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lo Introduction

The fertility experienoe of Latin Amorioaa countries over tha recent period 
shovm considerahla heterogeneity in both levels and trends» On the whole, fertility 
rates remain very high but recent studies havo tnade much of the fact that, after 
long periods of high and oven rising birth rates, a sliglit decline has been registered 
in approxitflatoly half of the countries in the region. \j Tixs cignifioance of the 
deolins lies not in its magnitude but in tho probability that it is the precursor 
of a more Biaeable and oontiiaiouo descent» rtirthea’g availab3.e infonaatioa would ssom 
to iridicats that the deolinoo are not simp3,y attributab3.e to the effect of changing 
age and sex distributions, but rather to a modification of fertility-«rolated Icnowledgej, 
attitudes and pnacticos in given socio-economio groups» The object of this section 
vdll be'to summarize existing infos^tion on the influence which socio^economio factors 
exert on fertility levels, trends and differantials in Latin America»

2» Organizational Pramevioric
WiIttTlrfTOa tW H W « IIIWIU I H U M. imni iOima» I >»in g i iii«u , I I ill liiwm g .it

Despite the large number of recent studies oriented to the explanation of 
fertility dotsrtiiiinants, it is a fair BtateiRsnt that a clearly-defined theoretical 
framework within wliioh to outline tho important socio-economic processes influencing 
fertility in Latin America has yet to be foKiraiated» In its absence, it will be 
expedient to utilize a simple organizational framevraxfe witliin which salient factors 
can be- discussed» Underlying this frcmewoi’k is the assumption that social and ^
economic forces do not directly affect tho biological pracossss of reproduction 
but rather act upon a set of variables wiiich dotermina tho risk of exposure at each i 
of the stages in biological reproduction » sexual relations, concaption, geatation and 
parturition» 2/ In this ligiit, the examination of tiow eooial and economic proceasos

M «*t3*i-xa#eace)y3 re ew »

1/ Ao Conning, ’’latin American Fertility ‘¿rends and Influencing ïbotors", in
Ïntci’-aatioïsal Population Conforance of tiio lUCSP, Liego 1973, Vol» 2, p» 125-147»

2/ The set of eleven intennadiato variables wera originally formulated in a classic 
paper by Juditix Blake and Kingsley Davis « “Social structura and fertility; an 
onalirt-ical framawosk”. Economic Development and Cultural Ciiaxigo, Vol» IV, N® 3 
Api’il, 19560
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i n  L a tin  Ainsrica a f f e c t  f e r t i l i t y  levelBg t r s n d s  and d i f f e r e n t i a l s  th u s  ro q a iro s  

a n a ly s is  o f  th e  a f f e c t  o f  th e se  piHJcesses on th e  in te rm e d ia te  v a r ia b le s  w i.thin 

th e  e p e c if io  h i a t o r i c a l  o x p e rie n css  o f  th e  c o u n tr ie s ,

Follcn-iing established practice, tho intermediate variables can initially bo 
separated into: a) those involving nuptiality^ andg b) those that affect fertility 
vfithin unionso Although the forces that act on both sets of variables might ba 
similar^ the distinotion betKsen them is still justifiable since the manner of 
their action on tho two sets of variables is different, Moraoves.'* at the indi\dd.i3al 
levelo the decision to forsi a uniouj whether made by the couple or the pai*oritaj ie 
not usually mada only on the basis of future childbearing perspectives* even though 
marrdago and childbearing are intertwined.

I t  i a  conven ien t to  s e p a ra te  f u r th e r  th e  in te m e d ia to  v a r ia b le s  re le v a n t  

w ith in  an io n s  in to  tvro a d d i t io n a l  c a te g o r ie s :  b l )  th o se  t h a t  a re  in v o lu n ta ry  and 

p r im a r i ly  h e a ith '- r e la to d  such a s  spontaneous a b o r tio n  o r  in v o lu n ta ry  ia fe c u n d ity ;  

andg b2) th o se  which in v o lv e  some co n sc io u s  a c t io n  to  oontx'oX c liild b e a r in g  such a© 

c o n tra c e p tio n  o r  inducod a b o r t io n ,  T h is a n a ly t i c a l  s e p a ra t io n  o f  th e  in te r a e d ia t s  

v a r ia b le s  in to  a  t o t a l  o f  ths'eo s e t s  a llo w s th e  n e t  e f f e c t  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  s o c ie ta l  

procss& as on th e  f e r t i l i t y  o f  g roups to  ba s y s te m a tic a l ly  an a ly zed  th rough  a  

Gonsidei’a t io n  o f  th e  e f f e c t s  o f  th e se  p roooasea  on each  o f  th e  s e t s  o f  in te rm e d ia te  

v a r ia b le s .

S ince th e  s o c ie ta l  p ro c e sse s  a f f e c t in g  th e  le v e l  o f  consc io u s  c o n tro l  o f  

f e r t i l i t y  must o p e ra te  th ro u g h  th e  a c t io n s  o f  in d iv id u a ls  o r  cou p les  i t  i s  lo g ic a l  

to  c o n s id e r  th e  p ro c e sse s  i n  to rs is  o f  t h e i r  e f f e c t  on th e  p a^ o o n d itio n s  re q u ire d  

f o r  c o n tro l  by in d iv id u a ls ,  Ih e se  p re c o n d itio n s  may bo d e f in e d  as  in v o lv in g  th e  

m otivatio ii*  in s tru m e n ta l c a p a c ity  and le g it im a c y  f o r  co n ti’o l l i n g  fam ily  s i z e ,  The 

degree to  which groups v rith in  s o o io t ie s  a tte m p t to  c o n tro l  t h e i r  f e r t i l i t y  depends 
on th e  le v o l  o f  a l l  o f  th e s e  p rec o n d itio n s«

U t i l i z in g  t h i s  o rg a n is a t io n a l  fTamov/ork, th e  fo llo if in g  s e c t io n s  d is c u s s  I'coearch 

and hypo theses t h a t  c o n s id e r  th e  s o c ia l  and economic p ro c e sse s  a f f e c t in g  th© th re e  
s e ta  o f  in te rm e d ia te  v a r i a b l e s .  I t  shou ld  be n o ted  t i ia t  n e i th e r  th e  frameworfe n o r 

th e  d is c u s s io n  t l ia t  fo llo w s  a ttem p t to  e x p la in  th e  Bocio-economi.G p ro c a sc e s  in  a 

h i a t o r i c a l  and s t r u c tu r a l  c o n te x t ,  s in c e  t h a t  would re q u ire  a  th e o ry  which hao n o t 

y e t  been  fo rm u la ted . I t  i s  ex p ec ted , however, t h a t  wiien t h e o r e t i c a l  developm ents 

p e rm it e rp lcx ia tio n s  f o r  v a r io u s  c o u n tr ie s  o f  L a tin  America, th e  orga’u iz a t io n a l  

fremework v a i l  p e rm it th e  oo iinection  o f  th e  laore a b s t r a c t  th a o i 'c t ic a l  concep ts



to specifio phenomsaa coacoraing fertility*
Since observed fertility differentials and changes in fertility levels reault 

from the net and sossatiRes countervailing effect© of social and economic prooessos 
on fertility deterndnants, the relative in5>ortaaca of the changes in the determinants 
on the resultant fertility levels is not directly treated*

