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LATIN AMERYCAN COUNIRIES

Conaidering the apprecisbl!z significance of fertility in the
growth of populaticn it is of unquestioneble interest to analyse the
evolution - in tevrms of time and geographic area - of the leveles auc
trends of this demographic feature,

The data conceyaning both nstality and nuptiality io some
conntries of the region are 1nam§quate. either due teo the limited
coverage of the registers of vital facts or to the delay with which
they are made aveilable to those interestad in them. On the other
hand, publicatione of thie kind of statistical data do not comntairn
tavulations which enable an anulyninvt; be nade of the velatioaship
betwaen fertility levels and the gsocic-economic characteristica of
the population, Furtheimore, purlic health gectivities in the fileld
cf famlly planning ave not:adeqbately supported by service statistics.
henee it & not possible to relate the'chafsctgfisticl of the female
populaticn sexved by such progr:mes to changes occurring in ferti-
ity pattevos.

It is therafore ngceuéaty o conQuc; national surveys on

fertility, based on sample secti s of womern in fertile age, in

whiieh, apart frowm vaecording the: : reproductive history, considerastion

iv given te the simultsneocus vecord:ng of i{nformation on & broad
group of cheraczteri~tiecs of a & :ial and economic nature, and of
the nuptialiry and family plaon ig civeumstences related to those

interviewed.

{7/ Aa already implied, ...



As alveady {wmplied, such surveys may only be carried out by mesns
of selecting a probabilistic sswple of women in fertile age within
the framework of the universe of the family households existing in
the ecountry.

A subject of esnsidersble discusgion in connection with the
World Fertility Survey programme has been that vagardiang the types
of country in the region which should ba fncluded in the study .lue
to their being the most vepresentative of the avolution of fertility
treads; £nd also the maximum and ainimwmm recompsndable size of the
sewple groups. A2 ia knowa, the need to establish a minimem siza
is dependent oun the degree of disaggregation of data considered
deairable for the fertility study, whereas the maximum size will
be dependent on the largest admissible cost assizved to the national
survey.

In the case of Latin America, sdequate coumpliance hes not
been given to the firstensmed requirement - that of country
represantativity - grester attention hawving bezrn given to the
size of seaple for inveatigstion, Atthe present time the countries
which have completed the survey are: Colombisz, Costa Rica, Mexico,
Pepema, Feru, the Dominiecan Raepublic and Venezuela, The smalles:
sige of saaple was that employed in the Dominicea Republic where
the numbey of women interviewed wae 2,256, This zomperes with
Colombia, where the sample size was the largest and compriced

5,685 wowen.

/i Since in the...



Since in the countxies conecerned the types of sample design
and samplee employed have not baen identical, aad since the quality
of the data cbtained in the vavrioces surveys has nct been uniform,
iz hss besome necessary to consider inclusion ia this gnalysis
of 8 chapter describimg the types of sample design and size used,
the restrictions influencing the selecting of the women to be
interviev2d. the lack of response (degree of coverage of households
and womer in the various areas); and analysing in general de
reliabi1ity of the studies made. Ia the special chapters of the
present document in which specific fercility aspects are examined,
further gaalyses concerning the validity of the informastion will
be dealt with, as well s38 the moet advigable method of estimating
the fertility indicee for years preceeding the survey (study of
fertility trends) where such records for the vavious age groupe
are not sveilable.

Although in each of the chapters of this comparative analysia,
detalled acntion will be made of the wovking hypotheses ecmployed
in prepering the comparstive tabulations, the preseant inkroducticn
mentions wd comments generally om the subjects dealt with ian
the varioc:w chapters, with mention of the varizbles considered
and the dliferent cstegovies adopted.

In che presentation of tables the procedure followed has been

tc provid: in the firast place a very emall nuser of sbsolute and

/relative distribution...



relstive distribution tsbles under a givean heading with the purpose
of drawing attention to the numbher of obsarvations used in the
analysis of each particular group of women, and how, besed on
that number, it may be poaaiblé to accept or reject the validity
of the diffexences notad,

The diagtvibution tables ave supplemented by cross-tebulatioos
in which the fertility indices for each country are compsred, either
based on obszrved values (survey data) or typi«<:1 vslues (as for

instance those based on a model structure of warriage duratiom).

= Fertility levels aud Trends

In a comparative study, attention must in the firet place
ba given to analysing the similarities or dispimilsrities in the
variations of fertility in terms of time and general geographie
space. In corder that compsrisonz at this gemeral level may be
appropieta, the use of indicators must be rescrted to, ensbling
clear digcivctcions to be made between one couni vy god snother.

