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Consti tuti9n of the CQmmittee 

The Ad Hoc Comrni ttee on Ecc~omic Development ,,'as constituted at 

the plenary meeting on 36 May 1951. Mr. Martinez Sanchez, haad of 

the Cuban delegation, vIaS elected Chairman. 

The Committee con,s idered the following documents: 

EcoY'iomic Survey of 1atin America 1950 (E/CN .12/217). 

0s~~ :hooretical and Prac tical Problems ofE~onomic 
Growth (E/CN.12/221). 

Economic Deve10pment in Selected Latin American Countries 
(E/CN .12/218) • . . , 

E~oilO~i~ '~rld Legal Status of' Foreign:rnvestments in 
Se lected Latin American Cou ntries (E/CN.12/222). 

Prcductivi ty in 'the Cot '~ on Textile Ind:tt.~t:r;'y.;in Selected 
Latin American Countrie s (E/CN.12/219) ' . " . .t 

Report on the Technical Assistance Programme (E/CN.12/223). 

Report on the Economic Development and Immigration 
Com:nittee at the Secreta:riat Level (E/CN ,.12/224) • 
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Meas~res in r e lation to international action for 
conservation and utilization of non-agricul t1.Iral 
resourses (item r efeI'red by the Economic and Social 
Council) ~E/CN.12/231)~ 

Qistrioution gf \Jork 

At the Committee's second meeting it 10ms decided that the \!Jork 

should be distributed among ,two \llorking groups, the first to deal vIi th 

programmes and general problems of economic development and the second 

to consider the problem of immigration in rolation to economic 

development. 

The first Horking Group comprised the d_elegations of Brazil, Cuba, 

Chile, United State s of America, GUatemal'a, Nexico and Netherlands. 

Mr. Rufo 16pez Fresquet (Cuba) vIas designated Chairman. 

The second Working Group comprised the representatives of 

Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Peru, United Kingdom and Uruguay and Mr, 


Taylor (United Kingdom) acted as Chairman. The representatill>3 s of the 


110 and the IRO V.Jere invited to participatein the \vork of this 


Working Gro-qp. 


Agenda of .the...:.'£Lorking Groups' 


The vJorking Group on Programmes and Genera 1 P'roblems of 

Economic Dev~lopment had the following items on its agenda: 

(a) . Financing of economic development 


(b)' Technical assistance in the training of economists 


(c) Spe~ial industrial studies 

(d) . Preparation of economic development programmes 

'. /Financing 
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Draft resolutions concerning the problem of the financing 

of economic development "Jere submitted by the dGlegations of Cuba, 

Chile, United states of America and Mexico. They vJere combined into 

a joint draft in \'lhich the general aspects of the problem are 

considered and specific recommendations are made with regard to 

domestic and foreign sc~_"\.rces 0': financing economic development 

(E/CN.12/AC.12/l4) • 

Technical a~sistance 

The problem of technical assistance, with special reference to the 

training of economists, was dealt with in draft resolutions submitted 

by the delegations of Brazil, Cuba, Chile, Guatemala and Peru. TvlO 

furti1.er draft resolutions, w~1ic'J. WerE!' adopted by the Committee ~ arose 

from the examination of tho~edrafts. C~e refers to the creation of 

an ECLA Centre for the training of economists specializing in 

economic development. 

The re solution ~~ 1r. 0 recommends that the activitie s of that Centre 

should be co-ordinated 'vii th those of the research institute s , 

university faculties and schools of economics of Latin America 

(E/CN.12/AC.12/l). The other draft resolution on technical assistance 

requests the Secretary-General of the United Nations to utilize the 

ECLA Centre in Economic Development for arranging courses and 

seminar s, and for placing fe110'.l1s under the United Nations fellovlship 

programme (E/CN .12/AC .12/15). 
/Special industr..i.<ll 
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§pe~ial ind~trial st~di~ 

The special industri~l studies were dealt with in draft resolutions 

submj_tted jointly by the Cuban and Chilean delegations and by the 

l'·:iex:ican and Peruvian dele gations. 

'The Working Group 'adopted three draft resolutions on .special 

industrial studies. 

The fi:.' :3 t (E/CN.12/AC.12/9) refers to the' need for the Secretariat 

to continue its spe cial industrial studies, particularly on the steel, 

vJOod pulp and paper, basic chemicals and food industrie&, ~'. In the 

original draft, there vIas a reference to housing industries. ' 

Nevertheless, the Co::)ni ttee,after a full explanation by the Executive 

Secl'etC:t~~'>Y of the Intel' -American Economic and Social Council on the '\:lOrk 

being done in tha t fiel d by his organization, decided to delete from 

the draft resolu tion the ' refer-Brice ' to· housing industries lid th avie'.'l 

to establishing prope j~' co-ordination between the . two organizations. It 

VIc,S ag reed ,at the sugg e s tion of the lIexican delegation? that mention 

110uld be made in EeLA's report to the United Nations Economic and 
. . . 

