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ECONQMIC DEVELOPMENT AND INTEGRATION OF CENTRAL AMERICA (Cenference Room
Paper No.l6/Rev,1) {continucd)

Mr, GUERRERQ (Nicaragua) said that Nicaraguas, in common with the other

Central Americén countries whose representatives hed already spoken, was
deriving great benefit frem the assistance affarded by the Economic
Commission for Latin America (ECLA) in planning its economic developments
The prograemme of Central American econcmic integration had involved in
ECLA the producticn of various studies, many of which had already lod
to the establishment of institutions OF to the conclusion of agreements
on trade, transport, industr& end the like, In the eight years since
the start of the programme, firm foundations for integration had been
laid, His delegation appreciated the support which members of ECLA
had given the scheme and, in particular, the draft resolution now before
the Committee (Conference Room Paper No. 16/Rev.l).
He read to the Committee a resolutio adopted by tho C.:tesl fcriecan
Econonic Co-operation Committee on § June 1958 expressing appreciastion
of the contribution 2ud> to the cause of integration by Mr, Urquidi,
now of the Mexican delegation, while Director of the Mexico Office
of ECLA,

Mr. MENDOZA (Honduras) expressed appreciation of ECLA's
comoperation in planning the economic development of Lig ¢cownirye
- The relevant progress report (B/CN.12/496) was highly illuminating;
official and privete eircles in Honduras anxiously awaited the appearanoe

of the final repart, and he begged the Commission to expedite thet task as

/en cssential




E/CN.1R/AC.4R /SR, 4,
Page 6 e

an essential part of the overall scheme for Central American integraticne

Mr, BROWN (Cuba) introduced the draft resolution sponséred jointly
by the Cuban and Venezuelan deiegations (Conference Room Papor Noa 16/
Rev.l).

Mr, DIASCOLI (Venezueola}, speaking as co-sponsar of the draft.
resolution, said that the United Nations, and ECLA in perticular, were
e be congratulated on thé successful progress made towards Central
American economic integrstion, and on the gradusl solution of the
mroblems which had inevitably arisen. The Centrel imerican eﬁperiment
illustrated how the difficulties faced by countries which weore individuslly
too small in population aﬁd area to develop fully in isclation might be
overconc, Those industrial intercsis in the Central Anerican countries
which hoed at first opposed integration had chenged their attitude as its
nmerits had become apparent, and Central 4merica as & whole had come to
realize that a wider market was essential to develop its economy and
raisc the pecplels level of liVing. A multilateral free trade treaty
had now been signed by the countries concerned; they had been determined
from the cutset to constitute 2 free-trade zone and, with ECLA providing
the necessary seoeretorial services, had mado great strides towards a
customs unione The Central American countries, however, had loocked
beyond purely'fiséal‘consi&erations, and their preparations for integraticm
in the industrial secchbor were well advanced,

It would be only apmropiate, therefore, for the Commission to adept

& rescdlution congratulating the Central Americen Economic Co~-operation

/Conmittee and
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Comnittee and its member Governménts on their achicvenments.

Mr, KAUFMANN (Netherlands) observed thet the econcmic integratdom
of Centraihﬂmefica followed the sound traciticon evclved by Benelux and the
European Eccnomic Community and set e fine sxample for Latin America

as a vwhele; his delegation fully supported the draft resatution.

Mr, ALMEIDA SANTOS (Brazil), Mr, CERRQ quml (Peru), and
Mr, RODRIGUEZ (Pansma) expressed their keen intcrest in the progress
of Central America towards economic integration and thedr support_fur
the draft resolution.-

QE;;Eﬂgﬂigé_Mgﬂﬁ (Guatemala), speaking for'thé Central Américan
delogationg, thanked the sponsars of the draft resocluticn and other
speakers for thelr wards of encouragenent. ] |
STATISTICS (Coaference Room Paper No. 14)

