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TRAFFIC REGULATION ON THE INTER-AIERICAN IIIGHWAY

Note by the Executive-Secretary

The Rxecutive-Secretary, in document E/CN,12/237, brought
to the attention of the members of the Fconoumic Commission for.
Latin America the note which he had received from the United
States Ambassador to the Government of Chile contalning the
pronosal of the United States Government that there be added
to the agenda of the fourth session of the Economic Commission

. for Latin America an item entitled "Traffic Regulation on the
Inter-Anerican Ilighway”, together with a Craft resolution |
pronosed by tlhn United States Government., The Executive-
Secretary in the nresent document brings to the attention of
the merbers of the Iconomic Commission for Latin Awmerica

certain additional information relating to this subject,

CONVENTION OIT ROAD TRAFFICQ GENEVA, 1949
The Convention on Road Traffic, concluded at Geneva in 1949,
is the wost modern and comprehensive of a series of
internaticnal ~greements regulating international road traffice.

The first of thece arreenent~ was the International Convention
/for the Circulation
B/Cl,12/238
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for the Circulation of Automdbiiés,'signedffﬁrpafiéiin 1909:@5@
ratified by sixteen Euronean governments, This was superseded in
026 by the International Convention Relating to Lotor Traffic,

also concluded in Paris. At the sane time an accompéhying’?b
convention was concluded, namely The Internafional Cbnvention
Relating to ﬁoad‘Traffic'whigh containg rules of the road
applicable to motbf ahdnbfher rdad usefs.:'Whereas the 1209
Convention had been entirely European the 1926 Conventions have a
world-wide characier. ~While belns ratifled by most BEuropean
goverhﬁehts they were also ratified by a nunbter of.governmepts of
countries in‘all parts of the world, including those of several
Anericar countriés. Thus, Argentira, Brazil, Chlle, Cuba, lexico,
Pérﬁ'aﬁd'Uruguay are pnartles to the 1926 Convention Relating to
liotor Traffic while three countiies, Chile, Cuba, and Uruguay are
parties to the Convention Relating to Road Traffic,

Tn aGdéition to these early agreements acdobted on a world-wide

basis, two conventions have been concluded among American countries.
] N

The firsf5 the Pan American Convention on. the Regulation of
Automotive Traffic, was adopted in 1930 and was linked to the 1926
Convention on ﬁotor Traffic as it required he international
registration.éert* ricate and uerlﬂ” neriiit »nrescribed by that
Convention for interna t101a7 Ltrafiric. ‘It.COVefed rmuch the same
~ground as the 1926 Convemtion.but conﬁéined some additional
provisions. The 1930 Convention vas ratified bj five'Americah
countries., = It waS'reviseﬂ in 1¢h3 by the Convention on fhe

/Regulation of




Reculation of Inter-Ancrican Automotive Traffics’/. The latter is

han the 1926 and 1930

ot
( 1

a broader and more uwodern documend

—
n
@]
=
s
)
[}
|6}
',-] -
]
(0]
8%}
[
[of
l....J
G
&V
Q

Conventlons containing inter al;ﬂ linitatio

-

of venicles, requirercris concerning the a

LOqulOPS encouvies

recognition of the carnet e passage en douane as satisfying the
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requirement of o custors Tond for the Lenporary admission of
vehicles., The requirement by the conﬁracting states of an
international registraticr docunent is opticnal, national
acequote by the terms of the Convention.
Hational Criving licenses, where they exist, are o

adriicelon te internstional traffic unless a state vishes to reqguire
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ir addivion. The LOllOWlig countries are
parties to the Convention: Argentina, Drazil, Chile, Costa Rica,
Dominican Republlc, E1 Salvador, Gtate:éla, Iohduras, Idcaragua,

Panome, Paraguar, Peru, Tnnlted States of Anerica

The revisgion of the 1926 Convenitions on o world-wide basis had

been tegun by the Leasue of Nations before the second world var.

]

After the war the need was uvrgently felt for cotnleting the
establishuent of nodern re vlstions wiieh would he uniform on a
vorld-uide Tbasic. Yhe Rcoronic and Scéial Council of the

T A8 T A e LS P v e e e N B T e i 4t gy o e O,
sovions accorcingly, on thw reconnendation of its Transhort and

Cormmunicrtions Commlssion, in regolution 472 (VII) of 20 August 2 4

. T . » Ra
L/ A copy of the 1¢43 Coivention on the Regulation of Inter-American
Autowmotive Trarfic i ﬂvv““:ple Lo ea ¢y deleration attending the
fourth session ol the Iconomic Corrission for Lotin AUeTlCu.

