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REPORT OF THE AD HOC EXPERT GROUP MEETING ON 
GENDER SOCIALIZATION AND DOMESTIC VIOLENCE: 

DEVELOPING A RESEARCH AGENDA

The Econom ic Com m ission for Latin Am erica and  the 
C aribbean /C aribbean  Developm ent and  Cooperation Com m ittee
(ECLAC/CDCC) convened a  m eeting of experts in the  field of gender 
socialization and  violence over the  period, 9-10 D ecem ber 2002, in Port of 
Spain, T rinidad and  Tobago. The focus of th is  m eeting w as to develop a  
research  agenda to exam ine the linkages betw een gender socialisation and  
violence in the  C aribbean. The experts reviewed the  existing research  on 
gender socialisation in the  C aribbean and  identified research  needs and  a reas  
of possible in ter-agency collaboration.

The p a rtic ip an ts  a t the  m eeting were research ers  in the  field of sociology, 
social w ork and  gender stud ies. The list of p a rtic ip an ts  is annexed to th is  
report.

Agenda item  1: Welcome and  opening

The represen tative  of the  ECLAC/CDCC secre taria t welcomed the 
p a rtic ip an ts  to the  m eeting and  explained th a t dom estic violence w as a  very 
gendered phenom enon, both  in te rm s of the  type of violence being perpe tuated  
and  the  reaso n s for its  perpetration . She also pointed ou t th a t m ost of the 
p e rpe tra to rs of dom estic violence, specifically, and  of violence, in general, were 
m ales. This fact w as im portan t to the  k inds of in terventions necessary  to 
ad d ress  and  eradicate  all form s of societal violence.

The ECLAC Officer said th a t there  had  been m any conferences held and  
research  conducted , all aim ed a t b e tter u n d ers tan d in g  the problem  of dom estic 
violence and  these  investigations had  led to a  n u m b er of recom m endations for 
dealing w ith the  problem . Recent perceptions of the  initial program m atic 
in terven tions to the  problem  of dom estic violence, however, had  been th a t they 
were largely ‘responsive’ - wom en were largely seen a s  victim s in need of help, 
leading to social welfare type responses.

This perception had  led to calls for a  deeper and  be tter u n d ers tan d in g  of 
the  ‘root c a u se s’ of dom estic violence. In th is  regard, the  ECLAC/CDCC 
represen tative referred to s tud ies  th a t had  been conducted  w hich referred to 
the  links betw een dom estic violence, poverty and  su b s tan ce  abuse. There were 
also o ther stu d ies  th a t a ttem pted  to identify a  link betw een the  high 
accep tance by society of corporal p u n ish m en t against children and  the  high 
accep tance of dom estic violence. The calls for a  deeper u n d ers tan d in g  of the 
root cau ses  of dom estic violence were m ade a t various forum s, including the
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Third ECLAC/CDCC M inisterial Meeting on W omen (October 1999) held in 
p reparation  for the  Beijing P lus Five Special Session.

The p resen t expert group m eeting rep resen ted  an o th e r step  in the 
process of advancing research  into the  root cau ses  of dom estic violence. One of 
the  objectives of the  m eeting w as to m ore sharp ly  delineate the  research  
agenda in order to facilitate g rea ter collaboration am ong agencies w ith research  
in te rest in the  a rea  of gender socialisation.

Agenda item  2:
Review of gender socialisation research  in the  C aribbean

A n u m b er of experts reviewed the  existing research  on gender
socialisation in the  C aribbean. The m ain p resen te rs  were Dr. B arb ara  Bailey, 
Professor R hoda Reddock and  Ms. Rowena Kalloo.

In her p resen ta tion , Dr. Bailey reviewed gender socialization research  in 
the  C aribbean, reporting on the findings and  m ethodologies employed. She 
observed th a t the  stu d ies  pointed to d istinc t gender identities am ong boys and  
girls. In one study  th a t looked a t gender socialization in Jam aica , B arbados 
and  Dom inica1, boys were reported  a s  being m ore outw ardly d irected in their 
socialization while girls were m ore inw ardly directed. One of the  overriding 
reaso n s for the  inw ardly directed socialization of girls w as the  concern around  
teenage pregnancies. Boys were allowed m ore freedom s; they were found more
often on the  s tree t and  therefore m ore exposed to the  influence of violence.
T oughness w as a  tra it positively associated  w ith m asculin ity . Boys were also 
exposed to m ore violence a s  p u n ish m en t th a n  were girls. On the  o ther hand , 
girls were encouraged to be passive and  to stay  in the  house.

