, national accounts and new systems
of social accounts; foreign trade; relations between statistics and
planning; social and demographic statistics; and regional statistics.

Under an overall programme of the Statistical Office of the |
United Nations, the improvement of national statistics and of their
internationzl comparability will be promoted, in due relation to the
regional activities of the specialized agencies.

Broadly speaking, these activities include the work done by
the Economic Projectioné Centre, which in addition to its routine
tasks is co=ordinating the basic quantitative data for the appraisals

- of the International Development Strategy.

/B. TECHNICAL
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- B. TECHNICAL CO-OPERATION WITH COUNTRIES OF THE REGION

Technical co-operation is a dynamic and expanding component
of international co-operation for development, to which the
secretariat will need to assign priority. Its objectives are to
strengthen the national economies with a view to prompting the
countries' political and economic independence: %o ensure the
attainment of higher levels of economic and social welfare for
their peoples; and to promote pelf-sufficiency in respect of the
operational, technical, admiristrative and research capacity needed
to formulate and implement development plans in the light of the
available options.

Ever since it was established, ECLA has provided technical
co-operation to the countries of the region in the study of
solutions for economic and social problems; the formulation of
development plans and projects; the improvement and strengthening
of their institutions; and the invigoration of the regional and
sub~regional cconomic integration movements. Experience has clearly
shown that if basic technical assistance is to be more efficacious,
an interdisciplinary approach is needed, together with a thorough
knowledge of the country and its problems, an ad hoc collection of
facts and statistics, and a capacity for steadily advancing along
the path of progress.

With the aim of unifying regional action in this field, the
Commission decided that the Latin American Institute for Economic
and Social Planning (ILPES) and the Latin American Demographic
Centre (CELADE) should be incorporated in the ECLA system. Thus,
the operational activities of the three institutions will be
developed on a basis of co-ordination and under a harmonized
programme, This will also make it possible to pool resources and
'efforts in order to offer more effective assistance to the Latin
American countries and regional groupings.

In the context of the unification of technical co-operation

activities at the regicnal level within and through the ECLA

/system, the
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system, the United Nations established in 1974 three multinatiomal
interdisciplinary teams to provide advisory assistancé‘for‘dé§elopment.
These groups are operating in relation to the English-speaking
countries of the Caribbean, the members of the Andean Group, and the
Central American countries plus Haiti, Panama and the Dominican
Republic.

Thé basic objectives of these advisory groups, whose
activities are co-ordinated and oriented by ECLA, ILPES and the
United Nations secretariat, are to co-operate with the governments
of a specific group of developing countries in the formulation and
implementation of policies, programmes, and projects in the context
of integrated national development; to formulate, harmonize and
launch policies, programmés and projects within the framework of
sub-regional integration; fo identify the technical co-operation and
external financing requirements of individual countries or groups
of countries in the light of their development needs, objectives and
available resources; to strengthen or create local or sub-regional
structures and capacity for carrying out the activities referred to
above; énd to collaborate with UNDP in the process menticned in the
preceding paragraphe.

. The fact that the activities of these multinational and
intérd&sciplinary advisory teams are concentrated in a group. of. ..
countries makes it possible for them to acquire an intimate
knowledge of the devélopment requirements of each. The teams are
thus in a position to play a highly effective part in the identification,
formulation and execufion of multinational projects or national
projects'of a multiﬁational character, by virtue of which the
limitations imposed by the size of the national markets can be
reduced, and, in addition, efficient utilization of available resources
can be achieved. |

In resolution 1896 (LVII) of the Economic and Social Council,
the Secretary-Geﬁéral is‘féqﬁested, in consultation with the
Administrator of the United Nations Development Programme, to make

the necessary arrangements allowing for the delegation of the

/appropriate functions
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 é§propriate funcfions pi:an executing agency to the regional economic
commissions for regional, sub-regional, -and-interregional projects,
financed by the Programme, in cases where such delegation is
requested by the countries concerned and recommended by the
Administrator of the Programme,

In the same resolution, also, the regional economic
commissions are requested to extend their co~operation to the United
Nations Development Programme by participsting in the planning, and,
as appropriate, the implementation of relevant regicnal, sub-regiandl
and interregional projects, and by ensuring the co-ordination withr
the Programme of their own activities, and in particular, the
activities of the United Nationo Neyvelopment Advisory Teams.