One indicator of the genersl level of fertility is the
grose bir:sk rate, which should thesretically be caleuleted for
the yeare previous to the survey to determine ‘he tread wmovement
in the vericus countries. Apart from the difficvity inherent in
such deterwinations it is known that this indicetor is considerably
influenced by the differeant volumes of female ropulation of differsat
age: in the child-bearing period. To overcoma this difficulty resort
may be made to the use of & wm2asure which comsiders in combined
form the spacific fertility rates by age, in ordar to exclude

from the rnezasurement the effects of the differont structures

{ of the fortile female ...
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of rhe fertile femsle population in the countrie: involved. Thin
®i1y be done by uvsing a common population modzl of as simple & fom
as possible, such as & rectangular population. If the spacifiec
fertility rates have been csleculated for Seyear -ge groups, thi:
overall standarized rate ies the total fertility :cote, obtalued
by addition of the specific rstes multipiied by “ive.

This totel fertility rate may be interpreccd as represent .ng
the final average number of children to be borr (v fertile women
» by the end of thelr reproductive life -~ if sustsining the
specifiec gge fertility rate st the moment cousiderad. This
nonent may be: the final year, the last three yesra, the averag:
values in preceedinyg three-year periods (five o’ them), or the
agverage values in the preceeding five-year pericis (three of

them, etc.).

» Socio-economic differentisle

The study of the generel fertility lewel ~hould be supple 2nted
by an gnalyeis of the veriations cecurxing iu tiis gencral leve: in
partieulsar populstion groups, whose speciel chars:teriatics are
specifind. A special chevecteristic which may give rise to a
differsut geneval level is that relating to tha grographic loca lon

of the populstion. Comsideration of this specis’ cheracteristie

/enables datection of ....



ensbles dastection of the areas which moat significantly influence
the changes experienced in the country's general fertility level
over a pericd of time.

It is customary in thz countries concarmed o adopﬁ a
_ strictly census dévtoioq of the population into urban and rurel.
fhis dichotomus classification is how'v?r insufiicient to detect
the areas affectively coatributing to changes i tha general
fertility level.

At the outset it should be emphesizad that the combination
of population settlement regsrded &s urban is of €30 hetevogeneous
a nature. It is knowa that, in gensral, greater development tokes
place in metropolitan urbsn aress then in other urban parts of
& country.

It ie also zeadily tc be expected thet in cities of morc
then 160.000 inhabitants the reproductive bshev cur of the population
most closely approximates that ocurring in the wetropolitan urban
area; though it i3 possible that it may be sowevhat different
due to a lower laevel of communitarian development. Finslly, the
rest of the country’'s urban populacion differe ‘rom the forme:r
two classes, and is significantly different fro: thet living ia
zural surroundings. The foregoing considexstica: lead to a sulb-
division of the urban population into three cotogories, nawely:

= Metropolitan area (urban)

» Lerga cities (over 100.000 inhabitgnie)

< Urbsn remain

/&t this level ...



At this level of dissggregation of the population the study
of fertility levels and trends cousiders the vsrlations over poxiods
of time in:

« the general fertility level

- gpecifie fercility levels, by age

~ gpecific fertility levels, by age and cuvvent place of residence

Analysis of the evelution over pctiédu of time of the lewsis
and tyends of fertility comsidering the variab!:s of age and ares
of resideunce vepresents the initial ptep for the analysis of
differentizl factors in fertility. The study oi fartility, congidering
certain differential factors, seeks to expluin the effect of perticular
vergables on the progressive formation of the fanily.

The anslysis of differential factors seeks to highlight the
dégrec of asssoecietion observable between the magnitude (oxr lew:l)
of some of these factors and the rapidity of the family'e past
ggowih, and vhat may be the final sige of family being reached at
present or in the future.

An lmportant group of factors whieh it ie of iuterest to 2ssociate
with fertility axe those falling under the demcu nation of soeiore
scongmie factuxs and wvhich avre in direect relatisc to the following
types of vaeriable:

- the educational level of the woman

« the educationel level of the husband (tho sole or lsst ausband)

« goelal and professional status of thas husbsnd (the sole oz

lsat husband)

/ psrticipetion of tha ....
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participation of the woman in economic sctivities (outside

the home)

geographiecsl mobility of the woman withian the country

survival of live-births

plece of residence of the woman iu ¢hiléhood

Thus, in considering the woman'se educstion, it ig to be
expected that, to the extent that at.:he time of her first marviaga
or union her educational level i3 lower, the preseunt aize of her
family (total number of surviving children) or, in cruder terma,
the totsl number of live children to whom she has given birth
{parity resched} will be greater them in the casa of the women,
who, at the time of her firet union, wae of & higher educatiocnsl
lavel.

On the other hand the women's educational lavel will im wmost
cases correapoend with that of her husbsad, and in the event of o
differente of level, it will tend slightly te favour thke husband.

Consideration of the educational varieble peorwmiis separatisu
of tho vonsn &ccording to their different fexzilitcy levele and
enables further progresg to be made in the study of fercilicy,
consflering other additional variabies (nuptializy, for inatence)
within the specific educational level groups.

