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A. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

1. The Caribbean should look at the sustainableeldpment goals (SDGs) process from a
holistic and comprehensive view and focus on giinig subregional-based targets and indicators.
The subregion should build on the lessons learr@d the Millennium Development Goals (MDGSs)
experience and take into consideration that Caablmmall island developing States (SIDS) are at
varying stages of development when formalizingSBess.

2. Data gathering and evidence-based decisionaga#tie very important to the setting of
realistic targets, if they are to be achievablé.islalso necessary to have political will to make
decisions and implement policies based on the peygbgoals.

3. When monitoring the SDGs, countries need to renat proper monitoring mechanisms are
put in place. The proposed goals should includad#pbuilding which is critical for all CARICOM
member States.

4, Even though the SDGs are sector-oriented, isstiedimate change and gender equality
should be cross-cutting themes throughout all tredsgy

5. It was acknowledged that the international comityuwill no longer be providing Overseas
Development Assistance (ODA) in the traditional wayd countries will now have to find alternative
ways to mobilize resources. It was recommendediiigaCaribbean subregion look into opportunities
to unlock domestic investment and attract foreigaad investment (FDI).

6. It was proposed that an inter-agency workingugroonvene to consider the indicators that
would best measure and monitor implementation oGSDelevant to the Caribbean development
situation.

B. ATTENDANCE AND ORGANIZATION OF WORK
1. Placeand date of the meeting

7. The Caribbean technical meeting on proposalsistainable development goals within the
context of the post-2015 development agenda wad bal 27 March 2015 at the Economic
Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (BCL subregional headquarters for the
Caribbean in Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago.

2. Attendance

8. The meeting was attended by representatives rifed) Nations Programmes and Funds
including the United Nations Population Fund (UNFR#d the United Nations Entity for Gender
Equality and the Empowerment of Women (UN-Womerg by representatives of United Nations
specialized agencies including the Internationdddia Organization (ILO), the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations (FAO) and then Pamerican Health Organization (PAHO).

Representatives from the Association of CaribbeaateS (ACS), the Caribbean Community
(CARICOM), the Caribbean Development Bank (CDBk tbaribbean Policy Development Centre
(CPDC) and the International Organization for Mtgra (IOM) were also in attendance.

3. Agenda
1. Opening of the meeting

2. Overview of the study and identification of critiegesues, challenges and emerging issues for
the Caribbean arising from the various review psses



3. Consideration of sustainable development goalstarggts to address the social, economic,
environmental and sustainable development neettedCaribbean

4, The way forward: Development of a Caribbean frantdwmn the sustainable
development goals

5. Conclusion
6. Closure of the meeting
C. SUMMARY OF PROCEEDINGS
4. Opening of meeting
9. Opening remarks were made by the Director of AClsubregional headquarters for the

Caribbean. She stated that as the Caribbean geektover the years, policymakers have recognized
the importance of equity, sustainability and growésed on fundamental human rights which is the
foundation of the SDGs. She noted that in additibangoing discussions on the formalization of the
SDGs, countries are also involved in another imgrdrtprocess called financing for sustainable
development which speaks to the private and pulslancing of the implementation of the SDGs.
The region is at a crucial juncture whereby negotis and decisions on the SDGs and Financing for
Development (FfD) are being made on the internatidront and the Caribbean must have their
unified voice heard.

10. The Director noted that the CARICOM Secretatias been participating in a series of
meetings held by ECLAC in New York to discuss tésgend indicators that will form the basis of the
measurement and monitoring of SDGs tailored to nibet specific development needs of the
Caribbean.

11. The Director went on to explain that this tacahmeeting will focus on the draft of the study
entitled “The Caribbean and the post-2015 susté&nddvelopment agenda”, which seeks to bring all
the development issues of the subregion into fans set the basis for crafting the strategy for the
way forward. She emphasized the importance of eicf@atory approach to this review and affirmed
ECLAC’s commitment to ensure ongoing consultatiaith its development partners. To this end,
she concluded that the subregion should seizeghertunity to speak with one voice to ensure that
the challenges to Caribbean development are addywatdressed within the global agenda.

