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Q uality of Life: A com pendium  of selected social s ta tis tic s  of five 
C aribbean coun tries (1995-2001), is the  second in a  series on social s ta tis tics  
to be pub lished  by the Econom ic Com m ission for Latin Am erica and  the 
C aribbean /C aribbean  Developm ent and  Cooperation Com m ittee 
(ECLAC/CDCC) secre tariat. The first w as pub lished  in D ecem ber 1995, entitled 
Selected dem ographic and  social s ta tis tics , 1960- 1994, and  w as based  on the 
population  cen su s  data .

This com pendium  of selected social s ta tis tic s  of five C aribbean coun tries 
is the  first o u tp u t of the  fully searchable  subregional social s ta tistica l 
d a tab ases , estab lished  a t the  secre taria t and  is draw n from the national d a ta  
se ts  of the  Survey of Living C onditions (SLC). The SLC for the  selected 
coun tries w as not com pleted in any  one year b u t w as u n d ertak en  by different 
coun tries betw een 1995 and  2000 w ith the  a ssis tan ce  of the  C aribbean 
Developm ent B ank  (CDB) and  executed by Kairi C onsu ltan ts  Ltd.

The m ain purpose  of the  com pendium  is to dem onstra te  th a t even w ith 
the  lim ited d a ta  se ts  w hich exist in the  subregion, a  significant am oun t of 
inform ation can  be gleaned abou t the  quality  of life of persons.

The com pendium  is p resen ted  in two sections, one for tab les and  the 
o ther for brief descrip tions and  social policy guidelines. The tab les are 
p resen ted  to highlight differentials e ither am ong population  g roups by age, sex 
or qu in tiles and  am ong countries. The second section u se s  g rap h s to illustra te  
the  d a ta  on population  s tru c tu re , fertility p a tte rn s , education , health  s ta tu s  
and  households.

It is possible to ga ther from the d a ta  th a t poverty ac ts  a s  a  serious constra in t 
to persons, particu larly  the  elderly, children and  those in fem ale-headed 
households, in achieving the ir fullest potential. Specifically, the  d a ta  po in ts to 
charac teristics , su ch  as, the  h igher proportion of d ea th s  of children before one 
and  u n d e r one to the  poorest wom en th a n  the  w ealth iest; the  low levels of 
health  in su ran ce  am ong the population  overall; and  the  higher dependency 
ra te s  am ong the  poor th a n  the  w ealthy. Significantly, it po in ts to the  high 
proportions of people from both  the  w ealth iest and  poorest quin tiles, in some 
countries, w hich have passed  no exam s and  the  differential access ra te  to 
university  education  betw een the poorest and  the  w ealth iest and  betw een 
wom en and  m en

Abstract



Introduction

Q uality  of Life: A com pendium  of selected social s ta tis tic s  of five 
C aribbean coun tries (1995-2001), is the  second in a  series on social s ta tis tics  
to be pub lished  by the Econom ic Com m ission for Latin Am erica and  the 
C aribbean /C aribbean  Developm ent and  Cooperation Com m ittee 
(ECLAC/CDCC) secre tariat. The first w as pub lished  in D ecem ber 1995, entitled 
Selected dem ographic and  social s ta tis tics , 1960- 1994, and  w as based  on the 
population  cen su s  data .

In J a n u a ry  2001 the  ECLAC/CDCC secre taria t em barked on a  project 
N E T /0 0 /0 3 5  entitled  "Development of Social S ta tistical D atabases and  a  
M ethodological approach  for Social V ulnerability Index (SVI) for Sm all Island 
Developing States". The project, funded th rough  a  United N ations m echanism  
of the  D utch G overnm ent, h a s  a  tw o-year du ra tion  and  h a s  a s  its developm ent 
goal, to improve the social conditions of persons living in ECLAC/CDCC 
m em ber S ta tes by streng then ing  the  capacity  of policy m akers to form ulate, 
im plem ent and  evaluate social policies.

The project h a s  a  twofold purpose, one of w hich is to estab lish  fully 
searchab le  d a tab ases  of socio-dem ographic s ta tis tic s  for all ECLAC/CDCC 
m em ber S ta tes, h o u sed /lin k ed  th rough  the  ECLAC/CDCC secre taria t and  the 
o ther is to explore the  m ethodological approach  for a  social vulnerability  index 
w ithin the  p aram eters  of the  Sm all Island Developing S ta tes (SIDS) fram ework.

The sta rtin g  point for d a ta  collection for the  Social S ta tistics D atabases 
(SSDBs) is 1990, and  the  key d a ta  se ts  identified for collection are the 
Population C ensus, the  Labour Force Survey (LFS) and  the  Survey of Living 
C onditions (SLC), know n popularly  a s  poverty a sse ssm en t stud ies.

This com pendium  of selected social s ta tis tic s  of five C aribbean coun tries 
is the  first o u tp u t of the  fully searchab le  subregional social s ta tistica l 
d a tab ases , estab lished  a t the  secre taria t and  is draw n from the national d a ta  
se ts  of the  SLC. The SLC is a  sam ple survey of the  population  in the  selected 
countries. D ata  from these  surveys, a s  o ther sam ple surveys, m ay not always 
be represen tative  of the  entire  population  for every characteristic . In some 
in stan ces the  n u m b er of responden ts surveyed m ay be so sm all a s  to m ake 
broad generalizations regarding a  specific charac teristic  weak. In addition, it 
should  be noted th a t SLCs were not com pleted in any  one year b u t were 
u n d ertak en  by different coun tries betw een 1995 and  2000, th u s  m aking cross 
coun try  analysis im perfect1. The SLCs were u n d ertak en  by the  coun tries w ith 
the  a ssis tan ce  of the  C aribbean Developm ent B ank  (CDB) and  executed by 
Kairi C onsu ltan ts  Ltd.

1 See Poverty Assessment Reports for the selected countries, Appendix 1, for discussions on methodology 
of Survey of Living Conditions (SLC), technical details of sample design and data limitations.
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Despite these  lim itations of the  d a ta  the  purpose  of the  Com pendium  is 
simple:

(a) To dem onstra te  th a t even w ith the  lim ited d a ta  se ts  w hich exists in 
the  subregion, a  significant am oun t of inform ation can  be gleaned abou t the 
quality  of life of persons;

(b) To dem onstra te  how the social d a ta  w hich exists can  be used  to 
streng then  the  capacity  of policy m akers and  social p lan n ers  in evidenced- 
based  social policy form ulation; and

(c) To dem onstra te  the  value w hich can  be derived from the existence 
of the  subregional social s ta tis tica l d a tabases .

The com pendium  is p resen ted  in two sections, one for tab les and  the 
o ther for brief analysis. The tab les are  p resen ted  to highlight differentials e ither 
am ong population  g roups by age, sex or quin tiles and  am ong countries. The 
second section u se s  g rap h s to illu stra te  the  d a ta  on population  s tru c tu re , 
fertility p a tte rn s , education , health  s ta tu s  and  households.

It is possible to ga ther from the d a ta  th a t poverty ac ts  a s  a  serious 
co n stra in t to persons, particu larly  the  elderly, children and  those in female 
headed households, in achieving the ir fullest potential. Specifically, the  d a ta  
po in ts to charac teristics su ch  as, the  h igher proportion of d ea th s  of children 
before one and  u n d e r one to the  poorest wom en th a n  the  w ealthiest; the  low 
levels of health  in su ran ce  am ong the  population  overall; and  the  higher 
dependency ra te s  am ong the  poor th a n  the w ealthy. Significantly, it po in ts to 
the  high proportions of people from both  the  w ealth iest and  poorest quintiles, 
in som e countries, w hich have passed  no exam s and  the  differential access rate  
to university  education  betw een the  poorest and  the w ealth iest and  betw een 
wom en and  m en.
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Table 1.1

Age distribution of population for selected countries (percentages)
Belize Grenada

Total Male Fem ale Total Male Fem ale
0-4 15.2 14.5 15.9 9.0 9.4 8.6
5-9 15.1 15.7 14.6 10.9 11.6 10.3
10-14 14.8 15.0 14.5 12.4 13.1 11.8
15-19 11.0 11.0 11.0 10.2 10.6 9.8
20-24 6.9 6.6 7.1 6.6 6.2 6.8
25-29 6.9 6.4 7.3 5.9 5.8 6.0
30-34 5.9 6.1 5.8 5.7 6.1 5.4
35-39 5.5 5.0 6.0 6.4 6.2 6.5
40-44 4.5 4.3 4.6 4.1 4.1 4.1
45-49 3.3 3.9 2.7 3.5 3.6 3.4
50-54 2.4 2.7 2.1 2.9 3.0 2.7
55-59 2.1 1.9 2.3 2.8 2.1 3.5
60-64 1.8 2.1 1.4 3.3 3.2 3.5
65-69 1.6 1.8 1.5 2.5 2.4 2.5
70-74 1.3 1.4 1.3 2.2 1.5 2.9
75-79 0.7 0.6 0.9 1.6 1.3 1.8
80+ 1.2 1.1 1.2 10.0 9.8 10.2
Total 100 100 100 100 100 100

3 il to (4305) (2140) (2165) (4061) (1942) (2119)
St K itts and Nevis Saint Lucia

Total Male Fem ale Total Male Fem ale
0-4 9.7 9.1 10.1 9.1 9.0 9.1
5-9 10.5 11.4 9.7 12.4 13.2 11.7
10-14 11.0 11.2 10.8 12.7 13.2 12.3
15-19 10.5 10.8 10.3 12.2 12.5 11.9
20-24 6.7 6.9 6.4 9.1 9.8 8.5
25-29 7.2 7.6 7.0 8.4 7.4 9.4
30-34 6.9 6.6 7.2 6.2 5.3 6.9
35-39 7.8 7.7 7.9 7.1 6.9 7.3
40-44 6.4 5.7 7.0 3.9 4.0 3.8
45-49 4.9 5.9 4.1 3.7 4.0 3.5
50-54 3.0 2.5 3.5 3.3 3.9 2.7
55-59 2.0 1.9 2.1 2.2 2.0 2.5
60-64 2.4 2.9 2.0 2.5 2.2 2.7
65-69 2.0 2.0 1.9 2.7 2.3 3.0
70-74 2.4 2.3 2.4 2.1 2.1 2.1
75-79 2.0 1.8 2.2 1.1 0.1 1.1
80+ 4.6 3.7 5.4 1.5 0.4 1.6
Total 100 100 100 100 100 100

N= (2762) (1282) (1478) (2322) (1107) (1215)
Source: Survey of Living Conditions of Belize (1995), Grenada (1999), St Kitts and Nevis (2001), Saint Lucia (1995) and 
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines (1995). Produced with the assistance of the Caribbean Development Bank (CDB). 
Executed by KAIRI Consultants Limited, Trinidad and Tobago.

2 N=Size of sample. Please see Glossary of Terms.
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Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
Total Male Female

0-4 10.9 11.7 10.2
5-9 12.4 13.9 11.0
10-14 12.4 12.2 12.6
15-19 12.4 11.2 13.4
20-24 9.6 8.8 10.4
25-29 6.6 6.9 6.3
30-34 7.0 7.2 6.8
35-39 6.2 5.9 6.4
40-44 4.5 5.0 4.1
45-49 2.7 1.7 3.6
50-54 3.0 3.1 2.9
55-59 3.0 2.5 3.4
60-64 2.5 3.5 1.6
65-69 1.5 1.3 1.7
70-74 1.7 2.1 1.4
75-79 1.2 1.6 0.7
80+ 2.5 1.4 3.4
Total 100 100 100

N= (1981) (921) (1060)
Source: Survey of Living Conditions of Belize (1995), Grenada (1999), St Kitts and Nevis (2001), Saint Lucia (1995) and 
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines (1995). Produced with the assistance of the Caribbean Development Bank (CDB). 
Executed by KAIRI Consultants Limited, Trinidad and Tobago.
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Table: 1.2
Population structure and dependency ratios 

(Youth, active work force and elderly) for selected countries (percentages)

Belize Grenada St. Kitts 
and 

Nevis

Saint
Lucia

Saint 
Vincent 
and the 

Grenadines
0-14 45.1 32.3 31.2 34.2 35.7
15-64 50.1 51.3 57.9 58.5 57.4
65+ 4.8 16.4 11.0 7.4 6.9
Total 100 100 100 100 100
Elderly Dependency 9.6 31.8 19.0 12.6 11.9
Youth Dependency 89.9 62.9 53.9 58.4 62.1
Total Dependency Ratio 99.5 94.8 72.8 71 74.1

Source: Survey of Living Conditions of Belize (1995), Grenada (1999), St Kitts and Nevis (2001), Saint Lucia (1995) and 
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines (1995). Produced with the assistance of the Caribbean Development Bank (CDB). 
Executed by KAIRI Consultants Limited, Trinidad and Tobago.

Table: 1.3
Dependency rates by quintile for selected countries (percentages)

Quintiles Belize Grenada St. Kitts 
and Nevis

Saint
Lucia

Saint Vincent 
and the 

Grenadines
I 141.9 97.0 110.7 100.6 97.0
II 120.1 106.0 85.2 76.9 88.6
III 108.9 102.5 69.3 69.9 83.3
IV 92.2 90.1 67.8 48.5 57.1
V 56.4 80.3 44.6 47.5 57.1

Total 99.5 94.8 72.9 71.0 74.9
Source: Survey of Living C onditions of Belize (1995), G ren ad a  (1999), S t K itts an d  Nevis (2001), S a in t Lucia (1995) an d
S ain t V incent an d  the  G ren ad ines (1995). P roduced w ith  th e  a ss is tan ce  of the  C aribbean  D evelopm ent B ank  (CDB).
E xecuted  by KAIRI C o n su ltan ts  Limited, T rin idad an d  Tobago.
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Table 1.4
Age structure (youth, working and elderly population) by quintile (percentages)

Quintiles
Belize

0-14 15-64 65+ Total
I 54.6 41.3 4.1 100
II 50.9 45.4 3.7 100
III 48.8 47.9 3.4 100
IV 42.5 52.0 5.4 100
V 28.5 63.9 7.5 100

Total 45.1 50.1 4.8 100
N= (1942) (2160) (206) (4310)

Grenada
0-14 15-64 65+ Total

I 33.7 50.7 15.5 100
II 34.4 48.5 17.1 100
III 34.1 49.4 16.5 100
IV 31.3 52.6 16.1 100
V 28.0 55.5 16.5 100

Total 32.3 51.3 16.4 100
N= (1312) (2085) (664) (4061)

St. Kitts and Nevis
0-14 15-64 65+ Total

I 48.4 47.5 4.2 100
II 39.9 54.0 6.2 100
III 30.6 59.1 10.3 100
IV 22.1 59.6 18.3 100
V 9.6 69.1 15.9 100

Total 31.2 57.9 11.0 100
N= (861) (1598) (303) (2762)

Saint Lucia
0-14 15-64 65+ Total

I 44.5 49.8 5.6 100
II 34.3 56.5 9.2 100
III 34.8 58.9 6.3 100
IV 25.3 67.3 7.4 100
V 23.1 67.8 9.2 100

Total 34.2 58.5 7.4 100
N= (794) (1359) (171) (2324)

Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
0-14 15-64 65+ Total

I 43.4 50.8 5.8 100
II 40.4 53.0 6.6 100
III 37.4 54.5 8.1 100
IV 30.3 63.6 6.1 100
V 29.5 65.4 7.8 100

Total 36.0 57.2 6.8 100
N= (717) (1138) (136) (1981)

Source: Survey of Living Conditions of Belize (1995), Grenada (1999), St Kitts and Nevis (2001), Saint Lucia (1995) and 
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines (1995). Produced with the assistance of the Caribbean Development Bank (CDB). 
Executed by KAIRI Consultants Limited, Trinidad and Tobago.
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Table 2.1

Age at first birth by quintile (percentages)
Age an d  Q u in tile G renada S t. K itts  and  

Nevis
S a in t L ucia S a in t V incen t an d  th e  

G renad in es
10-14

I 26.7 36.4 42.1 28.6 18.2
II 20.0 18.2 31.6 42.9 36.4
III 33.3 9.1 10.5 14.3 27.3
IV 13.3 27.3 15.8 - 18.2
V 6.7 9.1 - 14.3 -

T o ta l 100 100 100 100 100
N= (15) (11) (19) (7) (11)

15-19
I 22.5 16.9 27.4 31.3 22.1
II 20.4 25.5 19.8 24.4 19.5
III 20.7 22.9 24.4 21.9 26.1
IV 19.4 22.1 18.8 14.9 19.9
V 17.0 12.6 9.6 7.5 -

T o ta l 100 100 100 100 100
N= (377) (231) (197) (201) (226)

20-24
I 11.2 16.9 11.1 27.1 17.9
II 16.3 16.2 28.1 17.8 22.6
III 18.4 18.4 23.0 13.1 10.4
IV 21.9 27.9 20.7 22.4 25.5
V 32.1 20.6 17.0 19.6 23.6

T o ta l 100 100 100 100 100
N= (196) (136) (135) (107) (106)

25-29
I 14.7 19.6 15.5 30.0 7.1
II 14.7 13.7 13.8 13.3 21.4
III 2.9 11.8 24.1 13.3 19.0
IV 17.6 21.6 20.7 16.7 21.4
V 50.0 33.3 25.9 26.7 31.0

T o ta l 100 100 100 100 100
N= (34) (51) (58) (30) (42)

30-34
I 8.3 12.5 9.5 - 10.0
II 41.7 - 9.5 41.7 10.0
III 8.3 25.0 19.0 25.0 20.0
IV - 25.0 38.1 8.3 10.0
V - 37.5 23.8 25.0 50.0

T o ta l 100 100 100 100 100
N= (12) (16) (21) (12) (10)

35-39
I - - - 33.3 -
II - - - - -
III 100 - - - -
IV - - 20.0 - 50.0
V - - 80.0 66.7 50.0

T o ta l 100 100 100 100 100
N= (1) - (5) (3) (2)

