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United Nations A/RES/61/16

General Assembly Distr.: General 
9 January 2007 

Sixty-first session 
Agenda items 47 and 113 

06-49539 

Resolution adopted by the General Assembly 

[without reference to a Main Committee (A/61/L.24)] 

61/16.  Strengthening of the Economic and Social Council 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling the 2005 World Summit Outcome,1  

Recalling also its resolutions 45/264 of 13 May 1991, 50/227 of 24 May 1996, 
52/12 B of 19 December 1997, 57/270 B of 23 June 2003, 59/250 of 22 December 
2004 and 60/265 of 30 June 2006, 

Recalling further its resolution 60/180 of 20 December 2005 and Security 
Council resolution 1645 (2005) of 20 December 2005, 

Reaffirming the role that the Charter of the United Nations and the General 
Assembly have vested in the Economic and Social Council, and recognizing the 
need for a more effective Council as a principal body for coordination, policy 
review, policy dialogue and recommendations on issues of economic and social 
development, as well as for implementation of the international development goals 
agreed at the major United Nations conferences and summits, including the 
Millennium Development Goals, 

Reaffirming also the commitments to and emphasizing the need to fully 
implement the global partnership for development set out in the United Nations 
Millennium Declaration,2 the Monterrey Consensus of the International Conference 
on Financing for Development 3  and the Plan of Implementation of the World 
Summit on Sustainable Development (“Johannesburg Plan of Implementation”)4 and 
to enhance the momentum generated by the 2005 World Summit in order to 
operationalize and implement, at all levels, the commitments set out in the outcomes 
of the major United Nations conferences and summits, including the 2005 World 
Summit, in the economic, social and related fields, 

_______________ 
1 See resolution 60/1. 
2 See resolution 55/2. 
3 Report of the International Conference on Financing for Development, Monterrey, Mexico, 18–22 March 
2002 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.02.II.A.7), chap. I, resolution 1, annex. 
4  Report of the World Summit on Sustainable Development, Johannesburg, South Africa,  
26 August–4 September 2002 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.03.II.A.1 and corrigendum), 
chap. I, resolution 2, annex. 
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Reiterating that the Economic and Social Council should continue to 
strengthen its role as the central mechanism for system-wide coordination and thus 
promote the integrated and coordinated implementation of and follow-up to the 
outcomes of the major United Nations conferences in the economic, social and 
related fields, in accordance with the Charter and relevant General Assembly 
resolutions, in particular resolutions 50/227 and 57/270 B, 

Resolving to accelerate the implementation of the measures and mechanisms 
defined in its resolution 57/270 B on integrated and coordinated implementation of 
and follow-up to the outcomes of the major United Nations conferences and 
summits in the economic and social fields, 

Welcoming Economic and Social Council decision 2006/206 of 10 February 
2006, entitled “Adapting the work of the Economic and Social Council”, 

Recalling that the Economic and Social Council should increase its role in 
overseeing system-wide coordination and the balanced integration of economic, 
social and environmental aspects of United Nations policies and programmes aimed 
at promoting sustainable development, and reaffirming that the Commission on 
Sustainable Development should continue to be the high-level commission on 
sustainable development within the United Nations system and serve as a forum for 
consideration of issues related to integration of the three dimensions of sustainable 
development, 

In pursuance of paragraphs 155 and 156 of the 2005 World Summit Outcome,  

1. Decides to maintain the current segment structure of the substantive
session of the Economic and Social Council;  

2. Also decides that the Economic and Social Council should continue to
promote global dialogue, inter alia, through strengthening existing arrangements, 
including: 

 (a) The special high-level meeting with the Bretton Woods institutions, the 
World Trade Organization and the United Nations Conference on Trade and 
Development;  

 (b) An annual high-level policy dialogue with international financial and 
trade institutions held in the framework of a strengthened high-level segment of the 
annual substantive session of the Council; 

 (c) A thematic discussion on a theme from economic, social and related 
fields to be decided by the Council and informed by a report of the Secretary-
General;  

3. Further decides that the biennial high-level Development Cooperation
Forum will be held within the framework of the high-level segment of the Economic 
and Social Council, while stressing the need to preserve the distinct identity of the 
Forum so as to facilitate high-level participation, with a view to enhancing the 
implementation of international development cooperation issues affecting the 
realization of the internationally agreed development goals, including the 
Millennium Development Goals, and to promote dialogue to find effective ways to 
support it;  