3o N u p t ia l i ty  D eterm inan ts  o f  F e r t i l i t y  

A* N u p t ia l i ty  and F e r t i l i t y

'Eho fertility level of a society or social groups at any given time is a 
function of tho number of births per woman in marital unions and of the proportion 
of all women in the childbearing ages living in such unions* Althou^^ Latin American 
data on union fonaation are rather sketchy, it is beyond doubt that for tho purpost̂ s 
of investigating fertility trends in this region, the tern •'marital union** should 
include not only institutionalized unions but also oommon-law relationships* In 
addition other types of relatively pemanent or otherwise relevant non-cohabiting 
unions are sure to be of significance but since their prevalence and effect are 
laregely unknown we will be concerned primarily with cohabiting unions in this 
contest*

The importance of distinguishing the rmptiality component of overall fertility 
from marital fertility is illustrated by Colln^r’s calculation that the level of 
fertility in Latin America around i960 retnainad at about half the biological maxitaum 
through women being single, separated, widowed or divorced* Plirtherraorc# changes 
in nuptiality-ralatod intemodiate variables may act on fertility in the same 
directions as marital fertility determinants or they may act in opposed directions* 
For example, during the 1960*e both a decrease in the nuptiality rate and a decrease 
in marital fertility contributed to falling-overall fertility in Gosta Rica 2/ while 
in Chile the crude nuptiality rata may have been going up from 1962 to 1965 just as 
various fertility measures ware indicating the start of a long decline*^

1/ Collver, 1965 op* oit, p, 47 
^  Gomss, opo cit* p* 258=299
3/ Fo liloroa, Satudio de la nupcialidad on Chiloi Análisis en el tiempo y en el 

o s p a c iO ft G M lA S ÍF X S an tiag o y ~ r9 7 2 7 ' ty p e d ^ '” " ^ ^  -



Unfortunately, relatively little attention has' boon devoted to the study 
of nuptiality in Latin Amoricaa In part, this is due to the fact that a lar^ 
propoartion of women do not live in legal unions* By definition, they are not 
recorded in marriage registers and, on oensum^ they are often reported as 
never*ffiatad, particularly when they are eeparated* (ibr these reasons authors 
such as Dixon,1/ exclude Latin American countries from explanatory comparative 
studies of nuptiality)* Consetiuently, trends in nuptiality and their effect on 
fertility are difficult to obtain in many countries although some worik: on 
nuptiality trends has been done by Camisa and Ar*ratx who analysed data from 
the 1950 and i960 censuses* Coropanario used these data to calculate indices which 
separate the overall fertility trends based on all women into nuptiality and 
marital fertility components* His data shovi, for example, that while fertility 
within unions decreased slightly in Brazil between 1940 and 1950, nuptiality 
changes acted in the opposite direction* i/

Some research has been oonductad into types of unions and their effect on 
feiiiility primarily in the English speaking Caribbeanp These studies, have 
tended to find that the more stable the union the hi£^er the fertility; that is, 
legal unions liave the highest fertility follotied by consensual and then visiting 
unions, the last being a union without cohabitation* In Latin America, although

J / R -  Dixon, *'Ebq)laining cro ss  -  c u ltu r a l v a r ia tio n s  in  age a t  marriage and propoi>- 
t io n s  never marrying**. Population S tu d ie s* 1971* Voi* 25 , p© 215-233©

2/  Z* Camisa. La nupcialidad feman5.na en Araerica Latina durante e l  período in ts iw  
cen sa l 1950~196orcsUDS* A S /l^ S a n  J o sé , Costa P d c^ , 1971©

¿ /  Go A rrotx, **Nuptiality in  L atin  Ameidoa'*, Proceedings o f  General Conference o f  
IU3SP* London, 1969,  V o i. 3

^  Po Campanario, ’’Fhctoras quo in flu y en  en l a  fecundidads lo s  fa c to res  M altusiano 
y  líeomaltusiano'*. S er ie  C/142 ~  CELADS (S antiago) 1972©

J5/ W© H ertens, ’’In v estig a c ió n  sobre la  fecundidad y  la  p la n if ic a c ió n  fa m ilia r  en 
AmSrica la t in a ”, Proo. o f  the L atin  American Ragionai Confei'anoe, 1970* Voi* 1 
(C oleg io  da Mó'xico); 193-235* a suncaary of* p .  200-202*

è /  GoW* R oberts, **Pb3r t i l i t y  in  some Caribbean C ountries”, Paxjc* o f  th e General 
Conference o f  the lUSSP, London 1969«
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Yaukoy, Thorsen and Onakaj 1/ using data fiora seven metropolitan areas, ^  found 
that woman in consensual unions lost far moro time through separations than those 
iñ legal unions, the differentials between the types of union varied in direction 
from city to cit^j/ Generally women in consensual unions tended to have higher 
fertility than the legally-marriad in cities in iihioh the oonsensually-^ted foraad 
a higli percentage of the total mated population» Miró and Mertens, j/ however, 
tiara against concluding too much without more precise and sophisticated surveys»
It should also be noted that care must be exercised in stud.’v'ing fertility by type 
of present union since oonsensual tmions tend to be legalized as vjomen get older 
and this may affect fertility levels apparently associated with légal unions» ^
In surveys in the rural and small urban areas 6/ unpublished tabulations at C3LABE 
also show that a large percentage of women in a second union are those who continued 
to live with Ihe samo husband but ohemged to a legal union»

B» Sooio~Eooaomic Processes Affecting Nuptiality

íbero is a general la<& of explanatoïy research on nuptiality» 2/ la latin 
America, the lack of data and descriptive analyses of nuptiality is naturally 
accompanied by a general lack of research on the sooio<-economic factors and 
prâcésses ^nerating the mating patterns and chants in them«

1/ Db Yaukey, T» Thorsen and A»T» Onaka, ‘'Marriage at an earlier than ideal age in 
six Latin itoierican cities”. Population Studios , Voi« 26»2 p» 263-272, 1972»

2/ A» Conning, {Encuestas oomparatlvaa de feoundidad en América Latina; Algunos 
aspectos metodoídgioos; Pooumant presented to the 24th Annual Reunion of the 
Sooiedada Brasiloira para o.Progreso da Cionoia, Sao Paolo, 1972) provides a 
description of these data«

¿/C« Miró and H« Martens» “Influences Affecting Fertility in Urban and Rural 
Latin America”, Milbank Memorial Fund Quarterly« 19^8, Voi« XLVI-3 Part 2, p»
8 9 -1 1 7 «

á/ Ibid, p. 102.
W» Martens op» pit» p, 201»

6̂ ' These data aro described in Conning, 1972» op« oit»
J / K e e r e n ,  »»Maxriaga as a Uamographio Variable”, Proceedinge of the General