' The application of this resolution will enable ECLA to
streﬁgthen s5till further its co—operatibn with the region, and to
maintain closer and more constructive contact with the United
Nations Development Programme (UNDE). Moreover, the unifivatfen
pf the ECLA systéﬁ's regional action with that of UNDP will

facilitate long-term programming for the nreas in which demand
for technicnl o aperaticou ie a-pueckod to increase and in which

projects may be introduced that signify an innovation in this

field.
There are several areas of activity in which there is room

for projects with such characteristics that may enable countries
to make rational and efficient use of their natural resources,
”mitigate the balance-of-payments, employment, fiscal revenue and
gther difficulties, and face up to the changing problems of the
world eéonomy. Among these projects, mention should be made of
the following:

(a) Formulation and execution of integrated regional

development projects at the subnational, intra-regional and intra-

“insular levels; '
{(b) Studies on the integrated development of international

river and ocean basins;

/(c) Establishment

o -
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(c) Establishment of Latin American multinational enterprisas
for the development of basic agricultural industries, with a view to
extra-regional exports, mainly to developed countries;

(@) Creation of specialized regional institutes forx
technological development;

(e} Creation of centres for the promotion and rationalization
of small-scale industry. |

Another signifi;ant form of reciprocal technical co-operation
is the bilateral type between two developing‘countries, to which
increasing importance is being attached in international forums, an<
wvhich may become a major factor in the acceleration of ﬁhe economic
and social progress of the countries concerned. '

The importance of such co-operation lies primarily in the
joint utilization of the capacity, know-how and experience accuircd
by the developing countries, irrespective of their stage of evolutlon.
with a view to reducing and ultimately terminating their technolopic. ]
and economic dependence, as well as to striving for self-sufiiciency.
through concerted action aimed at speeding up their integrated
development.

For the attainment of this last objective, it will be
necessary to analyse the nature of the procedures that will best

facilitate the early launching of this new co-operation systen.

.

/C. TRATIONALIZATION
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C. RATIONALIZATION OF THE ACTIVITIES OF ECLA AND
ITS SECRETARIAT: INSTITUTIONAL ASPECTS

1. General considerations

The main purpose of this note is to contribute to the study of
ways and means of improving the efficiency of the activities of ECLA
and its secretaeriat, suggesting certain basic priorities for the
programme ofi work and some institutional arrangements and machinery
for facilitating the follow-up of these activities by the member
governments.

Previous sections present an outline of the general framework,
both world and regional, within which ECLA operafes as a principal
organ of the United Nations for Latin America in the economic and
gsocial field. A brief account is also given of the course followed
by these activities as a result of the changes'thét have been taking
place insicde and outside the region, and of the new responsibilities
that are emerging in this connexion. All this demands periodical
adjustments in the work programme and in the operation of ECLA's
inetitutionel system with a view tc concentrating the limited resources
available in activities of fundamental importance to the region as
part of a balanced and unified approach that will also take into
account the ¢ifferent stages and styles of economic and social
development ol the member countries.

The areas of activity in which efforts should be concentrated,
85 suggested in the previous section, are subjects or problems which
the member szovernments themselves have been indicating as priority
matters. Thus, for example, in the periodical regional appraisal of
the implementztion of the International Development Strategy, the
merber goveranents of ECLA contribute towards adjusting the guidelines
and general nriorities to be followéd in future activities, as in
fact has just been done by the Committee of High-level Government
Ixperts at its meeting in Bogotd, Colombia, from 11 to 15 March 1975,
she report (Cocument E/CEPAL/AC.69/4/Rev.l) of which also includes

recommendations of an institutional nature. Furthermore, at other

/regional meetings



- 25 -

regional neetings held under the sponsorship of BECLA since the
fifteenth session of the Commission, the momber governments have
reached certain conclusions and formulated recommendations for
action in various sectors of activity, including institutional
aspects, which are embodicd in document I/CEPAL/988.

In addition to the specific recommendations already made by the
member governments in the institutional field, sonme general
considerations reflecting trends observed at meetings held within
the ECLA system are summarized below.