4. Decides that the biennial Development Cooperation Forum will be held
in alternate years in the framework of the high-level segment of the Economic and 
Social Council and that it should: 
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 (a) Review trends and progress in international development cooperation and 
give policy guidance and recommendations to promote more effective international 
development cooperation;  

 (b) Identify gaps and obstacles with a view to making recommendations on 
practical measures and policy options to enhance coherence and effectiveness and to 
promote development cooperation for the realization of the internationally agreed 
development goals, including the Millennium Development Goals;  

 (c) Provide a platform for Member States to exchange lessons learned and 
share experiences in formulating, supporting and implementing national 
development strategies;  

 (d) In accordance with the rules of procedure, be open to participation by all 
stakeholders, including the organizations of the United Nations, the international 
financial and trade institutions, the regional organizations, civil society and private 
sector representatives;  

 5. Requests the Economic and Social Council to consider launching the 
Development Cooperation Forum during the high-level segment of its substantive 
session of 2007 and thereafter meeting in New York, starting in 2008;  

 6. Decides that the Economic and Social Council should undertake a regular 
and periodic review and assessment of international economic and development 
policies and their impact on development;  

 7. Requests the Secretary-General to prepare an analytical background 
report for consideration by the Development Cooperation Forum; 

 8. Decides that the Economic and Social Council should hold annual 
ministerial-level substantive reviews as part of its high-level segment, and also 
decides that such reviews should be conducted by means of a cross-sectoral 
approach focusing on thematic issues common to the outcomes of the major United 
Nations conferences and summits in the economic, social and related fields, 
including the Millennium Development Goals and other internationally agreed 
development goals, review progress made in the implementation of the outcomes of 
those conferences and summits and their follow-up processes and assess its impact 
on the achievement of the goals and targets of the conferences and summits, and in 
this regard: 

 (a) Recommends that such reviews provide an opportunity for countries to 
make voluntary national presentations;  

 (b) Requests the Council to urge the functional commissions and other 
relevant subsidiary bodies and follow-up mechanisms, as appropriate, to contribute, 
in accordance with their mandates and taking into account their specificity, to the 
assessment; 

 (c) Recommends that the Council establish a multi-year programme of work 
for the ministerial-level substantive reviews;  

 (d) Invites the organizations of the United Nations system, including the 
Bretton Woods institutions and the World Trade Organization, to contribute within 
their respective mandates to the consideration by the Council; 

 9. Requests the Economic and Social Council to urge the United Nations 
regional commissions, in collaboration with other regional and subregional 
organizations and processes, as appropriate, to contribute, within their mandates, to 
the review of progress made in the implementation of and follow-up to the outcomes 
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of the major United Nations conferences and summits in the economic, social and 
related fields and to provide input to the discussions of the Council in accordance 
with its rules of procedure; 

10. Requests the Secretary-General, when submitting his reports for the high-
level segment, to include a concise, analytical section providing an assessment of 
progress, identifying gaps and obstacles in implementation and making 
recommendations to overcome those gaps and obstacles for consideration by 
Member States;  

11. Decides that the outcome of the high-level segment should be one
ministerial declaration;  

12. Also decides that the Economic and Social Council should support and
complement international efforts aimed at addressing humanitarian emergencies, 
including natural disasters, in order to promote an improved, coordinated response 
by the United Nations;  

13. Stresses the importance of the humanitarian affairs segment of the
Economic and Social Council in strengthening the coordination and effectiveness of 
United Nations humanitarian assistance;  

14. Emphasizes that in addition to the humanitarian affairs segment, the
Economic and Social Council should convene ad hoc meetings, in accordance with 
its rules of procedure, on specific humanitarian emergencies on the request of the 
affected Member State and following a recommendation of the Bureau, and that 
such ad hoc meetings should raise awareness and promote the engagement of all 
stakeholders in support of international relief efforts aimed at addressing those 
emergencies; 

15. Reaffirms the role of the Economic and Social Council in providing
overall coordination and guidance for operational development programmes and 
funds on a system-wide basis, including objectives, priorities and strategies in the 
implementation of the policies formulated by the General Assembly, as well as in 
concentrating on cross-cutting and coordination issues related to operational 
activities, in accordance with relevant Assembly resolutions;  

16. Also reaffirms the importance of the triennial comprehensive policy
review of operational activities, through which the General Assembly establishes 
key system-wide policy orientations for the development cooperation and country-
level modalities of the United Nations system;  

17. Recalls the role of the Economic and Social Council in providing
coordination and guidance to the United Nations system to ensure that those policy 
orientations are implemented on a system-wide basis in accordance with General 
Assembly resolutions 48/162 of 20 December 1993, 50/227 and 57/270 B; 

