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PROGRESS REPORT BY THE SECRETARYAT (E/CW,12/AC.50/2, B/CN.12/4C.50/3,
E/CN.12/AC.50/1, end E/QN,12/4€C.50/6)

Mr. ROCHA (Colembia) observed that the draft anmial report to the
Economic and Social Council (E/CN.12/AC.50/2) contained the statement thst
‘under the Colambisn four~yesr plan for public investments sn inerement of
5.5.pef cent in the gross nationgl income during the period 1961-70 wss
envisaged, The correct figare was 5.6 per cent. |
"~ The CHAIRMAN said thot the secretsrist would make the necessary
correction in the draft report,

Mr. SOLARI (Argentina) said that the present session of the Committee
of the Whole was being held in circumstances and under suspices different
from those of its previous sessions, The peoples of America, psrticularly
of Latin America, had moved forward from the stage of studies to that of
achievement, _ A

Latin fmerics was faced with three general economic problems: the
problem of placing its finances on 2 sound footing, the question of monetary
stability and the problem of promoting its development, The present
session provided an umisual opportunity to take a vital and decisive step
in the field of economic development.

It was not sheer coincidence that ECLA had foreseen, and suggested
solutions for, the technical requirements with which Govermments were
confronted at the present stage. The Argentine delegation wished to pay
a tribute to the Executive Secretery snd staff of ECLA for their dedication
to the progress of the Latin American people and the search for effective
solutions to the problems crested by under-development, Argentina
hed had an opportunity at the sixteenth session of the United Nations
General Assembly to contirue its action in favour of the strengthening of
ECLA and, together with Brazil and other countries, had sponsored General
Assembly resolution 1709 (XVI) on “Decentralization of the economic and
gocial activities of the United Nations and strengthening of the regional
econoﬁic commissions®, Later, in the Advisory Committee on Administrastive
and Budgetary Questions it had supported messures designed to enable
ECLL to take full and effective part in technical assistance activities,

) /He hoped
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He hoped that the Govermments of States members of ECLA would take
similar sction during the current session. .

The Conference on Tax Administration, held at Buenos fires in 1961, .
was further evidence of Argentina’s dedication to the positive action
undertaken under ECLA's auspices. - -

It was in thet spirit thet he wished to eddress himself. to the -
question of the establisiment of the Institute for Economic and Social
Planning, which in his view should be based on two essential principles:

l. The Institute should be established under the auspices of the
Governments of the States members of ECLA; 2. The Institute should be

an sutonomous body with full suthority to deal directly with Govermments
and to inférpret accurately the mendste entrusted to ECLA, It should be
noted, in that connéxion, thet it wes not the Mansging Director of the
Spécial Fund but its Governing Council which had "final authority for the
approval of the projects and programmes" of the Fund under General
Assembly resolution 1240 (XIII). The same principle spplied to the
Inter-American Development. Benk and to the Organization of pmerican States,

The co~operation between the Commission, IDB and 0LS, 25 mentioned
by the Execitive Secretary of ECLA, was an encouraging sign and dispelled
such doubts as might have been entertained concerning the successful
co-ordination of the activities of the three orgenizstions,

With respect to the view that the possibility‘of obtaining funds
should constitute a basic criterion which should be formally recognized
in the terms of reference concerning membership in the Council of Directors
of the Institute, the Argentine delegation felt that it infringed certain
basic principles, Autonamy was ‘a fundamental principle in economic
development as it wes in political organization, The concept of separate
plans for the formulation snd evaluetion of which esch country retained
full responsibility was already s cardingl principle of programming in the
Western Hemisphere recognized both in Generzl issembly resolution 1708 (XVI)
and in ECLA resolution 199 (IX), While Governments might, and in fact did,
require technicsl co~oOperation in formulating their plans, the responsibility
for the formulation and evaluation of plans and projects was.theiré~alone
and neither could nor should be delegated to international civil servants
who neither represented nor spoke on behslf of Goverrments.

