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OPENING OF SESSION

The ACTING CHAIRMAN, after apologizing for the
unavoidable absence of Mr. LODI, Chairman of the Commission'’s
Fifth Session, declared the Sixth Session open, and invited the

Cammission to elect its officers,

ELECTION OF CFFICERS

Election of Chairman

Mr. RANDALL (Uniped States of America) nominnted Mr.
VILLAVECES (Colombia).

Mr., PEREZ VILLAMIL (Argentiﬁa) sunportaed the nomination
of Mr. VILLAVECES.

Mr. VILLAVECES (Colombia) was elected Chairman by acclamztion.

Mr. VILLAVECES (Colombia)} tock the Cheir.

The CHAIRMAN thanked the Commission for the honour shown

to him as representative of Colombia. He wculd do his utmost to
ensure that the session was a success.

Election of First Vice-Chairman

Mr. DEL PEDREGAL (Chile) nominated Mr. PEREZ VILL&MIL
{Argentina).

Mr. GUARCA (Dominican Republic) supported Mr. PEREZ
VILLANMIL's nomination.

Mr, PEREZ VILLAMIL (Argentina) was elected first Vice-

Choirman by acclamation.

Mr. PEREZ VILLAMIL (argentina) thanked the Commission.

/Election of




Tlsetion oF Second Vice«Chairman

Mr, GUERRERC (N:icaragua) nominated Mr, RAMIREZ (Bl
Salvador).

Mr. LOPEZ ISAZA (Cuba) supported the nomin=ztion of
Mr, RAMIREZ.

Mr. RAMIREZ (Bl Salvador) was elected second Vice-Chairman

by acclamation.

Mr, RAMIREZ (EL Szlvador) expressed his gratitude to the
Commission.

Election of Rapporteur

Mr, FERNANDEZ DUR.N (Costa Rica) nominated lMr, GEORGES
PICOT {(France).
Mr, LACARTE (Urvguay) supported the nomination of Mr.

GEORGES PICOT.

Mr, GECRGES PICOT_(France) was_elected Rapporteur by

acclamation,

Mr, GEORGES PICOT (France), éfter‘recalling his previous
connexien with Latin America and the United Nations Secretariat,
thanked the Commissicn feor thus honouring him.

The CHAIRMEN‘proposed'that the representatives of Chile,
Costa Rica, the United States of America and Venczw la, together
with Mr., Patifio, Lisison Officer of'tﬁe Cdlombian Govéfnment and
the Executive Secretary of the Commiésién, cohstitute a committee
to receive the President of Colombﬁa and the Sécretcfy-Generai of

/the United
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the United Nations.

It was so agreed.

The meeting was suspended at 3.4Q0 p.m. and resumed at

4,30 p.m,

ADDRESS BY THE PRESIDENT OF COLOMBIA

His Excellency General-in-Chief Gustﬂvo Rojas Finilla,
President of the Republic of Coionbla welcommST the Delegates
and Observers on behalf of the people and Gowerfabnt of Ccolombin,
said that the fﬁrureﬁchlnﬂ 81gn1flcance of the task entrusted to
the United Nations was thrown inte relief by the eritical nature
of our times. The human rdce was faccd as never before with the
choice of totai extermination or am2zing possibilities of progreés
in all spheres. | :

" In the dramatic circumstances pfevailing today, the sséential

task of the United Nations w-é to pro mcte internsa thlll |
co-operation in order to ensure peace and security. It
thersfore embodigd.the aspirations of mankind in thé present-~
day world, and its best,-indeed its cnly hopes. _Under its
great Charter, the Uniﬁed Hntions had.é further task, namely,
to contrlbute to the 3mprovemcnt of social and eccnomic |
ccnditions throughout the world, and partlculurly in thé‘less._ 
developed reglons. |

At the recent Comﬁémorétive meeting in San Frahéisco, cue
recognition had been given to the great werk carried out by the

/United Nations
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United Nations during its ten years of existence; and the

representatives of all the Member Nations, great and small,

had again expressed their confidence in it and agreed on the
need te grant it still greater support in order to make its

work increasingly effective.

As the ihstrument‘of the United Naticns at the regional
level, the Economic Commission for Latin America had already
more than justified expectations during its short pefiod of
activities,

The last few decades had crystallized the inévitable future
destiny of the Latin American countries.  People which had
remained for a long time in a state of eccnomic stagnation and
had achieved little progress towards eccnomic freedom even after
they had achieved political independence, were making 2 bold bid
for better living conditions and ths full developﬁent of their
potentialities, in a manner unparalleled in history.

