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1. Introducticn

The fertility experience of Latin American countries over %tha recent period
shows consideraoble heterogensity in both levels and irends, On the whole, fertility
rates remain very high but recent atudies hovs made much of the fact that, afior

long periods of high and even rising birth rates, a slight decline has been regisztersd

in approximately half of the countries in ihe region. g/ The significancs of the
declins lies not in i%8 magnitude but in ths probability that i% is the precursox

of a more sizecble and continuous descent. Furither, available information would peem

to indicate that the declines ara not simply atiributable to the effect of changing
age and gex distribuitions, bui rather to a medification of fertility~ralated knowlsdge,
attitudes and practices in iiven sccio-gconomic groups. The object of this section

will De-to summarize exisiing informaiion on the infiuence which socio~economic factors

exert on fertility levels, ‘rends and differentials in Latin America.

2. Organizotiomal Framework

Despite the largs numbsr of recent studies orienisd to the explanation of
fertility determinonts, it is a faix statement that a clearly-defined theoretical ‘
framewosk within which to ocullive the imporiant mocio-sconcmic processes influencing ,f
fertility in Latin America has yet %o be formulated. In i8 absencs, it will Ts
expedient 4o utilizs a simple organizationél framevwork within which salient foctors
can be discuseada-Underlying 4hig fromework is the assumption that socizl and
aconomic forces do not directly affect the biological processss of repreduction ;
but rather act upon a set of variables which destermine the risikt of exposure ot each |

of the siages in biological reproduction - soxual relations, conception, gestation and

parturition. g/ In this light, the examination of how vocial and economic proczuses

&/ %o Conning, "Lotin American Fertility Yrends and Influencing Factors®, in
International Population Gonforence of the IUSSP, Liege 1973, Volo 2, po 125-147,

2/ Tae set of cleveu intermediate variables were originally formmlated in a clasaic
paper by Judith Bleke and Xingsley Davis < “Socisl sirvctuxe zrd fertility; o
ana}gticgl framework®, Beopomic Development and Cultural Chauge, Vole. IVe N© 3
Aprild, 1956,
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in Latin America affect fértility levels, tronds and differentials thus roguires
analysis of the effect of these processes on the intsimediate variables within
the sgpecific hisiorical oxpseriences of ths counizies.

Following eatablished practice, the intermad;ata variaolss can initially be.
geparated into: a) those involving muptiality; and, b) thoss that affect fertility
within unicns. Although the Fforces that act on boih ssts of variables might be
eimilar, ha distination between them is eiill jusiifiable since the mannsy of
their action on the two sets of variables is different. Movaover, at tho iandividual
level, the decision to formm a union, whethey made by the couple or the pavenis, i
not usvally mads only on the basio of fuiure childbsaring perspsctivesy even ihough
marriago and childbearing are interiwined.

It ip convenient to separale further the intermediate varicbles relevant
within snicns into two additional categories: bl) thoss that are invelundazy and
primerily healtb-yelatod such os spontanecus cbortion or inveluniary iafecundity;
andg 12) those which imvolvae moms congclous aotion to control childbearing such as
coutraception or induced ahortion; This analytical separation of the interwediczie
voriables into a toitnl of three seis allows the not effest of Listorical societal
processas on the fertility of groups 4o bo systematically awalyzed through a
caasideratign of the offecis of these proccssaé on each of the gets of intermediate
variables,

Since the socictal precesses affecting the level of consciocus control of
fertility must operatc through the actions of individuals or couples it is logical
to consider the processes in terms of their effect on the pygconditions required
for control by individuals. These precondiitions may be defined as involving the
motivation, instrumental capacity aud legitimacy for controllirg family size. The
degree to which grouns within societies attempt to control their fertility depends
on the level of all of theeo proconditions.

Utilizing thio organizational framowork, the following sections discusg rosearch
and hypotheses thot considar the sccial and economic processes affecting the three
seto of intermediote variablos. It should be roted that neither the framework nor
the diecusaion that fellows attempt to explain ithe socio-economic processes in a
higtorical and structural contexi, since that would require a theory which hao not
et beon fourmulated. It is expected, howsver, that when theoretical developmehﬁa
permit amplmnations for various counirics of Latin America, thevcr.anizational

fremevwork will permit the comnection of the more abstract thsoreitical concepts
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t0 specific phenomena concerning fertility. ,

| Since observed fertility differentials and changes in fertility levels result
from the net and scmetimes countervailing effects of social and economic processoca
on fertility detemminanis, the relative importance of the changes in the determinanis
on the resultant fertility levels is not direcily treated.

3o Nuptiality Determinants of Fortility

Ao Nupiiality and Fertility

The fertility level of a society or social groups at any given time is a
function of the numbsr of births per woman in marital unions and of the‘prﬂéor‘bion
of all wq:aén in the childbearing ages living in such unions. Although Latin American
data on union formation are rather sketchy, it is beyond doub%t that for the purposss
of inveatigating fertility trends in this region, the term "marital union® should
in_clude not only institutionalized unions but also common-law relationships. In
addition other types of relatively permanent or otherwise relevant non-cohabiting
unions are sure 'to be of significance but sinca their pmva-lénca ard effect bre
laregely unknown we will be concerned primarily with cchabiting unions in this
conteste A ‘

The importauce of distinguishing the unptialily component of everall fortility
from marital fertility is illustrated by Collvert's calculation that the levwsl of
fertility in Latin America around 1860 remainad ot about half the biological maximum
through women being single, separated, widowed or divorced. y Furthermore, changes
in nuptiality-related intermediate variables may act on fertility in the same
directions as marital fertility determinants or ithey may act in oppcsed directions.
For exomple, during the 1960'a both a decrease in the mpiiality rate and a decrease
in marital fertility contributed Yo falling-govemll fortility ia Costa Rica _g/ while
in Chile the cruds nupiiali%y rata may have been going up from 1962 to 1965 just as
varicus fertility measures were indicating the start of a long declins.3/

