Instruments of Trade Analysis and Negotiation - LIMITED

Introducing the CARIBTRADE Database LC/CAR/L.16
16 April 2004 21 June 2004
Port-of-Spain, Trinidad ORIGINAL: ENGLISH

REPORT OF THE MEETING:
INSTRUMENTS OF TRADE ANALYSIS AND NEGOTIATION -
INTRODUCING THE CARIBTRADE DATABASE

This document has been reproduced without formal editing.



Table of contents

TRTTOAUCTION 5 vz 5 i o5 00 8 500 S, 5 8, T 5 7 5 0 S R AT T 5 A . A A
Agenda item 1: Opening reMATKS ...........c..cooiiiiiiiiiiieeie et
Agenda item 2: Tracing the history and main features of the Project.............ccooovvviiiiiviiioiiice e

Agenda item 3: The role of the trade Statistics CONSUIANT .......ooivriiiiiiiieee ettt

Agenda item 4: Unvelling the database .......ooooemeeeeeeee e

Agenda 1EEM 52 DISCUSSION «...vveeeee oo e et

Agenda 1tem 6: CLOSING TEIMATKS ... . vt

ANNEX: LISt OF PATTICIDAIIES ..o e e e et




REPORT OF THE MEETING
INSTRUMENTS OF TRADE ANALYSIS AND NEGOTIATION:
INTRODUCING THE CARIBTRADE DATABASE

Introduction

The Economic Commission for Latin America (ECLAC), Subregional Headquarters for
the Caribbean, secretariat of the Caribbean Development and Cooperation Committee (CDCC),
launched its CARIBTRADE Trade and Transportation Database through the meeting
Instruments of Trade Analysis and Negotiation: Introducing the CARIBTRADE Database, held
on 16 April 2004 in Port of Spain, Trinidad. The list of participants of the meeting is annexed to
this report.

Agenda item 1: Opening remarks

Mr. Esteban Perez, Officer-in-charge of the ECLAC Subregional Headquarters for the
Caribbean, welcomed participants to the launch and acknowledged the significant role played by
the Kingdom of the Netherlands through its funding of the project. He described the
CARIBTRADE Database and its submodules and stated that the Database provided answers to
queries on the direction of trade, performance of trade and competitiveness through the
submodules and their specialization indicators and competitiveness matrices. These trade and
competitiveness indicators included country and product shares, imports and exports by country
of origin and destination, and by product category. The Database drew on data provided by the
national statistical offices throughout the Caribbean, with access at two distinct levels: the public
level of access, which provided results up to the third digit of the Standard International Trade
Classification (SITC) Rev. 3, and up to the second digit of the Harmonised System (HS)
classification; and the private level of access, which was accorded to a limited number of
personnel at the national statistical offices. Mr. Perez expressed the hope that the Database would
increase the capacity of Caribbean countries to better participate in and benefit from trade
negotiations and policy decisions, and thanked the Directors of Statistics and Trade Statisticians
of participating countries for their provision of data that formed the input to the creation of the
Databases.

Agenda item 2: Tracing the history and main features of the project

Mr. Lancelot Busby, Economic Affairs Officer at the ECLAC/CDCC secretariat and
Project Leader of the CARIBTRADE Database development and implementation, stated that
Caribbean economies depended, to a great extent, on external trade; however, because of the
scarce supporting data on transportation and the various national systems for recording trade
transactions in the Caribbean, it was extremely difficult to analyze their trade performance and
effectively partake in trade negotiations. It was felt, therefore, that the CARIBTRADE Database
would provide Caribbean analysts with timely and quality statistics and detailed information on
intra and extraregional trade, thereby increasing the knowledge basis on which trade in and
among CDCC countries could be developed.



The more immediate objectives were: (a) to understand and analyze trade and
transportation flows and their implications on the economies of the subregion; (b) to provide
current and more comparable trade data across the Caribbean countries; (c) to create a fully-
searchable Caribbean trade database; (d) to improve analysis of trade and transportation statistics
on the Caribbean; and (e) to establish a tool for formulating effective policies.

He presented a comprehensive report on the project achievements and prospects for the
future through a revision of the background, objectives and impact of the project; the ECLAC
approach to achieving the objectives; the design of the Database; technical support in the
programming aspects; the status of its implementation; the consultative process with
participating countries; the challenges in collecting, handling and analyzing the trade data; the
benefits of the subregional seminars, and feedback and guidelines for future work on the
development of the Database.

