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PROPOSAL FOR THE ESTABLISHEMENT OF A
STATISTICAL DATA BANK

BACKGROUND AND JUSTIFICATION

7 ;?hp?ﬁork Prdérémmeroﬁflined for the Caribbean Development
_ andfCo-ﬁréinating Committee’s Secretariat at the Havana meeting
of 1975 mandated the CDCC Secretariat to establish a numberxr of
measuring and monitoring activities that at base require the
Aservices'of a statistical date bank andra docmmeﬁtation centre.
. The CDCC Secretariat thereforé sees as one of its goals the
development of a system of captive and storage of statistical
data pertaining to the several CDCC Countries in the several
areas of work as performed, The data wystew should ensure

quick retrieval.of data for mse by planners and researchers,

. both QOVanmént and pfivate alike., The system should be ahLP

to generate qulck1y9 tables in the form of tlme series, or

ether, analytlcal ﬁabular formatso. The statlstlcal data bank
 sh0u1d complemenﬁ the Documentatlon Centre9 and statlstncak
methudologles should £ind a place in the dccumenitation records.
The Documentation Centre was created to pro#ide planners, |
policy-makers and fesearchers in the Caribbean with pertinent,
accurate and timely information which wbmld-support the
development and co-o pﬁratien acﬁi?ities'mﬁ -CDCC member countries,
and. to pr@mote and facilitate optimum. utlllzatlnn ¢f information

resources avallable w1th1m and ontslde the sub=reg10nermlf_-

"* * CONTENT @F_@E@;mawg'sgsm'

The statistical data base should contain time series pudlished
by or gathereﬂ from official data im each of the GDCC countries,

and the ofher conntries of interest.
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The Berles should commence in’ 1970 or’ 1n the earllest year‘

thereafter, for whlch contlnuous data are- avallablee The follow1ng

would represent a llst of some of the sources that could be used
to provnde serles for. storage. ' ‘Business Stat1st1cs, Industry

Statlstics, Agrlculture, Transport & Utilities; Mlnlng9 Manu-

facturlng, Constructlon; Tourismy Dlstrlhutrong General Statlstlfs"

‘ External Trade, Prlces, Natlonal Accounts and Balance of Payments9

Householﬂ/gtatlstlcs, Cehsus Statlstlcs,”ﬂealth Statlstlcs,

Pe
Energy'and Ratural Resourcesu_ﬂ

The data base as: suggested selectlvely 1nc1udes th91;
stat1st1cs at present colleeted and elaborateﬂ by the various
sector sp901allsts, whlch do not reach other offlcers who ‘at, )
t1mes and at great cost to the office dupl1cate the effort of
collection of data for use: in studles, "The 1nelus10n of such
_data will" brlng about ‘economies both in terms of time and

expendlture,

.. ORGANIZATION AND STRUCTURE

E ‘The present iackxof*éompoter‘faciIities has determined the
nature of the systeme' The manual capture and storage of data

w111 have to be adopted, but this must be done in such a mannexr

S was to facllltate dan: ‘easy shlft over, to computerlzed systems

h ‘when’ such become p0531b1eﬂ The layout . suggested in thls paper
attempts to ‘meet the task - of conversion to computer systemse

_h It 1s proposed to record the ‘data on cards 5" 8"71n 31zeg-'.
:VWhlch Wil] in turn form part of a Kardex system, The storage
-should be alphabetical by country, with the entire data set

for any given country belng accesslble 1mmed1ate1y upon accesslng
the country. The cards should be. numbered sequent1a11y-w1th1n
eountry‘ihfhrder—to prov1de a check on completenessoof coverage

for any couhtry? and the numbering should be the-same-ﬁor each
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country, In this way, accessing of comparable data for
several countries comld be mede more direct end speedy

by eliminating the need te go threugh sequentially &

stack of cards in respect of 2 country. One possibility
would be to number the couniries accoxrding teo the UN Country
Codes as per Document M 48/Rev.i., This would provide an
accepted code to be nsed as 2 country identifier, The series
can alse be azssigned a2 numerical code. This will be of une
0 the computerization exercise thai shouid feilsw, If the
user wishes to obitain like data for all or some of the CDCC
Countrien, he can access the data by means of a subject cods

within country code sort.

The gyowem ghould cater for two levels of confidentialyty

25 it will records

1, Annuai dats received from the annual survey,
end at a later date, quarterly submissions
zf the various national agenciez; and

2, date tkat have net been published either *v
the Governments or by CEPAL, but which at th-
same time are not regarded as being supremely

confidential.

The latter category would represent the confidsntiel/
semi=confidential data which must be suitably codifizd and
recognized to be clagsified data. If such data share the
same gtorage ArsAa as the unslassified data, red lediering
sheuld be used in the manual system to warn the dauvmecialist/
internal user ¢f the nature of whe data. In the case ¢?
clasaified data reeceived frem & sector spacialist, the
documentalist/internal nger is advised to sccnsult the
dennyr pi the informaticn to receive his written permiscion
before divnlgiug or puklishing such data., In anticipation

ef the shift ever in 2 mechanized system, the levels nf
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confidentiality can be indicated by means of a code to be
assigned upon advice from a System Analyst, or preferably

the systemséanalyst who will design the computer systems.