1/ Collver, 1965 op._cit. v. 47
2/ Gémsz, op, cite pe 2582299

3/ Fo Fleres, Eatudio de la nupeinlidad en Chile: Andlisis en el tiempo y en el
espacio, CELADS (Santiago) 1972, tlyped.
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Unfortunately, rslatively little attention has beon devoted %o the atudy
of nuptiality in Latin America. In pari, this ie due to the fact that a large
proportion of women do not live in legal unions., By definiiion, they are not
recorded in marriaga registers and, on censutlt, they are often reported as
never=mated, paﬁicularly when they are ceparated. (For these reasons authors
such as Dixon,}j exclude Latin American countriea from explanatory comparative
- gtudies of nupiiality). Conmeguently, trends in nuptiality and their effect on
fertility are difficult to obitain in many countrics although scme work on
npptiality trends has been done by Camisa 2/ and Arretx 3/ who analyzed data from
4the 1950 and 1960 censuses., Campanario used these data to calculate indices which
geparate the overall fertility trends b;:.sed. on all women into nupiiality and
marital fertility components. His data show, for exampls; that while fertility
within unions decreased slightly in Brazil between 1940 and 1950, nuptiality
changes acted in the opposite direction, 4/

Some ressarch has been oonduo vad into itypss of unions and their effect on
fortility primarily in the English speaking Caribbeang _5/ These atudms, have
tended to find that the wmore stable the union the higher the fertility; that is,
legal uvnicns have the highsst fertility followed by consensual and then visiting
unions, the last being a union without cohabitation. 6/ In Latin America, although

_/ Re Dixon, "Exploining crogs - cultural variations in age at marriage and propor-
‘tions nover marrying”, Population Studieg, 1971, Vel. 25, po 215=233.

2/ 2. Camiea, la nupcialidad femenina en Andrica lavina durante e) periedo intere
censal 1950.1950, CHEIADE, AS/10 {San Jos$, Cousta Rica)y 1971,

3/ Co Arreix, "Nuptiality in Latin America™, Procsedings of Genoral Conference of
IUSSPy London, 1969, Vol. 3

3/ P. Campanario, "Factorzs que influysn en la fecundidods los factores Maltusgiano
y Feomaltusiano%, Serie C/142 - CELADE (Santiago) 1972

2/ W. Mertens, "Investigacidn sobre la fecundided y la planificccidn familiar en
América latima™; Proc. of the latin American Rsgional Conference, 1970, Volo. 1
(Colegio de ﬁéx:xco) 193-235. For a sumaary ¢fe pe 200=202. -

&/ GoHe Roberts, "Fertility in some Caribbean Countries", Proc. of the Geneml
Conference of the IUSSP, London 1909,



5=

Yaukey, Thorsen and Onaoka, 1/ using data from seven metropolitan areas, 2/ found
that womon in congensual unions lost far more time through separa$ions thap thosa
in legal unions, the differentials betwscn the types of union varied in direction
from city to city 3/ Generally women in consensual uniors tendsd %o have highsr
fertility ’chzm' the legally-married in citiss in which the consensually-maicd fomed
o high p'ercentage of the total mated population. Mird and Meriens, g/ hovevar,
warxi against concluding oo much without more precise and sophisticated survays.

It should also be noied that core must be exercised in studying fert&lity by type
of presént union eince consensual unions tond to be legalized as women get older
and this may affect fertility levels apparently asscciated with legal unions. y
in aurveys in the rural and small urban areas 6/ unpublished tabulaiions at CELADE
also show that a large percentage of women in a second union are those who ccntlmed
40 live with the same husband but chianged to a legal union.

Bo Socic-Economic Processas Affecting Nuptiality

There is a general lack of explanatory research on nuptiality. 7/ Ia Latin
Americay; the lack of daia and descriptive analyses of nuptialily is naturally
accompanied by a general lack of research on the socic-economic factors and
procesees generating the mating patterns and chaonges in them.

1/ De Yaukey, T. Thorsen and A.T. Oncka, "Marriage at an earlier than ideal age in
8ix Latin American cities", Populaticn Studies , Volo 26=2 po 263-272, 1972.

3/ Ao Conning, {Fncuestas commarativas de fecundidad en Amdrica Latinas Alrunos
ospectos metodelogicos: Dosument presented to the 24th Anmmel Rsunion of the
Sociedade Brasileira para o.Progreso de Ciencia, Sao Paulo, 1972) provides a
description of these data.

3/ Co Mird and He Mertens. "Influences Affecting Fertility in Urban and Rural
Latin America%, }iilbanlk Memorial Fund Guartorly, 1968; Vol XIVI=3 Part 2, p.
- 89=117. '

4/ Toid, p. 102,

5/ W Heriens ops_oit. ps 201,

6/ These data aro described in Conning, 1972, op. Gite

1/ J. Heeren, "Marriage as a Demographic Va:rinble';. Proczedines of the Ceneral

Conforanca of the JUSSP, Liege 1973, p. S-1T.
Hawthorn, Geofireys The Sociology of Fertility, Collier-HcMillan, London 1970.
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Some research has been devoted %to age at first union differentials, for
example, Yaukey, Thorsen and Onaka found tha% mors educated vomen in the sevén
oity Pecfal-Urbon surveys tendsd %o have higher ages of first union and then
attompted to explain, without wmuch avcesss, real ages of marriage in terms of
wonmen®s ideal ages of marriag. y At the aggregate level, Ccllver has argued
tha$ economis conditions during the first half of the 20th Csntury led to
dif7erences in morriogs rates in many Latin Amexicon countries whaich in turn coused
fluctuations in the birth rate. FMarthermore, he found circumstantial evidence to
sﬁpport ths arzument that the countries more dspendent on exporte and foreign
capital suffered greater declines in their cruds birth rates duving the 1930°%s
Greoat Teopression, presumably becauss of tho effsct on muptiality ratese. 2/

Flores found that marringe ratles and inflation rates in Chile seem to vary together
and that thsre was a clear corralatioa with important political events like
pmsidenfia,l clections but he did not attempt to explain the relationships in
detaile ‘;/ Thers appeasrs 1o bs some evidencs that the marxiage rate increasel
after the Cuban Revolution in 1959 which, in part; moy have acconnted for the |
large increase in the previously falling crude birth rate, 1% wanut from around 27
per 1000 in 1558 to about 37 in 1962. In part, botkz the birth rote and the marriags
rate changes wera probably related io incrsasas in the welfaxro of $he majority of
the population over the same pericd as total employment increamed by a large
percentage, urhan xenis were cut by half and various other similar measures were
put into pmc‘&ic@é when economic conditions began to get more difficull in 1962,
the birth rate began t6 fall again. 4/

More remsarch must be devotsd to the study of muptiality with the emphasis
pat both om more adequate measurement of levels and trends and on the study of
footors affecting these trendse ‘3ecavse posiponneat of marriage (i.e. changing
the age of marriege) in response to or im anticipation of, specific economic or
social conditions is pessible without changing underlying factora, it is important
to try o distinguish short term from long term 4trends. One would expect that

1/ Youkey et 2l 1972. op cit.