Agenda item 3: The role of the trade statistics consultant

Mr. Joseph Babooram, Information Technology (IT) Consultant to the Project, provided a
detailed account of the technical tasks involved in establishing a normalized set of databases for
all countries in the subregion participating in the CARIBTRADE Database project. These
databases comprised a common set of codes, classifications and item description sets. More
specifically, the tasks involved data gathering, design and creation of reference files; the
development of a menu-driven system for maintenance of the reference files; and the design and
creation of the national databases. These databases were then used to prepare trade tables and
indices that were made available through the Internet.

Mr. Babooram stated that there were several inherent shortcomings in the quality and
completeness of trade data received by the national statistical offices, and explained the measures
taken to ensure that the data normalization process resulted in reliable and valid datasets. The
issues with data quality centered around differences in file structures; the use of obsolete and/or
non-ISO codes; limited or missing data and metadata; and logically-flawed data.

The overall Database creation system comprised two subsystems: creating and
maintaining the reference tables, and creating the Database. The reference tables were the files
necessary to support the country databases and consisted of a common set of codes and their
descriptions, to which the various codes in the incoming data were normalized. The database
creation system made use of the raw data provided by the countries, the reference tables and the
computer programmes to create the standardized databases.

Agenda item 4: Unveiling the database
A live demonstration of the CARIBTRADE Database was conducted for participants.

This was also shared with the ECLAC offices in Santiago, Washington and Mexico via video
conference.



Agenda item S: Discussion

A roundtable discussion followed the live demonstration of the Database. The
participants thanked the ECLAC Subregional Headquarters for the Caribbean for providing the
subregion with such a powerful tool. It was unanimously agreed that, with such authentic trade
data so easily accessible, a great opportunity for advancement had been created for decision
makers in their negotiation processes. One of the key issues raised in the discussion was the need
for countries to accept ownership of the Database by providing the ECLAC Port of Spain office
with their annual trade data in a timely manner, paying special attention to the quality of such
data. This was viewed as a critical element to the survival of the Database. In so doing, value
would be added to the authenticity of the data, which in turn would be accepted by a wide cross-
section of decision makers, policy formulators, governments and government agencies. This
homogeneity of data between CARIBTRADE and the various countries would instill a sense of
confidence in and acceptance of the reports and output data generated from the Database. The
ECLAC/CDCC secretariat indicated its willingness to support all users of the Database,
especially since it saved time and effort in processing internal requests for data.

While acknowledging that CARIBTRADE is a highly powerful and analytical tool, some
participants were concerned about the proportion of representation, given the absence from the
Database of CDCC member countries, such as, Cuba, the Dominican Republic, Haiti, Puerto
Rico and Suriname. There was a call for greater efforts to have these countries represented in the
Database. The ECLAC/CDCC secretariat responded that meetings had been held with the
relevant departments in an effort to incorporate Puerto Rico and Suriname, but that each country
had inherent obstacles to its making available the trade statistics needed for inclusion into the
Database. Puerto Rico’s data would have to be obtained out of the authoritative source, namely
Washington; while Suriname’s time series data needed to be more fully accumulated.

On the issue of assisting statistical offices to produce quality statistics, the meeting was
informed that through the project a number of countries had received computer supplies and
hardware to help meet the goal of effectively processing their data. Nevertheless, there was an
urgent call for greater collaboration between the national statistical office and the local customs
office as a longer-term solution to the provision of accurate data. With vigilance over those
items, which were crucial to the functions of the statistics office but not primarily of interest to
the customs office, the latter could be a key player in the production of higher quality national
trade data.

Agenda item 6: Closing remarks

In closing, the ECLAC/CDCC secretariat expressed gratitude to the participants for
attending the launch of the CARIBTRADE Database and urged its use to inform policy analyses
and trade negotiations. Thanks were also extended to the countries for providing the input data
and the Government of the Kingdom of The Netherlands for their significant financial
contribution to the project.
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LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

Kwesi Aguillera, IT Consultant, Caribbean Centre for Monetary Studies (CCMS), The
University of the West Indies, St. Augustine, Trinidad and Tobago. Tel: (868) 662-1986; E-
Mail: kaguillera@ccmsuwi.org

Patrice Boyce, Research, Information and Publications Officer, Trinidad and Tobago Chamber of
Industry and Commerce, Colombus Circle, Westmoorings, P.O. Box 499 Port of Spain, Trinidad
and Tobago. Tel: (868) 637-6966; Fax: (868) 637-7425; E-Mail: pboyce@chamber.org. tt

Janese Branford, Statistical Assistant, St. Lucia Statistics Department, Chreiki Building, Micoud
Street, Castries, St. Lucia. Tel:  (758) 452-3716; Fax: (758) 451-8254; E-Mail:
jembull(@hotmail.com