/1040 dnstructed
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1945 instructed‘thé Secretary—Generél:

"to convene a conference of governments, not later

than August 1949, with the object of concluding a |

new world-wide Convention on Road and lotor Transport,

the two vorld-wide Conventions of 1920, namely:‘

a) International»Cohventioh relating to Road Traffic;

b) International Convention relating to liotor
Traffic, and the suksequent Convention of 1931
on the U:ification of Road Signals, being obsolete,

- The draft test of the Inland Transport Committee of

the Economic Commission for Europe, resulting from
a study by this Committee, and the text‘of the‘19ﬁ3

Convention on the Rezulation of Inter-Anerican

Automotive- Traffic, inter alia, will servé as
voriiing papers for the Conference",

The Uﬂited N;tions Conference on Road and in.otor Transnort met
at Geneva from 23 August to 19 September 1949, All states
members of the United Uations at the time of the Conference were
invited, as Well as some gtates not wmembers., The governments of
the following American states were represented: Drazil, Canada,
Chile, Dominican Rebublic, Ecuador, Guatemala, liexico, Nicaragua,
and the United States of America. Also, the Inter-Anerican
Federation of Autoﬂobile Clubs sent otservers,

The Confarence had before it and used as a hasis for discussion

the draft prepared
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the draft prepared by the Economic Commission for Europe (ECE) and
the 1943 Convention on the: Regulation of Inter-American Automotive -
Traffic, The ECE draft had itself been based in part on the 1943 -
Inter-American Convention, As a result of the discussions the
Convention on Road Traffic was opened for signature at Geneva on

1% September 1949,

Article 30 of the Convention stipulates that the Convention
"shall terminate and replace, in relations between the Contracting
States, the International Convention relative to liotor Traffic and
the International Convention relative to Road Traffic signed at
Paris on 24 April 1926, and the Convention on the Regulation of
Inter-American Automotive Traffic opened for signature at |
Washington on 19 December 1943'",

In accordance with the Final Act of the Conference the
Secretary-General of the United Nations established an authoritative
Spanish translation of the Convention and added it to the English
and French texts when transmitting certified copies to all
Governments invited to the Conference on Road and Motor Transport.
An edition of the Convention_has also bgen published conﬁaining the
text in the three languages side by side. This published editionk/

-as well as the certified copies of the text of the Convention have
been distributed to all the governments invited to the United
Nations Conference on Road and liotor Transport. An additional

copy 1s being made available to each of the Delegations attending

1/ United Nations Publications Sales No.: 1950,VIII.Z2.
/the fourth
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the fourth session of ECLA.
The Economic and Social Council, in.its résolution 298 I(XI)
drew "the attention of governments which were invited to attend

the United Nations Conference on Road and MotorxTransport to the

desirability of ratifying the Convention on Road Traffic at’an
early date". The Convention has been ratified so far by three =
countries, namely Czechoslovakia, France, and the United States
of America. It will come into force when five ‘countries have
ratified 1it.

Provisions of the Convention. ThefConventionfand'its'annexes

cover in greater or lesser detail a’considerable number of the =

points requiring regulation in order to facilltate international

road traffic, among them provisions concerning thé temporary N
importation of vehicles, documents and technical conditions for

vehicles and drivers in international traffic, rules of the road,

and some general provisions concerning road signs and signals.
The Convention provides for the temporary importation of “vehicle

on the basis of a customs document, for example a carnet de

passage en douane, lssued by an international organization, thus ~
éliminating the need for a bond or other customs guarantee. It
envisages that further simplification of customs and other frontier
formalities may be undertaken by internatiqnal'agreement;

As regards registratibn docunments for vehicles, the Convention
requires that a vehicle in international traffic must be registered

in a State Party to the Convention and provides for reciprocal

/recognition
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recognition by the Contracting States of registration documents
issued by the authorities in the other Contracting States, thus
eliminating the international registration document required in
the 1926 Convention, and carrying further the liberalization
envisaged in the 1943 Inter-American Convention.