Mr., ALANIS PATINO (Mexico) introduced a draft resolution (Conference Hoom

Prper to.lh) prepared by the Statistic .l Sub-Committee apgointed by the Commit,

at its first meeting (E/CN.12/AC.42/SR,1). The Sub-Committee had concluded
that, in contrast with the general resclutions adopted at varicus
international meetings with a view to the improﬁement cf naticnal
statistical services, the Commission, ab its current session, should
concentrate on narrower cbjectives, The Sub—Gommittee wished to

express appreclation of the cowoperation it had received fronm the

ﬁead of the United Nations Statistical Office, the FAQ representative,

the representative of the Inter-Anerican Statisticol Institute (ILSI)

and mhaﬁ;

/Miss Quesada
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Miss QUESADA (Panams) said that the scicnee of statistical had
advanced at en increasingly repid rate in Latin America in recent
years, portly thfough countries! own efforts and partly theough
internaticnel ectivity, including thatlcarried on under bilatersl
technicel assistance agreements. The United Nations, the specialized
agencies, the Crganization of fnerican States’(OAS), thé United States
Technical Comoperation Progran. and IAST had all contributed to that
progress, Nevertheless,‘much remained to be done. | quy studies
had been made with a view to the improvement and co-crdination of
statistics, but scome Latin American countries were unable to act upon
the conclusions from those studies because they lacked thé necessary
laws, |

With suitable legislation, co;ntries should be able to implement.
the measures recommended in operstive paragraph 2 of the draft resolution;
Panama had such a law in preparation. Operative paragraph 1 also proposed

a practicable measure; Panama found the Bagge list of statistics for

economic development a useful working document. It also approved of

the suggestion in operative paragraph 3 for the constitution of a
working group; Two such groups, dealing respectively with industrial
and agriculbural statistics, had already been formed jeintly by the
Central American countries and Panamd and had given excellent service,
Panama was [reparing to carry eut & trade and industrial census in 1960,
and hoped to benefit from the activity of the propesed ﬁorking radeirke

Mry MENDGZA . (Honduras) asked why operative paragraph 2, sub-paragraph

/(a}, contained
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(a), contained a reference to the administrative status of national
statistical services, and whether the Cemmittee for the Improvement
of National Statistics (COIS) of IASI had not already provided
‘enough information for the purpeses of submparagraph (b). He
further suggested that the draft resclution should include & ;eféfegce
to the importancs of unifying public statistics.

Mr, MONTENEGRO (Inter-American Statistical Institute) peinted |
out in reply ts the Honduran representativels first qusstion‘that
the relative importance assigned to statistical services variled
considerably from country to country; at international meebings
grneerned with statistics the prevailing view was that the value
of the wark done by such services wes directly affected by their
administrative status, | |

The Honduran representative was right in thinking thet international
organizations, incluﬂing COINS, had distributed much information. There
was no assurance, however, that every country made full use of ity
sampling techniques were a case in point, |
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PROBLEMS AND POLICY (ceptinued)
(a) Economic development edvisgry group {Gonference Room Peper No. 23)

Mr, MUSICH (Argentina) said that his delegatimn's main concern in

connexion with the draft resadlution in Conference Room Paper Noe 23

as indeed with ether drafts on the subject of economic development
which were Lo be discussed by the Committee was that the actiom proposed
mighf result in a duplication of work already being dene by other

international arganizations (in the present instance by the 04S in

/particuler) and
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particular) and would have financial implications - a serious matier in
view of the chronic shartage of resources for technical assitance and
cowoperation, In any event, his delegaticn would have to seck special
instructions from its Government before teking a position en the draft
in guestion,

Mr, MENDEZ (Colombia) believed that many of the doubts expressed
earlicr en the subject of the propoéed advisary groups had now been
dispelled; it was clear that there was no essontial contradiction
between the formation of such groups and the provision of technical
assistance through the established machinery of the United Nétions.

He did not think that the Argentine roprosentative!s misgivings about
the present draft resolution were justified; there was no question of
a duplication of the wark being done by other international bodies,
and there were ne special finsncial implications, since each comtbry
would be free to ask for tho service it felt it needed most, within
the resources available for it,