Conference of the lOSSP, Liege 1973, Po 9-17«
Hawthorn, Geoffrey, Èie Socioloity of Fartility» Collier-HcMillan, London 1970«
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Some research has been devoted to age at first union differentials, for 
excaaple, Yaukey, Thorsen and Onaka found that Eore educated viomen in the seven 
city Peefal-4Jiban surveys tended to have higher ages of first union and then 
attempted to esplain, without mucii auccsss, real ages of CKirzdage in toxins of 
women®e ideal ages of marriagai, 1/ At the aggregate level, Collver has argued 
that economic conditions during the first half of th© 20th Century led to 
differences in marriage rates in taany Latin American countries vdiich in turn caused 
fluctuations in the birth ratOc. Ibrthormore, he found circumstantial evidence to 
support the argurasnt that the countries dependent on exports and for’oign 
capital suffered greater declines in their crude birth rates during the 1930®s 
Groat depression, presumably becausa of the effect on nuptiality ratsso 2j 
Horea found that marriage rates and inflation j^tes in CMle seem to vary together 
and that there was a clear correlation with important political events like 
presidential elections but he did not attempt to explain the relationships in 
detail» i/ Thera appears to be some evidence that tlie marriage rate increased 
after the Cuban Revolution in 1959 which, in part, may have accoimted foi' the 
large increase in the previously falling crude birth rate» It want from azound 2? 
per 1000 in 1558 to about 37 in 1962« In part, both the birth rate and the maraiags 
rate clianges Kore probably related to increases in the welfare of the majority of 
the population ovor the same period as total employment increased by a large 
percentage5 urban rents were cut by half and various other siadlar measures were 
put into practice} vihen economic conditions be^in to get more difficult in 1962, 
the birth rate began to fall again« ^

More research must be devoted to the study of nuptiality with the emphasis 
pat both on more adequate measurement of levels and trends and on the study of 
faotors affecting these trends« lecause pootpomant of roarriago (i«e« changing 
the age of marriage) in response to or in anticipation of, specific economic or 
social conditions is possible without changing underlying faotoie, it is important 
to try to distin^piish short term from loJig term trends« One would expect that

1 /  Yaukey e t  a l  1972« op c i t «
^  C o llire r , 1965 p* 33-36 and A«0« C o llv e r , •'C urrant t re n d s  and d i f f e i 'o n t ia l s

i n  f e r t i l i l y  a s  re v e a le d  by o f f i c i a l  d a ta " ,  Milban lc  Memorial Fund Q u a r te r ly « XLtT:, 
Part 2: p« 42, 1958« ^

i /  F loras cp^ c it»  E studio da la  nupcialidad  en C hile; A n á lis is  en e l  tiempo y  en 
o l  esp a cio , CEí-ABE (S a n tia g o ), 1972» Typed«
Barent L andstreet, J r . ,  "Marxists*', in  Idaolcj^« Fa ith  and ?bi3ily Planning in  

JoíU Stycos (e d .)  KcGraw K il l  (Now forkJT



higher levels of formal schooling and adult education, increasing political atfareness 
and participation, changes in the levels a M  distribution of income, more efficient 
birth control methods (decreasing forced unions duo to pre«4narital parognanoy), 
increasing labor force participation by unmarried woinan as well as their participation 
in hi^er status jobs and, in ̂ nsral, changes in the roles and status of women, all 
will lead to long-term higiior ages of first union in these groups vdiich now have 
relatively low ages of first uniono

4c Marital Bsrfcility Deteatninants

Ao Bio-haalth and deliberate control variables

In accoidcmce with the organisational finmework proposed earlier, we shall nov? 
focus on marital fertility (that is, fertility liithin legal or consensual unions) 
to the exclusion of nuptiality-related considerations® To this purpose, one could 
simply try to ascertain the effect of socio-economio factors on marital fertility 
itself, but, as argued previously, such an approach makes explanatory analysis 
improciss since the social and economic processes do not affect fertility directly 
but rather through their influence on the inteiviodiate variables®

Concentrating on the explanation of the intermediate variables rather than 
on marital fertility itself is important for two reasoim« First, a large percentage 
of the variance in fertility levels among individuals may be accounted for by 
biological and accidental factors making it difficult to study the direct effects 
of complex social changes on fertility, particularly at the individual level® 1/ 
Second, an alternative approach might lead to tho conclusion that certain social or 
economio changes are not affecting fertility ifhen, in fact, they ave differentially 
affecting distinct interrusdiate variables or othor^iise cancelling each other cut®
For example, a change in the economio level of a social group might lead to a 
decrease in the rate of spontaneous abortion thereby exerting a positive influence 
on the fertility rate ̂  but at the scune time it could also result in more extensive 
use of contraception emd thtxs to loxier fertility® Concoivably, the net outcome of 
thecQ contradictory influonoss on fertility might be zero, at least in initial 
stages of transformation®

ij PoC® Sagi aXid C.P® IJectoff, ”An lirercice in Partitioning some components of tho 
VaJ-dancG of I^mily Size*'; Eraerging Trends in Population Research, Hilbank Memorial 
ihnd Quarterly, 1963, p®

2/ P® Sloros, Efectos do los cambios de la mortalidad sobro la fecundidad aplicación 
de un modelo de siraulavién; CSLABE (Santiago) 1971» To be published by CBLABE®
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As incUcated in the outline of the oi^anizational fraraeKork, it is convenient 
to suhdivide the inteimediato variahles acting vri.thin anions into two general 
oatagoriess the bio-health vaarf.ahles Inoluding abstinence for reasons of illnessg 
inwluntary infeoundity and spontaiaous aborSionj and the deliberate®control 
variables 3/ conprising abstinence such as in the ihytha method of control# con- 
traoeptionp stsrdlization for reasons of birth contaxil and induced abortiono ^  
lihether a givaa action is placed in one categoa^# rather than the other may depend 
on the oiroumstanceso Prolonged lactation may exist in a society for reasons other 
than birth control in which case it would bo oonsidersd as tstaporary ’’inveluntary” 
infecundityf if used to avoid pregnancy it would be considered as a oenscious 
measure to reduce fertility* Iho application of the bic-hoalth vs* conscious action 
distinction to certain concrete situations might be problematic but it remains a 
useful analytic distinction* Variations in the bio-health variables account for 
differences in levels of '‘natural** fertility and also in populations which have 
only recently begun to exart some form of birth control* *^3 consoious action 
variables are more saasitivo to socio-economic change and satisfactorily account 
for past fertility deolinos*
B* Uncontrolled ("?Jatural'*) Marital i’ertility

For roasoiU3 outlined earlier, infostnation on nasi-tal fertility levels in 
Latin America is deficient, particularly tri.th respect to specific sub-groups 
within ocuntrieso Kevertheless, it is reasonable to assume that these levels ore 
high in most countries since national rates (wliich include all women in child­
bearing ages) are generally elevated* j/ In addition, it is highly probable tiiat 
in most countries, even those with interraediats fertility levels, high-fertility 
subgroups of substantial proportions will be found* Hence, analysis of the socio­
economic faotora affecting marital fertility must be preceded by a consideration 
of uncontrolled or “natural** fertility? this haus been defined by Heniy as that 
which exists in unions wherein reproductive behaviour is not altered by the niimber 
of children already bomo* ^  By definition, consoious control actions are not

1 /  This texm i s  p referred  over »'voluntary control"  to  avo id  th e  am b igu ities o f  
tho la t te r *

2/  C o ita l frectuenoy has n ot been included  in  e ith e r  o f  th e two c a te g o r ie s  beoauaa 
o f  inadequato inform ation*
AeMo Conning, '’L atin  American F eartility  'Pi^nds and In flu en cin g  Fhetors'*? Proco 
o f  the Ggnoral Coaferenoa o f  the IUS5P* L iege, 1973, p* 125-147*

