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DESCRIPTION OF SOME CIVIL RBGISTRATION SERVICES
 IN IATIN AMERICA )

1. Background and purpose of the study

"One of the aims of the Second Inter-American Seminer on Civil
Registration is to study the civil reégistration systems in each country
and territory in latin America, - For ‘this purpose the ECIA secretariat,
in ¢ollaboration with some of the other sponsoring organizations, drew
up a questiornnaire to provide the basis for a description of the organ--
ization and main operational features of the civil registration systems,
.and asked the countries and territories in question to be kind enotigh to
prepare their description in accordance. with the suggested outline,

The present document was prepared on the basis of the replies
received from countries and individual participants, and is intended to
give a general summary of the principal features of the civil registration
services in Latin America today, - : '

2, Scope of the study, and the existence of some gaps

The questionnaire, which is reproduced as the annex to the present
document, was sent to twenty-five countries, and replies were received
from fifteen (Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, €hile, Colombia, Costa
Rica, Guatemala, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Trinidad and Tobago,
the United States and Venezuela), 1/ The documents sent in did not
always adhere closely to the linés of the questiornaire, which made the
analysis somewhat more difficult, In some cases certain aspects were
omitted, and in others the comments made were rather vague, However,
the material gathered can be regarded as a useful basis for the discussion
of the subject, : '

3. Comments by subject

There now follows a brief commentary on each of the subjects orF
organizational and operational aspects stressed in the questiommaire.

(1) Historical review., A historical review of develorments -in the
fifteen countries covered by this analysis reveal the following facts:
(a) The civil registration services on the American continent had their
immediate origin in the ecclesiastical registers that persisted, as a
general rule, into the second half of the last century, (b) The civil
registration services were-established at about the same pericd, and
have an average history of about eighty years (as regards Argentina, the
date taken into account is that of the legislation for the Province of

1/ After the present document had already been prepared, replies were
received from three more countries, El Salvador, Haiti and Puerto Rico.

/Buenos Aires
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Buenos Aires, and it is recognized that im other provinces the legislation
is of a later date), Exceptions to the general rule are the legislation
of the Colony of Virginia in the United States, which goes back to 1632

and is the first on the whole of the American continent, and the Panamanian
legislation, which dates from 1912 and entered into force in 1914, {c) The
basic legislation now in force can be regarded as out of date, since on the
average it was enacted more than twenty-four years age, and since then the -
Iatin American countries have developed considerably in the economic, secial,
political ard administrative spheres, « One indication of the situation is
that the legislation in guestion has nndergone mmerous amendments, (d) Xo
country has made an attempt to modernize and cedify jits civil reg:strat:.on
laws; and consequently not only is it difficult to grasp and apply these
laws, but the progress of the organizations involved is hampered. - ..
(2) Organ:.zation of the service. In six countries (Bolivia, Costa Rica,
Chile, Panama, Paraguay, and Trinidad and Tobago) the civil registration
service is a‘centralized system, that is, it is run by a central office
that'directs, inspects and co-ordinates the activities of the local
offices, In four of these countries (Bolivia, Chile, Paraguay, and .
Trirddad and Tobago) the service as a whole is autonomous, and in the
remaining two. (Costa Rica and Panama) it comes under ‘the Cent.ral

Electoral Tribunal.

In the other nine countrles, on the other hand “the civil reglstration
systeln is-decentralized,  In five of these countnes (Golombla, Guatemala,
Nicaragua, Peru and Venezuela) and in some. .provinces in Argentina, the
service comes under the municipaiity, In Brazil it is under the suthority
of the judicial power, and in the. United States is under the Public Health
Semce. .

{3)- MM_WM- 0f the six countries that |
have a centralized service, involving a director or chief of the whole,
Chile, Costa Rica and Panama require a qualified Jawyer for this post,

and Panama requires, in add:.tion, ten years of professional experience,

In Bolivia the only requirement is a course of legal study, unspecified;

in Para.guay there are no special requirements, and Trinidad and Tobago
provide ne information on this point, In most of the prov:.nces of o
Canada the provincial director of the civil registration service is not
required to have a umverﬂty degree in statistics but he must have high
proféssional training or experience in administration, ability to implement
legal requiranents, a keen :judganent a.nd techmcal tralning in methodology.

