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BACKBROUND NOVE 7O
CARIBBEAN COUMCEL FOR SCIEWNCE AND TECHNOLOGY

The decision of the Caribbean Develornent and Co-orerstion
Committee (CICC) at its Second Session in Santo Domingoy March 1977y
that the Secretariazt should work towsrds the establishment af 2

Caribbean Council for Science and Technolosw (CCST)» was further
endorsed and desidnated 3 priority action at the Third Session of the

CODCC in Pelizer April 1978, The Secretariat’s activities in carruing
gut this mandate surrorted throushout bu the United Nations
Educationale Scientifiec and Cultural Drdaznization (UNESCO)s resached
its culmination with the adortion and sidnind of the Statutes of the
CC8T at Kindston on 17 Arrily 1980,

Rerresentatives of eleven rarticirating countries of the CICC
sidned the Statutes in the three working landuages - Englishs French
and Seanish - thereby setting the stadge for pursuing the next sters
of orerationalising the Council:. The sidnatory countries were Belizer
Cubar Dominicas Dominican Republics Grenadss Guuwanar Haitis» Jemaicar
Netherlands Antilless Surinamer Trinidad and Tebago., By Audust 1980,
instruments of ratificastion hsd been derosited by Guuana and Trinidad
and Tobado. The Statutes provide that accertance or ratification by
gt least six member countries are needed to rermit convening of the
first redular session of the CCST, '

The CEST is distinctive in that it is a srecific definition of an
orerational mechanism for co-operation and mutual assistance that
briddes the landuage and cultursl differences that constitute the
Caribbean.

It incorrorates features designed to strendgthen the national

carsbilities of the particirants in the drive towards higher levels of
self-reliance in the Caribbean. Its orientation is to maximize the
role of the national institutionss so0 as to realise the fullest
utilization of Caribbesn exrertise and to ensure that resional co-
oreration activities accord to the ericrities of the earticiraling
countries,

L

Most important of 3lly the erovisions of the Statutes accord with
the dictum of the CDCC that co-oreration zctivities should observe the
Fsrincirles of sovereigntey self determinationy national inderendencer

mutual benefity solidarity sand non-discrimination on 3eccount of |

differing socialy eolitical and scononic sustiems. It is sgainst this

backdground that the countries will co-oreraie in the mutwal itransfer

of technolody and of {echnolodicsl and scientific knowledger in order
to facilitate the adastation of imported technolodwy and the
develorment of domestic technolediesy and to increase the bargaining
sower of the Caribbean countries in ererstions involving countries
outside the aresz on these matiers.



The CCST is an entirely Caribbean innovationy structured with 3
hidh level of decentralization around a3 ‘nucleus® having the
functional co-ordinatind resronsibilty. With the Council as the
nucleus) and the dau-to-daw sctivities effected throush the related
national institutionses the eossibilities arve created for mutuzal
syprort that adds to the carabilities of the national bodiesr whether
drawn from other particirating countries or froe the international
community, Thuss in assisting the develornent &% both natienal and
redional levelss it avoids the familiar situation of being ‘'another
ordanization servind as 3 draim on thu limited talent and financisal
resources of the countries®,

Equallus, the CCST has the feature of focussind on co-oereration 3t
the eractical levelr with concentration on those activities that are

of drestest common interest and sidnificance to the earticirating.

countries. And in doing thissy 1t rermits the brindind togeiher of not
onty the official sectors of Governmentss but alse the academie
communitiess erofessional associationsy and eproductive sectors as
arprorriater in the interest of maximizing the utilization of 3ll
available resources and hnow-how. In shorts the arrroach would be to
bring collective efforts to bear on the most rressing rroblems,

- BTATUTES OF TRE
CARIBBEAN COUNCIL FOR SCIERCE AND TECHNOLOBY

CHAPTER ¥ - ESTABLESHMENT

Article

A Caribbean Council for Sciemce snd Technolody (CCST) is hereby
constituted in pursusance of decisions of the Laribbean Develorpent and
Co-oreration Coamittee (CDCC). ’

Article 2 v

The Council shall rromote rco-orperation in the field of science and
technolody aimed at furthering the social and economic develormeni of
its member countriess including the imrlementation of eprovisions of
the Constituent Declarstion of the CPEC to rromote efforis (o co-
orerate in the mutusl transfer of science and technolody in order to

facilitate the adartation of imrorted technolody and the develoraent
of domestic technolodies and increase the bardainingd power of the’

Caribbean countries in their relations with countries outside ¢he
area.

