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REPORT OF MEIZELNG WUTI_ACKNCIES WHLCIL NPONSOK
REGTONAL ACTIVITIES LN SCHLENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

a7

in his opentng rematks the Chalrman outlined the buackground to Lhu
Meuting and emphowleed the need for a reglunally coordinuted progrumme
In Sclence and Techunology gapuc!ully In view of the impending Mueetlpyg ol
Reglonal Ministers responsible for Sclence and Technolepy. He explained

that a fully coordinated 5+1 programnme would: ’
(1) aliminate the gaps within the individual projects;

(11) place u greater cwphusis on wobilising and developing
lndigenous human resources;

{(111) harness wmore guickly and efficiently the Ednancial
regources avallable to S+1 actlivities within the reglon;

(1v) ssuiur che smaller rerritorles both in dlecrimluatiug
amongut the varlous offers of asslestance as well as La
batter mansgemont of the wuelocance which they received;

(v} develop a reglonul and more rvational approach to teclinolugy
transfer, '

He was wlso confidunt that one of the wajor agends fvews for the Meuling
of Minlsters would be the consideratbon of hpy.S+T projects Lmpacted on
natlonal develupment and 4L would thevetove be uselul L Lhe vartonas agencles
could acvcive at o geweral congunsus on how thelr various torms of assistance

in 5+ to ﬁhé ceglon could be ractlonallaad,

*The represencatives from thie various agencles were then luvitaed te meke
individual presentations (sue Annexes [-VIII) after which there wab a wide-
roaging debate on the modaliecles for coordination and ratlonalisavion ul
S+41 uctivities within the Caribbean Reglon., From the ensulng discisslons
it berame gvident that theie was urpent need for reglonal cailaboratlnu In

S+1 ,activitles so as to enhance their impact within the Caribbean.

Several examples were quolad Lo fLiustrace that mwost Governmenls aubfor
tpstlcutlons were trylug Lo cope individually with the Issues ot vatlowalisu-
rion, internal coordination aud mobllisation of Einwuces [or S+ and there- N
{ore some mechanlsm would Liuve to be crested for poollup resourcus su as Lo
cupure coherence of projecis and mygreover to demarcate certain arveas ol

responsibllity. For this Lu be sccumplished, projects wust be seun
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a5 compriging o common framework ol actlvity which harmonised with an overall
i . .

strategy ‘for regional development.

The repredentative from the United Natlons Funding System for Sclence
and Technology for Davelopment (UNFSSTD) observed.tﬁat many agencles,
bgrause of thedlr financilal 1nfluence, mlatakenly assumed tha ;ole of policy-
pafera and in several instances the actusl welactlon of projects was ngt
bafAed on sufficiently factual informuilon, Ha therefore muggested that
thu Ceribbesn Council for Bailencu and Tuchuology (CCST); ow o ruglonal
intergovernmantal agency, -should be regarded as the main policy-~making

orgunisation and should be involved in the preliminary selectlon of projects.

The UNESCO representative in sgrveelng with the observation, clted a
current example of ‘three agencles providing aeﬁarute Bupport Enr basically
one reglonal project but from individuul perceptions of needs and require-
ments. The acceptance of a racional framework of 5+T activitles would
therefore allow the political decision-makers to be wure selective in
their cholce of projects, by directing agencles to pool thelr several aftorts

for the eventual beneflt of the raglon.

The representative from the World Meteorological. Organisation (WMO)
observed that a aerious problem endemic to developing countries was that
the uwumber of sraff, 1n most natlonal planning minlstries was limiced and
(apart from some nof;ble exceptions) had only recently ucquiréd skills in
coordinating and assessing the impact of 54T on developmeﬁt. He there-
fore regarded CCST as providing a pertect interface betwewn the paliticlan
and the technlclan and proposed that the Council should undertake an
analysis of the asslstance in S+I provided to each territory in the reglan
.(as had beeu'dpne for .aducation by UEESCU). The information obrailned
would be u%ed to elabérate a mechanism for incorporating S+¥ ‘ \\%

within development strategles.

.