With respect to’ the reglst.rars and other offlclals, no entrance
requirements aré laid down in seven courtries (Brazil, Colombia, Costa
Rica, - Panama, Paraguay, Peru-and Venezuela), or in the departments of
Guatemala. ' In Guatemala City; on:the other hand, and. in the national
and district or deparimental cap:.tals of N:Lcaragua, the officials must
be lawyers or notaries public, In Chile the requirements are a complete
secondary education and a prior training course, In the non--capltal ‘

/cit:tes and
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cities and in the towns and villages in Nicaragua’ ﬁhe oi‘f:l.c:.al must have
had some legal training, In Bolivia some.prior training is required,
With respect to the United States, although.mo gensral rule applies in
all States, it is made clear that in general these posts are filled by
profesgionals, In Canada most of the local registrarships are part-time
posts filled, according to the importance of the place concerned, by the
mayor, judge, medical officer of health or other responsible citizen such
as postmaster or farmer, Trinidad and Tobago did not furnish information
on this point.' . '

In only two of the countries that replied to the questmma:.re (Chile
and Paraguay) are the registrars officials of the central goverrment, with
security of tenure and promotion opportunities, slthough this is also the
situvation in most States in the United States, In the other countries
civil registration officials are generally murdcipal employees without
security of tenure or pramotion opportunities, Consequently most of the
countries have not succeeded in carrying out the recommendation'on this
point by the first Inter-iAmerican Sauinar on Civil Registration,

With respect to rates of pay, apart from the United States and
Canada (and probably Trinidad and Tobago, which did not furnish informa-
tion on this point), the situation of registrars is unsa.tlsfactory.

As regards ineservice training, only Argentlna, Candda, Chile and
the United States report regular a.ct.lvz.t:l.es in this field, ‘

L) Functions of the registrars, The replies to the quest.ionna:.re
indicate that in Latin America registrars fulfil a number of different
functions — legal, statistical, social, identification, and social
welfare. In all the countries that r-ephed registrars carry out legal
and statistical functionms, although those are not always their main
funetions. In five countries they undertake activities relating to

the electoral registers or the electoral process itself, although .
usually in a sporad::.c form, In two countries the reg:.strar also has
respongsibilities in the field of social welfare, in the form of advice
and assistance to the heedy. In the Province of Buenos Aires in
Argentina the registrar also became responsible after 1 Jamary 1964
for identification of mew-born infants, and this system will gradually
~be extended to the other provinces, In Chile there has been a single
agency for civil registration and identification since 1943, and thus -
the registrars also have responsibilities in the field of identification.
There are now about thirty local offices dealing with both subjects, and
it is expected that the mumber of these. joint offices will gradually
increase until they include all the existing -local offices. . In eight
comt.riés, under the existing-organization-local registrarships are -
held in some or all parts of the country by.such officials as mayors,
correg;dores, justices of the peace, Municipal Clerks, ete

consequently the reglstrata.on activ:.f.les cannot be regardeé as the

main function performed. o : : .

sy sumrﬁ'sing
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(5) Supervising the work of the registrars. The foms of eontrol most
often used for the civil registration services in the American continent

are, in order of frequency, visits of inspection, and examination of
entries and items, Indirect forms of control include gquantitative and
qualitative examination of the statistical report. Visits of inspection
are the main means of -control in eight countries, and four countries rely
mainly on inspection of entries, Chile ¢onstitutes an exception by using
both means, and Canada‘uses, in addition to those two means, instruction
manuals and specific instructions from the Registrar~General and from the
inspection service, Examination of the statistical report is carried out
in four countries, ard two countries use no specific methods of control,
In the United States there is no uniform general rule applied at the
national level; each State has its own means of checking the activities
of the registration offices, but no detailed information is given about
the methods used, |

It is clear that in general insufficient importance is attached to
checking activities, which can do so much to improve the quality of the -
registrars? work, Furthermore it should be noted that apart from Canada,
no country has furnished information about the use of other more-effective
and up~to-date methods of control, such as visits by consultants, which
can also broaden the official's knowledge and help to prevent future
shortecomings,