CHAPTER IR - DRJECTVIVES
Article 3



The Council shall pursue the following specific aims?

is to implement CDCT obJectives by designind and
enecutind apeproeriste Joint scientific and
technolodical eroJectsy and 2lso advise the CDCC
and its member countries on scientific and

~ technological issues requiring attentioni

ii. to ideptifwe institutions that could rarticirate
in the eproJectsy and estahlish the mechanisms
for co-orerations

iii, where no relevant institutions existy to
rrorose measures for the imrlementation of
Farticular proJdectss

ive. to devise sroceduras for the effective
dissemination of the results of Caribbean R+R
rrodectsy and their arrlication in member
countries?

v, denerallyy to epromote the estazblishment and
strendgthening of arrrorriate national and
Laribbean ordans and mechanisms for science and
techinolody develorment and aefrlication.

CHAPTER LII - HEHBERSHIP

Article 4

Membershis of the Council shall be oren to member countriés
comrrisind the CDCCa

Article §

Each menber country of the Council is entitled to designate two
Council wmeémbersy v ong of whom nust be 3 scientist chosen by the
resrective dovernment frowm amondst senior officials of national bodies
resronsible for science and technologw policiesr or of national
seience and technoloedy research councilsy ors where such bodies do not
existy frowm amondgst lsading scientists or engineers in the government
sectors the upniversitiesr arerorrialte erofessional associstions or the
productive sector. & country nmay desidnate only one Council meaber if
it so wishesy in which case he pnust be 2 scientist cheosen in the
manner described above, Yoting st meetinds shall take elzee in
accordance with the erevisiens ef értdele 27.

Article b

Council menbers are arrointed by means of governaent
compunications addressed to the CDBLC Secretarist. Such =zrrointnents
may be for an indefinite pericd of time and maw be revised a3t anw.%ia@



ty the government concerned.
Article 7

A dovernment mavy if it so wishess desidgnate an alternate to its
Council aprointeed(s).

Article B8

The Council may establish such seecialized committee or ad hoc
working - drours 35 ma¥ be necessary. These will comerise recodnized
authorities in the particular field concerned. The Chairman of each
such committee or workind drour shall be arrointed by the Council.

CHAPTER IV - DFFICERS
Article 9
The Officers of the Council shall be:

- The Chairaan! elected annuzlly at the end of the
wear’s Redular Flenar9 Session.

- The Vice-Chairman! elected at the end of the vear’s
Redular Plenaru Session.

- The Honorary Treasurer! elected at Resgular Flenarw
Session for threr vesrs and elidible for re-election.

In electind the officers of the Councils members shall be duided
by the princirle of eguitable deodrarhic disiribution,

Article 10

The Chairmans Vice-~Chairmans Honorary Treasurer and one other
Council member elected annually at the end of the Redular Flenary
-Bession shall constitute the Council’s Executive Cormitiee and
- rerpresent the Council between the Redular Plenary Sessions Provided
for in Article 19, .

Article it

The Executive Committee shall meet at least twice between Redular
Flenary Sessions to review the Council’s activities and to consider
the Draft Annuzsl Rerortr the Adendz and the working documents of the
next Redular Plenary Session,

Article 12

The Exeuctive Coamitiee shall be comretent to actr in the name of
the Council in any matter the urdency of which would not rermit it to
be submitted in sufficient time for consideration of the Councily and
it &hall rerort such sction to the Louncil as soon as rpossible for
ratificationy informing it of the circumstances and implications. 3



Article 13

The Vice~Chairman and the Honorary Treasurery in that orderr shall
rerlace the Chairman in all his duties if the latter should be absent
from the redion or otherwise imrzired in the exercise of his duties.

Articie 14

Heelinds of the Executive Committee are convened by the Executive
Secretary rrovided for in Article 13. In the event that any member of
the Executive Committes cannot attendy 3 Council member will be co-
orted by the Executive Secretary to rerlace hime on the basis of
seniority of aerointment to the Council.

