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Origin of the Programme

The Economic ‘Comnission for Latin America, at its Fourth Session held in
Mexico in May 1951, recognized the need for all Iatin American countries' to
carry out fundamental research and to prepare economists from the region in
the field of econcmic development, the necessity to formulate general and
co~ordinated plans and programmes, and ‘the lack of economic experts capable
of drawing up and putting such plans into practice. ’ '

In order to satisfy these needs, the Commmission requested the
Secretariat, through resolution 4 (IV) (Document E/2021) to adopt general
measures for establishing an ECLA study centie for economic development, and in
collaboration with the Director General of the Technical Assistant
Administration, to make the financial and administrative arrangements
in regard to the activities necessary for the training of a professional

body of economic experts at the Centre.

Agreement with the Technical Assistance Administration .

In fulfillment of the Commission's mandate, the Secretariét reached
an agreemnent with the Director General of the Technical Ass1stance
Administration whereby facllltles were made available at LCLA headquarters
for the training of economists. - The principal reason for establishing
the Centre in the ECLA Secretariat lies in the nature of the lattéf's
work, consisting iargely of research and the sélﬁtion of the problems
arising from economic devélopment. Tﬁus, the participants have the
opportunity to work in close permanent contact with ECLA's economists,‘
whose background and work partichlérly lend themselves to professionélv'
training based on "learning by'doing" TAA, for iits part, hés an éctive _
interest in creatlng opportunltles for the tralnlng of experts in the fleld
of economic develgpment, and in a351st1ng economists and government cff1c1als
from Latin America to clarify and solve some of the problems related to
development.

As the type of training selected cannot be given on a large scale, -
it ‘was decided to restrict it to those Latin American economists who had -
previous experience or who might later take part in -‘the practical solution

of the problems of development in the region, and who might eventually

/make original
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make original contributions in their research and interpretation.
According to the agreement, both TAA and ECLA would cooperate in
the elaboration of the Programme, and, in addition, TAA would be responsible

for the financial arranganents and ECLA for administration.

Prepa“atlon of the Programme

.. Once the agreement with TAA was. reached, the prepara*ion of the
Programme started in January, 1952. This was a difficult task in view of
the very broad scope of the field of economic development. and iof the fact
that there was no previous comprehensive: experience elsewhere that ceuld
serve as a guide. -

Economic development requires experts. in planning, statistics, fiscal
policy,_resources'surveys, industrial, agricultural and transports economics,-
administrafion, agronomy, engineering and so on, - None of these experts are -
found in any great number in Latin America, but within this general scarcity,-
experience has shown that what is.mainly required is the type of specialist ..
having an overall perspective of the economic problems of his country and
who 1s capable .of integrating policy decisions and recommendations made by
the various technlcal experts, within a consistent'programme or plan. for“
economic development Thls is the specific alm of the Training Programme. E

After several discussions w1tn the tecnnloal staff of the Secretarlat,
it became evident that a profe531onal SpECld]lZ_ng in the preparatlon of
economic development plans should have a sound theoretlcal background and
experience in dealing with practlcal,problems, and that his post-graduate
training should enable him soecif'cally 2) to analyze the obstacles that
hinder the economlc development of a glven country or region; b) to Judge
what proportion of a oountry‘s resources can be dedicated to economic
developnent w1thout provoklng inflatlorary or balance of payments problems,
c) to 1ndlcate how these resources should be allocated S0 as, to achleve the
maxxmum rate of growth of real per caplta 1ncome, and d) to p01nt out the.
most sultable measures of economlc pollcy for attalnlng the alms of economio,.
development, '

Implementation of the Programme

It.was decided that the best way to carry out 'a training programme-of -
the napure suggested. by the proposed. objectives, was by means of .selected .
and intensive reading,. lectures, round-table discussions, and .practical

research,
: /Readings should
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Read:ngs should provide, together with lectures, indlvidual |
© ¢ohsultation and round-table dlscu531ons, the theoretlcal framework
.necessarj for an intelligent interpretation of the problems of the ‘
participants! field of specialization and should also supply the tools
for enalysiso. Practical research teaches the appllcetion of these tools
and familiarizes the economist with the developmenf problems of his own
countiry. S :A |
‘The selection of readlng materlal was made in order to cover the
‘follow1ng topxcs. a) national income and SOClal acconntlng, b) interpretation
of economic develovment problems, c) economic development progectlons and
analyses, d) financing; e) preparation and evaluatlon of 1nvestment programmes;
and f) organizatlon for economic development programmlng.
The chief of the Programme visi ited the United States and Canada in March,
1652, toﬂdiscuss the syllabus and readlngs with eyoerts in the Unlted Nations
:Heedquarters, rth American and Canadian Unlversltles, and varlous agencles

of the United States Government. With their advice, 5,000 pages of readlng

""matellal was selected.