Mr. ROSENSON (United States of America) reserved the pesition of

his delegation #ith regerd to ths drsft resolution; it had not had
sufficient time to study it adequately. ”
Mr, FARQUHARSON {United Kingdom) alse reserved the position of his

delegaticn; it was awaiting instructions from its Government on the
subject,

Mre RAUFMANN (Netherlends) said that his country was keenly

interested in economic development programming, The doubts his

/delegation had
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delegation had expressed earlier had been concerned entirely with
the means and methods to be emplﬁyed in carrying out the type of
work contemplated. He could support the revised draft on economic
development advisory groups because in its operative part it left
open the question of the exact wey in which such groups would
operate and because in its fifth considerandum it spoke of an
ad hoc group, in line with his delegations suggestions

Mr, MUSICH (Argentina) said that his ‘delegation did not

under estimate the value of the help being given by the advisary
-graup alreédy formed, However, 1ts doubts about the dangef of
the dupiication of efforts persisfed. It wag a fact that the
Gpmmittee of the Twenty-One had recently approved two resolutions
calling for the provision of serviceé of precisely the same kind
ag those envisaped in the present draft resolution, with precisely
- the same procedure, As regerds finencial implioation, it was
absurd to suggest that there would be none; all such services were
costly, and the lack of adequate resources was the principal obstacle
to the executiﬁn of plans far economic and technical ce=operation in

Latin America,

Me, LETONDOT (France) said that while he fully appreciated the
value of the werk done by the existing advisory group his delegation,
like that of Argentina had some res;rvations with reference to the
duplication of effort and financial implications, It found the

second text of that draft resalution mare acceptable than the first,

/out would
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but would grateful if the vote on it could be postpened o the next
meeting, _ '

Mr, HEURTEMATTE (Commissioner for Technical Assistﬁnce) agsurcd
the Committee that the avoidahce of duplication was one of the main
preccoupations of the technical a.ssistance autharities. With regerd
to th proposal in the draft resolution, the service contemplated would
be provided only at the request of Governments and if no similar
gservice was being‘providéd bﬁ sane other organizations Costs woqlﬁ
be assessed as far a regional project and charged to the programme
for each country within the United Nations Expanded Programmc, There
would be no overlapping with work done under the decisions of thqz
Comnittee of the Twenty~one,

Mr, MARTY (Chile) believed that the service contemplated could
holp to meet a real neeci felt by most Latin American countries, and
would not involvé great expenditure,

IMT,'OGADIZ (Mexico) supported the draft resclution, but thought
that operative subeparagraph (b) should read ®an advisaory grouph and
not "the advisary group" since it might at a later stage be possible
to form severael groups for different purposes at the‘same time,

Meo D'ASCOLL (Venezuela) did not think thet the fear of duplication
of effort was justified whﬁn'the machinery existed far the co-ardination
of different kinds of technical assistance and when there was so obvious
a need for the services in guestion, In any case, it was for

Governments themselves to draw up their econamic development programmes.

/and to
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and to cowordinate the assistance given them,

He would like to know whether any difficuities had been encounte?ed
since the abendonment ef ‘the experiment in decentralizing the Technical
Assiptance Administration services,

Mr, HEURTEMATTE (Commissioner for Technical Assistance) said that
the renewed centralization of the Tecnnical Assistance Administration
serviceg would not be complete until the end of the present month, and
it was too eorly, therefare, to advance any conclusions on the subjects
Nevertheless, he emald inform the Committee that in resuring the central
menagenent of the Programme 1t had been the Secretary-Generalls firm
intention not to permit any reduction in its scope and, in its execution,
to continue to take full advantege of the technical help of the ECLA

secreteriat and maintain the closest possible contact with that body.

/ Mr. UBRQUIDI
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Mr. UR@UID (hex1co) propoued the ingertion of the words "when
UCSUGO by the Governments of member States" after the word
”&CulVluyur in the second operative paragraph.

Mr. MONSERZAT (Guba) felt that the CommlsSLOner for Techmical

Assistance had answered the miszivings expressed by the Argentine
represennatzve rerarding p0851ble dupllcaﬁlon of efioru. As the
Commitiee had already learhed, both Colombia and Cuba were highly
satiéfiéd with the pervice they had received from ECLA adV1go¢y TOUPS,.
The effecﬁ of the draft fCuO]UthH would be, not to dupllbaue, but o
supplomont the work whiech of he“ organizations were 601nﬁ.