CHAPTER ¥ ~ SECRETARIAT

Article 15

The Council shall establish an Executive Secretariat staffed by
raids full-time personnel 2¢ might be zuthorised by succeeding Redular
Flenary Sessions. The Secretariat shall be headed by g2 duly
aualified E£xecutive Secretarysy 3nd shzll be resronsible to the
Council, The Executive Secretary shall be the Secretarw of the
Council and its commilizes,

Articie §4
The Secretariat shalll

1. deal with the day-to~day technicales financial and
agdpimistrative affairs of the Councily

ii. waintain links with international governmental and

non-dovernaental ordganizations as arrroved by the

"Ceuncil in Rezulae Plenary SBessionsy to which
reference is pade in Article 17 4ii and ivs

iii, maintain .the Council’s accounts menticoned under
fGrtiele 29 hereinaiterd

iv. submitr for aerprovsl bw Lthe Honprarw Treasurers at
legst sne ronth before its presentation for
sccertance by 3 Council Plenary Sessicny the
Gonual Balshce Sheet pentioned in Article 29
hereipafters

ve ererave the dralft fnnual Reeort and Drafit  Annual
Prodracne gnd Buddet of the Coumcils

vi+ Prepare zl1l publicationsy reportsy studiesy
survews and any other written or asudiecvisual
material seeuired for the Council’s orerations!



vii, convene and technically ordanize 211 meetings held
under the Countil’s ausrices.

CHAFTER VI - DPERATIONAL MECHANISHS
Article 17
To further the attsinment of its obJectives» the Council maw!

i, institutionalize 'its orerations and draw ur an
Annual Rerort 2nd an Annuzl Prodramme and Buddeti

ii+ conclude arpepropriate zdreements with dovernments
of CDCC membhers$

iii+ conclude sgreements with or estsblish close
working relations with other interested Caribbean
redionai bodies: universitiesr scientific and
technolodical ordanizations and erofessional
associations and societiesy

ivs make arangements for co-oreration with the United
Nationsy its Seecialized Adenciess other entities
aof the United WNztions suystems and pther
arrrorriate national or international
organizations?

v, make regulations {oi the condurt of its businesss

vis, institute such other mechanisms a3s maw be
consistent with its zims and cbJectives.

CHAPTER VIl - OPERATIONAL FUKRECTIONS
Article 18

The Counrcil‘s Work Frodraame maw include!
i, identificgtion of  eriority scientific and
technolodical activities suitable for redionzl
co-pperations

ii. encouradement of the desisn and adartation of
technology to suit local circumstances?

iii+ advice on the nmonitoring and controls where
arrrorrister of the transfer of science and
technologys

iv. devisind of measures and srerorriate errodrammes:
within selected {ields, rermittind 2 better
utilization of the interpal scientific and
technolodical rotential of Caribbean countries
with srecial attention to the contribution of



universitiesy RIEF and technical institutes and
scientific ordanizations or services’

v. epromotion of the wse of funcliomal budgeting
rrocedures by dovernments Tor . scientific and
technological sctivitiest

vi+ eromotion of measures for enhancind the status of
scientific researchersy teaching personnel and
other scientific snd technolosical workers?

vii. action to foster the education and training of
gperialized scientific and technolodical
guxilisry R¥D rersonnels .

viii. - action 4to raise the level of public awareness of
the iamrlications of secience and technolody for
social and economic develerments ‘

i, measures (o encourade talented and eualified
staff to work and remsin in the redions .thus
stemming the exodus of such reorle +to other
countriesy and to attract Caribbean research
scientists and endineersy 4Leaching personnel and
other Caribbean scientific and technolodical
workerss for work in the redions

¥, ordanization of sumposias seninarsy workshors and
conferences?

xis arrandeaents for the dissemination of the results
p? its sctivities throush publications and other

Waysh

#ii+ such other activities as pav be consistent with
its zims and obJectives.,

CHAPTER YIIY - REEVINGS

Article 19

The Council shall neet in Regulsr Plensry Session once 3 uyear in a
different member country and {the Adenda of such weetinds shall

includey idnter osliss coensideration and arproval of the esrevious:

financial wear’s Balsnce Shezt? and of the Council’s Draft Annual
Rerort and the Council’s Oraft Prodraone and Buddet esrovided for - in
fArticle 16 =znd 29y prorosed by the Executive Secretary for the

succeeding wesar.

Article 26

The Countil’s @fhnusl Reerort and srProved Prodgraspe and Budset
shall be transmitlied to the CDCC and (o COCC Hesbep Btates. :

X



Article 21

At the reauest of its Chairman or at leazst half rlus one of its
membersy the Council may meet in Extraerdinary Plenary Session,

Article 22

Redular or Extrzordinary Flenary Sessions shall be convened and
ordanized by the Council’s Secretariat. Such meetings shall be
rresided over by the Chairmanr +the Vice-Chairman or the Hohoraru
Treasurery zccording to their availabilite and in that order, Redular
Plenary Sessions must be convened with three months eprior notice and
Extraordinary Plenary Sessions with six weeks noticer statingd the
Adenda in each case.