The time had come when Latin America's economic redemption
could no lcnger be postponed. That, together with the renewal
of impetus by the great industrial powers and the awakening of
Asia, constituted one of the key events of our times. As
Bolivar had said, America's liberty was the hope of the world,
and that liberty was now acquiring an indispensable basis in a

sound economic development,

One of the most serious obstncles to progress in the Latin

/hmerican ccuntries
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American countries was the lack of accurate data as te their real
eccnomic situation and the metho@s applicable to it. _‘Economic
surveys and research carried out in Eurcpe and the Uniped.States
were based on a study of the characteristic phenomena of thoss
particular regions; and hence the results were not wholly

‘ applicable to the Latin American eccnomy, nor did they take
account of 2 number of peculiarities. That was why Latin america
had from the outset realized the need to revise its sconomic
tﬁinking in the 1igﬁt’of its cwn peculiar phenemena and
circumstances.,

That illustrated both the task and the significance of the
Commission,.which had airéady piayed its part in compiling
technical data on Latin American economy, interpreting them
carefully, and planning schemes Based on an.exact aprraisal of
the regicn's ecbnomy._ Thus ECLA was 1argelylresponsible for
the progress achieved in recen? years in defininé economic
developmént prcblems and.bringing their significance home to
official and,private circles7 Its reports had played a valuable
part in the campaign against improvisaticn, superficiality and
empiricism, and had heiped tc clarify fundamental issues such as
the urgency of industrialization in Latin America, Again, its
recommendations had influenced the policy of the Latin American
Governments and the trend of ideas on eccnomic co-operation
within the regicn and with North America and Eurcpe, while its

/help had
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heln had been mest valuable in the vreparaticn of eccnomic
integration planning for Central Amsrica - a scheme which was
progressing satisfactorily and was regarded with sympathy by
the rest of the Latin fAmerican . ccuntries.

The many documents to be ccnsidered at the current session
constituted a noteworthy contribution tc the study of the main
aspects cf Latin American econvmy,‘aﬁd did-credit te the fine
work of the Secretariat cf the Commissicn, under the admirable
direction of Mr. Rafl Prebisch, and of the eminent econcmists
and experts co-operating with the Commissicn,

He tock the cpportunity of thanking the ECLA Secretariat
most sincerely for its excellent study on the econcmic development
of Cclombia, which shed new light on the problem and would prove
invaluable for his country. |

The ECLA surveys cf 1953 and 1954 revealed that the
promising rate of develcpment achieved by the Latin smerican
cconcmies as a wheole during 1945-52 had slcwed down censiderably
during the last two years. That fact had important implications
and deserved the particular corsideration of all the members of
the Commission and of the United Naticns., It was not due to any
slackening cf efferts tc develop rescurces, but to the mceunting
up of the obstacles, especially these arising cut of the gradual
disappearance of favourable facters feollowing the Seccnd Werld
Wer; and it demcnstrated the inescapable nesd for still greater
efforts tc achieve a faster rate of development. Kot only was

/an improvement
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an improvement called fér in domestic policy, but an intensificat-
ich of intérniticnal co-operation was also necessary, and in that
respect, the unity of the Latin dmerican pecples, which in
reality formed one great naticn, implied a far-reaching
co-crdination of their economies.

International econcmic co-operaticn must be founded
primarily on the joint protecticn cf those basic export preducts
vital te Latin America, withcut prejudice to increase financial
and technical co-cperation, in a just world today, latin

American labcur must be on an equal focting with that cf other

regions., F&r that reascn, jeint protecticn of the Latin American
econcmy referred not merely and exclusively to the ccuntries cf
the regicn, since it was alsc a matter ¢f concern and interest

to powers which purchased Latin America's export products.

In the financial field, steps had been taken which warranted
the attention of the Governments of the regicn, The rmost
important, the plan tc establish an Inter-american Bank, was
based partly on ECLAﬁrecomméndations and'wés at present being
studied by the Inter-imerican Eccncmic ‘and Sceiel Council. Tt
was greatly to be desired that that idea be put intc'practice as
scon as possible, since it had been under ccnéidefatioﬁkfof more
than half a century, ever since the first Inter-imerican
Conference,

Just as scciety, in its éwn interest, écﬁght toilévéi~ﬁp
the differences between rich and pcor, so the internationnl world

/sought to
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séught to raise the under-develcoped regions te a level at which

they could benefit from the achicvements of the great industrial

powers., The selfish policies of the past had tolay been
superseded by the concepts of co-operaticn and international
eccnomic solidarity, the best exrression of which were the
foreign 2id progremmes developed during the post-war pericd

by the United States, a country marching in the van of the free
world and providing the most outstanding example of human
sclidarity that history had ever known,

ECLA had ah ever-increasing and important rcle to play in
Latin American development, lending its assistarce in the
practical implementaticn of internaticnal cc-operation and in
the adeption of eccnomic metheds to suit naticnal means. At
the same time, as & new type of associaticn, ECLA gave new life
and strength to the close and friendly relaticns between twenty
similar naticns and as such, deserved the wholé-hearted supgert
of all the Latin American Governments.

