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ELECTION OF RAPPORTEUR 

The CHAIRMAN c a l l e d f o r nominations f o r the. post ' of 

Rappor teur « 

Mr. HALES ( C h i l e ) , supported by Mr. MONDRAGON (Honduras) , 

Mr. GISBERT ( B o l i v i a ) , Mr. GABRIEL MARTINEZ ( A r g e n t i n a ) , 

Mr. GAMBOA (Cuba) , and Mr. GONZALEZ (Uruguay ) , nominated 

Mr. Morera (Costa R i c a ) f o r the post of Rappor teur . 

Mr. Morera (Costa R i c a ) was unanimously e l e c t e d to the 

pos t of Rappor t eur . 

COORDINATION WITH THE INTER-AMERICAN ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL 
(E/CN.12/UO) 

Mr. SANTA CRUZ ( S e c r e t a r y 'of the Committee) in t roduced 

the note prepared by the S e c r e t a r i a t on c o - o r d i n a t i o n of work 

between the S e c r e t a r i a t of ECLA and the S e c r e t a r i a t of the 

In t e r -Amer i can Economic and S o c i a l Counci l (E/CN.12/440). 

Mr. IRANETA (Organizat ion of American S t a t e s ) , speaking 

as Head of the D i v i s i o n of Economic Research of OAS, sa id 

tha t h i s Organ i za t i on g r e a t l y va lued i t s co -opera t i on w i th ECLA. 

Mr. BERMUDEZ ( i n t e r -Amer i c an Economic and S o c i a l Counc i l ) 

emphasized the g r ea t p rog ress tha t had been made in e s t a b l i s h i n g 

a f i r m e r and more r a t i o n a l c o - o r d i n a t i o n of work between ECLA 

and the In t e r -Amer i can Economic and S o c i a l Counc i l . 

Mr. GABRIEL MARTINEZ ( A r g e n t i n a ) , Mr. GAMBOA (Cuba) 

a n d Mr. HALES ( C h i l e ) congra tu la t ed the Sec r e t a r i a t s of ECLA 

and of the In t e r -Amer i can Economic and S o c i a l Counci l on the 

degree of c o - o r d i n a t i o n tha t had been achieved between the • 

two o r g a n i z a t i o n s . 

/The Committee 
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The Committee took note of the note prepared by the 

S e c r e t a r i a t on c o - o r d i n a t i o n w i th t h e I n t e r - A n e r i c a n Economic 

and S o c i a l Counci l (E/CN.12/440). 

PROGRAMME OF WORK AND ORDER OF PRIORITY FOR 1957/58 
(E/CN.12/445, 441 and A d d . l , 450, 442 and 443? Conference Room 
Paper N° 10) 

Mr» SANTA CRUZ ( S e c r e t a r y of the Committee) in t roduced 

the note prepared by the Execu t i v e S e c r e t a r y on the r e v i s i o n 

of the work programme t o ach ieve f u r t h e r c o - o r d i n a t i o n and 

c o n c e n t r a t i o n . The note had been prepared i n the l i g h t of the 

c o n s u l t a t i o n s he ld at Uni ted Nat ions Headquarters i n J anuary 

1957 between the Unde r -Sec r e t a r y f o r Economic and S o c i a l A f f a i r s 

and the e x e c u t i v e s e c r e t a r i e s o f • t h e th r ee r e g i o n a l economic 

commissions w i th a v i ew t o implement ing the recommendations 

of the Economic and S o c i a l Counci l ( r e s o l u t i o n 630 A . I , ( X X I I ) ) 

on the f u r t h e r c oncen t r a t i on and c o - o r d i n a t i o n of work. 

Mr. PREBISCH (Execu t i v e S e c r e t a r y ) sa id tha t i t had been 

found necessary t o e l i m i n a t e a c e r t a i n number ,of secondary 

p r o j e c t s t o enable the^ Commission t o concent ra te on the t r u l y 

important ones. The thorough economic s tud ies of i n d i v i d u a l 

c oun t r i e s which i n the past had absorbed a c ons ide rab l e pa r t 

of the Commission's r esources had been v e r y u s e f u l not only 

i n themse l ves , but a l s o i n tha t they had enabled the Commission 

t o accumulate the data and i n f o r m a t i o n w i th which i t could 

now u s e f u l l y examine gene ra l problems a f f e c t i n g the whole o f ' 

L a t i n Amer ica . Such i n d i v i d u a l country s tud ies would now'be 

/ c u r t a i l e d , and 
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c u r t a i l e d , and the Commission would concentrate on other matters , 

such as monetary and f i s c a l problems. He b e l i e v e d , however, that 

i n d i v i d u a l country studies would not be e n t i r e l y abandoned. The 

Commission was very f o r tunate in having the wholehearted and 

understanding co-operat ion of the Inter-American ECOSOC, and 

gra t i tude should a l so be expressed f o r the very valuable ass is tance 

r e ce i v ed from the Technical Assistance Adminis trat ion, the Pood 

and Agr i cu l ture Organizat ion, the Organizat ion of American S ta t es , 

the I n t e rna t i ona l Monetary Fund, and the General Agreement on 

T a r i f f s and Trade. 