Apart from the relationehip observed bztween the woman's

fertility end educstiocnal lavels, it is to be expocted that the

/soeial and professiona! ...



social and profesaional situation of the husbend will also

ba closely assoecisted with the parity level reached by the

woman. Since the fertility suxveys only provide information

eoncerring the cccupation of the woman's sole or last husband,

this relationship between the fertility leval zeached and the

occupation of the husbend may omly properly ba scalysed in

respeet ¢f those woman who have had only onc union, whether

or not they are currently married or in concensusl union.

The most appropriate manner of relating che total

fertiiity level reached by women who have had moxe than one

union with the occupstion of the husbend i a metter which

has not w3 yet been resolved.

Although it is possible, in some compara:ive tablea,

to adopt g detailed claesification of the scelal and pro-

fessional categoriez of husbands, such as proposed by with the

1/

World Ferzility Survey (¥FS) .

/This categoLy ...
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Professional, techiical, administrative, executive

and managerial workers

Clerical and related workave

falee workers

Farmers, farm menagoxrs sad supexvicoss, fishers,
hunters and related workers.

felf-smployed agricultural snd raimal bhusbandeg
workers

Private housshold workers: hcuseksepers, cooks, made
and xelated workers

Other sexvice and related workers, soembars of the :rmed
forces

Craftamen; skilled and semi-skilled production woriers
end trangport equipment operators

Unakiiled workers aund labouxers
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This category breakdown will not prove appropriate since
it »ill give rise to unreliabie estimates due to the smsll size
of sampls groups used in the survays. This s=ue eircumstance wiil
_not make it possible to detect significant diffarence in relation
to the fartility levels veached. With s view to schieving gresiex
stability in the estimstes, the foregoing number of categories
may be roduced to six, mewely:

= high level nom~sgricultural, non-manusl workevs

eadium or low leval unoneggricultural, noun-manusl workers

o non=agricultural akilled manual workers

noneagricultural unskilled manval workers

euricultural dependent workers

eployer and owm aceount agricultural woxkers

%hu: opening the way to considersticn of 2 minimunm cetegory
breakdwo:, as follous:

= nooeagriculiural nonemanual workers

« noa-agricultural manuel workevs

« guricultural workers

This istter would be the recommendable suwi-division where
simpltanccus cousideration is given to other varisbles.

Pariicipation of the woman In an eccunocmic sctivity, especlally
when it <auses har to be absent from home, i8 a social and econovale

varisble cicsely relsted to her fertilicy level.

/The main finteres: ..,
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The main interest in considering thés veriable lies in detacting
whether the matfied (oz in consensual union) woman workiog ocutside
the home tends te produze a smallex femily., Such an effect would
prcobably be associated with a more qfolougad period of emplorxuut,

It is thus sdvisable in the firet plasece tec compsve two groupe
of wome:: those who have worked during the marriage period and
thoge whe have not. In the cese of the latter group it is morcuver
appropriete to distimguieh between those who have never worked and
those who worked only before their merriape.

Az vagerds the group of women who have participated im econe-
mic activicies duxring merriege, it i8 advisagble to divide thew intc
two sub-groups showing whether or not they were eangaged inm such
work at the time of the suzvey. Furthermora, to avold combining
a group of women with excesaively differing periods of employment
it is smcviesble to consider the relative ifmpoztance of the lenpib
of time worked vhile marvied.

Thre: categories wmay conventionally be adopted in respect of
the ralstive importance of téme worked during marrviage.

= low porticipation (less than 1!5 of the pariod of union)

- vedium participstion (from 1/3 to 2/3 of the period of uaion)

e« high partieipstion (more thamn 2/3 of the puriod of uniou)

Due o the size of samples used osud the low degree of partiel-

pation of women In ecovomie activitiea, it is not possible to

/prepare tabulations ...
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prepave tsbulationz showing simultaneously the relstive significance
of length of time worked and the condition of engagement in such
work at the time of the survey.

Reference will now be made to the intexnel geographic mobility
variable since in general it 1s to be expected that changes of
residence may influence the reproductive performance of the womea.

Relstively prolonged residence in a given geographic location
will eneble the woman to follow the life style corresponding to
the soecis]l group to which she belongs. If the change from a rural
to an urban avea occurs in adulthcod (15 years or over) the result
on reproductive behaviour In the new area of zesidence, once the
woman hes married (ér becowme consensually united) will differ from
that had she remained indefinitely iv the rorsl ares.

It would appear that, in the World Fertility Survey, it is
consideved thet the place of renidence of the womanr in childhood
(up to 17 vesyrs of age) influences her reproductive behaviour
regardlers of her habltual area of residence st the time of the
survey.