5. Overview of study and identification of critical issues, challenges and emerging issues
for the Caribbean arising from thevariousreview processes

12. The ECLAC consultant gave a brief overviewhs draft report of the study “The Caribbean
and the post-2015 sustainable development ageniighvgought to provide an analytical framework
on the sustainable development path of the Caribbea

13. The first section of the study provided an wiev of the Caribbean subregion’s economic
performance from 1970, which showed an average throate consistently below 3 per cent. He
stated that the Caribbean has lagged not onlyrinstef absolute growth, but also relative to other
developing countries, falling well behind growthtes in East Asia and Africa. The strongest
economic performers since 1990 in the subregiore Haeen the goods producers- Trinidad and
Tobago, Guyana and Belize. The service economéegaati fare well. The second section highlighted
challenges faced by the subregion that were relatetkbt; reduced external financing; climate and
environmental vulnerability; increasing prevalenafe non-communicable diseases (NCDs); high
imported energy costs and a range of issues reiatsatial exclusion and inequality.



14. The third section of the study briefly traclked path of the global development dialogue from its
preoccupation with economic growth and gross damesoduct (GDP) expansion fifty years ago, to
Rio +20’s call for a new development agenda roatethe core values of equality, sustainability and
human rights. The consultant emphasized that thfgoach should prove advantageous for the
Caribbean as it called for the integration of tleer®mic, social and environmental dimensions of
sustainable development, thereby offering a moneprehensive response to the needs of the subregion.

15. The fourth section reviewed the SIDS’ featur@d in the sustainable development dialogue.
Beginning with the 1992 United Nations ConferenneEmvironment and Development and the 1995
adoption of the Beijing Platform of Action, to thecent Third International Conference on SIDS in
Samoa in 2014, there has been a strong suppoBIli8. The outcomes of these global conferences
have consistently reflected that SIDS are “a spegigse for sustainable development in view of their
unique and particular vulnerabilities and they rem@onstrained in meeting their goals in all three
dimensions of sustainable development.” The SD@digm now provides a framework within which
international cooperation and assistance to SIDSeaoperationalized across the development agenda.

16. The next section of the study focused on regipriorities that should be incorporated into a
Caribbean relevant SDGs framework. Some of thaseitpes are:

i. Growth, diversification and jobs- The region carcu® on achieving higher levels of
productivity through diversification; technologicalpgrading and innovation; the
strengthening and formalisation of micro, small amedium enterprises; full and productive
employment including for young people and peoplidisabilities; and sustainable tourism.

ii. Infrastructure- The region should ensure that rpagerts (air and sea) and
telecommunications are given a clearly defined spathe Caribbean SDGs.

iii.  Sustainable energy- Given the region’s dependendessil fuel, the main priorities should
be access to finance and to technology in ordeimjgrove the supply of modern and
sustainable energy services.

iv.  Education and skills development- The emergingrities for the Caribbean should focus on
the quality of education and skills developmeneveht to job market and employment,
including life-long learning, and technical and a&bonal training.

v. Health- Along with the continuing issue of maternadrtality; the region needs to focus on
the increasing prevalence of non-communicable dese@\CDs), that has broader social and
economic implications of low productivity and outpimpoverishment and marginalisation.

vi.  Poverty, inequalities and social inclusion- Theioaty approach to and perspective on
poverty eradication should take full account of guy's linkage with other forms of
vulnerability and exclusion such as those assatiatth age, sex and disability.

vii.  Climate and environmental vulnerability- The SDGautigm explicitly recognises that eco-
systems and the preservation of bio-diversity, ianportant not only to environmental
sustainability but to social and economic sustdmdevelopment. This is especially relevant
for the region as small island developing and @astates that are both vulnerable to the
advance of climate change and dependent on faaestceans for livelihoods and way of
life.

viii.  Effective, transparent institutions and safe, pRaceocieties- The region should build
effective, accountable and transparent instituti@nall levels and ensure peaceful, safe and
inclusive societies.

ix. Discussion

17. The FAO representative suggested that the wgnial sector in Caribbean countries should
be considered as one of the promising sectors d@stlitevelopment in middle income countries. She
also recommended that the consultant look at swisitfor dealing with the issue of NCDs from the
standpoint of improving food and nutrition in thebsegion.



18. The representative of ILO suggested that wheslyaing the GDP from a subregional
standpoint, policymakers should determine an i@ that should be reached in order to maximise
growth, instead of making projections.

19. The representative of ILO further noted that study spoke about the need for investment in
teachers in the education sector, and improvenieritee quality of education. However he believed
that the issue had more to do with the persistasg bf teachers and other highly trained nationals
from the Caribbean. He mentioned that when studatt&n their educational qualifications, a
significant amount tend to migrate before enterihg formal labour market, thereby creating a
significant brain drain in the region. There ie theed for policies that focus on generating skitid
resources for the development of the Caribbean.

