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Mr. Chairmen, Delegates: X ^ T 
The main a g r i c u l t u r a l problems#of  El Salvador may he 

summarized under four  headings: 

1. - Overpopulation 

2. - Gradual impoverishment of  the s o i l by ceaseless 

cu l t i va t i on and the non use of  f e r t i l i z e r s ; 

3- - The low technica l l eve l of  methods for  the production 

and havestJ g of  bas ic foodstuffs;  and 

J*. - The l imited purchasing power of  the a g r j c u l t u r a l 

populat ion, owing to thé above-mentioned problems and to the 

low s e l l i n g pr ice of  Selvadorian basic food  products. 

At the present time about ^0 per cent of  the t o t a l surface 

of  El Salvador i s cu l t i va t ed . This means t h a t the area under 

cu l t i va t i on i s equivalent to about one- third of  a hectare per 

head of  the populat ion. When the process of  a g r i c u l t u r a l 

development in the country i s completed about 5° P e r cent 

of  the t o t a l area w i l l be under c u l t i v a t i o n . Assuming tha t 

the population remains s t a t i c , tha t w i l l mean an average 

of  O.55 hectare of  cu l t iva ted land per heed. But we know 

tha t our population has increased by over 25 per cent in 

the l a s t ten years . 

The l im i t s of  Salvadorian ag r i cu l tu re are thUB very 

r e s t r i c t e d . That has been the reason for  the unrestrained 

* This document has been reproduced in New York from  the 
o r ig ina l issued a t Havana. 
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exploitation of  our so i l which, combined with the non-use 

of  fertilizer.-!,  has led t o a squandering of  the or iginal 

wealth s ni ra:.sed serious problems of  erosion, deforestation 

and impo/erir liment of  the drinking water sources. 

IT. addition, the low technical level of  the methods 

of  cul t ivat ion of  basic crops in El Salvador (maize, 

beans, r ice) Índ the limited use of  modern means of 

production aggravate our problem. There are a ser ies 

of  factors  wh: ch r e s t r i c t the use of  agr icu l tura l machin-

ery, f e r t i l i z e r s ,  fungicides,  insect ic ides , e t c . , in 

basic food  production in our country. The annuel income 

of  the fermer  or middleman engaged in the production of 

maize, beans or r ice i s extremely small, owing, chiefly, 

t c the low ra :e of  return on the crops per uni t of  land 

and the smsilness of  many of  the p lo t s . The standard of 

rura l education i s low and there are no woll organized 

agr icul tura l ".raining services. There i s a shortage of 

experts and skil led labour for  operating and maintaining 

modern iiachinos and equipment and nothing i s known about 

the need for  f e r t i l i z e r s  for  each different  type of  s o i l or, 

in many cases, about agr icul tura l pests and the best means 

of  combating them. Moreover, the cost of  unskilled labour 

ie low v h i l s : the cost of  fuel  and machine maintenance i s 

very high. 

The Government of  El Salvador has been giving i t s 

a t ten t ion to :;hese problems for  some years and i s 

endeavouring ;o improve t e c h n i c a l s t a n d a r d s in agr icul ture . 

There are four  commodities in which a re la t ive ly high level 

of  efficiency  and productivity has been reachea. in my 

country; the;r are - coffee,  sugar cane and, more recently, 
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cotton and sesame. The cumulative effect  of  wartime 

shortages, the high prices obtained per exported 

agr icul tura l products during the l a s t five  years and 

tho increasing rate of  progress in cul t ivat ion techniques 

due to the Governments programmes for  extending the use 

of  agr icul tura l machinery, f e r t i l i z e r s  and pest ic ides , 

have resulted in the fact  that in 19^7 El Salvador used 

four  times the number of  t ractors and agr icul tura l 

implements, eight times the amount of  f e r t i l i z e r s  and 

three times the amount of  insecticides than before  the 

war. 

As regards agr icul tura l mechanization the Government 

of  El Salvador has established a central service, within 

the Directorate General of  Agriculture, to provide 

machinery and skil led labour for  farmers  cn a non-profit 

basis . The service was set up a t the beginning of  19^8 

and is exclusively concerned with the preparation of 

land for  maize cult ivat ion by small farmers.  I t possesses 

a t present 12 fully  equipped t r ac to r s . In addition the 

Ministry of  Agriculture is also carrying out a programme 

by which f e r t i l i ze r s  are sold a t cost price to snai l 

farmers  on an easy payment system. Further, the Government 

took an active part in the campaign against the locust 

plague which ravaged our crops from  I.927 to 19^-8, importing 

large quanti t ies of  modem equipment and new organic 

insect icides, such as cloridane and hexachloro-benzine, 

which were used extensively without charge to the farmers. 

All these efforts  on the part of  the Government were 

designed to increase the production of  basic foodstuffs. 

The delegation of  El Salvador has read with great 

/ i n t e r e s t 



E/CN.12/109 
Fage 

i n t e r e s t Chapter IV of  the Economic Survey of  L a t i n 

America and t ? e document submit ted by the ECIA-FAO 

J o i n t Working Group. The l a t t e r makes v a r i o u s 

s u g g e s t i o n s f o r  a more thorough s tudy of  t h e problems 

of  a g r i c u l t u r a l economy i n our c o u n t r i e s and f o r 

determined e f f o r t s  t o s o l v e them both n a t i o n a l and 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l . y . El S a l v a d o r has comments and 

s u g g e s t i o n s t o make, a t the a p p r o p r i a t e t i m e , on each 

of  the s u g g e s t i o n s of  t h e J o i n t Working Group, but 

w i shes t o p l a c e on record a t t h i s junc ture i t s approve 

i n g e n e r a l of  the work done by t h e S e c r e t a r i a t . 

Thenk you . 


