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A. ATTENDANCE AND ORGANIZATION OF WORK

Place and date of the meeting

1. The nineteenth meeting of the Executive Committee of the Statistical Conference of the Americas
of the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) was held virtually from
25-27 August 2020.

Attendance!

2. The meeting was attended by representatives of the following States serving as members of the
Executive Committee: Canada, Chile, Colombia, Grenada, Italy, Jamaica and Mexico.

3. Also attending were representatives of the following member countries of the Conference: Antigua
and Barbuda, Argentina, Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, Brazil, Costa Rica,
Cuba, Dominica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, France, Guatemala, Guyana, Honduras,
Japan, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Plurinational State of Bolivia, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and
the Grenadines, Spain, Suriname, Turkey, Trinidad and Tobago and Uruguay.

4. The following associate members of ECLAC were also represented: Anguilla, Aruba, Bermuda,
British Virgin Islands, Cayman Islands, Curagao, Guadeloupe, Montserrat, Sint Maarten and Turks and
Caicos Islands.

5. Attending from the United Nations Secretariat were representatives of the Statistics Division, the
Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP), the Development Coordination Office
and the Offices of the Resident Coordinator in the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, Colombia, Ecuador,
Jamaica and Uruguay, as well as the Resident Coordinators in Colombia, the Dominican Republic,
Guatemala, Jamaica and Uruguay.

6. The meeting was also attended by representatives of the following United Nations funds and
programmes: United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women (UN-Women),
United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), United Nations
Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), United Nations
Environment Programme (UNEP) and United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNDRR).

7. Also represented were the following specialized agencies of the United Nations: International Fund
for Agricultural Development (IFAD), Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO),
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) and International Labour
Organization (ILO).

8. Also present at the meeting were representatives of the following intergovernmental organizations:
Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), Andean Community (CAN), Caribbean Community
(CARICOM), Centre for International Strategic Thinking (CEPEI), Partnership in Statistics for Development
in the 21st Century (PARIS21), Statistical Office of the European Union (Eurostat), Organization for
Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) and Central American Integration System (SICA).

' See the full list of participants in annex 2.



Chair

9. The meeting was chaired by the Director-General of the National Administrative Department of
Statistics (DANE) of Colombia, in his capacity as Chair of the Executive Committee of the Statistical
Conference of the Americas of ECLAC.

B. AGENDA

10. The Executive Committee adopted the following agenda:

1. Adoption of the agenda.

2. The challenges posed by COVID-19 as an opportunity to strengthen the role of national
statistical offices.

3. The role of national statistical offices as data stewards.

4. A decade of action for the Sustainable Development Goals.

5. Review of progress in the implementation of the biennial programme of regional and
international cooperation activities, 2020-2021, of the Statistical Conference of the
Americas of ECLAC.

6. Other matters.

7. Consideration and adoption of agreements.

C. SUMMARY OF PROCEEDINGS

11. At the opening session, statements were made by Alicia Barcena, Executive Secretary of the
Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC); Juan Daniel Oviedo, Director-
General of the National Administrative Department of Statistics (DANE) of Colombia, in his capacity as
Chair of the Statistical Conference of the Americas of ECLAC; and Stefan Schweinfest, Director of the
United Nations Statistics Division.

12. After welcoming the participants, the Executive Secretary of ECLAC said that the coronavirus
disease (COVID-19) pandemic represented a turning point, which not only directly affected people’s daily
lives but also created uncertainty about the future. She underscored some of the consequences, especially
in the economic and social spheres, including the increase in inequality that ECLAC expected in the region.
In order to raise awareness of and monitor the various measures being taken by countries to deal with the
pandemic, ECLAC had set up the COVID-19 Observatory in Latin America and the Caribbean. To date,
six special reports had also been published on the impact of the pandemic and specific recommendations to
mitigate its effects on people’s lives and to facilitate economic reactivation, along with joint thematic
reports prepared with several agencies of the United Nations system.

13. ECLAC had worked with countries in the area of statistics to ensure the continuity of operations,
and had provided technical support. Through the Knowledge Transfer Network (KTN) of the Statistical
Conference of the Americas, several webinars had been held to exchange experiences on different topics.



The pandemic had highlighted the inequality of the region and its concrete consequences, such as increased
exposure to disease resulting from living conditions and precariousness, and labour and education exclusion
caused by the lack of access to digital technologies. In that context, the Executive Secretary underscored
the importance of statistics and the need for further progress in measuring well-being and highlighting
social gaps, and acknowledged the work of national statistical offices and institutes in those limiting
circumstances. Finally, she warned that the pandemic aggravated the risk the region already faced of not
achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), and referred to the regional SDG Gateway, created
by ECLAC to serve as a repository and reference for all information related to the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development and the SDGs.

14. The Director-General of the National Administrative Department of Statistics (DANE) of
Colombia underscored the role of the Conference in addressing the problems being accentuated by the
pandemic and the efforts to create innovation scenarios that would allow progress, for example, in the
development of metrics of subjective well-being, in order to overcome the false dilemma of choosing
between health and the economy. He highlighted the efforts made to ensure that statistical information
guided the approach to complex phenomena within the framework of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development, such as informality, migration, poverty and inequality, the circular economy and social,
gender, intergenerational and ethnic equity. The public value of official statistics had gained visibility in all
countries, and was now considered essential to decision-making, especially in crises. The countries of the
region could take advantage of the opportunity offered by the use of quality, objective and relevant
statistical information to guide the revitalization of the social, production and environmental fabric in the
context of the new normal, based on empirical data and attention to the particular needs of citizens.

15. The Director of the United Nations Statistics Division said that international cooperation was more
important than ever, given the need to share solutions in the crisis, and congratulated Latin American
countries and national statistical offices for standing together in that respect. He commended the Statistics
Division of ECLAC for reaching out to the countries to determine their needs and for the creation of the
SDG Gateway to share solutions, adding that a good standard had been set for close international technical
and professional cooperation. The guidelines prepared under the leadership of ECLAC in that framework
had become inputs into global guidelines, and the region was an inspiration to the rest of the world in terms
of geospatial and statistical data integration, the importance of which had become clear in the context of
the pandemic. The big challenges ahead included the need to integrate new data tools and to invest in
infrastructure for information and communications technologies (ICTs), and the new role of the national
statistical offices as data stewards was to produce the best information for public policy decision-making.
He stressed that the crisis represented an opportunity for improvement and, despite the magnitude of the
challenges faced, he was confident in the statistical community’s ability to manage them.

The challenges posed by COVID-19 as an opportunity to strengthen the role of national statistical offices
(agenda item 2)

16. Under this agenda item, the participants analysed the challenges posed by the coronavirus disease
(COVID-19) pandemic for statistical work in the region and the innovations implemented by the countries
in that regard.



The COVID-19 pandemic as a driver of innovation in statistics

17. This topic was presented by Rolando Ocampo, Chief of the Statistics Division of ECLAC, who
briefly summarized the Commission’s actions in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic. He noted that
questionnaires had been sent to national statistical offices to learn about the impact of the pandemic on
operations related to economic statistics and household surveys. In order to overcome the obstacles
presented by lockdowns, those offices had been operating with telephone surveys, previous samples and
calibration methods. In addition, statistical operations had been suspended, population censuses had been
postponed, and reliance on alternative data sources, such as administrative records, had increased. Amid
that backdrop, ECLAC had provided support with regard to household surveys and economic statistics. For
household surveys, and within the framework of the KTN of the Statistical Conference of the Americas,
technical assistance had been provided by means of virtual talks, with the collaboration of ILO. With regard
to economic statistics, technical assistance had also been provided to statistical offices and central banks,
through virtual meetings of the KTN. In addition, two seminars on geospatial information had been held in
collaboration with the Regional Committee of United Nations Global Geospatial Information Management
for the Americas (UN-GGIM: Americas). Thanks to that support, the COVID-19 Observatory in Latin
America and the Caribbean had been created, and served as a repository of the measures implemented by
the countries to address the pandemic. Similarly, collaborative work had been carried out with civil society,
specifically with the Centre for International Strategic Thinking (CEPEI), to determine the effects of the
pandemic in the region.

The role of information in the context of the pandemic

18. The Regional Director for Latin America and the Caribbean of the Development Coordination
Office, Christian Salazar, noted that this was an opportune time to strengthen the role of national statistical
offices. It was an important theme to consider since all the projections indicated that Latin America and
the Caribbean would be the region most affected by the pandemic, which would have a disproportionate
impact on the most vulnerable populations. In that regard, one of the biggest challenges was the production
and disaggregation of statistical data. He also said it was a good time to reflect on innovation. Work had
been done in collaboration with 34 countries in the region to design impact plans, which included
components to strengthen data generation and use. With respect to innovations, he mentioned that a project
was being developed in 10 countries of the region to collect data in real time with perception surveys,
through social networks and mobile phones. Various forms of support had also been provided to countries
to follow up the SDGs. In closing, he highlighted the role of the Conference and the support provided by
ECLAC in statistical matters, as well as inter-agency work to strengthen data production.

Innovations in the face of COVID-19 in the countries of the European Union

19. John Verrinder, Acting Director for Macroeconomic Statistics of the Statistical Office of the European
Union (Eurostat), spoke of the impact of COVID-19 on European statistics. Different countries had been hit by
the pandemic at different times, so responses had varied. However, primary data collection had been the most
affected, which posed a challenge for programming in a context of so much uncertainty. That had led to some
problems related to statistical quality. European statisticians had met at a very early stage to identify priorities
and had held regular meetings. The main challenges had arisen in the collection of primary data on consumer
prices and in household surveys. To overcome them, new data sources had been used. For example, some private
data had been accessed for strictly statistical purposes. In addition, a series of guides had been developed on
issues related to prices, national accounts, balance of payments and the labour market. With regard to the labour
market, there had been difficulties in conducting interviews remotely and in continuing them, making it hard to
measure unemployment. Finally, Eurostat had also set up a website on COVID-19.



20. In the ensuing discussion, the representative of ILO stressed the importance of joint work with
ECLAC on labour surveys. The representative of Suriname raised the issue of suspending price data
collection during the pandemic, as they could not be collected retrospectively, unlike in the case of
household surveys. The Acting Director for Macroeconomic Statistics of Eurostat agreed that it was not
usual to review past prices for the consumer price index, for various reasons. The pandemic had led to an
increase in the imputation rates for missing prices during lockdown, but also raised questions about how to
maintain the comparability of the series when price data collection was resumed. Eurostat recommended
publishing the imputation rates and methodologies used to obtain the missing prices, assuming that the
average variation in prices was representative of the prices not collected in a given period, and reviewing
any discrepancies between the series once data collection was resumed.

21. The UNFPA representative recommended integrating risk management into statistical operations
and mentioned a UNFPA regional initiative to help countries build capacity to estimate excess mortality.
The DANE representative underscored the importance of discussing how the current context favoured
innovations in data collection and suggested addressing these issues in the KTN. The representative of
Costa Rica emphasized that the national statistical offices had prepared to incorporate technological
processes, which had allowed them to address the current crisis. However, statistical information was not
only produced by these offices, but by a wide variety of actors, who were less prepared to provide continuity
in the generation of information, especially in health, where there was great demand for data. Although
Costa Rica’s National Institute of Statistics and Censuses (INEC) had been very transparent with users
about its methodologies for the production of statistical information, in some cases the seriousness of the
situation had overwhelmed its capacity to collect information, in spite of the exploration of alternative
sources. Despite rigorous planning, it had been impossible to go out into the field to collect information for
household surveys face-to-face. This posed a dilemma about how much more flexible data collection could
be while maintaining the quality and rigour of statistics.

The contribution of national statistical offices to public policy actions in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic

22. This topic was presented by Diego Aboal, Technical Director, and Federico Segui, Deputy Director
General, of the National Institute of Statistics (INE) of Uruguay, who highlighted the fact that Uruguay had
been relatively successful in the fight against the pandemic. Shops were already open and the economy was
functioning at almost 100%. In order to control the pandemic, case monitoring and random testing policies
had been implemented, in which INE had played an important role. The presentation focused on the city of
Rivera, which had experienced a large COVID-19 outbreak. An operation coordinated between INE and
the public health service had been organized to divide the city into three large areas. It had covered
200 blocks, and tests had been conducted in 5 households per block, reaching 1 in 25 households in the
city. Based on administrative records, people had been summoned at agreed times. About 1,000 tests had
been carried out, and the estimated prevalence had been 56 cases in the city. In addition, the presentation
addressed the strategy that INE had implemented to move forward with the establishment of an integrated
system of administrative records, which included basic records on companies, population, wages and
activities, and property. That information had been a basic input for the production of statistics in the context
of the pandemic.

Experiences relating to opportunities for the statistical use of administrative records

23. Sandra Quijada, National Director of the National Institute of Statistics (INE) of Chile, noted that
progress had been made recently in consolidating the use of administrative records. Because of the pandemic,
telework had been implemented, including for the people responsible for collecting data. Collection had been
carried out by telephone. Consumer price index data had been collected from websites and farmers’ markets



which had continued to operate. The budget had been cut. With regard to the institutional framework, since
the law allowed for other agencies to provide data, these agencies were collaborating to obtain data in good
faith. INE had a cooperation unit and followed a process based on the Generic Statistical Business Process
Model (GSBPM), which had allowed processing times to be reduced, as well as two lines of work: an
integrated system for the statistical use of administrative records and the statistical record system of the
national statistical system (in the planning stage). INE had also participated actively in cooperation projects,
within the framework of the working group to prepare a methodological document on conceptual aspects and
statistical use of economic administrative records of the Statistical Conference of the Americas and a project
financed by the Presidential Agency for International Cooperation of Colombia (APC-Colombia). Lastly, she
highlighted the strengths of administrative records in labour statistics.

Panel discussion: Challenges for the sustainability of statistical operations and data collection

24, The panel was moderated by Rolando Ocampo, Chief of the Statistics Division of ECLAC, and
included the following panellists: Carol Coy, Director General of the Statistical Institute (STATIN) of
Jamaica; Susana Cordeiro, President of the Brazilian Institute of Geography and Statistics (IBGE); and
Dante Carhuavilca, Chief of the National Institute of Statistics and Informatics (INEI) of Peru.

25. The moderator welcomed the panellists and outlined three issues for discussion. First, he asked
them about the challenges their institutions had faced in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic and what
innovations they had implemented and felt should be maintained in the future. The second question was
about how the pandemic had affected the work of compiling data from surveys, and what opportunities
these changes had presented. Finally, he asked them to indicate which areas of statistics might be most
affected in a post-pandemic scenario.