S ~ cial Council of the dom~issionls ddncern :with that grave problem, 

stressing the reason 'I;Jl1Y the Commission had eliminated housing from its 

"h1.dies. 

The second c.:: aft resolution on special industri;:l.l studies 

recGrD.l'aended comple tion of the study on the productivity of labour in 

the cotton textile ' industry of fivo Latin American countries 

(E/eN.12/223) • It should be borneln mind that in completing that 

study, in addition to a technical analysis of managementandadministrati~ 

/there 
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there should be a general economic analysis of factors outside the 

industrial installations (E/CN e 12/AC.12/8)_ 

Finally,inconnexion vTith special industrial studies, the 

Committee adopted a draft re solution on technological research \{hich 

noted that the transfer of technological methods of highly 

industrialized countries directly tbthe lessdeveloped ' cou.nt~ies 
. . . 

often led to economically inappropriate solutions. In that draft 

resolution,the Corrunission recommends ' that th~ Executive Secretary 

should convene a meeting of experts to study the problems aris ing in 

that field (E/CN.12/AC~12/ll). 
1 ; . . 

:. !., 

Preparation of .economic development programmes 

The Committee ·adopted a b::.'oc.d draft resolution on economic 

development. programmes. It contained a statement of some of the basic 

requirements ' which should be bOl~ne ' in mind in a tentative programme . for 

economic development (E/CN~12/AC.12/l4). 

Problem of lnmmigration in rel·ation to econon1ic development 

The \{orkin:gGroup which consid'ered the problem of immigration in 

relation to economic development received draft resolutions submitted 

by ,the delegations of Chile, Peru and the United Kingdom. After 

exhaustive consultation 'Vlith the representatives of the specialized 

agencies members of the EconorJlic Development and Immigration Committee 

set up ,during the ·;~ }'::.. :,d s ession of ECLA, the Working Group pre pared a 

draft re solution vTich Has adopted by the Committee (E/CN.12/AC .12/6) • 

The representatives of Brazil, l'·lexicO, Peru and Argentina made statements 

in full Committee · on the immigrat:i.on policies of their respec~:ive 

/conntries 
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countries vii th reference to the concrete measures taken by each 

country to stimulate the floH of immigration. The representative 

of Haiti drew attentior to the sp~cial situation of his country as a 

result of the density of its population. In addition, the full 

Committee con.sideredand adopted the follov:Iing draft re solutions Z 

Integration of Central American Economies (E/CN.12/AC.12/7). 

This draft resolution was submitted jointly by the delegations 

of Costa Rica,EISalvador, Guatemala, ~onduras and Nicaragua. Its 

purpose is to adopt the first step tm,rards the future integration of 

the economies of those countries 9 vlhose economic development is 

hindered basically by trJ3ir lack of markets. The Executive Secretary 

of ECLA is requested, in his draf.t resolution, to study the means or 

plans for the progressive attainment of economic integration. The 

Committee d€IDOnstrated . its vTarm . support and adopted the draft 

resolution by acclamation. 

Agricultural development (E/CN.12/AC.12/10). 

This draft re solution9 originallysubmitted ..byCl::lile, 

comprises a "vide series of recommendations to governments on measures 

to stimulate the agricultural development of Latin American countries. 

Foreign investments 

This draft resolution9 submitted by the delegation of the United 

. Sta tes of America, requests governments \"'hich may not have done so, to 

reply to the questionnaire of the Secretariat on foreign investments, 

so that it might complete and publish its report on that subject. It 

was further agreed that in ECLA I S report to the Economic and ·Social 

/Council ef 
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Council of the United Nations, reference should be made to the need for 

goverrul1ents to reply to the said questior.naire, and that the delegates 

themselves should impre ,'?, s upon their respective goverrunents the 

urgency of the survey. 

Conservation and utilizatio~ of non-agricultural ~esources 
(E!CN" 12/AC.12718). 

This draft \V as submitted by the Brazilian delegation and it 

refers to the desirability of taking into account, at international 

conferences, the conclusions contained in the statement of the 

Executive Secretary of the Commission (E/CN.12/231). 

Continullticr\. of , the Econ9l1l.ic Survey of Latin America and Studies in the 
Field of Economic Development on a Permanent Basis (E/CN.J?!AC.121l9). 

This draft resolution originated \'lith the Cuban delegation and 

is intended to place on a permanent basis the studies 'which the 

Secretariat has been carrying on since 194-8 on the economic development 

and trends of Latin America. When the draft 'VIas discussed, it vias made 

clear that surveys of developments and trends in the economy of " 

Latin American countriGs vlould be made annually, and that at the S8111e 

time studies of economic development should be extended to countries 

not yet investigated by the Secretariat. 

l~t the final meeting of the fttll COl11ll1i ttee? the representatives of 

the Netherlands,' France and the United Kingdom graphically explained 

the accomplishments of their countries in the field of technical 

as sis tance and added that they \vere in a pos i tion to increase such 

assistance to Latin American countries. 

r------ .- --- .__.-. 
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