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TRAFFIC REGULATION ON THE INTER-AFRICAN HIGHWAY 

Note by the E::ecutive-SecreLary. 

The Executive-Secretary, in document E/CN.12/237, brought 

to the attention of the members of the Economic Commission for 

Latin America thr,  note which he had received from the United 

States Ambassador to the Government of Chile containing the 

pro-)osal of the United States Government that there be added 

to the agenda of the fourth session of the Economic Commission 

for Latin A erica an item entitled "Traffic Regulation on the 

Inter-American Higl'r.ray", together with a Craft resolution 

proposed by th-: United States Government. The Executive-

Secretary in the niesent document brings to the attention of 

the members of the Economic Commission for Latin America 

certain additional information relating to this subject. 

CONVENTION OH ROAD TRAFFIC, GT3NEVA, 1949 

The Convention on Road Traffic, concluded at Geneva in 1949, 

is the most modern and comprehensive of a series of 

internatic.lal -,r_reements regulating international road traffic. 

The first of these agreement was the International Convention 
/for the Circulation 
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for the Circulation of Automobiles, signet:• in Faris in 1()09 and 

ratifiedby si::teen 'Eurouean governments. This was superseded in 

1926 by the International Convention. Relating to Motor Traffic, 

also concluded in Paris. At the same time an accompanying 

convention was concluded, namely The International Convention 

Relating to Road Traffic which contains rules of the road 

applicable to motor and other road users. Whereas the 1909 

Convention had been entirely Eu•ol ean the 1;26 Conventions have a 

world-wide characer. While being ratified by most European 

governments they were also ratified by a number of governments of 

countries in all parts of the world, including those of several 

American countries. MU8, Argentina, Drazil, Chile, Cuba, Lexie°, 

Peru and Uruguay are -oaries to the 1;26 Convention Relating to 

motor Traffic while three dountries, Chile, Cuba, and Uruguay are 

parties to the Convention Relating to Road. Traffic. • 

In addition to these early agreements adopted on a world-wide 

basis, two conventions have been concluded among American countries. 

The first, the Pan American Convention on the Regulation of 

Automotive Traffic, was adopted in '1930 and was linked to the 1926 

Convention on hotor Traffic as it reuired the international 

registration certificate al,d, driving permit ;prescribed 13,,,  that 

Convention for international traffic. It covered much the same 

ground as the 1926 Convention but contained some additional 

provisions. The 130 Convention was ratified by five American 

countries. It was revised in 19/:3 by the Convention on the 
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Regulation of Inter-Ancl'ican Automotive Traffic". The latter is 

a broader and more modern document than the 1 926 and 1930 

Conventions contaihing inter alia limitations on the 3i:a and load 

of vehicles, requireHnts concerning the equipment of vehicles, 

provisions encouraging simlified customs formalities and 

recognition of the carnet de passage  en douane as satisfying the 

requirement of a customs tend for the temporary admission of 

vehcles. The requirement by 'Lie contracting states of an 

international registration document • is optional, national 

registration being adequate by the terms of the Convention. 

Rational (riving licenses, where they e7.:ist, are adequate for 

admission to international traffic unless a state wishes to require 

an international license in addition. The following countries are 

parties to the Convention 	Argentina, Drazil, Chile, Costa Rica, 

Dominican Republic, El Sal-:ador, Guatemala, Honduras, ficaragua, 

Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Untied States of America. 

Inc revision of the 1926 Conventions on a world-wide basis had 

been begun by the Leaue on Rations before the second world war. 

After the war the need was urgently felt for completing the 

establishment of modern i-eLuations which would be uniform on a 

world-wide basis, The Economic and ScCial Council of the United 

Rations accordly, on ide recommendation of its Transport and 

Communications Commission, in resolution 147(VII) of 20 August 

1/ A co,py of the 191 ; Convent ion on the Regulation of Inter-American 
Automotive Traffic is available to each deleation attending the 
fourth session of the :_]conomiic Commission for Latin America. 
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191-3 instructed the Secretary-General: 

"to convene a conference of governments, not later 

than August 1949, with the object of concluding a 

new world-wide Convention on Road and liotor Transport, 

the two world-wide Conventions of 1926, namely: 

a) International Convention relating to Road Traffic; 

b) International Convention relating to motor 

Traffic, and the subsequent Convention of 1931 

on the Ulification of Road Signals, being obsolete. 