Article 23

The First Flenaru Session of the Council shall be convened by the
CPhCC Secretariaty in co-oreration with UNESCD as soomn 35 siy CRCC
member countries have designated their rerresentatives in accordance
with the provisions in Articles 5s6¢7+31 and 33s thus sidnifuind their
wigh to form a rpart of the Council. The First Plenary Session shall
elect its own Chairmany Vice-Chairman and Raerorteur and shall
conclude with election of the Council’s redular officers as provided
for in Article 9.

Article 24

Each specizlized committee or ad hoc working grour shall be
chaired by its desidgnated Chairman (cf, Article 8 zbove) ory in his
absences by a particirant desidnated by the commitiee or workind drour
concerned.

Article 25

Aprrorrizte redionzl 2nd international Hovernmental or non-
dovernmental ordanizations with which the Council has entered into
formal workindg relations mav by invited bu the Secretariats with the
Executive Committee’s prior aeprovalr to desidnate observers (o
meetings of the Councils at Flenaru Sessions.

Article 24

The Executive Comnitiee shall decide on officisl rerresentstion of
the Council at arerorriate conferences, meatinds or other events
relsted to its aims and work and in which the Council is officially
invited to rarticirate. The Executive Committee shall rerort on its
sction in this redards to the Councils a3t Plenary Sessions,

Article 27

A a@uorum.- shsll be consituted by 3 half rlus one of the wmember
countries., Each nmember country shall have a single vote. all
decisions at meetindgs held under the Council’s auspices shall be taken

)



by 2 cimrple majority vote of those sresent and voting. Howavers
rrorosals for modification of the Statutes must beé arrproved a3t 2
Plenary Session by @2 ma.Jority of two-thirds of those eresent and
votings subJect to the provision in Article 32 snd three months notice
havind been diven ¢o member countries of the proroszls for
modifications #rior to the meeting at which the rrorosals are Lo be
considered.

CHAPTER IX - FINANCES
frticle 28

2} TYhe finences of the Council shall consist ofi

i+ Contributions f¢rom iember Governmenissy with
2dditional suprort from ordanizatiens within
the United Nations susiem and other
institutions.

ii. Funds for proJects sronsored or launched by the

' Councily and which oualify for assistance
within the framework of activities of
ordanizations of the United Nations suysiems ov
any other arrroprizte internationsle redional
or nationasl ordanization.

by The Council wm3y estsbiliish 3 Srecizl Fund for
Scientific and Technelogiczl Develoerment in the
Caribbeany to be used particularly to saossist
priority RYD erodects of an intra-regional naturey
within the duidelines set down hbhw ¢the Council.
Regulations for the oreration of the 8pecial Fund
must be laid?down by the Council.

Article 29

The Council shall keer srorer books of sccount and pPrerare an
Annual Balence Sheets prorerls sudited. Funds received and disbursed
under the Seecial Fund referred to in Arbiclo 28 b) shall be presented
in 3 sererate account,

Article 30
The Council’s Tinzncisl wesr shall run froem 1 Jahuary Lo 3&_
December.
CHAPYER X - FINAL PROYVISIONS
Article 3i

These Statutes shall be subdect to ratification or accerlance by

CRCC nmember countries. Instruments of ratification or accerlance
i

y



shall be derosited with the Director of the ECLA/CPCC Office who shall
inform all CDCC members of each derosit and the dste thereof.

Article 32

AnYy modifications to these Statutes shall be in accordance with
Article 27y and shall be subdect to ratification or accertance by
member countries of the Council.,

Article 33

These Statutes shall enter into force uron the derosit of
instruments of ratification or sccertance buy six CDCC member
countries,

Airticle 34

Until such tire 35 the Council is in 3 rosition to establish its
own Executive Secretarist, as erovided under Article 1S, the CDCC
Secretariat shall assist in srovision of the secretariat services in
collaboration with any dovernment or ordanization srecified in
Article 17 ii» iii and iv that the Council mav designate. The
reqauirement in Article 15 that the Executive Secretaru shall be +the
Secretsry of the Council and of =2ll its committeesy and that in
Article 14 with respect to meetings of the Executive Commitieer shall
not sreply until arpointment of the Executive Secretary.
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