20. The representative of ILO also suggested thiah éhough the SDGs are sector oriented,
climate change and SIDS vulnerabilities should éxnsas cross-cutting all goals. The representative
of UN-WOMEN as well suggested that gender shouldnaestreamed across all SDGs and that the
study should have a stronger gender equality approa

21. The representative of CARICOM stated that thestncrucial benchmark for measuring
development was the achievement of the MDGs. Hallegtthat since the globally agreed MDGs
targets and indicators did not adequately representircumstances of the subregion, the CDB and
CARICOM had developed a more focussed, differestizind relevant set of MDGs targets and
indicators for the Caribbean. However, monitorthg implementation of these goals was found
challenging because many countries had difficultycompleting their national reporting. Based on
the MDG experience, he suggested that when deadiiigthe SDGs, countries would need to ensure
that proper monitoring mechanisms are put in place.

22. The representative of the IOM suggested thatdhic of migration should be integrated into
the SDGs when considering the Caribbean situati®ime suggested that policies should be designed
to take advantage of the love and interest in htmaé remains vibrant in the diaspora. Countries
should thus explore ways to ensure that the negathpact on growth and development in the
subregion is minimised.

23. She also suggested that countries should fibaiss attention less on prioritizing the goals,
and more on achieving the targets and indicatargh&se goals.

6. Consideration of sustainable development goals and tar getsto address the social,
economic, environmental and sustainable development needs of the Caribbean

24. The ECLAC consultant presented a set of eigbtity areas, as outlined in the study, which
the subregion should focus on in the sustainabkeldpment agenda. During his discussion of each
area, the consultant identified possible indicatamgl targets. He noted that the targets should be
supported by political buy-in and underpinned byigyoand regulatory frameworks that support
desired outcomes. In addition, he commented thatupportive and conducive international
environment was also vital to the successful imgletation of the SDGs.

Discussion

25. The representative of the CARICOM Secretadatsed that the Caribbean should learn from
its experience with the MDGs, taking into considiera the particularities of Caribbean SIDS,
including their varying stages of development. Heoanoted that in addition to the SDGs
development platform, Caribbean SIDS are also beisiged to integrate into their national
development plans relevant platforms such as th®IGA Pathway. He also suggested that the
proposed goals should all include capacity buildiridch is critical for the sustainable development
of CARICOM member States.



26. The representative of the ILO commented onribed for a more holistic approach to
assessing policies and actions, with a view todmgl resilience and preserving the natural
environment.

27. The Economic Affairs Officer in the Sustainablevelopment and Disaster Unit of ECLAC
agreed with the other members of the meeting tta8DGs should be formalized from a holistic and
comprehensive view of the Caribbean peculiaritiés.stated that when focusing on one particular
sector of development, policymakers have to comstlgpossible implications, since development in
one area can trigger a negative impact in anotHer.emphasized the importance of evidence
gathering in the process of setting targets, fentlo be achievable.

28. In addressing the proposed priority area ohenuc growth, the Economic Affairs Officer in
the Sustainable Development and Disaster Unit df T expressed the view that the focus of this
discussion should be on addressing inequality dedtifying engines of growth. He noted as well
that economic growth at the expense of the enviesttrehould be highlighted as an important aspect
of this discussion. While renewable energy was llgbted as a proposed priority area in the paper,
he suggested that the focus should actually beliomte change, as this is a serious issue for
Caribbean SIDS. He also added that it was impottantobilize investment for renewable energy to
make it achievable, since this is not necessarillyesp option for Caribbean SIDS.

29. The representative of UN-WOMEN suggested thenmdgr-responsive trade policies be
considered as one of the targets under the priariya of economic growth, especially in light of
arrangements like the CARIFORUM EEtonomic Partnership Agreement. She also proposed a
stand-alone goal on gender equality and women’sograpment.

30. The representative of FAO proposed that théaswsble management of marine and other
resources be included as priority areas, as tlds heyond mere conservation.

7. Theway forward: Development of a Caribbean framework
on the sustainable development goals

31. The moderator for this session outlined theathjes for the discussion on the way forward.
She proposed that the focus should be on providingance to Caribbean SIDS negotiators to
support strategic positioning and advocacy, and #hem to the areas requiring crucial emphasis,
based on needs. This support should be focusetdmermentation.