2/ Collver, 1965 ops cite pe 33-36 and A.0. Collver, "Current trends and differentials
in fertility as revesled by official data"y liilbank Memordial Fund Quartexly, XLVI,
Pard 2t p. 42, 1958. ' '

3/ P, Flores op, cit. Estudio de la nupcialidad en Chile: Andlisis en el tiemps y en
ol espacio, CELADE (Santiago)s 1972. Typede

4/ Barent Landsirest, Jr., "Marxisis®, in Ideclszy, Faith ond Femily Planning in
la¥in Arerica; JeM. Stycos (ed.) McGraw Hill (Now York).
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higher levels of formal schooling and adult eduoafion. inoreasing political awnreness.
and participation, changes in the levels and distribution of income, more efficient
birth control metheds (decreasing forced unions due to pre-marital pregnancy),
increasing labor force participation by unmarried i:é;nen as wsll as $heir participation
in higher stotus jobs and; in general, changss in the »oles and statns of women, all
will lead 4o long-term higher cgee of firat union in these groups vhich now have
relatively low ages of first union.

4. Marital Fertility Noterminanis

Ao Bio=haalth and deliberata control variables

In accordance with the organizational fromawork proposed earlier, wa shall noy
focua on marital fertility (that is, fertility within legal or conszensual unions)
to the exclusion of nuptialiiy-related considerations. To this purpose, ong counld
simply try to ascertain the effect of socio-econemic factors on marital fertility
its21f, but, as argued previously, such an approach mokes explanatory analysis
impréoise since the social and economic processes do not affect ferﬁlity directly
but i‘a'bhar through their influences on the intermediate variobles, _

' Concentrating on the exzplanation of the intermediate variables rather than
on morital fertility itecelf is important for two reasons. Firsi, a large perﬁsntage
of the variance in fertility levels among individuals may be accounted for by
biological and acoidental factors making i% difficult do etudy the direct effecta
of complex mocial changes on fertility, particularly at the individual level. _3;/
Sscond, on alterpative approach might lead to the conclueion that certain social or
sconomic chonges are not affecting fertility when, in fact, they are differsntially
affecting distinct intermediate variables or othorwise cancelling each other cut.
For ezample, a change in the economio lavel of a social group might lead to a
decrease in the rate of gpontaneous abortion thoreby ezerting a positive influence
on the fertility rats 2/ but at the same time it could also Tesult in more extensive
uss cf contraception and thus to lowar fertility. Conceivably, ths net outcome of
these contradiolory influences on fertility might be zero. at least in initial

stages of tranaformation.

1/ P.Co Sagi and C.F. UYestoff, “An lixercise in Partitioning soms components of the
Voriance of TFamily Size®; Deerging Tronds in Populatioa Res earca, Hilbank Memorial
Fand Quarterly, 1963; po 130-140.

2/ P. Flores, Efectos de los cambios de la mortalidad sobre la fecundidad aplicacién
de un modelo de simulavién; CELADE (Santmgo) 1971, To be published by CELADE,
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v As indicated in the outline of the organizational framework, it is convenient
t0 subdivide the jntermediate variobles acting within wiiona inio two peneral
oategories: the bio-health variables including abstinence for reasons of illness,
involuntary 'infecundity and spontaracua aborition; and the deliberats~control
variables 1/ comprising abstinence such as in the rhythm method of control, con--
tracepiion, sierilization for reacons of birth conirol ard induced abortiion. _2_/
Whether a givon aciion is placed in one category, rather than 'the other may depend
on the circumsiances. Prolonged lactation may exist in a soclety for reasons other
than birth control in which case it would be considered as temporvary "involuntary"
infecundity; if used %o avoid pregnancy it would be considered as a ccnscious
‘r;xaasura to reduce fertility. The application of {the bic-hoalith vs. congcious action
distinction o certain concreie situations might be problematic butv it remains a
useful analytic distinction, Variations in the bio-health variabies account for
differences in levels of "natural® fertility and also in populations which have
only recently begun to exert some form of birth control. The conscious action
variables are nore 83::8:11::&9 to socio-aconomic ‘changa ond sat:l_.sfactorily account

for past fartility declinss,

Bo Uncontrolled {"Natural™) Marital Fertility

For reacons outlined earlier, information on marital feriility levels in
Latin America ig deficient, particularly with respect to specific sub-groups
‘tithin cmintﬁeso Nevertheless, it is reasonable {0 assume thai these levels ars
high in most countries since national rates (which include all women in child-
bearing ages) are generally elevatede 3/ In addition, it is bighly proboble that
in most countries, ewen those with intermediats fertility levels, high-fortility
subgroups of substantial proportions will be found. Honce, analysis of the sdcio—- .
economio footors affacting marital fertility must be preceded by a consideration
of uncontrolled or "matural® fertility; this has been defined by Henry as that
which exists in unions wherein reproductive behavicur is not altered by the number

of children alrealy borne. By definition, conscious contyol actions are not
Y ')

}_/ This term is preferred over 'voluntary control" to avoid tho ambiguitiés of
the lattar.

2/ Coital frequency has not been included in eithor of the two categories because
of inadequate information.

Q/ AcMe Coming, “Latin American Fertility Trends and Influencing Factors®; Proc.
of the Uaneral Conference of the IUSSP, Licge, 1973, p. 125147,

4/ Lo Henry, "Some data on natural fertility", Bugenics Ouarterly, Vol. 8, N° 2,1961.