On th2 other hend, information is not provided by the survey
regarding the womaun's place of birth, but oaly regarding whethex
or not she resldes permanently st the place of the survey. ;g
on alterna:ive, the survey providee informatica on the type of
place of the woman's residence in childhood (up to 12 yesrs of

age): whether in tie country, or in a town or city. This wmanner

/of classifying ...
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of classifylog the place of residence in childhood i3 not fﬁlly
reliable for the purpose of studying the relationship between
the woman‘s internsl geogrsphical mebility and fertility level
reached. Az an alternative, and iu the absence of information ve-
gerding place of birth and duvration of place of residence priov
to the survey, consideration may be given to whether the women

is or not a native of her current place of residence. Since the
qualificetion of curzeat area of residence, as already mentiongd,
involvea the use of four cstegories, & sub-division of these four
categories into native or non-native population will lead touusze
of a setc of wight categories, enabling approptiste association
of the woman's internal geographical ﬁobiiity with her current
fertilicy level. Although it would be possible to make a more
detailed analyris of the associstion of infent mortality and
moftalixy cecurving in the four yesrs following birth with
fertility levels, it will be essier in a firet phase of compa-
rétive analysis of the ecountries concerned, to consider only

the extart to which the number of the woman's surviving ehildren
at a2 given age may be asscciated with the subsequent growth

of hex femily.

A fivat difficulty in the énalysia of this type of relsticn-
ship congists in éhe clection of the most adviseble group of
women for aueh a study. For instance, the advieability may
" ba acceptad of considerfng the women who have been married
{(or in consensual union) fuy at least 10 vears and who have,
or have bad, sufficient time asheod of then fo replace any decevsed

children. A further iimitetion might be to selesct women who have

/had only one ....
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had only one hysband (or consensuzl partner) during thelr fertile
1ife in union, Finelly, the snalysis will consider the influence
of esrly mexviages or consensual unions on the survival of the

childzen.

« HNuptisiicy sud intervals between birthe

A¢ already mentioned on commencing to consider the accioc-
econom’.c veriables, the basic purpose of the analysis is to
identify those groups of women whose levels of fertility reached
may differ significantly.

It ie agreed that soclo-econcmic variables do not direetly
influenee the reproductive behaviour of women but that the variables
in what we ehill refer to se "auptislity™ are those of more direct
influence {n the formation of t. e family. Om the other hand, iw
their econjugil life the women sud her psrtner may tske gppropriaste
gteps to ny:ce their children and raise & feaily of conventional
gize, These Zurther varigbles, which add interest to the enslysis
of nupzial.zy, will be considered later in greater detail on snalyging
the varii'les in what we shell describe as "family planning”.

In thoe study of the association between nuptiality varisbles
and ferilicy the intention is to examine directly the wanner ieo
which =wily growth varles ia d:reet relaticn to permenence in the
union of the eouple.

/The union ...
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The union of tie coupls 18 known to be either legal or coa~
gensual in nature. In the surveys it is permissible to deduce
that the uaion‘is legal 1f the woman declave she is “married".
This kind of answer, however, will not necessarily mean that
the woman i3 legally married. Furthermore, situstions may occur
vhere ¢ue to the shoxt duration of consensual union of s couple,
ond apecially 4f this form of civil status took place some
timé before the date of the survey, the womsn may declare
herself to be s single, Similarly, the possibility exists that
some marziad or separsted women, being recently in consensual
union, nzy not declare their true marital status.

Although the type of union impliea z grester or lesser
- durstion, clear distinction between a legzl end 2 consensual
uvnior iz not pessible. Comsequently, in the intended comparisons,
these two marital statuses exe placed in oune sola category.

The seme unstable circumstance in some unions may be found
in the czse of a womsn who remaxries or becomes consensually
united mcr~ than once after widowhood or scpsration from her
firat husband. The growth of the fawmily iz associated with such
gegquence in gtatus to the extent that & grester or shorter
lengtﬁ of nestral time mey have ocurred batween aach pexriod

of unicu.

/For the study ...




16

For the etudy of intervals between births it is necessary
to distinguish between those women who have Bad only ome union
and thoze who have had two or more unions. If the length of
pestral time - i.e, lack of husband or consensual partnexr -
elspsing hetween two successive periode of union is relatively
short, it may be a28sumed that the rvate of family growth will
not be sppreciably effected and, at the same time, that the
effect of such a circumstance oun variations in the length of
interval between birthe will not be liﬁnificant.

Finally, if it is desired to compave the marital struc-
tures cof the population in fertile sge st the zime of the survay
oy et & uniform time in different countries - bearing in mind
that the dates of the various surveys carvried out do not
coincide = the "curremt" structure of mesrital status will
always be of iunterast.

It the intended anslyses associating cuvrent nuptiality
with fertility, the following categories of civil status are
comnsideved:

= wimen eurzently married or in consensuaml union hebing

had one union only

= gomen eurrently marvied or in consemsuel unionm heving

had two unions

fwomen currently ...
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~ women currently maxried or in consensual union having

had three or more unions

3

widows

8

sepavated or divorced women

single

In other types of analyais it ig neceesayy only to considex
if the woran hes at amy time been married or united. In this caea
the categories of civil status counsicered ave the following:

- married or in eoasensuval union, with one union oanly

» negried oz dn couvensusl union, with two unions

- narried or in consensuwal union, with three or more unions

These sub~divisions of marital status should be relsted to
the duzation of the first union (or the ssle union in the case of
mdst women) or to the totgl durstion of all the woman's unions
(additicn of the dursticn of esch period of union).

