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REPORT OF THE SECOND MEETING OF THE MONITORING COMMITTEE
OF THE CARIBBEAN DEVELOPMENT AND CO-OPERATION COMMITTEE 

T r in id a d  & Tobago. 14 A ugust 1989

The m eeting was c a l le d  to  o rd e r  by th e  Chairm an, C a r ly le  
C o rb in  o f  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  V i r g i n  Is la n d s , who in tro d u c e d  the  
proposed agenda as f o llo w s :

(a ) S ta tu s  o f im p le m e n ta tio n  o f  r e s o lu t io n s  o f  e le v e n th  
s e s s io n  o f  th e  C a rib b e a n  Developm ent and C o -o p e ra tio n  Committee 
(C D C C ), in c lu d in g  p ro p o s a ls  recommended by th e  th e n  Chairm an, th e  

M in is t e r  o f  E x te rn a l A f f a i r s  and In t e r n a t io n a l  Tra d e  o f  T r in id a d  
and Tobago;

(b ) Review o f  th e  work programme o f  th e  CDCC;

(c )  C o n s id e ra tio n  o f  proposed a c t i v i t i e s ;  and,

(d ) O th e r m a tte rs .

The d r a f t  agenda was adopted.

The f o llo w in g  documents were c ir c u la t e d  by th e  s e c r e t a r ia t  
w ith  re s p e c t to  th e  m e e tin g :

(a ) P ro g re se  r e p o r t  on th e  im p le m e n ta tio n  o f  th e  CDCC work 
programme f o r  th e  p e r io d  March 1989 to  A ugust 1989 (LC/CA R /G .2 7 6 );

(b ) R e p o rt o f  th e  f i r s t  m eeting o f  th e  M o n ito r in g  Committee
o f th e  CDCC (LC /C A R /G Í2 7 1 ); and

(c )  Work programme o f  th e  ECLAC S u b re g io n a l H e a d q ua rte rs  f o r  
th e  C a rib b e a n  f o r  th e  second p e r io d  o f  th e  1988-89 biennium  
(LC/CAR /G .258) .

Agenda Item  1 -  S ta tu s  o f  Im p le m e n ta tio n  
o f  CDCC R e s o lu tio n s

The Chairm an c ir c u la t e d  c o p ie s  o f  correspondence between 
h im s e lf  and th e  E x e c u tiv e  S e c re ta ry  o f  th e  Econom ic Commission f o r  
L a t in  Am erica and th e  C a rib b e a n , M r. G e rt  R o s e n th a l, s in c e  th e  la s t  
m eeting o f  th e  M o n ito rin g  Com m ittee. - He s ta te d  t h a t  t h i s  
co rrespo nden ce o u t l in e d  th e  S e c r e t a r i a t 's  g e n e ra l response to  
p ro p o s a ls  made by th e  M in is t e r  o f  E x te rn a l A f f a i r s  o f  T r in id a d  and 
Tobago and s h o u ld , t h e r e f o r e , form  th e  b a s is  f o r  d is c u s s io n  o f  t h is  
agenda item*

The Chairm an in d ic a te d  a ls o  t h a t  com m unications w ith  th e  
E x e c u tiv e  S e c re ta ry  were to  be seen in  th e  c o n te x t o f  th e  CARICOM 
F o re ig n  M in is te r s  M eeting in  S t .  L u c ia  w h ich  co n s id e re d  th e  
p ro g re s s  b e in g  made in  th e  im p le m e n ta tio n  o f  p ro p o s a ls  re g a rd in g  
th e  CDCC. An in p u t  c o u ld  have been made by th e  Chairm an o f  CDCC 
based on th e  r e p ly  o f  th e  E x e c u tiv e  S e c re ta ry .
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Ambassador Flemming o f  S a in t  L u c ia , who atte n d e d  th e  m eeting 
in  S t .  L u c ia , gave a r e p o r t  on m a tte rs  co n ce rn in g  th e  CDCC and 
in d ic a te d  t h a t  CARICOM M in is te rs  had mandated a s m a ll group 
c o m p ris in g  Ja m a ica , T r in id a d  and Tobago and S a in t  L u c ia  t o :