(6) Coverage of the register. "Nine coumtries {Argentina, Canada, Chile,
Costa Rica, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Trinidad and Tobago, and the
United States) report that their civil registration services cover the
whole population and 21l parts of the country, but for some of these

- countries this achievement seems somewhat thecretical, since the coverage
is known not to include the forest areas and population groups that are
still living outside modern civilization, Four countries (Brazil, Colombia,
Peru and Venezuela) admit that their registration system does not include
indigenous groups, In Bolivia the real facts are not known,and Guatemala
did not reply on this point,

{7) Registratiop zones. GCenerally speaking the replies on this point
were incomplete, Nevertheless, certain conclusions can be drawn. (a) In
all cases (except Argentina and Bolivia, whose replies are not sufficiemtly
explicit) the registration zones are the same as the basic territorial
divisions of the country, and consequently are referred to as municipalities,
parishes, districts, communes, ete,” (b) Except in Canada and the United
States, which are referred to below, the area and boundaries of the zones
have not been determined in the light of what is desirable or necessary
from the standpoint- of civil registration, (c) Only Costa Rica and Panama
specifically refer to the area and population of the registration zones,

In Costa Rica each zone covers an average of 107 square kilometres and
3,000 persons, and in Panama, 146 square kilometres and 2,341 persons,

{d) Apart from Canada and the United States, Costa Rica and Panama are

the only two countries that have established registration zones with an
area and population in line with the resources of the loecal registration
office,

/In any
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In any case, the problem in Iatin America is how to achieve a-
suitable division of the country into registration-zores that will"
permit the registrar to exerc:.se :proper cont.rol over h::.s territory.

“In the United States, the. problem is. t.he reverse, since the
advanced level of transport and communications, urbanization, map.
maklng .and community spdrit, have permitted consolidation of regis-.
tration zones without any r:.sk of weakening the registrar's control
over the territory for whlch he is responslble. = .

(8) Reglstrat.ion doctmlents. Eleven count.ries have reported that they
use bound books, Trimidad and Tobago provided no ini‘oxmatlon on this
po:mt. Canada uses individual record forms, -In Chile one of the two
copies of the register is in the form of a book, and the other in the
form of irdividual record forms, M the United Sta.tes an individual -
record form is’ generally used, but, in same States, such as Massachusetts,'
a book is used, . e e ‘ e

Except in €anada ard Golombla; vhere only a single copy of the
register-is kept, and the United States, where several different systems
are used, the other'countries that replied keep their récord of vital
events in duplicate,. a.lthough in Brazil, Chile, Costa Rica, Guatemala
and Panama the two copies are not 1dentical, beCause it is not regarded
as essential that they should be. : T

A1l the countries that replled keep a separate book or record fonn,-
as the case may be, for each category of vital event, except Colombia,
where in the smallest of the territorial divisions used for registration -
purposes only a gingle book is kept. in which are recorded b;rths, marr:.ages,
deaths and legit.imatlons. ' o : )

In slx countries (Bo}.ivia, Chz.le, Costa Rlca., Guatemala Dﬁ.caragua '
and Paraguay), and presumably also .in Trinidad-and Tobago, one copy of’
the record is held locally and the ot.her in a central national archive,
In five countries (Argentina, Brazil, Peru, the United States and Vene--
zuela) the second copy of the regist&r is kept- by the '‘State-or pro*nnce, i
and consequently there is no central national archive, ~In Canada the
register is kept in-the central office of the province concerned,
in Colombia in the Notarfas, As regards the. United Statés, it must be
added that by agreement with the national office dealing with vital
statistics, the States send a copy of their registration errtr:.es to .
Washington, where the nationsl statistics are published, " In Panama the
local registrar sends to the capital the book. in which the entries are
made, which are then transferred to the central record book, and thus
no copy of entries or items is kept locally, X

(9) Amendments.of -entries or ifems. Apart from Trlmdad a.rxi ‘Tobago,
which did not furnish information in ‘this point the other -countries

reported that they use judicial or administrative procedures to, correct
or amend items, or that it ceuld be done by agreement. between the parties