Source: Survey of Living C onditions of Belize (1995), G ren ad a  (1999), S t K itts an d  Nevis (2001), S a in t Lucia (1995) an d
S ain t V incent an d  the  G ren ad ines (1995). P roduced w ith  th e  a ss is tan ce  of the  C aribbean  D evelopm ent B ank  (CDB).
E xecuted  by KAIRI C o n su ltan ts  Limited, T rin idad an d  Tobago.
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D istr ib u tio n  o f c h ild ren  w ho d ied  befo re  a tta in in g  th e  age o f o n e  y ea r by  q u in tile  (percen tages)
Table 2.2

No. o f children who died Belize
I II III IV V

None 88.2 82.1 92.0 88.1 93.4
One 8.4 9.8 7.2 8.7 5.3
Two 2.5 5.7 - 2.4 1.3
Three 0.8 1.6 0.8 - -
Four - 0.8 - 0.8 -
Five or more - - - - -
Total 100 100 100 100 100
N= (119) (123) (125) (126) (152)

Grenada
I II III IV V

None 93.0 86.5 87.2 92.2 95.7
One 14.3 31.0 28.6 19.0 3.3
Two - 1.0 1.8 1.6 -
Three - - - - -
Four - - - - 1.1
Five or more 1.0 - - - -
Total 100 100 100 100 100
N= (100) (104) (109) (129) (92)

St. Kitts and Nevis
I II III IV V

None 82.8 84.4 89.3 86.8 90.1
One 7.5 12.5 9.7 12.1 7.0
Two 9.7 1.0 - 1.1 -
Three - 1.0 1.0 - 2.8
Four - 1.0 - - -
Five or more - - - - -
Total 100 100 100 100 100
N= (93) (96) (103) (91) (71)

Saint Lucia
I II III IV V

None 81.0 84.3 83.9 80.4 89.1
One 13.3 12.9 14.5 13.7 10.9
Two 4.8 1.4 1.6 3.9 -
Three 1.0 - - 2.0 --
Four - - - - -
Five or more - 1.4 - - -
Total 100 100 100 100 100
N= (105) (70) (62) (51) (46)

Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
I II III IV V

None 87.5 82.4 82.8 70.8 77.6
One 8.8 15.3 11.5 24.7 17.1
Two 2.5 2.4 5.7 2.2 2.6
Three - - - 1.1 -
Four 1.3 - - 1.1 -
Five or more - - - - 2.6
Total 100 100 100 100 100
N= (80) (85) (87) (89) (76)
Source: Survey of Living C onditions of Belize (1995), G ren ad a  (1999), S t K itts an d  Nevis (2001), S a in t Lucia (1995) an d
S ain t V incent an d  the  G ren ad ines (1995). P roduced w ith  th e  a ss is tan ce  of the  C aribbean  D evelopm ent B ank  (CDB).
E xecuted  by KAIRI C o n su ltan ts  Limited, T rin idad an d  Tobago.
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Table 2.3

No. o f children who died Belize
I II III IV V

None 88.2 82.1 92.0 88.1 93.4
One 8.4 9.8 7.2 8.7 5.3
Two 2.5 5.7 - 2.4 1.3
Three 0.8 1.6 0.8 - -
Four - 0.8 - 0.8 -
Five or more - - - - -
Total 100 100 100 100 100
N= (119) (122) (125) (125) (152)

Grenada
I II III IV V

None 95.0 93.3 92.7 98.4 100
One 4.0 1.9 7.3 0.8 -
Two 1.0 1.9 - 0.8 -
Three - - 1.9 - -
Four - - - - -
Five or more - 1.0 - - -
Total 100 100 100 100 100
N= (100) (104) (109) (129) (92)

St. Kitts and Nevis
I II III IV V

None 92.5 94.8 95.1 96.7 94.4
One 5.4 5.2 4.9 2.2 2.8
Two 1.1 - - 1.1 2.8
Three 1.1 - - - -
Four - - - - -
Five or more - - - - -
Total 100 100 100 100 100
N= (93) (96) (103) (91) (71)

Saint Lucia
I II III IV V

None 85.7 86.2 96.0 84.6 88.4
One 11.0 6.9 4.0 12.8 11.6
Two 3.3 3.4 - 2.6 -
Three - 1.7 - - -
Four - 1.7 - - -
Five or more - - - - -
Total 100 100 100 100 100
N= (91) (58) (50) (39) (43)

Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
I II III IV V

None 90.0 95.3 95.4 91.0 92.1
One 7.5 3.5 2.3 6.7 7.9
Two 2.5 - 2.3 - -
Three - - - 2.2 -
Four - 1.2 - - -
Five or more - - - - -
Total 100 100 100 100 100
N= (80) (85) (87) (89) (76)
Source: Survey of Living C onditions of Belize (1995), G ren ad a  (1999), S t K itts an d  Nevis (2001), S a in t Lucia (1995) an d
S ain t V incent an d  the  G ren ad ines (1995). P roduced w ith  th e  a ss is tan ce  of the  C aribbean  D evelopm ent B ank  (CDB).
E xecuted  by KAIRI C o n su ltan ts  Limited, T rin idad an d  Tobago.
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Table 3.1(a)
Attend school by quintile -  Ages 5-14 (percentages)

Quintile Belize Grenada St. Kitts and 
Nevis

Saint Lucia Saint Vincent 
and the 

Grenadines
Yes No Yes No Yes No Yes No Yes No

I 86.4 13.6 95.7 4.3 100 - 94.8 5.2 95.4 4.6
II 87.0 13.0 98.9 1.1 100 - 96.4 3.6 97.1 2.9
III 93.0 7.0 99.0 1.0 100 - 93.5 6.5 99.1 0.9
IV 91.3 8.7 98.9 1.1 98.7 1.3 97.6 2.4 97.6 2.4
V 95.0 5.0 100 - 100 - 100 - 97.7 2.3

Source: Survey of Living Conditions of Belize (1995), Grenada (1999), St Kitts and Nevis (2001), Saint Lucia (1995) and 
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines (1995). Produced with the assistance of the Caribbean Development Bank (CDB). 
Executed by KAIRI Consultants Limited, Trinidad and Tobago.

Table 3.1(b)
Attend school by quintile -  Ages 15-19 (percentages)

Quintile Belize Grenada St. Kitts and 
Nevis

Saint Lucia Saint Vincent 
and the 

Grenadines
Yes No Yes No Yes No Yes No Yes No

I 19.4 80.6 59.6 40.4 57.3 42.7 38.5 61.5 35.4 64.6
II 24.8 75.2 70.5 29.5 63.1 36.9 45.9 54.1 31.3 68.8
III 30.2 69.8 65.2 34.8 50.7 50.7 60.9 39.1 39.3 60.7
IV 45.8 54.2 67.6 32.4 36.4 36.4 56.0 44.0 44.9 55.1
V 58.0 42.0 87.3 12.7 41.0 41.0 52.9 47.1 38.6 61.4

Source: Survey of Living C onditions of Belize (1995), G ren ad a  (1999), S t K itts an d  Nevis (2001), S a in t Lucia (1995) an d
S ain t V incent an d  the  G ren ad ines (1995). P roduced w ith  th e  a ss is tan ce  of the  C aribbean  D evelopm ent B ank  (CDB).
E xecuted  by KAIRI C o n su ltan ts  Limited, T rin idad an d  Tobago.
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Table 3.2
Distribution o f textbooks by quintile -  Ages 5-19 (percentages)

Quintile Belize
Characteristic o f possession

Exclusive
use

Shares Has some 
books

Has None Total N=

I 61.0 1.8 22.8 14.3 100 (272)
II 79.6 3.6 14.0 2.9 100 (279)
III 82.4 7.1 8.1 2.4 100 (296)
IV 90.0 5.9 3.3 0.7 100 (270)
V 97.2 1.9 0.5 0.5 100 (211)

Grenada
Characteristic o f possession

Exclusive
use

Shares Has some 
books

Has None Total N=

I 43.5 5.1 47.0 4.3 100 (253)
II 48.3 8.8 41.6 1.3 100 (238)
III 53.7 4.7 34.1 7.5 100 (255)
IV 62.4 6.0 29.9 1.7 100 (234)
V 70.0 8.3 20.7 0.9 100 (217)

St Kitts and Nevis
Characteristic o f possession

Exclusive
use

Shares Has some 
books

Has None Total N=

I 62.8 5.3 16.4 15.0 100 (226)
II 66.1 4.2 15.6 13.0 100 (192)
III 69.3 2.7 12.0 16.0 100 (150)
IV 81.0 1.9 12.4 4.8 100 (105)
V 74.1 7.1 18.8 - 100 (85)

Saint Lucia
Characteristic o f possession

I Exclusive
use

Shares Has some 
books

Has None Total N=

II 39.3 11.8 45.5 3.3 100 (211)
III 58.5 4.3 36.6 0.6 100 (164)
IV 56.8 14.4 26.7 2.1 100 (146)
V 50.0 16.4 31.8 1.8 100 (110)

76.9 9.6 11.5 1.9 100 (52)
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines

Characteristic o f possession
Exclusive

use
Shares Has some 

books
Has None Total N=

I 36.7 3.3 39.2 20.8 100 (120)
II 58.6 0.9 32.8 7.8 100 (116)
III 43.3 4.7 46.5 5.5 100 (127)
IV 57.7 2.9 33.7 5.8 100 (104)
V 63.1 2.9 32.0 1.9 100 (103)

Source: Survey of Living Conditions of Belize (1995), Grenada (1999), St Kitts and Nevis (2001), Saint Lucia (1995) and 
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines (1995). Produced with the assistance of the Caribbean Development Bank (CDB). 
Executed by KAIRI Consultants Limited, Trinidad and Tobago.
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Table 3.3
Type of school by quintile -  Ages 15-19 (percentages)

Type o f School Belize
I II III IV V

Private Primary 5.6 - 6.9 - -
Govt. Primary 16.7 12 6.9 5.3 5.2
Private Secondary 22.2 12 31 15.8 20.7
Government Secondary 55.6 68 55.2 63.2 51.7
Trade/Voc/Community
Technical - - - 5.3 3.4
Tertiary - 4 - 10.5 17.2
University 4 - - 1.7
Other -
Total 100 100 100 100 100

Grenada
I II III IV V

Private Primary - - - - -
Govt. Primary 5.2 25.8 13.8 10 9.1
Private Secondary 3.4 4.8 3.4 2 9.1
Government Secondary 70.7 48.4 56.9 78 58.2
Trade/Voc/Community - 4.8 3.4 - 1.8
Technical 8.6 3.2 10.3 - 3.6
Tertiary 10.4 8 10.3 10 14.5
University 1.6 1.8
Other 1.7 3.2 1.7 - 1.8
Total 100 100 100 100 100

St. Kitts and Nevis
I II III IV V

Private Primary - - - - -
Govt. Primary - - - - -
Private Secondary - 2.4 - 3.6 -
Government Secondary 81.4 68.3 69.7 60.7 56.5
Trade/Voc/Community - 2.4 6.1 3.6 8.7
Technical 11.6 9.8 9.1 14.3 4.3
Tertiary 2.3 17.1 15.1 17.9 30.4
University 2.3 - - - -
Other 2.3 - -- - -
Total 100 100 100 100 100
Source: Survey of Living C onditions of Belize (1995), G ren ada  (1999), S t K itts an d  Nevis (2001), S a in t Lucia (1995) an d
S ain t V incent an d  th e  G ren ad ines (1995). Produced w ith  th e  a ss is tan ce  of th e  C aribbean  D evelopm ent B ank  (CDB).
E xecuted  by KAIRI C o n su ltan ts  Limited, T rin idad an d  Tobago.
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Table 3.3 cont'd
Type of school by quintile -  Ages 15-19 (percentages)

Saint Lucia
I II III IV V

Private Primary - - - - -
Govt. Primary 13.3 8.8 5.6 14.3 -
Private Secondary 6.7 8.8 5.6 21.4 -
Government Secondary 63.3 76.5 80.6 57.1 88.9
Trade/Voc/Community 10 - - - -
Technical 3.3 2.9 2.8 - -
University 3.3 2.9 5.6 3.6 11.1
Other 3.6
Total 100 100 100 100 100

Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
I II III IV V

Private Primary - - - - -
Govt. Primary 5.9 6.7 9.1 18.2 5.9
Private Secondary 23.5 6.7 22.7 22.7 11.8
Government Secondary 64.7 73.3 63.6 50 76.5
Trade/Voc/Community - 6.7 4.5
Technical - - - 4.5 -
Tertiary 5.9 - - - 5.9
University
Other 6.7 4.5
Total 100 100 100 100 100
Source: Survey of Living Conditions of Belize (1995), Grenada (1999), St Kitts and Nevis (2001), Saint Lucia (1995) and 
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines (1995). Produced with the assistance of the Caribbean Development Bank (CDB). 
Executed by KAIRI Consultants Limited, Trinidad and Tobago.
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Table 3.4:
Household head’s highest education by sex and quintile (percentages)

Quintile Belize
Nursery Primary Secondary Post Secondary

Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female
I 1.9 2.6 88.3 89.7 8.4 7.0 - .6
II 2.4 2.7 82.2 78.3 14.8 15.8 - 3.3
III .5 0.5 84.9 77.4 13.5 16.6 .5 4.5
IV .4 - 77.2 71.2 12.8 22.6 8.7 5.3
V - - 51.3 56.2 27.9 25.9 11.2 12.7

Total 0.9 1.0 73.4 72.9 16.5 18.5 5.0 5.9
N= (9) (10) (739) (729) (166) (185) (50) (59)

University Not Stated Total
Male Female Male Female Male Female

I 1.3 - - 100 100
II - .5 - 1.0 100 100
III .5 .5 .6 100 100
IV .9 1.0 - 100 100
V 9.7 4.8 - 100 100

Total 3.0 1.6 0.1 0.2 100 100
N= (31) (16) (1) (2) (1006) (999)

Source: Survey of Living Conditions of Belize (1995), Grenada (1999), St Kitts and Nevis (2001), Saint Lucia (1995) and 
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines (1995). Produced with the assistance of the Caribbean Development Bank (CDB). 
Executed by KAIRI Consultants Limited, Trinidad and Tobago.

Table 3.4: cont’d
Household head’s highest education by sex and quintile (percentages)

Quintile Grenada
Nursery Primary Secondary Post Secondary

Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female
I - - 74.6 68.2 14.7 27.3 6.8 3.5
II - - 75.3 71.0 18.4 34.6 3.8 2.7
III - - 72.7 69.7 21.8 23.2 2.4 5.6
IV - 0.9 70.1 63.3 22.2 28.0 3.1 6.0
V 0.5 0.5 68.6 62.2 18.8 28.6 5.3 4.1

Total 0.1 0.3 72.0 66.7 19.2 26.4 4.3 4.4
N= (1) (3) (649) (676) (173) (268) (39) (45)

University Not Stated Total
Male Female Male Female Male Female

I 1.7 0.5 2.3 0.5 100 100
II 0.6 0.5 1.9 1.1 100 100
III 1.8 1.5 1.2 - 100 100
IV 3.6 0.9 1.0 0.9 100 100
V 2.9 1.4 3.9 3.2 100 100

Total 2.2 1.0 2.1 1.2 100 100
N= (20) (10) (19) (12) (901) (1014)

Source: Survey of Living C onditions of Belize (1995), G ren ad a  (1999), S t K itts an d  Nevis (2001), S a in t Lucia (1995) and
S ain t V incent an d  th e  G renad ines (1995). P roduced w ith  th e  a ss is ta n ce  of th e  C aribbean  D evelopm ent B ank  (CDB).
E xecuted  by KAIRI C o n su ltan ts  Limited, T rin idad an d  Tobago.
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Table 3.4: cont’d
Household head’s highest education by sex and quintile (percentages)

Quintile St Kitts and Nevis
Nursery Primary Secondary Post Secondary

Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female
I - - 15.4 14.0 63.7 63.2 3.3 2.2
II - - 17.5 14.5 59.6 58.1 5.3 5.8
III - - 13.6 16.2 63.6 57.0 2.6 8.4
IV - 1.1 20.0 21.6 48.9 44.2 11.1 7.4
V - - 18.1 24.2 48.3 37.4 8.6 10.1

Total 0.2 17.3 18.2 54.9 51.0 6.9 7.1
N= (2) (135) (162) (429) (446) (54) (62)

University Not Stated Total
Male Female Male Female Male Female

I 3.3 0.0 14.3 20.6 100 100
II 1.8 0.6 15.8 20.9 100 100
III 2.6 2.2 17.5 16.2 100 100
IV 2.1 4.7 17.9 21.1 100 100
V 9.9 13.1 15.1 15.2 100 100

Total 4.6 4.6 16.3 18.6 100 100
N= (36) (40) (127) (163) (962) (852)

Source: Survey of Living Conditions of Belize (1995), Grenada (1999), St Kitts and Nevis (2001), Saint Lucia (1995) and 
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines (1995). Produced with the assistance of the Caribbean Development Bank (CDB). 
Executed by KAIRI Consultants Limited, Trinidad and Tobago.