^  L* Henry, “Some data on natural f e r t i l i t y " ,  Eugenios Q uarterly, Vol* 8,  K® 2jl96l<
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practiced in natural fertility populationso locaus© natural fertility is the result 
not only of inherent biolo"ical levels of fecundity but also of the bioloci cal 
effects of sooially-determined variables such as health and nutrition l/and of the 
unintentional fertility roduotioa practioss of a population, it is understandable 
that natural fertility levels have been found to vary fccm society to society«
Hotjever, while there is variation in the level, the age-specific rata schedules 
tend to have a foxia which is independent of the level« 2/ liecogrdtion of the 
theoretical and empirical iraportance of natural fertility is quite recent and thus 
few attempts have been made at uncovering levels and differentials in Latin American 
natural fertility* This undoubtedly constitutes an important area for fhtuie research 
and may load to the discovery of previously unobserved control practices« ^he point 
is of some importance since investigators have a tendency to presume that substantial 
majorities of the population had never kno\^ or practiced any fom of birth control 
prior to the advent of modern contraceptive methods« Yet, sinoe anthit>pologxsts 
suggest. that nearly all pidraitiva groups understand the interrelation between saaial 
intercourse and childbearing it is difficult to accept a priori that methods 
such as abortion or líithdraiíal were unknom to taost Latin American populations, even 
if they were not normally prtxcticed or practiced inefficiently. Mvidenoe of differential 
natural fertility levels in otherwise similar populations might indicate the 
existence of control practices and of basic motivation to fertility regulation«
C« The Control of Marital ^^ertility

l) Fertility differential and fertility decline
The prevalence of fertility differentials in many Latin Ameriaan oities and to 

a lesser extent, in some rural areas, suggest that certain sectors of the population 
in most countries of the region may be exerting some control over fertility« ̂

1/ J« bheps, M« Ridley, et« al, ”’̂*h0 Effects of ̂ hanging Ilor'tality on natality”,
Milbank Memorial -̂‘und Q uarterly« XLV—1:77-97» 196?«

2/ Thonsaa Espenshada, ”Hew Method for Estimatiijg the Level of National Fertility in 
Population Practicing dirth Control"; Eemogranhy« Vol« 8-4t P« 525-536, 1971»

¿/G« Hai.fthorn, T[ie Sociology of Ptertility, Collior-Hacmillan, London, 1970» opaoit« 
p. 38.

j|/ Of« for example, the tables in Mertens op« oit. for contraceptive use and, B. 
Carra3co(”Incid0nco of Abortion, Fertility and Contraoeption in Latin America'*, 
Proceedings of the General Conferanoo of the lUSSP, Liege, 1973) for more 
limited data on abortion«
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Verification of difforentiale* howevort is only a atarting point itt uiiderstandiiic.- 
pattema aisi changes in fertility* Farther progress recpiires elucidation of the 
macro-levol socio-economic changes that are producing the differentials end of the 
social-psychological isochorâsms through which particular factors aot within specific 
historical conditions* In succeedir.g paiagraphs, we «̂.11 be examir*ing the sooio- 
eoonomio proooeses and the mechanisms altering the intermediate variables that 
involve consoiouB action, namely, contiticeptioa, induced abortion, sterilization 
and voluntary abstinence*

Vte do not expect to find universal laws that explain changing levels in the 
conscious-contî^l of fertility undsr all circumstances» Certainly, strong geaerali«» 
gâtions have not yet been found to explain the various European transitions from 
high to low marital fertility, l/ 'fhe relevant variables and the procesess changing 
them# appear to vary vàth the historical conditions* Bharthermore, the specific 
workings of the factors may depend on the forms of social organization* Education 
in a socialist society such as Cuba is likely to have different implications from 
education in a society such as the Dominican Republie* Even if education affects 
fertility in both, the nature of education and the explanation of how it acts are 
likely to be very different in each of these societies*

While these problems limit the ability to make generalisations without an 
underlying theoretical framework:, they do not make it impossible to define a singjle 
parodign which sets out the basic pre-conditions that aare necessary for fertility 
control* pre-conditions allot-r the known information to be organized and suggest 
research that is likely to be useful for any theoretical frsusewoik that may be 
developed in the future* A consideration of the preconditions also permits a 
systematic review of the socio-economic processes affecting the conscious oonti>ol 
determinants of marital fertility.

2) Pre-Qonditions for marital fertility control

Ife begin  xfith th e a3sunç)tion th a t a s ig n if ic a n t  and permanent change in  the  

m arita l f e r t i l i t y  o f  a group from natural f e r t i l i t y  to  some low er value normally 

req u ires some form o f  con sciou s e f f o r t  by in d iv id u a ls  or  cou p les, hov;ever, confused.

1/ See, for instance, E* Van de Walle, and J* Knodel, "Demographio Transition and 
Fertility Deolinej ’% e  European Casa”| Proc* of the lUSSP Conference, 1967*47*
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arabigttoas o r  unoortain th e  e ffo r t«  ^ h is  i s  tru e whether c o itu e  dependent o f  ooitu a  

indepenlont methods o f  o o n tro l are used a lth o u ^  the la t t e r  would seem to  inq u ire  

l e s s  constant m otivation« Whatever th e  method, a t  le a s t  a t  p i^ sen t, the in d iv id u a l 
or  th e  couple must take some form o f  consciou s action« Tii© fa c t  th at th ey  take 

such an a c tio n  means th a t there are c e r ta in  p ra -co n d itio a s  or p r e -r e q u is ite s  th a t  

must e x i s t  a t  the in d iv id u a l le v e l  and th a t th eso  must bo fair3.y iiidespread in  a 

group i f  i t s  f e r t i l i t y  le v e l  i s  to  change« Hence, our iates*est i s  in  d e fin in g  the  

necessary  s o c ie ta l  con d itio n s th a t must be present i f  s ig n if ic a n t  nujTibers o f  

in d iv id u a ls  are oonsoioualy  to  regu la te  t h e ir  f e r t i l i t y *

Tho lo g ic a l  p re-co n d itio n s fo r  c o n tr o llin g  f e r t i l i t y ,  which have been sta ted  

i t a p l ic i t ly  by many authors, have been e x p l i c i t l y  s p e c if ie d  r e c e n tly , in  v/holo or  

p a r t, by variou s authors« 1 /  I t  soems moot convenient to  d efin e  thiree p recon ditionst 

Hotj.vation; C o n tro llin g  f e r t i l i t y  must be seen  as advantageous by in d iv id u a l 

couples although tho exact m otivation  may not ba e n t ir e ly  c lea r  to  the in d iv id u a ls«  

I t  has been noted th a t the changes in  m otivation  may ba in  d ir e c t io n  or in te n s ity  

o r  both«
Capacity; Ihe techn iq ues o f  co n tro l must bo a v a ila b le , most be fcnovna to  

in d iv id u a ls  and th ey  must have th e ca p a c ity  to  u t i l i z e  them* This im p lies  raoi?o 

than ju s t  tech n ica l oap acity j fo r  example, i t  may require communicatioa between 

