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Chile is one of the Latin American\countries whose participation
in the activities of the United Nations has been mcst extensive and
steadfast, Ever sincc the San Francisco Conference initiatives taken by
Chile have been decisive in the formulation and execution of new activities
in the service of the world orgenization, The interest dnd feith which
the people and Government of Chile have displeyed in the greatest enterprise
cf cc-cperation and juridical relotionships of modern times is further
evidenced by thelr participation in the activities of international
institutions in Santiago and in thc work being done abroad with the
co~operation of Chilean nationcls,

The functions of the United Notions and its specialized agencies in
Chile have been steadily increacing since the estcblishment of the Economic
Cormission for Latin America in Santingo in 1948, The FAO Regicnal Office
for Latin America has also been establishod in Santiogo and in the same
city various regional courses are being given under the ‘sponsorship of the
United Notions end the specialized agencies: the Economic Development
Training Programme, the Regional Centre for Demographic Training and Research
in Letin America, the Latin American Faculty of Social Sciences and the
Inter<ismeriean Centre for Biostatistics. l

Chilean support of United Netions activities has alsc been demonstrated
in the Chilean Governmcnt'!s decision to donate the land and other facilities
required for the construction of a United Nations building in Santiago
which will housc ECLA, the office of the Technical Assistance Board, FAO,
UNICEF and other institutions connccted with the United Nations,

The Gevernments of States members of ECLA are fully aware of the work
which the United Naticns has been doing in recent years throughout Latin
America and more perticularly in Chile. Apart from the Commission's
ammual reports in which the sceretoriat's work is set out in detail, the
Corriission has been informed of the assistance rendered by TAO in the
region in the docunents subnitted at each session, This also applies to
the work of the speecialized agencics, not only because of its close connexion,

in specific pregrammes and projects, with the activities of the secretariat,

/ but also
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but also because of the information which each of these agencies submits
‘periodically to its nenber Governments, It would therefore be redundant
to go into these activities in detail, and it was deemed preferable to
confine the bresent note to the dctivities‘being wndertaken in 1960 and,
morc particularly, to those which will derive - if the Commiséion S0
decides -~ frcn the economic and social consequences for Chile of the
cataclysn which has recently befallen it,

Services in
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Services in 1960

The United Neotions Téchnical Assistance Programme in_l960, formulated
b7 the Chilean Government, includes 47 ihtefnational experts from six
poriicipating organizations, Nearly all the projects are related to Chile's
principal economic development programmes, such as the Economic Development
Plan drawn up by the Development Corporation (Sfﬁjﬁﬁﬁsgfkli%if@@?ﬁﬁphgﬁrlén
Produccidn - CORFO) for the decade 1960-70, which covers the following aspects:
industry, agriculture, mining, transport, energy, public works and
conmunications, and the extensive Government campaign designed to check
inflation and promote economic develcpment and administrative reorganization,

The United Nations Bureau of Twchnical assistance Operations has sent
experts in plastics, transport, enersy and fuel economy, mining economy,
public administration, railways, pcris end coastal shipping.

Eight experts from the International Lebour Organisation are teking
part in an extensive programme for the vocational training of skilled
workers in the construction and clothing industries, which is being carried
out in collaboration with the Government programmes for the revival of these
industries and as a first step in the implementation of a vast nation-wide
vocsticasl training programme which began in 1960,

FAO is continuing to cc=operate in land and water utilization,
drainage, soil classification, utilizatiocn of brackish soils and improvement
of productivity and farming méthods. There are experts in plant production
and protection, production of sunflower-seed oil, fruit-growing, plant
diseases, sind thz storege and/transport of fruit for export. As regards
animal husbandry, an expert is concerned with improving cattle and sheep
strains and has done important work in Chilean Patagonia in addition to
preparing an improvement scheme for Easter Island, Another expert is
working on dairy plants. An adviser on agronomy is helping to co-ordinate
egricultural technical services and to integrate them with over-all economic
development programmes, A4 statistics expert has collaborated in the 1960

/agricultural census.
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agricultural census, With respect to fisheries, a technological expert

is advising this industry on ways and means of raising output quality.
Resezrch on whale biology is also progressing,and an expert on the marketing
of fisheries products is co..operating with the Chilean authorities in order
to boost exports, As regerds forest products, there is one expert engaged
in forest control and development and another in the marketing of timber,
Lastly, a nutrition specialist is advising on the production of dehydrated
foods and is studying cxisting food industrices,

UNESCO technical assistance hes been concentrated in 1960 in various
Chilcan universities in accordance with the aim of improving and
reorganizing studics and scicntific research through the medium of institutes
in the basic disciplincs of physics, chemistry, mathematics and biology. A
woman consultant on educational methods and examination and test systems
continues to ccllaborate with the University cf Chile and the Institute

for Educttional Rescarch (Instituto de Investigaciones Pedagdgicas). A

specialist in theorctical physics and an clectronics expert will be working

with th: Universitics of Chile and Concepcidén and the Universidad Catdlica,

and a specialist on the methodology of scientific information will help
in the recorganization of their institutes which was already begun very
successfully by the University of Concepeidn in 1959 with the assistance
of UNESCO, FExperts in industrial chemistry and biology have already taken
an active part in this reorgonization,