J/eoncerned and
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concerned and the registrar, Generally speakdng judicial procedures are
used only in cases of serious error, or mistakes of a fundamental nature,
and the other two methods are used to amend less important errors, such
as those involving spelling or not affecting the legal status of the
subject of the entry, -In Guatemala arnd Venezuela all three of the above
procedures- ¢can be used, according to the circumstances, In eight courtries
(Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Micaragua, Panama ard
Peru) both judicial and administrative procedures czn be used, although
the standard used to decide which is applicable is not the same in both
countries, In Bolivia and Paraguay civil registration entries can only
be amended by judicial procedure, ard iin Canada only by administrative.
procedure, In eight out of the twelve countries that replied on this
point changes in the legal status of the person coencerned (by recognition
or legitimation, for example) are made in the form not of an actual
correction of the entry, but of a marginal note on the document in
question, In the United States there is no generally applicable rule,
since the procedure varies from Staté to State, but all have some
suitable method for amending entries,

(30) Definitions of live birth, foetal death and marriage, In ten countries
(Argentina, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Nicaragua, Panama,
Paraguay and the United States) the definitions or legel concepts concerned
agree in gubstance, if not in form, with the internationally recommended
definitions of these three vital events. The definition of stillbirth
adopted by Canada excludes early foetal deaths as defined by the World
Health Organization in 1950, In Argentina the agreement of definitions
relates only to the Province of Buenos Aires; although no information is
furnished for the other provinces, it is understood that their definitions
are not always in accordance with the international criteria, In Bolivia,
Guatemala and Venezuela the national legal definitions are not in line

with those recommended by the United Nations, Peru did not provide
sufficient information to permit placing it in either category, and
Trinidad and Tobago did not reply on this point,

- - -

(11) Statistical reports, In eight countries {Canada, Chile, Colombia,
Costa Rica, Panama, Peru, Trinidad and-Tobago and the United States) are

in the form of individual certificates, and in five others (Bolivia, Brazil,
Guatemala, Micaragua and Paraguay) the report is in the form of a schedule
listing, Venezuela uses both types, since the information is sent to the
Depariment of Statistics, at the Ministry of Development, in the form of
individual certificates, and to the Division of Vital Statistics at .the
Ministry of Health in the form of a listing., Argentina did not specify
what type of report is used. o ‘ ‘

With respeet to instruetions on the method of using the statistical
report, eight countries (Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Guatemala,
Panama, Peru and Venezuela) stated that such instructions exist and are
in use, Brazil, Nicaragua and Paraguay report that no instructions are
issued, and the remaining countries furnished no information on the point,

/In Canada,



ST/ECLA/CONF,19/1,9
Page 7

In Canada, Chile and Costa Rica the civil registration service
helps to determine the content and form of the statistical report, In
seven countries (Brazil, Colombia, Micaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru and
Venezuela) the service takes no part in this task, and the remaining
courtries furnished no information on the point,

(12) Inter~institutional relations of the civil registration service.

The replies received show that the civil registration service, as might

be expected, maintains relations with many goverrment departments, ineluding
those dealing with statistics, health, eléctoral arrangements, identification
and conseription for military service, In order of frequency, these rela-
tions are as follows: in all the countrieg that replied the civil registra~
tion service maintains functional relations with the statistical and health
services; in nine with the ele¢toral services; in six with the identifica-
tion and conscription services, In nine countries the  service also maintains
relations with such other institutions as universities, social security
services, etc, |

The fact that all the countries that replied report that the service
maintains relations with the statistical and health services, and that it
is responsible for the collection of statistical data, seems to indicate
some duplication between the statistical and health services in the
processing of statistics,