Table 3.4: cont’d
Household head’s highest education by sex and quintile (percentages)

Quintile Saint Lucia
Nursery Primary Secondary Post Secondary

Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female
I 1.7 0.6 76.1 77.2 16.2 19.0 3.4 2.5
II 1.5 1.2 81.1 67.7 12.9 23.4 2.3 4.8
III - - 67.5 72.2 25.0 18.0 2.5 4.5
IV 0.8 1.6 64.2 66.7 25.0 17.5 5.0 8.7
V - - 54.1 49.5 20.2 33.3 8.3 7.5

Total 0.8 0.7 69.1 68.1 19.7 21.6 4.2 5.3
N= (5) (5) (413) (461) (118) (146) (25) (36)

University Not Stated Total
Male Female Male Female Male Female

I 0.9 - 1.7 0.6 100 100
II - 1.2 2.3 1.8 100 100
III 5.0 0.8 - 4.5 100 100
IV 3.3 1.6 1.7 4.0 100 100
V 11.9 8.6 5.5 1.1 100 100

Total 4.0 1.9 2.2 2.4 100 100
N= (24) (13) (13) (16) (598) (677)

Source: Survey of Living Conditions of Belize (1995), Grenada (1999), St Kitts and Nevis (2001), Saint Lucia (1995) and 
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines (1995). Produced with the assistance of the Caribbean Development Bank (CDB). 
Executed by KAIRI Consultants Limited, Trinidad and Tobago.
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Table 3.4: cont’d
Household head’s highest education by sex and quintile (percentages)

Quintile Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
Nursery Primary Secondary Post Secondary

Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female
I - - 82.7 82.3 16.0 16.9 1.2 0.8
II - - 76.5 72.0 21.5 25.4 1.0 1.7
III - - 80.2 80.2 18.9 16.4 0.9 2.6
IV - - 79.8 62.8 16.3 32.2 2.3 3.3
V - - 58.9 45.7 28.2 39.3 7.3 8.6

Total - - 74.9 67.9 20.4 26.5 2.8 3.6
N= - - (403) (420) (110) (164) (15) (22)

University Not Stated Total
Male Female Male Female Male Female

I - - - - 100 100
II 1.0 - - 0.8 100 100
III - 0.9 - - 100 100
IV 1.6 - - 1.7 100 100
V 2.4 2.9 3.2 2.9 100 100

Total 1.1 0.8 0.7 1.1 100 100
N= (6) (5) (4) (7) (538) (618)

Source: Survey of Living Conditions of Belize (1995), Grenada (1999), St Kitts and Nevis (2001), Saint Lucia (1995) and 
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines (1995). Produced with the assistance of the Caribbean Development Bank (CDB). 
Executed by KAIRI Consultants Limited, Trinidad and Tobago
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Table 3.5
Distribution of highest exam passed by quintile and sex (percentages)

Belize None School Leaving CXC
Basic

GCE
General

Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female
I 36.5 40.1 52.6 53.3 2.6 4.6 1.9 -
II 37.4 37.4 49.4 46.0 8.0 8.0 1.1 3.7
III 31.9 29.4 56.2 56.3 3.8 4.1 5.4 4.6
IV 23.2 29.6 57.7 51.7 4.1 9.4 2.3 3.0
V 19.0 18.0 39.9 42.4 8.4 9.6 10.6 12.0

Total 28.2 29.7 50.4 49.4 5.7 7.4 4.9 5.3
N= (284) (294) (508) (489) (57) (73) (49) (52)

A Levels/ 
Diploma

Degree Other Total %

Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female
I - 0.7 1.3 - - - 100.0 100.0
II - 2.1 - 0.5 - - 100.0 100.0
III 0.5 1.0 0.5 0.5 - 3.6 100.0 100.0
IV 7.3 3.0 0.5 1.0 2.3 2.5 100.0 100.0
V 9.2 8.0 9.2 4.8 2.2 4.4 100.0 100.0

Total 4.2 3.3 2.9 1.6 1.1 2.3 100.0 100.0
N= (42) (33) (29) (16) (11) (23) (1008) (989)

Grenada None School Leaving CXC Basic GCE General
Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female

I 80.0 73.3 0.6 3.2 4.8 6.4 6.1 13.8
II 76.5 78.2 3.3 3.4 4.6 4.0 9.8 10.9
III 73.6 69.7 6.3 4.3 2.5 7.0 8.2 8.6
IV 67.2 65.3 7.4 6.1 4.8 4.2 10.1 16.9
V 65.2 61.8 9.5 5.5 2.5 4.6 10.5 19.7

Total 72.0 69.2 5.7 4.6 3.8 5.2 9.0 14.4
N= (624) (675) (49) (45) (33) (51) (78) (140)

A Levels/ 
Diploma

Degree Other Total %

Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female
I 6.0 2.1 1.8 1.1 0.6 - 100.0
II 2.7 2.8 0.7 - 2.6 0.6 100.0 100.0
III 3.2 3.2 0.6 1.1 3.1 5.9 100.0 100.0
IV 4.2 4.7 2.6 - 2.6 2.8 100.0 100.0
V 3.0 2.3 3.0 1.8 2.0 4.1 100.0 100.0

Total 5.6 3.1 1.8 0.8 2.2 2.8 100.0 100.0
N= (48) (30) (16) (8) (19) (27) (867) (976)

Source: Survey of Living C onditions of Belize (1995), G ren ad a  (1999), S t K itts an d  Nevis (2001), S a in t Lucia (1995) and
S ain t V incent an d  th e  G renad ines (1995). P roduced w ith  th e  a ss is ta n ce  of th e  C aribbean  D evelopm ent B ank  (CDB).
E xecuted  by KAIRI C o n su ltan ts  Limited, T rin idad an d  Tobago.
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Table 3.5 cont’d
Distribution of highest exam passed by quintile and sex (percentages)

St
Kitts/
Nevis

None School Leaving CXC Basic GCE General

Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female
I 72.5 59.7 16.5 20.9 3.3 4.3 3.3 10.8
II 57.9 51.2 18.4 18.0 5.3 2.9 11.4 18.0
III 60.0 48.4 18.7 13.2 4.0 9.3 12.0 16.5
IV 49.5 50.3 14.1 14.1 6.8 3.7 14.6 14.7
V 44.2 36.2 17.6 17.6 6.0 1.5 9.9 12.6

Total 53.8 48.4 16.9 16.5 5.4 4.3 10.9 14.6
N= (420) (427) (132) (146) (42) (38) (85) (129)

A Levels/ 
Diploma

Degree Other Total %

Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female
I 2.2 3.6 1.1 0.0 1.1 0.7 100.0 100.0
II 6.1 5.2 0.9 0.6 0.0 4.1 100.0 100.0
III 4.7 8.8 0.7 1.6 0.0 2.2 100.0 100.0
IV 9.4 6.8 1.0 4.2 4.7 6.3 100.0 100.0
V 8.2 13.1 8.2 11.6 6.0 7.5 100.0 100.0

Total 6.8 7.8 3.1 4.0 3.1 4.4 100.0 100.0
N= (53) (69) (24) (35) (24) (39) (780) (883)

Saint
Lucia

None School Leaving CXC
Basic

GCE
General

Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female
I 54.3 42.6 31.0 40.0 2.6 2.6 8.6 12.9
II 39.4 38.6 48.5 40.4 1.5 3.0 8.4 11.4
III 39.8 39.8 37.3 42.9 2.5 0.8 10.1 8.3
IV 33.9 39.2 34.7 35.2 2.4 2.4 15.3 9.6
V 30.8 23.4 22.4 28.7 3.7 4.3 15.9 20.1

Total 39.7 37.7 35.3 38.2 2.5 2.5 11.5 12.1
N= (237) (254) (211) (257) (15) (17) (69) (81)

A Levels/ 
Diploma

Degree Other Total %

Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female
I 1.7 - - - 1.7 1.9 100 100
II 1.5 5.4 - - 0.8 1.2 100 100
III 5.9 5.3 2.5 - 1.7 3.0 100 100
IV 9.7 10.4 1.6 0.8 2.4 2.4 100 100
V 9.3 11.7 11.2 5.3 6.5 6.4 100 100

Total 5.5 5.8 2.8 0.9 2.5 2.7 100 100
N= (33) (40) (17) (6) (15) (18) (597) (673)

Source: Survey of Living C onditions of Belize (1995), G ren ad a  (1999), S t K itts an d  Nevis (2001), S a in t Lucia (1995) and
S ain t V incent an d  th e  G renad ines (1995). P roduced w ith  th e  a ss is ta n ce  of th e  C aribbean  D evelopm ent B ank  (CDB).
E xecuted  by KAIRI C o n su ltan ts  Limited, T rin idad an d  Tobago.
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Table 3.5 cont’d
Distribution of highest exam passed by quintile and sex (percentages)

St Vincent 
and the 

Grenadines

None School Leaving CXC
Basic

GCE
General

Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female
I 87.7 91.9 6.2 2.4 0.0 0.8 2.5 3.3
II 86.5 82.9 7.3 8.5 0.0 0.0 1.0 2.6
III 88.5 83.2 6.7 5.3 0.0 0.0 1.0 5.3
IV 87.1 78.1 5.6 7.9 0.0 0.0 3.2 7.9
V 75.2 55.7 10.6 12.3 0.0 0.8 2.7 5.7

Total 84.7 78.3 7.3 7.3 0.0 0.3 2.1 4.9
N= (439) (461) (38) (43) (0) (2) (11) (29)

A Levels/ 
Diploma

Degree Other Total %

Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female
I 3.7 1.6 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 100.0 100.0
II 5.2 5.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.9 100.0 100.0
III 3.8 6.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 100.0 100.0
IV 4.0 6.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 100.0 100.0
V 9.7 23.8 0.9 1.6 0.9 0.0 100.0 100.0

Total 5.4 8.7 0.2 0.3 0.2 0.2 100.0 100.0
N= (28) (51) (1) (2) (1) (1) (518) (589)

Source: Survey of Living Conditions of Belize (1995), Grenada (1999), St Kitts and Nevis (2001), Saint Lucia (1995) and 
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines (1995). Produced with the assistance of the Caribbean Development Bank (CDB). 
Executed by KAIRI Consultants Limited, Trinidad and Tobago.

Table 4.1(a)
Distribution o f persons who sought medical attention by age groups 15-64 and 65+ 
_______   (percentages)________________________________________

Age
Group

Belize Grenada St. Kitts and 
Nevis

Saint Lucia Saint Vincent 
and the 

Grenadines
Yes No Yes No Yes No Yes No Yes No

15-64
% 76.0 24.0 55.5 44.4 39.3 61.7 58.6 41.4 60.4 39.6

N= (177) (56) (185) (148) (92) (142) (136) (96) (128) (84)
65+
% 79.6 20.4 70.7 29.3 53.2 46.8 79.1 20.9 70.2 29.8

N= (43) (11) (148) (58) (67) (59) (53) (14) (33) (14)
Source: Survey of Living C onditions of Belize (1995), G ren ad a  (1999), S t K itts an d  Nevis (2001), S a in t Lucia (1995) an d
S ain t V incent an d  th e  G renad ines (1995). P roduced w ith  th e  a ss is tan ce  of th e  C aribbean  D evelopm ent B ank  (CDB).
E xecuted  by KAIRI C o n su ltan ts  Limited, T rin idad an d  Tobago.
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Table 4.1(b)
Distribution o f persons who were ill by age groups 15-64 and 65+ (percentages)

Age
Group

Belize Grenada St. Kitts and 
Nevis

Saint Lucia Saint Vincent 
and the 

Grenadines
15-64 65+ 15-64 65+ 15-64 65+ 15-64 65+ 15-64 65+

Yes 10.8 26.0 8.3 14.9 11.0 20.2 17.2 39.8 18.6 34.6
No 89.2 74.0 91.7 85.1 89.0 79.8 82.8 60.2 81.4 65.4
Total 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100

N= (2160) (208) (2073) (656) (1596) (301) (1359) (171) (1138) (136)
Source: Survey of Living Conditions of Belize (1995), Grenada (1999), St Kitts and Nevis (2001), Saint Lucia (1995) and 
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines (1995). Produced with the assistance of the Caribbean Development Bank (CDB). 
Executed by KAIRI Consultants Limited, Trinidad and Tobago.

Table 4.2
Distribution o f persons who were ill by quintile and sex (percentages)

Quintiles Belize Grenada St. Kitts and 
Nevis

Saint Lucia Saint Vincent 
and the 

Grenadines
Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female

I 15 12.3 8.0 13.2 5.2 6.9 12.3 15.1 12.5 17.1
II 9.3 9.4 8.2 14.1 10.6 10.1 19.3 19.0 14.8 24.1
III 7.8 9.8 11.1 15.7 9.1 12.8 20.5 22.4 20.0 20.4
IV 10.0 7.4 12.8 16.2 13.0 14.1 15.9 23.8 15.7 24.4
V 6.6 10.3 10.7 18.5 12.0 17.7 28.2 26.0 19.4 24.9

Total 9.7 9.9 10.1 15.5 10.1 12.1 18.2 20.4 16.6 22.1
N= (208) (214) (197) (329) (130) (179) (202) (248) (153) (234)

Source: Survey of Living Conditions of Belize (1995), Grenada (1999), St Kitts and Nevis (2001), Saint Lucia (1995) and Saint 
Vincent and the Grenadines (1995). Produced with the assistance of the Caribbean Development Bank (CDB). Executed by 
KAIRI Consultants Limited, Trinidad and Tobago.
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Table 4.3
First place visited for medical attention by age group 15-64 and 65+ (percentages)

Age Group Belize Grenada St. Kitts and 
Nevis

Saint Lucia Saint 
Vincent and 

the 
Grenadines

15-64 65+ 15-64 65+ 15-64 65+ 15-64 65+ 15-64 65+
Public Hospital 36.2 46.5 12.2 14.6 23.3 16.4 22.0 25.0 24.8 18.2
Public Health 
Centre

23.7 11.6 30.9 35.0 12.2 38.8 20.5 36.5 37.2 54.5

Pharmacy 3.4 - 3.3 - 5.5 1.5 3.0 - 0.8 -
Private Clinic 15.3 11.6 4.4 3.6 - - 3.8 11.5 5.4 -
Private Doctor 20.9 25.6 48.1 40.1 54.4 31.3 47.7 23.1 31.8 27.3
Herbalist 0.6 - - - 1.1 - 3.0 1.9 - -
Other - 4.7 1.1 6.6 3.3 11.9 - 1.9 - -
Total 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100
N= (177) (43) (181) (137) (92) (67) (132) (52) (129) (33)
Source: Survey of Living Conditions of Belize (1995), Grenada (1999), St Kitts and Nevis (2001), Saint Lucia (1995) and Saint 
Vincent and the Grenadines (1995). Produced with the assistance of the Caribbean Development Bank (CDB). Executed by 
KAIRI Consultants Limited, Trinidad and Tobago.

Table 4.4
Population covered by health insurance by age group 15-64 and 65+ (percentages)

Country Health Insurance
15-64 65+

% N= % N=
Belize 21.0 (453) 8.7 (18)
Grenada 28.1 (585) 13.0 (86)
St. Kitts and Nevis 23.7 (379) 11.2 (34)
Saint Lucia 26.6 (361) 14.6 (25)
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines 28.4 (323) 6.6 (9)

Source: Survey of Living Conditions of Belize (1995), Grenada (1999), St Kitts and Nevis (2001), Saint Lucia (1995) and 
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines (1995). Produced with the assistance of the Caribbean Development Bank (CDB). 
Executed by KAIRI Consultants Limited, Trinidad and Tobago.

Table 4.5
Health insurance coverage by quintile and sex (percentages)

Quintiles Belize Grenada St. Kitts 
and Nevis

Saint
Lucia

Saint Vincent 
and the 

Grenadines
Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female

I 10.9 2.1 16.2 13.0 3.9 8.1 11.4 6.7 13.7 9.6
II 11.4 3.9 15.3 10.1 10.6 12.1 12.4 13.9 15.9 8.2
III 12.9 4.4 20.1 15.5 11.8 16.2 21.8 23.2 11.1 17.5
IV 18.3 7.0 25.9 20.8 20.1 26.1 25.8 22.9 24.6 15.6
V 29.5 17.7 24.6 20.0 27.6 33.2 46.3 50.7 31.1 31.3

Total 16.6 7.0 20.4 15.9 15.4 18.6 20.8 20.0 19.5 16.1
N= (356) (152) (397) (336) (197) (275) (230) (243) (180) (171)Source: Survey of Living C onditions of Belize (1995), G ren ad a  (1999), S t K itts an d  Nevis (2001), S a in t Lucia (1995) an d

S ain t V incent an d  th e  G renad ines (1995). P roduced w ith  th e  a ss is tan ce  of th e  C aribbean  D evelopm ent B ank  (CDB).
E xecuted  by KAIRI C o n su ltan ts  Limited, T rin idad an d  Tobago.
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Table 5.1
Household size by country (percentages)

Number
of

Persons

Belize Grenada St. Kitts and 
Nevis

Saint Lucia Saint Vincent 
and the 

Grenadines
% N= % N= % N= % N= % N=

1 Person 2.1 (90) 5.9 (238) 10.4 (287) 4.9 (115) 4.2 (83)
2 Persons 5.1 (220) 10.4 (422) 10.9 (302) 8.1 (188) 7.2 (142)
3 Persons 7.6 (327) 14.1 (573) 15.7 (435) 11.1 (258) 10.8 (213)
4 Person 11.1 (480) 12.0 (488) 16.9 (468) 16.9 (392) 14.7 (292)
5 Persons 16.0 (690) 18.0 (730) 14.8 (410) 15.5 (360) 14.6 (290)
6 Persons 16.0 (690) 12.7 (516) 9.8 (270) 12.7 (294) 15.7 (312)
7 Person 13.3 (574) 10.0 (406) 8.1 (224) 10.8 (252) 8.1 (161)
8 Persons 8.5 (368) 5.7 (232) 7.0 (192) 8.6 (200) 6.9 (136)
9 Persons 6.5 (279) 2.7 (108) 3.3 (90) 3.5 (81) 5.0 (99)
10+ 13.7 (592) 8.6 (348) 3.0 (84) 7.9 (184) 12.8 (253)
Source: Survey of Living Conditions of Belize (1995), Grenada (1999), St Kitts and Nevis (2001), Saint Lucia (1995) and 
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines (1995). Produced with the assistance of the Caribbean Development Bank (CDB). 
Executed by KAIRI Consultants Limited, Trinidad and Tobago.

Table 5.2
Single person households by elderly in selected countries (percentages)

Age Belize Grenada St. Kitts 
and Nevis

Saint
Lucia

Saint Vincent 
and the 

Grenadines
% N= % N= % N= % N= % N=

60-64 23.5 (8) 14.3 (19) 15.4 (18) 8.1 (3) 20.7 (6)
65-69 14.7 (5) 16.5 (22) 15.4 (18) 27.0 (10) 10.3 (3)
70-74 23.5 (8) 15.0 (20) 18.8 (22) 32.4 (12) 27.6 (8)
75-79 17.6 (6) 16.5 (22) 17.9 (21) 16.2 (6) 17.2 (5)
80+ 20.6 (7) 37.6 (50) 32.5 (38) 16.2 (6) 24.1 (7)
Total 100 (34) 100 (133) 100 (117) 100 (37) 100 (29)
% of total
single
person

37.8 43.3 37.7 32.2 34.9

Source: Survey of Living Conditions of Belize (1995), Grenada (1999), St Kitts and Nevis (2001), Saint Lucia (1995) and 
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines (1995). Produced with the assistance of the Caribbean Development Bank (CDB). 
Executed by KAIRI Consultants Limited, Trinidad and Tobago.