The draft test of the Inland Transport Committee of 

the Economic Cocmission for Europe, resulting from 

a study by this Committee, and the text of the 1943 

Convention on the Regulation of Inter-American 

Automotive- Traffic, inter alio, t rill serve as 

worl:ing papers for the Conference". 

The United Nations Conference on Road and ::otor 1'rans-oort met 

at Geneva from 23 August to 19 September 1949. All states 

members of the United Nations at the time of the Conference were 

invited, as well as some states not members. The governments of 

the following American states were represented: .-Drazil, Canada, 

Chile, Dominican Republic, Ecuador Guatemala, ihexico, Nicaragua, 

and the United States of America. Also, the Inter-American 

Federation of Automobile Clubs sent C:'servers. 

The Conference had before it and used as a basis for discussion 

/the draft prepared 
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the draft prepared by the Economic Commission for Europe (ECE) and 

the 1943 Convention on the Regulation of Inter-American Automotive 

Traffic. The ECE draft had itself been based in part on the 1943 

Inter-American Convention. As a result of the discussions the 

Convention on Road Traffic was opened for signature at Geneva on 

19 September 1949. 

Article 30 of the Convention stipulates that the Convention 

"shall terminate and replace, in relations between the Contracting 

States, the International Convention relative to Jiotor Traffic and 

the International Convention relative to Road Traffic signed at 

Paris on 24 April 1926, and the Convention on the Regulation of 

Inter-American Automotive Traffic opened for signature at 

Washington on 19 December 1943". 

In accordance with the Final Act of the Conference the 

Secretary-General of the United Nations established an authoritative 

Spanish translation of the Convention and added it to the English 

and French texts when transmitting certified copies to all 

Governments invited to the Conference on Road and. Motor Transport. 

An edition of the Convention has also been published containing the 

text in the three languages side by side. This published editionl/ 

as well as the certified copies of the text of the Convention have 

been distributed to all the governments invited to the United 

Nations Conference on Road and Notor Transport. An additional 

copy is being made available to each of the Delegations attending 

1/ United Nations Publications Sales No.: 1950.V111.2. 
/the fourth 
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the fourth session of ECLA. 

The Economic and Social Council, in,its resolution 298 I(XI) 

drew "the attention of governments which were invited to attend 

the United Nations Conference on Road and llotor•Transport to the 

desirability of ratifying the Convention on Road Traffic at an 

early. date". The Convention has been ratified so far by three 

countries, namely Czechoslovakia, France, and the United States 

of America. It will come into force when five countries have 

ratified. it. 

Provisions of the Convention. The Convention and its annexes 

cover in greater or lesser detail a considerable number of the 

points requiring regulation in order to facilitate international 

road traffic, among them provisions concerning the temporary 

importation of vehicles, documents and technical conditions for 

vehicles and drivers in international traffic, rules of the road, 

and some general provisions concerning road signs and signals. 

The Convention provides for the, temporary importation of vehicle 

on the basis of a customs document, for example a carnet de  

passage en douane, issued by an international organization, thus 

eliminating the need for a bond or other customs guarantee. It 

envisages that further simplification of customs and other frontierl  

formalities may be undertaken by international agreement. 

As regards registration documents for vehicles, the Convention 

requires that a vehicle in international traffic must be registered 

in a State Party to the Convention and provides for reciprocal 
/recognition 
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recognition by the Contracting States of registration documents 

issued by the authorities in the other Contracting States, thus 

eliminating the international registration document required in 

the 1926 Convention, and carrying further the liberalization 

envisaged in the 1943 Inter-American Convention. 

