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A BET TEW 

hi£,y be- us rial tlis Beckfcrd report (Volume One) 
uitiiin -iiis o:' '¿"jis ^̂ 'Jjcx •ia::tú3 of reference as set out 
at pages -.-i'j of uhj j per .. , 

Vu i'lh'n jont^Xo,, reooí-a nas served its immediate purpose 
o;? provrdriig i ̂ f c-.- r:>:d i'.:terprs c£ tion concerning social 
Litfuctural cIâí::,:-̂  1::: óba liliiglian-Lspaakiag Garib"beano It has met 
its ioGg-tsri3 pii.-pooi) of dox'eloping hypotheses concerning relation 
•cstx/^or. aooaomzc acd ocliti^ca L change 9 and it has covered s 

s 

I \ • y '.J o c a f cf p la atation society 
irid a,,0"G0my,, 

P.) : -oaj of r.-co'co ^^oncmicy political, 
c-pr.: „ jhãT.ges and continuing 

jj) hypr; jiicsjss or COCOIUÜ:' ot: coi?.ccining the 
prsdominaníj dirae^icro jf bocistai change o 

The areas not covered ia Volumi; Oae.; namelys 

1) concreta propr.a»!.. toccerning research 
pi'i or i o ie mot. id-j; 

2 ) ¿imiicrities aae Qifforoncea in relation 
to the Latin American ropaolies, and 

3) evaludt'cn lijf oi Mai ion cov/ availsolej 
priori ¿'or Jor.r oh? proposal for 
msacu of impr ovii;»» ••fíoriüc íiony 

are deal'; vrJth ia Volumo five,. "ii'o referencs will "be made to the; 
¡̂ointB ̂  
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The r e p o r t i s b u i l t up a r o u n d two main s e t s o f c o n c e p t s 

r e l a t e d t o t h e e c o n o m í c aad t o t h e s o c i a l l a y e r s o f t h e r e g i o n s 

a) a t t h e e c o n o m i c l a v & i . , i t i s p o s t u l a t e d a t 
t h e b e g i n o i i i g t h a t t h e p l a n t a t i o n i s t h e 
k e y i B s t i t u t i o i i o Then a l l p o l i t i c a l and 
i d e o l o g i c a l phenomena a r e d e s c r i b e d as 
g e a r e d to t h i s outward-^-oriented n u c l e u s , 

b) At t h e s o c i a l l e v e l , d i s t i n c t i o n b e t w e e n 
d i f f e r e n t s t r a t a i s f a c i l i t a t e d by h i g h 
c o r r e l a t i o n s b e t w e e n r a c e or c o l o u r , and 
o c c u p a t i o n a l s t a t u s o 

And as t h e a n a l y s i s p r o c e e d s , , r e f l e c t i o n s on p l a n t a t i o n s y s t e m 

and s o c i a l s t r a t i f i c a t i o G a r e c r o s s e d j i r e s u l t i n g i n t h e d i a g n o s i s 

of t h e d e p e n d e n t c h a r a c t e r o f the economic system;, and t h e 

p o w e r l e s s n e s s o f l o c a l e l l t e s o a c o m b i n a t i o n t h a t l e t s open f o r 

the "masses-- o f B l a c k p e o p l a , , t h e way t o t h e p o l i t i c s of "Dread"^ 

The f o l l o w i n g comments w i s h to s t r e s s t h a t d i f f e r e n t 

t h e o r e t i c a l f r a m e w o r k s and l e v e l s of a n a l y s i s a r e mixed u p , g i v i n g 

r i s e t o c e r t a i n r e l e v a n t i t c o o s i s t e n c i e s o Namely,, the s t r u c t u r a l 

a p p r o a c h t o t h e e c o n o m i c o r g a n i z a t i o n of t h e regioE i s d r o p p e d 

f o r a h i g h l y e m p i r i c i s t and d e s c r i p t i v e a p p r o a c h when t h e t ime 

comes f o r d e p i c t i n g t h e s o c i a l s t r u c t u r e i n t h e Commonwealth 

C a r i b b e a n j p a r t i c u l a r l y t h e p r e s e n t s i t u a t i o n , , T h i s e x p l a i n s 

why t h e p o l i t i c a l e l i t e s a r e p e r c e i v e d as p o w e r l e s s , f o r 

p o w e r l e s s n e s s i s b u i l t i n t o t h e t h e o r y b a c k i n g t h e a n a l y s i s o f 

s o c i a l s t r a t i f i c a t i o n » 

The i n t e n t i o n , , t a k i n g i n t o a c c o u n t as p o i n t e d out by t h e 

a u t h o r t h a t t h e r e p o r t d e a l s w i t h t o o many and t o o c h a l l e n g i n g 

i s s u e s , i s p r i m a r i l y t o r a i s e q u e s t i o n s t h a t m i g h t l e a d t o f u r t h e r 

a n a l y s i s o f s o c i a l c h a n g e i n t h e area¡, and s e c o n d l y , t o c h a l l e n g e 

s o c i a l t h e o r i e s s u p p o r t i n g t h e l a s t c h a p t e r s » 

•«••K-ji-

C h a p t e v i£ T h e _ S o c i a l Framework 

T h i s c h a p t e r s t a r t s v/ith en i d e n t i f i c a t i o n o f the p l a n t a t i o n 
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as the principal economic organization and postulates the 
âerivation cf acv relevant social phenomena from this nucleus. 
Hace IS introdriced to describe empirically observable social 
categories and leads to some stratification in three ladders; 
WhitesV Browns and Blacks» But this embiyonic scale is 
itümediately redirced to its main components when social structure 
is refeirt'd lo» This structure is seen as a relation between 
two basic classesÍ planters and slaves. All institutions are 
perceived as serving ¿he interests of the planters a 

Sr i>'c,m i.hc- overvn? Imingiy important economic organiza ti o:>-.,, 
soci.ai ciafaset: are dciivetí» as v/all as the framework for social 
inte;£'Courseo in iihis settin g,, Africans are "re-socialized"» 
mullatus are ei-eated and afforded better opportunities for 
acsimi LatiOi. = Social pyramid is taking its shapes with race 
as au i m p o t a u e y m b o l of prestige and channel of mobility-

Aí'ttíj. L is to i p a i ion 5 the former slaves are supposed to 
huc:' p o v . e r t h a t forces the Crown t o seme sort of mediaciüt 

betv;fcen workers ar.d p i a t ' t e r S o No reference is made as to how 
Lhis suddt-E ii:icr;»asi' i n t h e i r bargaining power comes aboxit» 
F'urthei'moi e i, ¡ i «^ouilicts between slaves and planters were s-
a c a t H t h a t the> i.ouJd n o t be settled by the parties i t is c l e a r 

that the iateii;ai equilibrium of power was leaning in favour of 
the slaves and that it could only b e restored in the o p p o s i t e 

direction through direct intervention» Since these conflicts 
tended to destioy the plantation system and not to reinforce 
itç one is duthcrizeci to infer that "re-'socialiaation" of Africans 
. . a s n e t iio perfectc Is that a common feature during all the 
colonial periodj or i s it accidental? In any case.j this fact 
seems to show something quite specific in the social framewortr 
of the a r e a , t h e arrangement of internal social forces i s -

p e r h a p s constantly - affected b y external interventioco An open 
n e e d e d . ; ^ . e g i t i m i z e d ir-terventioao accepted by some ciasses, a n d 

w h i c h an t j, i i c a e p e n d e n c e o Suc.b. suciai ai'd politica . l 
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arrangement differs from what can be observed in other Latin 
American countries during the Eighteenth and Nineteenth Century,, 
for instance in Brazil and Mexico, where the internal structure 
of power seems to have been able to cope with any demands coming 
from the plantation (or mining) workers. 

The methodological approach used so far, that would have 
been so fruitful in discovering the uniqueness of the region, 
is forgotten as soon as the author leaves the pre-emancipation 
period» From page 2 to page 82, the dichotomous grouping of 
social classes and the determination (in the last instance) of 
characteristics and contents of institutions by the relations 
of production are dropped and replaced by an approach where 
economic, social and political spheres are seen in isolation and 
with equal weight. Social classes become strata or statistical 
aggregates® Variables like "raceç colour and class have equal 
prominence in the social order" (p.3)" 

By doing so, the role of the plantation postulated earlier 
completely disappears, and it will be easy to observe that what 
is said from this point on for the Commonwealth Caribbean;, as 
far as social "structure" is c o n c e m e d j is applicable to Australia, 
or Canada, not to speak of Mexico, Guatemala, Colombia «o.».».,» 
with regard to their respective "indigenous" populationso This 
is even more evident in Brazil, where white migrants during this 
Twentieth Century have had and still have by and large more 
opportunities than Brazilians who descended from slaves. 
Race-biased scale of stratification can be observed all over the 
world. And all over the world "whites" are dominating some 
"black" version of mankind. 