One of the  effects of these  differences in gender identities w as th a t the 
outw ard  direction am ong boys w as in conflict w ith the  behavioural 
requ irem en ts of the  education  system . Dr. Bailey observed th a t the  w orks of 
O dette Parry2 and  M ark Figueroa3 also supported  the  point th a t C aribbean 
m ale gender identity  w as incom patible w ith the  school system  and  good grades.

Physical streng th  w as the  m arker or divider th a t supported  m uch  of the 
perception of the  differences in gender identities. Playfield activity encouraged 
and  reinforced aggression by boys. There were, however, c lass d istinc tions in

1 Bailey,W .C. B ra n c h e , G. M cG arrity  a n d  S. S te w a rt 1996. Fam ily  a n d  G en d e r R e la tio n sh ip s  in  th e  
C a rib b ea n . K ingston . In s t i tu te  of S ocia l a n d  E conom ic R e sea rch , U n iversity  of th e  W est In d ies , M ona.
2 P arry , O : In  O n e  E a r  a n d  O u t th e  O th e r : U n m ask in g  M a scu lin itie s  in  th e  C a rib b e a n  C lassro o m : 
Sociological R e se a rc h  O nline , Vol. 1 No.2. W ebsite: w w w .s o c re s o n lin e .o rg .u k /1 /2 /2 .h tm l
3 F igueroa, M ark. M ale P riv ileging a n d  M ale A cadem ic P e rfo rm a n ce  in  J a m a ic a . P a p e r  p re s e n te d  a t  
S y m p o siu m  on  th e  C o n s tru c tio n  of C a rib b e a n  M ascu lin ity . S t. A u g u stin e : C e n tre  for G en d e r a n d  
D eve lopm en t S tu d ie s , U n iversity  o f W est Ind ies. 1996

http://www.socresonline.org.uk/1/2/2.html
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the  perceptions of gender identities. Middle c lass girls were seen a s  being more 
tim id th a n  girls from inner city or w orking c lass u rb an  environm ents. While 
perceptions of gender identity  were largely sim ilar across a  n u m b er of 
C aribbean  coun tries , there  were som e varia tions in gender roles and  
expectations. An exam ple of th is  w as w here, in D om inica, teach ing  w as seen 
a s  a  m a n ’s job.

O ther findings th a t were brough t ou t by Dr. Bailey in her review of 
research  conducted  in th is  a rea  included:

(a) In the  older age groups, violence w as used  by som e boys and  m en 
a s  an  expression of the ir fru stra tion  over the ir inability to provide m aterial 
possessions. Violence am ong m ales also em erged in com petition, a s  well a s  in 
relation to the  perception of failure on the  p a rt of wom en to provide some 
function, w hether th a t function w as of a  sexual or dom estic na tu re ;

(b) M uch of the  w ork on gender socialisation w as concerned w ith 
violence even w hen the  researchers  did no t specifically raise the  issue;

(c) By age 10, boys began to recognize the  im portance of m asculine 
tra its , and  in th is  context, physical dom inance w as seen a s  an  im portan t 
aspec t of m asculin ity . By age 14, th is  recognition becam e very clear in the 
m inds of the  boys being studied; and

(d) Physical p u n ish m en t w as seen to be the  fa th e r’s role even in 
fam ilies w here the fa ther w as absen t.

Reviewing the  w ork of H yacinth E vans4, Dr. Bailey highlighted th a t boys 
were m ore likely th a n  girls to suffer negative evaluations in school. This w as 
consisten t w ith the  perception th a t an  inw ardly directed socialization tended  to 
be m ore com patible w ith the  school system  and  w ith good school grades. She 
also drew a tten tion  to the  negative effects of stream ing  w hich w as m ore likely 
to affect boys th a n  girls, since m ore boys were likely to be found in the  lower 
stream s. The Evans research  found th a t both  teachers and  s tu d e n ts  had  
stereotyped no tions of the  actions of boys in school. Similarly, boys had  more 
gender-stereotyped no tions th a n  girls of w hat it m ean t to be a  boy and  w hat it 
w as th a t boys were supposed  to do. However, boys in househo lds headed by a  
single m other were m ore likely to engage in child and  house  care, largely 
because  they recognized th a t the ir m other w as perform ing a  nu m b er of roles 
for the ir benefit.