23

Table 5.3
Distribution of heads of households by quintile and sex (percentages)

Quintile Belize
Male Female Total

I 71.4 28.6 100.0
II 72.9 27.1 100.0
III 79.2 20.8 100.0
IV 82.9 17.1 100.0
V 73.9 26.1 100.0

Total 76.2 23.8 100.0
Grenada

Male Female Total
I 46.0 54.0 100.0
II 48.6 51.4 100.0
III 49.5 50.5 100.0
IV 51.8 48.2 100.0
V 56.6 43.4 100.0

Total 51.5 48.5 100.0
St. Kitts and Nevis

Male Female Total
I 34.9 65.1 100.0
II 48.8 51.2 100.0
III 47.2 52.8 100.0
IV 54.5 45.5 100.0
V 57.0 43.0 100.0

Total 51.7 48.3 100.0
Saint Lucia

Male Female Total
I 53.3 46.7 100.0
II 49.2 50.8 100.0
III 50.0 50.0 100.0
IV 61.7 38.3 100.0
V 69.2 30.8 100.0

Total 56.7 43.3 100.0
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines

Male Female Total
I 46.7 53.3 100.0
II 57.8 42.2 100.0
III 45.8 54.2 100.0
IV 60.0 40.0 100.0
V 63.6 36.4 100.0

Total 56.0 44.0 100.0
Source: Survey of Living C onditions of Belize (1995), G ren ada  (1999), S t K itts an d  Nevis (2001), S a in t Lucia (1995) an d  S ain t
V incent an d  the  G renad ines (1995). Produced w ith  th e  a ss is ta n ce  of the  C aribbean  D evelopm ent B ank  (CDB). E xecuted  by KAIRI
C o n su ltan ts  Limited, T rin idad an d  Tobago.
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Table 5.4
Employment status of household heads by quintile and sex (percentages)

Q u in tile Belize
M ale Fem ale

Employed Unemployed N= Total Employed Unemployed N= Total
I 83.7 16.3 (92) 100 77.8 22.2 (9) 100
II 80.6 19.4 (103) 100 81.3 18.8 (16) 100
III 90.8 9.2 (120) 100 91.7 8.3 (12) 100
IV 89.1 10.9 (147) 100 91.7 8.3 (12) 100
V 87.7 12.3 (195) 100 84.8 15.2 (46) 100

T o ta l 86.9 13.1 (657) 100 85.3 14.7 (95) 100
G renada

M ale Fem ale
Employed Unemployed N= Total Employed Unemployed N= Total

I 85.3 14.7 (68) 100 80.3 19.7 (71) 100
II 84.9 15.1 (73) 100 85.5 14.5 (62) 100
III 95.7 4.3 (69) 100 80.0 20.0 (65) 100
IV 94.6 5.4 (93) 100 86.8 13.2 (91) 100
V 90.6 9.4 (191) 100 90.6 9.4 (96) 100

T o ta l 90.5 9.5 494) 100 85.2 14.8 (385) 100
S t K itts  an d  Nevis

M ale Fem ale
Employed Unemployed N= Total Employed Unemployed N= Total

I 100 - (24) 100 87.5 12.5 (40) 100
II 96.2 3.8 (52) 100 93.9 6.1 (49) 100
III 98.0 2.0 (50) 100 96.2 3.8 (52) 100
IV 96.7 3.3 (90) 100 95.9 4.1 (74) 100
V 94.6 5.4 (167) 100 94.8 5.2 (97) 100

T o ta l 96.1 3.9 (383) 100 94.2 5.8 (312) 100
S a in t Lucia

M ale Fem ale
Employed Unemployed N= Total Employed Unemployed N= Total

I 82.7 17.3 (52) 100 71.9 28.1 (32) 100
II 76.8 23.2 (56) 100 84.6 15.4 (26) 100
III 84.9 15.1 (53) 100 92.1 7.9 (38) 100
IV 89.1 10.9 (64) 100 90.9 9.1 (33) 100
V 91.9 8.1 (74) 100 75.0 25.0 (28) 100

T o ta l 85.6 14.4 (299) 100 83.4 16.6 (157) 100
S a in t V incen t an d  th e  G renad in es

M ale Fem ale
Employed Unemployed N= Total Employed Unemployed N= Total

I 88.0 12.0 (25) 100 100 - (14) 100
II 94.4 5.6 (36) 100 85.7 14.3 (14) 100
III 86.4 13.6 (22) 100 87.0 13.0 (23) 100
IV 100 - (51) 100 100 - (19) 100
V 96.4 3.6 (56) 100 96.0 4.0 (25) 100

T o ta l 94.7 5.3 (190) 100 93.7 6.3 (95) 100
Source: Survey of Living C onditions of Belize (1995), G ren ada  (1999), S t K itts an d  Nevis (2001), S a in t Lucia (1995) an d  S ain t
V incent an d  the  G renad ines (1995). Produced w ith  th e  a ss is ta n ce  of th e  C aribbean  D evelopm ent B ank  (CDB). E xecuted  by
KAIRI C o nsu ltan ts  Limited, T rin idad an d  Tobago.
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Table 5.5(a):
Household head’s highest education by sex and quintile (percentages)

Quintile Belize
Nursery/

Kindergarten
Primary Secondary Post Secondary

Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female
I 0.0 3.4 88.6 82.8 4.3 10.3 0.0 0.0
II 3.6 2.9 78.6 77.1 13.1 11.4 0.0 2.9
III 0.0 0.0 84.8 81.3 11.4 15.6 0.0 0.0
IV 0.7 0.0 79.4 79.3 11.3 17.2 6.4 3.4
V 0.0 0.0 54.0 56.1 21.7 25.8 10.1 13.6

Total 0.7 1.0 72.9 71.7 14.2 17.8 4.8 5.8
N= (4) (2) (436) (137) (85) (34) (29) (11)

University Not Stated Total
Male Female Male Female Male Female

I 1.4 0.0 5.7 3.4 100.0 100.0
II 0.0 0.0 4.8 5.7 100.0 100.0
III 1.0 3.1 2.9 0.0 100.0 100.0
IV 0.7 0.0 1.4 0.0 100.0 100.0
V 12.1 4.5 2.0 0.0 100.0 100.0

Total 4.5 2.1 2.8 1.6 100.0 100.0
N= (27) (4) (17) (3) (598) (191)

Source: Survey of Living Conditions of Belize (1995), Grenada (1999), St Kitts and Nevis (2001), Saint Lucia (1995) and 
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines (1995). Produced with the assistance of the Caribbean Development Bank (CDB). 
Executed by KAIRI Consultants Limited, Trinidad and Tobago.

Table 5.5(b):
Household head’s highest education by sex and quintile (percentages)

Quintile Grenada
Nursery/

Kindergarten
Primary Secondary Post Secondary

Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female
I 0.0 0.0 70.0 83.1 14.3 7.0 2.9 1.4
II 0.0 1.4 79.7 76.4 10.1 11.1 1.4 1.4
III 0.0 0.0 79.0 76.9 9.7 15.4 0.0 2.2
IV 0.0 1.0 67.7 78.4 19.4 12.7 2.2 3.9
V 0.5 0.0 67.9 62.7 15.8 23.7 4.6 3.4

Total 0.2 0.4 71.2 74.4 14.7 15.0 2.9 2.6
N= (1) (1) (349) (338) (72) (68) (14) (12)

University Other Not Stated Total
Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female

I 4.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 8.6 8.5 100 100
II 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.4 8.7 8.3 100 100
III 3.2 0.0 1.6 0.0 6.5 5.5 100 100
IV 2.2 1.0 4.3 0.0 4.3 2.9 100 100
V 5.6 1.7 2.6 0.8 3.1 7.6 100 100

Total 3.7 0.7 2.0 0.4 5.3 6.4 100 100
N= (18) (3) (10) (2) (26) (29) (490) (454)

Source: Survey of Living C onditions of Belize (1995), G ren ad a  (1999), S t K itts an d  Nevis (2001), S a in t Lucia (1995) an d
S ain t V incent an d  the  G renad ines (1995). P roduced w ith  th e  a ss is tan ce  of the  C aribbean  D evelopm ent B ank  (CDB).
E xecuted  by KAIRI C o n su ltan ts  Limited, T rin idad an d  Tobago.
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Table 5.5(c):
Household head’s highest education by sex and quintile (percentages)

Quintile St Kitts and Nevis
Primary Secondary Post Secondary

Male Female Male Female Male Female
I 28.6 18.5 35.7 50.0 3.6 0.0
II 27.6 21.7 41.4 50.0 3.4 1.7
III 23.9 25.0 47.8 47.2 0.0 6.9
IV 29.6 24.5 40.0 38.3 4.3 6.4
V 21.4 27.6 45.5 36.6 7.0 9.7

Total 25.1 24.4 43.3 42.5 4.6 6.0
N= (114) (101) (197) (176) (21) (25)

University Other Total
Male Female Male Female Male Female

I 3.6 0.0 28.6 31.5 100.0 100.0
II 1.7 0.0 25.9 26.7 100.0 100.0
III 3.0 0.0 25.4 20.8 100.0 100.0
IV 2.6 5.3 23.5 25.5 100.0 100.0
V 11.2 10.4 15.0 15.7 100.0 100.0

Total 6.2 4.6 20.9 22.5 100.0 100.0
N= (28) (19) (95) (93) (455) (414)

Source: Survey of Living Conditions of Belize (1995), Grenada (1999), St Kitts and Nevis 
(2001), Saint Lucia (1995) and Saint Vincent and the Grenadines (1995). Produced with 
the assistance of the Caribbean Development Bank (CDB). Executed by KAIRI 
Consultants Limited, Trinidad and Tobago.

Table 5.5(d):
Household head’s highest education by sex and quintile (percentages)

Quintile Saint Lucia
Primary Secondary Post Secondary

Male Female Male Female Male Female
I 88.5 97.9 9.6 0.0 0.0 2.1
II 92.6 83.0 5.6 15.1 1.9 0.0
III 81.8 81.8 14.5 7.3 1.8 3.6
IV 74.2 73.8 22.7 16.7 3.0 2.4
V 57.0 60.6 13.9 24.2 6.3 12.1

Total 76.8 81.0 13.7 11.7 2.9 3.5
N= (235) (187) (42) (27) (9) (8)

University Other Total
Male Female Male Female Male Female

I 1.9 0.0 0.0 0.0 100.0 100.0
II 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.9 100.0 100.0
III 1.8 0.0 0.0 7.3 100.0 100.0
IV 0.0 0.0 0.0 7.1 100.0 100.0
V 16.5 3.0 6.3 0.0 100.0 100.0

Total 4.9 0.4 1.6 3.5 100.0 100.0
N= (15) (1) (5) (8) (306) (231)

Source: Survey of Living Conditions of Belize (1995), Grenada (1999), St Kitts and Nevis 
(2001), Saint Lucia (1995) and Saint Vincent and the Grenadines (1995). Produced with 
the assistance of the Caribbean Development Bank (CDB). Executed by KAIRI 
Consultants Limited, Trinidad and Tobago.
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Table 5.5(e):
Household head’s highest education by sex and quintile (percentages)

Quintile Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
Primary Secondary Post Secondary

Male Female Male Female Male Female
I 97.1 97.4 2.9 2.6 0.0 0.0
II 83.0 97.1 14.9 2.9 2.1 0.0
III 84.2 88.1 15.8 9.5 0.0 2.4
IV 87.5 71.4 7.8 26.2 1.6 0.0
V 70.0 59.1 20.0 31.8 5.0 2.3

Total 82.2 81.7 13.3 15.3 2.3 1.0
N= (217) (165) (35) (31) (6) (2)

University Other Total
Male Female Male Female Male Female

I 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 100.0 100.0
II 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 100.0 100.0
III 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 100.0 100.0
IV 3.1 0.0 0.0 2.4 100.0 100.0
V 3.8 4.5 1.3 2.3 100.0 100.0

Total 1.9 1.0 0.4 1.0 100.0 100.0
N= (5) (2) (1) (2) (264) (202)

Source: Survey of Living Conditions of Belize (1995), Grenada (1999), St Kitts and Nevis (2001), 
Saint Lucia (1995) and Saint Vincent and the Grenadines (1995). Produced with the assistance of 
the Caribbean Development Bank (CDB). Executed by KAIRI Consultants Limited, Trinidad and 
Tobago.

Table 5.6 (a)
Distribution o f responses of household heads as to whether they are better off 
______________________________than parents (percentages)______________________________

Belize

Quintile
Better O ff than Parents

Yes No Somewhat Don't Know Total
Males

I 25.3 38.9 25.3 10.5 100.0
II 42.9 37.1 16.2 3.8 100.0
III 40.2 35.2 15.6 9.0 100.0
IV 56.1 21.3 16.1 6.5 100.0
V 62.3 23.0 10.3 4.4 100.0

Total 48.8 29.2 15.6 6.5 100.0
N= (332) (199) (106) (44) (426)

Females
I 26.3 47.4 18.4 7.9 100.0
II 35.9 41.0 12.8 10.3 100.0
III 50.0 40.6 6.3 3.1 100.0
IV 37.5 40.6 18.8 3.1 100.0
V 50.0 27.8 9.7 12.5 100.0

Total 41.3 37.6 12.7 8.5 100.0
N= (88) (80) (27) (18) (405)

Source: Survey of Living C onditions of Belize (1995), G ren ad a  (1999), S t K itts an d  Nevis (2001), S a in t Lucia (1995) and
S ain t V incent an d  th e  G renad ines (1995). P roduced w ith  th e  a ss is ta n ce  of th e  C aribbean  D evelopm ent B ank  (CDB).
E xecuted  by KAIRI C o n su ltan ts  Limited, T rin idad an d  Tobago
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Table 5.6(b)
Distribution o f responses of household heads as to whether they are better off 
______________________________than parents (percentages)______________________________

Grenada

Quintile
Better O ff than Parents

Yes No Somewhat Don't Know Total
Males

I 21.1 32.4 19.7 26.8 100.0
II 42.4 27.1 18.8 11.8 100.0
III 46.7 24.4 14.4 14.4 100.0
IV 44.1 24.4 20.5 11.0 100.0
V 54.7 22.1 12.2 11.0 100.0

Total 44.8 25.1 16.4 13.7 100.0
N= (248) (139) (91) (76) (426)

Females
I 36.0 26.7 20.9 16.3 100.0
II 35.2 25.0 23.9 15.9 100.0
III 46.2 20.4 10.8 22.6 100.0
IV 41.9 14.5 26.5 17.1 100.0
V 47.8 27.5 15.9 8.7 100.0

Total 42.1 22.8 19.5 15.5 100.0
N= (220) (119) (102) (81) (405)

Source: Survey of Living Conditions of Belize (1995), Grenada (1999), St Kitts and Nevis (2001), Saint Lucia (1995) and 
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines (1995). Produced with the assistance of the Caribbean Development Bank (CDB). 
Executed by KAIRI Consultants Limited, Trinidad and Tobago

Table 5.6 (c)
Distribution o f responses of household heads as to whether they are better off 
______________________________than parents (percentages)______________________________

St Kitts and Nevis

Quintile Better O ff than Parents
Yes No Somewhat Don't Know Total

Males
I 57.7 7.7 7.7 26.9 100.0
II 46.3 20.4 16.7 16.7 100.0
III 46.8 25.8 9.7 17.7 100.0
IV 39.4 25.7 16.5 18.3 100.0
V 53.1 22.3 10.9 13.7 100.0

Total 48.1 22.5 12.7 16.7 100.0
N= (205) (96) (54) (71) (426)

Females
I 29.4 43.1 15.7 11.8 100.0
II 37.9 27.6 19.0 15.5 100.0
III 48.6 20.8 12.5 18.1 100.0
IV 48.0 17.3 15.3 19.4 100.0
V 47.6 19.8 19.0 13.5 100.0

Total 44.2 23.5 16.5 15.8 100.0
N= (179) (95) (67) (64) (405)

Source: Survey of Living C onditions of Belize (1995), G ren ad a  (1999), S t K itts an d  Nevis (2001), S a in t Lucia (1995) and
S ain t V incent an d  th e  G renad ines (1995). P roduced w ith  th e  a ss is ta n ce  of th e  C aribbean  D evelopm ent B ank  (CDB).
E xecuted  by KAIRI C o n su ltan ts  Limited, T rin idad an d  Tobago
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Table 5.6 (d)
Distribution o f responses of household heads as to whether they are better off 
______________________________than parents (percentages)______________________________

Saint Lucia

Quintile
Better O ff than Parents

Yes No Somewhat Don't Know Total
Males

I 33.9 19.6 14.3 32.1 100.0
II 48.2 12.5 23.2 16.1 100.0
III 56.1 24.6 7.0 12.3 100.0
IV 50.0 16.2 19.1 14.7 100.0
V 65.0 10.0 16.3 8.8 100.0

Total 51.7 16.1 16.1 16.1 100.0
N= (164) (51) (51) (51) (426)

Females
I 31.5 31.5 24.1 13.0 100.0
II 46.7 25.0 13.3 15.0 100.0
III 57.6 15.3 10.2 16.9 100.0
IV 57.8 6.7 20.0 15.6 100.0
V 54.5 9.1 24.2 12.1 100.0

Total 49.0 18.7 17.5 14.7 100.0
N= (123) (47) (44) (37) (405)

Source: Survey of Living Conditions of Belize (1995), Grenada (1999), St Kitts and Nevis (2001), Saint Lucia (1995) and 
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines (1995). Produced with the assistance of the Caribbean Development Bank (CDB). 
Executed by KAIRI Consultants Limited, Trinidad and Tobago

Table 5.6 (e)
Distribution o f responses of household heads as to whether they are better off 
______________________________than parents (percentages)______________________________

Saint Vincent and the Grenadines

Quintile
Better O ff than Parents

Yes No Somewhat Don't Know Total
Males

I 20.0 42.9 22.9 14.3 100.0
II 27.1 35.4 16.7 20.8 100.0
III 36.8 31.6 13.2 18.4 100.0
IV 40.0 32.3 9.2 18.5 100.0
V 35.0 25.0 17.5 22.5 100.0

Total 33.1 32.0 15.4 19.5 100.0
N= (88) (85) (41) (52) (266)

Females
I 28.9 52.6 7.9 10.5 100.0
II 34.3 31.4 20.0 14.3 100.0
III 34.9 25.6 30.2 9.3 100.0
IV 42.9 38.1 14.3 4.8 100.0
V 46.5 30.2 16.3 7.0 100.0

Total 37.8 35.3 17.9 9.0 100.0
N= (76) (71) (36) (18) (201)

Source: Survey of Living C onditions of Belize (1995), G ren ad a  (1999), S t K itts an d  Nevis (2001), S a in t Lucia (1995) an d
S ain t V incent an d  the  G renad ines (1995). P roduced w ith  th e  a ss is tan ce  of the  C aribbean  D evelopm ent B ank  (CDB).
E xecuted  by KAIRI C o n su ltan ts  Limited, T rin idad an d  Tobago
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SECTION II - DESCRIPTION 
AND SOCIAL POLICY 

GUIDELINES



1.1 Percentage d istribu tion  of population  by age

Percentage d istribu tion  of the  population  by age for the  five coun tries is 
illu stra ted  by Figures 1.1 (a), (b), (c), (d) and  (e). W orthy of note is the  high 
proportion of the  population  in the  first four age cohorts, (0-4, 5-9, 10-14 and  
15-19), for the  five selected countries, pointing to a  still youthfu l population 
stru c tu re .

