1

Eis

UNITED NATIONS N
ECONOMIC iy
AND ENGLISH

SOCIAL COUNCIL.

ORIGINAL: SPANISH

ECONCMIC COMMISSION FOR LATIN AMERICA .
Fourth session: .- ;
Mexico, D.F, . o - .§;

Item ? of the agenda

REPORT ON FORESTS AND FOREST PRODUCTION
IN  LATIN AMERICA

Chile, United States of America, Guatemala and Mexico:
Joint draft resolution.

- THE ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR LATIN AMERICA,
HAVING EXAMINED document E/CN, 12/235, Report on the 1mportance

. of forests and forest productlon in the Latin American economy,

CONSIDERING that forests cover more than HO per cent of Latin
America, an area which represents about one-gquarter of the forests
of the world, so that Latin America has a greater proportion of
forest ‘area than any other continent°

CONSIDERING that even though the present needs of Latin

America as to the consumption of lumber are small and its forest

resources, as has been noted, are abundant, the lumber industry in

Latih Aﬁeriéa.dannof‘satisfy those neéds and that, on the contrary,

the balance of trade in 1umber is unfavourable, as is demonstrated

“by the fact that Latin American lumber importations amount to

75 million doIlars annually, whereas exportationa amount to 63

‘million dollars annually,,

/CONSIDERING
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CONSIDERING that wlthln a. phort time the consumptlon of lumber
could. 1ncrease greatly for reasons of urgency such as the need to.
develop bulldlng to relieve the existing hou51ng shortage, -

: COJSIDERIIG that the uorld's needs constently are increasing, as

13 reflected by the shortage of sawn lumber, especially in Europe and

| the Far bBast, and by the world-wide 1nadequacy of the supply of wood
plps .

CONSIDEHING that only by making the best possible use of new
~ technical metﬁods of procesglng and utlllzlng forest products can
growing natlonal and 1nternatlona1 needs be satmsfzed°

TAKIRG INTO ACCOUHT that uhe exploltatloﬁ of forest wealth would
enable those countries whOSe econdmy is founded on only a few
agricultural products’ o1 essentlal raw materials to dlver51fy thelr
nroductlon' | ., P ’ ‘

- COHS IDERING. that- thls programme for. forest’ production, 1f it 1is
to be ratlonal, must ‘be based vpon.y_..:a.,‘ S ‘
) C lefull knowledge of forest wealth; and . - ‘
. 2y .2 forest conservatlon, forestry and management policy to
© maintain forests, to ensure continuous production, to
exercise a favcurable influence upon the cllmate and the
water system and to conserve the so0il;

CONSIDERING that the consumption of wood.fqr fuwely which is very'
considerable ih sone of the densely populsated regions of Latin
America, Mey cause éoﬁplete,urapid and dangeroué‘deforestation over
large areas; ' B

1. TAKES NOTE with satisfaction of the Report on the Importance

/of Forests
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of Forests and Forest Production in the Latin American Economy
" (E/CN, 12/235), ‘which is & result of thé 301nt work of ECLA and FAO
(E/CN 12/229); . B
"5 RECOMMENDS to the Executive Secreétdry that work such as thi..»,
which is the product of co-operatlon between speclallzed agenoles
and other 1nternational organlsms, should'be cont1nued°
3. ~RECOhMENDS to the Member~Governments thet,.ln preparing or.
carrying out their programmes of forest and lumber development, they
- should take iﬁtb,eonsiderationstheTstudy containedffnﬁdocument
: '.'"’"E/CN 15/235; ‘-‘. S A
"y REQUESTS ‘the Secretary—eeneral of ‘the United Nations and the
. Director«General of the FAO. to give to the Metiber Goverrnments which
request it, adequate technical assistarice for the purposes to which
reference is made in the-pfé&édingﬁpé}agréph;r: D
5, "RECOMMENDS to the Inteérnational Benk for Reconstriction and
Development “that it should pay due ‘atiention to the fihancing of
nrogremmes for the development of forestry and the lumber industry
in Latin Amerloa' |
6, RECOMMENDS to the governments thet they should
a) oontlnue or initiate complete programmes for the surveylng
| of forests and the draw1ng up of forest 1nventor1es,
b) adopt and put 1nto effect a forest pollcy -includlng the
- organlzatlon of competent technlcal serv1ces- based upon

adequate 1eg151ation and regulatlons approprlate to the

- /specific characteristics
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specific ‘characteristics. in eeoh case,rln order to ensure )
the conservation of thelr forest resources, therebg

‘assuring lumber productlon and the protectlon Ol thelr:J'

ifagrlculture ‘and of, their 1nterests in general' |
¢l 1mmed1ate1y take the reqnlslte measures to ensure al
pormal - supply of fuel 1n urban and densely-populated
:areas. by providing for. 1ntens;ve and ratlonal B
' afforestatlon, encouraglng the use of approprleteuf
technieal methods in the employment of olmber for fuel and:mf
 dewveloping  the use of mlneral fuels and other sources of s

energys and - A 7_ L . _ D N

7% RECCMMENDS - to the Executlve Secretary the study9 in

collaboratlon with the FAQ, of the, effects of customs tarl fs and f

other“barriers: to trade. and cf shlppa.ntT charaes .on the development o

of the lumber industry in: the: Latin ﬂnerloan:countlles._