Partnolpants in the 1952 Programme
01 28 March, 1952, the Dlrcctor General of TAA advised the Governments
of the agreement, and shortly afterwards the Secretariat of ECLA sent official

invitations to the Foreign Ministers to nominate oendidates for the
Programme to be lnaugurated on 1 June 1952. o

Eleven ncminations were, recelved for the eleven available fellowships,
but only ten vere flnally awarded and dlstrlbuted as follows: Brazil, - three;
Chile, twoj Cuba, Ecuador, El Salvador, Mexico and Paraguay, one each. .

'All the participants belonged to institutions which are connected, .in
one form or another, with the problems of economic development. Those from
Brazil were officials of -the National Economic Council, the Getulio Vargas
Foundation and the Industrial Association of Sao Paulo; those from Chile .
belonged to the Development Corporation and the University. of Chile; the
Cuban participant was an economist from the Agricultural and Industrial’
Development Bank; the one from Ecuador belonged to the Development .
Corporation; the Mexican’was an economist from the Bank of Mexico; the
Paraguayan came from the Land. Reform Instiﬁute;~and the El Salvadorlan"“
was an Adviser to the Minister of Economy. .

/A1l the participants
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Al11 the participants remained in Chile for eight months, with the
exception of two who spent only seven months in the country. 'However, all
deserved the Certificate of Partlclpatlon granted to those fulfilling the
requisites of the Programme,

The reading programme was completed by all the participants and in
some cases it was supplemented by additional references on subjects of
special interest to individual participants.

As it had been planned, regular lectures and round-table discussions
were held throughout the eight months of training, about 150 hours in all
being devoted to this work. In addition, several special lectﬁres were
also delivered both by members of the ECLA technical sfaff, aﬁd experts
from other institutions. Among the latter weré economists ffom the
Developmert Corporation of Chile, from the International Bagk'for
Reconstruction and Development, the Central Banks of Guatehala_and
Hondufas, the National Economic Board of Nicaragua; and the United States
Departmént of Commerce. o

All participants carried out one or more research projects, completing
a total of nine; viz: 1) Projections of the Gross National éroduct for
Chile, 1952-57; 2) Demand and production goals for foodstuffs in Chile;

3) the National Accounts of Bfazil, 1949; L) Projections of the Gross
National Product and Investments in Brazil 1952~57; 5) the economic
development of Paraguay, 1926-50; and 6 to 9) Projections of the capacity
to import of Cuba, Ecuador, El Salvador and Mexico.

The purpose of the studies on projections was to estimate the amount
of foreign exchange resources that will probably be available to the
- different countries to maintain glven levels of investment, and to evaluate{
the probable expansionary effects of such investments.

In addition, four more studies were begun, which will be completed by
the trainees participating in the Programme in 1953. One of these studies
is concerned with the establishment of a tyre factory in Central America
and another with criteria for establishing priorities. The other two _
studies refer to the sources and uses of investment funds in Brazil and. |
Chile. B | |

To complete their regular activities, the students visited the
industrial area of Concepcién in Chile, making detailed inspections of

the steel plant, coal mines, port facilities, and glass, chinaware and

/textile factories.



E/CN,12/303

Page 7
teXtile factories. The’ students who showed 1nterest also spent some time
studying the organlza bion of the Development Corporatlon and credlt
1nst1tutlons of Chlle.' L

At the end of 1952 an agreemen+ was reached w1th TAA to consider within

the General Fellowshlps Programme of the Unlted Natlons, and subject to the
approval of the Governments concerned, the award of two fellowshlps to allow
two outstandlng partlclpants to contlnue thelr tralnlng in Great Brltaln,
the Netherlands and Sweden for a further year. The Secretarlat has accordlngLy
recommended for the consideration of the United Nations Fellowships Committee

the names of one Brazilian and one Chilean participant in the 1952 Progranme,

Co—operation with other Training Programmes

The Fourth Session of the Commission requested the Secretariat to
collaborate with other organizations which might grant facilities for
professional training, a mandate which was fulfilled by taking an active
part in the Latin American Seminar on National Income Analysis held in
Santiago, from 5 — 16 January, 1953. Moreover, the Chief of the Programme
is also a member of the Board of Directors of the Inter~American Training
Centre on Economic and Financial Statisties, which under the auspices of
the Inter-American Statistical Institute of the Pan American Union and the
University of Chile, has been funcﬁioning in Santiago since the beginning
of 1953.