32. The consultant indicated that the study arghasthe Caribbean should be a priority in the
line for concessionary resources and in this regdrel context of the SDGs provides a unique
opportunity to restate that case. He stated thatstbdy also posits that the Caribbean must pay
attention to mobilizing domestic resources, whigkam examination that should be undertaken at the
country level. He added that mobilizing other typésxternal resources, for example FDI, would
require new policy orientations and initiatives.

Discussion

33. The representative of the ACS posed severabtigns to the meeting, regarding the

expectations arising from the SDGs process anddliee to be offered to Caribbean negotiators. He
guestioned whether the Caribbean would be askegflert on their domestic resources, and indicate
“off the record” how they are contributing to the@wn development agenda. He queried whether
advice to Caribbean governments should also inclinie type of discussion. The moderator

responded and confirmed that these issues would ffarrt of the discussion and advice to be offered
to Caribbean country representatives and negatiatbne consultant also added that the SDGs
process involved resources being offered as pag ofultilateral package, with goals and targets
being mutually agreed upon. Funding would be exgattd be target-based, and countries will be free
to develop goals and targets as they wish. He esmg@dthhowever, that Caribbean governments will
be expected to play their part in mobilizing dorieesesources to fund the implementation of the
SDGs.



34. The representative of FAO supported this itheding that Caribbean governments must be
alerted that financing will not be guaranteed arilll e dependent on the outcomes and agreements
made at the Third International Conference on Fimanfor Development which will take place in
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, from 13 to 16 July 2015. Stueled that it must be emphasized that the
international community will no longer be providi@PA in the traditional way, and countries will
now have to find alternative ways to mobilize reses. She posited that middle income countries
will be asked to unlock domestic investment andhettFDI. The United Nations has a responsibility
to provide coordinated policy assistance, which fsndamental resource for countries to be owners
of their own sustainable goals.

35. The representative of CARICOM advised thataswecessary for the region to have a “good
grip” on data regarding the distribution of ODA asldo emphasized the importance of domestic and
regional structures for the use of ODA. He alsoedldthe need for a clear strategic plan on the use
of ODA.

36. The representative of UN-WOMEN enquired aboatilitation of the participation of
Caribbean civil society at the Conference on Fimandor Development, which will take place in
July, either directly or on the margins of the @ehce. The Director of ECLAC responded that
since this will be a United Nations conferencesiexpected that there will be opportunities for a
broad range of participation. She indicated that &C would confirm whether there are resources
available to facilitate the participation of Cardam civil society at the conference in July.

8. Conclusion

37. The Director of ECLAC expressed the view tha¢ of the best ways for the Caribbean to
influence the SDG process was through the ideatifia of goals and targets in a way that ensures
the appropriate capture of all elements of thelaén reality and concerns. She also emphasized the
importance of the shaping of indicators and propemitoring of the implementation of goals
and targets.

38. The Director acknowledged the work being dogeother agencies in preparation for the

ultimate adoption of the SDGs, with specific refere to the CARICOM Secretariat. She indicated
that ECLAC would be working on putting together ansolidated and coherent platform of

assimilated goals and targets for Caribbean SID$rdsent to the international community. The most
critical of these are to be identified, which woaldo show a high level of political investment and
support for their advancement.

39. The Director issued an invitation to the partasganisations present to join ECLAC and
CARICOM in the formation of a working group to déme indicators for the SDGs and financing for
development processes. The proposed objectivaso€difiaboration would be a document focused on
strategic priorities to guide the next phase offitexess. She also reiterated that the indicatwrsen
must be balanced by the availability and accedsilnf data.

40. The representative of CPDC informed the meetiag her organization had been part of the
process to select speakers for the post-2015 arahding for development General Assembly
discussions. She said that the involvement of aetyarof partners in the process provided a
comparative advantage and encouraged a regionaibagp towards data collection efforts and
capacity building. She also encouraged partner§otos on capacity building for focal points
involved in the process.

9. Closing of meeting

41. The Social Affairs Officer of ECLAC subregiorfe@adquarters for the Caribbean thanked all
the participants for attending the meeting andngjwery useful comments for the finalization of the
study. She also thanked the Director and colleagfi¢he ECLAC subregional headquarters for the
Caribbean for their assistance in support of theting.
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