Figure 1.1(a) Distribution o f age groups
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Part 1 -  Population structure

Figure 1.1(b) Distribution o f age groups
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Figure 1.1(e) Distribution of age groups
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Of the five coun tries u n d e r review, Belize displays the h ighest proportion 
of persons in the  four age cohorts u n d e r consideration , 56.1 per cent, while St. 
Kitts and  Nevis h a s  the  lowest proportion of persons in these  four age groups,
41.7 per cent. Com pared to the  o ther countries, Belize also h a s  the  h ighest 
proportion of its population, 15.2 per cent, in the  0-4 age group, pointing to 
possibly the  h ighest fertility ra te  am ong the selected countries, while G renada 
h a s  the  lowest proportion of persons in th is  age group, possibly pointing to a  
low fertility rate.

In the  5-14 age group, in every in stance  there  is a  h igher proportion of 
boys th a n  girls.

Of significance is the  high proportion of persons in the  65+ age group in 
G renada, 16.3 per cen t in com parison to th a t of Belize, w hich s ta n d s  a t 4.8 per 
cent. This m ay speak  to the  differences in life expectancy betw een the  two 
countries. Among the older old, 75-80+, in every coun try  u n d e r consideration  
there  is a  h igher proportion of 
wom en th a n  m en.

The appearance  of 
enlarged or flattened tops of 
the  population  pyram ids in the 
above illu stra tions suggests a  
burgeoning older population  in 
the  E aste rn  C aribbean. This 
issue  is fu rth er d iscussed  in
1.2 on elderly dependency 
ratios.

Box 1.1 Social policy issues -  Population structure

Each age cohort has a particular significance for policy concerns. The 
0-4-age cohort, for example, is the most care-intensive years, along 
with the old, 65+ and the older elderly 75+. School places are of 
concern for the 5-14 age group and employment creation is of 
particular concern for the 15-19 and 20-24 age groups in the 
Caribbean.

The longevity of women portrayed in the graphs raise social policy 
issues of safety, care and housing for those women who may live in 
single person households.
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1.2 D ependency ratio

Figure 1.2 depicts the  population  s tru c tu re  for the  five coun tries for 
th ree  age groups. The dependency ra te  identifies the  proportion of the 
dependen t population , a s  a  ratio  of the  productive p a rt of the  population. The 
dependen t g roups have been identified a s  the  0-14 and  65+ age groups, while 
the  productive group is defined a s  the  15 -  64 age groups.

Figure 1.2 Dependency ratios for five countries -  Belize, St Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia 
and Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
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The elderly dependency ratios for the  five coun tries u n d e r review suggest 
th a t they lie m idway betw een the  average elderly dependency ratio, for the 
period 1998, for developed countries, w hich is 30.7 per cent, and  for developing 
countries, w hich is 12.7 per cent. Least developed coun tries have an  average of
9.2 per cen t.3

The process of population  ageing m ay be dependen t on various factors, 
key am ong them  being fertility reduction  and  reduction  in m ortality. Of 
significance, in Figure 1.2, is the  relatively high elderly ratio  for G renada and  
St. Kitts and  Nevis (19 per cent), in com parison to th a t of Belize (9.6 per cent). 
The elderly dependency ratio  of St. Kitts and  Nevis m ay be a ttrib u tab le  to the 
high levels of re tu rn  m igration to th a t coun try  and  is a p p aren t in the  high

3 World Population Prospects: The 1998 Revision Volume III: Analytical Report. Table V23. United 
Nations, New York 2000
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proportion of aged in its population  s tru c tu re . The elderly dependency ratio  of
31.8 per cen t in G renada requires fu rth er investigation to explain th is  
phenom enon.

Figure 1.2 suggests an  overall high you th  dependency ratio  th a t is 
h ighest in Belize, 89.9 per cent, and  lowest in St. K itts and  Nevis, 53.9 per 
cent. Sain t Lucia, G renada and  Sain t V incent and  the G renadines show ratios 
th a t vary from 58.4 per cent, 62.1 per cen t to 62.9 per cent, respectively. 
Com parative da ta , for 1998, for the  m ore developed regions of the  world, the 
less developed and  the  least developed is 18.8 per cent, 33.3 per cen t and  42.6 
per cen t respectively.4 This com parison po in ts to the  relatively high youth  
dependency ratio  of the  selected coun tries of the  C aribbean.

The to tal dependency ratio 
is h ighest in Belize and  G renada,
99.5 per cen t and  94.8 per cent, 
respectively, and  the  rem aining 
th ree  countries, St. K itts and  
Nevis, Sain t Lucia and  Sain t 
V incent and  the  G renadines 
evidence to tal dependency ratios 
of 72.8 per cent, 71 per cen t and
74.1 per cent, respectively. It is 
in teresting  to note th a t the 
average overall dependency ratio 
for the  C aribbean for 1998 w as 
coun tries u n d e r consideration  have

Figure 1.3 Dependency ratios by quintile -  Five selected countries

4 ibid. Table .V21
5 ibid. Table V.23

--------------------------------------------------------------
Box 1.2 Social policy issues - Dependency ratios

The social policy issues regarding dependency ratios arise out of 
the need to address:

•  the reduction of the burden of care to the productive 
age group in a society, deriving either from the young or 
the old;

•  creating employment opportunities for the adolescent or 
the adult population; and

•  planning for the social security benefits for the ageing 
population.

66.1 per cen t,5 suggesting th a t the  five 
high levels of overall dependency.
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1.3 D ependency by quintile

Figure 1.3 portrays the overall dependency ra te s  for each coun try  by the 
five econom ic quin tiles into w hich the population  h a s  been divided. Q uintile I 
rep resen ts  the  poorest fifth of the  population  and  Quintile V rep resen ts  the 
w ealth iest fifth. The d a ta  po in ts to increasing  dependency ra te s  from the 
w ealth iest quin tiles to the  poorest in all countries, except G renada, w here 
Q uintiles II and  III, po ssess h igher dependency ra te s  th a n  Quintile I.

Differences in the  dependency ra te s  betw een the  first and  fifth quintile 
speak  to differences in the  econom ic and  social b u rden  w hich the poorest and  
w ealth iest persons in the  population  possess. The social policy issu es  regarding 
dependency ra te s  by quintile would speak  to issu es  w hich en su re  th a t social 
safety n e ts  pro tect the  poorest. A s ta rk  difference in the  dependency ra te s  
betw een Quintile I and  V for Belize, St. Kitts and  Nevis and  Sain t Lucia is 
noticeable. A lthough differences exist betw een the  first and  fifth quintile in 
Sain t V incent and  the  G renadines, the  d a ta  suggest th a t the  differences are  not 
significantly sharp .

1.4 Age s tru c tu re  by quintile

Table 1.4 p resen ts  the  age s tru c tu re  of the  five coun tries grouped in the 
th ree  cohorts identified a s  you th  0-14, w orking population  15-64 and  elderly 
65+ by the  five quintiles, w here quintile one refers to the  poorest fifth of the 
population  and  quintile five the  w ealth iest fifth. The table p resen ts  the  abso lu te  
n u m b ers  and  the  percentages.

Of significance is the  fact th a t in all coun tries the  h ighest proportion of 
the  you th  is g rea test in quintile one w hich usua lly  h a s  the  least capacity  to 
m anage the  b u rden  and  the  lowest proportion of the  you th  can  be found in 
quintile 5. The differential is g rea test in St. Kitts and  Nevis w here quintile one 
con ta ins 48.4 per cen t of the  you th  aged 0-14, w hereas only 9.6 per cen t of 
th a t age group are con tained  in Q uintile V.

The case of St. Kitts and  Nevis 
illu stra tes  dram atically  the  point th a t 
longevity is often associated  w ith the 
w ealthy. This is no t u n u su a l a s  d a ta  from 
the developed regions of the  world point 
to those coun tries having higher older 
person  dependency ratios suggesting a  
h igher proportion of older persons in the  population  stru c tu re .

Box 1.3 Social policy issues - Age structure and 
dependency rates

The social policy issues regarding age structure and 
dependency rates by quintile are similar to those for 
dependency rates by quintile discussed above.
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Table 1.4
Age structure (youth, working and elderly population) by quintile (percentages)

Quintiles
Belize

0-14 15-64 65+ Total
I 54.6 41.3 4.1 100
II 50.9 45.4 3.7 100
III 48.8 47.9 3.4 100
IV 42.5 52.0 5.4 100
V 28.5 63.9 7.5 100

Total 45.1 50.1 4.8 100
N= (1942) (2160) (206) (4310)

Grenada
0-14 15-64 65+ Total

I 33.7 50.7 15.5 100
II 34.4 48.5 17.1 100
III 34.1 49.4 16.5 100
IV 31.3 52.6 16.1 100
V 28.0 55.5 16.5 100

Total 32.3 51.3 16.4 100
N= (1312) (2085) (664) (4061)

St. Kitts and Nevis
0-14 15-64 65+ Total

I 48.4 47.5 4.2 100
II 39.9 54.0 6.2 100
III 30.6 59.1 10.3 100
IV 22.1 59.6 18.3 100
V 9.6 69.1 15.9 100

Total 31.2 57.9 11.0 100
N= (861) (1598) (303) (2762)

Saint Lucia
0-14 15-64 65+ Total

I 44.5 49.8 5.6 100
II 34.3 56.5 9.2 100
III 34.8 58.9 6.3 100
IV 25.3 67.3 7.4 100
V 23.1 67.8 9.2 100

Total 34.2 58.5 7.4 100
N= (794) (1359) (171) (2324)

Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
0-14 15-64 65+ Total

I 43.4 50.8 5.8 100
II 40.4 53.0 6.6 100
III 37.4 54.5 8.1 100
IV 30.3 63.6 6.1 100
V 29.5 65.4 7.8 100

Total 36.0 57.2 6.8 100
N= (717) (1138) (136) (1981)

Source: Survey of Living C onditions of Belize (1995), G ren ad a  (1999), S t K itts an d  Nevis (2001), S a in t Lucia (1995) an d
S ain t V incent an d  the  G ren ad ines (1995). P roduced w ith  th e  a ss is tan ce  of the  C aribbean  D evelopm ent B ank  (CDB).
E xecuted  by KAIRI C o n su ltan ts  Limited, T rin idad an d  Tobago.
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Figures 2.1 (a), (b) and  (c) rep resen t the  age a t w hich wom en had  their 
first child by quintile for the  five coun tries u n d e r review. Quintile I refers to 
the  poorest fifth of the  population, while Quintile V refers to the  w ealth iest 
fifth. The ages are  grouped into six cohorts, 10-14, 15-19, 20-24, 25-29, 3 0 ­
34, and  35-39. The age grouping p resen ted  by no m eans ex h au sts  the  entire 
reproductive age group in a  population, b u t rep resen ts  the  fact th a t no wom en 
in the  sam ple p resen ted  a  first b irth  beyond 39 years of age.

Figure 2.1(a) Age at first birth by quintile (10-14)

Part 2 -  Fertility patterns

2.1 Age at first birth by quintile
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Figure 2.1(b) Age at first birth by quintile (15-19)
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Figure 2.1(c) Age at first birth by quintile (20-24)

3 5 .0

3 0 .0

a, 2 5 .0
o>ro
c  2 0 .00)o

1 5 .00.

1 0 .0  

5 .0  

0 .0

B e liz e G re n a d a S t.  K itts  a n d  

N e v is

Country

S t.  L u c ia S t.  V in c e n t  a n d  

th e  G r e n a d in e s

□  I

□  V

Figures 2.1 (a), (b) and  (c) illu stra te  th a t in every in stance, of the  persons 
who identified the ir age a t first b irth  a s  being ages 10-19, the  largest 
proportion could be found in the  lowest quintile, while the  lowest proportion 
were in the  h ighest quintile. In som e in stances, su ch  a s  in the  case of Belize, 
the  proportion of persons in the  poorest fifth of the  coun try  is m ore th a n  three 
tim es th a t of those in the  w ealth iest fifth who had  the ir first b irth  betw een the 
ages of 10-14. In G renada it is a lm ost four tim es a s  high.

Among the  20-24 year olds, there  is a  noticeable shift in w hich persons 
who had  the ir first b irth  could be found in the  w ealth iest quintile a s  opposed to 
the  poorest. Only in Sain t Lucia in the  20-24 age g roups does the  trend  persist 
th a t the  largest proportion of those who had  the ir first b irth  in th is  age group 
w as in the  poorest quintile.

A lthough there  h a s  been an  overall decline in fertility ra te s  associated  
w ith contraceptive u se  in the  subregion, the  decline in adolescent fertility ra te s  
is cu rren tly  slower th a n  the  decline in ra te s  for o ther age groups.

Early and  repeated  child bearing  influences a  w om an’s health  and  often 
keeps the  m others from obtaining sufficient education  and  tra in ing  to secure  a  
fu tu re  for them selves and  the ir children. Early childbearing also in terferes w ith 
em ploym ent opportun ity  by, firstly, reducing  the  level of education  th a t a  
young m other can  a tta in  and , then , by in te rrup ting  the ir em ploym ent th rough  
childbearing and  rearing  activities.
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 ;-------------------------------------------------------------
Box 2.1 Social policy issues -  Age at first birth by quintile

Social policy issues regarding age at first birth by quintile, speak to:

•  creation of educational opportunities for young mothers;
•  contraceptive availability and use for adolescent boys and girls;
•  family life education for young boys and girls;
•  reducing health risks of HIV/AIDS and other sexually transmitted diseases; and
•  improved pre and post natal services for adolescents
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Table 2.2
Distribution of children who died before attaining the age of one year by quintile (percentages)

No. o f c h ild ren  w ho d ied Belize
I II III IV V

None 88.2 82.1 92.0 88.1 93.4
One 8.4 9.8 7.2 8.7 5.3
Two 2.5 5.7 - 2.4 1.3
T hree 0.8 1.6 0.8 - -
Four - 0.8 - 0.8 -
Five or m ore - - - - -
T o ta l 100 100 100 100 100
N= (119) (123) (125) (126) (152)

G renada
I II III IV V

None 93.0 86.5 87.2 92.2 95.7
One 14.3 31.0 28.6 19.0 3.3
Two - 1.0 1.8 1.6 -
T hree - - - - -
Four - - - - 1.1
Five or m ore 1.0 - - - -
T o ta l 100 100 100 100 100
N= (100) (104) (109) (129) (92)

S t. K itts  an d  Nevis
I II III IV V

None 82.8 84.4 89.3 86.8 90.1
One 7.5 12.5 9.7 12.1 7.0
Two 9.7 1.0 - 1.1 -
T hree - 1.0 1.0 - 2.8
Four - 1.0 - - -
Five or m ore - - - - -
T o ta l 100 100 100 100 100
N= (93) (96) (103) (91) (71)

S a in t Lucia
I II III IV V

None 81.0 84.3 83.9 80.4 89.1
One 13.3 12.9 14.5 13.7 10.9
Two 4.8 1.4 1.6 3.9 -
T hree 1.0 - - 2.0 --
Four - - - - -
Five or m ore - 1.4 - - -
T o ta l 100 100 100 100 100
N= (105) (70) (62) (51) (46)

S a in t V incen t an d  th e  G renad in es
I II III IV V

None 87.5 82.4 82.8 70.8 77.6
One 8.8 15.3 11.5 24.7 17.1
Two 2.5 2.4 5.7 2.2 2.6
T hree - - - 1.1 -
Four 1.3 - - 1.1 -
Five or m ore - - - - 2.6
T o ta l 100 100 100 100 100
N= (80) (85) (87) (89) (76)
Source: Survey of Living C onditions of Belize (1995), G ren ad a  (1999), S t K itts an d  Nevis (2001), S a in t Lucia (1995) an d
S ain t V incent an d  the  G ren ad ines (1995). P roduced w ith  th e  a ss is tan ce  of the  C aribbean  D evelopm ent B ank  (CDB).
E xecuted  by KAIRI C o n su ltan ts  Limited, T rin idad an d  Tobago.
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Table 2.3
Distribution of children who died after attaining the age of one year by quintile (percentages)

No. o f c h ild ren  w ho d ied Belize
I II III IV V

None 88.2 82.1 92.0 88.1 93.4
One 8.4 9.8 7.2 8.7 5.3
Two 2.5 5.7 - 2.4 1.3
T hree 0.8 1.6 0.8 - -
Four - 0.8 - 0.8 -
Five or m ore - - - - -
T o ta l 100 100 100 100 100
N= (119) (122) (125) (125) (152)

G renada
I II III IV V

None 95.0 93.3 92.7 98.4 100
One 4.0 1.9 7.3 0.8 -
Two 1.0 1.9 - 0.8 -
T hree - - 1.9 - -
Four - - - - -
Five or m ore - 1.0 - - -
T o ta l 100 100 100 100 100
N= (100) (104) (109) (129) (92)

S t. K itts  an d  Nevis
I II III IV V

None 92.5 94.8 95.1 96.7 94.4
One 5.4 5.2 4.9 2.2 2.8
Two 1.1 - - 1.1 2.8
T hree 1.1 - - - -
Four - - - - -
Five or m ore - - - - -
T o ta l 100 100 100 100 100
N= (93) (96) (103) (91) (71)

S a in t Lucia
I II III IV V

None 85.7 86.2 96.0 84.6 88.4
One 11.0 6.9 4.0 12.8 11.6
Two 3.3 3.4 - 2.6 -
T hree - 1.7 - - -
Four - 1.7 - - -
Five or m ore - - - - -
T o ta l 100 100 100 100 100
N= (91) (58) (50) (39) (43)

S a in t V incen t an d  th e  G renad in es
I II III IV V

None 90.0 95.3 95.4 91.0 92.1
One 7.5 3.5 2.3 6.7 7.9
Two 2.5 - 2.3 - -
T hree - - - 2.2 -
Four - 1.2 - - -
Five or m ore - - - - -
T o ta l 100 100 100 100 100
N= (80) (85) (87) (89) (76)
Source: Survey of Living C onditions of Belize (1995), G ren ad a  (1999), S t K itts an d  Nevis (2001), S a in t Lucia (1995) an d
S ain t V incent an d  the  G ren ad ines (1995). P roduced w ith  th e  a ss is tan ce  of the  C aribbean  D evelopm ent B ank  (CDB).
E xecuted  by KAIRI C o n su ltan ts  Limited, T rin idad an d  Tobago.
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2.2 N um ber of children who died before one year old by quintile and  2.3 
N um ber of children who died after one year by quintile

Table 2.2 p resen ts  d a ta  by quintile, on children who died before reaching  
one year old, while Table 2.3 p resen ts  d a ta  on those children who died after the 
age of one. It is im portan t to note th a t for both  the  w ealth iest and  the  poorest 
categories, the  d a ta  suggest th a t large proportions of wom en reported  th a t no 
children had  died before the  age of one or after. This is a s  expected, a s  infant 
m ortality  ra te s  in the  C aribbean are generally low.

