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Declaration of  Mrs. Thibert , representative 
of  the Internat ional Labor Organization 

On behalf  of  the Director General of  the Internat ional 

Labor Office,  I have the honor of  bringing to the second 

session of  ECIA the wishes for  success from  the Internat ional 

Labor Organization and the expression of  every sincere 

desire for  friendly  cooperation. 

As the Executive Secretary of  the ECIA has pointed out 

to the Commission, the ILO has already given a concrete proof 
v i of  i t s desire to cooperate in undertaking, a t the request 

of  ECIA, an investigation into the problems of  vocational and 

technical t ra ining in Latin America, a study bearing on the 

needs which are fe l t  and exist ing f a c i l i t i e s  of  meeting them 

in th i s f i e ld ,  as well as the best methods for  adopting the 

avai lable means to tho requirements of  an expanding economy. 

The preliminary report of  the expert charged with t h i s 

invest igat ion has been dis t r ibuted to inform  the members 

par t ic ipa t ing in th i s meeting on the progress of  these 

studies which d i rec t ly concern Point No.7 of  the Agenda. 

But sevorpl other points on the Agenda are of  in te res t 

to the ILO and offer  the opportunity for  a f ru i t fu l 

collaboration. In fact ,  the Foutth Conference  of  American 

States Members of  the Internat ional Labour Organization 

which has jus t been held in Montevideo, discussed fully 

the socia l aspects of  the economic development of  the Amorican 

Continent and adopted on t h i s subject a resolution which 

* This document has been reproduced in New York from  the or ig ina l 
issued a t Havana. 
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consti tutes the proposal for  a comprehensive operating 

program. Part I I , relat ing to manpower problems, has been 

presented to th i s Commission in an annex to the report of 

the expert of  the IK), since i t concern the very problems 

which th i s expert hod to study. The measures which can be 

applied to supply the economy of  these countries with 

technicians and qualified  labor, e i ther by training of 

local labor or by supplementing i t by immigration, are-

indicated in th is report. But the other parts of  the same 

resolution express in teres ts para l le l to those of  the ECIA 

an regards tho economic development of  the regions -- Point 4 

of  the Order of  the Day - - in teres ts which the ILO has the 

duty to share, because the raising of  the l iving standards 

of  the population in an indispensable element of  social 

progress. As i t is stated in the said resolution, "in 

order that large-scale schemes of  economic development 

may produce the economic and po l i t i c a l benefits  with a 

view to which they ore undertaken, such development should 

be accompanied, in a l l i t s stages, by a general social 

progress. Furthermore, in that resolution the ILO has 

expressed i t s readiness to cooperate fully  with the Latin 

American Economic Commission in i t s program for  economic 

development. From the specific  point of  view of  the ILO's 

own responsibil i ty in the social- aspects of  economic 

development, the resolution deals notably with the measures 

to be token for  intensifying  technical assistance for  the 

countries of  America, assistance which i t has often  lent 

but in which demands are made more and more frequently 
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and in greater variety of  forms.  Tfre  Montevideo in fe rence 

hao given one more occasion for  the public expression of 

various demands towards that end. 

Another point of  the Agenda of  the present ECIA meeting 

which presents cer ta in in te res t s pa ra l l e l to those of  the 

ILO i3 point 5. The regional conference  of  the ILO, in 

Montevideo, concerned i t s e l f  with the employment conditions 

of  agr icu l tu ra l workers. The conference  adopted on th i s point 

on important resolut ion. In reading the report of  the ECIA-

FAO jo in t working party, I note also in th i s field  a convergence 

of  i n t e re s t s . Tho ECÎ -FAO report deals, notably, with manpower 

problems, and with vocational t ra ining as a means of  obtaining 

the qualified  personnel indispensable to agr icu l tu ra l economy 

for  a be t t e r production} a lso , on these points the ILO 

conference  in Montevideo has expressed suggestions which respond 

to these concerns. For the 3tudy of  agr icu l tura l problems, 

i t may also be considered that the ILO can bring to the ECIA and 

to the FA0 a useful  contribution to progress on cer ta in aspects 

of  the question. 

F ina l ly , the necessity of  establishing good re la t ions 

between the two elements of  production — capi ta l and labor - -

to assure an efficient  production, has been recalled th i s 

morning by one of  the observers. I t is necessary to recoi l 

that the problem of  indus t r ia l re la t ions a problem of  cap i ta l 

in te res t for  the ILO, has been mode the object of  del iberat ions 

by i t s American members a t two regional conferences,  already 

in Mexico in 19^6 and again in Montevideo in 19^9> and that 

on t h i s subject , precise suggestions have been formulated,  the 

appl icat ion of  which cannot be other than beneficial  to the 

material progress of  the interested countries as well as to 

t h e i r socia l progress. 

/These are only 3ome 
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These ere only some occurring examples of  collaboration 

which the A endos ILO Montevideo Conference  and the 

CEPAL present meeting brought to l i gh t ; i t i s however cer ta in 

tha t the work in the future  wi l l multiply such occasions, 

and tha t the efforts  of  each organization and the success 

of  t h e i r efforts  wi l l be intensified  by 

act ion. The ECIA wi l l always see the ILO ready to respond 

cordially to i t s appeal as i t has done a t the f i r s t  request 

for  i t s ass is tance. 