_ practiced in natural fertility populations. Jecause natural fertility is the result

- not only of inherent biological levels of fscundity but also of the bviological
effacts of socially-dstermined varicbles such as health and nutrition 1/and of the
unintentional fertility rcduction prociicass of a population, it is understandable
that natural fertility levels have been found %o vary from sociely to socisty,.
However, uhile thers is variation in the lovel, the age-spccific rate schedules

tend to have a form which is independent of the level. 2/ Recogrition of the
theoretical and empirical impor*canca of natural ferbili'ty is quite recent and thus
few attempis have hoen made at uncovaring levels and differentials in Latin American
natural fertility. This undoubiedly consiitutes an imporitant area for future research
.ond moy lead to the discovery of previously unobserved control pmb’sices. The point
is of some importance since investigators have a tendency to preusume that substantial
‘majorities of the population had never known or practiced any form of birth control
prior to the advent of medern coniracepitive methods. Yet, since anthropologisis
suggest.:. that nearly all primitive groups understand the interrelation between sxual
intercourse and childbearing 3/ it is diffioult %o accept a priori that methods

such as abortion or withdrawal were unknown to most Latin American populations, even
if they were not normally pricticed or practiced inefficiently. #vidence of differential
natursl fertility levels in otherwiss similar populations might indicate the
existence of control practices and of basic motivation to fertility regulation.

C. The Control of Marital Fertility
1) Fertility differential and fertility decline

The prevalence of fertility differentials in many Latin American cities and to
a lesser extent, in some rural areas, suggest that certain seciors of the population
in most countries of the region may “e exerting some control over fertility. ﬁ/

1/ J. Sheps, M. Ridley, et. al, "‘he Effects of Changing ilortality on Natality",
Hilbank Hemorial fvnd Quarterly, XLV-1:77-97. 1967T. )

2/ Thomas Espenshade, "Now Hethod for Bstimating the Level of Hational Fertility in
Population Practicing dirth Control"; Demogrophy, Vole 8-4, pe 525=536, 1971,

3/ G. Hawthorn, The Sociology of Fertility, Collicr-lMacmillan, Londom, 1970. op.cit.
Pe 380 . .

4/ cf. for example, tha tables in Mertens op. cil. for contracentive use and, E.
Carrasco("Incidence of Abortion, Fertility und Contraception in Latin America”,
Proceedings of the General Conference cf the IUSSP, Liege, 1973) for more
limited data on abortion. - -
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Verification of differentials, howaver, is only a starting point in understanding.
_ patterns and changes in fertility. Further progress requires elucidation of the
macro-level socio-economic changes that are producing the differentials and of the
social~psychological mechanisms through which particular factoz;s act within specific
historical conditicons. In succeeding paragraphs, ws will be examining the socio-
economic processes and the mechanismg altering ths intermediate varicbles that
involve conecious action, namely, contrccepiion, induced aboriion, sterilization
and voluntary abstinence.

We do not oxpect to find universal laws that explain changing levels in the
conscioug=control of fertility under all circumstances. Certainly, strong generalie-
zations have not yet been found to cxplain the various Buropsan transitions from:
high to low mariial fertility, 1/ ﬂ’.’he relevani variables and the procssses chm'xéing
then, appear to -Qfary with the hist;:rical conditiors. Furthermors, the specific
workings of the factors may depend on the forms of social organizatione Educatiori
in a socialist society such as Cuba is likely to have different implications from
education in a society such as the Dominican Republic. Nwven if e-lﬁca‘éio;x affecto
fertility in boih, the nature of education and the gxplanation of how it acis are
likely to be very different in cach of these societies.

Vhile these problems limit the ability to make gensralizations withou_"c an
underlying theoretical framoework, they do not make it impossidle %o define a 3i_mple
paradign which sets out the basic pre~conditions that are necessary for fertility |
controls The pre-conditions allow the known information to be organized and suggest
"research that is likely to be useful for any theoretical framework tha% may be
developed in the future., A consideraticmn of the preconditions also pemmits a
systemaﬁo review of {the sccio-economic processes affecting the conscious control
determinants of marital fertility. '

2) Pre~conditions for marital fertility control

 We begin with the assumption that a mignificant and permmanent change in the
marital fertility of a group from natural fertility Yo some lower value nommally

requires some fom of consclous effort by individuals or couples, however, confused,

_/ Ses, for instance, B. Yan de Walle, and J. Knodel, "Demographic Transition and
Fertility DNecline: Yhe Furopsan Case; Procs of the IUSSP Conference, 1967:47.




ambiguous or uncertain the effort. This is true whether coitus dependent of coitus
indspénﬂent methods of control are used although the latter would seem to require
less constant motivation. Whatavaf the method, at least at present; the individual
or tha couple must toke some form of conscious action. The fact that thoy take
such an aciion means that there are certain pre-conditions or pre—requisitas that
must exiat at the individoal level and that these must be fairly widespresd in a
group if its fert¢ilitly level is to change. Hence, our imierest is in defining the
necessary societal conditions that must be present if significant numbers of
individuals are conscicusly to regulate their fortility.

The logical pre-conditions for controlling fertility, which have tecen stated
v_implicitly by meny authors, have been explicitly specified recenily, in whole or
party, by various authors. ;/ It poems most convenient to define three preconditions:

Mo%ivation: Controlling fertility must be seen as advantageous by individual
couples although the exact motivation may not be entirely clear %o ithe individuzals.
It has been noted that the changes in motivation may be in direciion or intensity
or both.

Capacity: The techniques of control must be avallable, must ba known to
individunls and they must have the capacity %o utilize them. This implies mors
than just technical capacity; for exampley it may require communication between
spouses that allows them to identify common motivation arnd to arrange for the
proper.ugy.of “conirole '

Legitimacy: Conirol of fbrtlllty nust be "within the calculus of conscious
choico"s Thie is different from motivation for control, since a couple may feel
i% has good reasons for not having additional chil.lrsn but may feal that they have
no right to interfere with naiural processes or must accept fatalistically wiatever
ocours.