Mereover, the duration of the first unfon should be assocliated
‘with the ege at whieh it tock place, being it resasonsble to ex@ect
tha£ in come cases wheve the union has taken plsce at too early
‘an age it could mean a shorter durstion of such a first union.
Similarly, a significantly latg firat union mey be of ashorter
duration to the extent that the woman may have worked before

beconing united.

fIn the cgse ....
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In the case of women who have had wore than one union it is
extremely difficult to associste the total Juration of such uniong
with the level of fertility reached, since the ags at which the
first uwnlon ended aud the duratien of subsequent unions wmay be
expected to influwence the finding.

I{ the first union takes place at a vexy esrly age aad is
of short duratiom, and the 2econd cccurs before the age of 25 and
is of relatively long duration, it I8 to be expected that the
fertilicy level reached by the women will not diffexr from that
of womer united only once, and whose first marvisge or consensual
“union toock place at & later age.

It is for 211 these ressons that in the comperative tables
that have beman drawm ﬁp, the duration of union represents in scae
cagsas the durstion of the first union only, whereas in othevxs it
refers to the total time of the woman's mavital experience.

Av analysis of the ssscciatlion between nuptialéty and
fertility ip tie case of a womsn who hes hai only ome unicn will
undoubpadlyv be that vhieh precents the least difficulty. Some
wvonen Wi heve had more than one unicn may also be included ia
some of the compavisons presented, provided thelr periods of
non=expciure to coneeption have been velatively short and they
may thus be considered as being uvnder continocus risk,

Te sim up: the basic nuptinlity variables considered are:

= zarital state, present and past

= age at first marriage or uniom

= durgtion of firet union

- ¢ot:al durstion of unions

/As regavds ...
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As regards marital atatus,reference has already been made
to the various ca:egorieé to be used whether the anslysis refers
to recent or past fertility.

A3 vegards the various categories which may be considered
in dealing with age at firet warxriage or vmion, the World Survey
congiders the following seven age categories:

= under 13

e 15=17

18-19

= 20=21
- 22=24

2529

30 oxr above

]

Howaver, thiz breskdowm will prove to be too extensive in
a2 comparative analyeis in which, epsrt from this varisble, it is
necesagry simultenecusly to consider other variables,

Furthermore, the compsrative tablem sre crose-tazbulations
showing sumerized measurements of fertility. For these reasons
it is =i sable to reduce the foregoing seven crtegories to five,
namely:

= under 15

= 15=19

= 224

= 25 <29

= 30 or above

/eince these age ...



since these sge clessifications are more in accordance, with
the traditional fivee-year age groups for which fertility
nessurementd , recent oy past, are customarily calculated.

Siree the number of women who maryy or become consensuzlly
united for the first time at the age of 25 or wore is very small,
these five categories may be further reduced by cambiniang the
last two groups.

it hes been judged inappzopriate to reduce to less than
four the number of categories of age at firet marriage or union
unless strictly necesssry due to the comparative tebulations
compricing more than three variables simultanecusly. In this
exceptioral instance, consideration could perhaps be given
to employing the simple binary sub-division.

« ynder 20 yeara; 20 or more yeers

An vegards duration of union, no problem oceccurs in the
snalysis of dts essoclation with fertility in the cesse of wownn»
who heve besn united only onee. Since tha comparative analysis
does not, for the present, raquire the constrxuction of nuptiality
tables, in order to compare summerfsed indicstors inferred
from thooe tables the categories to be employed for the duraticn

of unicn ave:

[e 0=4 yesrs ...
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8-4 years

5-9 ysars

19=14 yeasrs

¢

15«19 years

20 oxr moxe years

In some cases it will be advisable to exclude the coupariscons
the first-mentiousd categoxy eéince, vhaeze the durvation of the uniow
iz less than fiwe yeays, it iz improbable that the rveproductive
behaviour of women will differ significautly or that any definite
tendency will be observed im regard to the final future size of
the family.

it has been comsidered advisable that, together with the
study of the association between different types of hnion and
fertiliry, congideration alao be given to thﬁ gnalysis of variations
in the intervels between births. Similerly, it 418 of interest to
exgmine the length of time elapsing between the moment of fivst
unicn and first birth.

The comparaetive analyais takes intoc account the relstive
significence of women aceording to their lavel of parity reachad.
In the determinstion of the interval between first uniom and first
birth, s1l women who have had at least one child are comsidered;
in the first intervasl between births all women who have had at
leest twc children are considered, snd so on. Movreovar, in these
comparisons the proups of women are sufficiently differentiated

since psrallel consideration is given to the duretion of union.