. - [Argentina considered
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Argentina considered the establishment of the institute net only
desirable but necessary. It expected to derive benefit from the work of
the Institute and also to make major' contrilutions to it for the benefit
of other Latin American countries. The trasining of qualified staff in the
field of development planning would contritute to a better exchange of
experiences among planning officials of the States members of ECLA 2nd to the
strengthening of nationgl nuclei responsible for the formulation and
evaluation of economic development plans, ‘

-~ In carrying out the Institute!s training programme, sccount should be
taken of the fact that Latin Americs constituted a geographical as well
as en ideological amd cultursl unpit dedicabted to democratic snd Christian
idesls, Argentina therefore unreservedly rejected any attempt or proposal
- to assimilate or sdapt methods or experiences ‘emanating from ideo_logies
alien to America, He wished to meke thst clesr in view of the possibility
of provisions which would involve recourse to the experience of experts,.
as well es funds, from countries with céntrally plsmed econcmies, .
TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT (E/N,12/AC,50/5)

Mr, ECHEGOYEN {(Technical Assistance Board) pointed out that 1961 had
been the final yesr of programming on an anmual basis, the Expsnded
Programme of Technical Assistsnce having been approved for s period of
two years instead of cne as hi;f.ﬁerw. '

While the technical assistance programmes for the period 1961-1962
had increased for Latin Americe as a whole, the region's share showed
a slight percentage drop which reflected the channelling of additional
resources to the newly independent States Members of the United Nations,
However, in sbsolute terms, the annual average of the approved 1961»1962
programme for the region was grester than in 1960, the increasse being to
a large extent due to the _anergéncy programme approved for Chile after
the earthquekes in 1960, _

While the upward trend in the pledges to EPTA was a welcome development,
the effect wes somewhet tempered by the disappointing record of actual
péymaits received, Delays in payment of local ceost contributions in reistion
to the sssistance provided to Governments in the ECLA region continued to be
a source of conecern,

The meeting was suspended at 4,10 p.n, and .resumed at 4,30 pom,
Ve, Farobar
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Mr. Egcobar Cerda (Chile) took the Chair.

UNITED NATTIONS BUILDING N SANTIAGO {E/CN.lI?/AC 50/8; Conference Room Paper
No. 2)

. Mr. BOLANOS (Costs Kica), on behalf of his own country and of the
delegations of México and‘ﬁrugu;y,_submiﬁted a draft resolution (Conference
Room Peper ¥o, 2) in which, in the light of the secretarist!s report
on the United Nations building in Ssntiago, Chite (E/CN.12/4C.50/8), it was
proposed that an ad hoc committee be established to co-ordinate and promote

~ the gift programme, so as to ensure the fitting out and decoration of the
building while preserving the aﬁprOpriate chafacteristics-of dignity and
elegance. | - '

Mr, VAZQUEZ (Uruguay) proposed that the dreft resolution should be

discussed immediately,

The CHAIRMAN, having previously obtained the unanimous consent of the
Committee to discuss the draft resolution immediately in'accordance‘with
rule 34 of the Commission's rules of proce&ure, where so decided by the. .
 Commission, submitted‘tﬁe draft resolution for discussion and vote.

The draft resolution submitted by Coste Rics, Mexico and Uruguay wes

adopted unanimously.

 Mr, DIAZ CONTRERAS (Chile) proposed that the appointment of the
three representetives to serve on the sd hoe committee referred to in -
the draft resolution just adopted should be deferred until the follow1ng

meetlng.
It was S0 agreed
LATIN AMERICAN INSTITUTE FOR DEVELOPMENT PLANNING (Q/CN Y2/aC, 50/7 and Corr.l,
Mr. ROCHA (Colombia) considered that the present session of the-
Committee of the Whole_held a sp301al prcctlcal significance for the future

- of Latin America and for its'development plans, since it was st the present
session that the permanent foundations would be laid for the Letin American
Institute for Development Planning. That Institite would be ealled upon to
serve as the main instrument in the common battle against economic and social
under—development., Tt .would facilitate fulier'studies, the preparation of
programmes and, in brief, the launching of the specific plans required for
-thé‘develépment of each country, Colombia now had a general development
programme snd a national public investmenit plan, made possible through the
i o ]aid received —
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2id received from ECLA and other United Nations bodies. The proposed
Institute should operate in close relationship with ECLA; it should have a
Council of Directors in which member countries should have an active
influence and cantrol, but in conjunction with the representatives of the
international bodies that would most nomally be concerned with the details
of its operation, such as the Inter-Americsn Development Bank (IDB), the
Orgsnization of American States (OAS) and ECLA itself; and it should have an
Executive Director with sufficiently broad functions and the exeéutive
ability to launch effectively such & complicated technical body as the
Institute must necessarily be. He would join with certain other delegaﬁions
in sponsoring a draft resolution that would be submiited to the Comnittee

in due course, )