Other conditions prescribed by the Convention for motor 

vehicles in international traffic include the mechanical safety 

and equipment of the vehicles, with particularly detailed 

provisions respecting- brakes and lights. 

The conditions for drivers include a minimum age of, 18 and 

PQssession of a driving permit issued; 	proof of competence 

by the authorities of a State Party to the Convention. The 

provisions with respect to national versus international drivers 

permits follow the same lines as the 1943 Inter-American 

Convention. 

In case of drivers coming from countries which do not issue 

national permits or may even require an international in addition 

to a national permit. The Convention, in annexes 9 and 10, 

contains model national and international driving permits. 

The rules of the road regulate such matters as the conduct of 

ro-d users, numbeis of (7::.L'2:1; renuired for vehicles, animals and 

convoys, traffic proceeding in' the same direction, control of 

vehicles, meeting and overtaking, parking, precautions concerning 

the loading of vehicles, the showing of lights by vehicles. 

The Convention also contains a few very general provisions with 

/respect to 
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Unification of PriVate Law in Rome. Since the war the problem 

has been studied on the European regional level by the ECE Inland 

Transport Committee. The Committee has decided in view of the 

great differeaciwgin national systems of liability in Europe to 

leave aside fe.r the time being the question of international 

unification of legislation •on this subject. As regards insurance 

the Committee has prepared an international scheme for the 

recognition by the country visited of insurance policies issued 

to visiting motorists outside that country, with a uniform 

insurance document to facilitate this arrangement. This scheme has 

not come into effect up to now, as a new proposal is under 

consideration for a still morn liberal recognition of foreign 

insurance policies. 

From the information available it aenms that compulsory 

insurancn of motorists is not in general use in American countries. 

The que5tion of insurance was discussed at the Third 

Inter-American Travel Congress which adopted a resolution 

recommending that automobile and touriRg associations take up with 

the insurance companies of the various countries the matter of 

making policies valid for automobiles touring outside the local 

area of jurisdiction of the cnmpanies and that the latter sign 

agreements extending this benefit reciprocally and at a reasonable 

cost. 

Commercial Road Transport. The international transport of 

passengers 
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passengers and goods by road presents•a'complex- df'speOial 

problems, including the authorization of such traffic by the 

governments of the countries concerned, customs, fiscal charges, 

road transport contract. Since the possibilities of international 

circulation of commercial vehicles are limited by the nature of 

the vehicle to a group of contiguous countries, the solution of 

these problems appears to be a regional matter for the group of 

countries concerned, The principal efforts to deal with such 

problems on a regional basis have until now been made in Europe. 

A conference of European countries held under the auspices of the 

League of Nations in 1931 attempted unsuccessfully to conclude 

a Convention on Commercial Road Traffic which would have covered 

questions of transit, customs;  and taxation. Since the second 

world war these problems have been taken up separately with more 

success by the Inland Transport Committee of the ECE. 

As regards the authorization of services, multilateral 

temporary agreements among a number of European countries have 

been concluded under the auspicies of the ECE, lifting some 

restrictions on the freedom of the road. In the meantime the ECE 

is studying the establishment of a more permanent regime for 

international commercial road transport in Europe. 

As regards customs formalities the ECE, as indicated above, 

has prepared draft international customs conventions on 

commercial road vehicles and on the transport of golds by road 

/and these 
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and these conventions are being provisionally applied among a 

number of countries. They provide for the facilitation of 

commercial road traffic through the recognition of international 

customs documents and the sealing of goods vehicles in transit. 

The ECE has also been studying the problem of fiscal charges 

levied on commercial road vehicles in international traffic. As 

the problem is complex the Inland Transport Committee has 

Recommended that Governments conclude Bilateral agreements on the 

subject until a general agreement could be concluded. The 

question of such a general agreement is under examination. 

The ECE Inland Transport Committee, in collaboration with a 

committee representing the International Chamber  of Commerce, the 

International Road Union, and the International Institute for the 

Unification of Private Law, is also drafting a standard road 

transport contract and waybill. 
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