So, "social structure" is seen as roughly the same as before 

(p.3) and as a matter of fact, it becomes the same everywhere, 
whence that "structure" is focussed as a continuum of prestigious 
occupations correlated to prestigious racese 
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C h a p t e r l i s E v o L u t i o n and S t r u c t u r e of W.I» Economy 

In t h i s c h a p t e r r e l e v a n t p r o o f s a r e g i v e n on the d e p e n d e n t 

c h a r a c t e r o f r e g i o n a l economy and o f d i s t o r t i o n s d e r i v e d f r o m 

t h i s f a c t o N o n e t h e l e s s » we a r e m o v i n g f r o m a r a t h e r s i m p l e 

p l a n t a t i o n economy t o a more c o m p l e x s y s t e c i o Even t h o u g h t h e 

e x t e r n a l d e p e n d e n t f e a t u r e s a r e m a i n t a i n e d , i t seems i m p o r t a n t 

i n a s t u d y on s t r u c t u r a l s o c i a l c h a n g e t o l o o k f o r how s o c i a l 

f o r m a t i o n s l i v e t h i s s v o l u t i o n » T h e s e e c o n o m i e s a r e n o t 

r e c e p t i v e and p a s s i v e e í j t i t i e s o Some d o m i n a n t g r o u p s f o r m e d 

d u r i n g t h e i ' l o n r i s h i a g of t h e p i a a t a t i-cu yystemc, w i . l i e n a c t 

p o l i c i e s f a c i l i t a t i n g t h e t j o n v e r s i o n s i m p l i e d i n t h e demands of 

e x t e r n a l f o c a l e c o n o m i a s j o t h e r s m i g h t o p p o s e e v e n s u c c e s s f u l l y 

some o f t h e s e demands,, and t h e l a b o u r f o r c e w i l l p r o b a b l y 

c a r r y i t s c l a i m s f r o i a one p e r i o d t o a n o t h e r . 

Por i n s t a n c e ^ m i n i n g , t o u r i s m , m a n u f a c t u r e s , b a n k i n g a r e 

now p r e s e n t i n t h e t r a n s a c t i o n m a t r i x ^ New a l l i a n c e s must h a v e 

t a k e n p l a c e among p l a n t e r s , or e x - p l a n t e r s and MNC< on t h e one 

h a n d | w h i l e on t h e o t h e r f o r m e r s l a v e s and f c r m e i i n d e n t u r e d 

l a b o u r e r s a r e s e l l i n g t h e i r l a b o u r f o r c e i n new c o n d i t i o n s and 

a r e b a r g a i n i n g f o r b e t t e r w a g e s l í i t h i n new i n s t i t u t i o n s , b o r n e 

f r o m t h e e v o l u t i o n o f p r e v i o u s demands and b a r g a i n i n g h a b i t s . 

I f t h e d e p e n d e n t and i n a r t i c u l a t e c h a r a c t e r o f t h e r e g i o n a l 

economy i s s t r e s s e d w i t h o u t p a y i n g a t t e n t i o n t o t h e i n t e r n a l 

p r o c e s s e s , i t i s n o t p o s s i b l e t o f i n d o u t w h a t makes t h e d i f f e r e n c e 

w i t h o t h e r u n d e r d e v e l o p e d a r e a s , and t h i s w i l l i m p a i r t h e a n a l y s i s 

o f s o c i a l s t r u c t u r e s » 

C h a p t e r I l l s E c o n o m i c c h a n g e and c o n s e q u e n c e 

In t h i s r e s p e c t , e c o n o m i c s t r u c t u r e l o o k s l i k e s o m e t h i n g 

e x t e r n a l t o t h e r e g i o n o r s o m e t h i n g c r e a t e d f i o m o u t s i d e ^ w h i i t 

i t i s p r i m a r i l y a s e t o f r e l a t i o n s b e t w e e n p e o p l e l i v i n g i n t h a 

r e g i o i j , p e r m i s s i v e of e x t e r n a l d o m i n a t i o n o 
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1 , A g r i c u l t u r e % O p p o s i t i o n b e t w e e n p l a n t e r s and p e a s a n t s i s o f 

t h e u t m o s t i m p o r t a n c e . I t may l o o k l i k e a common f a c t i n a l l L a t i n 

A m e r i c a , N o n e t h e l e s s , c o n t r a r y t o w h a t h a p p e n s i n A m e r i n d i a n r e g i o n s , 

h e r e p l a n t a t i o n i s o l d e r t h a n p e a s a n t e c o n o m y . The r u r a l p r o l e t a r i a t 

d o e s n o t come o r i g i n a l l y f r o m t h e d e s e g r e g a t i o n o f s m a l l - s c a l e f a r m i n g , 

b u t t h e o t h e r way a r o u n d » T h e r e a r e t h e r e f o r e two i m p o r t a n t d e v e l o p -

m e n t s t h a t seem t o p o i n t o u t a c e r t a i n s p e c i f i c i t y i n t h e r u r a l a r e a s s 

F i r s t l y , t h e c r e a t i o n o f a g r o u p o f A f r i c a n p e a s a n t s w h i l e i n d e n t u r e d 

l a b o u r e r s w e r e b e i n g a b s o r b e d by t h e p l a n t a t i o n s ^ and s e c o n d l y , t h e 

s e t t l e m e n t o f E a s t I n d i a n p e a s a n t s » E c o n o m i c c y c l e s d u r i n g t h e l i f e 

o f t h e p l a n t a t i o n s y s t e m must be t r a n s l a t e d i n t o some s o r t o f s o c i a l 

m o b i l i t y o r r e — a c c o m m o d a t i o n w h i c h must be f o c u s s e d a c c o r d i n g t o t h e 

e v o l u t i o n o f t h e o t h e r e c o n o m i c s e c t o r s o r b r a n c h e s ( m i n i n g , 

m a n u f a c t u r e s 

S e e i n g t h e p l a n t a t i o n e c o n o m y a s a " l a b o u r s u r p l u s e c o n o m y " i s 

a l s o v e r y r e l e v a n t , ( e v e n t h o u g h t h e f a c t i s f o r m u l a t e d b y t h e a u t h o r 

a s a d e l i b e r a t e s t r a t e g y , w h i l e i t i s a r e s u l t o f an i n t e r n a l 

m e c h a n i s m o f t h e s y s t e m ) , b u t o n c e more t h e s p e c i f i c i t y o f t h e W e s t 

I n d i a n p l a n t a t i o n s m u s t b e l o o k e d f o r ^ s i n c e a n y c a p i t a l i s t u n i t t e n d s 

t o p r o d u c e t h e same e f f e c t a s i t e v o l v e s » The i n t e n s i t y of t h e 

phenomenon m u s t h a v e v a r i e d f r o m one p e r i o d t o a n o t h e r , and t h e 

a l t e r n a t i v e o p p o r t u n i t i e s o p e n t o t h e d r o p p e d - o u t w o r k e r s must 

be f o c u s s e d i n r e l a t i o n t o t h e i r b a r g a i n i n g p o w e r , w h i c h i n t u r n 

f l u c t u a t e s i n d i f f e r e n t s t a g e s o f t h e e c o n o m i c h i s t o r y » 

2o Minerals, manufacturing and tourismg This paragraph unlike 
the previous one does not give an insight on sectoral and 
intersectoral labour relations. Lack of transactions shown by an 
input/output matrix does not preclude reallocation of the labour 
force and principles governing some equalization of its price/cost. 
Something is stated in the following section - reference made to 
aristocracy of labour (p.4?) ~ but more research might be needed 
to clarify these relations and to understand how the labour 
aristocracy influences or differentiates the bargaining power of 
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the working c l a s s » Emmanuel's t h e o r y might he of some h e l p on 
t h i s mat ter and on f a c i l i t a t i n g a s w i t c h from a c l a s s a n a l y s i s 
t o a s t r a t i f i c a t i o n approach^, i f the author t h i n k s t h i s l a s t 
one r e l e v a n t . 