/The availability of ....
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The availabifity of these melative pavity values ensbles
meggurencuts to be deduced of their progression (or growth in
gize of femily) which may be used to compare vomer of different
social and economic levels.

Although it is nct appropriate 4n a comparative study to
include figures of the relative variabllity of tue intervals
batwaen birthe, calculation of the measurements of relative
variation of these pavrameters has been envisaged, with a view
to detgcting the differences vhich may effectivaly exist in
different groups of women.

The leagth of the varioms intervalszs between births cons-
titute appropriate measurement bases to esiimste tle growth
expectation of femilies eurvently in process of foimation, or
alterpatively to estimste their final probsble sigze.

As is well knowm, thellength of theee intervals, under
conditione of natural fertility, depends to a coansidersble extent
on the level of fecuadability. This vsrieble probability in
econception 18 closely associsted with the women's age, this
being a faature of incresesing significance to vhe exten: that
the ordex of live birthe incresses. Some invesiigations have
shown that, in certain groups of women, a further relatively
important fector in the variation in length of (he intervals
batwean Dizths, 18 that relating to the temporary infecundity of
the woman after teswination of the period of pregisncy.

/Family *lanning ...
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On the other hand, the length of intexval between birthe may
vary to the extent that the women's pregnancies end in abortionm
(spontaneous or induced) or that family piacning methods ave
being employed for the spacing of children.

The size of fawily at & given time during the course of
marital 1ife may have been regulated by the effects of family
planning commenced some time previocusly. In respect of family
size, farily planning may be defined as the combination of measures
taken by the couple to enable the woman to produce childrem at
the timee considered most appropriste. Femily planning may be
carried out through the use of contraceptive deviees or producto,
or by the adoption of rules of conduct in sexual velations to
prevent the women from becoming pregnant.

it has bean proved that rules of conduet axe not guffielfently
efficacioun to avold pregaancy and that it is wore advisable that
the woman adopts the uss of certain devices or products for
contraceptive purposes. As 18 well known, the efficacy of
contraceptiva ¢ depends, not only on their clinical efficiency
but on their unintarrupted uge. It may always be expected that
some woman will becomwe pregnant imvoluntarily in spite of using
& particular coutraceptive. This probability will progressively

/dininilh to the oo
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diminisk to the extent that the coutraceptive {a efficacious.
On the cther hand, some contraceptiive devices ¢r products may
have the disadvantage of ceusing ccllateral consequences vhich
may sppreciably affect the woman's lealth, In such cases it
becomes aacessary temporarily to discoantinue usa of the countra-
capkive; or to discard ii permscently (£ the ec’lateral effect
is severa,

No attempt will be made in the cozpsmative analysis to
quantify the relative effect on fertilit; of family planning
in geune:al or of the use of the various cuntracaptive methods
in compevigon with the effect of other variibles,

Az in the case of the varisbles slzead econsidered, the
analysis attempts only to highlight the degre. of association
exigsting between the use of fawmily planning metliods and fertility
levels. l

Ir sccordance with this principle, the stuwy of the
ralatiovship between fomily plarning end the ferti ity level
comuences with considexation of the significance of (ertain
groups of women o respect of their contraceptive praciices.

Tha information on family planning a: the present \ime ig
in principle the most reliable snd that of the grestest uva. It
open® the way subsequently to relste the difierent marital
conditicne of women with their pexity performance.

/Aft!( 4 thﬁ mmou ese



25

After the woman's lsst live birth, she may have been using
scme form of contraceptive method to avoid pregvoncy, success in
this respest depending upon the efficacy of the wethod employed.
In respect of efficaciouns methods, the cese may cccur of women
who have ¢ lscontinued using the method bacause t!ey wished to
conceive ¢1d who are alveady pregnant at the timc of the survey.

Othe s women previously uging contraceptive wmethods may have
discoatinuead tﬁem with a view to pregnaney, but due to their
fecundability level, are nct yet pregnent at the time of the
survey.

An iateresting group is that of the women vheo, having waed
contracept .ve methods, sre currently pregusat du- to the low
efficacy of the method used (involuatmry pregasn-v). A further
group of i.terest i¢ those woman who, not havinzg seen sterilized
nor gctive'.y employing family planning wethods a¢ the time of
the survey, had been engaged in the latter practiue prior to
the birth £ their last child. To the foregoing ; -oups should
be added t ose women who have never resorted to "mmily plaaning
methode, 4°d those who have been sterilized.

Thus the various cetegovies considered im regerd to the
use of act've femily planning, are a8 follows:

= ew:rently in use, no further childyen dasired

= ewrently in use, children being spaced

/ - ‘.thod ¢ 'Cmtim‘d ore9
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- methed discontinued, desired yregnancy having ocrurred

; method discontinved, pregnancy currently wished

« method discontinued, for other x2asons

« method discontinved, due to ivvoluntary pregnanc

- ha® used method prior to last Live bixth

= has never used method, eurrently pregnant

<« has never used wethod, current'y not greguant

« gterilized

Although meantion hea heen wmade Tﬁ@f the informatic: om the
curcvent family planning'lituation is rn/?:IIy relied on, it is
algo worth while examining whet has occurred with the wsc of
contraceptive methode sivce the womsm fi-at began to use "hewm,

For this purpose the comparative gnalysis couside:r: the
cizcumstance of active femily planning i relstion to 2 + man's
entive marital experience (ever-users).