First, the member governments have expressed growing concern
regarding ways of ensuring their full and timely participation in
the decision-malking process involved in the complex changes and
adjustments tiaat are occurrirg at the international economic and
social level more intensively and rapidly than ever hefore, which
accentuates the need to adapt the existing institutional machinery
with a view to keeping abreast of events and contributing to the
convergent action of all tlile interested parties at both the regional
and the international level.

Secondly, the goveraments of the region are showing more and
more interest in co-operating with one another in various fields
which may contribute to development increasingly stimulated from
within, while at thc same time striving for a better co-ordination
of their efforts with the purpose of improving their economic
relations with the rest of the world, as in the case of the
multilateral trade negotiations which have been initiated within the
context of GATT. Ta=z role which ECLA should play in this respect,
too, has often been undo:lined.

Thirdly, emphasis has been placed on the need for a wider
application ol the unified economic and social approach to development
not only in analytical, research and planning activities, but
also in supnlementary operational aspects such as advisory and
technical training services, including more efficient co-ordination

between international and regional ageuncies operating in these fields.

/Moreover, it



Moreover, it is important to note that one of the main poinits
to be consideved at the special session of the United Nations
General Asseubly devoted to development and international co-operation,
which will be held early in September of this year, is precisely the
institutional rezdjustments that should bé introduced in order to make
the economic and social activities of the United Nations sysfem
more efficient. In compliance with the relevant United Nations
General Assenmhly and Economic and Social Council resolutions, all
subsidiary orgens, including the regional economic commissions and
their secreteriats, should contrihute to facilitating this process -
of rationalizetion of the Organization's activities in the economic
and social Tield.

Talzing these general considerations into account, as well as
the specific recommendations on institutional aspects already '
formulated b, the nenher governments of ECLA and by the higher organs
of the Unitec Nations system, the secretariat puts forward the following
suggestions reparding some readjustments that might be introduced
in the institutional machinery and operation of the ECLA system,
in line with the priorities of the programme of work proposed in
the previous section of this note. It is basically a question of
rationalizing the activities of the whole system of ECLA and its
secretariat, starting with the more efficient utilization of
existing maclhinery and resources, but also taking into account the
new institutional modalities »roposed by the member governments.

The biennial programming period currently in force in the
United Nations system by a mandate of the General Assembly has been

used a8 the Trame of reference for this rationalization effort.

/2. HMeetings
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2. Meetings of the Commission, the Committee of the Whole
and the Committee of High-level Government Expertis

From its establishment in 1948 until 1951, the Comnission met
once a year. Since then the sessions of the Commission l/have been
convened biennially, in the odd years, while in the even years the
Committee of the Uhole has normally met for only one day or two days,
in-Santiago, weinly to consider and adopt the Annual Report on its
activities vhich ECLA must submit to the United Nations Economic and
Social Council.

In 1970, in =zdopting the International Development Strategy (ID8),
the General Assembly decided to makc an overall appraisal of the
" progress.in imnlementing the IDS biennially through the Economic and
Social Council, on the basis of the appraisals at the regional level
made by the rezional economic commissions. The first overall appfaisal
was made in 1973, and the second is scheduled to be made in 1975 in
 the form of = review of the first gquinquennium. To that end, one of
the main iteis on the agenda for the fifteenth session of the Commission
held at Quito in 1973 and on the agenda for the current session is the
regional apnraisal to be carried out by ECLA. Moreover, in
compliance with the resolutions adopted by the General Assembly at
its sixth soecial session, the Economic and Social Council, in
resolution 12911 (LVII), requested i'all orzanizations, institutions
and subsidizry bodies of the United Nations system' to take into
account the Declaration and the Programme of Action on the
Establishment of 2 New International Economic Order, adopted by the
General Assembly ‘vhen conducting the review and appraisal of the
Internationzl Develovment Strategy at the regional and sectoral
levels®, This, in fact, is the combined task that has already been
initiated within the context of the ECLA system, through the Committee
of High-level CGovernment Experis at its recent meeting in Bogoti, the

report of which is to be considered now by the Commission.