26. In response to the first question, the Director General of STATIN noted that because of a partial
lockdown, the first challenge for the organization had been to implement physical distancing of staff
through telework, which had involved significant investments in computer equipment and software. The
second challenge had been the transition from face-to-face to telephone surveys, as difficulties had arisen
in obtaining a sample of telephone numbers to contact households, given that landlines were being used
less and less in Jamaica. Other problems had been low telephone response rates and the need to reduce the
number of questions in the household survey. The third challenge was related to the increased use of
administrative data as an alternative source and the risk of overlooking businesses in the informal sector,
which were not reflected in administrative records.

27. The President of IBGE indicated that the two main objectives of the institution during the pandemic
had been to maintain statistical production and to capture the economic impact of the pandemic. The three
main changes had been the following: (i) the migration of the organization to the telework modality and the
creation of a remote work platform to allow all IBGE staff (about 10,000 people in 600 different locations)
to carry out their work; (ii) the transition to the virtual production of indicators: for example, in the case of
the inflation rate, data were increasingly being collected digitally and this process had to be accelerated,
including through web scraping; (iii) the migration of household surveys from in-person to telephone
interviews, which had been achieved through a decentralized computer-assisted data collection model rather
than through external call centres. The results had been excellent, as all deadlines had been met, recurrent
publications had been prepared, and new research projects had been created.

28. The Chief of INEI of Peru described the three objectives that the institution had set for the period of
the pandemic: (i) continue producing macroeconomic indicators, (ii) meet the additional demand for
information related to COVID-19 and (iii) safeguard the health of INEI staff. One of the biggest challenges



had been the transition to all household surveys being conducted by telephone instead of through face-to-face
interviews. It had been especially difficult to build a list of telephone numbers and to reduce the number of
questions included in the survey. It had also been decided to supplement those telephone interviews with
online surveys. However, some data relating to anaemia, chronic malnutrition in children and household water
quality, which were previously gathered in person, could not be collected through the telephone survey. In
addition, the use of geospatial information had been enhanced through innovations such as the geolocation of
households by block. Finally, a major effort had been made to renew IT infrastructure to allow remote work
and move forward with complex processing of data from administrative records and of big data.

29. With regard to the second topic raised by the moderator, the President of IBGE noted that since the
organization had been undergoing technological change, instead of being reactive, it had taken the new
context as an opportunity to drive that change. She added that the projects being implemented involved a
fixed cost, but had proven to be cost-effective. The challenge was to maintain institutional capacity, for
which technical assistance had been received from the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB).

30. The Chief of INEI of Peru said that the pandemic provided an opportunity to strengthen the
institution. COVID-19-related surveys of businesses and households had been conducted. The web form
process had also been strengthened for large and medium-sized enterprises and would involve micro and
small enterprises for the first time, thanks to the remote survey. He added that the Peruvian economy had
quite a few informal segments, so it would be very valuable to have information on this segment for the
first time.

31. The Director General of STATIN of Jamaica said that the pandemic had forced the institute to work
more efficiently. Telework had been a positive factor, as it would allow more agility in the future. However,
monitoring productivity had proven to be more difficult. Jamaica had formed an inter-agency working
group to facilitate rapid access to COVID-19-related data, which had provided information from
administrative records that had not been available previously.

32. Referring to the last discussion topic, the Chief of INEI of Peru noted that the pandemic had had a
negative impact because companies’ sampling frames had changed significantly. In addition, in-person
measurements had been discontinued and an income and expenditure survey, as well as the economic
census, had been suspended. However, there had also been positive aspects, such as the fact that the use of
ICTs and administrative records had increased.

33. The Director General of STATIN of Jamaica said that household surveys had been adversely
affected, as the population was not familiar with surveys conducted by telephone or the Internet. However,
it had become clear that the use of data was very important, in both the public and private sectors.

34, Lastly, the President of IBGE noted that the main impacts had been, on the one hand, having to
change the dynamics of the organization from a more mechanical model to a more synergistic one, and, on
the other hand, having to face the challenge of defining a clear set of principles regarding the use of
administrative records and of best practices in the area of confidentiality.

Innovations in the 2018 National Population and Housing Census

35. The Director-General of DANE of Colombia, Juan Daniel Oviedo, highlighted six elements that
had facilitated the entire phase of data exploitation and production associated with the 2018 census. He
began by describing the general characteristics: it was a de jure census conducted to collect information
over an extended period and in different phases, the collection method was mixed, through a face-to-face
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survey with mobile data capture devices and self-registration (through eCenso, the electronic census), and
georeferencing to monitor coverage of operations and route management, for example. The second
important point was that, for the first time in Colombia, an electronic data collection method (eCenso) had
been used, through a web application that had been made available to the entire population, and that had
made it possible to bolster the data collection process, helping to increase coverage. The third aspect was
the approach to ethnicity, which had ensured a more equitable consideration of the population, with prior
agreement from three ethnic communities in the country (indigenous; Afrodescendent, Raizal and
Palenquero; and Roma) on the objective, the method and the different mechanisms of dissemination of the
results of ethnic self-identification.

36. The fourth point concerned the use of collection strategies in rural areas. Owing to the geographic
heterogeneity of Colombia, DANE had worked with communities to create a social mapping programme
for territorial identification in dispersed rural areas —characterized by difficulties in access, low density
and large territorial expanses—, establishing routes for the collection of census data according to the areas
of influence of each community. As regards the fifth point, he highlighted the integration of census data,
administrative records and geospatial information, which had made it possible to consolidate the total
population and determine the census omission rate. One of the control mechanisms had been the sending
of a text message at the end of the interview, which had allowed the georeferencing of each survey and thus
the possibility of comparing that information with administrative records. Finally, the sixth point to note
was the dissemination of census information through thematic geographic information system image
viewers, which allowed users to view different aspects of census information, even by block.

Experiences carrying out censuses during the pandemic

37. The President of the National Institute of Statistics and Geography (INEGI) of Mexico, Julio
Santaella, began by describing the context in which the 2020 census had been conducted in Mexico. He
specified that enumeration had taken place between 2 and 27 March, and that the COVID-19 health
emergency had been declared on 30 March. Enumeration in the field had been affected by higher non-
response rates, and various operational adjustments had been required to ensure compliance with health
recommendations, such as the purchase of personal protective equipment and hygiene items and the hiring
of additional staff, given the higher attrition rate owing to fear of infection. At the end of the enumeration
stage, 95% of private inhabited dwellings had been recorded in the census. The other census processes had
been affected to varying degrees. Deadlines had had to be extended for some activities, while other activities
had had to be postponed and yet others, such as the post-census survey, had been cancelled. An additional
self-enumeration mechanism had been created to reduce the non-response rate, so if a household was not
interviewed, an invitation to respond was sent via the Internet.

38. The speaker then outlined the factors that had enabled INEGI to meet that challenge, including the
fact that the economic census had been carried out the previous year; mapping updated in advance and, as
a result, a detailed plan for assignments, workloads and routes; a self-enumeration system, which had
provided the capacity and technology needed to suspend field work when required; the use of mobile
devices; an enumeration phase of only four weeks; coordination with civil society bodies, the armed forces
and other entities, which had facilitated the rapid deployment of personnel in the field; the implementation
of a massive communication campaign; sufficient budgetary resources; a permanent operating structure in
each state, with an established working culture; daily and targeted progress monitoring; historical
information at the block level; staff resilience and commitment; increased connectivity in the country; and
more than 2,000 census offices with an operational coordination structure and IT and administrative support
since November 2019.
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Challenges of implementing the 2020 census owing to the pandemic

39. The Director-General of the National Institute of Statistics and Censuses (INEC) of Ecuador, Diego
Andrade, described the progress of the census project before the pandemic, as well as the status of the
census processes conducted and those under way. He explained that a pilot census had already been carried
out, which had achieved 99.6% coverage of dwellings and 93.4% coverage of the population. In addition,
national identity card numbers had been collected in 94% of cases, 93% of which matched the data in the
register. That experience was important as it was the first time that that information was requested in
Ecuador. Meanwhile, in the mapping update, 73% of field work and 50% of digitization had already been
carried out. The impact of the pandemic had worsened the economic situation in the country, and the
government had reduced the 2020 census budget by 79%, rendering the implementation planned in
November 2020 unfeasible. Hence, reprogramming, planning and the development of a risk matrix of the
census had begun, with implementation expected in November 2021. Although the new plan had been
approved in June, funding had not yet been secured. At the same time, efforts had been made along with
international organizations to seek other sources of funding, and a positive response was expected from
IDB. Census work had resumed with the mapping update in August 2020 and the work required until the
delivery of results in August 2022 had been rescheduled.

Experiences conducting censuses in Caribbean countries

40. Regarding the impact of the pandemic on censuses in the Caribbean, Philomen Harrison, Project
Director of Regional Statistics for the Caribbean Community (CARICOM) noted that the first effect had
been changes in countries’ census calendars. Originally, six countries were scheduled to conduct their
censuses in 2020, but five had to postpone them to 2021 and one to 2022. Meanwhile, of the nine countries
planning to conduct their censuses in 2021, two (Jamaica and Saint Vincent and the Grenadines) had
decided to postpone them until 2022. With regard to budget and activity reprogramming for future censuses,
the situation varied from one country to the next, but actions had been taken that could mitigate the impact
of the pandemic, such as the development, in 2019, of an updated common questionnaire and guidelines,
and the creation of a website for the 2020 censuses, which provided access to the common questionnaire,
international principles and recommendations, and other useful materials.

41. She then described a series of initiatives carried out by CARICOM and different international
organizations in recent years, with the aim of building capacity in the region for the 2020 census round.
Those initiatives included training in disability statistics, development of census mapping and geographic
information systems; the use of mobile capture devices and different activities geared towards learning
about systems such as the Survey Solutions programme, the Census and Survey Processing System (CSPro)
and Environmental Systems Research Institute (ESRI) software. There were also activities related to
communication and promotion of the census, in order to obtain support from governments for
implementation. Support had also been provided by the Caribbean Development Bank (CDB) for the
renewal of the website that would host data from the countries’ 2010 and 2020 census rounds, for analysis
and dissemination. IDB, for its part, supported the preparation of a management framework for the census
project, based on the GSBPM model.

Statements by the participants

42, Pablo Salazar, Regional Adviser on Population and Development of UNFPA, stressed the
importance of financing censuses, especially in the current circumstances where population and housing
census information would be of utmost importance for recovery from the COVID-19 crisis. He requested
that member countries —perhaps at the upcoming session of ECLAC, in which ministers of finance would
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be participating— be made aware of the importance of financing for the generation of statistics in general,
but especially in population and housing censuses. He said it was necessary to stress the need for empirical
data to make decisions and to ask countries for their commitment to conducting and funding censuses.

Panel discussion: Challenges of implementing 2020 census rounds

43, The panel was moderated by Paulo Saad, Chief of CELADE-Population Division of ECLAC, and
included the following panellists: Diana Castillo-Trejo, Acting Director-General of the Statistical Institute
of Belize (SIB) and Elizabeth Solano, Deputy Manager of the National Institute of Statistics and Censuses
(INEC) of Costa Rica.

44. The Chief of CELADE-Population Division of ECLAC noted that the pandemic had arrived in the
region with a census in full swing (in Mexico) and others in the preparation stages. Some countries, such
as Brazil and Ecuador, had had to postpone theirs immediately, but, in general, the conduct and quality of
all censuses had been put at risk, especially when the budget allocations needed to finance the entire
operation were not guaranteed. However, he also said that the crisis provided an opportunity to incorporate
technological and methodological advances that had had to be implemented in statistics offices, such as
remote interviews, in order to modernize statistical and census work. The first question the moderator asked
the panellists was about the main challenges their institution faced in census planning, and the innovations
and initiatives that had been implemented because of the pandemic. Second, he asked them about the main
challenges statistical institutes would face in the medium term in carrying out population and housing
censuses in a timely manner and according to international quality standards, and what they expected from
international cooperation in these processes. Third, he asked how they thought the population and housing
censuses should evolve with regard to the 2030 round.

45. The Acting Director-General of IBS of Belize responded to the first question by saying that the
census in that country was planned for May 2021, but that financial problems had arisen even before the
crisis owing to COVID-19. In order to conduct the census on schedule, some activities that had already
been started would have to be carried out again, for example updating the form or training instructors. SIB
was following up with the government about obtaining the necessary resources and seeking partners for
partial funding. Costs had also been cut as much as possible. However, if financial support was not
forthcoming, the census could not take place in 2021. Another challenge derived from the health risks posed
by the collection of census data. That process had always been carried out through in-person interviews
and, in the context of the pandemic, it would mean that the census taker would be in contact with thousands
of people, risking their health and that of the interviewees. In addition, there was still the risk that the
government would reimpose restrictions on movement, affecting planned census activities. The institute
was in a position to conduct its first telephone survey, but did not have a register of household telephone
numbers, so in-person interviews had to be carried out first in order to build the register. The fact that it
was not known when and how this could be done and that the necessary resources were not available created
a great deal of uncertainty. Under those conditions, conducting the census was not feasible at that time.

46. The Deputy Manager of INEC of Costa Rica noted that the pandemic had had a significant impact
on census planning and development, as the pilot census had had to be rescheduled and fieldwork
suspended. That had meant carrying out census activities through telework, including completing the
mapping update with satellite images or training staff remotely, which had made the process difficult. In
that context, the main challenges posed by the pandemic for the conduct of the census were, first, planning
and organization in times of uncertainty and the design of health security protocols to be applied in the pilot
census. Increasing the share of self-reporting —which was originally intended to be used only to follow up
non-responses, but which, thanks to the technology already being incorporated, could be used more
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intensively— was also being evaluated. Meanwhile, logistics had to be adjusted, focusing on technical
details and identifying risks in order to control them and make decisions. Finally, it had become evident
that people were afraid to give information and open the doors of their homes, so a good communication
campaign was even more important.

47. With regard to the second question, the Acting Director-General of IBS of Belize said that the
above-mentioned funding problems were the main challenge for the institute, and that it should be even
more proactive in seeking and securing financial resources. It was also necessary to seek alternative
methods of collecting information. The crisis had shown that the available infrastructure was only adapted
to in-person surveys. Meanwhile, the questionnaire was too long and there was no other type of register
that would facilitate the implementation of self-administered surveys. Funding had to be secured to maintain
the equipment and to build the capacity and infrastructure needed to ensure the flexibility required in that
type of crisis. Financial support deriving from international cooperation was needed to ensure the viability
of the census, as well as technical assistance to build the capacity to work with administrative records.

48. The Deputy Manager of INEC of Costa Rica noted the need for new ways of obtaining information
and using technology, which had clearly improved many processes and solved a number of problems in the
context of the pandemic, but finding and applying best practices to make the most of the benefits was a
challenge. There was a need to assess the consequences of the methodological changes that the crisis was
expected to bring about and the impacts of combining different sources on census quality. In addition,
international cooperation was fundamental because it provided insight into other experiences related to
technical and operational aspects, and showed State authorities the importance of the conduct of and
investment in censuses. It also facilitated the provision of technical assistance and the strengthening of
digital censuses, as well as advice on issues related to data quality in the face of current technological
changes, such as the effectiveness of self-administered questionnaires.