3o Consequences of change - on overviewg The author n o t e s , 

in r e s p e c t of the p l a n t a t i o n s , t h a t expanding s i z e , i n c r e a s i n g 

c a p i t a l i z a t i o n and the m o d e r n i z a t i o n of t e c h n o l o g y have had 

adverse e f f e c t s on the p e a s a n t r y and the r u r a l p r o l e t a r i a t » 

Less land becomes a v a i l a b l e to the p e a s a n t r y and l e s s labour 

o p p o r t u n i t i e s become a v a i l a b l e to the r u r a l p r o l e t a r i a t and some 

( p a r t - t i m e ) peasantso The g r e a t e s t p r e s s u r e has been f e l t by 

the p e a s a n t r y and i t s r e l a t i v e d e c l i n e i s seen as having f a r -

r e a c h i n g e f f e c t s on in^vard-or iented economic p r o c e s s e s » 

These i n t e r e s t i n g remarks c a l l f o r f u r t h e r r e s e a r c h on 
r u r a l s o c i a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s and i n t e r e s t groups., l e a d i n g to the 
c l a r i f i c a t i o n of p a t t e r n s of s o c i a l p a r t i c i p a t i o n 5 f o r i f 
p e a s a n t s and r u r a l workers are the most d e p r i v e d groups^, they 
may be a seed f o r s t r u c t u r a l change.; i f t h e i r demands are 
c h a n n e l l e d i n s t i t u t i o n a l l y . 

Urban workers , i n c l u d i n g t h e i r " a r i s t o c r a c y " and whi te 
c o l l a r s j i have had t h e i r problems a l s o . As a matter of f a c t j 
some d i s c u s s i o n on the c o n s e q u e n c e s of economic ¿hange on the 
urban "middle c l a s s " might have h e l p e d to b r i d g e t h i s chapter 
w i th the f o u r t h and f i f t h o n e s . 

The l a c k of " c o r r e l a t i o a between wages^ p r i c e s j e x p o r t s 
and employment and the d e r i v e d i m p o s s i b i l i t y f o r government 
t o p lan" ( p , 4 9 ) i s enac ted by some s o r t of p r a c t i c e s , or some 
g e n e r a l p o l i c y of change t h a t e x p l a i n s i t and to vrhich some 
r e f e r e n c e shou ld have been made» The f a i l u r e or shor tcomings 
in p l a n n i n g i s not i n h e r e n t t o the i n t e r r e n i c g v a r i a b l e s and 
in the c o n t e x t of t h i s r e p o r t the i n t e r e s t 3S above a l l on 
the way t h o s e economic f a c t s are l i v e d , d l o t u s s e d and 



n e g o t i a t e d , , t h e way t h e y a r e m a n i p u l a t e d i n c o n c r e t e s o c i a l l i f e 

t o s u i t v e s t e d i n t e r e s t s , i . e . on s o c i a l r e l a t i o n s t h a t make 

p l a n n i n g i m p o s s i b l e or p o s s i b l e » The o b s e r v e d l a c k of c o r r e l a t i o n 

i s b u t a c l u e t o s e a r c h f o r s p e c i f i c p r a c t i c e s d e t e r r e n t t o 

p l a n n i n g . I t i s t h i s "empty b o x " t h a t g i v e s t o t h e r e a d e r t h e 

i m p r e s s i o n t h a t " e c o n o m i c s t r u c t u r e s " a r e f o c u s s e d i n i s o l a t i o n 

f r o m " s o c i a l s t r u c t u r e s " . 

C h a p t e r IVg D e m o g r a p h i c c h a n g e and c o n s e q u e n c e 

The a u t h o r p o i n t e d o u t t h a t e m i g r a t i o n was i n s t r u m e n t a l i n 

a d j u s t m e n t s i n t h e s i z e and c o m p o s i t i o n o f t h e w o r k i n g f o r c e . 

For t h e r e g i o n as a w h o l e , t h e t o t a l w o r k i n g f o r c e d e c l i n e d b y 

1 2 ^ b e t w e e n I96O and 1 9 7 0 , and a d i r e c t c o r r e l a t i o n i s drawn 

b e t w e e n n e t e m i g r a t i o n and r e d u c t i o n i n t h e male component of t h e 

w o r k i n g f o r c e . I t would seem t h a t t h e d i r e c t c o r r e l a t i o n i s an 

o v e r s t a t e m e n t of t h e c a s e . 

In t h e f i r s t p l a c e , e m i g r a t i o n s h o u l d p e r h a p s be v i e w e d i n 

r e l a t i o n t o t h e t o t a l l a b o u r f o r c e , and n o t t h e t o t a l w o r k i n g 

f o r c e » In t h e s e c o n d p l a c e , t h e r e d u c t i o n i n t h e w o r k i n g f o r c e 

w o u l d seem t o be r e l a t e d more t o r e d u c t i o n i n t h e a v a i l a b i l i t y 

o f j o b s (and i f t h i s i s t h e c a s e , i t s h o u l d b e a r f u r t h e r i n v e s t i g a -

t i o n ) , r a t h e r t h a n r e d u c t i o n i n t h e number o f p e o p l e a v a i l a b l e f o r 

j o b s . I n o t h e r w o r d s , e m i g r a t i o n i s p e r h a p s t h e c o n s e q u e n c e of 

u n a v a i l a b i l i t y o f j o b s r a t h e r t h a n t h e r e a s o n f o r l e s s p e o p l e 

b e i n g e m p l o y e d . 

S i n c e i n t h e r e p o r t most phenomena a r e l i n k e d w i t h t h e 

modus o p e r a n d i o f p l a n t a t i o n s y s t e m , i t m i g h t h a v e b e e n u s e f u l 

t o h a v e some r e f l e c t i o n s on o u t - m i g r a t i o n p r e v i o u s t o t h e 1 9 5 0 ' s o 

O u t - m i g r a t i o n t o Cuba, Panama or C o s t a R i c a . The s u r p l u s of 

l a b o u r , h e l d a s t y p i c a l o f t h e s e s o c i e t i e s j, g i v e s way p r o b a b l y 

t o d i f f e r e n t f o r m s of a c c o m m o d a t i o n a c c o r d i n g t o t h e main 

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s o f i n t e r n a l and e x t e r n a l s o c i o - e c o n o m i c m e c h a n i s m s , 
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C o m p a r i s o n b e t w e e n d i f f e r e n t o u t - m i g r a t i o n t r e n d s m i g h t h e l p t o 

w e i g h t h e i m p a c t o f d e m o g r a p h i c v a r i a b l e s . 

R e m i t t a n c e s of m i g r a n t s a r e i m p r e s s i v e enough,, b u t some 

b a s i c r e a s o n s must h e l p t o a s s e s s them» P e r h a p s a d i s c u s s i o n 

of t h e s e i n f l o w s of c a p i t a l i n C h a p t e r lis E v o l u t i o n and 

S t r u c t u r e o f West I n d i a n Economy m i g h t h a v e l e d t o some 

h y p o t h e s i s on t h e i r c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s and i m p o r t a n c e » I t d o e s 

n o t seem t o be a p r o b l e m o f t h e s u r v i v a l o f m a j o r d i s p o s s e s s e d 

g r o u p s , p e r h a p s n o t e v e n p r i m a r i l y t h a t » Some i d e a s a r e n e e d e d 

on hoxi d o e s t h i s money c i r c u L a t e o i t i s n o t a i t c g e t l i e i i m p o s s i b l e 

t h a t t h i s e x t r a f l o w o f money h a s a r e p e r c u s s i o n on t h e i n t e r n a l 

p r i c e s y s t e m s s m a k i n g l i f e e a s i e r t o m e r c h a n t s and more d i f f i c u l t 

t o t h e a p p a r e n t b e n e f i c i a r i e s » We w o u l d h a v e t h e n g m i g r a n t s 

r e d u c i n g t h e i r l e v e l o f l i v i n g i n t h e m e t r o p o l i t a n c o u n t r i e s t o 

s u p p o r t an e v e r d e g r a d a t i n g l i f e o f t h e i r p a r e n t s i n t h e West 

I n d i e s u That i s t o s a y a s e l f - r e i n f o r c i n g v i c i o u s c i r c l e s 

r e m i t t a n c e s c a l l i n g f o r l a r g e i ' o r e s 5 o u t - m i g r a t i o n p r o v o k i n g 

more d e p a r t u r e s , and l i f e b e c o m i c g mcire a c b e a i ' a b l e p r e c i s e l y 

b e c a u s e o f r e m i t t a n c e s » 

I t i s t h e n n e c e s s a r y t o a n a l y s e t h a e c o n o m i c i m p a c t and 

p o s s i b l e s o c i a l and d e m o g r a p h i c c o n s e q u e n c e s due t o t h o s e 

r e m i t t a n c e s . " I n some of t h e s m a l l e r t e r r i t o r i e s ; r e m i t t a n c e s 

r e p r e s e n t t h e o n l y s u b s t a n t i a l i n f l o w o f c a p i t a l f r o m a b r o a d " 

- and p r o b a b l y - I am i n c l i n e d do t h i n k ¡ , a m a j o r c a t a l y s t f o r 

o u t f l o w s o f b o t h c a p i t a l and l a b o u r f o r c e o o . c o . o . 