The categories adopted for this puirpose are:

» gurrently in use, with uae in previcus intervals

3

currently in use, without use ‘v pravious inter: @
- has used only in lotset closec i 1cermal

- hao used in latest and former closed intervale

- has used only in open jatervals

= hes uwsed in uvpen and former intecrvals

- has never usaed

currently storilized

/It mey be ...
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It may be assumed that sterilization h:s taken place wiica the
woman has had certdin haalth problems duxing her pregnancies, It
may algo happen that the woman has had problcems fn the use of
contraceptive methods and that, preseriptica of a particulex
method not being possible, sterilization has ceen resorted to
because of 3 wish to avold the women's pregacacy.

. Meatiom has also already been made that 2 womsn who ha
been using a particular. planning uethqé way f2il in the attem
to avold pregnancy, éﬁis being Iliéetitcd with low efficacy of
the type of method used. Alwsys bearing in miad that the coup e«
tive tabics are erospetabulations and should ha essy to anelyi o,
it is advisable to asssmble the family plarning methods into
two lsrge groups asccording to their relstiv: afficiency, name. '

= gfficient mcthods: IUD, pill, injeciion

« inefficlent mathods: condowm, thythw K withdrawsl, othe:
leaving in 8 sgparate cetegory though of re.stively small sign ficence,
tha grou: of women who have besn sterfilised.

Unier these econditions the circumstance of the woman's sctivity
in regard co family plsaning, congidering the relative efficisncy
of the muthods employed, may b summarized Ly uvsing the foliowAag
categorina

/=currently uses ...
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§

currently uses an efficient mesthod

currently uses an . isvefficient mothod

no method in use, though has used previously

no method ever used

13

e gtevilizgad

it is understood that thesa categorics, according te¢

the

relative efficsey level of the methods concerned, sexve s¢ @

basis on whieh to analyze the sssociaticn existing betweer

the

level of parity reached and other variables such as those of a

socic-economic nature.
In 2 small numbexr of cowparative tables it hez been

sidexrcd necessary to give prominence to the velative iupor

of an gpecific coatraceptive method fn compswison with oth

For a@u¢ch comparison, the csiegories used arg:

« for the effieien: methods: IUD, 111, other

= for imefficieut methods: condom. rhytbm, withdrav
other inefficient wethods, such as the ure of diagraphm or
jellice, belng dealt with ecpavately frow the above hroup.

The information concexniﬁg family ‘ovamation obtailned
the surveys so far carried out shows in the cese of certail
sacto g of population, especially those ‘n rural aress, tt
the proportion of women using contracept ve mathods is ve:

/This circumstance ...

LOne
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Thie circumatance points to the necessity of analyzing the
association existing between genexrslly hizh fertility levals
with sn absence of the practice of family planning methods,

This leads ue to exsmine in yerticuiar the group o woman
vho have ne§et wade use of family plenring methods. From: :the
results of the various fextility survers, 1t {& ponaible :o
determine that this group ie numercns, 2vabling it to be
appreciably disaggregated to analyze tha relationship be wzen
the non-ute of contraceptive methods snd the paricy leve 3
reached.

Initially, it is possible to snalyze the extemt to which
the non-use by women of fawily planning i3 asgoeisted wi:: the
degree of kunowledge concerning contrvacap’ ive methods. In the
cas: of women who are aware of the methodis but have not 3sorted
to cheir use, it 19 likely that this 1. (ua to their con:ldering
but the nuwmber of thelx surviving childrea is below the wsaber
plenned and, 8o long &0 the curvent nunber of childrean i+ inferfor
to “hat figure, they will not wish to u2c contraceptive @ 2:hods.

The case wmay oceur wvhere, being swire of afficient zomtraceptive
met-ods and wishing to use them, the womra ie not asble t- do so
dus to lack of couvenient access tc fasily planning serv/:cas. Nor
is 't possible to overlocl: the group of vomen who, havie,
knoviedge of contraceptive methoeds, will on no account u = them.

In the case of the woman who 18 igrorent of contrac2ptive
methode, this situation will not be sigalficant 1% she h. besn
marrizd or consensuslly vunited for 2 faw yemrs only, but the
cags will be different where womsn, becsusze of the great t duration

/of their mery 3@ ...
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of their marrisge or high parity resched, ave induecing sbortion of
their pregnancies.

This variety of eivcumstances leéie ua to divide the women who
have never eaployed eoatvsceptives into the following categovies:

- those whe ay2 zhnowledge of wuethods but reject their use

- those who have knowledge of methcds and intend to use them

in the future

= those who have knowledge of methods , wish to use thenm,

but do not have ascecess to famiiy planning services.