The International Atomic Energy Agency has also assigned an expert
to collaborate with the Universitices of Chilc and Concepcidn and the
Universidad Catélica in radiochemical studies in order to assist in guiding
the physics institutes and facultics with work progrormes involving
radicisotopes during the early days of their existence,

The International Bank for Reconstfuction and Development has often
rmentioned Chile as an outstanding example of the proper application of

internnotional credit, This is true of the loans granted for the production

‘ /of paper
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of paper, a commodity which Chile was finally in a position to export
from 1958 onwdrds, The eight loens which have been givén to Chile against

a Government guarantee ond with the technical participation of CORFO
 amounted to 106,600,000 dollars between 1948 and 1959,

In addition, the Bank sent a special:techniéal assistonce nission
which, together with FAO, subnitted to the Government a.surVey'of Chile's
agricultural economy, intended to promote its modernization and improvenment,
which was used as a begsis for the Agriculture and Transpbrt Development

Plan (Plan de Desarrollo Agricola v de Transportes) ‘that is being carried

out ot rpresent,

The International Mon:tary Fund hes co-opercted in the policy of
monetory and excheonge stabilization lounched by the Government and has
placed a consultant at the dispesal of the Central Bank,

In 1959, the Interncticnal Finence Corporation invested 1,500,000
dollars in the Chilean firm Coernzzi - one of the'largest manufacturers of
farinaceous products in the world - for the expansion of plant, replacement
of eguipment and silos, etc,, and one million dollars in a new cement plant,

to be built at Huachipato near the Compafila de Acero del Pacifico, which

will have an initial capacity of 132,000 tons of Portland cement, A
furthcr 900,000 dnllars will be invested by the Corporation in the Erpresa
Mirora ce Mantos Blancos for its copper refinery and Sméiter at Antofagasta
in the north of Chile., This sum was in addition to tﬁe 2,200,000 dollars
already authorized by the Corporation in 1957. | |

The interest displayced by the Chilean authorities and people in the
Special Fund and Tcchnical Assistance was appreciated by the directors of
these two services when they visited Santiago in 1959, Chile has signed
the agreement with the Special Fund,which has already appreved two of
its applications: onc for o geological and mining research programme in
the northern provinees; and the other for the expansion and improvement
of the networkvof hydrometric and metecrolegical strtions throughout the
country, as a basis for clectrification, irrigation and meteorological
scrvices, Chile has already prepared, or is in process of preparing,

other projects on timber industrialization, the developrient of technological

/instruction in
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instruction in the University of Concepcién and the evaluation of its
fisheries resources through oceanographic research, the training of
fisherren, markct studies and the development of the fisheries industry as a
whole, .

International services and the disaster

The Chilean Government had been devoting its attention, manpcwer and
financial resources to the numerous development activities mentioned earlier,
in which internctional experts are eo-operating, as part of the mester
plan for Chile's over-cll development, when the country was subjected to
the most phenomenal wave of scismic uphecvals recorded in America during
the present century, Althourh cne mnth has passed, this cataclysm has
apparently not yct spent itsclf, Waun the President of the Republie, in
his .opening address to Congrcss on 21 May, referred to his policy of
econoric stabilization and the channelling of the country's rescurces towards
o decent stondard of living for the people, and announced that the
Development Corporation had completed its ten=<year economic development plan
for the period 1960-1970, he had to precede his entire statement with a
description of the havoe  that the earthquake had wrought that very morning.

Without losing its composure, time or rescurces, Chile faced the
catastrophe with fortitude and with plans of action designed to overcome
the disaster by a tremendous effort in which the domage caused by the
cataclysn (estimoted at over 500 million dollars, including the amount
needed for the rebuilding of at least 100,000 dwellings for 500,000 persons )
has not been allowed to delay any of the plans developed earlier. On the
contrary, an attempt is being made to deal with the present situation
by deeiding . what aspects of reconstruction can provide an opportunity .
not for a return tn the status quo but for more rapid progress, as has
happened in other continents, The Chilcan Governnent has wished to channel
the willing co-operation denonstrated by other countries in this direction

and has urged the international institutions not to alter the projects

/it has
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it has submitted to the Specialenited Nzations Fund., Moreover, it has
instructed the Development Corporation to co=ordinate international B~
assistance throurh a working comrdttee, whose members include the Executive
Secretary of ECLa, whom the Secretary-General has appointed as his special
repregentotive for that purpose, the Regional Director of FAO, the Resident
Representative of the Technical assistance Board and of the Special Fund,
the local representetive of UNICEF, the local representative of OAS and

the Director of the Unitod States Operntions Mission, together with the
planning departrents of CORFO, the co-ordin~ting agency for the work