(13) Committee on Vital and Health Statistics., Of the fifteen countries
that replied, eleven_zArgentina, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa
Rica, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, the United States and Venezuela) have
committees on vital and health statisties, The longest established are
those in Canada (1945), ard in Brazil, Paraguay and Venezuela (1949),

and the most recent those in Argentina (1959) and Colombia (1961), However,
only those in Canada, Colcmbia and the United States are really active.
Those in Argentina and Chile meet at irregular intervals, but the committees
in the remsining countries have done practically nothing, It should be
noted that in Argentina, Colombia and Venezuela the Civil Registrar, as
the agent responsible for collecting statistical data, is not represented
on these committees, It is not known whether this also applies to Bragzil,
There is no committee in Bolivia or Nicaragua, and there is no information
about whether they exist in Guatemala or in Trinidad and Tobago,’

(14) Mational projects for improving civil resistration, Canada, Colombia,
Paraguay and Peru report specific projects aimed at introducing structural
reforms in their civil registration systems. In these four countries the
projects are national in scope and involve legislative reforms, although
with considerable administrative implications, In addition a project is
under study in Canada for the standardization of the form and content of

the registration documents, on the basis of a critical review of the
statistical usefulness of items on the present documents, Both this and

the proposed legislative reform are being undertaken by the Vital Statistics
Council for Canada, The reform projects are being undertaken by the national

/statistical office
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statistlcal office and the office of t.he &hril Registrar, in Colombia;
the Ministry of Justice and Labour in. Paragua'y, and the Statlstlcs and
censgus office in Peru.

'In Argentina leglslat.we decree Mo, 8 20, came into force on
1 Jamary 1964, standardizing the work of the provincial civil registra—
tion offices, all of which are now governed by the provigions of that
decree, In Costa Rica the Civil Registration Office is preparing a -
campaign aimed basically at raising the technical level of the staff,
“and showing the community the J.mportance of its work and of prompt
. registration of vital events, In the United States the Committee of
- Vital Statisticians and Heslth Officers,. .and gimilar organizations at
‘the"State level, are permenently engaged in ensuring that the civil
registration system works as smoothly as possible, Panama is contemplating
the possibility of decentralizing its civil registration system with a
view to making it more flexible, although no specific proposals have yet
. been published; for some time a school ‘programue has been in progress
‘to educate-the population in this field, -and efforts are being made to
improve certa:r.n reglstration areas, . .

(15) Use made of the statlstlca.l information provided by the civil
registration service, The replies received show clearly that the statie-
- tical information collected by the civil registration service is not .
being used as fully as could be wished, It also emerges that the main
user is undoubtedly the agency responsible tor health control., The
thirteen countries that replied on this point all mentioned the health
service as one of the users of the data-in gquestion, Other users are’
the planning agencles (seven countries), educational institutions (seven
_‘countr:.es), various private institutions (suc countries) » social security
agencies (four countries) and banks and other organizatlons (three
‘countrles). As regards the extent of the use made of the data, in eleven
‘countries the data is-used contlnuously, and the remaining four countries
did not . mention this peint, " Tn six coumtries both the direct data and the

" statistical sumary are used, and.three countriés use is made of either

one or the other, Bolivia and Panama did. ant furnish information on-
this peoint, ' o '

(16): Registration indexes, Only. Ganada, Ch:.le, Costa Rica and Panama
maintain general registration indexes it the national level on the basis

. of permanent and mechanized processing, Argentina is oontenplatlng the
preparationi of such an index, - In Canada there are also interim indexes

" prepared (manually or mechanically) by the provincial offices, Six
countries (Brazil, Colombkia, Guatemala, Micaragua, Paraguay and Peru)

. maintain manually prepared-indexes on a permanent basis at the local
_-offices, all .alphabetical except in Guatemdla, where they are chronological.
In the United States the practice varies. from one State to another, but

""" all ‘have some type of index, and indexes at the State level are usually

. machine~prepared on a permanent basis, Some areas have cross~indexes
"arranged by such data as place or date of occurrence, Venezuela has no

/registration imdex
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registration index of any kind, and it is not kmown vhether Bolivia or
Trinidad and Tobago have such indexes, National machine~prepared indexes
may be either in card form, as in Costa Rica, or in list form, as in
Canada and Chile, The local manually prepared indexes, on the other hand,
are generally kept in books, and are therefore half alphabetical and half
chronological, since the entries are made in the order that the events
occur, but according to the first letter of the surname of the subject

of the entry. '

