





0970

E/Cc1.12/97
Page 3

Centrasting with the exwberant natural weaelth which
surrounds uc, the Latin Amorican peoples generally live in
poocr conditicas and, in come cesos, in a primitive state.
Our nourichment is inadoquate and insuflicient. We suffer
from extraordinary shortness in the midst of so much
ebundance, Our pecples advance with extraordinary difficulties
and slowness in a world which is charscterized by the speed
of progress.,

Which are the cavses that hold Latin America back in
this absurd eituation of poverty in the midet of so much
wealth? VWhy our peoples have not improved and progressed
with the rhythm of the universal econcmlc improvement
giving impulee to {the economic end social. development of
Latin fmerice in order to disentanglo the Gordian knots of
our insuperable difficulties which hold in stagnation the
stimulus for the deveiopment of the soll and our industries?
Eow can wo put in immediate circulation the means of our
unexploited wealth which nature so generously has granted us?

Thece are tho quections to which we are trying to find
an adequate angwer in this II Meeting of the Economic
Commiscion for Latin America, morve popularly lmown by its
initiale as ICLA,

We do not pretend to poscsecs the magic formula which
uway at once answer those ferious and fundamental questions,
But we do pretend not to depart from this meeting in Havana,
to vhich zo many studlous and compotent economiets are
agsieting, without heving made socme real advanco in the
comon solution of cur common problems,

Therc 1s no doubt that in focussing these economic

problems for Latin America we are going to heor in this

/conference
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Conferen;e .'éﬁe most different and even the most contrelictory
theories and critoria or opinions. But the divercity of
opi.nioné s n oh&;racteristic of all democyatic systoms and
even conctitutes the essentlel base of human progress, It

is only natural that in any feev or act of men there exist
different points of view, and that in order 4o find a solution

to eny such probloms different measures may be proposed. It

must be also recognized that though the economic problems

of Latin Americe offer in & general way ccmmen traits which
aro also comuon to all ke countries of our Southern regions,
there sre, nevertheless, special problems which are determined
by our geography, our demsity of population, the degree of
econcnic develoyment, end by the proper characters of each
of the countries which now are teking part in this Meetlng.
But no matter vhat our opinions may bo sbout the
deternined problems relatod to the pecullar cheractor of
the American corntries vwhich we reprevent in this Conference,
there ere rome general ideas about vhich I am sure there can
be no difference of opinion, end which we all can feel
certain will form an uwnanimous criterion of the Conference.
The econcmlc worldé which we pramots 1s not substantially
different fron the phyeical world iIn vhich we live, since
matters of economy are the ores that Torm part of our own
lives, And in the physical world, Just in the meacure in which
we have been alvancing in the progress of scienc:,e , vo have had
t0 rectify concepta vwhich forrerly ro one would have dared to
dizscuss, but that today, in the Lipht of the navw knowledge
vhich men poscesces, we now know thnt thoy were totally
erroneous. And, thus, the men of ancient times, 1n reality
the man of not too meny years ago, believed that the cun and

all the stars in the firmcment revolved around the Farth

fend that thie
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and that this Earth wes, in fact, the center,

It was very hard to convince him to the right ides, vhen
hig own primitive senges were hardly capable of perceiving
this phencmonon of the apparent daily rotation of the whole
Unliverse arovnd an earth where one does not feel its
novements,

But medern man xnews now that he can decelve himself
by accepting the 0ld phencmena and that it 1ls necessary
to pry and penetrate into these same facts In order to
arrive at the knowledge of truth.

Today modern man knows thet he inhabits a mere planet,
certainly very modest, and encased in a solar system of
which many other similar planets form a part; come are even
larger in size and older in years; a solar system vhich,
in turn, i1s only'a emall link in the gearing of a gigantic
and infinite sideral system.

History 1s full of examples of nations which, having
reached an extraordinary matorial growth, heve fallen into
the hallucination of a mirage, and, believing thenmselves
the center of the world, have pretended to submilt other
lands, ordenating them as secondary satellites in the orbit
of their political, soclal, and econcmic ambitions, History
has shown us that such ildeas invariably and implacably have
only served to bring those nations to thelr own destruction.

Fortunately these ideas are contrary to the school of
thought of the Western Hemisrhere, In our Contlinent there
is not a eingle nation which pretends to dominate the others
in the political, econcmic, and soclal order. Amongst us,
cn tho contrery, the theory of the Good Neighbor, which

/establishes
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establishes cooperation and mutual aid between all the
American countries, now reigns, and we are all convinced
that there can be no peace or rest, or health or prosperity,
nor progress or wealth permanently, as long as we all do

not teke part in the fact that we are obliged to live togethe
In the same geographical sector,

Therefore, our America adJustiné iteelf to the reality
of the physical world in which we live, offers itself to the
reet of the world as a beautiful and brothorly solar system
in which each country, be it big or small, has obtained for
itself a place in the sun, and rotates within its own orbit
rendering its contribution to our collective progress,
moving in a coordinated manner as the plenets do, avoiding
collisicns and interferences, and being governed by the
univorsal gravity of Internaticnal friendship; and all
revolving around the common inspiration of the righte
of all, socisl Justice, liberty and'democracy; all ideals
which are the unique and true sun around which may all the

Anmerican countiles evolve.