Mr. BRAVO (Mexico) said that he looked upon a l l the 

a c t i v i t i e s of the Commission as an in t eg ra ted programme tending 

to one common goa l , namely,- the economic development of Lat in 

America. The Commission had three p r i n c i pa l tasks . The f i r s t and 

most important was to study the economic development of La t in 

America as a whole; the second was to study f o r e i g n t rade , because 

the economic development of Lat in America depended on i t s 

r e l a t i o n s with f o r e i g n economies; and the th i rd was t o examine 

a l l f a c t o r s pe r ta in ing to i n t e rna l development, such as 

adminis trat ion and management p o l i c y , programming, f i nanc ing , 

labour and manpower, raw mater ia l s , equipment, p r o d u c t i v i t y , 

domestic and f o r e i g n markets, and s t a t i s t i c a l s e r v i c e s . Further-

more, a l l studies had to be r e l a t ed to the area as a whole, to 

the reg ions , to i nd i v i dua l countr ies , and to s p e c i f i c a c t i v i t i e s ; 

however, the Commission should always keep i t s eyes f i x e d on 

the main goa l , namely, the economic development of Lat in America 

as a whole. In f a c t ECLA, in i t s work, pursued cons i s t en t l y 

/the goals 
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the goa ls and o b j e c t i v e s he had ou t l i n ed . 

While a balanced budget was h i gh l y d e s i r a b l e , budgetary 

cons ide ra t i on should not be al lowed t o hamper the a c t i v i t i e s of 

the Commission. The wises t course would be to l a y down the 

work programme and l eave i t s implementation to the S e c r e t a r i a t . ' 

The broad p i c tu re emerging from the s tudies ca r r i ed out by 

ECLA represented a fund of ideas and in fo rmat ion e s s e n t i a l f o r 

any func t i ona l approach to the economic development of La t in 

America, Furthermore, those s tudies had awakened i n t e r e s t in 

n a t i o n a l economic development. 

In conc lus ion , he suggested that ECLA should, t r y t o take 

advantage of the economic progress made in each country to 

s t imulate the economic progress of the -area as a whole, that 

there should be an increased exchange of na t i ona l and i n d i v i d u a l 

exper i ence in the development of var ious forms of economic 

a c t i v i t i e s , and that each p r o j e c t should be s p e c i f i c a l l y 

analysed t o ensure the best poss ib l e r e s u l t s . 

Mr. 0I5BERT ( B o l i v i a ) introduced a d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n , 

sponsored by the Argent ine , B o l i v i a n , B r a z i l i a n , Chi lean, 

Mexican and Uruguayan d e l e g a t i o n s , on the fu tu re programme of 

work of ECLA, r eques t ing the S e c r e t a r i a t to devote a t t e n t i o n 

to the s p e c i f i c problems r e l a t i n g 'to programming by sec tors and 

areas and t o the p r epara t i on , p r e s en ta t i on and eva lua t i on of 

i n d i v i d u a l p r o j e c t s , and to advise Governments which so requested 

on such mat te rs , 

Mr. RANDALL (United States of America) assoc ia t ed h imse l f 

with the remarks made by Mr„ Preb isch and said that the aim 

/of h is 
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of h i s d e l e g a t i o n was t o ensure that ECLA would not he o v e r -

burdened wi th work. The scope of the a c t i v i t i e s of the r e g i o n a l 

commissions and the s p e c i a l i z e d agenc ies was l i m i t e d by t h e i r 

terms of r e f e r e n c e and i t was the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of the members 

of the Commission, and not of the S e c r e t a r i a t , t o ensure that 

the volume of work was kept w i th in reasonab le bounds. 

