AW N

|

_ ____ ARANTNAN _,..JJ.._..__...._J)..

=

"RCCEITRLL]
[LLETER LL
SE RILE LLELL



http://vrb.al/hummingbird

UN Fellowship on firearms
control launched with
Caribbean cohort

A HUMMINGBIRD FEATURE:
Trinidad and Tobago

and United Natfions Sign
Sustainable Development
Cooperation Framework
2022-2026

Caribbean leads the world in
reducing AlDS-related deaths
globally, but progress on

reducing new infections slow

One year after Beryl: Stories
of recovery, resilience, and
rebuilding lives

ABOUT US

Issued on a monthly basis, The Hummingbird
offers insights into the latest projects, publications,
technical assistance missions and research carried
out by ECLAC Caribbean. In addition to these,
sneak previews are provided of the most salient
upcoming events, alongside enriching follow-
ups to previously covered issues. With a view

to featuring a variety of facets of Caribbean life
and lifestyle, The Hummingbird also zooms in

on cultural activities and landmark occurrences
through an eye-opening regional round-up.

EDITORIAL TEAM

Editor: Jabari Fraser
Publication Design: Liseanne Martin-Subero

Please see our contact details on the back cover
of this magazine.

INTERNATIONAL DAYS

30 July

World Day Against Trafficking in Persons

9 August
International Day of the World's
Indigenous Peoples

12 August
International Youth Day

19 August
World Humanitarian Day

UPCOMING MEETINGS

12 - 15 AUGUST 2025
XVI Regional Conference on Women
in Latin America and the Caribbean

12 - 15 AUGUST 2025
XVI Regional Conference on Women
in Latin America and the Caribbean

06 - 07 AUGUST AUGUST 2025
Il Parliamentary Summit on Climate
Change and Just Transition of Latin
America and the Caribbean
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UN FELLOWSHIP ON
FIREARMS CONTROL

LAUNCHED

WITH CARIBBEAN COHORT

Caribbean officials undergo UN
training to tackle illicit firearms
and gun violence.

28 July 2025— Amid rising gun
violence and weapons trafficking

across the region, fifteen officials
from across the Caribbean
began a three-week intensive
training under the United Nations
Small Arms and Light Weapons
Fellowship Programme, hosted for
the first time in the region.

The Fellowship—established
by a resolution of the United
Nations General Assembly—was
developed to strengthen the
technical and operational capacity
of states, particularly in developing
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regions, to prevent and combat
the illicit trade in small arms and
light weapons. Participants from
law enforcement, defence, border
control, research and diplomacy
will receive advanced training in
arms control measures including
weapons marking and tracing,
stockpile management, border
security, destruction protocols
and disarmament processes.

The Caribbean cohort is the first of
three global groups participating
in this year’s rollout, ahead of
upcoming sessions in Africa and
Asia. It builds on the region’s
leadership in  adopting the
Caribbean Firearms Roadmap—
the second such roadmap globally,

i

after the Western Balkans.

Speaking at the  opening
ceremony in Cumuto, UN Resident
Coordinator  a.i. and UNDP
Resident Representative, Ugo
Blanco, emphasised the stakes:

The programme aligns with the UN
Secretary-General's New Agenda

for Peace, launched in 2023,
which calls for a renewed global
approach to conflict prevention—
one that balances strong control
measures with social investment in
education, youth empowerment,
mental health, and community
resilience.

The training is organised by
the United Nations Office for
Disarmament Affairs (UNODA) in
partnership with the Government
of Trinidad and Tobago, the
Ministry of Homeland Security, and
the United Nations Institute for
Training and Research (UNITAR).
[t follows a foundational online
module and will be delivered in-
person over three weeks.

Mr. Blanco also highlighted the
important role of UNLIREC,
the UN'’s regional disarmament
centre for Latin America and
the Caribbean, in strengthening
national  firearms  legislation,
building forensic capacity, and
guiding implementation of the
Caribbean Firearms Roadmap.

As Mr. Blanco told participants,
their work is critical in translating
international  frameworks  like
the Programme of Action on
SALW and the International
Tracing Instrument into results
on the ground. “Your presence
here represents a moment of
determination,” he said. “You

are the stewards of this region’s
next chapter in arms control and

violence prevention.”
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TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO AND
UNITED NATIONS SIGN

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
COOPERATION FRAMEWORK 2022-2026
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FEATURE——

milestone moment for T&T's
sustainable development
journey!

Port of Spain, 9 July 2025 -
Trinidad and Tobago has taken

an important step forward
in its sustainable development journey with
the formal signing of the United Nations
Multi-Country Sustainable Development
Cooperation Framework (UNSDCF) 2022-
2026.
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' CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO AND UNITED NATIONS SIGN
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION FRAMEWORK

2022-2026

At a ceremony held at the Ministry
of Planning, Economic Affairs and
Development, Senator Dr. The
Honourable Kennedy Swaratsingh
and UN Resident Coordinator
in  Trinidad and  Tobago,
Joanna Kazana, signed the
Framework, reaffirming a shared
commitment to sustainable,
inclusive development and closer
collaboration across sectors.

Representatives of United Nations
system agencies attended the
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milestone event, underscoring
the joint priorities identified for
cooperation with the Government
of Trinidad and Tobago. These
priorities include:

e Strengthening the education
system and ensuring access
to education for all children,
particularly ~ migrants  and
refugees;

Preventing violence and
crime through community-
based interventions;

Harnessing digitalization
and artificial intelligence to
improve public administration,
service delivery, statistical
systems, and financial
governance;
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Promoting health, nutrition,
and food security as integral
parts of national resilience
and well-being strategies; and

* Revitalizing social dialogue
and fortifying institutions
that uphold labour rights and
decent work.