18. Expresses concern that insufficient provision of conference services and
substantive support to the meetings of the Economic and Social Council has at times 
impeded its ability to fulfil its mandate despite its status as a Charter body, and in 
this regard decides to ensure provision of full and substantive support and 
conference services to the Council for all meetings necessary to enable it to fulfil its 
strengthened mandate;  

19. Recognizes that the Economic and Social Council, as a Charter body, is
entitled to convene meetings as and when needed, with full substantive support and 
conference services, and in this regard decides that the Council, beginning with its 
2007 session, is entitled to convene additional meetings, of up to two weeks, in 
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order to facilitate the fulfilment of its newly assigned responsibilities for organizing 
the annual ministerial reviews and the Development Cooperation Forum, as well as 
to hold ad hoc meetings, in order to effectively fulfil its mandate under the Charter; 

 20. Recalls its resolution 60/180 on the Peacebuilding Commission that 
addresses the special needs of countries emerging from conflict towards recovery, 
reintegration and reconstruction and assists them in laying the foundation for 
sustainable development, and in this regard reaffirms the importance of interaction 
between the Economic and Social Council and the Commission; 

 21. Underlines the experience of the Economic and Social Council in the 
area of post-conflict peacebuilding and the success of its ad hoc advisory groups on 
countries emerging from conflict, and invites the Peacebuilding Commission to 
benefit from it; 

 22. Reiterates that the agenda of the Peacebuilding Commission will be 
based on, inter alia, requests for advice from the Economic and Social Council with 
the consent of a concerned Member State in exceptional circumstances on the verge 
of lapsing or relapsing into conflict and of which the Security Council is not seized 
in accordance with Article 12 of the Charter; 

 23. Reiterates its request to the Peacebuilding Commission to make the 
outcomes of its discussions, recommendations and other reports available as United 
Nations documents to, inter alia, the Economic and Social Council; 

 24. Decides to review the implementation of the present resolution at its 
sixty-fifth session. 

 

56th plenary meeting 
20 November 2006 
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II. RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED BY THE ECONOMIC COMMISSION
FOR LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN (ECLAC) 
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602(XXX) MONITORING SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT IN LATIN AMERICA 
AND THE CARIBBEAN 

 
 
The Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean, 
 

Bearing in mind the Plan of Implementation of the World Summit on Sustainable Development 
and the decisions adopted at the eleventh session of the United Nations Commission on Sustainable 
Development regarding the role that the regional commissions should play in monitoring progress 
towards sustainable development at the regional level,1 
 

Bearing in mind also that monitoring such progress entails organizing regional meetings focusing 
on the issues to be addressed in the relevant implementation cycle,2 
 

Aware that it is necessary to make greater progress in the countries of the region in terms of 
integration, coordination, complementarity, coherence and long-term vision in the design and 
implementation of public policy in order to enhance the sustainability of development, 
 

Highlighting the substantive contributions that the Economic Commission for Latin America and 
the Caribbean has been making in the sessions of the Commission on Sustainable Development, 
 

1. Commends the secretariat for taking the initiative to organize a special meeting within the 
framework of its session for the purpose of analysing the varied dimensions of the challenges and 
opportunities that sustainable development represents for the region; 
 

2. Welcomes the document prepared by the secretariat entitled “Monitoring sustainable 
development in Latin America and the Caribbean: needs and a proposal”; 
 

3. Agrees to proceed with the inclusion of a regional forum for the implementation of the 
decisions adopted at the World Summit on Sustainable Development within the framework of the 
activities of the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean; 
 

4. Requests the Executive Secretary to convene this regional implementation forum, taking into 
consideration the two-year action-oriented implementation cycles of the Commission on Sustainable 
Development; 
 

5. Invites the international community and the member countries of the Economic Commission 
to collaborate in the organization of these meetings with a view to ensuring that they are held regularly 
and serve as a permanent forum for dialogue and consensus-building on the subject. 
 
