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future of our countries

It has becn encouraging to note that all the representatives are
clear in thelr minds that the work of this Commission must be
co-ordinatod with the functions of other Jntcrnat”onal bodies whose
purposcs are axin to ours. It 1s only by such co-ordination that we
shall be able to discover how to avoid the overlapping of functions
which ies a diversion of cnergy from the common good we sesk,

In this connection we wish to thank thu representatives of the
Inter-American Economic end Social Council for the understanding they
have shown at all timcs, which groatly contributed to the auspicleus
agreement we concluded with that body.

I also wish to thank thu reprosentatives for thoir too gonerous
praisc of mysclf at the last of our plenary meetings. I thank thecm all
in behalf of the suprome interests of America for the intelligence and
the devotlon which they hove displeyed in the performence of the tasks
which we have successfully concluded. Finally I extend my gratitude
to the Vice-Chairmon, to the Rapporteur, to the Chalrman of the Working
Group, tc tho specialized asgencies and to the staff of the Qecreter|at
for their centhuciastic co-operation which enebled the Chairman to
overcoms the difficulties encountered,

Perhaye the casual spectator of our debates may have thought that
there is not and that there never will bc en end to our economic problems.
I know, as you do, how complex are the cconomic problems which afflict
many of our countries. But I believe as you do that we can face the
Tubure with confidence, for the resources of Latin Amcrica cre abundant
and our peoples ars young, courageous and active.

In all our countries there is a legend which tells of a lost city
in the vast stretchus of Patagonia, in the impenetrable junglec of the
Amazon or in the scorched desert, wherc, according to the myth, thers
live superior heings who gproecd besuty over ceverything they touch. And
there arc always cdventurers who, prompted by drcams and illusions, go in
search of that city. Yet tho city of the Cacsars, or the country of El
Porado is only a symbol gignifying that the soul of Latin America still
lies asleep or hiddoen in some isolated retroat, Now after attending the
first scssion of our Commission we can declers without any doubt that
Latin American countrics are becoming clearly aﬁaro of thelr common
intercst and destiny. We can say without hesitation that Latin Americs,
awcko and alert, is prepared to win the progress to which the abundance

of hcr natural resourccs and the qualitiee of hor peooples entitle her.
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