The Evans research  also show ed in the  Jam aican  context th a t the 
reaso n s given for dropping ou t of school were also gendered. Boys interviewed

4 E v an s , H yac in th . G en d e r a n d  A ch ievem en t in  S eco n d a ry  E d u c a tio n  in  J a m a ic a . P la n n in g  In s ti tu te  of 
J a m a ic a , Policy D ev e lo p m en t U nit, W orking  P a p e r  No. 2. 1999
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cited lack of finances and  violence, including school-based violence, a s  the 
m ain  reaso n s for dropping ou t of school. Among girls, pregnancy w as the 
nu m b er one reason  for leaving school w ith lack of finances com ing second.

Professor R hoda Reddock added her review of research  in th is  area, 
pointing to the  fact th a t very little research  on gender socialization and  
dom estic violence had  been done in T rinidad and  Tobago. Pointing to the 
w orks of B arry C hevannes5, Professor Reddock said th a t the  question  of w hat 
were the  expectations of fatherhood w as very im portan t to the  u n d ers tan d in g  of 
the  issu es  of gender socialization and  dom estic violence.

She also pointed to the  w ork of Odette Parry, who used  interactive 
classroom  observation in her research , highlighting the findings of th is  s tudy  
th a t she found to be relevant to the  exercise of delineating a  research  agenda 
aim ed a t identifying the root cau ses  of dom estic violence. Among these  
findings were:

(a) T eachers were very im portan t to identity  form ation in children;

(b) T eachers implied th a t learn ing  English, especially English 
L iterature, w as ‘n e rd ish ’; and

(c) This perception th a t English L iterature w as ‘n e rd ish ’, tended  to be 
p a rt of a  general p a tte rn  of hom ophobia am ong teachers and  w as seen a s  very 
significant to identity  form ation am ong m ales in school.

The expectation of the  ‘m ale b readw inner’ arose very early in schools. 
The research  found th a t there  w as a  perception am ong boys th a t som e girls 
were not willing to en te r re la tionsh ips w ith boys the ir own age in school, 
instead , choosing to engage in re la tionsh ips w ith older m en who were seen as 
being able to provide m ateria l item s for them . The research  advanced th a t 
som e boys therefore responded  to th is  perception by leaving school in order to 
engage in econom ic activity in order to be able to have the  resou rces seen as 
necessary  to rela tionsh ip  form ation.

Professor Reddock also pointed to the  observation of Dr. M ark Figueroa 
th a t ra th e r  th a n  ‘m ale m arg inalisa tion’, it w as the  trad itional privileges enjoyed 
by m en, including the  freedom s, relative lack of discipline and  outw ardly 
directed socialization th a t were now w orking against the ir successfu l 
perform ance in school and  life. She also pointed to the  w ork on m asculin ity  
am ong E ast Ind ians in T rinidad w hich highlighted the  e thn ic-based  
con trad ictions in expectations abou t m asculinity .

5 C h e v an n e s , B arry . L ea rn in g  to  be a  M an: C u ltu re , S o c ia lisa tio n  a n d  G en d e r Id en tity  in  Five C a rib b ea n  
C o m m u n ities . T he U n iversity  o f th e  W est In d ies  P re ss , M ona. 2001 .



5

Ms. Kalloo p resen ted  on the  cam paign by the  T rin idadian  w om en’s 
organization, W orking W omen, on the  Abolition of Corporal P un ishm en t in 
Schools. She noted th a t the  cam paign m ade clear th a t corporal p u n ish m en t 
did not facilitate the  a tta in m en t of educational goals; ra th er, children learned 
th a t corporal pun ishm en t/v io lence  w as a  legitim ate m eans of resolving 
conflicts.