However am ong those who reported the  d ea th s  of children, d a ta  for 
Belize, revealed th a t 25 per cen t in the  poorest quintile had  up  to three 
children who had  died before one year old, while in the  w ealth iest quintile 16.0 
per cen t had  reported  one child who had  died. For G renada, 14.3 per cen t of 
the  population  in the  poorest quintile had  reported  one child who died, while 
the  w ealth iest quintile had  reported only 7.1 per cent. In St. Kitts and  Nevis the 
proportion of those who had  one child who died before one year old, w as the 
sam e in quintile one and  quintile five. However the  poorest were nine tim es 
m ore likely to have two children who died th a n  the w ealth iest. For Sain t Lucia, 
wom en in the  poorest quintile were five tim es m ore likely to have had  two 
children who died before the  age of one. For Sain t V incent and  the  G renadines, 
the  likelihood of having two children who had  died before one year of age w as 
not m uch  different betw een the  w ealth iest and  the  poorest.

For those who reported  d ea th s  after one year old, for Belize 0.8 per cent 
of the  poorest had  th ree  children who died after one year, w hereas the 
w ealth iest had  none. For the  w ealth iest the  largest proportion, 5.3 per cen t had  
one child who died after year one, while the  poorest reported 8.4 per cent. For 
G renada there  were no reported  d ea th s  in children after year one am ong the 
w ealth iest, while am ong the  poorest, 4.0 per cen t reported  one and  1.0 per 
cent, two. For St. Kitts and  Nevis, 5.4 per cen t of the  poorest com pared to 2.8 
per cen t of the  w ealth iest were am ong those who reported  one child. Among 
the  poorest, 1.1 per cen t reported  three, while none were reported  am ong the 
w ealthiest. For Sain t Lucia there  w as very little difference betw een the 
w ealth iest and  the  poorest who reported  the  death  of one child after year one,
11.0 per cen t and  11.4 per cent, respectively. B ut am ong those who reported 
th ree  death s, 3.3 per cen t of the  poorest reported  such , while there  were none 
am ong the w ealthiest. For Sain t V incent and  the G renadines, the  poorest were 
twice a s  likely to have two children who died, th a n  the w ealth iest, b u t there 
w as very little difference betw een the  poorest and  the  w ealth iest reporting one 
child th a t had  died.

From  the d a ta  p resen ted  in the  two tab les a  n u m b er of tendencies abou t 
child m ortality  can  be observed. The d a ta  suggest th a t there  is a  g rea ter chance 
of child survival in the  w ealth iest quintile th a n  in the  poorest, e ither before one 
year or after. They also suggest th a t child m ortality  is g rea ter before one year
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b u t lower after one year 
generally; and  th a t after one 
year old, proportionally there  is 
little difference in the  death  of 
one child betw een the  richest 
and  the  poorest.

-----------------------------------------------------------------
Box 2.2 Social policy issues -  Health care of m other and child

Social policy issues arising from the data speak to:
•  ante and post natal health care;
•  nutrition of mother and child;
•  health of mother;
•  clean water; and
•  sanitation

Part 3 -  Education

3.1 A ttend school by quintile and  ages

Figures 3.1(a) and  3.1(b) rep resen t the  proportion of young persons 
betw een ages of 5-14 and  15-19, respectively, who a tten d  school in the  five 
coun tries considered, by quintiles.

Figure 3.1(a): Individuals who do not attend school by quintile - Ages 5-14
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In the  C aribbean  it is expected th a t all young persons betw een the  ages 
of 5-14 would be a t school regard less of the  incom e s ta tu s  of the ir family. The 
d a ta  for the  5-14 age group conform s w ith th a t p a tte rn  in th a t in all in stances, 
w ith the exception of Belize, a t least 95 per cen t of the  children in th is  age 
group were in school.

For those children who were not in school, in all in stan ces the  largest 
proportion could be found in the  poorest quintile, except in St. Kitts and  Nevis 
w here a  very sm all percentage, 1.3 per cen t in quintile IV, indicated th a t they 
did not a tten d  school. D ata  for St. Kitts and  Nevis, w hich h a s  free prim ary  and
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secondary  education , p resen t a  different p ictu re  from th a t of o ther coun tries 
considered (See Figure 3.1).

In Belize, 13.6 per cen t of young persons aged 5-14 in the  poorest 
quintile did no t a tten d  school while only 5 per cen t of quintile five, the 
w ealth iest fifth of the  country , were ou t of school. Sain t Lucia p resen ted  the 
next h ighest proportion of 5.2 per cen t of the  poorest being ou t of school, 
followed by Sain t V incent and  the G renad ines 4.6 per cen t and  G renada  4.3 
per cent. In G renada, St Kitts and  Nevis and  Sain t Lucia 100 per cen t of the 
w ealth iest reported  to be in school, while the  sam e w as tru e  for 97.7 per cent 
for Sain t V incent and  the  G renadines.

In the  15-19 age group, the  p a tte rn  for school a ttendance  in the  poorest 
quintile only reaches m ore th a n  50 per cen t in two countries, G renada 59.6 per 
cen t and  St. Kitts and  Nevis 57.3 per cent. In Sain t Lucia and  Sain t V incent 
and  the  G renadines, it is 38.5 per cen t and  35.4 per cent, respectively.

Figure 3.1(b) Individuals who do not attend school by quintile - Ages-15-19
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Belize’s a ttendance , in quintile one, is 19.4 per cen t com pared to 58.0 
per cen t in quintile five (See figure 3.1(b)). The difference in p roportions of 
those in a ttendance  betw een the  poorest and  the  w ealth iest quintile is very 
s ta rk  in every instance, except Sain t V incent and  the  G renadines, w here 
a ttendance  levels are  low overall and  w here in St Kitts and  Nevis overall 
a ttendance  is high.
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Box 3.1 Social policy issues -  School attendance

Social policy makers would want to consider policies and programmes targeted to the 5-14 age group, which support 
increased school attendance, such as:

•  School meals;
•  Book grants;
•  Transportation subsidies;
•  Uniform subsidies;
•  The social policy issues arising out of an examination of the data suggest the need for increased participation of 

all students in the education system, but particularly increasing participation of those students from the poorest 
quintile; and

•  In light of the region's concerns with Human Resource Development and development of human capital 
associated with increased competitiveness and economic development, keeping children longer in the education 
system becomes important.

3.2 D istribution of textbooks by quintile -  Ages 5-19

Figure 3.2 illu stra tes  the  d istribu tion  of textbooks by quintile for the  ages 
5-19, rep resen ting  the  school age population  in the  coun tries u n d er 
consideration. The charac teristics of textbook d istribu tion  th a t are m easu red  
are, if the  s tu d e n t h a s  exclusive use  of h is or he r textbook; sh a res  textbooks 
w ith o thers; h a s  som e textbooks; or h a s  none.

Figure 3.2 Distribution o f textbooks by quintile -  Ages 5-19
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The d a ta  indicate th a t the  proportion of s tu d e n ts  in the  w ealth iest 
quintile (Quintile V) who have exclusive use  of the ir textbooks is significantly 
larger th a n  those from the poorest quintile (Quintile I). For exam ple the  d a ta  for 
Belize ind icates th a t 97.2 per cen t of the  children in the  w ealth iest quintile 
have schoolbooks for the ir exclusive use  while only 61.0 per cen t of the 
children in the  poorest quintile have books for the ir exclusive use. For 
coun tries like Sain t Lucia and  Sain t V incent and  the  G renadines, the 
proportion of the  w ealth iest s tu d e n ts  who have exclusive use  of the ir books is 
a lm ost twice a s  large a s  the  s tu d e n ts  in the  poorest quintile. Only in St. Kitts 
and  Nevis is there  a  narrow er gap betw een the  w ealth iest quintile and  the 
poorest w hich m ay be a ttrib u tab le  to the  school books program m e th a t m akes 
books available to s tu d e n ts  in need.

In general, the  proportion of 
children in the  five selected coun tries 
w ithout books is relatively sm all.
However, those who have no books in 
the  poorest quintile, is a s  expected, 
m uch  larger th a n  the  proportion of children in the  w ealth iest quintiles. The 
h ighest proportion can  be found in Sain t V incent and  the  G renadines.

Box 3.2 Social policy issues -  School books

The issues in social policy, which the data suggest, are 
those which make books available to the poorest.

3.3 Type of school by quintile -  Ages 15-19

Table 3.3 p resen ts  d a ta  on the  type of school a ttended  by quintile for 
ages 15-19. In the  case of G renada and  St. Kitts and  Nevis a  larger proportion 
of persons from Quintile I a tten d  governm ent secondary  school th a n  Q uintile V. 
For Sain t Lucia and  Sain t V incent and  the  G renadines the  converse is tru e  a s  a  
larger proportion of persons from the richest quintile a tten d  governm ent 
secondary  school th a n  the poorest, a lthough  the  figures for the  poorest are still 
high.

For Belize, there  is not m uch  difference betw een the  richest and  the 
poorest in a tten d an ce  a t governm ent secondary  schools. Private secondary 
a ttendance , a lthough  no t a s  high a s  a ttendance  a t governm ent secondary, is 
significant, not only for Belize b u t Sain t V incent and  the  G renadines a s  well, 
bo th  for the  poorest and  w ealthiest.

The w ealth iest in St. Kitts and  
Nevis, are  15 tim es m ore likely th an  
the  poorest to a tten d  tertia ry  level 
in stitu tions.

--------------------------------------------------------
Box 3.3 Social policy issues -  Tertiary level education

Policies which address facilitation of the poorest access to 
tertiary level education are central to the governments' 
stated aims of transforming the economic base of the 
countries into knowledge based economies.
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Table 3.3
Type of school by quintile -  Ages 15-19 (percentages)

Type o f  School Belize
I II III IV V

Private Prim ary 5.6 - 6.9 - -
Govt. Prim ary 16.7 12 6.9 5.3 5.2
Private Secondary 22.2 12 31 15.8 20.7
Governm ent Secondary 55.6 68 55.2 63.2 51.7
Trade/Voc/Com m unity
Technical - - - 5.3 3.4
Tertiary - 4 - 10.5 17.5
University 4 - - 1.7
Other -
Total 100 100 100 100 100

Grenada
I II III IV V

Private Prim ary - - - - -
Govt. Prim ary 5.2 25.8 13.8 10 9.1
Private Secondary 3.4 4.8 3.4 2 9.1
Governm ent Secondary 70.7 48.4 56.9 78 58.2
Trade/Voc/Com m unity - 4.8 3.4 - 1.8
Technical 8.6 3.2 10.3 - 3.6
Tertiary 10.4 8 10.3 10 14.5
University 1.6 1.8
Other 1.7 3.2 1.7 - 1.8
Total 100 100 100 100 100

St. K itts and N evis
I II III IV V

Private Prim ary - - - - -
Govt. Prim ary - - - - -
Private Secondary - 2.4 - 3.6 -
Governm ent Secondary 81.4 68.3 69.7 60.7 56.5
Trade/Voc/Com m unity - 2.4 6.1 3.6 8.7
Technical 11.6 9.8 9.1 14.3 4.3
Tertiary 2.3 17.1 15.1 17.9 30.4
University 2.3 - - - -
Other 2.3 - -- - -
Total 100 100 100 100 100

Source: Survey of Living C onditions of Belize (1995), G ren ad a  (1999), S t K itts an d  Nevis (2001), S a in t Lucia (1995) an d
S ain t V incent an d  the  G ren ad ines (1995). P roduced w ith  th e  a ss is tan ce  of the  C aribbean  D evelopm ent B ank  (CDB).
E xecuted  by KAIRI C o n su ltan ts  Limited, T rin idad an d  Tobago.
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Table 3.3 (continued)
Type o f school by quintile -  Ages 15-19 (percentages)

Saint Lucia
I II III IV V

Private Prim ary - - - - -
Govt. Prim ary 13.3 8.8 5.6 14.3 -
Private Secondary 6.7 8.8 5.6 21.4 -
Governm ent Secondary 63.3 76.5 80.6 57.1 88.9
Trade/Voc/Com m unity 10 - - - -
Technical 3.3 2.9 2.8 - -
University 3.3 2.9 5.6 3.6 11.1
Other 3.6
Total 100 100 100 100 100

Saint V incent and the Grenad nes
I II III IV V

Private Prim ary - - - - -
Govt. Prim ary 5.9 6.7 9.1 18.2 5.9
Private Secondary 23.5 6.7 22.7 22.7 11.8
Governm ent Secondary 64.7 73.3 63.6 50 76.5
Trade/Voc/Com m unity - 6.7 4.5
Technical - - - 4.5 -
Tertiary 5.9 - - - 5.9
University
Other 6.7 4.5
Total 100 100 100 100 100

Source: Survey of Living Conditions of Belize (1995), Grenada (1999), St Kitts and Nevis (2001), Saint Lucia (1995) and 
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines (1995). Produced with the assistance of the Caribbean Development Bank (CDB). 
Executed by KAIRI Consultants Limited, Trinidad and Tobago.
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Table 3.4 p resen ts  a  d istribu tion  of the  proportion of persons a tta in ing  
the  h ighest level of schooling by the five quin tiles and  by sex. The categories of 
schools are nursery , prim ary, secondary, post secondary, university  and  other. 
The table p resen ts  the  d a ta  in su ch  a  m an n er th a t both  issu es  of poverty and  
gender can  be exam ined.

For Belize, the  d a ta  suggest th a t for the  m ajority of the  poor the  h ighest 
level of school a tta ined  is prim ary, 88.3 per cen t for m ales and  89.7 per cent 
for fem ales and  th a t the  m ale-fem ale ratio  is a lm ost equal a t th a t level. The 
w ealth iest are th ree  tim es m ore likely to have a tta ined  secondary  level 
education  th a n  the poorest. In th is  group, the  sex differential is negligible. 
However a t university  level, w here the  w ealth iest m ales are nine tim es more 
likely th a n  the poorest to have a tta ined  a  university  education , it is noticeable 
th a t the  gender gap favours the  m ales a lm ost two to one. Of significance is the 
fact th a t a  sm all proportion of the  poorest, in com parison to the  w ealthiest, 
a tta in s  university  education.

For G renada, the  d a ta  suggest th a t for the  poorest, the  h ighest level of 
education  a tta ined  is prim ary  school, 74.6 per cen t for m ales and  68.2 per cent 
for fem ales. The gender balance here favours the  boys. The gap betw een the 
poorest and  the  w ealth iest th a t have a tta ined  prim ary  level education  is 
sm aller th a n  Belize. A larger proportion of the  w ealth iest have a tta ined  
secondary  school th a n  the  poorest b u t the  difference is not great and  for 
fem ales the  likelihood of a tta in ing  secondary  school education  betw een the 
w ealth iest and  the  poorest is alm ost the  sam e. The quintile differential betw een 
the  poorest and  richest, a t the  university  level is no t great either, the 
proportion of the  poorest a tta in ing  university  level in G renada, 2.2 per cent, 
w hich is h igher th a n  Belize, 1.3 per cent. The cause  of the  observed differential 
would seem  to be th a t the  proportion of the  w ealth iest a tta in ing  university  level 
education  in G renada is also low, 4.3 per cent.

3.4(a) Distribution o f highest level o f schooling attained by quintile and sex
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Table 3.4: Household head’s highest education by sex and quintile (percentages)
Q u in tile Belize

N ursery P rim ary S econ dary P ost S econ dary
Male Fem ale Male Fem ale Male Fem ale Male Fem ale

I 1.9 2.6 88.3 89.7 8.4 7.0 - .6
II 2.4 2.7 82.2 78.3 14.8 15.8 - 3.3
III .5 0.5 84.9 77.4 13.5 16.6 .5 4.5
IV .4 - 77.2 71.2 12.8 22.6 8.7 5.3
V - - 51.3 56.2 27.9 25.9 11.2 12.7

T o ta l 0.9 1.0 73.4 72.9 16.5 18.5 5.0 5.9
N= (9) (10) (739) (729) (166) (185) (50) (59)

U niversity Not S ta te d T ota l
Male Fem ale Male Fem ale Male Fem ale

I 1.3 - - 100 100
II - .5 - 1.0 100 100
III .5 .5 .6 100 100
IV .9 1.0 - 100 100
V 9.7 4.8 - 100 100

T o ta l 3.0 1.6 0.1 0.2 100 100
N= (31) ( l 6) (1) (2) (1006) (999)

Source: Survey of Living Conditions of Belize (1995), Grenada (1999), St Kitts and Nevis (2001), Saint Lucia (1995) and 
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines (1995). Produced with the assistance of the Caribbean Development Bank (CDB). 
Executed by KAIRI Consultants Limited, Trinidad and Tobago.