 

                                                      
1  A/CONF.99/20. 
2  E/2003/29; E/CN.17/2003/6. Commission on Sustainable Development, Report on the eleventh 

session (27 January 2003 and 28 April-9 May 2003). The work of the Commission is to be organized 
in a series of two-year action-oriented “implementation cycles”, which will include a “review session” 
and a “policy session”. 
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687(XXXV) THE REGIONAL DIMENSION OF THE 
POST-2015 DEVELOPMENT AGENDA 

The Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean, 

 Considering General Assembly resolution 66/288, “The future we want”, which emphasizes 
that the United Nations regional commissions have a vital role to play in promoting the balanced 
integration of the economic, social and environmental dimensions of sustainable development in their 
respective regions, 

 Considering also General Assembly resolution 68/6, which expresses concern about unevenness 
and gaps in the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals and about the immense challenges 
that remain, and, as the 2015 deadline approaches, unrelenting efforts are required to accelerate progress 
across all the Goals, 

Bearing in mind that the High-Level Political Forum on Sustainable Development acknowledges 
the importance of the regional dimension of sustainable development, and invites the United Nations 
regional commissions to contribute to the work of the forum, including through annual regional meetings, 
with the involvement of other relevant regional entities, major groups and other relevant stakeholders, 
as appropriate, 

 Having reviewed the document Compacts for Equality: Towards a Sustainable Future1 prepared 
by the secretariat, which completes the trilogy of equality, together with the documents Time for Equality: 
Closing Gaps, Opening Trails2 and Structural Change for Equality: An Integrated Approach to 
Development,3 presented at the thirty-third and thirty-fourth sessions of the Commission, respectively, 

 Considering that the documents Time for Equality: Closing Gaps, Opening Trails (2010), 
Structural Change for Equality: An Integrated Approach to Development (2012) and Compacts for 
Equality: Towards a Sustainable Future (2014) contain valuable reflections that can help with identifying 
content for a Latin American and Caribbean regional post-2015 development agenda,  

1. Requests the secretariat of the Commission to prepare, on the basis of the deliberations at the
thirty-fifth session and the content of the document Compacts for Equality: Towards a
Sustainable Future, a report identifying areas of convergence between the countries of the
region as regards the issues to be covered under the post-2015 development agenda;

1 LC/G.2586(SES.35/3). 
2  LC/G.2432(SES.33/3). 
3  LC/G.2524(SES.34/3). 
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2. Also requests that that report be submitted to Peru, in its capacity as Chair of the thirty-fifth 
session of the Commission, as the contribution of the Economic Commission for Latin 
America and the Caribbean to the intergovernmental negotiation process leading towards the 
adoption of the post-2015 development agenda; 

 
3. Recognizes that the session of the Commission is an important forum for regional discussion 

for advancing the discussions on the regional vision with respect to the post-2015 development 
agenda and the sustainable development goals and requests the secretariat, in accordance with 
General Assembly resolution 67/290, to follow up, from a regional perspective, on the relevant 
issues of the High-level Political Forum on Sustainable Development and the Economic and 
Social Council, within the framework of the Regional Implementation Forum on Sustainable 
Development, established pursuant to resolution 602(XXX), adopted in San Juan at the 
thirtieth session, and report on the matter at the next session. 
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III. RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED BY OTHER REGIONAL COMMISSIONS 
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A. ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COMMISSION FOR WESTERN ASIA (ESCWA) 
 
 

E/2012/41 
E/ESCWA/27/9/Report 

 
305 (XXVII). SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT IN THE REGION AND FOLLOW-UP 

AND IMPLEMENTATION OF THE DECISIONS OF THE RIO+20 CONFERENCE 
 
 
The Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia, 
 
 Referring to General Assembly resolutions 66/220 concerning agricultural development and food 
security, 66/201 concerning implementation of the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification 
in Those Countries Experiencing Serious Drought and/or Desertification Particularly in Africa, 66/199 
concerning the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction, and 66/197 concerning the Implementation 
of Agenda 21, the Programme for the Further Implementation of Agenda 21 and the outcomes of the 
World Summit on Sustainable Development dated 22 December 2011; resolutions 65/154 on the 
International Year of Water Cooperation, 2013, and 65/151 on the International Year for Sustainable 
Energy for All dated 20 December 2010; and other relevant resolutions, 
 
 Referring also to Economic and Social Council resolution 2005/50 concerning the Damascus 
Declaration and the role of the Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia in achieving the 
internationally-agreed development goals, including those contained in the Millennium Declaration, 
 
 Recalling ESCWA resolutions 281 (XXV) of 29 May 2008 concerning addressing climate 
changeissues in the Arab region and 269 (XXIV) of 11 May 2006 concerning the role of ESCWA in the 
light of the 2005 World Summit Outcome Document and the subsequent change process, 
 
 Noting the global and regional challenges, including the financial crisis and food crisis, the 
impact of climate change, the problems in the supply of energy and water, and the current circumstances 
in the region and their implications, 
 
