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Part Cne
SUMMARY OF DECISIONS AND RECCMMENDATIONS

Agerda Item 6 - Implementation of the work programme
of the CDOC: 1987-1988 =

Co—cperation in information

1. The Comittee welcomed a proposal by the delegation of the Netherlands
Antilles to host a regional seminar on patent information and the transfer of
technology at the recently established International Trade Center in Curacao.

2. It was agreed that greater use shall be made of the National Focal
Points in ensuring that the Curent Awareness Bulletin was widely

3. The Conmittee noted that activities of the secretariat in 1989 would be
concentrated on the marketing of the informatjon resources and services which
had been developed and the strengthening of the region's capacity to use new
information technologies.

Statistical Data Bank and related services

4. The Comittee noted, with regard to the Economic Survey of Iatin America
and the Caribbean, that the format for action on the English-speaking
Caribbean countries had been modified and that survey activities had been
divided into the preparation of an evaluation of econamic performance over a
10-year period, which waild be prepared annually and focus each year on a
subject of special interest, and the drafting of a shorter-term murvey of
general econcmic performance, which would be produced biarmmally.

5. With regard to the question of the future of CDCOC/ILPES co-operaticn in
the absence of an officer in the corresponding post, it was noted that
autherity was being sought to fill the post, possibly with a Caribbean
expert.

Science and technology

6. The Committee agreed that the secretariat should organize a series of
national consultations aimed at creating an awareness of the importance of
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science and techrnology, disseminating information on that field and assisting
in the process of building institutions whose activities centred around it.

7. The Cammittee supported a mmber of projects including the project on
animal feed and food production, the cowening of a meeting of
representatives of agercies working in the field of science and technology
to propose a draft programme and the conducting of TCDC programmes and
regicnal seminars on biotechnology. It also noted that several projects had
not been implemented and had had to be carried over into the 1889-1990 work
progremme since the officer respansible for science and technology had also
been entrusted with the performance of other functions in the secretariat.
The representative of Trinidad and Tobago reaffirmed his country's support
of the establishment of a permanent secretariat for OCST and the re-
establishment of the P-5 post for its head.

8. It was recamended that current administrative arrangements for
servicing OCST should remain in place since any new arrangements would add to
the financial burden of member States, scme of which were still delinguent in
payment of their dues to OCST.

Agricultural sector

9. The Comittee agreed that activities in the agricultural sector should
be limited to the pramotion of TCDC and to action taken in conjunction with
relevant agencies, with particular emphasis laid on those aspects of
agricultural development which served to foster overall social and ecorxmic
development.

Lancuage barri

10. The Committee noted that there was a possibility of applying the useful
exercise of crecle discourse to other French crecle-speaking countries of the
Caribbean ard of adding subjects such as agriculture, health, political
science and sociology, to those already covered.

11. Reservations were expressed as to the juxtaposition of the oral
history/oral traditions project and the museum development project. It was
noted that UWI was already executing programmes related to oral history while
the CARI(IM secretariat had a mandate to implement the museum development
project. Accordingly it was recamended that the CDCC secretariat should
cease activities in those two areas of the work programme of the social
sector.

Intecgation of women in development
12, Itwasa;reedtratcamterpartreseardtexpertiseshaxldbedevelopedin

the Netherlands Antilles so that the nature of products passing through the
Netherlands Antilles through informal trade chamnels could be studied.
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13. The Committee expressed special interest in the secretariat's proposal to
inmvolve itself in the production of baseline data on export-oriented
industries and the role of women in them.

Demography

14. The Committee noted that the activities to be contimued through the next
period included training in theory and methods of econmmic-demographic
analysis and population policy implementation, establishment of population
units and national population councils, the carrying out of an integrated
research study on population and develcpment, the establishment of the Socio-
demographic Data Bank and Population Information System, the preparation of
intercensus and post-census estimates for Caribbean countries; the retrieval
of data for small areas by microcamputer (REDATAM), the im—depth analysis of
censuses, the preparation of population projections and the publication of
the Digest of socio-demographic statistics for Caribbean countries.

