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With the sole exception of Honduras, which was

ravaged by Hurricane Mitch, the countries in the

northern part of the region managed to raise the volume

of their exports thanks to the robust demand generated by

the United States market. The maquila industry, which is

geared towards that market, played an important role in

this respect. The unit values of exports slipped in all the

countries except Mexico, mainly as a result of the lower

prices of the commodities they export (chiefly bananas,

coffee and sugar). These decreases, however, were offset

by higher volumes in some cases.
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