In r ead ing the p rog r e ss r e p o r t by the Execut i v e S e c r e t a r y 

(E/CN.12/445), h i s d e l e g a t i o n had f e l t tha t the re was, perhaps , 

a lack of c l a r i t y concern ing the s t ruc ture of the United Nat ions 

and i t s s p e c i a l i z e d a g e n c i e s . There were , f o r example, numerous 

ins tances i n which the Commission or i n d i v i d u a l members had 

asked ECLA f o r s tud i e s or adv ice which should more p r o p e r l y have 

been reques ted of o ther United Nat ions b o d i e s . In. tha t connexion 

he po in t ed out that i t had not been the i n t e n t i o n t o g i v e the 

r e g i o n a l economic commissions any p r a c t i c a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s 

in the f i e l d of t e c h n i c a l a s s i s t a n c e . 

His d e l e g a t i o n had a l s o been d i s t r e s s e d t o note other 

i ns tances in which working p a r t i e s , i n d i v i d u a l Governments 

and committees of the Commission had c a l l e d upon the S e c r e t a r i a t 

t o undertake p r o j e c t s w i thout the p r i o r approva l of the 

Commission as a who le . In that connexion he po in t ed out tha t 

the S e c r e t a r i a t had a l r eady i n i t i a t e d s p e c i f i c s tud i es at the 

r eques t of the L a t i n American Meet ing of Exper ts on S t e e l 

Making and Trans fo rming Indust r i o s cm d of the B r a z i l i a n 

Government, w i thout p r i o r r e f e r e n c e t o the Commission. 

His d e l e g a t i o n had o f f e r e d an o u t l i n e .of c r i t e r i a which 

/ECLA might 
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ECLA might u s e f u l l y apply when cons ider ing requests f o r 

a ss i s t ance (Conference Room Paper No. 19) and i t would in t roduce 

a d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n which was i n accordance wi th r e s o l u t i o n 557 

of the Economic and S o c i a l Counci l and was designed to ensure that 

' the cost of any new p r o j e c t was taken i n t o c ons i d e ra t i on . 

Mr. OLIVEIRA CAMPOS ( B r a z i l ) r e g r e t t e d that he was unable 

t o agree w i th the United S ta tes r e p r e s e n t a t i v e . Technica l 

ass i s tance was not an abs t rac t concept but the na tura l outgrowth 

of economic research and i n v e s t i g a t i o n . Furthermore, there were 

two. kinds of t e c h n i c a l a s s i s t ance , that might be c a l l e d independent 

ass i s t ance and consequent ia l a s s i s t a n c e . 

To say tha t ECLA was unable t o render t e c h n i c a l ass i s tance 

and adv ice was u n r e a l i s t i c . The bodies which were, charged 

with that r e s p o n s i b i l i t y o f t en had no knowledge of p a r t i c u l a r 

needs and even i f tha t was not the case were not f a m i l i a r 

enough wi th the background of the p a r t i c u l a r problems. For the 

same reason there would be no sense i n r e f e r r i n g a l l requests 

f o r adv ice t o United Nat ions Headquarters . Indeed, i f ECLA were 

not t o be a l lowed to g i v e that type of d e r i v ed t e c h n i c a l ass i s tance 

i t s work would be reduced to the abs t rac t and t o academic s t u d i e s . 

The ins tance i n v o l v i n g the B r a z i l i a n Government to which 

the United S ta t es r e p r e s e n t a t i v e had r e f e r r e d was c l e a r l y a 

case of consequent ia l t e c h n i c a l ass i s tance and was undertaken under 

the r e s o l u t i o n adopted by the Commission. Furthermore, i t had 

not imp l i ed any ser ious ex t ra expend i tu r e . 

/Ho understood 
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He understood the need f o r the c lo3e c o - o rd ina t i on of 

var ious p r o j e c t s and f o r caut ion in working out ECLA's programme 

of work. That, however, should not lead t o an i n f l e x i b l e 

a t t i t u d e of mind which would have the e f f e c t of d e s t r oy ing 

ECLA's dynamic, 

Mr. GABRIEL MARTINEZ (A rgen t ina ) and Mr. MONDRAGON 

(Honduras) f u l l y supported the remarks made by the B r a z i l i a n 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e . 

Mr. RANDALL (United S ta tes of America)assured the 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s that he was not c r i t i c i z i n g ECLA. He was concerned, 

however, about the apparent wish of the m a j o r i t y to transform 

the Commission i n t o an ope ra t i ona l agency. 

He f u l l y r e a l i z e d that the man on the spot vou ld have the 

best understanding of the l o c a l problems, but i t should be borne 

iri mind that the ana lys t was not always the best e x e c u t i v e . 