Sonji Pierre-Chase, Legal Officer, Trinidad and Tobago Chamber of Industry and Commerce,
Colombus Circle, Westmoorings, P.O. Box 499, Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago. Tel: (868)
637-6966, Fax: (868) 637-7425; E-Mail: spierre-chase(@chamber.org.tt

Christopher Clarke, IT Consultant, Caribbean Centre for Monetary Studies (CCMS), The
University of the West Indies, St. Augustine, Trinidad and Tobago. Tel: (868) 662-1986; E-
Mail: awclarke@tstt.net.tt

Dave Clement, Senior Statistician, Central Statistical Office (CSO), 80 Independence Square,
Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago. Tel: (868) 623-4322; Fax: (868) 623-5117, E-Mail:
aaeostat@wow.net or dmctt@hotmail.com

Ava Mabhabir-Dass, Economist I (Ag.), Ministry of Trade and Industry, Level 15 Riverside
Plaza, Besson Street, Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago. Tel: (868) 623-2931-4 Ext. 2117/8;
Fax: (868) 625-9594; E-mail: amahabir@tradeind.gov tt

Kyren Greigg, Research Assistant, Sir Arthur Lewis Institute of Social and Economic Studies
(SALISES), University of the West Indies, St. Augustine, Trinidad and Tobago. Tel: (868) 645-
3232 Ext. 3179; E-mail: kgreiggefss@uwi.tt

Dr. Julio Martini Herrera, Ambassador of Guatemala in Trinidad and Tobago, Consulate of
Guatemala, Regents Towers, Block 701, Westmoorings, Trinidad and Tobago. Tel: (868) 632-
7629; Fax: (868) 633-3809; E-Mail: ambassad@wow.net

Leonie Livingstone, Counsellor, Jamaica High Commission, 2 Newbold Street, St. Clair, Port of
Spain, Trinidad and Tobago. Phone: (868) 622-4995-7; Fax: (868) 622-9043; E-Mail:
jhcom(@tstt.net.tt
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and Tobago. Tel: (868) 625-4411 Ext. 3324; Fax: (868) 624-1323; E-Mail:
hlowhar@republictt.com

Shirley Christian-Maharaj, Assistant Director (Ag.) of Statistics, Central Statistical Office, 80
Independence Square, Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago. Tel: (868) 624-8206; Fax: (868)
625-3802.

Juliet A. Melville, Chief Research Economist, Caribbean Development Bank, P.O. Box 408,
Wildey, St. Michael, Barbados. Tel: (246) 431-1662/3; Fax: (246) 427-2264;, E-Mail:
melvilj@caribank.org

Shameeda Mohammed, Systems Analyst II, Ministry of Trade and Industry, Level 12,
Management of Information Systems Department, Riverside Plaza, Besson Street, Port of Spain,
Trinidad and Tobago.  Tel:  (868) 625-4309; Fax: (868)-  627-8488; E-Mail:
smohammed@tradeind.gov.tt

Andrew Newallo, Information Technology - Assistant Coordinator, Ministry of Trade and
Industry, Level 15 Riverside Plaza, Besson Street, Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago. Tel:
(868) 624-7077; E-mail: abrewallo@tradeind.gov tt

Elizabeth Parsan, Consultant, Trade and Development, 87, 12" Street, Barataria, Trinidad and
Tobago. Tel: (868) 638-5406; Fax: (868) 675-1428; E-Mail: lizoarsan@yahoo.com

Juan Carlos Martinez-Piva, Director, Trinidad and Tobago Office, PROCOMER - Foreign Trade
Corporation of Costa Rica, 43-45 Woodford Street, Suite 105 Newtown, Port of Spain, Trinidad
and Tobago. Tel: (868) 622-1500; Fax: (868) 622-3263; E-mail: jcmartinez@procomer.com

Xavier C. Prens, Second Secretary/Representative, Embassy of the Kingdom of the Netherlands,
69-71 Edward Street, Port-of-Spain, Trinidad and Tobago. Phone: (868) 625-1210; Fax: (868)
625-1704; E-Mail: Xavier.Prens@gov.an

Garnet Samuel, Senior Economist, Central Bank of Trinidad and Tobago, Eric Williams
Complex, Independence Square, Port-of-Spain, Trinidad and Tobago. Phone: (868) 625-4835;
Fax: (868) 625-8895; E-Mail: gsamuel@central-bank.org.tt.

Rhandi Smith, Senior Statistical Clerk, Economics and Programming Department, Caribbean
Development Bank (CDB), P.O. Box 408, Wildey, St. Michael, Barbados. Tel: (246) 431-1762,
Fax: (246) 426-7269; E-Mail: smithr(@caribank.org.

Sharon Henderson-Willis, Senior Statistician/Unit Head, External Trade, Statistical Institute of
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