I t w o u l d h a v e b e e n of some i n t e r e s t t o a m p l i f y r e m a r k s 

on i n t r a - C a r i b b e a n m i g r a t i o o j p a r t i c u l a r l y i n t l i e l i g h t o f so 

i n t e r e s t i n g a h y p o t h e s i s a s N a s s a u Adams ( p . 6 2 ) o 

The h i s t o r i c a l l e g a c y o f s l a v e r y s&ems some s o r t o f an 

e a s y and v e r y p o p u l a r a n s w e r t o t h e t r a d i t i o n a l b i a s a g a i n s t 

a g r i c u l t u r e » In any c a s e some e l a b o r a t i o n i s n e e d e d . S i n c e 

E m m a n u e l ' s t h e o r i e s h a v e beer^ q u c t e d j i t i s n o t t o be d i s c a r d e d 
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t h a t t h e u n e q u a l e x c h a n g e b e t w e e n a g r i c u l t u r e and o t h e r e c o n o m i c 

s e c t o r s i s a b e t t e r or a t l e a s t a c o m p l e m e n t a r y e x p l a n a t i o n . 

C h a p t e r Vg P o l i t i c a l s i t u a t i o n and Change 

A c l o s e l o o k a t t h e f i r s t s e c t i o n of t h i s c h a p t e r s "Change 

and C o n t i n u i t y " w i l l show t h a t i t i s i n f a c t d i v o r c e d from the 

p r e v i o u s a n a l y s i s » On t h e one h a n d , c h a n g e s a n a l y s e d up t o now 

( i n t h e e c o n o m i c and i n t h e d e m o g r a p h i c a s p e c t s ) may or may not 

be p e r c e i v e d b y " i n d i v i d u a l a c t o r s " . On t h e o t h e r h a n d , ( p r e s t i g e 

o f ) r a c e , o c c u p a t i o n a l s t a t u s and ( c o n t i n u u m o f ) c l a s s e x i s t o n l y 

as f a r as t h e y a r e p e r c e i v e d » They have an i m p a c t on p o l i t i c a l 

b e h a v i o u r b e c a u s e of t h e i r c o n s i s t e n c y w i t h v a l u e — o r i e n t e d 

d ^ f i n i t i o n s , and w h e n e v e r p o l i t i c a l p r a c t i c e s d e r i v e f rom s u c h 

d e f i n i t i o n s 5 t h e y a r e r e l a t i v e l y c o n s i s t e n t w i t h s o c i a l o r d e r . 

So any a n a l y s i s s t a r t i n g f rom t h i s s e t o f p e r c e p t i o n s w i l l l e a d 

t o a no—change s i t u a t i o n , a s e x c e l l e n t l y d e m o n s t r a t e d by 

H» B r e w s t e r ' s o b s e r v a t i o n i " ( « . . ) There i s an a g o n i z i n g p e r i o d 

o f d i s c o v e r y w h i c h shows up t h a t , w i t h i n t h e e x i s t i n g f r a m e w o r k , 

v i r t u a l l y a l l t h e a v a i l a b l e i n s t r u m e n t s of p o l i c y a r e i n e f f e c t u a l " 

( p * 7 9 ) » " D e v i a t i o n " , " a l i e n a t i o n " and " a n o m i e " may be v i e w e d as 

"omens" f o r c h a n g e , as c h a o s may be a p r e l u d e t o a n o t h e r o r d e r . 

B u t t o d i a g n o s e t h e s e " a n o r m a l i t i e s " , r e f e r e n c e h a s t o be made t o 

p r e v i o u s l y a c c e p t e d d e f i n i t i o n s of " n o r m a l i t i e s " . H o w e v e r , an 

a n a l y s t of s t r u c t u r a l c h a n g e i s o b l i g e d t o l o o k f o r t h e s e e d of 

i d e o l o g i c a l f r a m e w o r k s c o n d u c i v e t o c h a n g e , t h a t i s t o s a y , f o r 

t h i s new e q u i l i b r i u m of power ( p o l i t i c a l s t r u c t u r a l c h a n g e s ) t h a t 

i s c a l l i n g f o r new d e f i n i t i o n s and new s o c i a l o r d e r , and t h a t i s , 

f o r t h i s v e r y r e a s o n , n o t p e r c e i v e d by anyone and c e r t a i n l y n o t 

p e r c e i v e d by t h e sum of " i n d i v i d u a l a c t o r s " . 

T h e s e s h o r t c o m i n g s i n t h e t h e o r y of s o c i a l c h a n g e i m p a i r 

t h e a u t h o r ' s a n a l y s i s . In t h i s c h a p t e r , c o n c e p t s a r e mixed up 

and l e a d t o c o m p l e t e c o n f u s i o n . F i g u r e 2 , p^TSs w i t h some minor 
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c h a n g e s , c o u l d be a p p l i e d t o m o s t l y any c o u n t r y i n t h e 

A m e r i c a s , s u c h i s i t s l e v e l o f g e n e r a l i t y ^ I t a l s o seems 

r a t h e r i n a c c u r a t e a s t h e f o l l o w i n g e x a m p l e s w i l l show. 

In Column 2 , we h a v e d i f f e r e n t p r o l e t a r i a t s 9 i n 

Column 3? some b o u r g e o i s i e s o The f i r s t row i s s e p a r a t e d 

f r o m t h e o t h e r f i v e b y a d o u b l e 1 i n e » And t h e l a s t row 

o f l u m p e n p r o l e t a r i a t i s g r a n t e d the b u l k of u n e m p l o y e d . 

(Unemployed can be found a n y w h e r e f r o m t h e s e c o n d t o t h e 

s i x t h r o w , i a S o among a l l p o t e n t i a l e m p l o y e e s ) » 

F u r t h e r m o r e , t h i s f i g u r e r e p r e s e n t s a c o n t i n u u m and 

i m p l i e s some o c c u p a t i o n a l m o b i l i t y » I f xíe assume a s m a l l 

p e a s a n t m o v i n g t o tov/n t o f i n d a j o b j h i s • • o c c u p a t i o n a l 

m o b i l i t y " f r o m an " u p p e r l o w e r c l a s s " w o u l d n e v e r l e a d him 

t o a " l o w e r m i d d l e c l a s s " § i t w o u l d a u t o m a t i c a l l y d r i v e him 

i n t o t h e g r o u p o f t h e " u n s k i l l e d " or i n t h e ' ' l o w e r c l a s s " » 

E v e n t h o u g h t h e s c a l e o f p r e s t i g e i s c o r r e c t p i t d o e s n o t 

r e p r e s e n t r e c o n v e r s i o n s or " m o b i l i t i e s " t a k i n g p l a c e i n r e a l 

l i f e . Urban and r u r a l o c c u p a t i o n » c a n n o t be i ü t e r m i n g l a d ~ 

T h e r e i s no s k i l l e d w o r k e r ( l o w e r m i d d l e ) c a p a b l e of b e c o m i n g 

a b i g o r m i d d l e p e a s a n t ( u p p e r m i d d l e ) ; axid i f t h e r e were i t 

w o u l d be i r r e l e v a n t » D i s c o n t i n u i t i e s and d i c h o t o m i e s c a n 

o n l y d i s a p p e a r i n a b s t r a c t s c a l e s o f p r e s t i g e p b u t n o t i n 

t h e f u n c t i o n i n g o f a s o c i e t y s , and c e r t a i n l y n o t i n t h e 

C a r i b b e a n . 

D i s t i n c t i o n s of o c c u p a t i o n s i n a g r i c u l t u r e a r e n o t v e r y 

c l e a r s a r e m i d d l e and b i g p e a s a n t s ^ , f a r m e r s ^ a s o p p o s e d t o 

" i n d e p e n d e n t p e a s a n t s " o r t o " p l a n t a t i o n o w n e r s " ? 