Bpduses th a t a llow s them to  id e n t i fy  common m otivation  and to  arrange fo r  the  

proper.^e« o f  ^control«

Legitim acy; Control o f  f e r t i l i t y  must be 'h à th in  the ca lcu lu s  o f  conscious  

choioo”® i s  d if fe r e n t  from m otivation  fo r  o o n tro l, s in ce  a couple may f e e l  

i t  has good reasons fo r  not having a d d itio n a l ch il.lren  but may f e e l  th a t th ey  have 

no r ig h t  to  in te r fe r e  w ith  natural p r e ce sse s  or  must accept f a t a l i s t i c a l l y  v^iiatever 
occurs«

3) ^he ex isten ce  and ex ten t o f  th e p recon d ition s in  L atin  America 

A ll th ree  con d itio n s are nocoosary fo r  f e r t i l i t y  con tro l to  take place«  

However, in  s o c ie t ie s  or  groups nofc c o n tr o llin g  th e ir  f e r t i l i t y ,  one o r  two o f

1 /  RoOo C arleton , A f e c t o s  m etodológicos y  s o c io ld g ioos de la  fecundidad humana« 
CELALE, SaXitiago, S er ie  E /7 , 19fo<.
B«Co Rosen and A«B« Sinmsons ’’I n d u s tr ia liz a t io n , Runily aM  F e r t i l i t y ;  A S tru ctu re! 
P sych o lo g ica l A nalysio o f  th e B r a z ilia n  Case”í 
Itemography, 8;49~í>9» 1971
A*Bo SinmiOEB ’’S o c ia l Economic Ehctors In flu en cin g  ^ fe r t ility  in  L atin  America”! 
Horkixq Paper w ritten  a t  CELALE (S a n tia g o ) , t^ q iaw itten , 1973a«
A*B« Simmons, '’ATubivalenoia on la  p rafarcn cia  por fa m ilia s  c liicas on America 
Latina Rural”? CELALE, SIBP Looitaoat A l/PI (s/lO?i./32/73) 1973b«
A. C oale, "The Domographio T ran sition  Reconsidered”,  Cem r a l - ik m ik m ^
o f  the lUSSP, L iege I 973, p . 53 -72 .
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these preconditions may be present© betsrmination of the existence of these 
preconditions in predominantly non-controlling populations is necessary to understand 
the movement of groups toward control as sooio-oconomic forces create or retard the 
remaining procoiiditions©

Ito soma extent these preconditions may now exist in all the Latin American 
societies among certain groups in the larger cities and to a much more limited extent 
in some rural areas© Review of the indicators of the preconditions seem to indicats 
that in many of the countries the motivation and capacity preconditions are not 
widespread© Howeverj the data on instrumental capacity, particularly knoxiledga of 
oontraoeptive methods, has normally been obtained from female respondents and this 
may underestimate the real knoifledgo available to couples because men may know more 
or be more willing to indicate their knoiiledge© Measures such as family size pre­
ferences on the other hand, may overatimate motivation since most of the surveys from 
which such information has been obtained, tend to presume a clear conception of family 
size by the responilent and therefore, force a single numerical response© In fact, there 
is evidence to suggest that respondonts, at least in rural areas, may often have 
ambivalent feelings toward both large and small families even when they have a pra«> 
dileotion towards one of these© 1/

5o Societal Processes Affecting the Preconditions for 
Marital Fertility Control

A© Methodological Consideration
Given underlying differences in social systems and historical antece.lentB, it 

is highly unlikely that any set of sooio-economic faotoM is having the same 
influence over the prooonditions in each of the I^tin American countries© Ilenoe, 
there is little point in listing her« those variables which have been found to be 
related with motivation, capacity, legitimacy or fertility© Rather, we iri.ll outline 
briefly some important socio-economic processes ̂  that are taking place in many

1 /  A© Bo Simmons, 1973b (op© oit#)©  *

^  The word '’process” i s  b ein g  used in  a dynamic ra th er  than s t a t i c  sense© In  the  
l a t t e r  use o f  the word, process r e fe r s  to  a chain  o f  in te r r e la te d  even ts vihich 
rep eats i t s e l f  in d e f in it e ly  vrithout changing c h a r a c te r is t ic s  -  in  th a t oonco the  
normal b io lo g ic a l  process o f  reproduction from conception  to  p a rtu id tio n  i s  a 
s t a t i c  process© Here, process i s  used in  the dynamic sen se o f  in te r r e la te d  olunges 
th a t brin g  about a permanent a lte r a t io n  o f  the society©



Latin American sooioties and which appear to be affecting one or more of tha 
proconditionso 1/ Although oaoh pi^condition io treated separately horog a more 
sophisticated treatment vîould attempt to account for their interrelated effectso

Within individual societies* a proossa, if it is ocouring, will taka on 
some "uniciue" characteristics rosulting from the interaction with the particular 
characteristics and conditions present in each society* *ihis moans that the same 
general process may influonca the preconditions through different meohanisras and 
to a different degree in each society* Moreover* it should be noted that althougii 
the dynamic notion of process implied here requires empirical evidence from 
longitudinal studies* the available materials are from cross-sectional investigations* 
Vihile some studies may arrive at soma approximation of a causal chain* it should 
be remembered that most of tha evidence comes from studies of differontiala; these 
studies normally do not distinguish bettraen tha possibility that a given variable 
“oauseà” the differential and the possibility that the differential vras caused by 
another factor or existed previously*
B* ProoesBes Affecting Motivation

î)afining a mmber of important societal prooesses that appear to affect the 
motivation to control fertility is more diffioult tlian defining the processes 
affecting the capacity to control* ̂ e  latter Vihile enooHÇ)as3ing more than simple 
technical knovilodge is still relatively specifio in content while the raotivational 
aspects are not* I*hrthersjore* the processes influencing motivation are more closely 
related to the social and economic organisation of the individual societies and 
the complex forces that may be reshaping their struotores*

Yet another oomplioation in defining the processes affecting motivation is 
that the social relationships vdthin communities and societies are such that the 
processes that initiated the changes in motivation may cease to be important as the 
processes affect greater segments of the population and certain aspects of behaviour

-  13 -

1 /  Soma o f  the id eas presented  here were developed during th e f i r s t  Research Training  
Seminar h eld  a t  CELAB3* Santiago* C h ile , S ep t. 1972 through Pbb* 1973*
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oorae to  bo guided by now nonao a f f e c t in g  everyone« For example, education al 

d i f f e r e n t ia ls  in  m otivation al l e v e l s  are f a i r ly  eystem atio , w ith the more educated  

having h if^ er  a sp ir a tio n s  fo r  ch ildren« ^  Bat as la r g e r  propor*tions o f  the  

.s o c ie ty  adopt th ese  a s p ir a t io n s , th ey  bocomo normative and tha edu cation al d if f e r e n t ia l  

dacreasos because alm ost a l l  persons have h igh  a sp ira tio n s«  TSms, p rocesses changing  

m otivation  can, p ara d o x ica lly , ev en tu a lly  in flu o n co  groups th a t are not d ir e c t ly  

affeotod o
Our l i s t  o f  p ro cesses  does not d ir e c t ly  in clu d e two x iid ely -d iscu ssod  fa c to rs  -  

education  and urbanization« In crea ses  in  education  may be viewed in  a lim ite d  sen se  

as an in crea se  in. the average number o f  years o f  formal sch oo lin g  and, in  a broader 

sen se , wherein a l l  new lea rn in g  s itu a t io n s  c o n s t itu te  in crea ses  in  education  whether 

th ey  come from  formal sch o o lin g , th e  mass media, or  con ta ct vath  o th er  cotssnunities 