Looking ahead, the United Nations
in Trinidad and Tobago plans to
intensify its support in key areas
such as digital inclusion, financial
literacy, and building resilient food
systems. Efforts will also continue
to bolster national capacities in
health, environmental protection,

—

climate adaptation, and social
protection.

The UN remains dedicated to
advancing justice reform, child
protection, women'’s rights,
anti-trafficking initiatives, and
cybersecurity, all aligned with the
New Agenda for Peace and the
country’s vision for prevention-

focused, people-centred
governance.
Minister Swaratsingh and

Ms. Kazana both highlighted
the critical role of strong
partnerships in achieving
sustainable development and

e
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pledged continued, coordinated
collaboration to build a more
resilient, inclusive, and equitable
future for Trinidad and Tobago.

Ms. Kazana also presented a copy
of the UN Country Team's 2024
Annual Results Report.

The signing of the UNSDCF
represents a significant milestone
in the partnership between the
United Nations and Trinidad and
Tobago, charting a path toward
sustainable development that
leaves no one behind.
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ONE YEAR AFTER
BERYL:

STORIES OF RECOVERY,

RESILIENCE, AND REBUILDING

LIVES

"After the hurricane, when | saw the island, it
was like a strange place to me. It looked strange
because everything had just disappeared.” - Jady
Forde, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines

When Hurricane Beryl tore through the Caribbean
in July 2024, it left behind a trail of destruction that
changed lives overnight. Homes were flattened,
roads washed away, and communities disconnected
from the rest of the world. But perhaps even more
devastating than the physical destruction was the
emotional weight that settled in its wake especially
for families who lost not only their shelter but their
sense of safety.

For Jady Forde, a mother in Saint Vincent and
the Grenadines, the hurricane turned her familiar
neighbourhood into something unrecognizable. “It
looked like a strange place,” she recalls. Yet amid
the destruction, there was a spark of hope: a food
kit from the World Food Programme (WFP). Inside
were basic items macaroni, canned fish, rice. Enough
to cook her family’s first meal since the storm.

"The kitchen had flooded, and our feet were sore
and wrinkled from standing in the water,” she said,
describing how she waded through to prepare
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dinner. “But we were happy. We were eating
together again.”

Within days of the storm, WFP had mobilized 5,000
food kits for the hardest-hit families, with support
from the Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF)
and in partnership with the Caribbean Disaster
Emergency Management Agency (CDEMA) and
national authorities. Temporary storage units
were set up on Union Island, Saint Vincent, and
Carriacou, Grenada to safely store and distribute
food and other relief items. These mobile logistics
hubs provided a lifeline during the most critical
moments.

But recovery was never just about supplies, it was
also about healing.

In Carriacou, Grenada, the trauma ran deep,
particularly for women and girls. The Ministry
of Carriacou & Petite Martinique Affairs, with
support from UN Women through the Global
Affairs Canada-funded Build Back Equal Project,
launched the Safe Space Initiative to respond to the
emotional aftermath. Designed for women and girls
between the ages of 7 and 17, and 18 and older, the
programme offered something invaluable: a safe
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CARIBBEAN BREADFRUIT ano st pie

What you will need:

For the breadfruit mash:

* 1 medium breadfruit (peeled, cored, and chunked)
e 2-3tbsp butter (or coconut oil for dairy-free)

® %2 cup coconut milk (or regular milk)

e Salt & black pepper to taste

For the fish filling:

1 Ib firm white fish (kingfish, snapper, or salted cod, soaked and flaked)
1 medium onion, finely chopped

2 cloves garlic, minced

1 sweet pepper, diced

2 sprigs thyme (or 1 tsp dried)

1 stalk celery, chopped

2 tomatoes, chopped (or 1 cup canned)

1 hot pepper (Scotch bonnet or chili), minced (optional, adjust to taste)
2 tbsp olive oil or coconut oil

1 tsp paprika

1 tsp curry powder (optional, for a Trini-style kick)

Salt & pepper to taste

Y2 cup grated cheese (cheddar or local Caribbean cheese, optional but nice for topping)

Meathod:

Boil the breadfruit chunks in salted water until tender, about 20 to 25 minutes. Drain and mash
with the butter and coconut milk until smooth, then season with salt and black pepper. Set aside.
Heat the oil in a pan and sauté the onion, garlic, celery, and sweet pepper until softened. Add the
tomatoes, thyme, paprika, curry powder, and hot pepper and cook until the tomatoes break down.
Add the fish and cook for 5 to 7 minutes until done and well seasoned. Adjust salt and pepper.
Preheat the oven to 375°F or 190°C. Grease a baking dish and spread the fish mixture evenly on-
the bottom. Cover with the mashed breadfruit and smooth the top. Sprinkle with cheese if using.
Bake uncovered for 25 to 30 minutes until the top is golden and bubbling. Serve hot with salad,
coleslaw, or fried plantains.




CONTACT US

ECLAC Subregional Headquarters
for the Caribbean,

1 Chancery Lane, P.O. Box 1113,
Port of Spain,

Trinidad and Tobago.

MEDIA CONTACT
Tel.: 1 868 224 8067

E-mail: eclac-media-pos@eclac.org
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