Based on her study  on gender factors in the  classroom  in T rinidad and  
Tobago, w hich used  the  m ethodology of partic ipan t observation, Ms. Kalloo 
reported th a t even w ith the  best of in ten tions, teachers tended  to u se  punitive 
m easu res to control children in the  classroom . These approaches included 
silencing the  voice of the  children a n d /o r  denigrating them . Such approaches 
tended  to produce uncritical and  unim aginative children who were unab le  to 
th in k  for them selves. Children were often not allowed to play and  p u rsu e  
childlike activities, since in the  in te rest of control and  tid iness they were 
pun ished  for sweating.

Ms. Kalloo pointed to the  im portance of m icroclim ate m ethodology in 
u n d ers tan d in g  how children coped in su ch  situations. She explained th a t there 
w as a  strong  correlation betw een academ ic capacity  and  ch ild ren ’s ability to 
cope w ith the  silencing and  denigrating approaches to control in school. In th is  
regard, Ms. Kalloo pointed to w hat she called the “new-age child”. Such  a  child 
she defined a s  typically academ ically strong  and  com ing from an  environm ent 
in w hich he or she had  strong  ideas abou t au tocra tic  system s and  the ir rights.

Ms. Kalloo ended her p resen ta tion  by observing th a t teacher train ing  
needed to facilitate m ore reflection by teachers on the ir c lassroom  behaviour 
and  teach ing  m ethods, and  th a t, generally, schools needed to focus m ore on 
the  in terpersonal re la tionsh ips am ong children and  betw een children and  
teachers, and  less on au tocra tic  disciplining and  control.

Agenda item  3:
D iscussion: Identifying research  needs and  priorities

The p artic ip an ts  d iscussed  possible reaso n s for the  cu rren t 
underach ievem ent of boys w ithin the  educational system , given th a t their 
socialisation p a tte rn s  were not dram atically  different th a n  in the  past. The 
m eeting observed regional initiatives th a t were exploring w hether boys did 
be tter in co-educational schools th a n  in single sex schools.

Ms. Molly W heeler, ou treach  w orker w ith the  T rinidad Rape Crisis 
Society, spoke abou t the  extensive sexual knowledge th a t the  boys and  girls 
possessed  and  the  accepting a ttitu d e  of boys to the  issue  of forced sex. She 
also highlighted the  negative a ttitu d e  of teachers to children who were
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perceived a s  being difficult. Such  a ttitu d es  becam e obvious to s tu d e n ts  and  led 
to rebelliousness and  resen tm en t tow ards the  teachers.

Mr. Gregory Sloane-Seale, of the  Young M en's C hristian  Association 
(YMCA) spoke of the  experiences in dealing w ith hom eless boys and  young 
m en. He explained th a t it took a  lot of discipline and  resou rces to bridge the 
existing gap betw een w here the  young m en were and  w here they w anted  to be. 
According to Mr. Sloane-Seale, gaining the  tru s t  of the  young m en w as the 
m ost challenging ta sk  in achieving the objectives of rehabilitation . There w as 
also a  need for non-m aterial resources, su ch  a s  counselling and  family suppo rt 
services, to ad d ress  the  m any em otional issu es  w ith w hich the  young m en were 
faced.

Mr. Sloane-Seale also spoke of the  YMCA’s experience in recru iting  m ale 
m en to rs to help young m en explore the ir m asculin ity . He explained th a t in the 
tra in ing  of the  tra iners , it w as often discovered th a t the  prospective m entors 
them selves had  no t challenged trad itional no tions of m asculin ity  w hich were 
linked to dom ination and  aggression. He noted the  need for increased  suppo rt 
and  coordination of these  activities from the State.

In response to questions from p artic ip an ts  abou t the  existence of 
d istinguish ing  charac teristics betw een the  young m ales who stayed in the 
program m e and  those who did not, Mr. Sloane-Seale pointed to the  im portan t 
factor of family support. He observed th a t a lthough  poverty w as a  problem  in 
the  lives of all of the  young m en in the  YMCA program m e, those who have had  
successfu l outcom es cam e from supportive families.