49. Regarding the third question, the Acting Director-General of IBS of Belize indicated that censuses
had to move towards full integration of data collection technology. Small countries, in particular, should
strive to obtain more technological resources, taking advantage of the reduced cost of technologies to access
them. There was a need to access administrative records and develop systems that would integrate
administrative records and other sources of information, facilitating management and analysis to obtain
quality statistical information. In turn, capacities had to be built to allow the use of administrative records
and develop alternative ways of collecting data, by telephone, by email or online.

50. The Deputy Manager of INEC of Costa Rica noted that building capacity in countries and national
statistical institutes was crucial to the evolution of censuses. Progress had to be made towards greater
incorporation of technological tools and solutions, not only for data collection, but also for statistical
processing. In the same vein, there was a need to evaluate in depth the implementation of self-enumeration
and to move towards the use of administrative records to improve the efficiency of statistical production,
and especially censuses. INEC had a long-term project to develop a population register, which was expected
to be implemented before the 2030 census round, in order to have a structure that would allow for efficient
registration and complement the information. Administrative records were a very powerful tool that should
play a greater role in countries’ institutional frameworks.
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The role of national statistical offices as data stewards (agenda item 3)

51. Under this agenda item, the following presentations were given.

The new roles of national statistical offices: data stewardship from the perspective of the Conference of
European Statisticians and Canada

52. The presentation was made by André Loranger, Assistant Chief Statistician of Statistics Canada,
who began by stating that, regardless of where they were from, everyone attending the session considered
data a strategic asset. In the new data ecosystems, questions had arisen about the roles and responsibilities
of national statistical offices. Many countries were in the process of defining the modes of operation and
role of those ecosystems. In addition, the COVID-19 pandemic had accelerated the modernization of
statistical production, highlighting the importance of data strategies and data management opportunities.
Data management had been a prominent topic for the Conference of European Statisticians (CES), which
had produced 21 considerations regarding the role of national statistical office during its plenary session in
June 2019. In the case of Canada, a lack of horizontal governance for strategic direction on data issues, a
lack of data literacy, a shortage of adequate digital infrastructure and a complex rules framework, and
problems in acquiring, governing and managing large, disparate data volumes, had been identified as
challenges and drivers for a Data Strategy Roadmap for the Federal Public Service.

53. Canada’s strategy for overcoming those challenges followed six guiding principles —it was user-
centred, reliable, agile, open, empowering and purposeful— and its goals were: providing people with the
knowledge and tools to access, use and share data; ensuring that data were strategically managed through
effective and horizontal governance and administration; and ensuring that data were accessible and secure,
and that they could be stored and were accessible in a digital infrastructure. In addition, data literacy, scientific
method and analysis remained core competencies at Statistics Canada. The crisis generated by COVID-19
reflected the importance of data: in those situations, citizens were asking for timely information and a solid
data system was needed to respond to their requests. Statistics Canada’s work was based on ethics, privacy
and transparency, as well as on metadata, standards and data protection, quality guidelines and the
infrastructure needed to produce such data. The four focal points of that framework were data collection, data
storage, data enhancement (through innovation and integration with other data) and data dissemination.

National statistical offices as data stewards, from the perspective of the High-level Group for Partnership,
Coordination and Capacity-Building for Statistics for the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development

54. Mariano Poledo, National Director of Planning, Institutional and International Relations of the
National Institute of Statistics and Censuses (INDEC) of Argentina, began his presentation by noting that
the data stewardship concept or approach was gaining ground in a new data ecosystem that posed a
challenge to official statistics with the emergence of new actors, while the demand for data and statistics
was increasing. Meanwhile, new technologies were emerging that produced huge volumes of information
from user interaction on the Internet, in mobile applications or on social networks, among other platforms,
which also deserved the attention of governments in terms of the handling of those data and their privacy.
In addition, data were a strategic asset for many of the world’s most valuable companies, which based their
business models on collecting huge amounts of information on user behaviour. In that context, national
statistical offices had an opportunity to transform their role as producers of official statistics to that of
stewards of the large volumes of data being generated.

55. The concept of data stewardship went beyond just data administration, as it included additional
elements such as governance, oversight and coordination. Data stewardship involved four interdependent
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dimensions or perspectives: (i) governance, which incorporated the institutional context, legislation, access
to administrative records and the complexity of government; (ii) collaboration, which corresponded to the
agreements and possibilities for secure data exchange with other agencies; (iii) methods, which involved
an integrated data strategy and unique methods capable of processing large volumes of data; and (iv) access,
which related to open data publishing, training, dissemination and learning processes. Those dimensions
could not be analysed in isolation, as they formed a whole, and their interrelationship and scope would
determine different starting points for countries in their change of role to data stewardship. Governance was
one of the dimensions that could end up affecting the others when defining that starting point.

From users to co-producers? New roles in the data ecosystem

56. Juan Daniel Oviedo, Director-General of DANE of Colombia, said that, in the context of data
stewardship, the aim of national statistical offices, in addition to generating official statistics that supported
or guided decision-making and the adoption of public policies, was to ensure that users, empowered by
information, became co-producers of data, so that the generation of official statistics ceased to be a
monopoly and became an industry or regulated sector where national statistical offices promoted quality
frameworks. Based on the 21 considerations regarding the role of national statistical offices prepared by
the Economic Commission for Europe (ECE) (ECE/CES/2020/10), Colombia had wanted to transform the
methods of DANE and its relationship with the national statistical system. Colombia’s institutional strategic
project founded its own production on the rigour of statistical production, based on the Code of Good
Practices in Statistics for Latin America and the Caribbean, and on the visibility of the operating processes
of data collection, which ensured quality. Own production was likened to a three-storey house, with each
storey representing the three pillars of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (environmental,
social and economic), but which interacted with communications and technological challenges. That
interaction facilitated the interconnection of the national statistical system, innovation processes and new
producers and forms of data production.

57. That had led to reflection on a statistical production process, aligned with the GSBPM, in which the
most important concept was organizational learning that would catalyse innovation processes and the
relationship with users and co-producers of information, and which would be incorporated into the national
statistical system update. The four pillars of the national statistical system were ensuring basic official
production, encouraging coordination, fostering the knowledge and use of statistical information, and using
administrative records. Under that system, coordination elements were presented through a data ecosystem
focused not necessarily on the user or the producer, but on the more abstract concept of statistical information.
In Colombia, the Technical Advisory Council of the National Statistical System, composed of 15 experts, had
been established to generate a dialogue between the national statistical office and the various members of the
national statistical system, both public and private. That council had five specialised bodies, which were linked
to other committees in the field of statistical monitoring. There was also the Data Stewardship Committee,
composed of DANE, the National Planning Department (DNP), the Ministry of Information and
Communications Technologies, and the authority for the protection of privacy rights. In the process of
advancing national statistical offices towards a role as data stewards, legal frameworks that facilitated
network-building and the management of the changes needed to move forward were of great importance.

58. In the ensuing discussion, participants spoke about striking the right balance with stakeholders who
handled data but were sometimes reluctant to share them. The National Director of Planning, Institutional
and International Relations of INDEC of Argentina noted that governance may sometimes end up
influencing other dimensions, but that, in turn, collaboration depended on the regulatory framework and
the context. The Director-General of DANE of Colombia was asked whether municipalities had been
considered a source of information, given their importance to the economy. He replied that the Data
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Stewardship Committee sought to establish cross-cutting guidelines for the production of information to
guide public policy. However, administrative decentralization had to be respected, so in the case of
municipalities, the aim was to empower them as producers, allowing the use of the administrative records
they generated. Another topic discussed was guaranteeing the quality of the information provided by the
private sector, to which the Director-General of DANE of Colombia responded that the quality assurance
framework applied not only to national statistical offices, but to all members of the national statistical
system. Also, since there was a legal mandate for companies that provided public services (such as
electricity or gas), they could not refuse to provide information. However, for other private companies that
did not provide public services, there was a cost for that information exchange.

59. The Chief of the Statistics Division of ECLAC reflected on the importance of national statistical
offices having access to the information obtained by government offices, and of them all being able to
incorporate information with statistical quality guidelines. One of the fundamental challenges for the region
was encouraging and managing that process, and leveraging that to achieve similar linkages, for example,
between statistics offices and central banks, which generated so much information on national accounts.
There were very strong examples in countries such as Argentina, Colombia and Mexico. For instance, the
National System of Statistical and Geographical Information in Mexico had been promoted by INEGI
through the constitutional reform. The possibility of holding a series of meetings on this topic within the
framework of the KTN, to ensure continuity and to try to develop initiatives, was suggested.

Panel discussion on the role of national statistical offices as data stewards

60. The panel was moderated by Claudio Perez, Project Coordinator for Statistics Canada, and included
the following panellists: Floribel Méndez Fonseca, Manager of the National Institute of Statistics and
Censuses (INEC) of Costa Rica; Halim Brizan, Director of the Central Statistical Office (CSO) of Grenada;
and Ivan Mauricio Ojeda, Director General of the Department of Statistics, Surveys and Censuses (DGEEC)
of Paraguay.’

61. The moderator asked the panellists to begin with some opening remarks on the current situation
and the role of national statistical offices and statistical laws in their respective countries. The first question
was whether they saw opportunities for their organization to take on a greater role in the new data
ecosystem, and what the main challenges would be in that regard. The second topic of discussion he raised
related to data stewardship. He noted that that was a broad concept that could be closely linked to a data
strategy. With regard to a data strategy, three pillars could be considered: people and skills, tools and
infrastructure, and processes and approaches. The moderator asked each panellist to choose a pillar and to
describe recent successes or lessons learned in reference to that element as part of the new data ecosystem
and its role in the evolution of national statistical offices and national statistical systems.

62. With respect to the situation in her country, the Manager of INEC of Costa Rica said that a recent legal
framework allowed the decentralization of the national statistical system, with the National Institute of Statistics
and Censuses (INEC) as coordinator. The legal framework supported INEC in its role as data administrator,
since it incorporated fundamental provisions, such as the fact that data was a public good, and determined the
roles of each party within the system. Thus, it defined the role of INEC as governing body and the forums for
collaboration, as well as access to administrative records, their use and intervention for statistical purposes.
Furthermore, it stipulated that all statistical production should be carried out through a standardized system to

2 Owing to the connection problems experienced by the representative of Paraguay, the presentation summarized in

this report corresponds to that provided by means of an audio file sent later.



17

ensure quality. Currently, the national statistical office and the national statistical system as a whole were in an
implementation phase, which had become more complex because of the pandemic, but was ongoing.

63. The Director of CSO of Grenada explained that his country was in a modernization phase, with a
statistical bill that expanded the functions of the national statistical office, in line with United Nations
recommendations. The entry into force of the new law would allow the development of an integrated
national statistical system for the collection and publication of official statistics. The project increased the
office’s capacity for data collection and dissemination through two functions: the development, promotion
and maintenance of a national system to advise the government, and collaboration with other State actors
in the compilation of statistics. The concept of data stewardship was new to CSO, so the institution had no
experience in that area.

64. The Director General of DGEEC of Paraguay noted that that country had the oldest statistical law
in Latin America and the Caribbean (1942) and, together with El Salvador, was one of only two countries
where statistical offices still functioned as statistics departments. Although Paraguay’s constitution had
been amended in recent decades, the statistical law had not, so urgently needed an update, since in some
cases it referred to institutions that no longer existed. A bill had been submitted that was in line with the
current constitution (of 1992) and with good practices recommended by the United Nations, and that
referred to existing institutions. The bill aimed to modernize the national statistical system and to create a
national institute of statistics. He underscored the support received from the Statistical Conference of the
Americas, through resolution 11(X), adopted at the tenth meeting of the Conference in 2019. The bill had
been submitted in January 2020, had already been adopted by the Senate Finance and Budget Committee,
and was scheduled for debate in the Senate at the end of August. In response to the first question posed by
the moderator, the representative of Paraguay said that the biggest challenges facing DGEEC were the
continuity of the Permanent Household Survey, the strengthening of administrative records, and the
preparation of the 2022 population and housing census and the national economic census.

65. Next, the Director of CSO of Grenada, also referring to the first topic raised by the moderator, said
that it was possible to take advantage of technology and alternative forms of data gathering. The major
challenges posed by the new data ecosystem were linked to the development of the necessary IT structure,
as well as the cost and everything related to the need to develop human resources in public administration.
The current environment was not conducive to a culture of data sharing, there were difficulties in building
more trust among all stakeholders, including citizens, and there was also a lack of security with respect to
data privacy. To overcome those challenges, efforts were being made to engage the private sector and other
alternative data providers, which required further support from international partners, as well as legal and
other institutional support, especially in the area of higher education, for human resources training.

66. The Manager of INEC of Costa Rica said that the office assuming a greater role in the new data
ecosystem was considered a responsibility rather than an opportunity, since that was part of the function
the governing body of the national statistical system was meant to take on. Owing to the pandemic,
deficiencies had become apparent in the regulation of the data produced, as well as in the exchange,
integration, safeguarding, accessibility and usability of the data. One of the challenges in that regard was to
ensure the implementation and effectiveness of the provisions of the legal framework. Other challenges
were related to capacity-building in the areas of ICTs and data security and accessibility. Support from
other countries and the sharing of their experiences would be very useful.

67. With regard to the second topic of discussion, data stewardship, the Director General of DGEEC
of Paraguay said that there were many opportunities in the field of data strategy, especially in the context
of the pandemic, during which the statistical office had experienced great demand for information from
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citizens. In that regard, he noted that the institution had adapted to the context of the pandemic by adjusting
the Permanent Household Survey and including a question aimed at gathering information about effects on
household income. The biggest challenge was still technological. There were also regulatory obstacles, but,
as already mentioned, progress had been made in the new statistical law of Paraguay. The update of the
new legislative framework for statistics in the country, together with international support and cooperation,
helped to reduce the existing gaps that made it difficult for the national statistical office to exercise
leadership and produce information in the best possible way and, within the framework of good statistical
practices, the data that the government and above all, citizens, needed.

68. The Manager of INEC of Costa Rica spoke about tools and infrastructure. While her country was still
in the early stages, in order to successfully implement the data stewardship strategy, tools were required to review
and protect data with an approach that did not neglect good practices or the principles of confidentiality. It was
necessary to design policies, guidelines and protocols, in other words, a framework for proper data management,
which defined aspects related to technology, human resources and security management.

69. The Director of CSO of Grenada focused on people and skills, as well as capacity-building in data
management. He noted that in relation to human resources, three dimensions needed to be considered: the
relationship of national statistical offices with alternative data, the use of statistical data and a human
resource development strategy. In addition, the culture of data sharing had to be extended to the national
statistical system and to all non-conventional data providers. Furthermore, efforts were needed to promote
the data, through consultations with all data providers, and to understand the needs of users in order to
determine the type of information required from those non-traditional sources. In terms of infrastructure,
additional office space, encryption software and servers were needed, among other things, to ensure better
processing of information. Finally, the infrastructure had to ensure system interoperability across the
national statistical system.