When t h e a u t h o r i s a n a l y s i n g c o l o n i a l p l a n t a t i o n s , he 

w o u l d s t a t e t h i n g s l i k s í ' 'The Crown g o v e r f i s d ci: b e h a l f o f 

t h e p l a n t e r s who c o n t i n u e d t o m o f i o p o l l z e p r o p e r t y " ® But \íher. 

i t comes t o c o n t e m p o r a r y l i f e r , he ?-ssms -50 view a s p o l i t i c a l 

b e h a v i o u r , p r a c t i c e s d a r i n g e l e c t i o n t i m e s o N o w a d a y s , a B l a c k 
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p e a s a n t i s l i k e l y t o v o t e f o r a B l a c k c a n d i d a t e , and a " L e b a n e s e " 

medium b u s i n e s s m a n f o r a W h i t e p o l i t i c i a n . B u t one h a s t o a s k 

o n e s e l f ? w h a t d o e s t h i s s i t u a t i o n h a v e t o do w i t h p o l i t i c s ? 

One h a s t h e i m p r e s s i o n t h a t r a c e p l a y s a v e r y i m p o r t a n t r o l e i n 

t h e m a r k e t i n g of a c a n d i d a t e , b u t n o t i n t h e p o l i t i c a l s t r u c t u r e » 

P r e v i o u s c h a p t e r s seemed t o p o i n t out t h a t p o l i t i c s c a n o n l y mean 

g u i d a n c e of t h e s o c i e t y t o w a r d a g i v e n d i r e c t i o n ? d e f e n c e of 

p r o p e r t y , s t a n d p o i n t s on l a b o u r r e l a t i o n s ü . b u t n o t t h e 

a n t h r o p o l o g i c a l r i t e s o f a d v e r t i s i n g and v o t i n g » 

T h i s r e m a r k l e a d s u s t o a t h i r d o b j e c t i o n t o t ih is c h a p t e r » 

How can i t be c o n c l u d e d t h a t d i s t i n c t i o n s i n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l form 

h a v e no i m p o r t a n c e i n f a c t ( p « 7 4 ) ? The " d e g r e e o f f r e e d o m " o f 

s o c i a l f o r c e s t o e n a c t p o l i c i e s c o n d u c i v e t o t h e s a f e g u a r d o f 

t h e i r i n t e r e s t s c a n n o t p o s s i b l y be t h e same i n an i n d e p e n d e n t 

s t a t e , i n an a s s o c i a t e d one o r i n a c o l o n y . To f o c u s p o l i t i c s 

a s " t h e a r t o f t h e p o s s i b l e " i s t o f o c u s p o l i t i c a l p r a c t i c e s . 

Ifli^t i s p o s s i b l e or i m p o s s i b l e i s a m a t t e r o f p o l i t i c a l s t r u c t u r e . 

When i n p » 2 , t h e a u t h o r w r i t e s ? "The f i r s t m o d i f i c a t i o n ( i n 

s o c i a l s t r u c t u r e ) came i n r e s p o n s e t o t h e v i o l e n t l y e x p r e s s e d 

demands of t h e e x - s l a v e s f o r l a n d and j u s t i c e , The Crown 

i n t e r v e n e d and t h e p l a n t e r s , e t c » . , " , he i s m a k i n g r e f e r e n c e t o 

a g i v e n p o l i t i c a l s t r u c t u r e o f a c o l o n y w h i c h a l l o w s and l e g i t i m i z e s 

i n t e r v e n t i o n o f t h e C r o w n , When he s e e s no d i f f e r e n c e s b e t w e e n 

a c o l o n y and an i n d e p e n d e n t c o u n t r y he i s p a y i n g a t t e n t i o n t o 

p o l i t i c a l p r a c t i c e s . I n b o t h c o l o n i a l or i n d e p e n d e n t s t a t e s , one 

can f i n d s i m i l a r p r a c t i c e s . B u t i n an i n d e p e n d e n t c o u n t r y " t h e 

p o s s i b l e " a r e f a r more numerous f o r l o c a l g r o u p s , w h i l e i n a 

c o l o n i a l o n e , t h e y a r e more numerous f o r m e t r o p o l i t a n g r o u p s . 

T h e s e m i s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s seem t o come f r o m t h e f a c t t h a t t h e 

a u t h o r ' s a n a l y s i s i s o n e - s i d e d s " F o r t h e r e g i o n a s a w h o l e , t h e n 

t h e f u n d a m e n t a l c h a r a c t e r i s t i c o f t h e p o l i t y i s t h a t o f d e p e n d e n c y " . 

T h i s i s p a r t of t h e f a c t s . B a s i c s or s t r u c t u r e i n any p o l i t i c a l 

s y s t e m i s an i n t e r n a l e q u i l i b r i u m of p o w e r . R e s c u e f r o m o u t s i d e 
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d o e s n o t c h a n g e t h e s t r u c t u r e , and l e s s a l o n e c a n r e p l a c e i t , 

e v e n when i t can s t r e n g t h e n one o f t h e c o n f l i c t i n g s o u r c e s of 

power» The way t h e a u t h o r u s e s t h e d e p e n d e n c y t h e o r y 

c o n s i s t e n t l y d r i v e s him away f r o m i n t e r n a l c o n f l i c t s and 

i n t e r n a l s t r u c t u r a l c h a n g e s » The Crov^fo can i n t e r v e n e i n 

A n g u i l l a , h u t i n J a m a i c a o r T r i n i d a d i t w o u l d fee a d i f f e r e n t 

matter ,» Even t h o u g h i t i s s t i l l " p o s s i b l a " , t h e " c o s t s " of an 

A n g u i l l a n t y p e of i n t e r v e n t i o n i n t h e s e l a s t c o u n t r i e s w o u l d 

be r a t h e r d i f f e r e n t ® 

The p a r a g r a p h ua dependenc3^ s y a d r o i i e i s v e r y i m p o i t a n i . 

and i n t e r e s t i n g ; , "but t h e i n f e r e n c e s ( S e c t i o r j I l i o A l i e n a t i o n 

and C h a n g e ) a r e m i s l e a d i n g b e c a u s e c f what L a s b&en s a i d a b o u t 

d i f f e r e n c e s b e t w e e n p r a c t i c e and s t r u c t u r e i n p o l i t i c s » 

A l i e n a t i o n and C h a n g e s O u t l i n e o í a K c d e l s The f i r s t 

p a r a g r a p h u ü d e r t h i s t i t l e ( p s 8 2 ) i s somt s o r t o f r e t u r n t o 

t h e d i c h o t o m y model o f two c l a s s e s ^ , c o l o u r e d now more c l e a r l y 

w i t h t h e r a c e p r o b l e m . " W h i t e f c r e i g i . e r s ( s i c ) c o n t r o l t h e t r u e 

w e a l t h " » " B l a c k p e o p l e p r o v i d e t h e b u l k of l a b o u r p o w e r " . In 

b e t w e e n . Browns i n t e r m e d i a t e « T h i s p r e s e a t a t lo;:, i s a n a g g r e g a t i o n 

o f d i f f e r e n t l a d d e r s i n t h e s c a L ü o f s T . r a t a { p - ' / o ) . w h e r e 

" c e r t i f i c a t e d b l a c k s " d i s t u r b t h e schema and a r e f c r g ü t t p n » 

I t i s not t h a t r a c e i s n o t i m p o r t a n f e , b u t thits c o n c e p t i a 

s o c l o s e t o c o m m o n - s e n s e p e r c e p t i o n s . , t h a t i t must bg i n t r o d u c e d 

t h r o u g h a c o n s i s t e n t a n a l y s i s . H i s t o r y of t h e C a r i b b e a n c o u n t r i e s 

i s p l a g u e d w i t h g e n o c i d e and I d o u b t i f a n y t h i n g h a s been s o l v e d 

t h a t w a y . S i n c e we f e e l t h i s c r i t i c i s m r a t h e r s e r i o u s , an 

addendum i s p r e s e n t e d t o show how t h e a u t h o r p r e p a r e s t h e way t o 

h i s c o n c l u s i o n s . 

The a u t h o r made h i s s e v e r a l and l e g i t i m a t e demands of B l a c k s , 

b u t as he r u l e d o u t t h e t h e s i s on p l u r a l s o c i e t i e s on v e r y 

m i s t a k e n g r o u n d s , and a s h e c h o o s e s s t r a t i f i c a t i o n t h e o r i e s 

i n s t e a d of c l a s s a n a l y s i s ^ he j u s t c a n n c t copa VJ i t l i t h e s e demands 
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and c a n n o t h a v e an a n a l y s i s where e c o n o m i c s and p o l i t i c s a r e c o n -

s i s t e n t l y l i n k e d . H e n c e , he m i s s e s t h e s o c i a l s t r u c t u r a l c h a n g e s 

u n d e r w a y i n t h e r e g i o n , e v e n t h o u g h he p o i n t e d o u t i n t e r e s t i n g t r e n d s . 