In beginning to fram e a  possible research  agenda a round  the  issu es  th a t 
were brough t ou t in the  p resen ta tio n s and  in the  d iscussions, the  need for 
in terventions, s ta rting  in schools and  a t the  prim ary level, w as highly 
recom m ended. R ecom m endations for research  also included the  following:

(a) The con tinued  im portance of the  concept of the  m ale breadw inner 
and  the female n u r tu re r  to issu es  of gender socialization and  dom estic 
violence;

(b) The relative advantages and  d isadvan tages of single sex versu s co­
educational schools for boys and  girls;

(c) The effects of m igration on the  lived realities of children;

(d) H om ophobia and  its rela tionsh ip  to and  im pact on hegem onic 
m ascu lin ities;
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(e) The tailoring of the  education  system  to the  econom ic im peratives 
and  how th is  constra ined  the  identification of career choices am ong young 
people;

(f) The identification of violence a s  a  m ascu line  trait; and

(g) The increasing  com plexities of the  tran sition  from prim ary to 
secondary  school and  the way th a t th is  tran sition  im pacts on children.

Agenda item  4:
Developing an  in tegrated  research  agenda:

Proposals for research  them es

Dr. Bailey reported th a t the  C enter for G ender and  Developm ent S tud ies 
(CGDS) a t the  University of the  W est Indies (UWI), M ona C am pus would be 
em barking  in 2003 on a  project to look a t the  root cau ses  of gender-based  
violence in Jam aica . This project h a s  been funded by the  C anadian  
In ternational Developm ent Agency (CIDA) G ender Equality Program  and  the 
Lima C onsensus arising  ou t of the  Third ECLAC/CDCC M inisterial Meeting on 
W omen in 1999 and  the ECLAC E ighth Regional Conference on W omen 2000.

The activities su rro u n d in g  the  research  include: (a) a  docum entary  
review and  analysis of research  already conducted  in the  a rea  of dom estic 
violence to see w hat w as said abou t the  root cau ses  of violence; and  (b) an  
in stitu tiona l study  on the  way gender socialization con tribu tes to dom estic 
violence. In stitu tions to be reviewed include schools, correctional in stitu tio n s 
and  the  family.

V arious m ethodologies, including m edia con ten t analysis, loosely 
s tru c tu red  interviews, focus group d iscussions and  partic ipan t observation, 
will be u sed  in the  proposed research . Dr. Bailey inform ed p artic ip an ts  th a t a  
m eeting to m ore thoroughly  d iscu ss the  design of the  research  will be held by 
the  m iddle of 2003.

The ECLAC/CDCC represen tative  reported  th a t in response to the 
concerns for be tter u n d e rs tan d in g  of the  cau ses  of violence against wom en as 
well a s  the  growing concern abou t the  issue  of social a lienation am ong young 
m en in the  C aribbean, the  ECLAC/CDCC secre taria t will be undertak ing  
research  on the  socialisation p ractices of juvenile offenders in correctional 
in s titu tio n s in two or th ree  ECLAC/CDCC m em ber S tates.

In looking a t the  linkages betw een gender socialisation and  violence, 
ECLAC/CDCC research  had  show n th a t violence w as gendered in two d istinc t 
w ays - first, violence a s  an  expression of unequal power rela tions betw een m en 
and  wom en and  second, violence a s  an  expression of aggression seen a s  cen tral 
to the  experience of m asculinity .
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She sketched  the  proposed m ethodology for the  research  which, she said, 
would include loosely s tru c tu red  interview s w ith young people in correctional 
in stitu tions, w ith in stitu tiona l caretakers , policy m akers and  guard ians. Focus 
group d iscussions w ith com m unities will also be u n d ertak en  to ascerta in  
perceptions on the  cau ses  of gender-based  violence and  the  perceptions around  
the  opportun ities and  challenges faced by you th  and , in particu lar, young m en. 
T his research  is to be u n d ertak en  in 2003.

The p artic ip an ts  though t th a t the  research  proposed by ECLAC/CDCC 
and  the  CGDS w as tim ely and  of d irect and  im m ediate relevance to the  needs 
of decision m akers, in relation to you th  policy a s  well a s  to the  policy and  
program m atic  w ork on violence in the  C aribbean.

The m eeting agreed th a t both  in s titu tio n s would collaborate closely 
a round  the  developm ent of a  research  m ethodology to look a t policy and  
program m atic  responses to young offenders in two or th ree  coun tries in the 
subregion. In th is  regard, it w as also agreed th a t the  ECLAC/CDCC secre taria t 
would be invited to participate  a t the  round tab le  d iscussion  to be held by the 
CGDS in Ju n e  2003 a t w hich its docum entary  review would be presented .

