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PART 1: THE IDEA OF PRESENTING DATA 
VISUALLY

1.) A dream: the origins of visual products at 
StatCan

2.) Why are visual products a good idea?

3.) Deciding what you want to accomplish.

4.) Knowing your audience 

5.) Visual Product types

6.) What is Canva?

7.) Questions

PART 2: LET’S GET TO WORK
7.) Canva exercise: let’s design an infobyte!

What we will 
be covering 
today
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THE ORIGINS: the history is rich.
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The 2012 Canadian Internet Use Survey (CIUS) was StatCan’s 
first experiment with presenting data, visually.

In an effort to connect with Canadians about Internet use, thus 
design was produced aimed to resonate with our core audience.

And to our surprise (not mine), it was immensely successful. 

This spawned a new era of how we disseminate data to our 
audiences.

A dream was realized. 

And our workload grew exponentially! 
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BUT HOW CAN 
WE DELIVER 

INSIGHT 
THROUGH DATA 
FOR A BETTER 

CANADA…

IF WE’RE NOT 
FULLY

CONNECTING 
WITH OUR 
PEOPLE? 
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Easy. 

Visual products.

Why?
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THEY WORK!
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To give you some perspective…

We process visuals 60,000 times faster than text

Visuals are 30times more likely to be read

People remember 80% what they see and do, and only retain 20% what they read.

Infographics are shared 3Xmore than other posts on social media.
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DETERMINE 
YOUR 
OBJECTIVE:

Promoting a product or survey?

Is it about raising awareness?

Recruitment? 

Want your staff to change a behaviour or adopt a 
service?

What are we looking to accomplish?
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Know your audience.
RESEARCH IS PARAMOUNT.

The success of your product hinges on whether or not you fully understand your 
audience. This is arguably the most important aspect of producing your visual 
products.

There are a few things you can do to gain that understanding…

Do thorough research 
into your target audience

Don't just focus on the 
demographics of your 

target audience like their 
age, gender and location

Conduct interviews to 
diagnose their needs, 

wants, problems… listen 
and take notes.
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Visual Products take many forms…

Infographics
Social media posts/infobytes

Videos and GIFs
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SOME COOL & YUMMY INFOGRAPHICS
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Infographics are our bread and 
butter…or in this case,
our bun, beef,
tomatoes, and whatever else you 
like on your burger.
• Portmanteau of ‘information’ and ‘graphic’
• Visual representation of data or information
• Compelling images simplify complicated 

content
• Data is clear, compact, and shareable
• More to follow, tomorrow.
• BTW, notice anything wrong here?

12
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SCRUMPTOUS INFObyteS!
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AWESOME VIDEOS AND GIFS!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_gGePm0md4Y&t=23s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DB1jGHc8LXA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-u6UOecyXgI
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Canva is a cloud-based tool, which 
enables users to create simple graphics 
with impact. Canva is an interactive, 
easy-to-use tool that uses a drag-and-
drop format, and provides access to 
photographs, vector images, graphics 
and fonts, along with many templates. 

Canva has been adopted by StatCan to 
meet the organizational demand for 
infographics and various other 
promotional material including visuals 
for social media, web banners, 
placemats, presentation material, and so 
much more. 
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Start your design using the Canva tool. 
Extensive tutorials and assistance are available on their website: http://designschool.canva.com/courses/ 

But remember: do not, under any circumstance, use pre-released data in your Canva design. 

Choose the right dimensions for your design 
• To begin, choose your design type from the Canva homepage. 
• These are set to the optimal dimensions for each graphic, whether it’s a social media post, flyer or another 

product. You have the option of using custom dimensions by searching for “custom size”. You can choose from 
pixels, millimeters or inches. For most infographics, it’s best to use either 8.5 x 11 or 8.5 x 14(1140x) . 

Designing with Canva
Some fundamentals before we have some fun.
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Choose a background 
The background for your design could be a colour, or an image. 
• To choose a colour, use the Colour Picker tool in the toolbar at the top of the editor. It’s very important 

that your design meets accessibility standards (see section 12). 
• To use a photo as a background, first add a grid. Once placed on a grid, photos can be resized, cropped, 

flipped and layered to create a variety of visual effects. 
• Then drag and drop your image onto the grid: it will snap to fit. 

Designing with Canva
Some fundamentals before we have some fun.
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Add design elements 
Your design might include text, icons, photos or illustrations. These need to be combined in a way that is 
visually appealing. Keep it simple! 
• Don’t overload your design with too many elements, as it can confuse the visual message. 
• Don’t use text within an image 
• Do make sure to use clear headings and labels 

Choose the right fonts 
• The look of your fonts can have a huge impact on your design. 
• Choosing one font is hard enough. But your design may need more than one typeface. Canva suggests 

never using more than two fonts in a design, as too many fonts tends to make a design look messy. 

Designing with Canva
Some fundamentals before we have some fun.
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EXERCISE #1 

Let’s design 
an infobyte in Canva!
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