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Study on Immigration. 

Note by the Executive Secretary. 

1% The Economic Commission for  Latin America, at i t s 

F i r s t Session at Santiago, Chile, in June 194S, approved 
a re so lu t ion requesting the Executive Secretary: 

"in preparing the Economic Survey of  Latin America, 

to pay spec ia l a t tent ion to the immigration problem 

in a l l i t s aspects , par t i cu lar ly i t s economic 

aspec t s . The foregoing  should be done in 

co l laborat ion and coordination with the competent 

in ternat iona l organizations concerned with t h i s 

problem, in part icu lar the Internat ional Refugee 

Organization." 

2 # Taking t h i s re so lu t ion into account, the Executive 

Secretary, in preparing the Economic Survey of  Latin 

America, presented to the Second Sess ion, included under 

Chapter V "Population", a s e c t i o n on immigration» The 

Secre tar ia t made use of  the scanty and incomplete information 

ava i lab le in preparing t h i s s e c t i o n . 

3 . In order to comply f u l l y  with the re so lu t ion approved 

at the F i r s t Sess ion, the Executive Secretary thought i t 

e s s e n t i a l to make a complete study of  the problem from  the 
i * ,•' 

point of  view of  the economic development of  Latin America,. „ 

To that end, he es tab l i shed contact , in Karch l a s t , with 
*« • » 

, the United Nations Department of  Social Affairs,  in order 

?to obtain < 
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Commission has been in 

to obtain the co l laborat ion of  the Department's Migration 

Sect ion, I t was agreed at that time that , in order to 

obtain a comprehensive study of  the problem of  immigration 

in Latin America, the competent s erv i ce s of  the United 

Nations ( S t a t i s t i c a l Office  and Population Divis ion) 

should be consulted. 

The Executive Secretary of  th 

consul tat ion with the Director-General of  the Inter-American 

Economic and Social Council regarding the ECLA study on 

immigration and i t i s understood that t h i s study w i l l not 

dupl icate in any way the Inter-American Economic and Social 

Council report made in response to a reso lut ion adopted by 

the Ninth Internat ional Conference  of  American States at 

Bogota concerning the a d v i s a b i l i t y of  e s tab l i sh ing an 

Inter-American I n s t i t u t e of  Immigration. 

4, The negot ia t ions i n i t i a t e d in March took shape before 

the opening of  the present Session and the Migration 

Section has begun i n i t i a l work on the study. I t has 

prepared a questionnaire for  the necessary data, with the 

cooperation of  the United Nations S t a t i s t i c a l Office  and 

Population Divis ion and the fol lowing  spec ia l i z ed agencies: 

Internat ional Labor Office,  Food and Agriculture 

Organization, World Health Organization, Internat ional 

Bank for  Reconstruction and Development^ Internat ional 

Refugee  Organization and United Nations Educational, 

S c i e n t i f i c  and Cultural Organization. Arrangements for 

the cooperation of  these serv ices and organizations were 

made at the f i r s t  meeting of  the Technical Working Group 

on Migration, which operates under Ithe authority of  the 

/Administrative 
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Administrative Committee on Coordination that met at Lake 

Success in March 1949* Both the Technical Working Group 

and the Administrative Committee on Coordination took note 

of  the above-mentioned inquiry and referred  to i t in t h e i r 

f i n a l  reports . The preparatory work on the questionnaire 

i s now completed. The questionnaires w i l l be sent short ly 

to member Governments in order that they may supply the 

e s s e n t i a l information* 

5, In submitting t h i s note, the Executive. Secretary hopes, 

that Governments w i l l supply the information  at t h e i r 

d i sposa l within the shortes t poss ib le time, so that the'"; 

t echnica l experts ins tructed to prepare the study, of  . 

such fundamental  importance for  Latin America, may accomplish 
• ' <"  '

 1 -V 

i t in due course, • * 

Havana, 6 June 1949. 