1/ Of the sixteen sessions thus far held, three have taken place at
BECLA healquarters in Santiageo, Chile, and thirteen in other

countries of the region.
/It should
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It should be noted that in Part III (paragraph 131) of fhat
report, the secretariat of ECLA is rec&mmended, in conformity with
the relevant General Assezbly resolutions, especially 3202 (8-VI),
Economic and Social Council resolutions and ECLA resolution 310 (XIV),
to convene tihe ‘‘Committee of High-level Government Experts regularly,
at least once z year, in srder to deal more fully with basic and
specific aspects of the world situation and international action, so
as to achieve gieater clarity in the analysis of the problems and
principal features of a nzw international cconomic order’. The sane
report (parzgraph 132) states that ‘“the meetings of the Committee
sz High-level Government Expert§7, or other ad hoc meotings at the
technical level which may have to be held in the next two years', should
cover, in ncrticular, certair subjects suggested there, ‘‘subject to
changes in »riority dictated by the trend of international events®.

In this respect, the secretariat would appreciate receiving
more precise guidelines on the zubjects which =l>-11ld be covered at the
meetings of the Committee or other ad hoc meetings at the technical
level which it wmay be decidcd to convene, taking into account the
recommendations contained in paragraph 134 of the a“ove-mentioned
report.

In other words, the sessions of the Commission in odd years and
of the Committee of the WYhole in even yzars (ai latest in April or
early HMay) zind an ennual meeting of the Committee of High-level
Government Diperts (usually before ths session of the Commission
or of the Committee of the Whole) would constitute the institutional
focal points for the orgenii-tion of oth-r meetings and activities
of the ECL4 ecystem in the cnsuing tuo yecars, in conformity with the
cdecisions adopted by the ~overnment mewmbzrs and the central organs
of the United MNetions system.

The stotutory rationalization of the wmeetings of the Commission,
the Committee of the Whole and the Committee of High-level Government
Experts could he effected along the lines indicated without prejudice

to the extracrdinary sessions which it may be decided to convene, in

/compliance with
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compliance with the relevant regulations, in order to deal with
'emergency situations such as those deriving from natural disasters
or other problems which the member governments ﬁay consider to be
urgent.
| Moreover, within the context of the statutory meetings
established for the Commission, the Committee of the Whole and the
Committee oI iligh-level Government Experts, in addition to the
activities they are expected to carry ocut by mandate of the central
organs of tlie United Nations system, it would be desirable to indicate
as clearly and as much in advance as possible the priority subjects
which the member governments may wish to consider in certain depth,
50 as thus to facilitate the preparation of the agenda and other
preparatory worl reqguired for each meeting.

‘Over and above any specilalized conferences or technical
meetings that it may be decided to hold at the regional level,
another possibility which might be considered is that of establishing
at some ol the ordinary sessions of the Commission or the Committee of
the Whole, an £l hoc committee or working group to deal with certain
specific topics, such as transport facilitation, for example, or
internaticral problems relating to natural resources, energy and
environment. which merit periodic corsideration and action at the
intergoverniental level, without iis being necessary to set up new
subsidiary cgencies of a permanent nature for that purpose. It should
be pointed o:t, however, that in order to ensure the satisfactory
operation o! this type of committee or working group during an
ordinary se:sion of the Commission or of the Committee of the Whole,
the government delegations would have to include specialists in the
areas which vere to be explored in greater depth.

Someth.ng of the same sort might also be done in connexion with
other sectors covered by ECLA's activities as, for example, the
social sector, where such subjects as the participation of women in

development c-uld be discussed.

/The rationalization
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The rationalization of the priority activities and statupory meetings
of the Commission, of the Committece of the whole and of the Committee of
High-level Government bkxperts (CEGAM) along the lines suggested in this
Note, besides facilitating compliance with the relevant recoumendations
of the United Nations General Assembly and Zconomic and Social Council,
would also contribute to more efficient utilization of resources already
existing, as a basis for the other institutional adjustments which have
been proposed by the governments members of ECLA and which are reproduced
in the following paragraphs.

Some of these proposals envisage the creation of new subsidiary
agencies of the Commission. In this connexion it should be recalled
that the Terms of Zeference of the Commission, as adopted by the
Economic and Social Council, include the following paragraph:

"The Commission may, after discussion with any specialized
agency concerned, and with the approval of the Council,

“ establish surh subsidiary bodies as it deems appropriate,
for facilitating the carrying out of its responsibilities."é/

g/ Terms of Reference of the Commission, paragraph 10, as adopted by
the Lconomic and Social Council at 1ts sixth session, and amended
at its ninth, thirteenth, twenty-eighth and forty-seventh
sessions.