70. In the ensuing discussion, the Regional Adviser on Population and Development of UNFPA noted
the importance of that topic to the achievement of the SDGs in the region, and the need to rethink legal
frameworks. He also said the agency was ready to provide support to countries for the development of a
modern vision with respect to legislation, to provide quality data and, above all, to promote their use.

A decade of action for the Sustainable Development Goals (agenda item 4)

71. Participants in this session included Francesca Perucci, Chief of the Development Data and Outreach
Branch of the United Nations Statistics Division; Gemma Van Halderen, Director of the Statistics Division of
the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP); Rolando Ocampo, Chief of the
Statistics Division of ECLAC; Gemma Santana, Director of the 2030 Agenda of the Office of the President
of the Republic of Mexico; Andrea Ferndndez, Deputy Director General of Dissemination and Public
Information Service of the National Institute of Statistics and Geography (INEGI) of Mexico; Fernando
Quiroga, National Director of International Relations and Institutional Communication of the National
Council for the Coordination of Social Policies (CNCPS) of Argentina; and Martin Chojo, Coordinator of
International Relations of the National Institute of Statistics and Censuses (INDEC) of Argentina.

Progress chart relating to The Sustainable Development Goals Report 2020

72. This presentation was given by the Chief of the Development Data and Outreach Branch of the
United Nations Statistics Division, who introduced the methodological aspects underlying the development
of the progress chart relating to The Sustainable Development Goals Report 2020. The objective of the
chart was to provide a synthetic and visually appealing picture of progress and delays in achieving the SDGs
and it was based on the progress charts initiated in 2005 with reference to the Millennium Development
Goals (MDGs). It had been developed by an expert group that included representatives from
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15 international and regional bodies, who had addressed the multiple challenges posed by the SDGs,
including the large number of indicators of various kinds and the lack of quantitative targets.

73. The chart simultaneously provided two types of information: (i) on trends, classified into four
categories and represented by a ‘traffic light” system, and (ii) on levels of progress towards the target,
divided into six categories and represented by a speedometer. It covered all SDGs and included
36 indicators selected according to their importance to each SDG and the availability of information, taking
care to balance the number of indicators per SDG. The base year was 2015, or 2010 if no data were available
for 2015. In most cases, the most recent data available corresponded to 2018 or 2019, meaning that the
effects of COVID-19 were not reflected. She stressed that it was still a work in progress, congratulated the
regional commissions for the work they were doing in measuring progress, and highlighted the role of that
forum in facilitating the beginning of a dialogue to advance in the harmonization of methods and tools.

Evaluation of progress towards the SDGs in Asia and the Pacific

74. This presentation was given by the Director of the Statistics Division of ESCAP, who outlined the
Commission’s approach to achieving the SDGs. She underscored the importance of evaluating progress in
fulfilling the SDGs and the need for tools to identify whether the necessary public policies were in place
and whether they were working. She then posed two important questions that formed the basis of that
exercise: first, how much progress had been made and, second, whether it would be possible to achieve the
SDGs by 2030. The main challenge related to the scope of the 2030 Agenda, which included 17 goals,
169 targets, their respective indicators and the disaggregation of each one. The methodology followed three
guiding principles. The first was to evaluate regional progress through numerical targets, using time series
data and defining a fixed baseline; the second was to use the entire SDG indicator framework with global
data and indicators and incorporating disaggregated data; and the third was to provide countries with a
standard tool and methodology that would promote capacity-building and serve as a gateway to SDGs in
Asia and the Pacific. The two measures used in the methodology were the current status index, which
allowed for reporting on progress since 2000, and the anticipated progress index, which helped determine
the likelihood of the target being achieved in 2030 or earlier. She also outlined the components of the
methodology, which were: (i) data and indicators, (ii) regional objectives, (iii) forecasts for 2030,
(iv) indexation and (v) presentation of the data. In concluding, she underscored the advantages of that
approach, highlighting the fact that it allowed for an assessment of the progress in the SDGs at the global,
regional and subregional levels.

Projections of SDG indicators for 2030 in Latin America and the Caribbean

75. In his presentation, the Chief of the Statistics Division of ECLAC highlighted the efforts made by
the Division with respect to measuring progress in the achievement of the targets of the 2030 Agenda,
referring to a regional projection exercise of 72 statistical series of SDG indicators for Latin America and
the Caribbean. The exercise, the results of which were presented in April 2020, focused on the set of SDG
indicators prioritized by the Statistical Coordination Group for the 2030 Agenda in Latin America and the
Caribbean and was based on the length and robustness of the series available in the Global SDG Indicators
Database and CEPALSTAT. In most cases, panel data and autoregressive projection models had been used,
considering the most probable scenarios, and four additional scenarios had been projected assuming growth
of 10% and 20% above and below the projected growth of the explanatory variable chosen for each
indicator. To evaluate the effect of COVID-19, projections had been made considering, in addition to the
original scenario, a 1.8% decrease in regional GDP in 2020.
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76. To represent the results, a ‘traffic light” system had been used, which showed whether the countries
were lagging behind, on the right track or had reached the target for each specific geographic dimension.
ECLAC was working on updating and expanding the exercise to cover more indicators of the global
indicator framework and to better capture the impact of COVID-19. In addition, work was under way with
the statistical divisions of the regional commissions and the United Nations Statistics Division to harmonize
the various approaches in order to ensure coherence in the communication of results. The speaker concluded
by saying that it was essential to continue working along these lines in conjunction with the countries of
the region, in order to seek and promote a common methodology that would allow the assessment of the
degree of progress and guide decision makers in the implementation of specific policies that would leave
no one behind. In that respect, he said that the Statistical Coordination Group for the 2030 Agenda in Latin
America and the Caribbean was seen as an appropriate body to address the methodological and conceptual
challenges posed by that process.

Mexico in the context of the decade of action for the Sustainable Development Goals

77. The Director of the 2030 Agenda of the Office of the President of the Republic of Mexico began by
saying that Mexico had a system which allowed the consultation of all available information on the SDGs.
However, there was not yet a national approach. In that regard, she stressed that the country’s approach from
2015 to date had focused on developing the institutional framework needed to follow up on the 2030 Agenda,
through the consolidation of the National Council for the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the
establishment of six thematic committees at the national level. She described the characteristics of the council,
noting that it included the three levels of government, the private sector, academia and civil society. She
highlighted the work done with the 32 State councils for the 2030 Agenda to align the State governments’
plans with the 2030 Agenda, as well as the consolidation of the information needed to follow up on the targets.
As a result of that process, the 49 priority targets and their 51 corresponding indicators, as well as the
associated costs for monitoring them, would be presented in November 2020.

78. Next, the Deputy Director General of Dissemination and Public Information Service of INEGI
highlighted that the process had allowed the development of a prospective approach, which involved the
definition of specific indicators for Mexico. Those indicators allowed the measurement of the targets
proposed by the national council and the development of projections for 2030, considering the progress
made thus far and the explanatory variables that could affect the future behaviour of those indicators. She
presented an example of the process, stressing that the exercise was focused on the ownership of the targets
by the actors implementing public policies related to the 2030 Agenda. All that took place within the
framework of the national council, which brought together all the actors involved in implementing the
2030 Agenda at the public policy level. After that initial conceptual exercise, INEGI then began conducting
the technical review of the exercise through the collegiate body that had been created to review the
methodological aspects of the SDGs. She concluded by stating that future challenges were related to the
consolidation of the exercise from a methodological perspective.

Argentina in the context of the decade of action for the Sustainable Development Goals

79. The National Director of International Relations and Institutional Communication of CNCPS began
by commenting on the second voluntary national review of Argentina, presented to the High-level Group
for Partnership, Coordination and Capacity-Building for Statistics for the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development in July 2020. He stressed that the results of the review had been based on the matrix inherited
from the previous government and had yielded some figures that posed challenges for progress. In that
regard, the Inter-agency Commission on Implementation and Follow-up of the SDGs had been convened
to review the existing matrix and link it to the new guidelines and national development agenda. That review
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of the targets had led to the identification of the necessary policies. He described the main actions related
to the new SDG matrix and concluded by referring to the effort that it had represented for Argentina to meet
the commitment to present the second voluntary national review, highlighting that the results obtained had
motivated the creation of new public policies.

80. The Coordinator of International Relations of INDEC presented the aspects related to the
participation of the institute in the development of the new SDG matrix in Argentina. He described the early
partnership between INDEC and the National Council for the Coordination of Social Policies as a success,
stressing the importance of the institutional framework that had been established. He mentioned the
institute’s participation in the cross-cutting review of the SDG indicators, establishing baselines and
contributing statistical feasibility to the development of the national indicator framework, which
encompassed the programmatic inclusion of different government plans and the linkage with the national
budget to support those plans and programmes. Lastly, he emphasized the work that had been done to
strengthen statistical operations that served as sources of information on compliance with the SDGs.

Review of progress in the implementation of the biennial programme of regional and international
cooperation activities, 20202021, of the Statistical Conference of the Americas of ECLAC (agenda item 5)

81. Under this agenda item, participants reviewed the overall progress of the working groups of
the Conference.

82. The representative of Colombia explained that the guide for the implementation of a quality
assurance framework for the production of official statistics was an adaptation of the United Nations
National Quality Assurance Frameworks Manual for Official Statistics, published in 2019. The document
was in development and based on a defined thematic table of contents, which addressed the following
aspects: (i) summary of the United Nations National Quality Assurance Frameworks Manual for Official
Statistics; (ii) feedback on the manual from countries in the region; (iii) experiences of the countries of the
region in formulating and using statistical quality assurance frameworks; (iv) adaptation and specification
of the questionnaire for assessing the quality of statistical processes and outputs (principles 10 to 19);
(v) actions to develop, implement and strengthen national quality assurance frameworks in the region, and
(vi) guidelines for the implementation of the assurance framework for SDGs and alternative sources of
information. The speaker also reported on the stages of the work that had begun with a survey of countries
related to a self-assessment on the quality of official statistical production and referred to the schedule of
the working group’s tasks.

83. The representative of Peru presented the progress made in the work done along with Paraguay to
prepare a document on a harmonized methodological framework for measuring disaster-related indicators
pertaining to the SDGs and the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-2030. The aim was
to draft a framework document that facilitated the systematic and regular generation of statistical
information on disaster risk, based on best practice codes for the validation of data and information through
official statistics, contributing to disaster risk management in Latin America and the Caribbean. The
document was being prepared and its thematic table of contents consisted of the following chapters:
(1) Introduction; (ii) Contextualization and harmonization; (iii) The role of national statistical offices in
disaster risk reduction, management and monitoring; (iv) Existing tools in the region; (v) Good practices
of member countries regarding statistical and geospatial data for disaster risk management and reduction;
(vi) Challenges, opportunities and prioritization; and (vii) Conclusions and recommendations. He specified
the future tasks of the working group, which would consist of training, sessions for the sharing of good
practices, global training of instructors on the Sendai Framework monitor, the global technical forum on
the Sendai Framework monitor, and the translation and contextualization of global references on this topic.
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84. The representative of Mexico said that the main aim of the methodological guide on time-use
measurements in Latin America and the Caribbean was to develop guidelines for the conduct of time-use
surveys and the calculation of indicators on time use and unpaid work in the region. To that end, there was a
plan to systematize methodologies on time use and unpaid work in the region, examine the use of time-use
classifications in the region —the Classification of Time-Use Activities for Latin America and the Caribbean
(CAUTAL) and the International Classification of Activities for Time-Use Statistics (ICATUS)— and define
a minimum list of activities for time-use surveys. She then reported on the progress made in preparing the
document and its thematic table of contents, which consisted of the following chapters: (i) Frame of reference,
(i1) Conceptual framework, (iii) Methodological aspects of time-use surveys, (iv) Measurement of time-use
indicators in the countries of Latin America and the Caribbean and (v) Information on time-use indicators for
the design of public policies. Finally, she said that some adjustments would be made to the table of contents
based on the comments received, and work would continue in the subgroups set up for the preparation of each
chapter, through virtual meetings with the members.

85. The representative of El Salvador said that the main aim of the protocol for the collection and
dissemination of data from studies involving children and adolescents was to present a proposal to improve
the capacities of statistical offices to address the ethical challenges related to the collection and
dissemination of data on children and adolescents. One specific objective was to assess the ethical aspects
of current practices in the countries of the region in data collection and dissemination. Up to that point, the
working group had been working on defining the table of contents of the manual and a questionnaire would
soon be sent to countries to gather information on the practices and protocols currently in place. He pointed
out some difficulties faced by national statistical offices owing to the COVID-19 pandemic, which could
cause some delays in the original work plan.

86. The representative of Mexico then referred to the assessment of the capacities of statistical systems
to measure international migration, presenting the general and specific objectives of the working group, as
well as its different components, which were coordinated by Chile, Colombia and Mexico. She highlighted,
in particular, the coordination efforts to include different initiatives in that area which were being carried
out simultaneously in the framework of other regional projects and initiatives, with the aim of achieving
synergies between countries and agencies, and avoiding duplication and overlap between different projects
and activities. The tasks developed by the working group in the first half of the year included the specific
definition of some of the original objectives; the coordination of activities with different organizations
working in the region; the analysis of a questionnaire on the state of migration statistics, designed by the
United Nations Statistics Division and adapted by CELADE-Population Division of ECLAC; and the
exchange of various experiences of the group’s member countries. She also said that that adapted
questionnaire would begin to be implemented in early September 2020, and could involve the participation
of different national institutions, depending on the governance of the migration issue in each country.

87. The representative of Mexico spoke of the document of recommendations for generating environmental
statistics and indicators for the SDGs with geospatial information and using non-traditional sources. She said
that two subgroups had been established: (i) one on environmental records, with the participation of Brazil, Chile,
Colombia, Costa Rica, Mexico, Panama, Paraguay, Peru and the Plurinational State of Bolivia, with the objective
to propose methodological guidelines for the use of administrative records on waste and to generate information
on the achievement of the SDGs; and (ii) another on Earth observations, with the participation of Brazil, Chile,
Colombia, Costa Rica, the Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Mexico, Nicaragua, Paraguay, Peru and the
Plurinational State of Bolivia, which aims to develop methodological and regional recommendations for the use
of images through Earth observations relating to soil cover, in order to contribute to the measurement of SDGs
6 and 15. The speaker presented the table of contents of the final document and mentioned the various meetings
held from March to August 2020. In August 2020, a virtual workshop had been organized on progress in the
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region, which had been attended by the current Chair of the Statistical Conference of the Americas. The speaker
also mentioned a planned diagnostic questionnaire, which was already in an advanced preparation stage and was
being reviewed by the working group.