I f the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s were r e a l l y se r i ous in t h e i r d e s i r e 

that ECLA should undertake a c t i v e ope ra t i ons , i t would be necessary 

to apply t o the United Nat ions f o r a change i n i t s terms of 

r e f e r e n c e . 

Mr. PREBISCH (Execut i ve S e c r e t a r y ) said that the United 

S ta tes r e p r e s e n t a t i v e had r a i s ed two p o i n t s ; the f i r s t concerned 

the o r gan i za t i on o f . t e c h n i c a l ass i s tance in La t in America and 

ECLA's par t in i t , wh i l e the second r e l a t e d to ECLA's r o l e in 

the automotive indus t ry undertaken at Sao Pau lo . 

In regard to the f i r s t , he po inted out that the United 

Nat ions had t r a n s f e r r e d a TAA un i t t o Sant iago which, whi l e 

v / i t n a t u r a l l y 
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i t n a t u r a l l y maintained c l o s e r e l a t i o n s with the S e c r e t a r i a t of 

ECLA and had the b e n e f i t of i t s e x p e r i e n c e , was comp l e t e l y 

independent of i t . The TAA r e g i o n a l o f f i c e r e c e i v e d no 

i n s t r u c t i o n s from ECLA but on l y i n f o rma t i on and op in i ons . 

Furthermore , no Government addressed r eques t s f o r t e c h n i c a l 

a s s i s t a n c e t o ECLA and i f one were r e c e i v e d i t would be t r a n s f e r r e d 

t o .TAA»- - That s tage of t h i n g s was, to. h.i.s mind, - e n t i r e l y correct . , 

f o r i t -would- -bo s ense l e s s t o have .TAA and not make use of i t » -

There-was"a v e r y c l e a r d i v i s i o n of d u t i e s between the two 

agcncies- and ECLA mere ly a idod the TAA r e g i o n a l ' o f f i c e , n o f 

i n d i v i d u a l Governments. To do o therw ise would e n t a i l tho use 

of ECLA r e sou r c e s . 

In regard t o the second p o i n t , ECLA could not g i v e t e c h n i c a l 

a s s i s t ance wi th r e spec t t o the s tudy on the automot ive i ndus t r y 

because i t was w i thout knowledge of the mat tor . The t rue p o s i t i o n 

was tha t the B r a z i l i a n Government was k i n d l y o f f e r i n g members of 

the S e c r e t a r i a t an oppo r tun i t y t o study a new and important 

f i o l d . ECLA had accepted the o f f e r and f e l t e n t i r e l y j u s t i f i e d 

in doing so, because s e v e r a l Governments in L a t i n America c l e a r l y 

p laced g r ea t va lue on the study of deve lopments in the automot ive 

i n d u s t r y . In h i s op in ion the S e c r e t a r i a t would be f a i l i n g in 

i t s duty i f i t d id net s e i z e eve ry oppo r tun i t y t o accumulate 

u s e f u l i n f o r m a t i o n . Mere academic s tud i e s would be of l i t t l e 

va lue t o the Commission. A f u r t h e r p o i n t , worthy of ment ion, 

was the f a c t tha t the undertaking would not i n v o l v e ECLA in 

any s e r i ous expend i tu r e , because the B r a z i l i a n Government was 

bear ing a g r ea t part of the cost of the p r o j e c t . Furthermore, 

/the automot ive 
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the automot ive indus t ry was ®ne of g r e a t importance in 

connexion w i th the study r ega rd i r g the establ ishment of a 

common market . The study had been recommended by the Meet ing 

of Exper ts on I ron and S t e e l Transforming I n d u s t r i e s he ld in 

Sa« Paulo under r e s o l u t i o n s 57 (V ) and 96 ( V I ) . The S e c r e t a r i a t 

o f ECLA i n t e r p r e t e d tha t r e s o l u t i o n and recommendations o f the 

Sat Paulo meet ings as a u t h o r i z i n g a f o l l o w - u p s tudy . 

Should the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s d i s a g r e e w i th h i s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n 

of the s i t u a t i o n , they had only t o submit new i n s t r u c t i o n s and 

the S e c r e t a r i a t , as a lways , would f o l l o w them f a i t h f u l l y . 

A f t e r an exchange of v i e w s , the Committee agreed t o s e t 

up a working p a r t y , made up o f the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of A r g en t i na , 

B o l i v i a , B r a z i l , C h i l e , Ecuador, France , Mex ico , the United 

Kingdom, the United S t a t e s of America and Uruguay, t o study the 

two d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n s on the f u t u r e programme of work. 

The meet ing rose a t 5.55 p.m. 