Table 3 .4  (continued): H ousehold  h e a d ’s  h ig h e s t ed u c a tio n  by  se x  an d  q u in tile  (percentages)
G renada

N ursery P rim ary S econ dary P ost S econ dary
Male Fem ale Male Fem ale Male Fem ale Male Fem ale

I - - 74.6 68.2 14.7 27.3 6.8 3.5
II - - 75.3 71.0 18.4 34.6 3.8 2.7
III - - 72.7 69.7 21.8 23.2 2.4 5.6
IV - 0.9 70.1 63.3 22.2 28.0 3.1 6.0
V 0.5 0.5 68.6 62.2 18.8 28.6 5.3 4.1

T o ta l 0.1 0.3 72.0 66.7 19.2 26.4 4.3 4.4
N= (1) (3) (649) (676) (173) (268) (39) (45)

U niversity Not S ta te d T ota l
Male Fem ale Male Fem ale Male Fem ale

I 1.7 0.5 2.3 0.5 100 100
II 0.6 0.5 1.9 1.1 100 100
III 1.8 1.5 1.2 - 100 100
IV 3.6 0.9 1.0 0.9 100 100
V 2.9 1.4 3.9 3.2 100 100

T o ta l 2.2 1.0 2.1 1.2 100 100
N= (20) (10) (19) (12) (901) (1014)

Source: Survey of Living C onditions of Belize (1995), G ren ad a  (1999), S t K itts an d  Nevis (2001), S a in t Lucia (1995) and
S ain t V incent an d  th e  G renad ines (1995). P roduced w ith  th e  a ss is ta n ce  of th e  C aribbean  D evelopm ent B ank  (CDB).
E xecuted  by KAIRI C o n su ltan ts  Limited, T rin idad an d  Tobago.
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Table 3.4 (continued): Household head’s highest education by sex and quintile (percentages)
Q u in tile S t K itts  an d  Nevis

N ursery P rim ary S econ dary P ost S econ dary
Male Fem ale Male Fem ale Male Fem ale Male Fem ale

I - - 15.4 14.0 63.7 63.2 3.3 2.2
II - - 17.5 14.5 59.6 58.1 5.3 5.8
III - - 13.6 16.2 63.6 57.0 2.6 8.4
IV - 1.1 20.0 21.6 48.9 44.2 11.1 7.4
V - - 18.1 24.2 48.3 37.4 8.6 10.1

T o ta l 0.2 17.3 18.2 54.9 51.0 6.9 7.1
N= (2) (135) (162) (429) (446) (54) (62)

U niversity Not S ta te d T ota l
Male Fem ale Male Fem ale Male Fem ale

I 3.3 0.0 14.3 20.6 100 100
II 1.8 0.6 15.8 20.9 100 100
III 2.6 2.2 17.5 16.2 100 100
IV 2.1 4.7 17.9 21.1 100 100
V 9.9 13.1 15.1 15.2 100 100

T o ta l 4.6 4.6 16.3 18.6 100 100
N= (36) (40) (127) (163) (962) (852)

Source: Survey of Living Conditions of Belize (1995), Grenada (1999), St Kitts and Nevis (2001), Saint Lucia (1995) and 
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines (1995). Produced with the assistance of the Caribbean Development Bank (CDB). 
Executed by KAIRI Consultants Limited, Trinidad and Tobago.

T able 3 .4  (continued): H ousehold  h e a d ’s  h ig h e s t ed u c a tio n  by  se x  an d  q u in tile  (percentages)
S a in t Lucia

N ursery P rim ary S econ dary P ost S econ dary
Male Fem ale Male Fem ale Male Fem ale Male Fem ale

I 1.7 0.6 76.1 77.2 16.2 19.0 3.4 2.5
II 1.5 1.2 81.1 67.7 12.9 23.4 2.3 4.8
III - - 67.5 72.2 25.0 18.0 2.5 4.5
IV 0.8 1.6 64.2 66.7 25.0 17.5 5.0 8.7
V - - 54.1 49.5 20.2 33.3 8.3 7.5

T o ta l 0.8 0.7 69.1 68.1 19.7 21.6 4.2 5.3
N= (5) (5) (413) (461) (118) (146) (25) (36)

U niversity Not S ta te d T ota l
Male Fem ale Male Fem ale Male Fem ale

I 0.9 - 1.7 0.6 100 100
II - 1.2 2.3 1.8 100 100
III 5.0 0.8 - 4.5 100 100
IV 3.3 1.6 1.7 4.0 100 100
V 11.9 8.6 5.5 1.1 100 100

T o ta l 4.0 1.9 2.2 2.4 100 100
N= (24) (13) (13) (16) (598) (677)

Source: Survey of Living C onditions of Belize (1995), G ren ad a  (1999), S t K itts an d  Nevis (2001), S a in t Lucia (1995) and
S ain t V incent an d  th e  G renad ines (1995). P roduced w ith  the  a ss is tan ce  of the  C aribbean  D evelopm ent B ank  (CDB).
E xecuted  by KAIRI C o n su ltan ts  Limited, T rin idad an d  Tobago.
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Table 3.4 (continued): Household head’s highest education by sex and quintile (percentages)
Q u in tile S a in t V incen t an d  th e  G renad in es

N ursery P rim ary S econ dary P ost S econ dary
Male Fem ale Male Fem ale Male Fem ale Male Fem ale

I 82.7 82.3 16.0 16.9 1.2 0.8
II 76.5 72.0 21.5 25.4 1.0 1.7
III 80.2 80.2 18.9 16.4 0.9 2.6
IV 79.8 62.8 16.3 32.2 2.3 3.3
V 58.9 45.7 28.2 39.3 7.3 8.6

T o ta l 74.9 67.9 20.4 26.5 2.8 3.6
N= (403) (420) (110) (164) (15) (22)

U niversity Not S ta te d T ota l
Male Fem ale Male Fem ale Male Fem ale

I - - - - 100 100
II 1.0 - - 0.8 100 100
III - 0.9 - - 100 100
IV 1.6 - - 1.7 100 100
V 2.4 2.9 3.2 2.9 100 100

T o ta l 1.1 0.8 0.7 1.1 100 100
N= (6) (5) (4) (7) (538) (618)

Source: Survey of Living Conditions of Belize (1995), Grenada (1999), St Kitts and Nevis (2001), Saint Lucia (1995) and 
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines (1995). Produced with the assistance of the Caribbean Development Bank (CDB). 
Executed by KAIRI Consultants Limited, Trinidad and Tobago
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Figure 3.3 Secondary level o f school as the highest level o f school attended

D ata for St. Kitts and  Nevis suggest th a t for the  m ajority of the  poorest, 
the  h ighest level of education  a tta ined  is a t the  secondary  level, 63.7 per cent 
for m ales and  63.2 per cen t for fem ales, indicating th a t a  gender balance had  
been achieved a t th a t level. This is strikingly different for the  d a ta  for all o ther 
coun tries observed w hich had  prim ary  school a s  the  schooling of h ighest 
a tta in m en t by the  m ajority of the  poorest. Secondary level a tta inm en t, by a  
larger proportion of the  poorest, m ay have resu lted  from the universal access to 
secondary  education  policy w hich the governm ent of St. Kitts and  Nevis 
p u rsu es . The d a ta  suggest th a t the  w ealth iest are  five tim es m ore likely to have 
a tta ined  university  level education  th a n  the  poorest and  th a t the  gender 
balance sh ifts slightly in favour of the  fem ales a t bo th  the  education  level and  
the  incom e level. For the  poorest, however, the  gap is still in favour of the 
m ales. (See figure 3.4).

D ata  for Sain t Lucia and  Sain t V incent and  the G renadines suggests th a t 
like G renada, for the  m ajority of the  poorest, prim ary  school is the  h ighest level 
of education  a ttained . The gap betw een the  poorest and  the  w ealth iest in term s 
of a tta in m en t of secondary  level education  is not too wide, except am ong 
fem ales w here the  w ealth iest are  alm ost twice a s  likely to a tta in  secondary  level 
education  th a n  the poorest. At the  post-secondary  level, the  gap betw een the 
w ealth iest and  the  poorest, w idens and  becom es even w ider a t the  university  
level. In Sain t Lucia, a  m ale in the  w ealth iest quintile is a lm ost 10 tim es more 
likely and  a  female nine tim es m ore likely to a tta in  university  education  th an
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the ir poorest coun terpart. In S a in t V incent and  the G renadines, the  a tta in m en t 
level is low even for the  w ealth iest, b u t there  is little gender differential, 
w hereas in S a in t Lucia, the  gender differential favours the  m ales, both  am ong 
the  w ealth iest quintile and  the poorest.

3.4(b) D istribution  of the  population  by h ighest exam s passed  by quintile and  
sex

The table p resen ts  the  d istribu tion  of the  population  by h ighest exam  
passed , by the  five quin tiles and  by sex. The categories for h ighest exam  passed  
are: none, school leaving, C aribbean  E xam ination  Council (CXC) basic, G eneral 
Certificate of E ducation  (GCE) G eneral; A level/D iplom a; Degree; and  other.

Figure 3.4: Distribution o f the population by no exam passed by quintile and sex

Of note, is the  fact th a t G renada  and  S a in t V incent and  the  G renad ines 
have large proportions of the  poorest and  w ealth iest th a t have passed  no 
exam s. For G renada, am ong the poorest, it is 8 0  per cen t of the  m ales and
73.3 per cen t of the  fem ales and  am ong the w ealth iest it is 65.2 per cen t and
61.8 per cent, respectively, while for Sain t V incent and  the  G renadines am ong 
the  poorest, it is 87.7 per cen t of the  m ales and  91.9 per cen t of the  fem ales 
and  am ong the  w ealth iest it is 75.2 per cen t and  55.7 per cen t for m ales and  
fem ales, respectively. For those who have passed  no exam s the  gap is 
narrow est betw een the  poor and  the  rich in Belize, w idening in Sain t Lucia and  
again in K itts and  Nevis.
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In St. Kitts and  Nevis the  w ealth iest m ales are  eight tim es m ore likely to 
have com pleted a  university  degree th a n  the  poorest m ale and  the w ealth iest 
female is 11 tim es m ore likely to have com pleted a  degree th a n  her poorest 
coun terpart.

In Belize, Sain t Lucia and  Sain t V incent and  the  G renadines, there  is a  
relatively wide gap betw een the w ealth iest m ales who have com pleted A’levels 
and  the  poorest. In som e in stances, Sain t V incent and  the  G renadines, St. 
Kitts and  Nevis and  Belize, w here the  m ale underach ievem ent is evident a t the 
secondary  level, it is m ost evident a t the  GCE A’levels and  am ong the 
w ealth iest th a n  am ongst the  poorest.

Part 4 -  Health status

4.1 D istribution of persons who sough t m edical a tten tion  by age 15-64 and  
65+;

Figures 4.1(a) and  (b) depict the  d istribu tion  of persons who sought 
m edical a tten tion  and  who were ill, by age g roups 15-64 and  65+. The d a ta  are 
grouped into those age g roups in order to highlight the  differences betw een the 
aged and  the  res t of the  ad u lt population.

Figure 4.1(a) Distribution o f persons who sought medical attention by age group 15-64 
and 65+
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On average the  aged suffered m ore illness th a n  the  res t of the  adu lt 
population  and  w as m ore likely to seek m edical a tten tion .
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In every in stance, the  65+ 
population  were alm ost twice as 
likely a s  the  res t of the  adu lt 
population  to suffer illness and , in 
som e cases, su ch  a s  Belize an d  S a in t 
Lucia, th is  group w as m ore th an  
twice a s  likely to suffer illness a s  the  ad u lt population. (See Figure 4.1(a)).

Box 4.1 Social policy issues -  Health care of the elderly

The key social policy, to which the data speak, is provision 
of health care for the elderly.

Figure 4.1(b) Distribution o f persons who were ill by age group 15-64 and 65+
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4.2 D istribution of persons who were ill by quintile and  sex

Figure 4.2 rep resen ts  the  d istribu tion  of persons who were ill by quintile 
and  sex. One would expect to find a  h igher proportion of persons who were ill 
in the  poorest quintile and  the  lowest proportion in the  w ealth iest, one reason  
being the  fact th a t the  elderly com prise significant p roportions of the  poor. 
However, only Belize fits th is  p a tte rn , w ith 15 per cen t of m ales and  12.3 per 
cen t of fem ales in the  poorest quintile indicating th a t they were ill in 
com parison to 6.6 per cen t m ales and  10.3 fem ales in the  w ealth iest quintile 
indicating illness.
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Figure 4.2 Distribution of persons who were ill by quintile and sex
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The different p a tte rn s  observed in the  o ther countries, su ch  a s  St. Kitts 
and  Nevis, 5.2 per cen t of the  m ales and  6.9 per cen t of the  fem ales in the 
poorest quintile and  12 per cen t of the  m ales and  17.9 per cen t of the  fem ales 
in the  w ealth iest quintile indicating th a t they were ill, m ay be a ttrib u tab le  to 
the  practice of persons in the  w ealth iest quintile being m ore aw are of their 
health  condition th a n  the ir co u n te rp arts  in the  poorest quintile.

Fem ales also seem  to have 
a  h igher aw areness abou t their 
health  condition th a n  m ales a s  in 
m ost cases m ore fem ales in every 
quintile reported  illness.

Box 4.2 Social policy issues -  Public health education

The provision of health services for the women and the elderly 
would be of concern to social policy makers, as well as increasing 
the awareness of males about issues regarding their health. Public 
health education targeted to reach the poor would also be of 
concern.

4.3 F irst place visited for m edical a tten tion  by age group 15-64 and  65+

Table 4.3 p resen ts  the  proportion of persons by the  first place they 
visited for m edical a tten tion , by age group, 15-64, rep resen ting  the  working 
population  and  the  65 and  over represen ting  the  aged. The d a ta  suggest th a t 
for two ou t of the  five countries, Belize and  Sain t V incent and  the  G renadines, 
the  public health  in s titu tio n s are  still the  first place visited by both  the adu lt 
population  and  those persons 65 and  over.
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Table 4.3
First place visited for medical attention by age group 15-64 and 65+ (percentages)
Age

Group
Belize Grenada St. Kitts and 

Nevis
Saint Lucia Saint 

Vincent and 
the 

Grenadines
15-64 65+ 15-64 65+ 15-64 65+ 15-64 65+ 15-64 65+

Public
Hospital

36.2 46.5 12.2 14.6 23.3 16.4 22.0 25.0 24.8 18.2

Public
Health
Centre

23.7 11.6 30.9 35.0 12.2 38.8 20.5 36.5 37.2 54.5

Pharmacy 3.4 - 3.3 - 5.5 1.5 3.0 - 0.8 -
Private
Clinic

15.3 11.6 4.4 3.6 - - 3.8 11.5 5.4 -

Private
Doctor

20.9 25.6 48.1 40.1 54.4 31.3 47.7 23.1 31.8 27.3

Herbalist 0.6 - - - 1.1 - 3.0 1.9 - -
Other - 4.7 1.1 6.6 3.3 11.9 - 1.9 - -
Total 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100

N= (177) (43) (181) (137) (92) (67) (132) (52) (129) (33)
Source: Survey of Living Conditions of Belize (1995), Grenada (1999), St Kitts and Nevis (2001), Saint Lucia (1995) and 
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines (1995). Produced with the assistance of the Caribbean Development Bank (CDB). 
Executed by KAIRI Consultants Limited, Trinidad and Tobago.

The proportion of the  ad u lt population  for w hom  the first place visited for 
m edical a tten tion  w as the  private health  in s titu tio n s is larger th a n  the 
proportion for public in s titu tio n s for G renada, 52.5 per cen t to 43.1 per cent; 
for St. Kitts and  Nevis, 54.4 per cen t to 35.5 per cent; and  for Sain t Lucia, 51.5 
per cen t to 42.5 per cent. This could be a  function of their econom ic capacity, 
a s  th is  age group rep resen ts  the  econom ically active population.

In a lm ost every instance, except 
for G renada w here a  larger proportion 
of those over 65 visited private 
in stitu tions, a  larger proportion of the 
aged visited public in s titu tio n s as 
opposed to private in stitu tions.

Box 4.3 Social policy issues -  Quality health services

Maintaining affordable, accessible and quality health 
services to the poor and the elderly would be social policy 
issues deriving from an examination of first place visited by 
age group.
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Figures 4.3 (a), (b), (c), (d) and  (e) rep resen t the  proportion of persons 
covered by health  in su ran ce  by the ad u lt population, aged 15-64 and  the  aged, 
65+ while Figure 4.5 p resen ts  health  in su ran ce  coverage by quintile and  sex.

4.4 Population covered by health insurance by age group 15-64 and 65+

Figure 4.3(b) Population covered by health insurance by age group 15-64 and 65+
Grenada

□ 15-64

□ 65+

□ Not covered



61

St. Kitts and Nevis

Figure 4.3(c) Population covered by health insurance by age group 15-64 and 65+

□ 15-64

□ 65+

□ Not covered

Figure 4.3(d) Population covered by health insurance by age group 15-64 and 65+
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Figure 4.3(e) Population covered by health insurance by age group 15-64 and 65+
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines

□ 15-64

■ 65+
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Figures 4.3 (a), (b), (c), (d) and  (e) suggest th a t for all of the  coun tries 
u n d e r consideration  less th a n  30 per cen t of the  ad u lt population  is covered by 
health  in su rance . For the  population  65 and  over, the  proportion of the 
population  covered by in su ran ce  is least a t 6.6 per cen t for Sain t V incent and  
the  G renadines, 8.7 per cen t for Belize, 11.2 per cen t for St. Kitts and  Nevis,
13.0 per cen t for G renada and  14.6 per cen t for Sain t Lucia.