-3) The eximtenca and exient of ths preconditions in Latin America

All three conditions are necessaty for fertility control to take placae

However; in societies or groups nol controlling their fertility, one or two of

l/ R.0. Carletony Aspecios metodoldpmicos y socioldgmicos de la fecundidad humana,
CELADE, Somtiago, Serie E/7, 1Y70.
B.Co, Rosen and A.B., Simmons "Industrialization, Family and Fexrtility: A Structural
Psychological Analysio of the Brazilian Case';
Demography, 8:49~0%, 1971
A8 Simmors "Social Economic Mactors Influencing Fertility in ILatin America';
Yorkirz Paper writien at CIELADE (Santisgo), typewritten, 1973a.
AJB. Sxmmona, “ambivalenoia en la preferencia por familias chicas en América
Latina Bural®; CELADE, SIEP Doowment AL/PI {S$/101/32/73) 1973b.
A. Coale, "The Demographio Transition Reconsidered™, Proc. of General Conferenca
of the IUSSP, Lisge 1973, pe. 53-T2.
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' these preconditions may be present. Determination of the existence of these
preconditions in predominantly non-conirolling populations is necessary to undersatand
the movement of groups toward control as socio-economic forces crecate or retard thg
remaining preconditions, o '

To some extent these prcconditions may now exist ir all the Latin Amsrican
societies among certain groups in the larger cities and to a much mors limited extent
in some rural areas. Review of the indicators of the preconditions seem to indicats
that in nany of the couniries the motivation and capacity preconditions are not
widsspread. However, the date on instrumental capacity, particularly knowledge of
contraceptive metheds, has normally been obtained from female respondents and this
may underssiimate the real knowledge ovailable to couples becanse msn may know more
or be more willing to indicate their knowledge. Measures such as family sizs pre-
ferences on ths other hand, may overstimats motivation since most of the surveys from
vhich such information has been obtained, tend %o presume a clear conceniion of family
size by the respondent and therefore, force a single numerical rssponse. In fact, there
is evidence to suggest that respondents, at least in rural areas, may ofien have
ambivalent feelings toward both large and small families even when they have a préw

‘dilection towards one of these, 1/

50 Socistal Processes Affecting the Preconditions for
Marital Fertility Conirol

A, Mathodological Congidaration

Given underlying differences in social systems and historical antecedents, it
is highly unlikely that any set of socio~economic factors is having the same
influence over the preoconditions in each of the Latin American covntries. Ilencae,
there is little point in listing hers thosa variables which have bseen found to be
related with motivation, capacity, legitimacy or fertility. Rathar, we will outline
briefly some important Bocio-cconomic processos g/ that are taking place in many

1/ A. Bo Simmons, 1973b (op. cite)s

2/ Tha word "process" is being used in a dynamic rather than static sense. In the
latter ugze of the word, process refers to a chain of interrelated events which
repeats iteelf indefinitely withnout changing charasterigtics — in that sancs the
normal biological process of reprocduciion from conception 4o parturition is a
static prucess. Here, procassg is used in the dynamic sense of interrelated changes
that bring avout a pemanent alteration of the society.



La't.in'Amarican societies and which appear %o be affecting one or mors of the
preconditions, ;l/ Although cach precondition is treated separately here, o more
sophisticated trsaiment would atiempt to account for their interrelated effects.
Hithin individual Bomehes, a process, if it is occumng, will take on
gome "unique! chamcuermhcs res ultmg from the interastion with the particular
characteristics and conditions pregent in each socieiy. This moans that the same
genoral precess may influence the preéonditiona through different mechanigms ahd
to a different degres in ecach society. Moreovery, it should be poted that although
the dynamic notion of process implied hexe requires empirical evidenca from
longitudinal studies,; the available matarials are from crossessctional investigations,
While -some studies may arrive at some approximation of a causal chain, it should
be rememoered that most of the evidence comes from studies of differentials; theee
gtudies normally do not distinguish between the possibility that a given vari’able
“causea® the differantial and the possibility that the differential was caussd by
antther factor or existed previously.

Bo Preocesses Affacting Motivation

Defining a number of imiaortant éooietal procasses that appear o affect the
motivatioh_ to control fertility is more difficult than defining the processes
" affecting the capacity %o control,The latter while encompassing more than simple
technical knouledge is still relatively speciffio in content while the motivatiomal
aspects are not. Furthormore, the processes influcncing motivation ars more clozely
rélated to thae social and ecoromic organization of the individual societies dnd
the complex forces that may be reshaping their structures,

Yet another complication in defining the procesces affecting motivation is
that the social relationshipe within communiiies and socisties are such that the
processes that initiated the changes in motivation may cease %o be important as the
-processes affsct greater segments of the population and cortain aspects of behaviour

J Soma of the ideas presented here were developed during the firat Research ’I‘ra:.mng
Seminar held at CELADE, Sentiago, Chile, Sept. 1972 through Feb. 1973,
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come to be guided by neufnbrms affecting everyone. lor example, educational
differentials in motivational levels are fairly systematio, with the more educated
having higher aspirations for children,. é/ But as.larger proportions of the

.8cciety adopt these aspirations, they bvecoms normative and ths educational differential
decrcasas because almost all persons have high aspiratiénso Thus, processes changing
motivation can, paradoxically,; evéntually influcnce groups that are not directly
affectad. ,

Our list of processes doos not directly include tuwo wilely-discussed faciora -
education and urbanization. Increases in education may be viewed in a limited sense
a8 an incresase invthe‘avarage number of years of formal schooling and, in a brbadér
sansey wherein all new learnming situations constitute increasas in education whether
thﬁy come from formal schooling, the mass media, or contact with other communities
{particularly in the case of rural gr@hpa)o Taking education in the wider 55N6O,
w2 have subsumed it under a number of more general processes in which education

‘plays.an important role. This not only seems %o pui the importance of education

in perspective, but helps warn against oversimplifications to the effect that
clianging education per ge will heighten motivation and therefors reduce fbrgility
levels. 2/ While an increase in the level of formal education is not considencd

a process becsusgs it is %oo apeoific; urbanization a8 a process is not singled

out because it is too general and ambiguous. However, various aspects of urbarization
Buch as rural-uarban migration ars involved in several of the processes cutlined.

The following would appear 4o Lo among the more relovont processes in this
context: .