In addition, the Secretariat has maintained direct contact with the
Organization of Latin American Universities and it is hoped that ECLA's
work on professional training may in future also be undertaken through the

lecture rooms of Schools of Economics throughout the region.

Programme for 1953

Twelve Latin American economists have been invited to participate
in the 1953 Programme, which will begin on 15 Aprils

In addition to the increase in the number of participants, other
important changes will be introduced this year. In the first place, the
reading list on the theory of development will be reduced, and substituted
by readings on economic policy, the gap in theory being filled through
discussions and conferences. Secondly, it is hoped that at least one well

known international expert on develcpment problems can be invited to Chile

/for a given
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for a given period to deliver lectures and to analyze the problems of his
specialty. | ,

- Lastly, the participants will be enabled to maintain much more active
ccontact with ECLA!'s economists by discussing with them the techniques of
economic development and the principles of its interpretation, which
problems are the constant concern of the Secretariat.,

It is hoped that with these changes and with the experience already
.gained, the 1953 Programme w1ll be even more satlsfactory.
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aspects of the- Expanded Programme of Technlcal Ass;stance, including
a country—byhcountry review of the a531stance prov1ded up to

. the end of 1951 to the various countries which requested such

VV:ass1stance, may be found 1n the Fourth Report submltted by tbe

Technical ASSlstance Board to the Technical As51stanee Committee

which as a sub31d1ary organ of the Economlc-and 6001al Council

reviews and supervises: the activilties under the Expanded Programme,

| REERHEEEEEEN:

oo/
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TECHNICAL »SSISTANCE ACTIVITIES UNDER

THE EXPANU D PROGRaMFE OF TECHNICAL aSSISTANCE IN COUNTRIES

IN THe ECLA REGION AS »T 1 JaNUaRY 1953

' _ ‘ OTHER INFOR-
COUNTRY aND PROJECT SUMMARY STATUS “XPbRTS FLLLON- MnTION INCLU=
' , : DING DOCUMENT
b i REFERENCES
BOLIVIA % i §
} | %
United Nations and Technical .ssistonce ; i
Board., : ; é g
(UN and TiB) _ | i :
; k i
Special Representative of the Secretery- - IIn . TaB/R.131

General of the United Natiocns, who also acts‘opcratlon

as TaB Resident Technical Assistance Hepre- |
sentative (RT4R); appointed 1 February 1952, |
advises thg Secretary-General in the selec~ |
tion of candidates- for administratiVelassis-g
tant and expert posts, liaison and development
of the programme between the Secretary-Generil

of UN and the President of the Republic and | .

Ministers, advises the Coordinator General of
the Programme appointed by the Bclivian
Government, for effective execution of the
programme. nlso advisesEBoard and Participa- !
ting Organisations on their projects of
technical assistance in Bolivia,

United Nations Technical assistance
administration, !
(UNTAa) oo

l. Economic Development. :
a comprehensive 17-member technical uSSls-

tence mission of the UN, in cosperation . iIn
;operati:

with ILO,Fi0 and UNESCO,surveyed Bolivia'si
nceds and resources in 1990. In 1mplcnentﬁ—,
tion cf its proposals, the Government P
requested UNTaA's assistence in obtaining lpz
administrative assistants as integral members
of the Bolivian Civil Service for periods @f
3 to 5 years, and the services of technical 5
experts in various fields, as well as tech+ |
nical treining of 30 Bolivian naticnals, and !
equlpment 4 technical assistance agreement
as signed for this purpcose on 1 October 1951
Under this agreement UNTaa agreed: ' |
'~l

a) to assist in the selection and reeruit- i
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Further infor-
mation may be
ound in
%ourth Report
¢f TaB to the
1echnical Ag—
jistance Com—
£1ttee (TAC)of
COSOC(E/2213,
aols I and II),
& in Report -of
Inited Nations
Missicn of Tech-
dical Assistance
fo Bolivia.(ST/
Tiis/E/Bolivia 1
-1951),