Agenda item  5:
CIDA/ECLAC Meeting on the  justice system  and  gender-based  violence

The m eeting d iscussed  the proposed agenda for the  ECLAC/CIDA 
Regional Conference on “The Ju s tic e  System  and  G ender-based  Violence” to be 
convened in February  2003. It w as agreed th a t th a t the  focus of the  w orkshop 
would be on the  police responses to gender-based  violence; and  social service 
sup p o rt to the  ju stice  system , w ith p a rticu la r a tten tion  to counselling.

The targeted  p artic ip an ts  would include persons w ith responsibility  for 
im plem enting and  m onitoring policies and  program m es for the  eradication  of 
violence against wom en in the  ju stice  system , nam ely police, social w orkers, 
psychologists, m agistra tes, research ers  and  national m achineries for women.

The p a rtic ip an ts  d iscussed  conference a rrangem en ts and  agreed on the 
roles and  responsib ilities of the  collaborating agencies.

Agenda item  6: Closing

The ECLAC/CDCC secre taria t th an k ed  the  p a rtic ip an ts  for their 
in terven tions and  a tten d an ce  a t the  m eeting.
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Guyana
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E-mail: gemmatn@caricom.org
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Port of Spain 
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University of the West Indies (UWI) Dr. Barbara Bailey
Regional Coordinator
Centre for Gender & Development Studies 
Mona Campus 
Kingston 7 
Jamaica
Tel and fax: 876-927-1913 
Email: bbailey@uwimona.edu.jm

Ms. Michele Davis
Centre for Gender & Development Studies 
Mona Campus 
Kingston 7 
Jamaica
Tel and Fax: (876)-927-1913 
Email: mvdavis@uwimona.edu.jm

Dr. Adele Jones, Lecturer 
Coordinator
Masters in Social Work Programme 
Department of Behavioural Sciences 
St. Augustine Campus 
Trinidad and Tobago 
Telephone: (868) 662-2002 
Facsimile: (868) 663-4948 
Email: ajones@fss.uwi.tt

Professor Rhoda Reddock, Head
Centre for Gender & Development Studies
St. Augustine Campus
Trinidad and Tobago
Telephone: (868) 662-2002 or

645-3232-9 ext. 3573/2533 
E-mail: gender@cgds.uwi.tt or 

rreddock@cgds.uwi.tt

Women Working for Social Progress Ms Rowena Kalloo
Activist
C/o Valsayn Teacher’s College 
Valsayn
Trinidad and Tobago
Telephone: (868) 662-8874
Email: rkalloo@yahoo.com or johnh@tstt.net.tt

mailto:bbailey@uwimona.edu.jm
mailto:mvdavis@uwimona.edu.jm
mailto:ajones@fss.uwi.tt
mailto:gender@cgds.uwi.tt
mailto:rreddock@cgds.uwi.tt
mailto:rkalloo@yahoo.com
mailto:johnh@tstt.net.tt
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Young Men’s Christian Association Mr. Gregory Sloane-Seale
National Youth Outreach Director
Benbow Road
Off Wrightson Road,
Port of Spain
Trinidad and Tobago
Telephone (868) 627-7835 or 754-5034
Facsimile: (868) 627-8764
Email: sloaneseale@,vahoo.com

ECLAC System

Ms. Roberta Clarke, Social Affairs Officer, ECLAC Subregional Headquarters for the 
Caribbean, CHIC Building, 3rd Floor, 63 Park Street, Port of Spain, Trinidad and 
Tobago, Telephone: (868) 623-5595; Facsimile: (868) 623-8485; E-mail:
rclarke@eclacpos.org or registry@eclacpos.org

Ms Asha Kambon, Social Affairs Officer, E-mail: akambon@eclacpos.org 

Ms. Karoline Schmid, Social affairs Officer, kschmid@eclacpos.org

Ms. Lynette Joseph-Brown, Research assistant, lbrown@eclacpos.org

mailto:rclarke@eclacpos.org
mailto:registry@eclacpos.org
mailto:akambon@eclacpos.org
mailto:kschmid@eclacpos.org
mailto:lbrown@eclacpos.org