(p a r t ic u la r ly  in  the case o f  ru ra l groups)« Taking education  in  th e  wider sen se , 

vre have subsumed i t  uM er a  number o f  more gen era l p ro cesses in  v;hich education  
p la y s an important ro le«  This not on ly  seems to  put th e importance o f  education  

i n  p e r sp ec tiv e , but h elp s warn a g a in st o v a rs im p lif io a tio n s  to  th e e f f e c t  th a t  

changing education  per ee  w i l l  h eigh ten  m otivation  and th erefo re  reduce f e r t i l i t y  

le v e ls «  ^  While an in crea se  in  th e  le v e l  o f  formal education  i s  not considered  
a p ro cess  because i t  i s  to o  s p e c i f i c ,  urb an isation  as a process i s  not s in g led  

out because i t  i s  too  general and ambiguous« Hovaver, variou s a sp e c ts  o f  urbanization  

such a s  rural-urban m igration are in vo lved  in  sev era l o f  the p ro cesses  outlined«

The fo llo w in g  -̂roald appear to  be among tha more re lev a n t p recesse s  in  t h is  

contexts

l )  Changes in  the economy atid /or in crea se s  in  p er  ca p ita  income and se r v ic e s

Among th e  more common changes in  an eoonony th a t e f f e c t  m otivation  toward 

f e r t i l i t y  reg u la tio n  are th ose  th a t  r e s u lt  î rosa in d u s tr ia liz a tio n «  I t  n o r m lly  

reduces tha percentage o f  the p op u la tion  in  a g r ic u ltu r a l a c t i v i t i e s  and i s  

accompamed by urbanwards m igrations from h ig i ie r - f o r t i l i t y  ru ra l areas« One would 

exp ect th ose men or  ĵomen who e n te r  fa c to r ie s  or  conaneBcial estab lish m en ts to  bo 

more l ik e ly  to  adopt urban norms« Sinoa th ey  en ter  a s itu a t io n  in  which education  

i s  a  requirement fo r  upward movement, th ey  may cliange th a ir  a sp ir a tio n s  fo r  th e ir

1/ J. re Jeng, "Aceptación de cambios en la posición da la mujeri su valor oscílica- 
tivo en relación a las actitudes hacia la fecundic2ad"| Documento del primor 
Seminario SIEP (AI/P4), CKLADS (Santiago), 1973* Mimeographed»
The m ethodological error  in  such reasoning i s  th a t c r o s s -s e c t io n a l educational 
d if f e r e n t ia ls  do not n e c e s sa r ily  im ply th a t an in crea se  in  education al le v e l s  
over tim e w i l l  lea d  to  a f e r t i l i t y  decrease*
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children* Rosen and Sitnmons 1/ argue that education and woik opportunities for 
iwomen arising ftom industrialization may lead to smaller family size preferences* 
Howevorg since industrialization in Latin America has not been able to absorb all 
the migrants viho leave the rural areas, many men and women enter the misceilanoous 
or domestic service sector: those gix)ups are less likely to adopt urban normative 
patterns, including those related to fertility*

Changes in the eoonoiqy may lead to growth in per capita income which, in 
tttwi, may iapTOve general welfare if the increases are distributed throu^out 
the populatioii* This, in turn, could raise the number of surviving children and, 
therefore, decrease motivation for imlimitod childbearing* Most of the countries 
which appear to have had fertility declines since I960 had relatively large 
increases in per capita income between i960 and 1970« It should be noted however, 
that many countries with appairently stable fertility also tended to have important 
increases in natioiuil per capita income su^esting such overall changes are not 
sufficient in themselves* ^  Whether an examination of the distribution of the 
increased income would account for this observation remains to be examined*

Extension of basic services to larger segments of the population may 
affect motivation since they change both the importance of children to the family 
economy and tend to increase the costs to the family* This is particularly true 
in the case of the extension of education which keeps children out of the labor 
force for longer periods* Moreover, higher educational levels may bring on higher 
socio-economic aspirations and thus greater fertility control motivation*

2) The diffusion of new styles of life with a consumer orientation
This may accon5)any economic development althou^ the objective conditions of 

the general population may change very little in situations whore there is little 
redistribution of income or sharing in the benefits of dovelopraont* Honatheless, 
there are observed changes in leváis of aspiration for children even when the 
probabilities of achioviirg them are limited* In the rural areas of Costa Rica,

u  Rosen and Simmons, op* pit« 
2/ Conning 1973, on* cit.
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almost all of the currently mated women living in good housing conditions and 
with hucbands working in non-agricultrual occupatioiis v.-ant their children to 
reach secondary school or higher^ wMlo a lovjer but still h i ^  79 percent living 
in tho poorest housing conditions with husbands in agriculture wanted tha Sinne#
Not unexpectedly in Peru and Mexico^ all of the women living in the best 
conditions liad M g h  aspirations for their children but the percentages wars 
oioly 67 and 5^ in the two countries for those who live in poor agricultural 
situationso %¡

3) Changas in family struoturQ and in the familyrelation to the 
national sooioty

As the econon<y changes^ the family as an institution becomes increasingly 
specialised vlth picduotion activities being progi'assive3y separated from con­
sumption* As a sequence, children are less available fer economically productive 
work, in part because higher leváis of education are r^jquired and aspired to* 
Hence, tha valorative nature of children is altered* The need for achievenKmt 
outside the family is incroassd while the children’s economdc v'alue for the 
parents diminishes» ^his effect is raora. rajiidly felt by fairáliss in urban areas 
and by those fx'om the middle social strata« Tlis changing value of children to 
the family econoisy probably accounts for tha fact that roughly 50 percent of tto 
Pocfal—Rural sample in 1969-70 that having a small faniily vras economically 
advantageous, whila an equal percentage felt th^t this was also a value of a large 
family (although only 18 percent thought it a disadvantage of a small family)« Zj 
These findings are not nocassarily contradictory since one may ss© similar 
advantages and disadvantages of small and large farailies particularly when tho 
situation in which families exist are changirig«

4) Chants in tha roles and status of women
Changes in the roles of women and their status both inside and outside the 

family have been iiypothasisod as affecting laotivaticn toward controlling family 
size* l5ia process through which this occurs may involve s.xjle«*iucompatibility 
primarily because of the confLiot between household rasponaibilities and

1/ J* Jong, '»iJallasgos provenientes de Pecíal-íhiral*’f VJorking Paper wiltisn at 
CELAB3 (Santiago), 1973ao Typevirittan*

^  Sirranons 1973b, op» oit«
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employásant but also beoause political participation or other activities require , 
more timo outside the horaeso External \toxk not only result in role incompati­
bility but it may aleo increase the level of interest in non-familiar activities 
lovjering the motivation for children» Finally, the active incorporation of wornsn 
in non-doraostio activities which directly affects only a portion of tha woman of 
a country or community, may affeot others who do not worfc but, who through 
communication with those that do, or throû ÿi changes in basic normsg are never­
theless influoncedo