H e r e i s a v e r y c l e a r e x a m p l e s A c c o r d i n g t o t h e a u t h o r , " P l u r a l 

s o c i e t y t h e s i s f a i l s t o r e c o g n i z e t h e v a s t l y e x p a n d e d m o h i l i t y b e t w e e n 

t h e ' b l a c k l o w e r ' and t h e 'bro^in m i d d l e ' s t r a t a ^ e t c » " ( p . 3 - 4 ) 5 b u t 

he h i m s e l f p r o v e s t h a t t h i s s o - c a l l e d m o b i l i t y h a s n o t h i n g t o do w i t h 

" p l u r a l s o c i e t y t h e s i s " when he i n s i s t e d on u s i n g t h i s " p e r s i s t e n t " 

C a r i b b e a n l a n g u a g e . I t i s n o t a m a t t e r o f m o b i l i t y , o f l e a r n i n g 

s t a n d a r d E n g l i s h i n s c h o o l s and of p o s s e s s i n g a s y m b o l of p r e s t i g e . 

P r o g r e s s i n l i t e r a c y c a n n o t e v e n s c r a t c h t h e u n i v e r s a l i t y of l o c a l 

l a n g u a g e s . A s s u m i n g no i n h e r i t a n c e of s t a t u s i n a c o m p l e t e l y 

" l i t e r a t e " C a r i b b e a n , y o u w i l l s t i l l h a v e l o c a l l a n g u a g e s f l o u r i s h i n g 

a l l o v e r t h e p l a c e » 

B y r u l i n g o u t p l u r a l i s m and a s a c o n s e q u e n c e f o c u s s i n g o n l y 

' ' C r e o l e c u l t u r e " , i f t h e r e i s a g r o u n d f o r r e v i n d i c a t i o n o f " B l a c k s ' ' 

( i n c l u d i n g E a s t I n d i a n s i n t h e c o n c e p t ) , i t w i l l o n l y be r a c e i n i t s 

c r u d e s t p o p u l a r f o r m . Now on t h i s g r o u n d , i t i s i m p o s s i b l e t o f i n d out 

what i s meant b y r a c e , f o r r a c e becomes t h e s e l f - d e f i n i t i o n o f 

i n d i v i d u a l s . How many E a s t I n d i a n s t h i n k t h e y a r e " B l a c k ' ' i n a w o r l d 

w h e r e s e l f - i d e n t i f i c a t i o n o f " A f r i c a n s " i s more a d v a n c e d ? In t h e 

s o c i o l o g i c a l t h e o r i e s o f s o c i a l s t r a t i f i c a t i o n , r a c e i s j u s t a v a r i a b l e 

t o be t a k e n i n t o a c c o u n t as w e l l a s , s a y , " r e s i d e n t i a l a r e a s " , among 

o t h e r " s y m b o l s " o f p r e s t i g e . l i v i n g i n a g i v e n a r e a i s a s s o c i a t e d 

w i t h p o l i t i c a l b e h a v i o u r ( a s s t r e e t s a r e w i t h h o u s e s ) s> b u t i t c a n n o t 

e x p l a i n p o l i t i c a l b e h a v i o u r ( n o r s t r e e t s can e x p l a i n h o u s e s ) » P r a c t i c e s 

t h a t h a v e p r o d u c e d s o c i a l c h a n g e and s t a n d p o i n t s on t h e d i r e c t i o n of 

f o r e s e e a b l e c h a n g e s , c a n n o t be e x p l a i n e d b y r a c e . F o r gome p e o p l e , 

s p e c t a c l e s a r e e s s e n t i a l f o r r e a d i n g , b u t t h e y do n o t r e a d b e c a u s e 

t h e y h a v e s p e c t a c l e s . L i k e w i s e , i t may be s a i d t h a t r a c e i s e s s e n t i a l 

i n p o l i t i c a l g r o u p i n g s i n c e r t a i n C a r i b b e a n c o u n t r i e s , b u t y o u do n o t 

a s s o c i a t e y o u r s e l f w i t h a p a r t y b e c a u s e o f y o u r r a c e . As t h e a u t h o r 

h i m s e l f p u t s i t s "What i s and what p e o p l e c h i n k i s a r e d i f f e r e n t " 

( p . 8 1 ) . J u s t l i k e t h i s man who w a n t e d t o buy s p e c t a c l e s i n o r d e r t o 
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be a b l e t o r e a d and w r i t e . " E t h n i c p o l i t i c s " c a n n o t be t a k e n 

f o r i t s f a c e v a l u e . 

As f a r a s s o c i a l and p o l i t i c a l c h a n g e s a r e c o n c e r n e d ? i t 

w o u l d be i n t e r e s t i n g , i n t h e same way p l a n t a t i o n h a s b e e n 

t r e a t e d a t t h e b e g i n n i n g of t h e r e p o r t , , t o d e a l w i t h t h e more 

c o m p l e x s i t u a t i o n of t h e c o n t e m p o r a r y C a r i b b e a n s e a r c h i n g f o r 

t h e e c o n o m i c n u c l e u s or s e t o f n u c l e i j p l a y i n g a s i m i l a r r o l e f 

t o show t h e e v o l u t i o n f r o m p l a n t a t i o n - d o m i n a t e d economy t o t h e 

p r e s e n t s e t t i n g ; and t o p o i n t o u t t h e b a s i c s o c i a l r e l a t i o n s 

f r o m w h i c h t h e c o n s i s t e n c y of a l l i n s t i t u t i o n s can be b u i l t 

u p . The a u t h o r ' s r e p o r t s on t h e c o n t r a ry;, p r o p o s e s t o f i n d t h e 

c o n s i s t e n c y of C a r i b b e a n c o n t a m p o r a r y i n s t i t u t i o n s i n t h e 

d e p e n d e n t c h a r a c t e r i s t i c o f t h e e c o n o m i c s y s t e m o O b v i o u s l y i t 

c a n n o t f i n d what i s s p e c i f i c t o t h e C a r i b b e a n and d i s t i n g u i s h e s 

i t f r o m any o t h e r u n d e r d e v e l o p e d a r e a » 

So when s o c i a l s t r u c t u r a l c h a n g a s a r e u n d e r d i s c u s s i o i c j 

t h e r e i s a l a c k of s h a r p d i s t i n c t i o n s b e t w e e n k e y — c o n c e p t s § 

l i k e c l a s s v e r s u s s t r a t a , r a c i a l v e r s u s e t h n i c o r c u l t u r a l 

g r o u p s , i n t e r — p e r s o n a l r e l a t i o n s v e r s u s c l a s s c o n f l i c t s . ^ i n t e r n a l 

v e r s u s e x t e r n a l s t r u c t u r e s , u n e q u a l e x c h a n g e b e t w e e n n a t i o n s and 

e c o l o g i c a l u n i t s ( u r b a n - r u r a l ) v e r s u s p a r t i o i p a t i o n of s o c i a l 

g r o u p s i n e c o n o m i c and p o l i t i c a l power^ m e t x o p o l i t a n v e r s u s 

" c r e ó l e " c u l t u r e s , " c r e ó l e " c u l t u r e s v e r s u s m i n o r i t i e s o u t l o o k 

T h e r e f o r e t h e "omen" d o e s n o t seem c o n s i s t e n t w i t l i t h e s e t 

o f t r e n d s t h a t c a n be d e r i v e d f r o m t h e a n a l y s i s » i t i s a 

p r o j e c t i o n t o e v e r y s o c i a l f o r m a t i o n i n t h e a r e a o f one 

a l t e r n a t i v e (among o t h e r s ) t h a t was c h o s e n i n g i v e n c o n t e x t s 

o f p o l i t i c a l p r a c t i c e s . 