(16) Vital statistics publications, In five countries (Chile, Nicaragua,
Peru, Trinidad and Tobago and Venezuela) both the statistical service and:
the health service publish vital statistics. In seven countries (Bolivia,
Brazil, Colombia, Costa Rica, Guatemala, Panama and Paraguay) such
publication is the exclusive responsibility of the statistical service,

In Canada both the national and provincial vital statistics agencies -
publish periodic statistical reports, In the United States the National
Center for Health Statistics is responsible for the publication of these
statistics at the national level, and health departments at the State
level also publish such data. . o

Thirteen out of the fifteen countries that replied publish ammual
vital statistics., Only four countries (Costa Rica, Panama, the United
States and Venezuela) say how up-to~date the statistiés are, the average
time~lag being a year, in teims of the period covered, Fouwr countries
(Brazil, Costa Rica, Micaragua and Panama) publish twice a year, and only
two mention the time-lag,Costa Rica (four months) and Panama {one or two
months). Argentina and Guatemala nublish' quarterly, but do not indicate
the time-lag; and eight countries (Brazil, Canada, Colombia, Guatemala,
Panama, Peru, Trinidad and Tobago, and the United States) also publish -
on a monthly basis, Colombia reports a time-lag of three to six months,
and Panama a time~lag of two weeks,

L. Conclusions

The foregoing analysis of the description of the civil registration
services in the American hemisphere leads to the following conclusions,

(a) The civil registration services all have their origin in the
ecclesiastical registers, which they generally replaced during the second
half of the nineteenth century, The basic legislation is out of date,
complex, and uncodified, which has made progress difficult, Over the
years the civil registration service has developed at a pace that varies
from country to country, but most countries have not attained the goal
established by the First Inter-American Seminar on Civil Registration,
the establishment of a national centralized and independent service,

(b) At present the services are heterogeneous in structure,
organization, functions and level of development, In few countries -
have the civil registration officials attained a satisfactory status,

[especially as
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especially as regards security of t%enure, promotion opportunities and rates
of pey. Consequently their training and lewel 6f work is below standard,

(¢) Generally speaking the admindstration of the civil registration
services is defective, In seversl Iatin American countries the. reg:.strata.on
gones are i1l defined, the population is not fully covered, and the .
registrars carry out the:.r functions with few directives, no written .
instructions amd practically no control, Similarly, the registration .-
document has not received sufficient attention, and now varies in nature.
from country to country, The items or headings are not always prlnted
on the forms, whlch causes an unnecessary delay :m the registratlon process.

(d) ‘In line with the social development of the .American ec':m.t.uem.,
the functions of civil registers have become more diverse, To the main
traditional legal function have been -added others, no less important, ami
equaliy- useful in a:.dlng the State to fulfil its hlgh a.’uns. Lo

{e) Although nearly all the countries have had com:.ttees on v1tal
and health statistics for several years, hardly any of them conduct any :
contimuing activity, and it is particularly worthy of note that in three
countries the civil registration service is mot ‘represented on the
comnittee. N : _

(f) The above rather pgloomy picture is not rendered any brighter by
the fact that at present only three countries have specific projects in
hand :t‘or structural reform of the civil registration services.

Lt - - -

‘ /Annex
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Amnex
QUESTIONNATRE

Brief historical review,

Present, organization: whether service is organized in a national,
State or provineial basis; whether it is centralized or decentralized;
whether autonomous or dependent on scme other department, such as the
municipality, the courts, etc,

Legal status of registration officials,

Director or chief of service; qualifications for appointment (professicnal
degrees or diplomas, publications, etce).