The Commonwealth Science Council (C5C) representative observed .that
desplte the tremendous amount af fnterest Iin S+1, the considerable
financlal inputs and the enormous needs of the reglon, there were still
several srevas of neglect wilthin the projeiLs. For example, no one project

focused specifically on such important issues as humap resource development;
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ui;unnlur of tuchuulogy or the Jormulatlon ol g reglunal policy Lo
Sclenca and Technology, all of which would cumulatdvely enhisace Lhe
dmpact of the various Indlvldual projects und eunusbie countries Lo be
more aelective both 1id the project implementation and in the awsilstance

thut would be ruquired.

The represaentative from the United Nutloans Centre for Sclunce and
Techinology for Development (UNCSTD) informed the meeting that che Cuntre
way presently undertoaklng a survey to determine the exteul to which the
Vienna Actlon Programme wiu belng dmplenented ln various countulues. it
wus gprecd that the rusulls ot cho survey for che Caribbean ruglon would

be useful parallel Inforwavion and the UNCSTD represcentacive was ashel

e

tuv make the data avallable (o CCST when the exerclse was completed. ~

The comments of the varfoas vepresentarlves followed o o bl b
valun and Lhere were specdilc of lergs ol ayslstauce to Formulate o veplonal

veltaborat lve programmg Trom DB, GHE and OAL,
The meetlng cherelore recommended that;

(1) CUsT should courdlnuLte w ruglbuul colloburaclve proguamne
In three pliose:s:
) Phatse: Une
A documcut should be prepured ftemlzlug obl the
actlvitles fn 5+ of the varlous agencles withln the
reglon topether with fhair speclflé interescy,
Phige Twy
The above document will be discusded by a amall
sub-commlrtee ul CCHY which will attempt vo demarcuale
arcas of responslbllity amongst the various agencles und
‘ along Lhe llnes of their specliile concerns, This

document, could then be discussed by CUST ar a plunary '

s

meet ling Lo ensure Consensus, . .
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(11)

(111)

(iv)

Phave Three
pedliabt: ACAE R

l;\s an officlul CCSP document 1t could then be
forwarded to the various wember povermments for thelr
modiflcation and/or approval. Once peneral approval
was obtained the document could aleo be used to elaborate

o ragional policy in Scleuce and Technology.

’

An annual inter-agancy meeting should be held immediately prlor
to tha plenary mepeting of CUST; - -

The genarous offer from OAS to wpunsor a consultunt to undertake
Plhiase One of (1) aud at least one fncer-agency meeting should be
sccepted; and . "

CCST should pursue the offcers from the Carlbbean Development Daunk
(CpB)Y and the Commonwenl)Lh Sclence Councll (CSC) to sponsor a reglunal
semlnar/workshop en the Management of Reuearcl,
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1. Statement by Ur._u. M. leviwg, Chalrman, CCST
2, Presentatlon ol Reports/Statements by Agenciles engaged,
in S+ actlvities with the Carlbbean Reglon
(1) Cacdbbean Communltly SecreLufiat'(CARleM)
(;l) Cavlbboun Devoelopment Bunk (COl)
(Lil) Commonwealth S¢lence Council (CSC)
(Lv) Ovguwlsutfon ot Amerlcan States (DAS)
(v) United Natlous Development Programme (UN§E)

(vi) tnfted Nalions Educatlonal, Scientifle and Cultuval
Organisatlion (UNESCO)

(vii) Unleed Natlons Fluanclng Systewm for Sclence and
fechnolopy tor nevelopment (UNESSTD)

(vilL) University ot the West Indies. (PwWi)

(ix) Hirlted Natlons Centre for Sclence and Technology
Lur Bevedupieens (UNUS'TY)

2t

() World Meteurolugical Orguanlsation {(WMO)

J. Cons blevativn ot wodalities for coordination aud ralilonal lsacloy

ol S5+ activities wilthin the Replon

4. Any other business
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Conmonweial th Seicnce Council (CSC)

Caribbean bevelopment Bank (Chb)

Meteorological Survice - Jamalca
{(WMO)

CARICOM Scerctarial
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and Poectmotopgy for Bevelopment
(UNCSTD)
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Carlbbaan

Halted Notbons Floancing Sysitem lor

welence and Technology bor
Development (UNFSS'TD)

.

Vigantsation ol Aswer lean Slates

(VAS)

Curdbbeian Councll tur Scleunce and
Technulogy (CCST)

Caribbeon Come ) tor Sclewce aud

Techno logy (CCST)

UN Loeonomic Comnlusion For Latlo
Amerjca (EULA)
Latln

UN Evopomis Commibosion o

Amecioin (KCLA)
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