/3. New
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%, New auxilliary bodies or institutional
machinery proposed

(a) Industrial Co-operation Committee

In pursuance of resolution 341 (AC,66) adopted at the
Tighth Extraordinary Session of the Committee of the Whole of
ECLA the secretariat convened the Latin American Conference on
Industrialization, which was held in Mexico City from 25=29
- November 1974, Among the most important of the resolutions
adopted at that Conference was the resoclution reeommending
the Economic Commission for Latin America, at iis sixteenth
session, '"to set up an ECLA Industrial Co-operation Committee
made up of all the memﬁer governments from the Latin American
area in order to intensify:industrial co-operation between
the countries of the region and to promote the instrumentation
and broaden the objectives and goals of the Declaration
approved at this Conference, This Committee would operate
with technical assistance from the ECLA secretariat and with
the co-operation of UNIDO, on programmes of work to be

determined by the Committee itself', ¥

If it is decided to set up the Industrial Co-operation
Committee as a standing auxilliary body of ZCLA, it would be
deéirable to specify more clearly the functions it would
discharge, the Programme of vork it would carry out in the
coming years, and the fréquency with which it would meet

(perhaps every two years),

é/ The complete ‘text of this and other resolutions and
coniclusions of the Latin American Conference on
Industrialization is given in document E/CEPAL/988

(pages 33-53 inclusive).

/{b) Intergovernmental
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(b) Intergovernmental Expert Committee for the amalysis of the
application of science and technology to the development
of Latin America '

In accordance with resolution 322 (XV) adopted by the Commission
at its fifteenth sessioﬁ the ECLA secretariat convened the meeting on
Science, Technology and Development in Latin America, which was held
in Mexico City from 2-7 December 1974. Among the recommendations
adopted at thi? Meeting by member governments was the following:

"2,1 In accordance with paragraph 4 of ECLA resolution 322 (XV),
an Intergovernmental Expert Committee should be created within

the Commission to analyse the application of science and
technology to Latin American development and should meet in 1975."

As in the case of the Committee referred to in section (a)
above, if it is decided to set up this Intergovernmental Expert
Committee it would be desirable to specify its functions and the
programme of work which if would carry out, bearing in mind the
recommendations and conclusions alréady‘formulated on these matters
by member governments at the Meeting in Mexico City.&/ Alternatively,
the Intergovernmental Expert Committee itself could be entrusted, once
it had been set up, with the task of.defining more precisely its
objectives, functions and programme of work at its firét'meeting,
either in 1975 as recommended in the resolution adopted in Mexico City,
or else preferably in 1976 as a preparatory stage in the organization
of the International Conference on the matter to be held in 1977

under the auspices of the United Vations.

L/ The Report of the Meeting on Science, Technology and Development
in Latin America is contained in document ST/CEFAL/Conf.55/L.5/Rev.l.
Part III of this Report, which contains the resolutions adopted
at the Meeting, is reproduced in document E/CEPAL/988,
pages 62-85 inclusive. :

/It may
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It may be recalled at the same time that in another
resolution adopted at the Mexico City Meeting 2/ the
Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Latin
America is requested 'to take the necessary measures to
set up an ad hoc group of experts from the Latin American
countries teo meet as often as is necessary in Mexico City
to study in depth the probklem of the excdus of gualified
personnel from the Latin American countries to some developed
market economy countries, in order to determine the causes,
effects, and ways of eradicating and reversing this

phenomenon''.

(¢) Institutional machinery in the field of population

At its fifteenth session, ECLA adopted resolution
327 (XV) on the preparations for the Yorld Population
Conference and the strengthening of the operational
capacity of ECLA and CILADE., In pursuance of this
resolution, the Latin American Preparatory Meeting for the
World Population Conference was keld in San José, Costa
Rica, from 15-19 April 1974. After the Bucharest Conference
had been held, the Second Latin American Meeting on
Population was held in Mexico City from 3-7 March 1975 in
accordance with the recommendations adopted at the San
José& Meeting and the Bucharest Werld Population Conference,
Among the recommendations made by the member governments at
the Mexico Meeting was that calling upon the BCLA
secretariat to "study avpropriate means of enabling the
Latin American Governments to take more regular, direct and
effective action in the field of population and the latter's

relationship with economic and social development, and ...