(a ) lo o k  in t o  th e  p ro g re s s  o f  th e  im p le m e n ta tio n  o f the  N 
r e s o lu t io n ;

(b ) d e te rm in e  th e  e x te n t to  w hich th e  recom m endations c o u ld  
be im plem ented;

(c )  a s c e rta in  what a c t io n , i f  any, was re q u ire d  o f  governm ent 
re p re s e n ta t iv e s  in  th e  im p le m e n ta tio n  and;

(d ) in d ic a t e ,  i f  any aspects  c o u ld  n o t be im plem ented, what 
course  o f a c t io n  would be re q u ire d  to  c o r r e c t  th e  s i t u a t io n .

The group was to  r e p o r t  to  th e  ne xt CARICOM F o re ig n  M in is te rs  
m e e tin g , t e n t a t iv e ly  scheduled to  be h e ld  in  New Y o rk , on O cto b e r 
10, 1989 d u r in g  th e  fo rth co m in g  G en eral Assem bly o f th e  U n ite d
N a tio n s .

..
The m eeting decid e d  to  d is c u s s  th e  E x e c u tiv e  S e c r e ta r y 's  

response (a  copy o f w hich  i s  a tta ch e d  as Annex I )  p o in t  bv p o in t .

The S e c r e t a r ia t  inform ed th e  m eeting th a t  w ith  re s p e c t to  the  
P5 p o s t , th e  Deputy D ir e c t o r  had assumed some r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  f o r  
S cie n ce  and Te c h n o lo g y , s in c e  i t  seems t h a t  th e  p o s t was o r i g i n a l l y  
earm arked f o r  S cie n ce  and Te c h n o lo g y .

A f t e r  much d is c u s s io n , i t  was agreed th a t  th e  p o st now 
encumbered in  S a n tia g o  sh ould  be re tu rn e d  to  P o rt  o f S p a in .

On p o in t  2 , re g a rd in g  th e  p ro p o s a l th a t  th e  Programme O f f ic e r  
was to  work w ith  th e  S e c re ta ry  o f  CDCC, th e  D ir e c t o r  e x p la in e d  th a t  
as s ta te d  in  th e  E x e c u tiv e  S e c r e ta r y 's  l e t t e r ,  t h a t  p o s t a lre a d y  
e x is te d  and th e  incum bent was a s s is t in g  th e  S e c re ta ry  o f  CDCC. I t  
was agreed by th e  d e le g a tio n s  th a t  th e  p ro p o s a l was made in  the  
c o n te x t o f  th e  proposed u p g ra d in g  o f  th e  p o s t o f  S e c re ta ry  to  the 
P5 g ra d e , w hich  would e n t a i l  in cre a se d  r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  and 
o p e ra tio n s  and t h a t  th e  p re s e n t s it u a t io n  sh ou ld  c o n tin u e  u n t i l  a 
d e c is io n  was taken on th e  u p g ra d in g  o f  th e  p o s t o f th e  S e c re ta ry .

R e f e rr in g  to  th e  proposed p o st o f  Deputy E x e c u tiv e  S e c re ta ry  
w ith  r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  f o r  th e  C a rib b e a n , i t  was th e  im p re ss io n  o f  the  . 
m eeting t h a t  i t  was n o t p ru d e n t to  pursue t h i s  recommendation a t  
t h i s  t im e .

I t  was noted th a t  se m i-a n n u a l m eetings o f th e  M o n ito rin g  
Committee a re  now b e in g  conducted.
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P o in t  5 proposed in c re a se d  t r a v e l  by th e  CDCC S e c re ta ry  t o  

member c o u n t r ie s . A f t e r  an in s p e c t io n  o f  th e  S e c r e t a r y 's  t r a v e l  
s c h e d u le ,„ i t  was agreed to  a w a it th e  response o f  th e  E x e c u tiv e  
S e c r e ta r y , as s ta te d  in  h is  l e t t e r .  D e le g a te s  r e it e r a t e d  th e  need 
f o r  in c re a s e d  c o n ta c t  w ith  governm ents, e s p e c ia l ly  th o se  w hich  had 
n o t been a c t iv e  in  th e  Com m ittee.