M, MUSICH (Argentina) em?hasized thatv his commenis on the proposal
implied ﬁo underestimation of the wofk already being done by ECLA. The
overriding consideratiﬁn, hoﬁever, was to prevent duplication of effory
and So make the best use of the limiced funds available. |

(c) Economic policy (Conference Room Paper Hos, 10 and 17/Rev.l)

Mr. AITUMADA (Sevetary of the Committee) read to the Commities a
draft resolution on colordination emong programming bodies (Conference
Roow Paper Ho, 10).

Mr, URQUIDI (Mexico) doubted wheth-er the ECLA secretariat was
physically capable of uncertaking an additional tasl on the scale of
that proposed in the draft resolution; he therefore proposed that the
words "so far as its.resources permit!’ shouvld be inserted after the
words "the ECLA gecretariat! in the operative paragraph.

The Mexican amendment was adopted.

/‘MJ . MUSICH
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Mr, MISICH (Argentina) asked for informetion on the financiel
implications of %the draft resolution.
His delegation had no instiuctions to sanction studies by ECLA of

]

the prozrasmiing bodiss existing in Argentina but had no objection to
ECLA'S providing the liaison between msuch bodies vhen countries so
requested. He proposed thet the words "if countries so requesied!
should bhe inserted in wmore or less the same position as the Mexican
amendnent, and that the words "with the aim of assisting them to
co-ordinate their efforts within the Letin American region" should be
deleted from the operative paragraph,

M-, PREDISCH (Bxecutive Secretary) stated that the ECLA secretariab

vould be able %o underitake the task assigned to 1t in the draft
resolution wvithin its existing budget.

Mr, ROSENSON (United States of America) reserved his delegation's

position on the draft resolution.

-t

ir, YEROVI (Ecuador) spéaking as a sponsor of the draft resclution,
pointed out that while the Latin Anerican countries haé long realized
their need of a common market they had not previously considered what
co-ardination their nreparations for that market would entail, Eeuador
and Colombia had been the firsﬁ Latin fmerican countries to grasp the
importance of co~ordina£ion in the formation of economic policy and

had recentl% gloned an agremment from which both shonld benefit.

The Executive Secrslary's assurance dispelled all doubis regarding

the practicability of the proposal, which he was sure would prove

/advantageous to
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advantaseous to all,
Mr. MARTY (Chile) announced that the Chilean and Colombian sponsors
of the draft resolution accepted the Argentine amendments,

The draft resolution, as smended by Mexico and Argentine., wag

approved.

Mr., NOSENSCN (United States of America) said that his delezation

consicered that the amendments greatly improved the draft resolution,
but it was still oblized to reserve its position for the time being.

Draft resclution on the improvement of budzet procsdures

(Conference Room Paper Mo, 17/Revs 1)

Mr, XKAUFMANN (Wetherlands) was glad to support the draft resolution

the collaboration of the secretariat in the proposed studies would be
very valuable, For the sake of completeness he would sugzest that
the opeming line of the operative paragraph should read: " .. in
collaboration with the Fiscel Branch of the Departwent of Economic
Affairs end with the Technical Assistance Operations Office ,.M

M. D#ASCOLI (Venezuela) accepted that amendment on behalf of
the sponsors of the draft resolution.

Mr, MUSICH {Argentina) expressed his delegationts support for
the draft resolution but suggested that the words "when member
countries so request! should be added at the end of the operative
parazraph,

My, D'ASCOLI (Venézuela) felt that the provise formulated by the

representative of Argentine was already implicit in the text.

/He had
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He had nc objection, however, to its being stated explicitly and he
therefore accepied the anendment,

Mir, CEERIAN (Peru) sugcested the deletion of the final phrase in
the second preambular paragraph, since it appeared to imply that

Governments were not at present making the best use of their rescurces.
L)

Mr. DYASCOLI (Venezuela) said that the sponsors of the drafi
resolution attached zreat importance‘to the constant-improvement of’
the use of public resources and would not thevefore wish that phrase
to be deleted.

Vir, PCNS (Uruguay) proposec the following rewording of the phrase,
in order to meet the Peruvian fepresentative's objection: "and in
order to make the best possible use of other public resources”.