 Welcoming the ministerial statements and declarations issued by countries of the region over the 
past decade concerning the achievement of sustainable development, in particular the decisions of the 
Arab Economic and Social Development Summit which was held in Kuwait on 19 and 20 January 2009 
and the Arab Ministerial Water Council concerning the adoption of a mechanism to follow up progress in 
the achievement of water and sanitation targets, and those issued by the Arab Ministerial Council for 
Electricity and the Council of Arab Ministers Responsible for the Environment, 
 
 Noting efforts made by Arab countries to achieve the Millennium Development Goals, and the 
progress achieved,  
 
 Referring to the Arab Declaration issued by the Council of Arab Ministers Responsible for the 
Environment on 19 April 2012 which was based on the outcome of the Arab Regional Preparatory 
Meeting for the United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development which was held in Cairo, on 
16 and 17 October 2011, in cooperation with the League of Arab States and the United Nations 
Environment Programme/Regional Office for West Asia, and ESCWA, in particular the provisions 
stipulating that the concept of green economy shall not be used as a pretext to create trade barriers and 
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environmental standards, as a precondition for providing financial support and aid to recipient countries, 
or as a means to restrict the right of developing countries to utilize their natural resources according to 
their own development priorities, 

Expressing its appreciation for the efforts of the ESCWA secretariat in analysing, monitoring and 
following up sustainable development issues, carrying out a significant role in the preparations for the 
Rio+20 Conference, and involving stakeholders and different sectors in identifying the priorities and 
challenges in the Arab region, 

Commending the efforts of member countries to reach a common position in preparation for the 
Rio+20 Conference, 

1. Calls upon member countries to adopt the Arab Declaration issued by the Council of Arab
Ministers Responsible for the Environment on 19 April 2012 as a reference for the
negotiations concerning the outcome document of the Rio+20 Conference;

2. Also calls upon member countries to take an active part in the upcoming preparatory meetings
to be held in New York from 29 May to 2 June 2012, which will be an important stage in the
development of the negotiations, and to participate actively in the Rio+20 Conference;

3. Urges member countries to review policies, strategies and national frameworks with a view to
making them more responsive to the requirements of sustainable development, to promote
implementation of ministerial statements and declarations issued in that regard, and to review
institutional frameworks with a view to integrating the three economic, social and
environmental pillars of sustainable development;

4. Requests the secretariat to prepare a report on the outcomes of the Rio+20 Conference that
includes proposals regarding matters of concern to the region, and to assist member countries
in building their capacity to address those outcomes;

5. Also requests the secretariat to continue to coordinate and cooperate with Arab Governments,
United Nations organizations, and the League of Arab States and its specialized committees
to take measures to achieve sustainable development, and in particular to provide support to
the energy, water and environmental sectors on climate change issues and to promote
regional institutional frameworks for sustainable development;

6. Requests the Executive Secretary to report to the Commission at its twenty-eighth session on
measures taken to implement this resolution.
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314 (XXVIII). THE ARAB FORUM ON SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 
 
 
The Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia, 
 
 Referring to the outcome document of the United Nations Conference on Sustainable 
Development (Rio+20) entitled “The future we want”,1 especially paragraph 97 that acknowledges the 
importance of the regional dimension of sustainable development and the ability of regional frameworks 
to complement and facilitate effective translation of sustainable development policies into concrete action 
at the national level, and paragraph 84 on establishing a high-level political forum on sustainable 
development, 
 
 Referring also to General Assembly resolution 67/290 on the format and organizational aspects of 
the high-level political forum on sustainable development, especially paragraph 7 (f) in which it decided 
that the meetings of the forum should benefit from regional preparatory processes, and paragraph 13 in 
which it acknowledged the importance of the regional dimension of sustainable development and invited 
the United Nations regional commissions to contribute to the work of the forum, including through annual 
regional meetings, with the involvement of other relevant regional entities, major groups and other 
relevant stakeholders, as appropriate, 
 
 Recalling its resolution 305 (XXVII) on sustainable development in the Arab region and follow-
up and implementation of the decisions of the Rio+20 Conference, 
 
 Recognizing current regional challenges and circumstances and the importance of tackling them 
through a balanced and integrated developmental approach, 
 