Althouiÿi changes in tha roles and status of women do not operate on3.y though 
increasing i«3rk opportiuiities for women and increasing levels of education- those 
ti'ends are fundamental as has been shot«i in part by Rosan and Simmons» 1/ Hass 
using data from seven metropolitan areas also found that characteristics of the 
city were important in determining the effect of role incompatibility on fertility 
and oontraoeption© 2/ She found the effect stron^st whon fertility was declining 
and wheis non-doiaestic activities were approved» Inoosnpatijility was not related 
to fertility in cities where fertility was very high or very low»

5) Mass Mobiliaation
It has been suggested that political mobilisation and organization may affect 

reproducti’/e behaviour» 13118 hypothesis has yet little evidence to support it but 
various authors have proposed it from a theoi-etical point of view» ¿/ In part, it 
might be argued that political mobilization directed toward a socialist society 
places less emphasis on the family and more on tho society thereby lotsaring per*3onal 
motivation for large numbers of children. González and lírráauriz îiave also suggested 
that the parti®uiar form of mobilisation of the different political parties in 
Chile should have differing effects on the motivation of women to control family 
size in shantytowns»

1 /  Rosen and Simmoxis, op» o i t »
u  Paula H a ss  a H a ts  m a l  B n o lo y n ie n t and F b r t i l i t y  i n  Ffeti-o - p o l i t a n  A m e r ic a »

Unpublished Ph» 2 »  d isser ta t io n »  Duke U n i v a r s i t y ,  1973.» P *  o i5 *'317< .

ECLA, '^Population and H odom ization  in  l a t i n  Anorica”, p£>eparad by th e Bconoraic 
Commission fo r  L atin  America fo r  the U n i t e d  H ations SynpoBiiia on P o p u la t ic n  and 
Develo'cmant (C a iro ), 1973? dt Duque and E» Pastx-ana,, LaB_^estratggiat>  ̂da suoeAVl«« 
venóla  económica d e l s e c to r  popular urbano; ELAS-FLAGSOj

&! 0 .  González and M»M* B rrázuiúz, The Marginal Fb-mily;;, S o c ia l Chango .and_Uqrn:3n's 
ContracaptivQ Behavior« Docujnent prepared fo r  th e  Congress o f  Anthropoiogic^ii 
and E thn ological U cionces (CBLADE), 1973» I-Ianuscidpt.
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Putura studies of Chile may be able to show that the fertility decline 
beginning in the early 1560*s -> a decline fvosn intermediate levels of fertility 
achieved and maintained from the 1980*s to around i960 - resulted from the same 
factors that fii*st brou£^t a centexwloft Christian Itemocratio Government (1964«70) 
and ttea a Marxist Govemc^nt (1970-76) into povrer® noth may bo related to changes 
that increased political amreness and the altered aspirations of the mass of 
the population« The study of the effects of the policies of the Marxist Government 
on the preconditions and on marital fertility (as wall as on nuptiality) vdll 
have to take into account not only the charges in political isaobilissatioa but also 
the short term effects of the 1970-71 redistribution of income and the 1972-73 

economic difficulties«

Co Prooessss Affecting the Gapaoity to Control Marital Fertility
The capacity to control fertility and the level of effectiveness, whether 

it bo throu^ contraception, rhythm, sterilization or abortion, has three 
important dimensionsi l) teoimioal knowledge, where relevant, knowledge concerning 
vhQTQ and how to obtain information on access to moanaj 2) access to the means, 
if required; 3) social knowledge, that is, the capacity to utilize both the 
information and the nsiana to aoiiieve the desired end» The third dimension may 
involve the ability to act upon the likely consequences of actions, to ooEHiuracate 
and cooperate with ons*e spouse, or simply to carry out instructions« 1/

As w i l l  be c le a r  when o u t lin in g  p rocsssas ten d in g  to  chan e l e v e l s  on tliese  

dim onsione, a personas or  a group®s cap acity  i s  to  a great ex ten t dependent upon 

lo c a t io n  in  th e s o c ia l  structure«  The a c c e ss  to  m echanical or chemical methods 

in v o lv es  not on ly  geograpiiical a c c e ss  but f in a n c ia l a ccess  a s  w all»  FUrthermoi'e, 

th e  moans nay be p h y s ic a lly  a v a ila b le  in  both th ese  sexisea, fo r  example, a t  a 

fr e e  c l i n i c ,  bat ti^e inform ation might not be knoxm  to  some groups» The inq>oriant 
procesGOB a f f e c t in g  th e ca p a c ity  p recon d ition  aro:

1) Diffusion of inforiivatioK
Hhat is called hare **the diffusion process”, in a more detailed treatment,

1/ Lee 'Rainwater, And the Poor Get Childî sn: Sex» Contraception and Planning
in tho Working Class; Quadrangle Papsx-bocks^Chicco) edition), Ì96o7"
Re Hill, JaMo btycos, KoVJo oaclc, T'le Family and Pcpulation Control: A Pus ito 
R iG o n  Brperiment in Social Chanr^ci Union of North Carolina Press^Chapol Hill), 
1959» Rosen and Sicsiions, opc oit«
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night bo broken down into a number of separate processes involving, for ejtaraple, 
the mass modiap education, contact through migration, etc* Bach of theso may 
provi^ not only teclmical knowledge but also various aspects of the social 
knowledge necessaiy for the effective use of contix»!* It is important to recognize 
that the specific content of the mass media may not be the only aspect leading 
to technical knowledge since the media (as viell as other types of "education”) 
may create a receptivity for knoxiledge that vail be loamed later or actively 
sought out* ihiiihormore, as found in coiauei’cial adveidiising campaigns, pei’sons 
may not take in the infomation on the first healing but only through constant 
O3qjosur0o Since much infomation is transmitted by word of mouth it could be 
expootsd that a given individual*s level of information will depend on the general 
level of infonsation in this community* Migration, particularly rural to urban 
movement, also accounts for the diffusion of information since persons not exposed 
to information in the rural areas are moro likely to obtain it in urban areas vihara 
it is more prevalent* A iiypothesis worth, considering, ho\iOver, is that the rural 
areas may be losing through migration tha young and more educated who are most 
likely to have biri:h control infomatioa*

2) Changes in the Roles and Status of Women
Various authors hav^ shown that in many situations, couples with greater 

communication are store likely to ues contraceptives* 1/ Greater communication 
and cooperation in the hone seems to come about, in part, through a process that 
beging with changes in social stracture affecting tha education ard employment 
of women, vrhich in turn chan^^s the roles and role attitudes of women in the home 
leading to a more egalitarian family* This in tursi, increases communication on 
various matters among vihich is family size* 2/ Furtliermors, the women who work 
or who live in environments vxhere women are onployed are more exposed to new 
infoitaation than those not in such oitaatiens*

3) Introduction of family plannin?; programs
A relatively now element in Latin Amarica wiiich is affecting the capacity of 

groups to control their fertility is the institutionalization of family planning 
P2?«gj;̂ a;3g, usually with gover'nment participation* Semo proponents of the prxjgrams 
have aa3̂ «3od that they alone will suffice to bring about a reduction in fertilityj:

i/ H * Styoos, K a lia n  F e r t i l i t y  i n  Latin Amei-dca n  Seciologioal Perspectivas* Cornell 
University Praas, "Ythaoa, 19S3j"7Íj^icio*"CuÍagovG]^ "Etapas en la adopción de 
la planifinación familiars Un estudio osculogramstrico", CBLAbB, SIBP document
A..1/P2 Cá/102/19/73), 1973*

