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200 (IX). Repercussions of scientific progress and
regional integration on the economic and social
development of Latin America

The Economic Commission for Latin America,

Considering that the rapid advances achieved in the
field of scientific research are constantly creating syn-
thetic substitutes for the natural raw materials which
have hitherto constituted the basis of the Latin American
economies,

Appreciating the progress made in connexion with
the peaceful uses of non-conventional energy, the aim
of which is to transform the existing systems of
production, conversion and distribution of energy, to
which sector the Latin American countries devote a very
large proportion of their resources,

Bearing in mind that the increasing application of
automation in contemporary life is creating a new
situation as regards the numbers and training of per-
sonnel employed, giving rise to temporary unemploy-
ment, or manpower shifts towards services, or the
absorption of the younger population groups by the
extension of their period of education,

In view of the need to co-ordinate Latin American
economic integration efforts with similar efforts being
made in the European and African countries, Creating
common markets which are bound to affect one another
and whose repercussions may be felt by the economy
of our countries,

Decides to recommend to the ECLA secretariat that,
with the co-operation of the ILO, FAO, BTAO, UNES-
CO and the International Atomic Energy Agency, it
carry out research, on a continuing basis in so far as its
resources permit, on the future repercussions of scien-
tific progress, the development of the non-conventional
forms of energy, automation and the integration of other
areas, on the economic and social development of Latin
America. :

13 May 1961

201 (IX). Consumer goods industries

The Economic Commission for Latin America,

Considering that on various occasions, and particu-
larly in resolution 10 (IV), the Commission expressed
its interest in studies connected with consumer goods
industries, including the textile industry which occupies
a prominent place in that group,

Considering that a thorough knowledge of the cha-
racteristics of these industries in the various countries
of the region acquires particular importance when relat-
ed to regional problems of economic integration,

Takes note with satisfaction of the fact that the sec-
retariat has embarked on new studies on the textile
industry in some countries of the region in response
to requests made by institutions in those countries,

Recommends to the secretariat that it extend such
studies to other countries of the region which have ex-
pressed interest in the matter and also to other indus-
tries in the group of consumer goods industries,

Requests the United Nations Bureau of Technical

Assistance Operations and FAO to collaborate in this
project by providing experts in these branches of in-
dustry who have previously taken part in missions
in individual countries of the region.

13 May 1961
202 (IX). Pulp and Paper industries

The Economic Commission for Latin America,

Considering the work accomplished by the ECLA/
FAO/BTAO Pulp and Paper Advisory Group in study-
ing the prospects of developing the pulp and paper
industries in Latin America,

Considering the usefulness of such studies, not only
for the countries directly concerned, but also as back-
ground information essential for the adoption of a re-
gional approach to the development of those industries,

Considering the need for pursuing such studies not
only as regards bringing them up to date in the coun-
tries where this is necessary but also in respect of sup-
plementing them with an analysis of other fundamental
aspects of the development of the industries in ques-
tion, such as the training of personnel, technological
research for the more efficient adaptation of conven-
tional processes to the special characteristics of Latin
American raw materials, the international financing of
new plants, etc.,

Considering the desirability of directing the activities
of the above-mentioned Advisory Group towards the
provision of assistance to Governments, whenever re-
quested, in the preparation of specific development
programmes for industries in the sector or in formulat-
ing applications for international technical and financial
assistance in the preparation of such programmes from
such organizations as the Special Fund,

Decides :

1. To recommend to Governments that they con-
tinue to utilize the services of the Group ;

2. To request the secretariat to take the necessary
steps to enable the Group to continue jts useful activities
in Latin America;

3. To request that the Bureau of Technical Assist-
ance Operations and the Food and Agriculture Organi-
zation of the United Nations continue to co-operate
with the secretariat in constituting the Group ;

4. To recommend to the secretariat that the future
activities of the Group be primarily concerned with pro-
viding assistance to Governments which so request, in
the preparation of specific programmes for the de-
velopment of the pulp and paper industries in their
countries and in clarifying the problems of training and
technological and financial research to which the imple-
mentation of such programmes may give rise, in co-
operation, on the technological side, with the Regional
Institute for Forest Research at Merida (Venezuela).

13 May 1961

203 (IX). Technological research

The Economic Commission for Latin America,
Considering the disparity between Latin America’s
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