Registrars: (a) Requirements for entry to the service, Completion of

secondary education, special technical courses (state whether these must
include statistical studies or merely the legal studies necessary);
studies of the science of administration; other entrance requirements,-
(b) state whether the registrars are government or municipal officials,
private employees, etc, (c) Is there security of tenure? (d) Are the
appointments career posts with possibilities of promotion? (e) Is the
rate of pay adequate in comparison with that received by other publie
officials? () In-service training (type, frequency, etc.).
Functions of registrars: legal, statistical, social, identification,
electoral, Other functions not directly related to the work of a ‘
registrar, such as justice of the peace, mayor, political representative,
ete, Indicate which of the above functions are in practice principal
functions, and which secondary, If possible estimate the amount of

time devoted . to each function,

Systems in foree for supervising the work of the registrars: visits by

consultants; visits of inspection; examination of entries, statistical
reports, and other documentation (for quality control): indicate the
frequency with which each of the above systems is used.

Coverage of the register: {a) the percentage of the total or local

population covered by the register; (b) percentage of the total or
local geographical area covered; (c) any ethnic groups excluded, with an
estimate of the numbers, '

Registration zoneg: territorial division for civil registration purposes.
Suitability of each zone in terms of its area (square kilometres) and
population, and of the resources of the loecal civil registration office,
Relationship with other territorial divisions of the country for political
and administrative purposes, '

/3. Registration
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Registration documents, Naturer book or separate record forms;
printed items; numbering of emtries or items, with a separate
series of consecutive numbers, or other method; whether the register
is kept in a single copy, in duplicate or in triplicate; where the
completed books or separate record forms are sent for custody,

Procedures used to amend entries or itemss (a)"'iii' case of error |

Icorrectioz;a i; zbj in case of subsequent changes in the legal status.

of the person concerned (legitimation, recognition, adoption, etc.)s

Definitions of live birth, foetal death, and marriage: (a) definitiens
used for legal purposes (give national defin:itions and explain any )
differences between them and the internationsl definitions;* (b) defi= -
nitions used for statistical purposes {give national definitions and

* ‘explain any differences between them and the international definitions),

St'atiétga;l repo'ftg (documents in which the registrar transmits the

"data for the preparation of vital statistics). Type used for the

four basic vital events (births, deaths, foetal deaths and marriages):
(2) individual; (b) listing, If listing form is used, state if the

" civil registrar submits the data in pre-tabulated form to the processing

12,

service or services. N .
Civil registrars! responsibility in determining the content. and form
of the statistical report, OState whether there are writien rules on
the collection of statistical information and the civil registrarts
respmsib_:‘..lity in presenting it, o o
Inter—~institutional relations of the civil registration service:

a) statistical services; (b) health services; (¢) identification -
services; (d) electoral service; (e) other, -
In relation to (a) and/or (b), explain the function and responsibility
of the civil registration service in collecting and processing vital
statistics, : . - . S C e

PRSP

tutions participating; (¢) state whether the Committee is active,
functions sporadically, or is inactive; (d) any work programmes, indi-
cating whether five-yearly, anmal, six-monthly,. ebc.j (e) frequency ..
of mestivigs — number of meetings held in the past year and work done

Comnittee on vital and health statistics: (a) date establisheds (b) insti-

during that periods .. . . . . o ooeo.occ L

14,

Existence of national plans or projects for the? inﬁgrovément of the
eivil registration service: (a) Scope ~ national,; State or provincial,

"'.16;:@1;;,' b).Nature - juridical (legislative reforms), administrative .-

(progcedural reforms, -relating.to. staff,.co~ordination of functions,
‘ete,); (¢) Specific aims of the:individual plans or proj ects). (d) Author-

"itiés responsible for their preparation and/or execution,: - ::

3#*

See Principles for a wital statistics system (Statistical Papers, |
Series M N° 19) prepared by the otatistical Office of the United Nationg,
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15, Use made of the statistical information prowdded by the ciwvil

16,

registration service: {a) list of principal public and private insti-
tutions concerned; (b) form in which used (the data themselves, or -
a statistical summary); (c¢) freguency of use - continuous, sporadic,etc,

Existence and type of registration indexest (a) national, regional,
Tocal; (b) book or card form; {¢) mamual or mechanical; (d) how
clagsified (alphabetical order of names, by vital event, or by local
office; {e) frequency of compilation (continuous; monthly, annual,
five-yearly).

17. Vital statistics publications: {(a) departments responsible for the

publications; (b) type of publication (annual, six-wmonthly, monthly),
and (c) time~lag of publication,