2/ Rosen and Sinssaono, on* oit*



20 -

this implies that the motivation and legitimacy conditions already exist or can 
be introduced through the pTOgram* Whatever may be their eventual effect it 
viottld appear that those countries which now have clear national declines in 
fertility began their declines before the program was widespread» ^  Conceivably 
the heated debates that preceded the institutionalization of the programs 2j 
may have increased tho legitimacy of family planning while increasing the general 
knowledge that methods existed*

Since the coverage in most of the countries is much smaller than the apparent 
number of users,j/ it is obvious that most users of modem contraceptive methods 
obtain their supplies outside the family plannj.ng programs* In Costa Rica, with 
a program that has one of the highest coverages in Latin America, a "veiy numerous** 
group seems to be obtaining contmceptive pill outside the program.^/
Do Processes affecting the legitimacy of control

The extent to whidi it is considered legitimate to regulate fertility in 
Latin America, would appear to depend partly on the extent to v/hich there is 
acceptance of: l) the beliefs of the Catholic Church which in the past extolled 
the large family as the ideal and has been resistant to ’'artificial*' means of 
control of fertility; and 2) machismo and its complement for the female, marianismo* 
While it has bean uncritically, accepted by many that these two forces are effective 
in reducing the legitimacy of control, one must question v;hether they are, in fact, 
effective social forces in this sense* If they are not, then the precondition of 
legitimacy may already exist*

In reference to the beliefs of the Catholic Church one must distinguish between 
the effects on the general population which might or mi^t not feel it acceptable 
to use controls themselves and the effect on elites who have the power to enforce 
their conceptions of tihat is legitimate for the general population* Stycos 
examined tho effects of Catholicism on individuals in the seven Pocfal-Urban 
metropolitan areas and found that a measure of ideal family size while positively 
related to religiosity (in.lexed by attendance at church) tath education controlled, 
showed only snail differences botvreen the devout and nominal Catholics* Purtheimore,

1/ Conning, 1972, op* cit*
J*M* S tycos, »'Case Stu d ies in  P u b lic  Opinion Fbrmation: Colombia and Irazil**, in  
IdeolOAVn I h ith  and Pam ily P lan n in g  in  ^ t i n  Am erica*
J.Mo Sty^s’'To^^7r^oGraw"i^^^ ,  1971b, p* 145“173*

¿/ M*L* Garcia, »'Programs da planificacidn familiar en America Latina", Proceedings 
of the Latin American Regional Conference, 1970, Vol* 1, p. 393-400.

4/ Gomez, O P * cit*
S ty co s, 1968, op» c i t .



although there were some consistent relationships in the expected direction vdth 
religiosity involving attitudes toward, and the use of contraception, there was 
no variation in the expected direction in any of the cities when fertility was the 
dependent variable and education was controlled« Stycos concluded that " ««« if 
Catholicism is having little impact on fertility, it may be partly because the 
average woman is not very ’’Catholic” by Church standards, and partly because the 
attitudes and practices of the less religious women are not especially effective in 
the control of fertility”« 1/ A preliminary analysis of the effect of religion in 
the rural areas of four countries also found littlo effect of religiosity« 2/

It may bo argued that while Catholicism, itself has not had much effect on 
individuals it has set the societal norms of the general population without their 
being av;arè of the origin. However, the Pècfal-Urbaa surveys showed that in all the 
cities, between 50 and 75 percent of all women claimed to be in favor of distributing 
birth control information« Hence, the per\rading influence of Catholic ideology 
does not seem to be widespioad in this matter« Nevertheless, the Church seemingly 
has had an effect in the past on some ruling elites who have been untiilling 
publioally to accept the wide use of fertilit5»- control by the population« Ihis refusal 
to legitimate, through laxi and other means, the provision of information and materials 
may have limited the capacity of some sectors to regulate family size« Other elites 
responding more to nationalism and/or fears of control by foreign powers or the 
weakening of- the likelihood of revolution have also opposed population control« 
However, between 1966 and 1973 the governments of all but a few countries have begun 
to provide some form of family planning services either as a part of its own program 
or throu^i provision of facilities for private organizations. ^  A discussion of 
the opinions of the elites concerning the legitimacy of family planning axtd changes 
in these opinions is described by Stycos ot al«j/

•• 21 »»

1/ Ibid, p« 183.
^  TSigar Baldion, Anticoncepoion« Fecunvlidad y Catolicismo en las Areas Rurales y 

Semi-Urbanas de Colombia« 1969. C15LAHS Unpublished«
¿/ Stycos, 1968, O Pe oit«« pgo 1760

¿/ ECLA, op« cit.« p« 44î Garcia, op« oit«
Stycos et al, Ideology, Rxith and Rimily Planning in Latin America:
Studies in Public and Private Opinion on rteî tility Contirol (edited by J«Hc Stycos) 
McGraw HiÌÌ"'(Néwlòiìt^7^Tla«
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As noted earlier the debates that preceded the elite®s general acceptance 
of family planning pixjgrams may have both increased knotiflodge and poscibly 
motivation while also gradually establishing a legitimacy in the minds of those 
individuals who may have felt that their use of control i-sas wrongo This could 
have ocarred in part because of the constant public diooussion of topics that 
previously may have been considered by the general population as '♦unmentionable” 
in public«

The other major cultural factor possibly affecting the legitimacy to control 
fertility is the maohismo-marianismo {or hembrismo) comples which exaggerates 
both ’’masculinity” and ’’feminity”« Machismo tends to put emphasis on the malo®s 
conquest of women, high sexual potency, having many ohildx^n as a sign of virility 
and playing an authoritarian role in the family« 1/ T&irianismo, which Stycos called 
the ’’complex of virginity” ^  involves a system of beliefs that forbids premarital 
intercourse for women but in a broader sense defines women as innocent, pare and 
perfect who do not enjoy sexual relations even within a religiously sanctified 
mairiage and who do not interest themselWis in matters of sex and birth control«^

Although these cultural syndromes continue to rooeiva considereble currency 
as regards their alleged influence on birth control, actual investigations liave 
not uncovered clear relationships in this matter« The general conclusion, based 
primarily on data from Puerto Rioo,_^ is that the raaohismo-ciarianismo complex does 
not seem to guide the man*s actions and attitudes concerning birth control but 
that lack of communication between the spouses may lead the xfoman to base her 
view of vihat is legitimate on the machismo stereotype and not on the reality of 
her husband’s view«

ll JoMo Stycos, Pbmily and Ptertility in Puerto Rico; A Study of the Lower Income 
Group« Columbia University Press (New York), 1955» P» 35« Hill» Stycos and 
lack, opo cito p« 100-102«

^  Stycos, 1955i oPo cito p. 35»
3/ See Stevens, ’’ilarianismo: The other face of Machismo in Latin America”, in

Female and Male in Latin America: Essays, edited by A« Pescatello, University of 
Pittsbur5r7reSBrXPrttsburghy7"r973, p« 90“101 fo2* a discussion end historical 
account and Kinzer, (Priests, Machos and labies: Or, Latin American Women and 
the Manichacan Heresy, J« of Marriage and the Riraily , Voi« 35-2, May 1973, 
p« 300-312) for a review of an extensive bibliography on machismo and marianiikjo®

y  Hill, Stycos and lack, op« oit«