In summary, e c o n o m i c a n a l y s i s i s e x c e l l e u t > ; b u t i n c o m p l e t e s 

s o c i o l o g i c a l and p o l i t i c a l a n a l y s e s a r e c o n i u s i n g and m i s l e a d i n g . 
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ADDENDUM ON THE RACIAL ASPECTS 

OF THE 

BECKFOHD REPORT 

I n t h e o p e n i n g c h a p t e r s The S o c i a l F r a m e w o r k , t h e a u t h o r 

s t a t e s t h a t " r a c e was i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d f r o m t h e v e r y o u t s e t " 

of " s l a v e s o c i e t y " i n t h e C a r i b b e a n » W h i l e t h e s t a t e m e n t i s 

s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d , w h e t h e r f a c t u a l or n o t , i t i s v e r y s i g n i f i c a n t 

i n t h a t t h e n o t i o n of r a c e as t h e d o m i n a n t d e t e r m i n a n t i n t h e 

e v o l u t i o n o f t h e West I n d i a n s o c i a l s t r u c t u r e p e r v a d e s t h e 

a u t h o r ' s e n t i r e s o c i a l and p o l i t i c a l a n a l y s i s and l e a d s i n e v i t a b l y 

t o h i s c o n c l u s i o n s and h y p o t h e s e s f o r s o c i a l s t r u c t u r a l c h a n g e 

as o u t l i n e d i n t h e l a s t two c h a p t e r s (V and V I ) . 

And i t i s i m p o r t a n t t o o b s e r v e , i n t h e f i r s t p l a c e , t h a t 

d e s p i t e t h e p e r v a s i v e p r e s e n c e o f r a c e (and c o l o u r ) i n t h e 

e v o l u t i o n o f t h e West I n d i a n s o c i a l p o l i t y , r a c e h a s b e e n (and 

s t i l l i s ) i n c i d e n t a l t o t h e u n d e r l y i n g c l a s s ( e c o n o m i c ) r e l a t i o n s 

t h a t e x i s t e d f r o m t h e v e r y o u t s e t and s u b s e q u e n t l y d e v e l o p e d 

d u r i n g c o l o n i a l i s m and up t o t h e p r e s e n t , and i t i s t h e s e c l a s s 

r e l a t i o n s t h a t d e t e r m i n e and i n f l u e n c e t h e p o l i t i c a l and s o c i a l 

s t r u c t u r e ; and i n t h e s e c o n d p l a c e , t h a t a n a l y s i s b a s e d on r a c e , 

o b s c u r i n g as i t d o e s t h e r e a l e c o n o m i c and s o c i a l r e l a t i o n s i n 

t h e s o c i e t y , l e a d s i n e v i t a b l y t o p r o j e c t i o n s f o r s o c i a l s t r u c t u r a l 

c h a n g e t h a t t e n d t o d i s t o r t t h e e c o n o m i c , p o l i t i c a l and s o c i a l 

r e a l i t y o f t h e E n g l i s h - s p e a k i n g C a r i b b e a n , 

On p a g e one o f C h a p t e r I , t h e a u t h o r s a y s " s o c i a l s t r u c t u r e 

t y p i c a l l y r e f l e c t s t h e d i s t r i b u t i o n o f e c o n o m i c power» In s l a v e 

s o c i e t y t h e w h i t e p e o p l e m o n o p o l i z e d e c o n o m i c p o w e r " . B u t s u r e l y 

t h e w h i t e p e o p l e , s o - c a l l e d , m o n o p o l i z e d e c o n o m i c power (and 

t h e r e f o r e t h e s o c i a l s t r u c t u r e r e f l e c t e d t h i s ) n o t b e c a u s e t h e y 

w e r e w h i t e , b u t b e c a u s e t h e y owned and c o n t r o l l e d t h e means o f 

p r o d u c t i o n ^ I n a s e n s e , t h e a u t h o r r e c o g n i z e s t h i s when he g o e s 
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on t o s a y t h a t " w h a t was c a l l e d " r e p r e s e n t a t i v e " g o v e r n m e n t was 

a g o v e r n m e n t r e p r e s e n t i n g t h e p l a n t e r s ; t h e s l a v e s had no 

r e p r e s e n t a t i o n ' " . 

And SÒ he s t a t e s on page 2 t h a t f o l l o w i n g e m a n c i p a t i o n , 

t h e e c o n o m i c a l l y d o m i n a n t w h i t e p l a n t e r c l a s s c o n t i n u e d t o 

d o m i n a t e the s o c i a l s t r u c t u r e ^ , ' But h e f u r t h e r adds t h a t " r a c e 

d e t e r m i n e d t h e e c o n o m i c w e l l - b e i n g o f i n d i v i d u a l s " and t h a t 

" s o c i a l s t a t u s was d e t e r m i n e d b y rat-s and c o l o u r " » T h i s i s 

p e r h a p s t r u e on t h e b e h a v i o u r i s t i c l e v a i » B u t i t m a s t be 

o b s e r v e d t h a t r a e s " d e t a r m i n e d " t h e e c c r o m i c w e l l - b e i n g of 

i n d i v i d u a l s o n l y t o t h e e x t e n t , t h a t E u r o p e a n p l a n t e r s and 

t h e i r d e s c e n d a n t s ( s u p p o r t e d b y t h e C r o w n ) c o n t i n u e d t o 

m o n o p o l i z e e c o n o m i c p o w e r f o l l o w i n g e m a n c i p a t i o n . The 

d e t e r m i n a t i o n o f s o c i a l s t a t u s b y r a c e and c o l o u r was a 

h i s t o r i c a l l e g a c y o f s l a v e r y and of i t s i d t o l o g i c a l j u s t i -

f i c a t i o n as b e i n g t h e e n s l a v e m e n t of an i n f e r i o r p e o p l e » B u t 

t h i s was a t t h e l e v e l o f s o c i a l p r a c t i c e s <> The f u c ã a m e n t a i 

f a c t o r i n f l u e n c i n g t h e s o c i a l s t r u e t u r e o f t h e r e g i o r ; r:on™ 

t i n u e d t o be w h a t c l a s s j and n o t what r a c e 5 owosd and c o n -

t r o l l e d o 

I t i s t h i s c o n t i n u i n g " i n v e r s i o r j - ' o f t h e a r a i v s i r - w h i c h 

c a n l e a d t h e a u t h o r t o s a y s h o r t l y a f t e r ? " ' thus e l e m e n t s of 

c l a s s e n t e r e d t h e s o c i a l m a t r i x " a f t e r the s y s t e m o f e d u c a t i o n 

d e v e l o p e d d u r i n g Crown C o l o n y r u l e p r o v i d e d new o p p o r t u n i t i e s 

f o r t h e e c o n o m i c and s o c i a l m o b i l i t y o f A f r i c a n s and E a s t I n d i a n s 

F o r i t s e e m s c l e a r t h a t c l a s s ( i n t h e e c o n o m i c s e n s e ) 

d e t e r m i n e d and i n f l u e n c e d t h e s o c i a l m a t r i x f r o m t h e v e r y 

b e g i n n i n g . The r a c e m a n i f e s t a t i o n s of t h e s o c i a l m a t r i x ^ 

t h e n a s now, w e r e s u b o r d i n a t e a s p e c t s w h i c h a c q u i r e d l a r g e r and 

l a r g e r d i m e n s i o n s and came t o o b s c u r e t o a c e r t a i n e x t e n t t h e 

f u n d a m e n t a l c l a s s r e l a t i o n s , b e c a u s e of t h e r e g i o n ' s h i s t o r i c a l 

l e g a c y ^ T r u e , t h e c l a s s r e l a t i o n s became more and more c o m p l e x 

a s " p o s t - w a r d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n and g r o w t h of West I n d i a n e c o n o m i e s 
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i n v o l v i n g t h e e m e r g e n c e o f new a c t i v i t i e s l i k e m a n u f a c t u r i n g , 

t o u r i s m , m i n i n g , e t c . , " g a v e r i s e t o an u r b a n w o r k i n g c l a s s , and 

s o o n . B u t , a s h a s b e e n p r e v i o u s l y s h o w n , t h e y w e r e f a r f r o m 

e n t e r i n g t h e s o c i a l m a t r i x f o r the f i r s t t i m e » 

B u t t h e c o n t i n u i n g " i n v e r s i o n " l e a d s t h e a u t h o r t o f i n a l l y 

s t a t e t h a t " r a c e , c o l o u r and c l a s s now h a v e e q u a l p r o m i n e n c e i n 

t h e s o c i a l o r d e r " , and l e a d s him t o t r a c e t h e " h i g h c o r r e l a t i o n 

b e t w e e n c o l o u r and o c c u p a t i o n a l s t a t u s " » And a g a i n . , i t c a n be 

o b s e r v e d t h a t t h i s i s p e r h a p s t r u e on t h e b e h a v i o u r i s t i c l e v e l , 

i 06» a t t h e l e v e l o f s o c i a l p r a c t i c e s » B u t i f t h e a n a l y s i s o f 

s o c i a l s t r u c t u r a l c h a n g e i s t o i d e n t i f y t h e e v o l u t i o n o f t h e main 

t r e n d s i n t h e s o c i a l p o l i t y and t o make f u t u r e p r o j e c t i o n s , i t 

raust b e more i n c i s i v e and m u s t a s c r i b e t o e a c h a s p e c t i t s rea^l 

p r o m i n e n c e ( o r w e i g h t ) i n t h e s o c i a l o r d e r . , 

C h a p t e r V , P o l i t i c a l S i t u a t i o n and C h a n g e , t h e r e f o r e r e f l e c t s 

t h e a u t h o r ' s e m p h a s i s on r a c e , a s d e m o n s t r a t e d f r o m C h a p t e r I , The 