 Noting the efforts of Arab countries to achieve sustainable development, 
 
 Referring to the Dubai document for the Arab regional implementation of Rio+202 that 
emphasizes the important role of the regional commissions in the follow-up to the international processes 
launched by the Rio+20 Conference; and to the outcomes of the Arab High Level Forum on Sustainable 
Development, organized by the Commission in collaboration with the League of Arab States, the 
Regional Office for West Asia of the United Nations Environmental Programme, the United Nations 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs and the Government of Jordan,3 
 
 
  

                                                      
1  General Assembly resolution 66/288. 
2  Issued at the Arab Regional Implementation Meeting for the Twentieth Session of the Commission for 

Sustainable Development (CSD-20) – Follow-up from the 2012 United Nations Conference on Sustainable 
Development (Rio+20) in Dubai, 29-30 May 2013. Available from http://css.escwa.org.lb/sdpd/2044/bd5.pdf. 

3  ESCWA. Report of the Arab High-Level Forum on Sustainable Development. Amman, 2-4 April 2014, 
E/ESCWA/SDPD/2014/WG.1/6/Report. 
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Appreciating the efforts of the secretariat of the Commission in following up the outcomes of the 
Rio+20 Conference, in undertaking good regional preparations with respect to the international process 
on the post-2015 development agenda and sustainable development goals and in conducting regional 
preparations for the second session of the High-Level Political Forum on Sustainable Development and 
striving to include all relevant stakeholders and sectors in developing a clear Arab regional perspective 
that takes into account the priorities of the Arab region and the challenges it is facing, 

1. Encourages member States to actively participate in intergovernmental negotiations on the
post- 2015 development agenda and sustainable development goals, and in the upcoming
annual sessions of the High-level Political Forum on Sustainable Development;

2. Invites member States to widely participate in the sessions of the Arab Forum on Sustainable
Development and achieve a balanced representation of governmental organizations in the Forum;

3. Requests the secretariat to hold sessions of the Arab Forum on Sustainable Development
periodically, in participation with the League of Arab States and other organizations
concerned with sustainable development, in order to prepare for the High-level Political
Forum on Sustainable Development, review the progress made in achieving the sustainable
development goals and contribute to launching regional partnerships to advance sustainable
development in the Arab region;

4. Further requests the secretariat to monitor progress in achieving sustainable development in
the Arab region and to prepare reports on the topic on the basis of official data for
presentation at the sessions of the Arab Forum on Sustainable Development;

5. Requests the Executive Secretary to present a report, at the twenty-ninth session of the
Commission, on the procedures undertaken to implement the present resolution.

8th plenary meeting 
18 September 2014 
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B. ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COMMISSION FOR ASIA AND THE PACIFIC (ESCAP) 
 
 

E/ESCAP/RES/70/11 
 
Economic and Social Council 
 

Distr.: Limited 
13 August 2014 

Original: English 
 
 
Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific 
 
Seventieth session 
Agenda item 3(d) 
 
 

RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COMMISSION 
FOR ASIA AND THE PACIFIC 

 
70/11. Implementing the outcome of the Asia-Pacific Forum on Sustainable Development 
 
The Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific, 
 
 Noting the outcome document of the United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development, 
entitled “The future we want”,1 
 
 Recalling General Assembly resolution 67/290 of 9 July 2013, which, inter alia, invited the 
United Nations regional commissions to contribute to the work of the high-level political forum on 
sustainable development, including through annual regional meetings,2 
 
 Also recalling Commission resolution 69/1 on a conference structure of the Commission for the 
inclusive and sustainable development of Asia and the Pacific, 
 
 Welcoming the inaugural session of the Asia-Pacific Forum on Sustainable Development, held in 
Pattaya, Thailand, from 19 to 21 May 2014, 
 

1. Requests the Executive Secretary: 
 
 (a) To launch an intergovernmental consultative process, within the broad framework of General 
Assembly resolution 67/290, to determine the future architecture of the Asia-Pacific Forum on 
Sustainable Development, including its mandate, scope of work and other procedural aspects, and to 
submit a report on those matters to the Commission at its seventy-first session; 
 

                                                      
1  General Assembly resolution 66/288, annex. 
2  See General Assembly resolution 67/290, para. 13. 
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(b) To convene, without prejudice to the outcome of the intergovernmental consultative process, 
the second session of the Forum back- to-back with the seventy-first session of the Commission; 

(c) To conduct a study on and analysis of the programmatic, organizational and budgetary 
implications of constituting a new committee on science, technology and innovation and a new committee 
on financing for development, bearing in mind the process for implementation of Commission resolution 
69/1, and to submit a report on the findings to the Commission at its seventy-first session. 

Seventh plenary meeting 
8 August 2014 
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