88. The representative of Colombia reported on the progress made by the working group in charge of
preparing a guide on the conceptualization and measurement of prices and volumes in the services sector.
He highlighted the growing importance of that sector in the region’s economic activity and the effects that
the COVID-19 pandemic had had on economic activities, which made good measurements in the area of
services crucial. The objective of the document was to disseminate best practices in measuring price and
volume indices in the services sector, in accordance with international benchmarks and based on the
experiences of Latin American and Caribbean countries. He described the table of contents with the main
topics to be addressed in the document and the structure of work, which would start with the process of
documenting both the frame of reference and its conceptual elements, and the practices of participating
countries in the measurement of the services sector.

89. The methodological document on conceptual aspects and statistical use of economic administrative
records was presented by the representative of Colombia, who highlighted the importance of using
administrative records to improve the quality of statistical work and, at the same time, reduce the burden
on respondents. In that regard, he mentioned some international experiences that were complex to
implement in Latin America and the Caribbean, owing to the existence of certain common factors in the
region that made it difficult to have standard criteria and to build an adequate statistical infrastructure from
administrative records. For that reason, Colombia and Mexico had encouraged the preparation of a
methodological document with the aim of providing guidelines for the statistical use of economic
administrative records, which would integrate the best practices and IT tools of the countries of
Latin America and the Caribbean in accordance with standardized and harmonized criteria. Those
guidelines would be based on the GSBPM, with the aim of providing all statistical offices with a common
base. He then presented the work plan, the structure of the document and the deadlines for the different
stages to be carried out through two working groups, with the goal of completing that methodological
document by April 2021.

90. The document on guidelines for the processing, validation and consistency of census data was
presented by the representative of Chile, who began by clarifying that although the proposal originally
focused on data processing and validation, after the first draft of the document had been prepared, various
comments had been received from the countries to place more emphasis on data collection. The
recommendation had been accepted and some modifications had been made to the document, so the new
objective was to develop guidelines for data collection. He presented the table of contents of the document,
which comprised five chapters: (i) Considerations on data collection methods in census project management
and planning, (ii) Background on census data collection in Latin America and the Caribbean, (iii) Data
collection methods, (iv) Decision matrix of data collection methods (newly incorporated) and
(v) Monitoring and follow-up systems in data collection (coverage and quality). He then announced the
next steps, which included a restructuring of the schedule because of the pandemic, and noted that, for the
same reason, a seminar scheduled to be held in 2020 had had to be cancelled and telework had become the
favoured work modality. Finally, he announced that in September, countries would be requested to begin
collaborating on the preparation of a draft of the final document.

91. The representative of Mexico spoke about the manual on the design of security and criminal justice
statistical systems, noting that its development responded to the need to improve the availability and
standardization of international security and criminal justice statistics, which required, inter alia, the
development of operational guides for the application of international classifications (especially the
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International Classification of Crime for Statistical Purposes). He said that the manual was intended to guide
national efforts to generate statistical information on security and criminal justice and to support the
management of new projects for the production of crime statistics. There was an agreed table of contents,
which incorporated the comments of the Statistical Conference of the Americas, and included topics such as
national statistical systems and sectoral statistical systems, statistical data ecosystems, components of the
criminal justice system and their role in the production of statistics, the scope and content of statistics and the
implementation route. He concluded his presentation by identifying the next steps in the development of the
manual, which included holding follow-up meetings of the working group (the following meeting was
scheduled for September 2020), compiling good practices in the region, making bilateral calls to gather
information, and preparing the first draft of the manual for dissemination and feedback.

92. The representative of Chile presented the document of best practices for the adoption of
international recommendations on statistics on work relationships, which aimed mainly to incorporate the
changes foreseen in the work relationship statistics included in the International Classification of Status in
Employment. The aim was to achieve the conceptual and methodological harmonization of labour statistics
and to produce a manual adapted to the Latin American and Caribbean context. The speaker said that a
questionnaire would soon be sent to the countries to determine their practices and uses, in order to assess
their situation.

93. In the ensuing discussion, the representative of Panama congratulated the working group
coordinators and asked to be included in two of the working groups: the one on measuring prices and
volumes in the services sector and the one on using administrative records for economic statistics.

Other matters (agenda item 6)

94. Under this agenda item, the following topics were discussed: the System of urban development
indicators and standards (SIEDU), the 2020 comprehensive review of the global indicator framework for
the SDGs, the Data For Now initiative, development in transition and statistical production, and the
upcoming activities of the Knowledge Transfer Network.

95. With respect to the first topic, Radl Ponce, Head of the Geography Subdepartment of the National
Institute of Statistics (INE) of Chile, described the institute’s progress in the generation of indicators of
urban quality of life, and referred specifically to maintaining and updating SIEDU. He said that SIEDU
had emerged with the objective of monitoring and following up on Chile’s National Urban Development
Policy, detecting territorial inequalities in terms of urban quality of life within and between the country’s
cities. The system included 76 indicators classified into 8 priority urban development policy areas and a
set of 191 thematic maps covering 80% of the national population. It was the result of inter-agency work
and operated under a governance model in which INE was responsible for updating and maintaining the
system. In that respect, the institute’s institutional structure and recognised track record in integrating
statistical and geospatial information had allowed it to play a central role in generating territorial
information sustainably over time.

96. He also said that, since 2015, INE had been working on the development of a geostatistical
framework based on a geostatistical open data platform that was constantly updated, that integrated
information on censuses, surveys and administrative records, and that provided feedback on the operations
of INE and other national bodies. The platform had allowed INE to gradually develop a series of by-
products that went beyond basic mapping, such as the location of green areas, services, equipment and
infrastructure, as well as the analysis of urban growth in terms of density and expansion of the country’s
cities. The speaker ended by stating that those advances had been possible thanks to the constant support
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of the management team and the professionals of the different departments of INE, in addition to
cooperation and coordination with other institutions within the national statistical system.

97. The Director-General of the National Statistics Office of the Dominican Republic, Miosotis Rivas,
gave an introductory speech, highlighting several strategic areas for the statistical development of her
country and the region, and then gave the floor to the Director of the Coordination Department of the
National Statistical System of the Dominican Republic, Juan Arias, who presented the process and results
of the 2020 comprehensive review of the global indicator framework for the Sustainable Development
Goals. He noted that the review had been carried out by the Inter-Agency and Expert Group on Sustainable
Development Goal Indicators and had provided an opportunity to improve the indicator framework and
contribute to the global monitoring of 2030 Agenda, in accordance with General Assembly resolution
71/313. In the process, efforts already made at the national and international levels had been taken into
account, and improvements had been made by ensuring that changes were limited and the number of
indicators in the framework remained almost unchanged. The review had been conducted between March
2019 and March 2020, and had included consultations with experts, the receipt of proposals for
improvements and an open consultation of those proposals, which had consisted mainly of suggestions for
replacements, deletions, refinements or adjustments to indicators and, in specific cases, additions of
indicators. Some 200 proposals had been received, of which 50 had been submitted for open consultation
at the global level. The final results, adopted at the fifty-first session of the United Nations Statistical
Commission, had resulted in 36 major changes to the current framework, namely, 14 replacements of
existing indicators; 8 revisions of indicators; 8 additions of indicators and 6 deletions of existing indicators.

98. Fredy Rodriguez, Data Coordinator of the Centre for International Strategic Thinking (CEPEI),
then presented the Data For Now Initiative, launched in September 2019, which aimed to coordinate
partnerships to close information gaps and promote real-time data generation to improve the monitoring of
SDGs. He said that the initiative was supported by the Global Partnership for Sustainable Development
Data (GPSDD), the World Bank, the Sustainable Development Solutions Network and the United Nations
Statistics Division, and that, in its first phase, it included eight countries on three continents —including
Colombia and Paraguay— and considered four thematic areas prioritized by countries according to their
own needs, namely: education, human mobility, poverty and land use. CEPEI was leading the initiative in
Latin America and the Caribbean, and had worked together with Colombia and Paraguay to map
information gaps and identify needs to consolidate partnerships, with the ultimate aim of strengthening
capacities to implement new methodologies and measurements, and to generate synergies within the cross-
cutting teams of national statistical offices.

99. Colombia had prioritized education and poverty, and hoped to make progress in building capacity
in updated poverty measurement strategies, using geographical analysis methods and tools. In Paraguay,
work was under way on land use and human mobility, with a view to generating a water information system
that would facilitate rapid decision-making in the event of extreme natural phenomena. The speaker noted
that, to date, capacity-building workshops had been held through the exchange of experiences with other
countries and governance workshops with local actors, among others. In conclusion, he highlighted some
points of the initiative that were considered fundamental to guarantee its sustainability and impact,
including the importance of considering the needs of national actors to respond to real demands, of building
trust with different actors to develop local capacities, of aligning multi-stakeholder efforts and of having
the support of authorities to accelerate the project, and the benefits of using ICTs to facilitate the sharing of
knowledge and experience in a pandemic.
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100. In the ensuing discussion, the Director General of the Department of Statistics, Surveys and
Censuses (DGEEC) of Paraguay, Ivan Ojeda, expressed gratitude for the initiative and said that it was of
great importance to his country, since it had made the institution begin to think beyond traditional statistics
and had promoted coordination among actors. The Director-General of DANE of Colombia, Juan Daniel
Oviedo, stressed that the initiative had been fundamental in his country to strategically align statistical
production with national needs. Colombia had embarked on a strategy of increasing the granularity of
various important statistics related to poverty and multidimensional poverty, disaggregating them at the
municipal level and even at the block level, through the integration of alternative sources, satellite images
and administrative records, and by engaging in big data and data governance initiatives, which were very
useful in producing timely information. He added that Colombia also intended to move forward in
strengthening the administrative records of the different education systems and noted that the idea was to
be able to transmit those capacities to the region and extend the initiative to other countries in the region in
order to strengthen the learning community.

101.  Hethen referred to the concept of “development in transition”, a new paradigm that had been coined
by the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) and ECLAC in 2017 and that
referred to the situation of many countries in the region that were no longer receiving official development
assistance because of their economic indicators. He mentioned Colombia’s interest in advancing in
statistical production, which would respond to that narrative and help countries to avoid falling into the
traps of productivity, lack of confidence in institutional frameworks and social vulnerability, as well as the
environmental trap, and invited countries to be part of that initiative, which aimed to guide statistical
production to make those traps visible.

102.  With regard to the upcoming activities of the Knowledge Transfer Network, the National Director
of INE Chile, Sandra Quijada, began by pointing out that that platform aimed to strengthen statistical
cooperation and knowledge in the region and, therefore, had played a central role during the pandemic in
the integration and management of statistical knowledge in Latin America and the Caribbean, through the
dissemination of events, documents and other methodological materials. During the first half of 2020,
13 videoconferences —including four for the English-speaking Caribbean countries— had been held on
measures taken to address the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic in various areas (such as the collection
of prices and other economic statistics, household surveys or population and housing censuses), in which
1,305 people had participated. The website had also recorded more than 17,000 visits. In the second half of
2020, a process of consultation and systematization had been carried out to define new themes of regional
interest, in order to address them in future videoconferences. The topics of interest included the impact of
COVID-19 on statistics from household surveys, economic and price statistics, and population and housing
censuses; environmental statistics; administrative records; new ways of collecting data owing to the
pandemic; new sources of information; automatic coding; evaluation of imputation methods; SDMX as a
standard for the exchange of statistical data and metadata; and the implementation of the GSBPM model in
the national statistical offices of the region.

Consideration and adoption of agreements (agenda item 7)

103.  The Executive Committee adopted the agreements contained in annex 1.
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Closing session

104.  The Chief of the Statistics Division of ECLAC congratulated the participants of the nineteenth
meeting of the Executive Committee of the Statistical Conference of the Americas for the fruitful and
enriching work carried out over three days of presentations, seminars and parallel events, which had been
well attended. He highlighted the presentations on methodological comparisons between regions, the
messages of the United Nations Statistics Division and the agreements adopted, which reflected the
meaning and importance of statistical activity in the region and of the working groups. He also said that the
Knowledge Transfer Network had played a crucial role during the COVID-19 pandemic by helping to
consolidate the work of all countries in the statistical field. He welcomed the countries that had joined the
working groups and highlighted the renewed dynamics of these groups. In conclusion, he thanked all those
who had contributed to the successful realization of the virtual meeting.

105.  The Director-General of DANE of Colombia, in his capacity as Chair of the Executive Committee
of the Statistical Conference of the Americas of ECLAC, stressed the great value of the Conference as a
learning community, since, to paraphrase Eric Hoffer, in times of change such as those currently being
experienced, those who were open to learning would reap the benefits of that change. He also stressed that
through the Knowledge Transfer Network, bilateral contacts and the constant and unconditional support of
the entities of the United Nations system present in each country, national statistical offices had succeeded
in fulfilling the important mission of providing information in times of great uncertainty. He noted that one
of the biggest challenges ahead was the efficient management of the existing information overload so that
that information reached citizens and outlined the path to sustainable development and accelerated the
implementation of the SDGs. Finally, he thanked the participants for their work over the three days and
concluded the meeting.
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Annex 1

AGREEMENTS

The Executive Committee of the Statistical Conference of the Americas of the Economic Commission for
Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), at its nineteenth meeting, held online from 25 to 27 August 2020,

1.  Commends the various actions of national statistical offices and other agencies producing
official statistics to provide continuity in statistical production in the framework of the coronavirus disease
(COVID-19) pandemic, and recognizes the role of official statistics in public policymaking in the context
of an emergency and economic reactivation;

2. Encourages national statistical offices and other agencies producing official statistics to
identify innovations and good practices implemented during this period that can be adopted on a permanent
basis to strengthen the efficiency of statistical operations and the quality of official statistics, and
underscores the importance of continuing to make progress in the work of disaggregating data by income,
sex, age, race, ethnicity, migratory status, disability and geographic location, or other characteristics, in
accordance with the Fundamental Principles of Official Statistics;

3. Highlights the work carried out by the secretariat to provide the necessary technical support
for the continuity of statistical operations and to collaborate in the dissemination of good practices identified
by national statistical offices and agencies producing official statistics;

4. Requests the secretariat of the Statistical Conference of the Americas to continue to identify
good practices and provide the required technical assistance for the continuity of statistical operations, both
through the regular programme of work and through specific projects developed for this purpose, drawing
on ongoing global and subregional initiatives to minimize duplication of effort;

5. Draws attention to the fact that, as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, many economies in
Latin America and the Caribbean have contracted or are expected to contract, thus reducing the resources
available to the governments in the region and to statistical offices, against a backdrop of increased resource
requirements to address the emerging data collection problems caused by the pandemic and requests to
increase the frequency and volume of statistical production;

6. Expresses concern about the impact of the pandemic, which has led to the postponement of,
among other things, the 2020 census round in several countries in Latin America and especially in the
Caribbean, and to the growing uncertainties regarding the development of census projects, and underscores
the importance for member countries of the Statistical Conference of the Americas, through the good offices
of each government, to provide the financial and human resources needed to guarantee the proper conduct
of censuses, which are a source of essential information for public policymaking, as well as an indispensable
input for the proper implementation of a large number of statistical operations;

7. Calls on the public and private entities that compile administrative records and other data
sources to facilitate national statistical offices’ access to this information, considering its usefulness for
statistical purposes and recognizing that these sources allow for greater and more timely data
disaggregation, particularly in the context of the pandemic;
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8.  Conveys its thanks for the presentation on progress made at the global and national levels
relating to the consolidation of national statistical offices as data stewards and requests the secretariat to
evaluate the actions of the Statistical Conference of the Americas to foster this approach in the region;

9. Also conveys its thanks for the presentation of global, regional and national experiences in the
measurement of progress towards attainment of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs); calls upon the
member States to develop metrics to calculate the achievement of the targets; recommends that these metrics
be considered within national development plans; and requests the secretariat to pursue the implementation
of this type of harmonized measurement for the region in line with other current developments;

10. Welcomes the implementation of the Regional Knowledge Platform on the 2030 Agenda in
Latin America and the Caribbean, the SDG Gateway, developed in conjunction with the United Nations
agencies, funds and programmes in the region under the leadership of the steering committee co-chaired by
the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean and the United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP), and the technical coordination of the Commission; and urges the continuation of the
tasks that ensure that this platform is constantly maintained and updated;

11. Takes note of the outcomes of the comprehensive review of the global SDG indicator
framework and urges the Statistical Coordination Group for the 2030 Agenda in Latin America and
the Caribbean to pursue the implementation of the indicators prioritized for regional follow-up of the
SDGs —considering that these outcomes do not contravene the agreed prioritization— in the synthetic
measurement for the follow-up of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development —progress, gaps and
projections at the national level—, and in the undertaking of activities that encourage coordination and
synergies among the various regional initiatives that seek to close gaps in data and statistics production
for the 2030 Agenda;

12. Also takes note of the First report on the implementation of the biennial programme of
regional and international cooperation activities, 2020-2021, of the Statistical Conference of the Americas
of the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean;!