S o c i a l F r a m e w o r k . The b a s i c t h e m e s o f C h a p t e r V a r e t h a t ; 

1) " t h e common r a c i a l d i v i s i o n i n W e s t I n d i a n 
s o c i e t i e s i s b e t w e e n w h i t e ( t h e i m p e r i a l 
c o n n e c t i o n ) and n o n - w h i t e ( t h e c o l o n i a l 
s i d e o f t h e i n t e r a c t i o n ) " , and 

2) "for the region a s a whole, /~then_J7 the 
f u n d a m e n t a l c h a r a c t e r i s t i c o f t h e p o l i t y 
i s t h a t o f d e p e n d e n c y , , D e p e n d e n c y c r e a t e s 
n u m e r o u s p r o b l e m s a t v a r i o u s l e v e l s of t h e 
s o c i a l p r o c e s s and i n d i f f e r e n t d i m e n s i o n s 
o f s o c i a l a c t i v i t y . I t l e a d s t o a l i e n a t i o n 
and g e n e r a t e s , t h e i n t e r n a l p o w e r f o r s o c i a l 
c h a n g e " . 

And i n S e c t i o n I I I o f t h i s C h a p t e r , A l i e n a t i o n and C h a n g e s 

O u t l i n e s o f a M o d e l , w h e r e t h e a u t h o r o u t l i n e s h i s h y p o t h e s e s f o r 

s o c i a l s t r u c t u r a l c h a n g e , he s t a t e s t h a t " s o c i a l a l i e n a t i o n i n 

t h e West I n d i a n c a s e d e r i v e s f r o m t h e p a r t i c u l a r d e e p r o o t s i n 

t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l c a p i t a l i s t s y s t e m . W h i t e f o r e i g n e r s f r o m 

E u r o p e - U S A c a p t u r e and s t i l l c o n t r o l t h e b a s i c r e s o u r c e s o f t h e s e 

s o c i e t i e s — i»e<, t h e t r u e w e a l t h . B l a c k p e o p l e p r o v i d e t h e b u l k 
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o f t h e l a b o u r power and brown p e o p l e d o m i n a t e t h e i n t e r m e d i a r y 

l a y e r b e t w e e n t h e two g r o u p s » S m a l l m i n o r i t y g r o u p s o c c u p y 

t h e most p o w e r f u l p o s i t i o n ^ i n t e r n a l l y , Jews;, C h i n e s e ; 

P o r t u g u e s e s L e b a n e s e s e t c » , c o n t r o l e n o u g h r e s o u i c e s t o e x p l o i t 

t h e l a b o u r o f B l a c k p e o p l e » They and l o c a l w h i t e s a r e t h e 

i n t e r n a l a g e n t s of i m p e r i a l i s m " » 

The a n a l y s i s i s now c o m p l e t e and i n t e r p r e t a t i o n u n f o l d s 

a g a i n s t t h e b a c k g r o u n d of r a c e , w i t h a • •Teneer" o f c l a s s » 

And t h e j u s t i f i c a t i o n i s t h a t " t h e g e o - h i s t o r i c a l o r i g i n s 

of West I n d i a n s o c i e t i e s a r s c r i t i c a l ir. e x p l a i n i n g t h e i r 

i n t e g r a t i o n w i t h t h e c a p i t a l i s t i n t e r n a t i o n a l » And t h e s o c i o -

p s y c h o l o g i c a l r e s u l t s of a l i e n a t i o n o f t h e m a j o r i t y of t h e 

p o p u l a t i o n a r e t h e omens o f s t r u c t u r a l c h a n g e " » 

No o r g a n i c c o n n e c t i o n i s made b e t w e e n ' ' t h e g e o — h i s t o r i c a l 

o r i g i n s of West I n d i a n s o c i e t i e s " and ' t h e s o c i o - p s j í c h o l o g i c a l 

r e s u l t s o f a l i e n a t i o n " » No c o n c r e t e a n a l y t i c a l d i s t i n c t i o n i s 

made b e t w e e n c l a s s and r a c e . -"Tlie s o c i c - p s y c h o l o g i c a l r e s u l t s 

o f a l i e n a t i o n " i s s i m p l y mada t h e dominairr, a s p e c t . , and t h e 

r e c e n t s o c i a l t u r b u l e n c e i n t h e West I n d i e s b e c o m e s t h e 

r e f l e c t i o n of " t h e r u m b l i n g s of t h e d y n a m i c m o d e l " » 

" B a s t a and b l a c k power i d e o l o g y h a v e g a i n e d an a s c e n d a n c y 

i n t h e p r o c e s s o f r e a c t i o n of B l a c k p e o p l e t o t h e o p p r e s s i o n o f 

w h i t e i m p e r i a l i s m . The W e s t m i n s t e j r = ¥ a s h i n g t o n ' ' m o t h e r - t y p e " 

i m p e r i a l i s m w h i c h f i l t e r e d o u t t h e g e o - h i s t o r i c a l o r i g i n s of 

t h e A f r i c a n p e o p l e p r o d u c e d t h e i d e o l o g y of H a s t a and B l a c k 

Power a s a r e a c t i o n ' ' » 

And t h i s seems t o be e x a c t l y t h e c a s e s r e a c t i o n t o 

o p p r e s s i o n , p e r c e i v e d i n t e r m s of r a t e , a g a i n s t t h e b a c k g r o u n d 

o f s o c i a l (and p o l i t i c a l ) a l i e n a t i o n , w i t h an o v e r l y i n g v e n e e r 

of e c o n o m i c i n t e r p r e t a t i o n » 
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And s o i n C h a p t e r V I , Omens, w h e r e B e c k f o r d c h o o s e s t h e 

p o l i t i c s o f " d r e a d " as a c a s e s t u d y i n h i s a s s e r t i o n t h a t 

" c o n t e m p o r a r y r u m b l i n g s i n t h e West I n d i e s t o d a y a r e a s i g n of 

f u t u r e c h a n g e s i n t h e s o c i o - s t r u c t u r a l b a s i s o f t h e s o c i e t y " , 

he must on the one hand t r y t o t r a n s f o r m i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of 

" d r e a d " i n t o " p o l i t i c s o f p o s i t i v e c h a n g e " , and on t h e o t h e r 

hand a d m i t t h a t " d r e a d " can w i t h d r a w " t o n e g a t i v e n e s s or t o come 

b a c k a g a i n " . 

The a u t h o r h a s now r e a c h e d t h e l o g i c a l c o n c l u s i o n o f t h e 

r a c e b i a s o f h i s e n t i r e s o c i a l and p o l i t i c a l a n a l y s i s . 

In summary, i t c a n be s t a t e d t h a t r a c e (and c o l o u r ) i s a 

c l e a r l y i d e n t i f i a b l e a s p e c t i n t h e e v o l u t i o n o f t h e West I n d i a n 

s o c i a l p o l i t y . In m a k i n g r a c e (and c o l o u r ) t h e main a s p e c t , 

h o w e v e r , t h e a u t h o r h a s , i n t h e f i r s t p l a c e , b e e n u n a b l e t o make 

t h e o r g a n i c c o n n e c t i o n b e t w e e n t h e e c o n o m i c and t h e s o c i a l and 

p o l i t i c a l e v o l u t i o n of t h e E n g l i s h - s p e a k i n g C a r i b b e a n , and h a s 

t h e r e f o r e b e e n u n a b l e t o t r a c e t h e r e a l t r e n d s i n s o c i a l s t r u c t u r a l 

c h a n g e i and i n t h e s e c o n d p l a c e , he h a s beer; l e d t o i n t e r p r e t 

E a s t a and B l a c k Power i d e o l o g y a s b e i n g f o c a l i n e x p l a i n i n g 

" t h e r u m b l i n g s o f s t r u c t u r a l c h a n g e w h i c h a r e now b e i n g c l e a r l y 

h e a r d i n d i f f e r e n t p a r t s o f t h e r e g i o n " . 






