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REPORT OM FORESTS AND FOREST PRODUCTION
R IN LATIN AMERICA.

et - Resolution adopted 7 June 1951

THE ECOLTMIC CCLMISSION FOR LATIN AMERICA,

HAVING EXAMINED dccument E/CN,12/235, Report on the importance
of forests and forest production in the Latin American economy;

CONSIDERING that forests cover more than 40 per cent of Latih
America, an area which represents about one-quarter of the forests
of the world, so that Latin America has a greater proportion of
forest area than any other continent;

CONSIDERING that even though the present needs oeratiﬁ
America as to the consumption of lumber are small and its fcrest

- resources, as has been noted, are abundant, the lumber industry in

Latin America cannot satlsfy those needs and»that, on the contrary,
the balance of trade in lumber is unfavourable, as is demonstrated
by the fact that Latin American lumber importations amount to
75 million dollars annually, wheress exportations amount to 63
million dollars. annually; |

/CONSIDERING
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CONSIDERIIG that u1thin a short tlme the consumption of lumber »
could 1ncrease greatly for reasons of urgency such as the need to N
develop hulldlng to relleve the existing hou31ngyshortage;

" CONSIDERING that the #orld's needs constantly are inéréasing, as |
is reflected by the shortage of sawn lumber, espe01allv in Eurcpé and
the Far East, and by the world-wide inadequacy of the supply of wood.
pulp;

CONSIDERING that only by making the best p0551b1e use of new
technical methods of processing and utillzlng forest products can
growing national and 1nternatlonal neede be satlsfled-

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that the exp101tat10n of forest wealth would
enable those countries whose economy is founded .on only a few
agricultpral products or essentialhrawimateriele~toldivereify thelr
production; | - - N jh o

. CONSIDERING that this programme for forest production, if it is
to‘penrational, must be based upon:

1, full knowledge of forest wealth; and o ‘

2s & forest conservation, forestry and management pollcy to - .

maintain forests, to eneure.oontlnuousup;oduct;qn,'to exercise

a faﬁourable influenceAupoputhe climate and the water system and to

. to conserve the soll- o R L L

 thOHSIDEPING that the consumptlon of wood for fuel, which is very
oooe;oerehle in some of theﬂdepeely pppulateozreglone of.Lat;nvﬂ
America,“may_ceuserompletei repidAandvdangerousmdeforestationAoyer:“
large aress; |

/1, TAKES WOTE .. .-
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1, TAKES NOTE with satisfaction of the Rrportfon the Importance
of ?o?ests?snd“Fopest Production in the Latin American Economy
(E/CN.12/235), which is a result of the JOlnt work of ECLA and FAO
(E/CN 12/229}‘ B o o o

2, RECOMMENDS to the Bxecutive Secretary that work such as this,
which 1s the’ product of co—operation between specialized agencies
‘and other international organlsms, should be cortinmeds;

- 3. RECOWIENDS to the member gwernments that, ‘th preparing or
mfcarrying out their programmes of forest and lumber development, they
should take into consideration the stu&y.contained'in document
E/CN.12/2355 ‘ ) ‘ ‘~. S -

H. REQUESTS the SecretarynGeneral of the United Hations and the -
'Director—General of the QLO to give to the member governments which
request it, adequate technical assistance for ‘the purposes to which
reference 18 made in the preceding paragraph;’ i ; S .

Sf RECOMMENDS to the International Bank for Heconstruction and
Development that it should pay due attention to the financlng of
programmes for the development of forestry and the lumber industry
in Latin Americasy

6, RECOMMENDS to the governments that they should

| a) continue or initiate complete programmes for the surpeying
of forests and the drawing up of forest in#entories; |
_b) adopt znd put into effect a forest policy'w incluwding the
the organization of competent technical services -~ based upon

adequate legislation and regulations appropriate to the

/specific characteristics
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w Speoifie‘chéfactefiSties ih‘each ease, ih ofoer to ensure
~ the conservatlon of thelr forest resources, thereby
"assurlng 1umber productlon and the protectlon of their

agriculture and of thelr 1nterests in general'
c) 1mmediately' “take the requlslte measures to ensure a
normal supply of fuel in urban and densely-populated areas
by prov1d1ng for 1nten81ve and ratlonal afforestatlon,
"*f”emeouraglng ‘the use of approprlate technlcal methods 1n the
employment of timber for fuel and developlng the use of
mineral fuels and other sources of energy, and 7
7. RECOMMENDS to the Executive Secretary the Suudy, in
collaboration with the FAO, Sf the effects of customs tarlffs and
other barriers to trade and of shlpplnglcharges on the developnent
- of the lumber industry in the Latln Amerlcan countrles.g
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