Mr. CEBRIAN (Peru) withdrew his suggestion.

bir., MENDEZ (Colombia) thought the use of the word Yother!
before Ypublic resources" misleading; it should perhaps be deleted,

Mr, MARTY (Chile) suggested the inclusion in the operative
paragraph, after the words "economic developmeni requirements® of the
following: "and the improvement of budgetary practices in accordance

with a sound fiscel policy and at the request of the Governments of

menber countries ¢.."

M, DUASCCLI( Venezuela) pointed out that the last part of the
Chilean represenvativels text coincided with an Argentine amendment
that had already been zccepied by the sponsors. As for the first

part, the sponsors could agree to itus inclusion on the understanding

/that the
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that the definition of a "sound fiscal policy' was a maiter of opinion.

Mr, ROSENSON (United States of America) reserved the position
of his delegation on the subject of the draft resolution.

With that reservation, the draft resolution was approved.

(@) Manpower problems {Conference Room Papcr No. 8)

Draft resolution on skilled lsbour (Conference Room Paper lNo. 8)

Mr, URQUIDI (Mexico) proposed that the words "country by country"
should be deleted fronm operative paragraph 1l; an estimate made on that
basis might duplicate work alieady done by other organizations or by
Governments, He further proposed that the words "which so requesi
should be inseried af@er the word "Governments" in operative
paragraph 3; not all Goverrnments meintained a policy favouring
immigration,

Mr, MUSICH (Argentina) felt that the proposal would duplicate. the
work of other international organizations, and especially that to be
uncertaken under a resclution recently adopted by the Committee of 21
of the OAS, which recommended that an economic study, including an
evaluation of the need for techﬁicians and skilled workers, should be
carried out in such countriés as requested 1t. With the Mexican
amendment to operative paragraph 3 his delepation could éupport the
propogal in principle, but it would regquire re~drafting in order to
ensure that 1t Suppiementéd, without overlapping, the 0AS schemc.

Mr, DYASCOLI (Venezuela) announced that, with slizht drafting

changes, the Mexican amendment to operative paragraph 3 was accepiable

Jto all
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to all the sponsors of the draft resclutvion.

The Arzentine revresentative could rest assured that the work
propogsed would not overlap that of the 0AS; the operative part ol
the draft resolution specified that the secreveriat should consider
whe projeect in collesboration with internationél organizations,
ineluding the 0AS,  Experience showed that ECLA and OAS decisions
cailing for co-operation between the two organization proved highly

fTective in practice,

With rezard to immigration, he wished to dispel any lingering
idea that any immigration, whether planned and selective or nov, was
an uniaized blesging So the receiving country. An influx of
uncirected labour which settled in the bi; towns, causing congestion
and oiten Vaxing employment away from the existing population,
contributed novhing to the attalinment of a couniry's economic
cevelopment objectives, The proper utilization of a skilled immigrant
lavour Torce presupposed an agreement between the country of
emizration and the country of immlgration and, in the latter, a
policy of selection, direction and assistance of the immigrant,

Mr, EPTHAT (Inter-Governmental Commititee for Buropean Ml'"atlon)
said vthat the Comalittee's discussions hed afforded him considerable

insight into the sconomic aspects of immigration,  ICEM's only

Q,

legire vas 1o co-operate to the full in the task outlined in the
draft resolution and to draw freely on its extensive experience of

properly planned imwisravion,

/The dvaft
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The draft resolution was largely concerned with the appraisal of the
need Tor labour; such an appraisal was alieady in progress and would of
necesslly contirue, The same applied to vocational treining in the
countries of Immigration.

The atnmosphere ofladventure which had gurrounded emigration in the
last centry had been replaced by hiphly specific economic and social
ideas on the subject and in general, despite the Venezuelan represenvative's
strictures, Governmenis appreciated the value of proper planning in that
context,  With regard to possible duplieation of efifort, ICEM would do
all in its power Lo obviate that contingency. He wished to stress that
ICEW was always a scrupulous respechber of the soveriegnity and
independence of States.

Mr. HWUSICH (Argentina) proposed that the words "to consider, in
collaboration with" at the beginning of the operativé part of the drafv
resolution should be replaced by the words "to study bthe possgibility of
colliaborating with", and that the words "in studies anc progrommes with
a view to" ghould be inserted before the words "ihe establishment of a
joint projecth.