V w

D e le g a te s  expressed d isagreem ent w ith  th e  s u g g e s tio n  o f  th e  
E x e c u tiv e  S e c re ta ry , in d ic a te d  a t  p o in t  6 o f  h is  l e t t e r ,  t h a t  th e  
r é in t r o d u c t io n  o f  a s p e c if ic  budget r e g u la t io n s  f o r  th e  CDCC w ould 
be in c o m p a tib le  w ith  p re s e n t b u d g e tin g  o f  th e  o r g a n iz a t io n  and 
asked f o r  th e  s p e c if i c  r e g u la t io n  t o  be c i t e d .

The D ir e c t o r  e x p la in e d  th a t  he w ould have no problem  w ith  a 
s p e c if i c  budget l i n e  f o r  CDCC b u t t h a t  th e  p re s e n t arrangem ent 
a llo w e d  f o r  more f l e x i b i l i t y  in  th e  use o f  funds and in  
im ple m e n tin g  th e  work programme.

W ith  re s p e c t t o  th e  proposed s tre n g th e n in g  o f th e  CDCC 
S e c r e t a r ia t ,  d e le g a te s  suggested t h a t  i t  sh o u ld  be lo oke d  a t  in  
th e  c o n te x t  o f  enhanced com m unications w ith  governm ents, by th e  
p r o v is io n  o f  adequate le v e ls  o f  s t a f f  to  meet governm ent re q u e s ts  
and t o  im plem ent th e  work programme, and the  e s ta b lis h m e n t o f  a 
more m e a n in g fu l ra p p o rt  w ith  o th e r  re g io n a l o rg a n iz a t io n s  such as 
CARICOM and th e  OECS.

D e le g a te s  r e it e r a t e d  th e  v ie w  t h a t  th e  S e c r e t a r ia t  sh o u ld  
p ro v id e  c lo s e r  s u p p o r t .to  th e se  o rg a n iz a t io n s  and d e a l w ith  is s u e s  
t h a t  have lo n g e r  term  e f f e c ts  on th e  r e g io n .

Agenda Item s 2 and 3 -  Review o f  th e  Work Programme; 
and C o n s id e ra tio n  o f  Proposed A c t i v i t i e s

I t  was agreed th a t  agenda item s 2 and 3 sh o u ld  be looked a t  
j o i n t l y .  The  S e c r e t a r ia t  o u t l in e d  th e  w ork o f th e  Committee s in c e  
th e  la s t  M o n ito r in g  m e e tin g , as w e ll  as th e  proposed a c t i v i t i e s  to  
com plete th e  b ie n n iu m . The S e c r e t a r ia t  inform ed th e  Committee 
t h a t  a c t i v i t i e s  were a ls o  undertaken o u ts id e  o f  th e  work programme, 
in  an e f f o r t  t o  b r in g  m a tte rs  t h a t  may n o t have been d iscu sse d  
d u r in g  th e  annual m eetings to  th e  a t t e n t io n  o f  governm ents and to  
s e n s it iz e  governm ents to  is s u e s  h a v in g  b ro a d e r im p lic a t io n s  f o r  the  
re g io n , as th e y  appear from  tim e to  t im e .

D e le g a te s  expressed th e  need f o r  more in fo rm a tio n  w ith  re s p e c t 
t o  th e  com pleted a c t i v i t i e s  o f  th e  Committee and f o r  documents to  
be se n t t o  governm ents e a r ly  enough to  a llo w  them to  c o -o r d in a te  
t h e i r  p o s it io n s  on th e  v a r io u s  a sp e cts  o f  th e  work programme a t  the  
n a t io n a l l e v e l .  In  t h i s  way re p re s e n ta t iv e s  to  th e  Committee 
m eetings c o u ld  make m eaningful c o n t r ib u t io n s  and a s s is t  the  
S e c r e t a r ia t  in  th e  developm ent o f  programmes o f  r e a l  b e n e f it  to  
member s ta te s .
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D e le g a te s  a ls o  expressed th e  need f o r  member c o u n tr ie s  to  

a s s ig n  fo c a l p o in ts  f o r  CDCC a t  th e  n a t io n a l le v e l  w hich would 
a s s is t  in  c o l la b o r a t io n  and c o -o r d in a t io n  o f  a c t i v i t i e s ,  b oth  w ith  
th e  S e c r e t a r ia t  and w ith  th e  v a r io u s  n a t io n a l m in is t r ie s  in v o lv e d  
in  th e  work o f  th e  CDCC.