5/ Resolution on "Execdus of qualified persopnel from
Latin America to the developed ccuntries" (Seef@ocument
E/CEPAL/988, pages 74-77 inclusive). ‘

/present a
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+e++ present a report on the subject at the forthcoming
session of the Commission®, Immediately after the

Meetirng on Population in Mexico City, the Tenth Extra-
ordinary Session of the Ccmmittee of the Whole-was held

in the same city. At this Session it was decided that
CELADT - an autonomous organizati~n which had been functioning
under the aegis of ECLA - should become part of the ECLA
system as a permanent instituticn with its own identity.

At the same time, tlke Session repeated the recommendation to
the JNCLA secretariat to "study appropriate machinery for
enabling the Latin American Governments to participate

more regularly, diroctly and effectiﬁely in the field of
population and its relationship with economic and social

development'. 6/

In document E/CEPAL/lOOé prepared for this session
of the Commission the secretariat presents EZCLA's
Population Programme, the implementaticn of which will be
CELLDE's main task. Part two-of that document (paragraphs
22 to.25 inclusive) discusses the instituticnal machinery
for government participaticn in the Regional Population
Programme, including the main tasks incumbent on
governments ancd the institutional modalities through which

these could be performed.

In this connexion, the following alternatives are

suggested:

(i} The establishment of a permanent governmental
subsidiary organ of the Commission which would meet at
intervals to be decided;

(ii) the holding of regular mectings of government
representatives working in the field of nopulation,similar
to those held in Costa Rica and Mexico; and

(iii) the consideration, without prejudice to the
adoption of cne of the two alternatives above, of the
possibility of establishing complementary machinery for
mectings of gevernnient.exportn to Zenl (ith cpecific issues
and act as advisers t> the [1CL.. sccretariat -~n? the main
guiding body of the Regional Populati~n Programme as required.

&/ See resolution 345 (AC,.68) adopted at the Tenth
Extraordinary Session of the Committee of the Whole of ECLA.
/It is
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It is now for the Conmission to decide whether these or other
modalities are to be used to set.up the institutional machlnery for
government participation in the Regional P0pﬁlétion Progranme. In any
event, to“avo;d overlozding the programme of meetings of the ECLA system,
it i%iéuggéstéd that the specialized population conferences held at

regional 1evelishou1d”on1y be convened every two years.
(d) The Latin Amerlcan Instltute for Economlc and Social Plannlng
(ILPLS) - Technical Committee

In accordance with' resclution 340 (AC,66) approved by the
-iﬁ06ﬁﬁ1ttee of the Whole of the Commission at its Eighth Extraordinary
Séssion,Z/ ECLA has already established the-new modalities for the;:
Institute to perform its task by making it part of the,ECLA systen as
a permanent institution with its ewn identity, . ECLA also decided to
"-establish, on a provisional basis,a Technical Committee of ILPSQ
"consisting of representatives at the approPriate&level.of.théﬂMinisteries
of the countries of the Latin American region responsible fQ;_B}anﬁing"
which will have the following functions: f . - _
" ({Y to'act as the ‘senior guiding body for ILPES act1V1t1es in o
"~ “those areas entrusted to it; _ _
(ii) to serve as thé advisory body for the Executive Secretary of
‘ ECLA, "both with regpect to the implementation of the work ;:-
‘ programmes of' ILPES and the evaluation of their results; and
(1i1) to review and anprove the work programmes of ILPIS,
Pursuant -to-the above-mentioned resolution of the Committee of
the Whole-of ECLA, the Téchnical Committee of ILPES will meet for the
first time ofn 7 May 1975 in Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago, The
report of thé meéting of the Technical Committee, covering any 'ti
institutional aspects which may hnve been discussed at the meeting;'@ill
be submitted immediately to the Commission for its consideration at its
sixteenth session. This procedurc.of helding parallel meetings could
perhaps be continued in the future, without pregudlce to the 8nec1a1 meetlngs
of the Technical Committee of ILPES which it mlght be necesshrv to conVene

in accordance with established practlce.