1) Changes in the economy and/or inoresses iu per capita income and services

Arong the more commen changee in an economy that effest motivotion towaxd
fertility regulation are those that result from indusirialization. It normally
reducsn the percentage of the population in agricultural activities and is
accompanied by urtanwards migrations from higherwfertility rural aréas. One would
expect those men or yomen who enter factories or commepcial establishmenis to be
more likely to adopt urban norms. Since they enier a situwation in which ‘education

iB a requiremons for upward moyamento they way change their agpirations for their

;/ Jo T8 Jong, "Aceptacidn do cambios en la posicidn de la mujer: su valor exnlica-
tivo en rclacidn a las actitudes hacia la fecundidad®; Documento del primer
Seminario SIEF (AX/P4), CLLADE (Santiago), 1973. Mimeographed. -

2/ The methodological error in such reasoning is that cross-sectional educational
differentials do not necessarily imply that an increasse in educational levels
over time will lead to a fertility decreasa,
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children, Rosen and Simmons _3_./ argue that education and work opportunities for
women arising from indusirialization may lead to smaller family size preferences.
Hovever, since industrinlization in Latin America has not been able to absorb all
the migrants who leave the rural areas, many men and women enter the miscellancous
or domestic service sector: these groups are less likely %0 adopt urban nomative
pattemns, inocluding those related to fertility.

Changes in the economy may lead io growth in per capita income which, in
turn, may improve general welfare if {the increages are distriiuted throughout
the populatioh. This, in turn, could raise the numbsr of surviving children and,
{therefore, decrease motivation for unlimited childbearing. Most of the couniries
which appear to have had fertility declines since 1960 had relatively large
increases in per capita income between 1960 and 1970, It should be noted however,
that many countries with opparontly stoble fertility also tended to have important
increases in national per capita income suzgesting such overall changes are not
sufficient in themselves. 2/ Whether an exanination of the distribution of the
increased income would account for this observation remaina 4o be exomined.

Fxtension of basic sarvices to larger ssgments of the population may
affect motivation since they-chahge both the importance of children to the family
eoonomy and tend to increase the costs to the family. This is particularly true
in the case ;:f the extension of education which keepsa children out of the labor
force for longer psriods. Moreover, higher educational levels may bring on higher
socio=aconomic aspirations and thus greatsr fertility control motivation.

2) The diffusion of new styles of lifs with a consumer orientation

This may accompany economic development although the objective conditions of
the general population may chahge very little in situations where there is little
redistribution of income or sharing in the benefits of development. Nonetheless,
there are observed changes in leveéls of aspiré.tion for children even when the
prooabilitises of achieying them are limited. In the rural areas of Costa Rica,

1/ Rosen and Simmons, op. ocit.
2/ Conning 1973, op. cit.



almost all of the currently mated women living in good housing conditions and
with husbande working in non-agricultrual occupations want their children to
roach cecondary schoel or higher, while a lower but still high T9 percent living
in the poorest hoqsing conditions with hustands in agriculiure wanted the same.
Not uﬁexpectedl,y in Peru and Mexicog; all of ths women living in the best
conditions had high aspirations fovr their children but the percentages wars
only 67 and 56 in the two countries for those who livs in poor agricultural
situations. 1/ ' |

3) Chonges in fomily structure and in the family®s relabicn to_the
national sociciy ' _

As 'bhqv economy changes, the family as an institution becomss increasingly
specialized with production activities being progressively separated from con-
sumption, As a sequence, children are leaﬁava.ilable fer sconomically productive
" work, in part because higher léveis of education are required and aspired to.
Henf;e, tha wvalorative nature of children is altered. The need for achievemsnt
outside the family is increassd vhile the chil:dyen®s economie value for the
parenis diminishes. This effect is moxre. rapidly foll by familiss in urban areas
and by those from the middla social strata, The changing valve of children %o
the family economy probably acceunts for the fact that rougbly 50 percent of the
Pecfal—RumlAeample in 1969-T70 felt that hoving a small family woe economically
advantageous, while an squal percentage felt that this was also a value of a large
fomily (aithough omly 18 percent thought it a disadvantage of a small famiiy)e 2/
Thesa findings are not izecassar_ily contradictory since one may cse similar .
advantages and disadvantoges of small and large families paz;'ticularlgr whzn the
situation in which families exist are cfw.n{;i.nga ‘

4) Changss in the roles and status of women

Changes in the xoles of women and their status both inside and outside tha
family hava besn hypothesizad ag affecting motivaticn toward controlling family
size, The procaess through which this ocours may involve scle-iucompatibility

.

primarily because of the conflict batwsen household responsibdilities and

1/ J. De Jong, "Ballazgos provenientes de Pecfal~-Rural®; Working Papor writter at
CELADE (Santiago), 1973a. Typeuritten.

2/ Simmons 1973b, cps cite
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employmnant but alse ‘beoauss political participation or other activities mquiz‘"é‘ e
more time outside the homes. External work may not only result in role incompati~
bility bu‘é it may alsc increase the level of interest¢ in non-fomiliar activities
lovering the motivation for children. Finally, the active incorporation of women
in non-domestic activities which directly affects only a portion of ths women of
a country or community, may affect others who do not work but, who through
communication with these that do, or through changes in basic moxms; arve never-
thelass influenced.

Although changes in the roles and status of womzn de not oparate only through
increasing work opportunities for women and increasing levels of educaticn. thesa
trends are fundamental as hag been shown in part by Roson and Simmons. 1/ Haes
using data from seven metropolitan areas also found that charactoristics of the
city vere important in determining the effect of role incompatibiliidy on fertility
and contracention. _2-/ She fo_und the effect sirongest whan fertiliity was declining
and where non-domestic activities were approved. IncompatiLility was not relatsd
to fertility in cities where fertility was very high or very low,

5) Mass Mobilization

It has been suggested that political mobilizaticn snd organization may affsct
reproductive behaviours This hypothesis has yot little evidence 4o support it but
 various authors have propoged it £rom a thooretical point of view. 3/ In party it
might be argued that politicol mobilization directad toward a socialieh gogiety
places less eiphasis on the family and moras on the society %heréb3; 1oz»rering parsonal
motivation for laorge numbers of children. Gonzdles and I"Mzuriz have é.lsso suggoated
that the partisnlar form of mobilization of the different political parties iu
Chile should have differing effscis on the motivation of women to control family
size in shantytouns. 4/

1/ Rosen and Simmons, op. cite

2/ Paunla Fess, Matstmal Emlovment ond Fertility in Mehronolitan Lotin America.
Unpublishsd Phe D, disseriation. Duke University, 197i; pe 315-317a