It was his privilege and pleésure as President of Cclombia,
to open the Sixth Session of the Commissioen, diétinguished by
the presence of the Secretary-General of the United Naticns,
Mr, Dag Hammarskjéld, whose most valuable efforts in defence‘
of human ideals had earned the admiration of all. He welcomed
the representatives of Member Gevernments and of those nations
cr institutions which were attending in a consultative capacity,

and wished the sessicn every success.

/The SECRETARY-
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'The'SECEETARY-GENERAL thanked the Celembian Government for
its support of the United Naticns and for the gracicus hcspitality
it had extended to the Comm1851cn. He wished Cclombia every
success in its efforts to further its.economic and social prcgress

At its recent session; the Econcmic and Sccial Council had
reccgnized the. impact of the wecrk of the Céhmissioh, and‘the
Executive Secretary, Dr.“Raﬁl Prebiéch, together with the
Executive Secretaries of the two other regipnal eccnemic
commissicns, had made valuable csntributiohs to the'debate on
the werld sconemic situation; he himself had 21so had the
opportunity of emphasizing the increasing iﬁpcftance cf the
Council's annual reviéw cf the wdfk_of those comnissions.

Both the General Assembly ﬁﬁd the Econcmié and Sccial Council
Ihad acknowlédged the valﬁe of the work dene by the Economic
Commissicn for ﬁatin ﬁm@rié&, which had always received high
pralse, furthermcre, the funds prerosed for its werk were keenly
supported by a great mqgorlty of the Member States of the United
Naticns. Onre reascn for the high esteem in which the Commission
waé held Wasxthé ouaiityrcf'its reﬂcfts which = particularly
tkose on the technique of ;rcgrammlng - had played a significant

part in Lromotlng a mere practical outlock on. ecchomic development

and 1ndustr1allzatlon.

The work of the Committee ¢n Eccnomic Co-cperation in Central
America was one of the more striking activities of the Commission
and'éﬁ eiamrle'of how the United Nations could effectively assist
é‘grcup of ccuntries withtheir eccnomic develcpment through cc-

/operation between
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cperaticn between Governments, the Commissicn’s Secretariat, the
Technical issistance Administration and the interested specialized
agencies, all of whom were moved by a ccmmen ccncern for the
objeectives of the programme.

The studies on the cconomic development of individual
ccuntries cérried out by ECLA in collaboraticn with the
Governments concerned were a further example of fruitful
cc-oreration betwéen the Sceretariat and Governments which
might well have a significant bearing on the development cf
technical assistance, and prove of interest to countries facing
similar problems,

In connexion with energy, which was receiving increasing
attention from the Commissior, he wished to refer to the
Internaticnal Conference con the Peaceful Uses of Atomic Energy,
from which he had recently returned. The meeting had been
crganized under the auspices of the United Nations as a first
step in the exercise of its responsibilities in that field.
Mankind was on the threshold of immensely significant develOpments
in the harnessing of atomic energy, the economic consequences'of
which ¢~1nld not vet re fullv nassessed, theurh it was already
clear that it might become a primary factor in accelerating the
econcmic growth of regions like Latin America. |

The financing cf econcmic develcpment had been consideréd
at the recent sessicn of the Econcmic and Scecial Council.

Member Governments had been asked to submit their COmﬁénts

early in 1956 cn a new rercrt on the establishment of a Special

/United Nations
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Unlted Natlons Fwﬁ. for Eccnomlc DeveIOpment and an ad hoc
committee was to be set up to consider the replies, The Council

also appreC1ated the progress made in establlshlng the
Iﬁternational Finance Corporation, which' it was hoped, would
scon come into existence and rlay an 1mpcrtant part in stimulating
eccnemic development

The Council had given considerable attenticn t¢ thé means
cf expandlng international traﬂe, and had adorted a resclutlon
on intér- reglonal trade ansultatlcns whwch was before the
Commlss1on. Whether such consultatlons were tc be held wculd
depend upon_fhé regicnal commissions themselves, and their |
success ﬁguld depend, in his opinion, on whether ccuntries were
prepared to define in advance'thé particular trade problems they
wished to have considered. On that condition, and with
adequéte preparatién, such cénsultations might pfOVG useful in
increasing trade. - | |

The world SOClal situation and the Unlted Nations 5001al
programmes had been glven close attention by the Council. He

had every hope that the secretariats of the regional economic

commissions cculd undertake certain activities in the social
fiéld; and he was therefore planning to strengthen the secretariat
with appropriate specialists.