M, SANTA CRUZ (Secretary of the Commission) pointed out that the

resolubtion adopted by the 0AS Committee of 21 had several siages to
pass through before it could result in any action; if the anticipation
of such action was allowed to deter the Commission from a positive svep,

the necessary work misht be left undone altozether.
(=) w

/M. MUSICH
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Nr. MISICH (irgentina) sald he understood that a programse of
technical treining pursuvant to the vesolution of the Commivtee of 21
had alveady been approved by the Inter-Americen Economic and Social
Council.
Frs. de KYBAL (Organization of American States) confirmed thot
that was the case.

In reply to a question from Mr. PREBISCH (Exccutive Secretary),

lrg, de X¥BAL (Orzaniszation of American States) said that the draft

resolution already approved by the Inter-American Economic and Soclal
Council related to the training of technicians for economic
development; another draft resolution of the Committee of 21 now
before the Council of 0AS vecommended that various aspects of the
labour problem should be draft with in counitries studies,

lir, PREBIS0H (Fxecutive Secretary) saw no conflict between the

OAS's plen to study labour problems country by country and the draft
resoiution ﬁow before the Committee, which related to the appraisal
of labour requirements throughout Latin Americe.

Mr, URQUIDT (Mexico) felt vhat the discussion had made it clear
that duplication of effort under the draft resolution could be
effectively eliminated by coliaboration with the other international
organizetions concerned; the Compittee would do well to adopt the
draft resoclution,

Mr, VANDRIZS (International Labour Organisation) pointed out that

the ILO had from ite inception devoted a large part of its efforts to

/the assessment
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vhe assessment of the needs end resources in skilled manpower of
difierent eountries anc to the lmprovement of the means of training
labour, Fifty per cent of its present work in Latin America wae
concerned vith those matters and it had established two centlres of
aciion In the region to deal with anpower and tralning questions.
Misration questiong hacd likewise always interested the ILO and it
was shortly to pariticipate in & broad bgt detailed study to be
undertaken by ICEM of all aspects of the subject and in particulaer ihe
deno:,raphic, econcmical social fepercussions of mixration. Whatever
the outcone of the present draft resolution, therefore, the Comumigsion
could coun®t upon the utmost co-operation of the ILO, within the linmits
of i%s resources.

P, LoNDEZ (Colombia) felt that after the statements of the
represeniaiives of the 0AS and the ILO there need be litile fear of
@ auplication of efforts, since it was clear that the institutions in
question would co-operate and not compete in that field of endeavour.
In any case it should be pointed out that all that the sponsors of the
draft resolution had intended to do was 1o vake up the suggestion made
by the secretariat (B/08.12/519) that the Commission should authorize

% to enber into discussions, in particular the L0 and UNESCO, with

e

a view to exploring the possibility of sewiing up a joint working
party bto study the problems of qualified manpower and vocational
training in the context of economic development.

Hr, PIIBIICH (Executive Secretary) said thatv the ECLA Secretariat's

interest in the subject of labowr was notv new: it had already, some

/years eearlier,
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years earlier, undertaken for the benefit of Latin American Governments

a study of the active population in the region. All it asked nov was
that 1t should be anthorized to go a step further and seek the
co-operation of other crganizations interested in the subject in e

joint project. He cculd assure the Commiittee that there was nc danger

of o dupliecation of effort; there was a real and urgent need for the study
wirich was contemplated.

Mir, DIASCOLI (Venezuela) said that, while the sponsors of the draft

could accept the mincr amendments sugrested, they could not accept the
major amencdment proposed by the representative of Argeniine, for, as
the reprosentative of Colombia had made clear, it was contrary to the

whole intention of the text, He appealed to the Argentine representative

24

to facilitate the adoption of the draft resolution in its present form.

-

Mr, IUSTICH (Argentina) said that he was unable to do so and must
maintain his provosal for an amendment.

ATver further discudsion, the dralt resolution ag amended uag

approved by 20 votes tc none, with 3 abstentions (Arcentina, the

United Kingdom and the United States of Americal.

The CHATRMAN cbserved that in view of the approval of the drafi
resolution there would appear to be no point in pubting the Argentine
amendment to the vote,

The meetinz rose at 8,15 p.m.