of mény national institutions, As soon as circumstances permitted, the
secretorict of the Commissicn approcc.cd the Chilean authorities to find
out the best way in whrich it zould co-cpernte most effoctively forthwith
in order'to aid the southern provinces, tAt the same time it comrmnicated
to the Sedretary_Goneral 2} preliminzry repert on the extent of the disaster
and the losses sustained., The cxchanze of comrmmicetions with Headquarters
led to the decision to osk the Cheirman of the Cormission and the
Governments of its member States whether they agreed to the convening of

an emerzoncy session of the Comiittee of the Whole of the Commission to

be held in New York for the purpose of considering what measures of
intcrnaticnal coeoperation might be adepted in view of the disaster which
had befallen Chile, Repliecs were received irmediately and were unanimously
in favour of the session, The Exccutive Secretary thercupon issued the
relevant inviteotions,

No soconer had the disaster occurred than United Nations experts
offered their éervices in the various institutions to which they were
attached, United Nations specialists in transport co-ordination, railways
and telecorrunicaticns, and FAO experts in various agfiéulturgl and
livestock branches, wvolcanic soils and other Spbjects co-operated in
assessing the damage susteined and in the forrmulation of rehabilitation
and development plans, including thosc aspcects of administration, organization
and riethod that the work ahead would require the various official bodics

to undertake, Of particuler significonce was the presence in Chile of

/the ILO
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the ILO rission on the intensive trcining of skilled workers in the
building industry. Projcects were immediatcly outlined for new training
courses in masonry, carpentry, plumbing dnd plastering, which will

begin in Scptermber 1960 in Concepeidn and later in Valdivia, The intention
is teo have threec-month training courses for groups of 150 skilled workers
whose improved methods will be reflected in a2 higher output and better
quality of housing, the sorest need of the stricken area, CORFO, CORVI

and the Chilcan Chamber of Construction are co-operating with the

Ministry of Labour and the University of Concepcidn in preparing these
plans, An expert in the training »f industrinl workers sent by ILO
arrived on 19 Junc and procc.ded to Concepeifn, where he will remain this
year and next togetheor with the cthor ILO instructcrs acting as consultants
in training prosrommes for workers in the steel, cozl, and pulp and

paper industries and in the harbour installntions of Talcahuano, all of
then vital to the Concepeidn arca which is highly industrialized and has
suffcered severely from the disaster,

Morcover, the United Nations Bureau of Technical Assistance Operations
has announces that it is sending experts in soil nmechanics and the
rcinforeing of bulldings in subsiding areas, requested by the Government
as o :atter of urgency. FAO has responded favourably to CORFO's request
Ior portable saws to speed up the production of lumber for housing. UNESCO,
which sent the Deputy Dircctor of the Regional Centre in the Western
Hemisphere, is discussing with local universities, colleges and schools
the possibility of providing thc eguipment and teachers needed to put
laboratories, installations and training workshops into operotion again,

UNICEF, in consultation with WHO, has recormended the allecation of
275,000 dollars for equipnent to prevent epidemics and rcstore the publie
health and envircnmental sanitation services disrupted by the earthquakes
and tidal waves,

ECLA and every other United Nations bedy placed all their experts
in Chile at the Governnment's disposal, ond the Executive Secrctary tock

an active part in the co-crdination meetings of CORFO,

/A1l the
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All the projects presentel have beon pooled in a blanket
erergeney request for 1960-62 submitted to the United Nations and brought
to the atténfion of the oxtroordinary session of the ECLA Committee of:
the ¥Whole which h's been called at the instigation of the Sccretdry-General
of fhe Unived Nations to discuss aid to Chile, a country which

sees in technical assistance a possibility of transforming the tragedy of

o+

he disaster into a starting-point for a shortcut along the road to over-all
development with the help of the United Nations, whose resources Chile

has swmoned in its faith and confidence in internaticnal co-operation.

From the forcgoins consit rrtions, as well ns from the conclusions
recached by the Governrment of Chile in its report on the situation in the
south of the countdy ~nd on the riconstruction prograrme in course of
preparation (E/CH,12/AC.46/2), it is cleorly necessary for the United Nations
and its speecialized agencics to nake a special effcert to provide technical
assistance, In view of the econcmic and social reopercussions of the disaster
that hos befallen a third of Chile's cntire territory and of its general

Iy

ffocts on Chille's situation as a whole, the secrctariat considers it

©

esscnticl that an effort of the magnitude described above must be made,
Without cntering into deteils of the emergency programme of technical
assistance for Chile in 1960-62 - deteils which it will be incumbent upon
the relevant tochnical orgonizations to take care of and to analyse - the
secrctarint considers it to be of primary importance that the Committee of
the Whole should mnke o thoroush study of the programme in guestion and
adopt whatever rcecormendations it may deem nccessary for consideration of

the mattor by the Economic and Social Council at its forthcoming session,