In Statistics, there is no such thing as a "final" figure.
All'figures are provisional and therefore subject to change in the
lighf of new knowledgea In a time series; there will emerge
different levels of acceptability of "firmness" of the data.

The latter years' data might take the form of preliminary
estimates, for which revisions are expected in the mear future.
The system of data capture should reflect this by recording the
data to reflect their tentative nature. Whereas the uge of a lead
pencil is not cqnsidqred to - be highly desirable, in this case
it might be écknowledged to be most conducive to a neat changeover
to a firmer figure., Alternatively and moré correctiy9 one - can

choose to délete the preliminary figure and insert the new,

It.is inevitable that over a sufficiently long period of time
the spéée.on any given card will be exhausted, and there would
exist the need to.stoye and possibly re-access the summary data
contained in the "bank", At this stage, even if the office does
not possess its own computer or scheduled computer time, the data
should be transferred to cards and/or tape and listed out according
to any format that might be thought most useful. At around the
same time,.the cards can be microfilmed and disposed of. One problem
in both operafions mentioned would be the identification of classified
data, The reproduction of the ecards on computer tape and on microfilm
is_inéeﬂsiti?e to colour coding, therefore another code, probably
a numerical code, will have to be introduced along with the colour

code,

Another problem caused by "dumping” the records on to microfilm
is that it causes the coming inte being of two records that must be
coﬂsulted-whén & search has to be made - the microfilm record and
the new car&s;with the more recent data. -This split in the records

impairs analysis, in that it increases processing time,

=

—
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ADMINISTRATION

- The. Statistical Daba Bank should be administered by the

'~Statis$ieianglim eollaboration -with the Liﬁrarian/Documehtalista

- These two officers are already on the staffg-and will allecate

a portion of their time to the project. The commitment of data
to records should be done by_Statisiical_blerks whose entire
aftentiun can be devutéd'fo the.exerciéed 'Two'clerkg'wbrking
for 6ne-year éh@ﬁl& be able to clear the seven-year backlog

of data available.

'RESERVATION

One serious qualification of the manual system as described

is that in view of the rapid.developmeht-bf-the teéhnologies

‘used in the procegsing, storage, retrieval and disseminatiom

:of:infdfmatioﬁg and in view of the likély inerease in the

cccurrences of multi-aspect gqueries over time, a manual search,

" both of statistical data as well as of document references,

will become increasingly difficult. The logical option would
favour a méchanized system. DPiscussion of this propesal may

very well lead to a position on the part of Goverpments, to

" mechanize or not tc mechanize the data base.

INPUTS FROM_GOVERNMENTS

If the Governments opt for a mechanized system, there would
be the need to firance the acguisition of a machine; additicnaliy

T
kA

this eacquisition woﬁld create an annabelism of wants. i; on
the other hand, the option‘is for a manual systém9 the level of
search and analysis will of necessity be adversely affected.

Irn this case, the major contributions frem the Governments wounld
be the prompt supply to the CDCC Secretariat, via the national

focal points, of the data needed for inclusion in the bank.



. REQUIREMENTS OF A MECHANIZED SYSTEM

'A.mechanized system‘will‘neceSSitata_the prbdision of
both hardware and suftWafe, and systems'and'programming expertise.
The size, c05t and conflguratlon of the hardware will be determlned
by the size of the flles that w111 be created and the’ type of .
data to be stored A small mach1ne w111 demand more . syqtems and

programmlng SklllS at the de51gn stage. There will arise the.]

. ”}f need to retaln the serv1ces of ‘a systems analyst/programmer and

. a keypunch operator/machlne operator at least. It is env1saged
that the doctument reférences would bu always "on the computer"
to facllltate speedy referrals,“w1th0ut-hav1ng to be 10adad,0n_

d.and off with each- requestq: Thé'stafistical‘data ¢an- be stdred

on tap95 and accessed,%y‘whatever means may be advocated

At presenb, much 1n—depth analysl% is not p0351b1e because of o
the d1fﬂlcu1ty of engaglng ‘in multlvarlate ana1y51s. Although ?' 
the onus and challenge will be on the sector speclallsts to '
utlllze these tools, the ava11ab111ty of both “the hardware and

the apprnprlate software should result in a hlgher 1eve1 of analysls

"ot the CDCC countrles by the GDGC Secretarlat :

If is éstimatéd that normal running .time of the machine will
be one ‘shift. of elght hours per day, w1th the. 90551b111ty of work

beyond ﬁhe normal worklng hours when necessarya

--r o

‘..':"HECOMMENﬁKTION:-"" S ‘f; B L
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,a Statlstlcal Data Bank Wlthlﬂ the CDCC Secretarlat If thls 1s
:agreed, members may w1sh to declde whetherAthe ﬂystem should be

_;mecﬁanizeﬂ The tentatlve staff and equlpment requlrementa

are as.- follows.

Member gcvernmenns are asked to con51der the establ1shment of -

-
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Computer

Manual System

Two (2) Statistical Clerks.

Two (2) filing cabinets.

CardSO

Mechanized Sygtem with a link to a Main Frame

Qutside of the Office and not owned by
CDCC Secretariat o

One (1) Keypunch operator/machine operator,
One (1) Statistical clerk.

One (1) Transactién System, oneé (1) tape unit
and one (1) Printer. (Present cost around
US$60,000),

Tapes,

time - An e¢stimated US$200.00 per hour; the

average number of hours to be utilized monthly = 6.
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