- Both theé Council and the Technical AssistanceiCommittée had
reaffirmed their faith in the Expanded Technical assistance
Programme as one of the most effective methcds of helping the
under-de?eloped countries, and Governments were becoming

* /increasingly aware
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increasingly asware of the need to provide greater stability to
the Expanded Pfogramme by longer-term nlanning, Preparations
were belng made for the evelustion of activities under the
Expanded Programme, by means of a questionnaire addressed to
fovernments and a study to be undertaken by the +Administrative
Committee on Co-ordinstion iIn the light of the vast five vears!
experience, |

He hesd undértaken 8 survey of the orgesnization of the
secretariats of the regionsl commissions and of the Techniecal
Assistence Administretion, following the survsy of the
Secretarist at Headgquerters, The preliminary conclusion which
emerged from the survey was that there should be clemer
integration snd greater utilization of common rescurces bhetween
ths staff of the Department of Economic snd Socisl Affeirs at
Headgqurrters, and‘the staff of the reglonsl cowmissions,

In the field of tschnicel assistance, & more rational
aﬁd efficient utilization of the resources svailable to the
Departmert of Economic and Socinl Affeirs, the regional seonomic
oommissions énd}the Technical Assistance Administration would
meterielly berfit Govaﬁnments racieving sssistence under the

Expanded Progremme, and propossls which would promote clossr

considersation, Two conclusicns were inescapableg ths role of
the TAB residenf representatives and the agency representatives
should in no way be —weakensd, asnd the secrctariats of the
regional économic commigsi cns should no£ assume operational

regponsibi lities, /The survey
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The surwvey of activities of the ECIA Scersteriat had
revenled that, subject to certain sdjustments, 1t was well
sdapted to the work assigned to it ond should be supplied with
adequate staeflf resources, | |

As he had already sald 2t the Economié aﬁd Social Council
session, the measures taken, both nationally and internationelly,
to promote economic developmsnt wers e demonstration bf
International co~operatlion without psrellel in world history,
but so faor they hed bzen on too smoll =» scsie to solve the
problems which were the heritage of generations of poverfy.

The internaticnal tensicn ~hich had orevailed over the last
ten ysora hed been the maln reason for pasf iﬁadequacy. However,
o more fanurablé trend wng now evident - witnass the succession
of important world meetings_held.during the éurfent yéar._ New
opportunities ware openlng for co-operation in the fieid of
sconomic and social developnnnt.\-Ten regionel commlissions had
& speecinl opportunity and responsibility in the International
attack on the problsm of poverty, and ECLA's recofd showed that
it would be. able to make a sound_and,imaginﬂtivelcontribution
to the common effort towards a sclution of tleprohlem,

Mr, DRI PEDREGAL(Chile) thanked the delegations for allowing
him to spesk on their behalf end to outline Sone of tﬁelcurrent
problems and hopes of the Latin American‘countrieé. He also
thanked the President of the Colombian Republic in the neme
of all tle dslegations for the @ncouragemént he had given them
2ll in the deliberatlon on rhich they were aboqt to embark,

/He himself
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He himself had visited Colowbie rs head of a university
missicn eighteen yecrs previsusly; and he hod carrled back a
vivid impression of ths fricndly attitude of Colombia towards
his own country, Hes hod bsen ahlzs to anpraciste the energy of
the Colombian people, the immenss resouwrcss of the ¢runtry, =nd
the great sfforts mrde over the yoers to im-rove the conditlon of
the neople, Colombis's resources, like thoss of Chilé, wrera of
course difficult of sccess snd demended constent snd tirelsss
effort on the part of the ~eople. That was precisely ~hy the
development of the Latin Americen countriecs could only be
achieved through herd =ork snd b»old planning,

He agreed with President Rojos Pinille thet for Latin
Americea, the hour of economic redemption had come, That
statement would act as a stimuwlus for the Governments of the
Latin fmerican countriss,

He also thenk:d ths Secretary-Goneral of thoe Mnitsd Nations

N
3

segsion, to which he brought

¢
£

for his pressnce ot the opsnin
the volce and encouragement of a body that symholized the world's
desire for peaée. o commondsd the Secretary-Genersl's

frankntss in confessing that the mesns ndopted so far by the
United Nations to brinz absut the well-being of all the under-
developed countriss had not been suffilclent to shake off the
heritage of poverty of pest gorstions, but that he too shared
the conviction that oncs intornstional tension hed been removed,
the United Nations would bs able to turn to the. task of
gliminating the footors which had reterded the progress of the

under-developed eountrics, /He paid