13. Expresses its satisfaction with the progress achieved by the working groups in producing the
agreed outputs and urges them to continue their activities, ensuring the necessary adjustments in the light of
the restrictions imposed on the operations of national statistical offices because of the COVID-19 pandemic;

14. Expresses its thanks for the support and collaboration of the international organizations that
have contributed to the activities of the working groups, either by acting as technical secretariats or by
providing cooperation, technical assistance and financing for the implementation of the planned activities;

15. Expresses its satisfaction with the actions of the Knowledge Transfer Network to exchange
experiences and recommendations relating to the challenges and solutions adopted by the countries of the
region in the face of the COVID-19 pandemic and encourages the continued consolidation of dissemination
and exchange activities, in particular those related to issues highlighted by the countries at this meeting of
the Executive Committee, such as the role of national statistical offices as data stewards and how to ensure
the continuity of statistical operations in emergency situations, among other matters;

' LC/CE.19/3.
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16. Expresses its commitment to address the discussions on the production of urban statistics and
on the link between statistical production and the challenges of development in transition as part of the
forthcoming activities of the Statistical Conference of the Americas;

17. Thanks the National Administrative Department of Statistics of Colombia, the National
Institute of Statistics and Geography of Mexico, the National Institute of Statistics of Chile, the
United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime and the Division of Gender Affairs of ECLAC for organizing
the seven side events held in the framework of the meeting, and takes note of the presentations, discussions
and topics explored which serve as input to the work of the Statistical Conference;

18. Urges the member countries of the Statistical Conference to participate actively in the
celebration of World Statistics Day on 20 October, and in the United Nations World Data Forum that will
be held virtually from 19 to 21 October 2020;

19. Requests that, at the thirty-eighth session of ECLAC to be held virtually from 26 to 28 October
2020, the Chair report on the main activities undertaken by the Statistical Conference of the Americas.
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Annex 2

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

A. Estados miembros de la Comision
Member States of the Commission

ANTIGUA Y BARBUDA/ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA

Representante/Representative:
— Statchel Edwards, Chief Statistician, Statistics Division, email: statchel.edwards@ab.gov.ag

Miembros de la delegacidon/Delegation members:
— Rohan Anthony, Senior Statistician, Statistics Division, email: rohan.anthony@ab.gov.ag
— Tracelyn Joseph, Senior Statistician (Ag.), email: tracelyn.joseph@ab.gov.ag

ARGENTINA

Representante/Representative:
— Marco Lavagna, Director, Instituto Nacional de Estadistica y Censos (INDEC),
email: mlavagna@indec.gob.ar

Miembros de la delegacidon/Delegation members:

— Mariano Poledo, Director Nacional de Planificacidon, Relaciones Institucionales e Internacionales,
Instituto Nacional de Estadistica y Censos (INDEC), email: mpoledo@indec.gob.ar

— Martin Chojo, Coordinador de Relaciones Internacionales, Instituto Nacional de Estadistica y Censos
(INDEC), email: mchojo@indec.gob.ar

— Nicoléas Petresky, Direccion de Relaciones Institucionales e Internacionales, Instituto Nacional de
Estadistica y Censos (INDEC), email: npetresky@indec.gob.ar

— Fernando Quiroga, Director Nacional de Relaciones Internacionales y Comunicacion Institucional, Consejo
Nacional de Coordinacion de Politicas Sociales (CNCPS), email: fquiroga@politicassociales.gob.ar

BAHAMAS

Representante/Representative:
— Leona Wilson, Acting Director, Department of Statistics, Ministry of Finance,
email: leonawilson@bahamas.gov.bs; dpsdp@bahamas.gov.bs

Miembros de la delegacion/Delegation members:

— Clarice Turnquest, Assistant Director, Unit Head, National Accounts and Business Establishment,
Department of Statistics, email: clariceturnquest(@bahamas.gov.bs

— Clara Lowe, Assistant Director, Department of Statistics, email: claralowe@bahamas.gov.bs

— Kim Saunders, Senior Statistician, Department of Statistics, email: kimsauders@bahamas.gov.bs

— Kimberley Rolle , Senior Statistician, Department of Statistics, email: kimberleyrolle@bahamas.gov.bs

— Brendalee Adderley, Senior Statistician, Department of Statistics,
email: brendaleeadderley(@bahamas.gov.bs

— Gabrielle Hudson, Department of Statistics, email: gabriellehudson@bahamas.gov.bs

— Terah Newbold, Statistician III, Department of Statistics, email: terahnewbold@bahamas.gov.bs
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BARBADOS

Representante/Representative:
— Aubrey Victor Browne, Director, Barbados Statistical Service (BSS), email: director@barstats.gov.bb;
abrowne(@barstats.gov.bb

Miembros de la delegacién/Delegation members:
— Janelle Scantlebury-Mounsey, Senior Statistician, email: jscantlebury-mounsey@barstats.gov.bb
— Michelle St. Clair, Barbados Statistical Service, email: michelle.stclair@barbados.gov.bb

BELICE/BELIZE

Representante/Representative:
— Diana Castillo-Trejo, Acting General Director, Statistical Institute of Belize (SIB),
email: dtrejo@mail.sib.org.bz

BOLIVIA (ESTADO PLURINACIONAL DE)/BOLIVIA (PLURINATIONAL STATE OF)

Representante/Representative:
— Yuri Miranda Gonzales, Director General Ejecutivo, Instituto Nacional de Estadistica (INE),
email: ymiranda@ine.gob.bo

Miembros de la delegacién/Delegation members:

— Ivan Marquez Callisaya, Director de Censos y Encuestas, Instituto Nacional de Estadistica (INE),
email: imarquez@ine.gob.bo

— Patricia Gonzales Murillo, Directora de Estadisticas e Indicadores Econdmicos y Sociales, Instituto
Nacional de Estadistica (INE), email: pgonzales@ine.gob.bo

— Jhosseline Camacho Lopez, Jefe, Unidad de Difusion y Comunicacion, Instituto Nacional de
Estadistica (INE), email: jcamacho@jine.gob.bo

— Claudia L. Rivera Romero, Coordinadora de Asuntos Internacionales, Instituto Nacional de Estadistica
(INE), email: crivera@ine.gob.bo

BRASIL/BRAZIL

Representante/Representative:
— Susana Leite Ribeiro Cordeiro Guerra, Presidenta, Instituto Brasilefio de Geografia y Estadistica
(IBGE), email: susana.guerra@;ibge.gov.br

Miembro de la delegacion/Delegation member:
— Eduardo Luiz Gongalves Rios Neto, Director de Investigaciones, Instituto Brasilefio de Geografia y
Estadistica (IBGE), email: eduardo.rios@ibge.gov.br

CANADA/CANADA

Representante/Representative:
— Susie Fortier, Director, International Cooperation and Methodology Innovation Centre, Statistics
Canada, email: susie.fortier@canada.ca
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Miembros de la delegacidon/Delegation members:
— Claudio Perez, Project Coordinator, Project for the Regional Advancement of Statistics in
the Caribbean, International Cooperation and Methodology Innovation Centre,
email: claudio.perez@canada.ca
— André Loranger, Assistant Chief Statistician, Statistics Canada, email: andre.loranger@canada.ca
— Falco Mueller, Global Affairs Canada, email: falco.mueller@international.gc.ca

CHILE

Representante/Representative:
— Sandra Quijada, Directora Nacional, Instituto Nacional de Estadisticas (INE), email: sandra.quijada@ine.cl

Miembros de la delegacidon/Delegation members:

— Ismael Andrade, Subdirector Técnico, Instituto Nacional de Estadisticas (INE),
email: ismael.andrade@ine.cl

— Daniela Moraga, Subdirectora de Operaciones, Instituto Nacional de Estadisticas (INE),
email: daniela.moragaf(@ine.cl

— Jorge Urrutia, Jefe de Departamento de Infraestructura, Instituto Nacional de Estadisticas (INE),
email: jorge.urrutia@ine.cl

— Denisse Lopez, Jefa de Departamento de Metodologia, Instituto Nacional de Estadisticas (INE),
email: denisse.lopez@ine.cl

— Olga Barquero Alpizar, Jefa, Unidad de Cooperacion Institucional, Instituto Nacional de Estadisticas
(INE), email: olga.barquero@ine.cl

— Cristian Aguilera, Jefe, Departamento de Analisis Estadistico, email: cristian.aguilera@ine.cl

— Ratl Ponce, Jefe, Subdepartamento de Geografia, Instituto Nacional de Estadisticas (INE),
email: raul.ponce@ine.cl

— Milena Vargas, Jefa, Unidad de Género, Instituto Nacional de Estadisticas (INE),
email: milena.vargas@ine.cl

— David Niculcar Castillo, Representante de Grupo de Trabajo, Instituto Nacional de Estadisticas (INE),
email: david.niculcar@ine.cl

— Matias Pizarro, Representante de Grupo de Trabajo, Instituto Nacional de Estadisticas (INE),
email: matias.pizarro@ine.cl

— Miguel Ojeda, Representante de Grupo de Trabajo, Instituto Nacional de Estadisticas (INE),
email: miguel.ojeda@ine.cl

— Daniel Allende, Representante de Grupo de Trabajo, Instituto Nacional de Estadisticas (INE),
email: daniel.allende@ine.cl

— Lorena Espinosa, Representante de Grupo de Trabajo, Instituto Nacional de Estadisticas (INE),
email: lorena.espinosa@ine.cl

— Beatriz Castillo, Representante de Grupo de Trabajo, Instituto Nacional de Estadisticas (INE),
email: beatriz.castillo@ine.cl

— Oriana Villegas, Representante de Grupo de Trabajo, Instituto Nacional de Estadisticas (INE),
email: oriana.villegas@ine.cl

— Patricia Medrano, Jefe, Departamento de Microdatos, Division de Estadisticas, Banco Central,
email: pmedrano@bcentral.cl

— Joaquin Nilo, Representante de Grupo de Trabajo, Instituto Nacional de Estadisticas (INE),
email: joaquin.nilo@ine.cl
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COLOMBIA

Representante/Representative:
— Juan Daniel Oviedo Arango, Director General, Departamento Administrativo Nacional de Estadistica
(DANE), email: joviedoa@dane.gov.co

Miembros de la delegacién/Delegation members:

— Ricardo Valencia Ramirez, Subdirector General, Departamento Administrativo Nacional de
Estadistica (DANE), email: rvalenciar@dane.gov.co

— Karen Lizeth Chavez Quintero, Secretaria Privada, Departamento Administrativo Nacional de
Estadistica (DANE), email: klchavezq@dane.gov.co

— Sandra Liliana Moreno, Directora Técnica de Geoestadistica, Departamento Administrativo Nacional
de Estadistica (DANE), email: slmorenom@dane.gov.co

— Camilo Andrés Méndez, Coordinador de Relacionamiento Nacional e Internacional, Departamento
Administrativo Nacional de Estadistica (DANE), email: camendezc(@dane.gov.co

COSTA RICA

Representante/Representative:
— Floribel Méndez Fonseca, Gerente, Instituto Nacional de Estadistica y Censos,
email: floribel.mendez@inec.go.cr

Miembros de la delegacidon/Delegation members:

— Elizabeth Solano, Subgerente, Instituto Nacional de Estadistica y Censos (INEC),
email:elizabeth.solano@inec.go.cr

— Sussi Jiménez Nufiez, Ministra Consejera, Embajada de Costa Rica en Chile, email: sjimenez@rree.go.cr

CUBA

Representante/Representative:
— Juana Maria Pantoja Hernandez, Jefa, Oficina Nacional de Estadistica e Informacion (ONEI),
email: jmaria@onei.gob.cu

Miembros de la delegacidon/Delegation members:

— Mercedes Hilda Hernandez Pantoja, Vicejefa Primera, Oficina Nacional de Estadistica e Informacion
(ONEI), email: mercedesgonzalez@onei.gob.cu

— Juan Carlos Alfonso Fraga, Vicejefe, Oficina Nacional de Estadistica e Informacion (ONEI),
email: juancarlos@onei.gob.cu

— Aimée Cosculluela Ballester, Directora de Asesoria Juridica y Relaciones Internacionales, Oficina
Nacional de Estadistica e Informacion (ONEI), email: aimee@onei.gob.cu; aimeecoscu@gmail.com

DOMINICA

Representante/Representative:
— Lorna Prevost-Stephens, Chief Statistician, Central Statistics Office, email: lorna.prevost@gmail.com
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ECUADOR

Representante/Representative:
— Diego Andrade, Director Ejecutivo, Instituto Nacional de Estadistica y Censos (INEC),
email: diego_andrade@inec.gob.ec

Miembros de la delegacién/Delegation members:

