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PREFACE

In the period 1984-1988, a series of national studies were
conducted within the framework of a subregional project entitled
"Women in Development Planning" and implemented by the United
Nations Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean
(ECLAC) , Subregional Headquarters for the Caribbean, with financial
resources provided by the United Nations Development Fund for Women
(UNIFEM) .

While the project was ongoing and also after its termination,
suggestions and requests for a comparative overview of the data
provided in the separate country-level documents have been made to
the ECLAC Women and Development Programme on a continuous basis by
users, beneficiaries and interested organizations both within and
outside the subregion. Suggestions to such effect have also been
made at various conferences and meetings of United Nations
organizations and other international and regional institutions.

In an attempt to fulfil this need, the present document has
been prepared. It has extracted major parameters in social,
economic, demographic and legal areas and presents relevant data in
a comparative perspective. The data are primarily based on the
findings of the above-mentioned project, particularly with regard
to the published documents of national studies on women as
recipients of services from resources allocated in the national
budget.

In view of the length of time between the publication of each
national study and the preparation of the present overview, efforts
have been made to update some of the information and fill gaps
wherever possible.

A word of gratitude is extended to Ms. Clara Baez, Ms. Myrtle
Bishop, Mrs. Joaquin St. Cyr and Ms. Leslie Wade, who were involved
in the preparation of individual country studies and have
voluntarily assisted in the preparation of the present document
through their valuable comments on earlier drafts.

It is hoped that the document will be useful for the intended
purposes as well as for those which users and beneficiaries wish to
attach to it.



INTRODUCTION

Over the past decade the status of women in the Caribbean has been
described in qualitative terms from many perspectives. However, few
attempts have been made to analyse the findings against hard data,
accessible from official records, which indicate the allocation of
government resources for the well-being of the population.

Within the framework of a research project on Women in
Development Planning, which has been implemented by the United
Nations Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean
(ECLAC) Subregional Headquarters for the Caribbean, a series of
national studies have been conducted for the purpose of documenting
and analysing the degree of equity in the distribution of social
services between the sexes.

The main objective of the national studies was to provide data
on women with respect to their participation in planning and as
beneficiaries of government social services. To this effect, data
disaggregated'by sex has been collected and examined on population
structure, labour force participation, educational levels, health
levels and social welfare.

The national budget, including sectoral budgets and the
census, has been selected as the fundamental source for the
exercise. In examining public sector expenditure allocated in
national budgets, together with services explicitly earmarked for
women, an analysis has been made of the status of women as
recipients of services for which resources have been allocated and
‘earmarked for the whole population.

Considering the importance of situations determined by law, a
review of the legal provisions pertaining to issues which are of
particular relevance to women has also been undertaken. As a
result, albeit limited specific information on the legal status of
women has been provided.

This document presents a comparative overview and a summarized
compilation of quantitative data, mainly extracted from the
national studies carried out in seven Caribbean countries, namely
Dominica, the Dominican Republic, Jamaica, Saint Kitts and Nevis,
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Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines and Trinidad and
Tobago.

Some information which was not available at the time of the
national surveys has been included in the present tabular
presentation. Similarly, it has been possible, in some cases, to
update the information which had appeared in national studies
published earlier. While the "not stated" (n.s.) level may be high,
the relevant indicators/parameters have been maintained because of
their relevance for future inclusion in data collection.

Although data on particular indicators/parameters are not
applicable for all countries for the same years —since different
years may have been used in the official national records— an
effort has been made to introduce revisions to the data of the
national studies in order to make the data more comparable.

In some instances the data relevant to certain countries do
not completely cover the indicators/parameters used in the tabular
presentation, as the data available in the respective country have
been collected for the national records according to slightly
different listings of categories. Such is the case, for example, of
the Dominican Republic with regard to the indicator under item
4(d), which refers to women who have access to State farms/lands
owing to the death or desertion of their husbands —since women
would not otherwise have direct access to public lands—, and item
12 (b), which refers to the proportion of female heads of households
who received housing in specific cases.!

The tabular presentation of the comparative status of women is
intended to offer an instrument which can assist governments in
their efforts to plan and meet the needs and demands of the female
population.

A bibliography is attached.

! The data refer to housing in four public construction

projects of the "Instituto Nacional de 1la Vivienda"; see Maria
Gaton and Carmen Goémez Carrasco, "Adequate shelter: a right
exercised with difficulty by the women head of households",
INSTRAW-INVI-Habitat panel on women and shelter, Santo Domingo,
1987.
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Table 3

RESOURCE ALLOCATION IN NATIONAL BUDGET BY SERVICE
AND COUNTRY FOR 1985-1986

Service
Country
Education Heal th
Dominica 20.2 17.9
Dominican Republic ° 15.4 8.1
Jamaica n.s. 5.9
Saint Kitts 22.2 1.1
and Nevis ° 13.9 12.3
Saint Lucia ® 22.9 12.5
Saint Vincent and the
Grenadines 20.5 14.7
Trinidad and Tobago ¢ 18.9 10.6
Source: ECLAC, National budget allocation studies.
n.s.: Not stated.
? 1984.
® 1985.
° 1986-1987.
4 1986.
Table 4
SECTORAL RESOURCE ALLOCATION AS A PERCENTAGE OF NATIONAL BUDGET
BY SERVICE AND YEAR
Country Year Education Kealth Water and wiD °
sanitation
Dominica: 1982-1983 18.1 15.9 n.s n.s.
1983-1984 18.3 - 14.9 n.s n.s.
1984- 1985 18.0 14.8 n.s n.s.
1985-1986 20.2 17.9 n.s n.s.
Dominican
Republic: 1980 12.9 6.9 2.6 n.s.
1981 14.6 7.5 1.6 n.s.
1982 16.4 . 8.2 0.9 n.s.
1983 14.8 7.6 1.5 0.05
1984 15.4 8.1 1.2 0.08
Jamaica: 1982-1983 n.s. 6.9 n.s. n.s.
1983-1984 n.s. 6.3 n.s. n.s.
1984-1985 n.s. 6.2 n.s. n.s.
1985-1986 n.s. 5.9 n.s. n.s.

Source: ECLAC, National budget allocation studies.
n.s.: Not stated. .
® Proportion of resource allocation to the Office.
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