Mr, DIAZ CONTRERAS (Chile) recognized the urgent need to encourage the
training of experts in economic development, a task for which the proposed
Latin American Institute for Development Plamning would be well fitted,
Like the representative of Colombia, he intended to join with other
delegatidns in sutmitting a draft resolution which might serve as the basic
charter of the new body. He considered that the new Institute should be a
technical and teaching body that should operate with the guidance and under
the aegis of ECLA, with an.executive body on which there should be proper
representstion of the Goverrments of member countries and of the
international bodies concerned, The co-ordination that had been achieved
between IDB, OhS and ECLA represented a clear step forward for the economic
development of the Latin American countries, but it shoul’d be established
on & sounder footing by providing those bodies with proper representstion
on the Council of Directors of the Institute, He also considered it
essential that the Executive Director of the Institute should have the
necessary combination of executive powers and delegated suthority to ensure
that the programmes would be executed promptly and efficiently; consequently,
it would be desirable for him to participste, without vote, in the |
delibérations of the Council of Directors,

Mr, VERA (United Nations Educationsl, Scientific and Cultural
Organization).Said that his organization was naturslly interested in the
proposal to establish a Latin Ameriecsn Institute for Development Planning,
since without proper co-ordination with economic and social development

' /there could
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there could be no systenétic and éffective development of the educational
services, which was the‘speciallfield of UNESCO, The truth of thet had been
recognized at the Inter<imericah Seminsf on Over<all Planning of Education
held jointly by UNESCO and OAS in Washington in June 1958{ Since then both
organizetions had continued their efforts to put into practice the
conclusions reached at that seminar, with the result that there were now
educationzl development plans in sixteen Latin American countries, Further
proof of UNESCO's interest in co-operating in thet field wes its active
collaborstion with ECLA, OAS, FAO and the ILO in preparing the Letin
American Conference on Education and Bconomic and Social Development, which
was to wen at Santiago on 5 March 1962, In conclusion he suggested that the
proposed Latin American Institute for Development Planning should include a
special section desling with educational plahning. '

-Mr, PREBISCH (Executive Secretary) confirmed the interest shown by
UNESCO and FAO in psrticipating in the organization of the Lstin pmerican
Institute for Development Planning, For that purpose it might be possible
to mgke use, with respect to those two orgenizations and to the ILO and the
Pan Americsn Senitary Bureau, of the system represented by the Joint ECLA/FAQ
Agriculture Division, which operaied within ECLA under a Director appointed
by FAQ in consultation with the ECLA secretariat, He believed thst that
method would mzke it possible, once the Institute was established, to
organize a joint training programme for the planning of educstion, manpower
and agriculture. Such plans would reguire larger funds for their execution

thsn were available thus far, as well as unified direction in order to

ensure maximum efficiency, ‘
Mr. CAMPOS (Mexico), continuing the general discussion on the projected
Latin American Institute for Economiec and Sociel Planning and referring to
document B/GN,12/4C450/7 as well as to the views expressed at the beginning
of the meeting by the representstive of Argentina, said he was convinced of
the desirsbility of creating the Institute, and reczlled the support given
to the project by the Mexican delegation at the ninth session of the
Commission. In his opinion, the member countries of ECLA should tzke part in
thé administration of the Institute, and more especially the Latin jmerican
countries. He considered that it would be best to reduce the participation
of international orgenizations in the direction snd organization of the
/Institute, since
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Institute, since it would be undesireble thet the votes of Governments
should have the same weight ss that of the organizations, which might carry
the day in the mzjority of cases where the views of the government
representatives happened to conflict, .Since the organizations in question
were alrezdy collsborating closely with ECLA, the latter might well act as
their representative. That or a similsr solution would sssure the
wholghearted and effective participstion of the member Governments in the
administration of the Instltute.

The CHATHMAN said that the discussion of item 7 would be continued at
the next meeting,
PROGRAMME OF WORK AND PRIORITIES, 1961-6'3 (E/ON.12/4C.50/9}

The CHAIRMAN sulmitted for consgideration by the Committee the programme
of work and priorities for 1961-62 as presented by the secretariat, snd

pointed cut that its adeoption would involve a reservation with respect to
the items on fhe work progremme that might be trensferred to the Institute,
That possibility would be examlned once the resolution on the Institute
had been congidered,
The programme of work and érioritieai_lgél-éz, contained in document

E/CN 22/4C.50/9, was unsnimously sdopted, subject to the reservstion
indicated by the Chaimman,
DRAFT RESOLUTICNS .

- The CHAIRMAN announced that the next meeting would be held on Friday,
16 February, at 9,30 a.m., when the draft resolution on decentralization of

the economic and social activities of the United Nations and strengthening

of the regional economic commissions (Conference Room Paper No., 1} submitted
by the Argentine delegation would be discussed and put to the vote, together
with the other draft resolutions submitted in writing to the Secretariat by
the delegations twenty-four hours in sdvence, as stipulated in rule 34 of the

Commission's rules of procedure,

The meeting rose at 5.15% p.in