— Santiago Gonzalez, Gerente del Proyecto Censo de Poblacion y Vivienda, Instituto Nacional de
Estadistica y Censos (INEC), email: santiago gonzalez@inec.gob.ec

— David Muiioz, Coordinador General Técnico de Planificacion, Normativas y Calidad Estadisticas,
Instituto Nacional de Estadistica y Censos (INEC), email: david munoz@inec.gob.ec

— Javier Pacha Andrajo, Coordinador de Informacion, Secretaria Técnica de Planificacion “Planifica
Ecuador”, email: jpacha@planificacion.gob.ec

EL SALVADOR

Representante/Representative:
— Juan Carlos Salman, Director General de Estadisticas y Censos, email: carlos.salman@digestyc.gob.sv

Miembros de la delegacién/Delegation members:

— Nelson Guzman Mendoza, Subdirector General, Direccion General de Estadisticas y Censos
(DIGESTYC), email: nelson.guzman(@digestyc.gob.sv

— Balmoris Madrid, Direccion General de Estadisticas y Censos (DIGESTYC),
email: balmoris.madrid@digestyc.gob.sv

ESPANA/SPAIN

Representante/Representative:
— Ana Carmen Saura Vinuesa, Subdirectora Adjunta, Gabinete de la Presidencia, Instituto Nacional de
Estadistica (INE), email: anacarmen.saura.vinuesa@ine.es

Miembro de la delegacién/Delegation member:
— Ana Cénovas Zapata, Jefa de Area, Gabinete de la Presidencia, Instituto Nacional de Estadistica
(INE), email: ana.canovas.zapata@ine.es

FRANCIA/FRANCE

Representante/Representative:
— Sylvie Eghbal-Téhérani, Jefa, Division Apoyo Técnico Internacional, email: sylvie.eghbal-teherani@insee.fr

Miembro de la delegaciéon/Delegation member:
— Constance Torelli, Encargada de los Programas de Cooperacion, Division Apoyo Técnico
Internacional, email: constance.torelli@insee.fr

GUATEMALA

Representante/Representative:
— Abel Francisco Cruz Calderon, Gerente, Instituto Nacional de Estadistica (INE), email: afcrtu@ine.gob.gt
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Miembros de la delegacidon/Delegation members:

— Fredy Arizmendy Gomez, Subgerente Técnico, Instituto Nacional de Estadistica (INE),
email: fgomez@ine.gob.gt

— Maria Eugenia Guzman, Jefe, Departamento de Censos y Encuestas, Instituto Nacional de Estadistica
(INE), email: eguzman@ine.gob.gt

— Sandra Lucrecia Saso, Jefe, Departamento de Estadisticas Socioeconémicas y Ambientales, Instituto
Nacional de Estadistica (INE), email: slsaso@ine.gob.gt

— Claudia Valenzuela, Asesora de Gerencia, Instituto Nacional de Estadistica (INE),
email: cvalenzuela@ine.gob.gt

GRANADA/GRENADA

Representante/Representative:
— Halim Brizan, Director, Central Statistical Office (CSO), Ministry of Finance,
email: halimbrizan@hotmail.com

GUYANA

Representante/Representative:
— Maxine Bentt, Deputy Chief Statistician-in-Charge, Bureau of Statistics, Guyana,
email: mbentt@statisticsguyana.gov.gy

HONDURAS

Representante/Representative:
— Graciela Ponce, Directora Ejecutiva, Instituto Nacional de Estadistica (INE), email: gponce@ine.gob.hn

Miembros de la delegacién/Delegation members:

— Alexander David, Subdirector, Instituto Nacional de Estadistica (INE), email: adavid@ine.gob.hn

— Norma Elizabeth Mendoza Hernandez, Departamento de Estadisticas Macroecondmicas, Subgerencia
de Estudios Econdémicos, Banco Central de Honduras, email: norma.hernandez@bch.hn

— Osman Javier Garcia Ortega, Departamento de Gestion de Informacion Economica, Subgerencia de
Estudios Econdmicos, Banco Central de Honduras, email: osman.garcia@bch.hn

ITALIA/ITALY

Representante/Representative:
— Marina Gandolfo, Head of International Affairs, Istituto Nazionale di Statistica (ISTAT) (por video),
email: gandolfo@istat.it

Miembro de la delegacidon/Delegation member:
— Alessia Aubert, Istituto Nazionale di Statistica (ISTAT), email: aubert@istat.it

JAMAICA

Representante/Representative:
— Carol Coy, Director General, Statistical Institute of Jamaica (STATIN), email: ccoy@statinja.gov.jm




38

Miembro de la delegaciéon/Delegation member:
— Leesha Delatie-Budair, Deputy Director General, Statistical Institute of Jamaica (STATIN),
email: ldelatie-budair@statinja.gov.jm

JAPON/JAPAN

Representante/Representative:
— Shinichiro Imamura, Segundo Secretario, Embajada del Japon en Chile,
email: shinichiro.imamura@mofa.go.jp

Miembro de la delegacidon/Delegation member:
— Masahide Yamamoto, Departamento de Economia y Cooperacion Técnica, Embajada del Japon en
Chile, email: masahide.yamamoto@sg.mofa.go.jp

MEXICO/MEXICO

Representante/Representative:
— Julio Santaella, Presidente, Instituto Nacional de Estadistica y Geografia (INEGI),
email: julio.santaella@inegi.org.mx

Miembros de la delegacidon/Delegation members:

— Paloma Merodio Gomez, Vicepresidenta de la Junta de Gobierno, Instituto Nacional de Estadistica y
Geografia (INEGI), email: paloma.merodio@inegi.org.mx

— Enrique Ordaz Lopez, Vicepresidente de la Junta de Gobierno, Instituto Nacional de Estadistica y
Geografia (INEGI), email: enrique.ordaz@inegi.org.mx

— Eduardo Gracida Campos, Director General de Vinculacion y Servicio Publico de Informacion,
Instituto Nacional de Estadistica y Geografia (INEGI), email: egracida@inegi.org.mx

— Oscar Jaimes Bello, Director General de Estadistica de Gobierno, Seguridad Publica y Justicia,
Instituto Nacional de Estadistica y Geografia (INEGI), email: oscar.jaimes@inegi.org.mx

— Adrian Franco Barrios, Vicepresidente de la Junta de Gobierno, Instituto Nacional de Estadistica y
Geografia (INEGI), email: adrian.franco@inegi.org.mx

— Arturo Blancas Espejo, Director General de Estadisticas Econdmicas, Instituto Nacional de Estadistica
y Geografia (INEGI), email: arturo.blancas@inegi.org.mx

— Edgar Vielma Orozco, Director General de Estadisticas Sociodemograficas, Instituto Nacional de
Estadistica y Geografia (INEGI), email: edgar.vielma@inegi.org.mx

— Guillermo Castillo Koschnick, Director General Adjunto de Politicas y Censos Nacionales de
Gobierno, Instituto Nacional de Estadistica y Geografia (INEGI), email: guillermo.castillo@inegi.org

— Gemma Santana Medina, Directora de la Agenda 2030, Oficina de la Presidencia de la Republica,
email: gemma.santana@presidencia.gob.mx

— Gerardo Durand Alcantara, Director General Adjunto de Registros Administrativos Economicos,
Instituto Nacional de Estadistica y Geografia (INEGI), email: gerardo.durand@inegi.org.mx

— Andrea Fernandez Conde, Directora General Adjunta de Difusion y Servicio Publico de Informacion,
email: andrea.fernandez@inegi.org.mx

— Norma Navarro Sandoval, Directora de Disefio Conceptual de Encuestas Especiales en Hogares,
Instituto Nacional de Estadistica y Geografia (INEGI), email: norma.navarro@jinegi.org.mx

— Adriana Oropeza Lliteras, Directora de Coordinacion Técnica, Subsistema de Informacion
Sociodemografica, Instituto Nacional de Estadistica y Geografia (INEGI),
email: adriana.oropeza@inegi.org.mx
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NICARAGUA

Representante/Representative:
— Paul Herbert Oquist Kelley, Ministro Secretario Privado para Politicas Nacionales, Presidencia de
la Republica, email: paul.oquist@sepres.gob.ni

PANAMA/PANAMA

Representante/Representative:
— Samuel A. Moreno, Director Nacional, Instituto Nacional de Estadistica y Censo (INEC),
email: samoreno@contraloria.gob.pa

Miembros de la delegacién/Delegation members:

— José del R. Branca, Subdirector, Area Socioecondmica, Instituto Nacional de Estadistica y Censo
(INEC), email: Joseb@contraloria.gob.pa

— Bernardo I. Gonzélez, Subdirector, Area Sociodemografica, Instituto Nacional de Estadistica y Censo
(INEC), email: bergonzalez@contraloria.gob.pa
Rolando R. Johnson, Asistente Ejecutivo, Instituto Nacional de Estadistica y Censo (INEC),
email: rolandoj@contraloria.gob.pa

PARAGUAY

Representante/Representative:
— Ivan Mauricio Ojeda Aguilera, Director General, Direccion General de Estadistica, Encuestas y
Censos (DGEEC), email: iojeda@dgeec.gov.py

PERU/PERU

Representante/Representative:
— Dante Carhuavilca Bonett, Jefe, Instituto Nacional de Estadistica e Informatica (INEI),
email: dante.carhuavilca@inei.gob.pe

Miembro de la delegacidén/Delegation member:

— Peter Abad Altamirano, Director Técnico, Oficina Técnica de Planificacion, Presupuesto
y Cooperacion Técnica, Instituto Nacional de Estadistica e Informatica (INEI),
email: peter.abad@inei.gob.pe

REPUBLICA DOMINICANA/DOMINICAN REPUBLIC

Representante/Representative:
— Miosotis Rivas Pefia, Directora General, Oficina Nacional de Estadistica (ONE),
email: miosotis.rivas@one.gob.do

Miembros de la delegacién/Delegation members:

— Kenia Orquidea Sanchez Félix, Encargada, Departamento de Vinculaciones, Oficina Nacional de
Estadistica (ONE), email: kenia.sanchez@one.gob.do

— Juan Arias, Director, Direccion de Coordinacion del Sistema Estadistico Nacional, Oficina Nacional
de Estadistica (ONE), email: juan.arias@one.gob.do
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SANTA LUCIA/SAINT LUCIA

Representante/Representative:
— Sean Mathurin, Director, Central Statistical Office, email: sean.mathurin@govt.lc

SAN VICENTE Y LAS GRANADINAS/SAINT VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES

Representante/Representative:

— Lavorne Williams, Chief Statistician, Statistical Office, Economic Planning and Sustainable
Development Division, Ministry of Finance, Economic Planning, Sustainable Development and
Information Technology, email: Iwilliams@svgcpd.com; svg.stats@mail.gov.vc

SURINAME

Representante/Representative:
— Iwan A. Sno, Director, General Bureau of Statistics, email: iwansno@gmail.com

Miembros de la delegacién/Delegation members:

— Eartha Groenfelt, First Deputy Director, General Bureau of Statistics, email: egroenfelt@gmail.com

— Guillano B. Koornaar, Manager, Economic Statistics Division, General Bureau of Statistics, email:
gkori@hotmail.com

TURQUIA/TURKEY

Representante/Representative:
— Ahmet Kiirsad Dosdogru, Vice-President, Turkish Statistical Institute, email: ahmet.dosdogru@tuik.gov.tr

Miembro de la delegacion/Delegation member:
— Ibrahim Esenkar, Head of Environment and Sustainable Development Statistics,
email: ibrahim.esenkar@tuik.gov.tr

TRINIDAD Y TABAGO/TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO

Representante/Representative:
— Andre Blanchard, Acting Director of Statistics, email: andre blanchard1@yahoo.com

URUGUAY

Representante/Representative:
— Diego Aboal, Director Técnico, Instituto Nacional de Estadistica (INE), email: daboal@ine.gub.uy

Miembros de la delegacién/Delegation members:

— Federico Segui, Subdirector General, Instituto Nacional de Estadistica (INE),
email: fsegui@ine.gub.uy

— Kariné Hagopian, Gerente de Estadisticas Econdmicas, Banco Central del Uruguay,
email: karineh@bcu.gub.uy

— Lucia Pérez, Instituto Nacional de Estadistica (INE), email: Iperez@ine.gub.uy
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VENEZUELA (REPUBLICA BOLIVARIANA DE)/VENEZUELA (BOLIVARIAN REPUBLIC OF)

Representante/Representative:
— Ricardo Menéndez, Vicepresidente Sectorial de Planificacion y Ministro del Poder Popular de
Planificacion, email: menendez@mppp.gob.pe

Miembros de la delegacién/Delegation members:
— José Avendafio, Viceministro de Planificacién Economica, Ministerio del Poder Popular de
Planificacion, email: javendano@mppp.gob.ve
— Ratl Pacheco, Presidente, Instituto Nacional de Estadistica (INE), email: pacheco.raul@gmail.com
— Enrique Arévalo Méndez, Embajador de la Reptblica Bolivariana de Venezuela en Chile,
email: armero8@gmail.com

B. Miembros asociados
Associate members

ANGUILA/ANGUILLA

Representante/Representative:
— Lori-Rae Alleyne-Franklin, Chief Statistician, Statistics Department, email: lori-rae.alleyne@gov.ai

ARUBA

Representante/Representative:
— Desiree Helder, Acting Director, Central Bureau of Statistics, email: dhelder@cbs.aw

Miembro de la delegacidon/Delegation member:
— Roslyn Vrolijk, Deputy Director, Central Bureau of Statistics, email: rvrolijk@cbs.aw

BERMUDAS/BERMUDA

Representante/Representative:
— Melinda Williams, Director, Department of Statistics, email: mwilliams@gov.bm

CURACAO

Representante/Representative:
— Sean de Boer, Director, Central Bureau of Statistics, email: sean.deboer@gobiernu.cw

GUADALUPE/GUADELOUPE

Representante/Representative:
— Patrice Lopes, Directeur, Observatoire régional des études et de I’information géographique,
email: plopes@cr-guadeloupe.fr
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Miembros de la delegacion/Delegation members:

— Synthia Segor-Serin, Chef de Service de 'Observation et des Etudes, email: synthia.segor@cr-guadeloupe.fr

— Philippe Winnicki, Chef de Service Territorial de Guadeloupe, 'Institut national de la statistique et des
¢tudes économiques (INSEE), email: philippe.winnicki@insee.fr

ISLAS CAIMAN/CAYMAN ISLANDS

Representante/Representative:
— Ralston Henry, Senior Economist, Economics and Statistics Office, Ministry of Finance,
email: ralston.henry@gov.ky

ISLAS TURCAS Y CAICOS/TURKS AND CAICOS ISLANDS

Representante/Representative:
— Wendera Seymour, Senior Statistician, Department of Statistics, email: wlseymour@gov.tc