Z/ Held in New York on 24 nnd 25 January 1974, The report of the
Session is contained in document E/CN,12/AC.66/5,

/Other_ recommendations
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Other recommendations of an institutional nature

Transport
The First Latin Ameridan Regional Proparatory Meeting on the

Intefnetienal IntermedalﬁTraneport Convention was held in Mer del Plate,
Argentiﬁa; ffoﬁhéﬁlgonBO”Octebcr 1974, One-'of the resolutions adopted

by the government Pepresentatives reférs to transport facilitation. 8/

This resélution ‘sugpests that the ceuntrles of . the reglon that have not

yet done so should consider the orgagg;etlnn of transport fac111tat10n ETOULS
and dlssemlnate through reglonal orgﬁnlzatlons any information and initiative
in thlS fleld that may affect the reglon, and recormmends to ECLA that it
maintain 1ts consultﬁtlons with- 1ntergovernmental organlzatlons, I
pr1n01pa11y those of the reglon, in the field of frcilitation, with a

view to ach1ev1ng ‘the greatest co~ord1nat10n of theéir actions and aveiding
duplication of efforts.' ' o

Furthermore, the ex?éft meeting convened by INTAL to examine the
ECLA/IﬂTQL report on international iand transport (Buenos Aires, 3 to 6
December 19?4) recommended that ECLA should consider the advisability of
setting up a Fa0111tat10n Committee to institutionalize the work of
co-ordlnatlon embarked upon in connexion with fthe preliminary studies
for the dellberatlons of the Intergovernmental Prepﬁratory Committee cn
an Internqtlonal Intermodcl Transport Convention.

The secreta rlat feels that these purposes could be served basically
by means of technlcal meetlngs of facilitation experts, 9/ to be
convened whenever necessarv in con-ultation with the governments-
concerned although thlS would not prevent these problems from being
dlscussed also at the level of the Connlsslon or Comnlttee of the Whole' "

of_CEGAN as Lpproprlate.

] «

8/  See document E/CEPAL/ 988 (pp.. 59-6102),._"_
9/ . See document. E/CEPAL/1005.. "

/Insurance
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Insurance

A Round Table Meeting of Latin smerican Insurance Superintendents
was held in Saﬁtiago, Chile, from 9 to 13 December 1974, The discussions
dealt with the importance of regional co-operation as a means of solving
insurance problems aﬁd with methods of improving the position of
national eqtérpriscs in thé'insurance market. It was accordingly
recomﬁended that a Latin Americen Asseciation of Insurance
Superintendents chculd be established, and it was requested at the
same time that the constifuent meeting of the Association should be
held under the sponsorship and with the assistance of the institutions
and mechanisms which contributed to the holding of the Round Table
meeting in Santiago, So far, the insurance supervision agency of
Argentina has been designated as the co-ordinating and contract
centre for these actiriticco.

If the member governments of the Commission support this
initiative, the ECLA cecretariat, in consultation with the appropriate
Argentine suthoritices and in co~ordination with UNCTAD and UNDP,
will make the nececozary arrongoments to hold the constituent meeting
of the Association.

Snecialirzed conferences and scninars

In addition t» the established cescions convened within the
BCLA system and others of a technical nature already mentioned in
earlier paragraphs, the possibility is being considered of convening
certain specialized conlcrences or seminars during the coming biennium,
in keeping with the priorities laid dovn by member governments in the
Programme of ¥ ‘k or as a result of exprescions of interest by member
governments, in such fields zs food and agriculture; statistics;
employment: and to deal with cecrtain problems connected with natural
resources such as water, as mentiocned in section 1 ¢f this Note.
Furthermore, as a preparatory stage for the United Nations Conference-
Exposition on Human Settlements (HABITAT), —hich is to be L.~7.1
in Vancouver, Canada, from 31 May to 11 June 1976, the Executive
Secretary of ECLA, in conjunctiom with the Secretary~General of the

Vancouver Conference, has already convened a Preparatory Regional

/Conference for
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Coanfercnce for Latin America which is to be held in Cyracas,
Venezucla, from 30 June to 4 July 1975. The Secretary~General of
- the HABTTAT Conference will atfend the present “CLA session and
.._will czplain the significance of the Vancouver Conference and the

" lmportance attached " >the Preparatory Regional Conference for Latin
Azerica. Similar arrangements are being explored as regards the

Confevonce on Erployment which is beinpg organized by ILO for 1976.