}/ ECLA, "Population and Modormization in Latin America", prepared by the Beomonic
Commission for Latin America for the Uaited Natvions Symposinm on Pepplatica and
Develormany {Coiro), 1973; J. Dugue and B, Pasirsne, Lag esiravaziat ds supsivie
vencia scoundmica del sector popuiar urbano; ELAS-FLACSC,; 1073

4/ G. Gonzdlez and M.M. Errdzuriz, The Marmingl Fomily: Sogial Ghavge and ¥omsn's
Contracaptive Behavior. Document prepared for the Corgress of Anvhrepalogiucai
and Ethnological Sciences (CELADE), 1973. Manuscripte




Future studies of Chile may be adble to show that the fertility decline
begirning in the early 1960's - a decline from intermediate levels of fertility
achieved and maintained from the 1930%'a %o arodnd 1950 = resulied from the same
factors that first brought a center-left Christian Democratic Government (1964~70)
and then a Marxist Government (1970-76) into power. Doth may be reiafed %0 changes
that increased political awareness and the altersd aspirations of the mass of A
the population. The study of the effecis of tha policies of ths Marxist Covernment
on the preconditions and on marital fertility (as well as on auvptiality) will
have to toks into account not only the changes ir pelitical mobilization but also

" the short term effecis of the 1970_71 redistribution of income and the 1972-73
economic difficultiss,.

Co Processes Affecting the Capocity to Control Morital Fertility

Tha capacity %o contrel fertility and the level of sffectiveness, whether
it bo through contraception, rhythm, sterilization or abtortion, has thras
importart dimensions: 1) iechnical knowledge, where velevant, knowiedge concerning
where and how to obtain information on access to msansy 2) access to the means,
if required; 3) social kmowledge, that is, the‘capaoity to utilize hoth the
information and the means to achieve the dewired end. The third dimension may
- involve the ability to act upon the likely consequences of actions, to'communicate-
and coopercte wiih onefs spouss, or simply to carry out instruotions. ;/

Ae will be clear when outlining proceassé tending Yo chan e levals on these
dimensions, a person’s or a group®s capacity is to a great exient dependent upon
location in tha esccial structure. The access %o mechanical or chemical methods
involves not only geographical access but financial access as wall. Furthermore,
the moans may be physically available in boih these senses, for example, at a
free clinic, but the information might rot be known to some groups. The important
procesess affecting the copasity precondition are:

1) liffusion of information

What is called here "the diffusion process"y in a more detailod treaiment,

;/ Lea Fainwater, And the Foocr Gat Children: Sex, Contraception and Family Planning
in tho HWorbing Cinss: Quadrangle Popsrbocks (Chicago) (1967 sdition), 1660
Re Hill, Jailo Stycus, XKo¥W. lacit, The Fomily and Pepilation Control: A Pusrio
Rican Frveriment ir Sozial Chaneras Union of North Caroiina Press (Chapel Hill),
1659; Hesasn and Simmonsy ope Cite




- 19 -

might be broken down into a number of separate p:;ocesses involving, for example,
the mass media, education, contact through migration, etc. Each of these may
provide not only technical knowledge but also varioua aspaecits of the social
knowledge necessary for the effective use of contz‘olo It is important to recognize
that the specific content of the mass media may not be the only aspect leading
40 technical knowledge since the media (as wsll as other types oi_’ “educ&.‘tion")
may coreate a receptivity for Knowledge that will bs loorned later or actively
sought out. Furthermore, as found in commercial advertising campaigns, persons
may not take in the information on the first hearing but only thruugh constant
exposure. Since much information is tranamitted by word of mouth it could be
‘expected that o given individualf®s level of information will depend on the ganeral
level of information in this community. Migration, particularly rural to urban
movement; also accounts for the diffusion of informaticn since persons not exposed
to information in the rural areas are more likely to obiain it in urbon aréas whara
it is mbre prevalent. A hypothesis worth considering, however, is that the rural
areas may be losing through migration the young and mors educated who are most
likely to have birth control infommation.

2) Chanses in the Roles and Status of Women

Various cuthors havs shown that in many sitvations, coﬁples with greaier
communication ave more likely to ues coniracepiivess 1/ Greater communication
and cooperation in the home seems to come abeuty inm part, through a procsss that
begina with changes in social structure affecting tihe sducation ‘cmd employment
of woman, which in turn changes the roles and role attitudes of women in the home
1eadmo 40 a more egalit »aman family. This ir $urn, increases communication on
various mattors among wh.&h is family size. ?, Furthormors, the women who worik
or who live in environmentz where women are cmployed are more exposed to new
information than those not in such situations.

3) Introduction of fomily planning progratig

A relatively now element in Latin Ansrica which is‘ affacting the capacity of
groups to control their fertility is tho instituiionalization of family planning
P¥nSreis, usaally with govermment pariicipation. Semo proponsnis of the prograns
havae assumed that thsy alone will suffics 1o bring about a reduction in fortilityg

_3;/ Mo Styceme Hunan Fartilite in Lotin Americon Scciolegizal Per"psc‘t:.veszJL Gornell
Undversity rresso .Lx.,,ma.,, 1968- Mouricio (,Llacovski, “Etapas sn la adopeion de
la planifinacidn femiliar: Un estudio escalogramdtrico®, CHLADE, SIUF deccument

Al/P2 {5/302/19/73), 1973

2/ Rosen and Simesons, vpe oit.



o 20 -

this implies that the motivation and legitimacy conditions already exist or can
be introduced through the program. Whatever moy be their evenitual effect it

-. would appear that those countries which now have clear national declines in

fertility began their declines before the program was widespreade 1/ Conceivably
- the heated debates that preceded the institutiomalization of the programs g/

may have increaged the legitimacy of fomily planning while increasing thé general
knowledge that metheds existed,

Since the coverage in most of the couniries is much smaller than the apparent
number of users,3/ it is obvious that most users of modern contraceptive methods
obtain their supplies outside the family planning programs. In Cosia Rica, with
a progrﬁm that has one of the highesi coverapges in Latin America, a "very numerous®
group seems to be'obtaining contragepiive pill outside tha programe. f