Other conditions prescribed by the Convention for motor
vehicles in international traffic include the mechanical safety
and equipment of ‘the vehicles, with particularly detailed
provisions respecting bhrakes and lights.

The conditions for drivers include a minimum age of 18 and

pqossession of a driving permit 1ssued after proof of competence

bv the authorwtles of a State Party to the Convention. The
prov1s1ons w1th respect to national versus 1nternat10nal drlvers'
permlts follow the same llnes as the 1943 Inter-Amerlcan | )
Conventlon. | | | | . o -

o In case of drlvers comlnc from countrles whlch do not issue

natlonal permlts or may even lequlre an 1nternatlonal in eddltlon

to a natlonal permlt ~ The Conventlon, 1n annexes 9 and’ lO

contalns model natlonal and 1nternat10nal dr1v1ng permlts.

The rules of the road regulate such matters as the conduct of

rond users, numbels of -¢» _wgrs reOLlred for- vehicles, animals and

convoys, trafflc proceedlng in’ the same dlrectlon, control of
'vehlcles, meetlng and overtaklng, parklng, precautlons concernlng
the loadlng of vehlcles, the show1ng of llghts by vehlcles. {

“‘The Gonvention also contains a few very general provisions with

/respect to
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Unification of Prifate Law in Rome., Since the war the problem

has been studied en the European regional level by the ECE Inland
Transport Committee. The Committee has decided in view of the
great differences in national systems of liabllity in Europe to
leave aside fer the time being the question of international
unification of legislation en this subject. As regards insurance
the Cemmittee has prepared an international scheme for the
recognition by the country visited of insurance policies issued
to visiting motorists outside that country, with a uniform
insurance decument to facilitate th;s arrangement. This scheme has
not come into effect up to nsw, as a new proposal 1ls under
‘consideration for a still mora liberal reeognition uf foreign
{nsurance policies,

From the information avallabla it seoms that cempulsory
insuranca of metorists is nnt in general use in American countries.
The questien of insurance was discussed at the Third
Inter-American Travel Congress which adopted a resolutien
recommending that automobile and teuring associations take up with
the insuranee companies of the various countries the matter of
making policies valid for autemobiles. touring outside the local
area of jurisdiction nf the ceampanies and that the latter sign
agreements extending thls benefit reciprocally and at a reasonable
coste

Commercial Road Transpoart. The international transport of

passengers
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passengers and goods by road presents a complex of special
problems, including the authorization of such traffic by the

-

governments of the countries concerned, custdms; fiscal charges,
road transport contract., Since the possibilities of international‘w)
eirculation of commercial vehicles are limited by the nature of
the vehicle to a group of contiguouc countries, the solution of
these problems appears to be a regional matter for the group of
countries concerned. The principal efforts to deal with such
problems on a regional basis have until now been made in Europe.
A conference of Furopean countrles held under the auspices of the
League of Nations in 1931 attempted unsucceesfully to conelude
a Conventioh on Commercial Reed Traffic which would have covered
questions of transit, customs, and taxation. Since the second
world war these problems have been taken up separately with more
succees by the Inland Transpnrt Coimittee of the ECE. |

As regards the authorization of services, multilateral
temporary agreements among ebnumber of European countries have

been concluded under the auspicies of the ECE, lifting some

restrictions on the freedom of the road. In the meantime the ECE

is studying the establishment of a mcre permanent regime for -
international commercial road transpcrt in Furope.
As regards customs formalities the ECE, as indicated above,
has prepared draft international customs conventions on
commercial road vehicles and on the transport of gesds by road --

/and these
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and these conventions are being provisionally applied among a
number of countries. They provide for the facilitation of -
commercial road traffic through the recognition of international
customs documents and the sealing of goods vehicles in transit.

The ECE has also been studying the problem.of fiscal charges
levied on commercial road vehicles in international traffic. As
the problem is complex the Inland Transport Committee has
Recommended that Governments conclude Bilateral agreements on the
subject until a general'agreement could be concluded. The
qgeétion of such a general agreement is under examination.

The ECE Inland Transport Committee, in collaboration with a
committee representing the International Chambe, of Commerce, the
International Road Union, and the International Institute for the
Unification of Private Law, 1s also drafting a standard road

transport contract and waybill,

oy o o
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