The Chairm an thanked p a r t ic ip a n t s  and th e  S e c r e t a r ia t  f o r  
w o rth w h ile  and m e a n in g fu l d is c u s s io n s . T h e re  b r in g  no o th e r  
b u s in e s s  th e  m eetin g  a d jo u rn e d ;



ANNEX I

CQPY

D r. C a r ly le  C o rb in  
O f f ic e  o f  th e  G o ve rn or
The  V i r g i n  Is la n d s  o f th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  
C h a r lo tt e  A m a lie , S t .  Thomas 
V r i g i n  Is la n d s  00801

Dear D r . C o rb in ,

T h is  w i l l  acknowledge r e c e ip t  o f  y o u r te le fa x e d  l e t t e r  o f  May 
2. I  t r i e d  to  c o n ta c t  you to d a y by te le p h o n e , b u t was inform ed 
t h a t  you w ould be back u n t i l  Monday. I  am t h e re f o re  hereby 
re s p o n d in g  t o  y o u r message.

I  have no d i f f i c u l t y  w it h  th e  con ce p t o f  p re p a rin g  a w o rk in g  
pa p e r f o r  any member governm ent t h a t  asks f o r  same, re g a rd le s s  o f  
th e  fo ra  i t  i s  in te n d e d  f o r .  My problem  i s  t h a t ,  as p o in te d  o u t 
in  my l e t t e r  o f  A p r i l  21, I  r e a l l y  have no a d d it io n a l  in s ig h t s  to  
o f f e r  you beyond what I  a lre a d y  s a id  in  New Y o rk . In  o th e r  w ords, 
f o r  th e re  to  be a w o rk in g  p a p e r, th e re  would have to  be some 
s u b s ta n tiv e  in p u t .

Perhaps i t  w puld h e lp , how ever, i f  I  w ould r e i t e r a t e  what I  
t o ld  th e  M o n ito r in g  Committee M eeting o f  CDCC in  New Yo rk  h e ld  on 
March 29, re g a rd in g  R e s o lu tio n  26 ( X I ) . S a id  R e s o lu tio n  g e n e ra lly  
endorses th e  recom m endations made by th e  M in is t e r  o f E x te rn a l 
A f f a i r s  and In t e r n a t io n a l  Tra d e  o f  T r in id a d  and Tobago. Those 
recom m endations, and my re a c t io n s  to  same, in c lu d e d  th e  f o l lo w in g :

1) R e s to ra tio n  o f  a P -5  p o s t to  th e  POS O f f ic e .  I  inform ed 
th e  M o n ito r in g  Com m ittee t h a t  we do n o t have a va c a n t P -5  p o st 
a v a ila b le *  n o r w i l l  we in  th e  fo re s e e a b le  f u t u r e , due t o  th e  p o st 
re d u c t io n  e x e r c is e . How ever, we a re  w i l l i n g  to  r e s t o r e  th e  P -5  
p o s t a ssig n e d  to  th e  POS O f f ic e ,  b u t p r e s e n t ly  encumbered in  
S a n tia g o , to g e th e r  w ith  th e  S t a f f  Member encum bering same.

2) C re a t in g  o f  a programme o f f i c e r  to  work w ith  the  
S e c re ta ry  o f  CDCC. T h is  p o s t a lre a d y  e x is t s ,  a l b e i t  on a p a r t -t im e  
b a s is .