Figure 4.4 Health insurance coverage by quintile and sex
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Figure 4.4 illu stra tes  th a t in all in stances, persons from the poorest 
quintile were show n to have less coverage th a n  persons from the w ealth iest 
quintile. Fem ales, in the  poorest quintile in all countries, except St. K itts and  
Nevis, have less coverage th a n  the ir m ale coun te rparts . Fem ales in the 
w ealth iest quintile are  four tim es m ore likely to have coverage in St. K itts and  
Nevis and  in Sain t Lucia, th a n  their 
co u n te rp arts  in the  poorest quintile.
In m ost o ther countries, the  p a tte rn  of 
larger p roportions of m ale coverage 
persists. In Sain t V incent and  the 
G renad ines the  gender balance in the 
w ealth iest quintile h a s  been achieved.

--------------------------------------------------------
Box 4.4 Social policy issues -  Health insurance

Mechanisms that increase health insurance coverage for 
the adult population generally, and for the poor particularly, 
would be of concern to social policy makers. In addition 
strategies which provide benefits to the already aged 
would be of critical concern.

Part 5 - Households and headship

5.1 H ousehold size by country

Figure 5.1 rep resen ts  the  size of househo lds by the  five coun tries u n d er 
consideration. H ousehold sizes vary from single person  househo lds to 
househo lds w ith m ore th a n  10 persons.

Figure 5.1 Household size by country
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Belize is the  only coun try  w ith less th a n  a  th ird  of the  sam ple population 
w ith four or less persons in the  household  (25.9 per cent). The rem aining 
coun tries u n d e r analysis have m ore th a n  a  th ird  to tw o /th ird s  of their 
population  w ith household  sizes of four or less persons.

A little m ore th a n  one th ird  of the  population  in m ost coun tries h a s  a  
household  size of 5-7 persons. St. Kitts and  Nevis h a s  32.7 per cent, followed
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by Sain t V incent and  the G renadines w ith 38.4 per cent, Sain t Lucia w ith 39 
per cent, G renada 40.7 per cen t and  Belize w ith 45.9 per cent. H ouseholds th a t 
possess, 8, 9 and  10+ com prise the  sm allest proportion of househo lds in each 
country: Belize, 28.7 per cent; Sain t V incent and  the  G renadines, 24.7 per 
cent; Sain t Lucia, 20 per cent; G renada, 17 per cent; and  St. Kitts and  Nevis,
13.6 per cent.

However househo lds w hich possess 
10 persons and  m ore are quite 
significant, particu larly  in Belize w ith
13.7 per cen t and  Sain t V incent and  the 
G renadines w ith 12.8 per cent. St. Kitts 
and  Nevis h a s  the  lowest proportion of 
househo lds w ith 10+ persons, th a t of 3.0 
per cent.

Box 5.1 Social policy issues -  Large households

The size of the household may provide a guide to 
social policy makers as to what safety nets may be 
required to prevent larger households from slipping 
below the poverty line.

5.2 Single person  househo lds by elderly population  by coun tries

Figure 5.2 depicts elderly persons who live alone by two age groups: 6 0 ­
74 and  75+.

G renada, Belize and  St. Kitts and  Nevis, w ith 43.3 per cent, 37.8 per 
cent, 37.7 per cent, respectively, have the  h ighest proportion of elderly living 
alone, of the  coun tries considered.

Figure 5.2 Single person households by elderly
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B ut in keeping w ith the  health  and  care considera tions regarding the 
ageing population, the  group h a s  been divided into the  younger elderly, 60-74 
and  the  older elderly, 75 and  over. In Sain t Lucia, 67.5 per cent, followed by 
Belize, 61.7 per cen t and  Sain t V incent and  the G renadines, 58.6 per cent, the 
proportion of the  younger elderly being alone, is larger th a n  th a t of the  older 
elderly.

B ecause of the  known 
needs of the  older elderly, the 
fact th a t for G renada and  St.
Kitts and  Nevis, the  older elderly 
com prise m ore th a n  50 per cent 
of the  single elderly persons 
living alone, gives cause  for 
som e concern.

5.3 D istribution of h ead s of h ouseho lds by quintile and  sex

Figure 5.3 rep resen ts  the  d istribu tion  of h ead s of househo lds by quintile 
and  sex. As expected, because  of the  know n cu ltu ra l p a tte rn s  of family 
s tru c tu re  in Belize, the  proportion of fem ale-headed househo lds is no t m uch  
different betw een the richest, 28.6 per cen t and  the poorest, 26.1 per cent. 
However for G renada, St. Kitts and  Nevis and  Sain t V incent and  the 
G renadines, the  proportion of female h ead s of households, (54.0 per cent, 65.1 
per cent, 53.3 per cent) in the  poorest quintile is larger th a n  the proportion of 
m ale headed households, (46 per cent, 34.9 per cent, and  46.7 per cent).

Figure 5.3 Distribution o f heads o f households by quintile and sex

-----------------------------------------------------------------
Box 5.2 Social policy issues -  Housing and health care

Social policy issues regarding the elderly ought to not only 
concentrate on housing and health care. It has been suggested that 
due to the importance of the family in the provision of care to the 
elderly, maintaining the integrity of the family should be of concern to 
social planners as well.
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In the  richest quintile, for those sam e countries, the  proportion of female 
headed households, (43.4 per cent, 43.0 per cent, 36.4 per cent) though  less
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th a n  the m ale headed  househo lds (56.6 per cent, 57.0 per cent, 63.6 per cent), 
is nonetheless, high.

Sain t Lucia p resen ts  a  higher 
proportion of m ale-headed 
househo lds in the  poorest, 53.3 per 
cent, and  the richest 69.2 per cent; 
b u t female headsh ip  is still relatively 
high, w ith 46.7 per cen t in the 
poorest and  30.8 per cen t in the 
richest.

5.4 Em ploym ent s ta tu s  of household  h ead s by quintile and  sex

Figure 5.4 suggests th a t in every in stance  fem ale-headed househo lds in 
the  poorest quintile had  higher p roportions of unem ployed th a n  the ir m ale 
co u n te rp arts  in the  sam e quintile. This p a tte rn  also p e rs is ts  in the  richest 
quintile for every country , except St. Kitts and  Nevis, w here there  w as a  lower 
proportion of fem ale-headed househo lds unem ployed th a n  m ale headed 
households.

Figure 5.4 Unemployed household heads by quintile and sex

----------------------------------------------------------
Box 5.3 Social policy issues -  Households head

The characteristics of household headship are important to 
social policy makers as issues of intergenerational poverty 
and the life chances of children and other members of the 
household have been found to be dependent on the 
characteristics of the head of the household.
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U nem ploym ent of the  household  head  is a  variable of concern  to social 
policy m akers, a s  it is linked to incom e s ta tu s  and  poverty.
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Figures 5.5 (a) th rough  (e), depict the  h ighest level of education  achieved 
by sex and  quintile for household  h ead s in the  five coun tries u n d er 
consideration. In all coun tries gender parity  is virtually  achieved for household  
h ead s am ong those who have identified prim ary school a s  the  h ighest level of 
education  a tta ined , w hether in the  poorest or w ealth iest quintiles. Some 
difference occurred  am ong the  poorest, in both  G renada  and  St. K itts and  
Nevis, w here m ore m ale-headed househo lds th a n  fem ale-headed househo lds 
identified prim ary school a s  the  h ighest level a tta ined . In Sain t V incent and  the 
G renadines, there  w as gender d isparity  favouring m ales over fem ales am ong 
the  w ealth iest quintile.

Figure 5.5 Household heads with secondary schooling by quintile and sex

5.5 (a), (b), (c), (d) and (e) Household head's highest education by sex and
quintile
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In every instance, except St. K itts and  Nevis, w ealth ier quin tiles reported 
lower p roportions of h ead s of househo lds who identified prim ary school a s  the 
h ighest level of education  a tta ined . The a tta in m en t of prim ary school 
education  h a s  m ore to do w ith socio-econom ic s ta tu s  th a n  gender.

At the  secondary  level, in Belize the  difference am ong incom e g roups is 
far m ore significant th a n  betw een gender. For exam ple, a  m ale-headed 
household  in the  w ealth iest quintile is five tim es m ore likely to have a tta ined  
secondary  level education  th a n  h is poorest co u n te rp art; sim ilarly the  w ealth iest 
fem ale-headed household  is twice a s  likely a s  her poorest coun terpart. There 
is v irtual parity  betw een the  m ales in both  the poorest and  richest in G renada  
b u t the  w ealth iest fem ale-headed household  is th ree  tim es m ore likely th a n  her 
poorest co u n te rp art to have a tta ined  a  secondary  education . Likewise in Sain t 
Lucia the  w ealth iest female is 24 tim es m ore likely th a n  her poorest 
co u n te rp art to have a tta ined  secondary  education  and  in Sain t V incent and  the
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G renadines, 12 tim es m ore likely. This is so for the  m ales in Sain t V incent and  
the  G renadines, a s  well, w here the  w ealth iest m ale-headed household  is 10 
tim es m ore likely to have a tta ined  secondary  level education  a s  the  h ighest 
level a tta ined  th a n  h is poorest coun terpart. St. Kitts and  Nevis p resen ts  the 
m ost balanced  p icture  a t secondary  level both  betw een incom es and  sexes.

In a lm ost every instance, those household  h ead s th a t belonged to the 
h ighest incom e quintile and  were m ale were m ore likely to have reported 
university  education  a s  the  h ighest level a tta ined  th a n  the ir poorest m ale and  
female coun te rparts . Even in the  poorest quintile m ale-headed househo lds 
fared be tter th a n  the ir fem ale-headed household  coun te rparts . The h ighest 
differential betw een m ale and  female household  h ead s occurred  in Sain t Lucia 
and  Belize w here in the  w ealth iest quintile, 16.5 m ale-headed household  
com pared to 3.0 fem ale-headed household  and  12.1 m ale-headed household  
and  4.5 fem ale-headed household , respectively, reported  university  a s  the 
h ighest level a tta ined . Only in Sain t V incent and  the  G renadines did female 
h ead s of househo lds in the  w ealth iest quintile report a  h igher proportion th an  
m ale headed households, 4.5 per cen t and  3.8 per cent.

5.6 (a), (b), (c), (d) and  (e) D istribution  of responses of household  h ead s a s  to 
w hether they are be tter off th a n  p a ren ts

In each instance, except for St. Kitts and  Nevis, w hen asked  if they felt 
they were be tter off th a n  the ir p a ren ts , a  larger proportion of m ales and  
fem ales in the  w ealth iest quintile, expressed the  feeling th a t they were be tter 
off. In St. Kitts and  Nevis there  w as no t m uch  difference in perception betw een 
m ales in the  w ealth iest and  m ales in the  poorest quintiles, b u t fem ales in the 
w ealth iest quin tiles were twice a s  likely a s  the ir co u n te rp arts  in the  poorest 
quintile to express the  perception th a t they were be tter off.

The converse w as tru e  for a  larger proportion of m ales and  fem ales in the 
poorest quintile who in every country , w ith the  exception of St. Kitts and  Nevis, 
expressed the  feeling th a t they were no t be tter off th a n  the ir p a ren ts  th a n  their 
co u n te rp arts  in the  richest quintile.
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Figure 5.6 Household heads who are not better off than parents
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In St. Kitts and  Nevis, a  larger proportion of m ales in the  w ealth iest 
quintile felt they were no t be tter off th a n  the ir p a ren ts  while a  larger proportion 
of fem ales in the  poorest quintile felt they were not be tter off th a n  their 
paren ts .

In G renada, there  w as little difference betw een the  fem ales in the  poorest 
quintile, 26.7 per cen t and  the  richest 27.5 per cent, quintile who felt th a t they 
were no be tter off th a n  the ir paren ts .

Interestingly, in St. Kitts and  
Nevis, m ales in the  w ealth iest 
quintile were th ree  tim es more 
likely to feel th a t they were no 
be tter off th a n  the ir p a ren ts , th an  
the ir co u n te rp arts  in the  poorest 
quintile. Conversely, fem ales in the 
poorest quintile were twice a s  likely
to express the  feeling th a t they were no be tter off th a n  the ir p a ren ts , th a n  their 
co u n te rp arts  in the  w ealth iest quintile.

-----------------------------------------------------------
5.4 Social policy issues -  Mobility

Social policy issues arising out of an examination of data 
surrounding a person's perception of their status in relation to 
that of their parents could address breaking the cycle of 
intergenerational poverty and creating opportunities for the 
upward mobility of young women.
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Glossary of Terms

1. Population structure refers to the  sex and  age com position of a  
population. Developed coun tries tend  to have an  even sex and  age s tru c tu re  
while less developed ones have over ha lf their population  aged u n d er 16. 
S ta tis tics on the sex and  age com position of the  population  can  help provide 
inform ation needed for a ssess ing  the needs of the  population  a s  a  whole. The 
needs of specific age groups, su ch  a s  care requ irem en ts for pre-school-aged 
children, education  for the  young, special services for the  aged can  be 
considered. In addition, the  com position of the  population  by sex provides the 
basis  for an  analysis of the  differences betw een the  sexes.

2. Age dependency refers to the  to tal num ber of d ep en d an ts  divided by the 
to tal nu m b er of persons of productive age. B ecause of the  econom ic b u rden  of 
ageing populations, the  overall dependency ratio is defined a s  the  to tal num ber 
of young and  old d ep en d an ts  divided by the  population  of working age. The 
youth dependency ratio refers to the  to tal nu m b er of young d ep en d an ts  divided 
by the  to tal n u m b er of persons of productive age. J u s t  a s  the  elderly 
dependency ratio refers to the  to tal num ber of elderly persons divided by the 
to tal nu m b er of persons of productive age. Eldim ire (1997) suggests th a t there 
m ay be a  num ber of varia tions of the  dependency ratio, based  m ore on social 
ra th e r th a n  econom ic criteria, w hich will be usefu l to p lanners. These 
varia tions can  take into accoun t the  different con tribu tions of m ales and  
fem ales a s  either caregivers or a s  providers of sup p o rt for elderly paren ts.

3. Quintiles are the  values observed a t each of the  four-partition  poin ts 
w hen a  frequency d istribu tion  is divided into fifths. The five quin tiles I, II, III, IV 
and  V in w hich d a ta  are  p resen ted  refer to the  five econom ic groupings (based 
on consum ption  a s  a  proxy for income) in w hich the  to tal population  is divided. 
Q uintile I rep resen ts  the  poorest fifth of the  population  and  Q uintile V 
rep resen ts  the  w ealth iest fifth. It is u sed  a s  a  relative m easu re  of poverty as 
the  com parison re la tes to the  sh a res  of incom e and  expenditure  th a t are 
available to a  pa rticu la r quintile. The econom ic group V in one coun try  is not 
expected to rep resen t the  sam e econom ic value a s  group V in an o th er country , 
b u t ra th e r  to rep resen t the  position of those persons vis-a- vis the  position of 
sim ilar group of persons in ano ther country.

4. Fertility refers to the  ac tu a l num ber of b irth s  in a  population. The 
factors th a t determ ine fertility m ay be biological or social. The biological 
com ponent refers to the  capacity  to reproduce, usua lly  called fecundity. 
Fecundity  of people varies w ith age, and  a t least for wom en, it begins to 
increase  from m enarche  (the onset of m enstruation), peaks in the  tw enties, and  
th en  declines to m enopause  (the tim e w hen a  w om an ceases to ovulate and  
m enstruate). The biological com ponent is necessary  b u t not a  sufficient
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condition for fertility. Given the  capacity  to reproduce, the  social environm ent 
in w hich people live largely determ ines w hether couples will actually  have 
children and , if so, how m any, and  w ith w hat k ind of spacing. Fertility ra te  is 
the  average nu m b er of children a  w om an would bear in her lifetime.

5. A household includes all the  persons who occupy a  housing  un it. A 
housing  u n it is a  house, an  apartm en t, a  group of room s, or a  single room  th a t 
is occupied a s  separa te  living quarte rs . The occupan ts m ay be a  single family, 
one person  living alone, two or m ore fam ilies living together, or any  o ther group 
of related  or un re la ted  persons who share  living arrangem ents.

6. Household headship refers to the  person  who is identified a s  the  head  of 
the  household  by a  responden t during  an  interview. H ousehold heads, m ale or 
female, is th a t person  identified a s  responsible for socio-econom ic su sten an ce  
of the  household . Over tim e, headsh ip  h a s  come to imply norm ative 
a ssu m p tio n s abou t au tho rity  and  incom e-earning capacity. The m ost widely 
understood  and  u sed  definition of the  head  of a  household  is th a t of a  person  
who bears  the  m ost responsibility  for the  econom ic welfare of the  household  or 
the  person  who exercises au tho rity  over the  m ain tenance  of the  household . In 
practice, it is the  oldest person, usua lly  m ale, who is identified or reported as 
the  head. U sually the  designated  head  is the  chief a sse t owner. It h a s  been the 
a ssum ption  th a t wom en usua lly  becom e chief a sse t ow ners after the ir sp o u se ’s 
death .

The designation of headsh ip  in national household  surveys h a s  been 
questioned. It is alleged th a t household  surveys reflect the  norm s of the 
household  m em ber questioned, or of the  interviewer, ra th e r  th a n  the  relative 
econom ic im portance w ithin the  household  of the  person  being designated  as 
head. D eterm ination abou t econom ic responsibility  and  chief au tho rity  become 
difficult in cases w here there  are  m ultiple ea rn ers  and  decision m akers.

Despite the  difficulties in defining headsh ip , s ta tis tic s  on wom en heads 
of househo lds give a  usefu l indication of the  nu m b er of househo lds w here 
wom en have sole responsibility  for supporting  households.

7. N = Size of sample. A sam ple is a  selected su b se t of a  population 
chosen  w ith the  objectives of investigating p a rticu la r properties of the  p aren t 
population. In practice two types of error will arise from any sam pling 
procedure:

(a) Sam pling b ias m ay arise  in the  way the  selection is carried  out;
and

(b) Random  sam pling erro rs m ay arise in a  sam ple due to the 
differences betw een the  m em ber of the  population  included or excluded from 
the sam ple.
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