ISLAS VIRGENES BRITANICAS/BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS

Representante/Representative:
— Raymond Phillips, Director, Central Statistics Office, email: rphillips@gov.vg

Miembro de la delegaciéon/Delegation member:
— Patlian Johnson, Recovery and Development Cooperation Specialist, Central Statistics Office,
email: pjohnson@policysolutionsbvi.com

MONTSERRAT

Representante/Representative:
— Sylvan Roberts, Head of Statistics, Statistics Department, email: sylvanroberts@yahoo.com

Miembro de la delegacidon/Delegation member:
— Siobhan Tuitt, Chief Statistician, Statistics Department, email: tuittsn@gov.ms

SAN MARTIN/SINT MAARTEN

Representante/Representative:
— Jason Grant, Researcher/Statistical Analyst, Department of Statistics,
email: jason.grant@sintmaartengov.org

C. Secretaria de las Naciones Unidas
United Nations Secretariat

Division de Estadistica/Statistics Division
— Stefan Schweinfest, Director, email: stefan.schweinfest@un.org
— Francesca Perucci, Chief of Service, Development Data and Outreach Branch, email: perucci@un.org
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Comision Econémica y Social para Asia y el Pacifico (CESPAP)/Economic and Social Commission
for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP)
— Gemma Van Halderen, Director, Statistics Division, email: gemma.vanhalderen@un.org

Oficina de Coordinacion del Desarrollo/Development Coordination Office

— Christian Salazar, Director Regional para América Latina y el Caribe, Panama,
email: christian.salazar@one.un.org

— Elisabeth Diaz, Senior Regional Coordination Officer, Panama, email: diaz2@un.org

Coordinadores Residentes/Resident Coordinators

— Jessica Faieta, Coordinadora Residente a.i, Colombia, email: jessica.faieta@undp.org

— Mauricio Ramirez, Coordinador Residente, Reptiblica Dominicana, email: mauricio.ramirez@un.org
— Rebeca Arias, Coordinadora Residente, Guatemala, email: rebeca.arias@one.un.org

— Vincent Sweeney, Resident Coordinator a.i., Jamaica, email: vincent.sweeney(@un.org

— Mireia Villar Forner, Coordinadora Residente, Uruguay, email: mireia.villarforner@un.org

Oficinas de los Coordinadores Residentes/Resident Coordinators Offices

— Luis Fernando Canal, Oficial de Coordinacion, Gestion de Datos y Monitoreo, Colombia,
email: luis.canal@one.un.org

— Sebastian Torres, Asesor en Desarrollo Sostenible, Oficina de Coordinacion de las Naciones Unidas,
Uruguay, email: sebastian.torres@one.un.org

— Olaf de Groot, Economist, Development Coordination Officer, Jamaica,
email: olaf.degroot@one.un.org

— Shelly Trim, Development Coordination Officer, Data Management & Results Monitoring/Reporting,
Jamaica, email: shelly.trim@one.un.org

— Pedro Rosas, Economista Senior, Republica Bolivariana de Venezuela, email: pedro.rosas@un.org

— Benjamin Rae, Economista, Oficina de la Coordinadora Residente, Ecuador, email: racb@un.org

D. Organismos de las Naciones Unidas
United Nations bodies

Entidad de las Naciones Unidas para la Igualdad de Género y el Empoderamiento de las Mujeres (ONU-
Mujeres)/United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women (UN-Women)

— Cecilia Alemany, Directora Regional Adjunta para las Américas y el Caribe
email: cecilia.alemany@unwomen.org
— Belén Sanz, Representante, México, email: belen.sanz@unwomen.org
— Ana Giiezmes, Representante, Colombia, email: ana.guezmes@unwomen.org
— Gerald Mora, Asesor Estadistico, Oficina Regional para las Américas y el Caribe,
email: gerald.mora@unwomen.org
— Paulina Grobet, Coordinadora, Centro Global de Excelencia en Estadisticas de Género (CEEQG),
email: paulina.grobet@unwomen.org
— Teresa Guerra, Encargada de Estadisticas y Gestion de Conocimiento, México
email: teresa.guerra@unwomen.org
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— Karla Ramirez, Especialista en Estadisticas de Género, Colombia, email: karla.ramirez@unwomen.org

— Michael Francis Craft, Regional Evaluation Specialist, email: michael.craft@unwomen.org

— Isiuwa Iyahen, Programme Specialist, Economic Empowerment & Statistics, UN-Women Multi-
Country Office - Caribbean, email: isiuwa.iyahen@unwomen.org

Fondo de las Naciones Unidas para la Infancia (UNICEF)/United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF)
— José Sierra, Regional Monitoring Specialist, email: jsierracastillo@unicef.org

Fondo de Poblacion de las Naciones Unidas (UNFPA)/United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA)
— Veronica Siman, Representante, Colombia, email: siman@unfpa.org

— Pablo Salazar, Asesor Regional en Poblacion y Desarrollo, Panama, email: salazarcanelos@unfpa.org
— Paulo Javier Lara, Asesor en Poblacién y Desarrollo, Colombia, email: plara@unfpa.org

— Carlos Ramirez, Profesional de Datos, Colombia, email: cramirez@unfpa.org

Oficina de las Naciones Unidas contra la Droga y el Delito (UNODC)/United Nations Office
on Drugs and Crime (UNODC)
— Salomé Flores, National Programme Officer, email: salome.flores@un.org

Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Desarrollo (PNUD)/United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP)
— Jaime Urrego, Jefe Nacional de Desarrollo Humano y Mercado Laboral, Colombia,

email: jaime.urrego@undp.org

Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA)/United Nations Environment
Programme (UNEP)
— Francesco Gaetani, email: francesco.gaetani@unep.org

Oficina de las Naciones Unidas para la Reduccion del Riesgo de Desastres (UNDRR )/
United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNDRR)
— Jennifer Guralnick, Oficial de Gestion de Programas, Panama, email: guralnick@un.org

E. Organismos especializados
Specialized agencies

Fondo Internacional de Desarrollo Agricola (FIDA)/International Fund for Agricultural
Development (IFAD)
— Juan Diego Ruiz Cumplido, MesoAmerica and the Caribbean Hub Head,
email: j.ruizcumplido@ifad.org
— Caroline Bidault, Country Director for Colombia, Ecuador and the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela,
email: c.bidault@ifad.org
— Marco Camagni, Andean and Southern Cone Head a.i./Country Director, email: m.camagni@ifad.org
— Rossana Polastri, Regional Director, Latin America and the Caribbean Division,
email: r.polastri@ifad.org
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Organizacion de las Naciones Unidas para la Alimentacion y la Agricultura (FAQO)/
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO)
— Michael Austin Rahija, Oficial de Estadistica, email: michaelaustin.rahija@fao.org

Organizacion de las Naciones Unidas para la Educacion, la Ciencia y la Cultura (UNESCQO)/

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO)

— Alejandro Vera Mohorade, Jefe, Unidad de Planificacion, Gestién y Analisis Sectorial de la
Educacién, email: a.vera-mohorade@unesco.org

Organizacion Internacional del Trabajo (OIT)/International Labour Organization (ILO)
— Marcela Cabezas, Especialista Regional en Estadisticas de Trabajo Decente, Oficina Regional para
América Latina y el Caribe, email: cabezasn@jilo.org

F. Organizaciones intergubernamentales
Intergovernmental organizations

Banco Interamericano de Desarrollo (BID)/Inter-American Development Bank (IDB)/
— José Antonio Mejia, Especialista en Modernizacion del Estado, email: joseam@iadb.org

Comunidad Andina (CAN)/Andean Community
— Luis Lima Soria, Coordinador del Area de Estadistica, email: llima@comunidadandina.org
— Jinob De la Cruz Magallanes, Funcionario de Estadistica, email: jdelacruz@comunidadandina.org

Comunidad del Caribe (CARICOM)/Caribbean Community (CARICOM)
— Philomen Harrison, Project Director, Regional Statistics, CARICOM Secretariat
email: philomen.harrison@caricom.org

Centro de Pensamiento Estratégico Internacional (CEPEI)
— Fredy Rodriguez, Data Coordinator, email: f.rodriguez@cepei.org

Consorcio de Estadisticas para el Desarrollo en el Siglo XXI (PARIS21)/Partnership in Statistics
for Development in the 21st Century (PARIS21)
— Geoffrey Greenwell, Coordinador de Programa en América Latina, Francia, email: ggreenwell@stattis.com

Oficina Estadistica de la Union Europea (Eurostat)/Statistical Office of the European Union (Eurostat)
— John Verrinder, Acting Director, Macroeconomic Statistics, email: john.verrinder@ec.europa.eu

Organizacion de Cooperacion y Desarrollo Econémicos (OCDE)/Organization for Economic
Cooperation and Development (OECD)
— Paz Patino, email: paz.patino@oecd.org

Sistema de la Integracion Centroamericana (SICA)/Central American Integration System (SICA)
— Mario Villalobos, Director de Planificacion, Comision Centroamericana de Estadistica del Sistema de
la Integracion Centroamericana (CENTROESTAD), email: mvillalobos(@sica.int
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G. Secretaria
Secretariat

Comision Econémica para América Latina y el Caribe (CEPAL)/Economic Commission

for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC)

— Alicia Barcena, Secretaria Ejecutiva/Executive Secretary, email: alicia.barcena@cepal.org

— Rolando Ocampo, Director, Division de Estadisticas/Chief, Statistics Division,

email: rolando.ocampo@cepal.org

— Luis Yafiez, Oficial a Cargo, Oficina de la Secretaria de la Comision/Officer in Charge,

Office of the Secretary of the Commission, email: luis.yanez@cepal.org

— Paulo Saad, Director, Centro Latinoamericano y Caribefio de Demografia (CELADE)-Division de
Poblacion de la CEPAL/Chief, Latin American and Caribbean Demographic Centre (CELADE)-
Population Division of ECLAC, email: paulo.saad@cepal.org

— Xavier Mancero, Jefe, Unidad de Estadisticas Sociales, Division de Estadisticas/Chief, Social
Statistics Unit, Statistics Division, email: xavier.mancero@cepal.org

— QGuillermo Acuiia, Asesor Legal y Jefe de Protocolo, Oficina de la Secretaria Ejecutiva/Legal Adviser,
Chief of Protocol, Office of the Executive Secretary, email: guillermo.acuna@cepal.org

— Jimena Arias Feijod, Oficial de Asuntos Sociales, Oficina de la Secretaria de la Comision/Social
Affairs Officer, Office of the Secretary of the Commission, email: jimena.arias@cepal.org

— Rayén Quiroga, Estadistica, Unidad de Estadisticas Econdmicas y Ambientales, Division de
Estadisticas/Statistician, Environmental and Economic Statistics Unit, Statistics Division,

email: rayen.quiroga@cepal.org

— Fabiana Del Popolo, Oficial de Asuntos de Poblacion, Centro Latinoamericano y Caribefio de
Demografia (CELADE)-Division de Poblacion de la CEPAL/Population Affairs Officer, Latin American
and Caribbean Demographic Centre (CELADE)-Population Division of ECLAC,

email: fabiana.delpopolo@cepal.org

— Maria Ortiz, Oficial de Programas, Oficina de la Secretaria Ejecutiva/ Programme Officer,

Office of the Executive Secretary, email: maria.ortiz@cepal.org

— Daniel Taccari, Estadistico, Division de Estadisticas/Statistician, Statistics Division,

email: daniel.taccari@cepal.org

— Lucia Scuro, Oficial de Asuntos Sociales, Divisién de Asuntos de Género/Social Affairs Officer,
Division for Gender Affairs, email: lucia.scuro@cepal.org

— Martha Tovar, Estadistica, Division de Estadisticas/Statistical Assistant, Statistics Division,

email: martha.tovarsoria@cepal.org

— Alvaro Monett, Experto Regional en Manejo de Informacién Geoespacial, Division de Estadisticas/
Expert on Geospatial Information Management, Statistics Division, email: alvaro.monett@cepal.org

— Andrés Gutiérrez, Experto Regional, Division de Estadisticas/Regional Expert, Statistics Division,
email: andres.gutierrez@cepal.org

— Federico Dorin, Experto Regional, Division de Estadisticas/Regional Expert, Statistics Division,
email: federico.dorin@cepal.org

— Alvaro Fuentes, Oficial de Estadistica, Division de Estadisticas/ Statistics Officer, Statistics Division,
email: alvaro.fuentes@cepal.org

— Iliana Vaca Trigo, Oficial Adjunta de Asuntos Sociales, Division de Asuntos de Género/Associate
Social Affairs Officer, Division for Gender Affairs, email: iliana.vacatrigo@cepal.org

— Claudia de Camino, Estadistica, Division de Estadisticas/Statistical Assistant, Statistics Division,
email: claudia.decamino@cepal.org
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Monica Aguayo, Oficial Adjunta de Estadistica, Division de Estadisticas/Associate Statistics Officer,
Statistics Division, email: monica.aguayogonzalez@cepal.org

Pauline Leonard, Oficial de Estadistica, Division de Estadisticas/Statistics Officer, Statistics Division,
email: pauline.leonard@cepal.org

Karen Haase, Asistente de Gestion de Documentos, Oficina de la Secretaria de la

Comision/Senior Document Management Assistant, Office of the Secretary of the Commission,
email: karen.haase@cepal.org

Alejandra Ovalle, Asistente de Estadistica, Division de Estadisticas/Statistical Assistant, Statistics
Division, email: alejandra.ovalle@cepal.org

Pauline Stockins, Asistente de Estadistica, Division de Estadisticas/Statistical Assistant, Statistics
Division, email: pauline.stockins@cepal.org

Claudio Moris, Asistente de Estadistica, Division de Estadisticas/Statistical Assistant, Statistics
Division, email: claudio.moris@cepal.org

Ernestina Pérez, Asistente de Estadistica, Division de Estadisticas/Statistical Assistant, Statistics
Division, email: ernestina.perez@cepal.org

Pablo Villatoro, Asistente de Estadistica, Division de Estadisticas/Statistical Assistant, Statistics
Division, email: pablo.villatoro@cepal.org

Rocio Miranda, Asistente de Estadistica, Division de Estadisticas/Statistical Assistant, Statistics
Division, email: rocio.miranda@cepal.org

Alberto Malmierca, Asistente de Estadistica, Division de Estadisticas/Statistical Assistant, Statistics
Division, email: alberto.malmierca@cepal.org

Oficina de la CEPAL en Brasilia/ECLAC office in Brasilia
— Carlos Mussi, Director/Chief, email: carlos.mussi@cepal.org

Sede subregional de la CEPAL para el Caribe/ECLAC subregional headquarters for the Caribbean
— Abdullahi Abdulkadri, Coordinador, Unidad de Estadistica y Desarrollo Social/ Coordinator, Statistics

and Social Development Unit, email: abdullahi.abdulkadri@eclac.org