= those who are unaware of methods and do not resort to

abortion

= those who are unsware of methods and resort to abortiom

0f all the sbove groupe, that of gyaatest interest €ox
purpozes of action {8 the group thst has vever made use of
fanily planning methods becsuse of unawaron:ss of their exiztence
and for this resson gre rvesorting te induced abortion im ovder -
to cortrol the growth of their fsmily.

Similexly, the group of women who, haring knowledge of
cdntr&captive wethods, reject any possibilicy of using thes at
presernt or in the future, deserve epecial analysis in future
studice.

Both the third and fifth groups in the foregoing listing

shoulé Le exemimed inm the light of the different classes of soggal

/ and ecomomie ....
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aud economie variebles already referrvred vo. and it 18 even poeaible
to devise some tabulations taking into scecunt the existevce in

the home of means of oxal Jdiffusion of faformation such as the
posacoslion of 8 vadio; snd the possibility of the woman making

uge of mother-and=child health services.

The two latter aspectz have not been consideved in tie
compezetive atudy, only a few tabulstionz aving been designed ia
which the lack of contraceptive practiecs together with gbaence
of koowledge concerning mothods is associsied with variables such
ag the current place of residence of the woman and her educational

level.

= Expected size of family

(n examining tha sssociation betwean fawmily planning ond
fertility levels in the verious circumstances considered :
charzctevistisging or distinguishing the we w@an's current o1 ‘uture
contracaptive practive, some categories e e estabiished in which
the vonan's desire to have an additicnal wmber of childrer. or not
is ccneldered.

ly reference to the various intendod comparative tal <8,
it ie hoped to examine the velationship uvhich should exist hetween
the wigh to have sdditional children and the adequete ach!: vement
c¢f this objective fhrough fasmily plamainz wetbods,

Jit is known that ....



3z

Tt is knowa that the fertility surveys carried out in areas
where vital statistiecel systems have not yet been sufficiently
developed have as their primary purpose the determinmation of
measurements of the levels and trends of fertility.

In the comparative analysis of fertilitcy date where & high
level of positive comparison existe a» betwezn the countries surveyed,
this tvpe of study constitutes onme of the bailec aspecte cof -malysie.

“he present comparative analysis shoull be continued with
subsequent chapters designed to exsmine the a3sociation existing
between fertility levele amd the parciculsr levels of certain
verisbiean 4in ovder to enable identificaticn of the groups of women
phowing significently different levela of fertilicy.

i3 hus already been mentioned, these ave the socio-econcmic
varisblee, swong which the differentiating effect of the wouan'e
educatiangl level is of jwportance, &5 in tho srea of residonce
and participption in economic accivity outside the howe.

put 4£, in effect, varisbles of this t pe enable the
analysis of fertility differentisls, it beccres necessary t
expand tkis exsminstion and incorporate other groups of varicvles
which zre more direcily linked with reproductive behaviour, sueh
&5 the veriasbles in nuptiality znd family plenaing.

#lthough it would theorvetécally be poscible, based on the
analyses carvied out, to estimete the future family sizes of the
various groups of women of fertile age, it would not prove

/redundant to confirm . .-
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redundant to confirm such forecasts with refevence to she survey
data ecncerning the number of additicnsl ehildren desired.

It iz to bs expected that this type of inf.rmetion is pot
fully reliable since the quality of the information depends not
only on the women's curreat sge, the length of time of her
marxiage or unfon, &nd the future stability of the union, but
on 8 series of socio-eeconomic and paychologienl factorxs. Om the
other hend, in providing informatiorn regardin: the "ideal" number
of children, the surveys constitute an opportunity for different
types of comparison. Such information could, im effect, be
combined to create the variebla: ®nwmber of c¢hildren forseen®,
obtained by adding the number of the womsn's children (perity
zeached) to the vumber of additional childron desired.

By veferenca to the various comparstive tables it msy be
confirmed, for inetance, that in the case of woman mavrying st
&n aerly sge, the number of children foregean is greater thar
that regarded as ideal, the reverse occurring in the case of
women mergying at a2 later age.

Congequently, in the comparvative anelysin proposed, the
cloging chapter would examine the association which may exiet
between "he foreseen size of family and the dffferent;ation

verisble: alrveady mentioned.

/TO B UPlaoeo

CELADE - SISTEMA DOCPAL
DOCUMENTACION
SOBRE POBLACI. N
AMERICA LATINA




34

To sum up: the compsrative study comprises the following
chapters :

Chapter 1 - Introduction

Chapter 2 Sample designe and their faliabilipy

Chspter 3 Fertility levels and trends

Chapter & Socio=economic differences in the patterns of
raproduction

Chapter 5 Nuptielity and its relationship with fertility

chlpter:6 Family plenning and fextility

Chapter 7 Differentials in foresesen size of family