D. Procesges affecting the legitimacy of control

The extent to which it is considered legitimate to regulate fertility in
ILatin America, would appear to depend partly on the extent to which there is
acceptance of: 1) the beliefs of the Catholic Church which in the past extolled
the large fomily as the ideal and has been resistont to "artificial™ means of

control of fertility; and 2) machismo and its complement for the female, marianismo.
While it has been uncoritically accepted by many that these two forces are effectivs
in reducing the legitimacy of control, one must question :hether they are, in fact,
effective social forces in this sense., If they are not, then the precondition of
legitimacy'may already exist.
In refercnce to the beliefs of the Catholic Church one must distinguish between
the effects on the general population which might or might not feel it acceptable
to use controls themselves and the effect on elites who have the power to enforce
their conceptions of what is legitimate for the general population. Stycos
examihed the effects of Catholioism on individuals in the seven Pecfal-Urban
- metropolitan areas and found that a measure of ideal faomily size while positively
related to religiosity (inlexed by attendance at church) with education controlled,
showed only emall differcnces between the devout and nominal Catholics. 5/ Parthermors,

1/ Comning, 1972, op. cit. o ‘

2/ J.H. Stycos, "Case Studies in Public Opinion Formation: Colombia and Jrazil®, in
Ideology, Faith and Fomily Plonning in Latin America.
J.H, Stycos (ed), MoGraw Hill {New Yoxk), 1971b, p. 145-173. |

3/ M.L. Garefa, "Programas de planificacidn familiar en América latina", Proceedings
of the Latin American Regional Conference, 1970, Vol. 1, pe 393=400.

4/ G(;mez. OE. Cito
5/ Stycos, 1968, op. cit.
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although there were soms consistent relationsghips in the expected direction with
religiosity involving attitudes toward, and the use of contraception, there was

no variation in the expected direction in any of the cities when fertiliily was the
dependent variable and education wos controllaﬁo Stycos concluded that Y .60 if
Catholicism is having little impact on fertility, it may be partly because the
average woman igs not very “Catholic® by Church standards, and partly because the

- attitudes and practices of the less relipious women are not espeocially effective in
the control of fertility™, ;/ A ﬁreliminany anzlysis of the effect of religion in
the rural areas of four countries also found little effect of religiosity. g/

It may be argued that while Catholicism, itself has not had much effect on
individualg it has set the gocietal norms of the general population without their
being aware of the origin. However, the Pecfal-Urban surveys showed that in all the
cities; betwesen 50 and 75 percent of all women claimed %o be in favor of distributing
birth control information. ;/ Henco, the pervading influence of Catholic ideblogy
does not seem to be widespread in this matter. Nevertheless, the Church seemingly
has had an effect in the past on some ruling elites who have been unwilling
publically to accept the wide use of fertiliiy control by the population. This refusal
to legitimate, through law and other means, the provision of information and materials
may have limited the capacity of some sectors to regulate family size. Other elites
responding more o nationalism and/or fears of control by foreign powsrs or the
weakening of—thé likelihood of revolution have also opposed population control.
However, between 1966 and 1973 the governments of all but a few countries have begun
to provide some form of family planning services either as a part of its own program
or through provision of facilities for private organizatidnao 4/ A discussion of'
the opinions of the elites concerning the legitimacy of family plammning and changes
in these opinions is described by Stycos et al.5/

_“/‘Tbidg Po 1836

_/ Tdgar 3aldidn, Anticoncepoidn, Fecunlidad v Catolicismo en las Areas Rurales y
Semi-Urbanas de Colombia, 1969. CELADE (bantlago)g 1973. Unpublished.

3/ Stycos, 1968, ops Gites PGo 176
4/ ECLA, Ops_Cite, pe 44; Garofa, op. cit.

j/ Stycos et al, Ideology, Faith and Family Plamning in Latin America:
Studies in Public and Private Cninion on Ihrtllltx Control (edited by JoM. Stycos)
McGraw Hill (New York), 197la.
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As noted earlier the debates that preceded the elitet®s general acceptance
of fbmily'planning programs may have both increased knowlédga and bossibly
motivation while also gradually establishing a legitimacy in the minds of those
individuala who may have f91t that their use of control was wrong. This could
have ocurred in part because of the constant public digcussion of topics that
previously may have besn considered by the general population as “unmeniionable®
in publice

The other mojor cultural factor possibly affecting the legitimacy to conirol
fertility is the mochismoemarianismo {or hembrismo) complex which exaggerates
bhoth "masculinity" and "feminity"., Maochismo tends to put emphasis on the male’s
conquest 6f women, high sexual potenéy, having many children as a sign of virility
and playing an authoritarian role in the family. ;/ Marianismo, which Stycos called
the "complex of virginity" g/ involves a system of veliafs that forbids premarital
intercourse for women but in a broader sense defines women as innocent, pure and
perfect who do not enjoy sexual relations even within a religiouwsly sanctified
marriage and vwho do not interest themselwes in matters of sex and birth control.3/

Although these cultural syndromes continue to receive considerable currency
as regards their alleged influénce on birth control, aciual investigations have
not uncovered clear relationships in this maﬁtef. The general conclusion, based
primarily on data from Puerto Ricoy4/ is that the mochismo-marianismo complex does
not seem to guide the man's actions and attitudes concerning birth control but
that lack of communication between the sppuses may lead the woman to base her
view of what is legitimate on the machismo stereotype and not on the reality of
her husband’s view. ' ‘ '

1/ JoM. Stycos, Family and Fertility in Puerto Rico: A Study of the Lower Income
' Group, Columbia University Press (New York), 1955, p. 35; MHill, Stycos and
3&0}(9 OPo cite pe 100-102,

2/ Stycos, 1955, ops_cits. pe 35.

3/ See Stevens, ".larianismo: The other face of Machismo in Latin America®, in
Female ond Male in Latin America: Essays, ediied by A. Pescatello, University of
Pitisburgnh Press IPittsburghS, 1973, pe 90-~101 for a discugsion end historical

. acoount and Kinzer, (Priests, Machos and Jabies: Or, Latin Amcrican Women and
the Manichacan Heresy, J. of Marriage and the Family , Vole 35-2, May 1973,
Pe 300-3i2) for a roview of an extensive bidliography on machismo and marianiimo.

4/ Hill, Stycos and 3dack, Op. Cit.