3) The  appointm ent o f  a new p o s t in  S a n tia g o  a t  th e  Deputy 
E x e c u tiv e  S e c re ta ry  l e v e l ,  w ith  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  C aribbean 
A f f a i r s .  T h is  is  a m a tte r beyond o u r j u r i s d i c t i o n .  I t  w ould have 
t o  be ta k e n  up w ith  a p p ro p ria te  com m ittees a t  h e a d q u a rte rs  and even 
th e  G e n e ra l Assem bly.
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4) Convening s e m i-a n n u a l m eetings o f  th e  M o n ito rin g  
Com m ittee. T h is  i s  now an o n -g o in g  a c t i v i t y .

5) In c re a s e d  v i s i t s  to  CDCC c o u n tr ie s  on th e  p a r t  o f  the 
S e c re ta ry . We a re  making p r o v is io n s  to  im plem ent t h is  
recommendation* **

6} Ã r é in t r o d u c t io n  o f  a s p e c if ic  budget l i n e  f o r  CDCC in  
th e  UN b u d g e t. T h i s  w ould be in c o m p a tib le  w ith  p re s e n t b u d g e ta ry  
r e g u la t io n s  o f  t h i s  O rg a n is a t io n .

7) In  g e n e ra l, s tre n g th e n in g  o f  th e  CDCC S e c r e t a r ia t .  We
have r e c e n t ly  secured  e x tra b u d g e ta ry  fu n d in g  on th e  p a r t  o f  the
Government o f  N e th e rla n d s  in  th e  amount o f  a p p ro x im a te ly  US$330,000 
to  s tre n g th e n  t r a in i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  in  th e  POS O f f ic e .

I  t r u s t  t h a t  you w i l l  c o n s id e r t h is  l e t t e r  as a p ro x y  o f  a
w o rk in g  p a p e r. We a ls o  p la n  to  d e ve lo p  a f u l l e r  r e p o r t  f o r  th e  
n e x t CDCC M e e tin g , as mandated in  p o in t  2 o f  R e s o lu tio n  26 ( X I ) .

C o r d ia l ly  y o u rs ,

G e rt R osenthal 
E x e c u tiv e  S e c re ta ry

- *
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ANNEX II

BARBADOS

JAMAICA

NETHERLANDS ANTILLES

SAINT LUCIA

TRINIDAD & TOBAGO

UNITED STATES
VIRGIN ISLANDS

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

C a lv in  S . N ile s  
A c t in g  H ig h  Com m issioner 
Barbados H ig h  Commission 
82 Long C i r c u la r  Road 
M araval
P o r t -o f -S p a in ,  T r in id a d

Lorne T .  McDonnough 
Deputy H ig h  Com m issioner 
Jam aican H igh Commission 
2 Newbold S tre e t  
S t .  C l a i r
P o r t -o f -S p a in ,  T r in id a d

Ferrain P. C o ro nel 
Second S e c re ta ry
Embassy o f th e  R oyal N e th e rla n d s  
L i f e  o f Barbados B u ild in g  

' 69-71 Edward S tr e e t  
P o r t -o f -S p a in

C h a rle s  S . Flemming 
Ambassador
Permanent M is s io n  o f S a in t  L u c ia  

to  th e  U n ite d  N a tio n s  
^.820 Second Avenue 

New Y o rk , N .Y . 10017

Lo u is  A . W i l t s h ir e
D ir e c t o r ,  P o l i t i c a l  A f f a i r s  D iv is io n  
M in is t r y  o f E x te rn a l A f f a ir s  

and In t e r n a t io n a l  Tra d e  
"K n o w sle y", Queen's Park West 
P o r t -o f -S p a in

F ra n c is  M cBarnett 
F o re ig n  S e rv ic e  O f f ic e r  I I  
P o l i t i c a l  A f f a i r s  D iv is io n  
M in is t r y  o f  E x te rn a l A f f a i r s  

and In t e r n a t io n a l  Tra d e  
"K n o w sle y", Q ueen's Park West 
P o r t -o f -S p a in

C a r ly le  C o rb in
R e p re s e n ta tiv e  f o r  E x te rn a l A f f a i r s  
O f f ic e  o f th e  G overnor 
P .O . Box 59 
S t .  Thomas
U n ite d  S ta te s  V i r g in  Is la n d s  00801
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