15. The Comnittee expressed support for the programme in demography and
urged the secretariat to continue its significant and important work in the
field of population.

International trade arnd finance

16. The Comittee expressed support for countertrade since its use could
circumvent problems relating to foreign exchange and promcte regional trade.
It was suggested that the secretariat should encourage member countries to
enact legislation which would facilitate countertrade in the region.

17. The secretariat was asked to provide information on the impact of recent
trends in international trade and to outline the possibilities for expanding
such trade.

Natural rescurces

18. The secretariat was urged to accept responsibility for monitoring the
situation in the following three areas: the GAmping of toxic waste in the
Caribbean; the development in a CDCC member State of a muclear facility for
the generation of electricity and the establishment of a link between the
envirorment and pablic heaith.

19. Concern was expressed about the problems of deforestation in the region.
It was agreed that the secretariat should seek the assistance of FAO in that

connection particularly with respect to Haiti.

20. The Committee expressed the need for greater inter-agency co—operation
in respect of the natural resources work programme of the secretariat, ard
in particular among UNEP in Jamaica, the UNEP Office in Mexico and IMD in
order to optimize the use of rescurces.
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Other activities of the secretariat

21, It was agreed that the secretariat should recuest countries with centres
of excellence to assist CDOC by providing expertise and training to other
member courtries in areas for which the latter were unable to mobilize
rescurces from donor agencies.

22. The Committee noted that two additional areas would be added to the work
programme. First, a closer look would be taken at the use of marine
resources, in collaboration with the Secretariat of the International
Sea-Bed Authority and with Canadian organizations. The secord area of
interest concerned the possibility of closer collaboration with organizations
in metropolitan countries in locking more closely at the Caribbean diaspora.
The secretariat was asked to review the potential for linkages with other
institutions irmolved in work being done on the Caribbean and to devise ways
of utilizing the technical expertise of nationals abroad by means of the
transfer of knowledge through expatriate nationals (TOKIEN).

23. The Comnittee expressed gratification at the work done by its
secretariat in furthering OECS integration. It suggested, however, that since
not enough information concerning the availability of TCIC was being
disseminated to member countries, the Current Awareness Bulletins might well
contain a section providing a list of TCDC assistance available in the
Caribbean.

24. The Committee agreed that its secretariat could play an important role
in developing latin American/Caribbean relations, and attention was drawn to
the fact that UNCTAD was in a position to help in pramoting progress in that
comection. UNCTAD had a programme for expanding trade through the use of an
information system on trade barriers affecting products. That programme could
be viewed as a useful starting point in identifying trade relations in the
Caribbean and Iatin America. UNCTAD's work also related to the glcbal system
of trade preferences, which inwvolved negotiation of trade concessions between
comtries in the developing world. That could provide ancther take-off point
for identifying possibilities for negotiation of trade concessions between
the Caribbean and Latin America.

25. Note was taken of the fact that the secretariat was still searching for
ways of meeting country requivements for TCDC without placing a burden on the
requesting States. It was cbserved that a focal point existed in each
cauntry for the dissemination of TCDC information but that delays still
existed in the response made by governments to requests., Menber countries
were accordingly urged to accelerate their responses concerning their needs
and the cantributions they were prepared to make.

Agenda Item 7 - Programme of action in support of
small island developing countries (Resolution No, 18(IX)

26. The secretariat was wrged to request assistance fram UNCTAD in locating
soarces of contributions to the Common Fund for use in respect of small
islamd countries, in developing statistical data for use in documenting the
contrilation of services to the economies of those countries and in advising
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such countries particularly during muiltinational trade or commodity trade
negotiations, It was also recamended that the Secretary-General shauld be
advised to establish a special United Nations inter-agency unit to
co-ordinate the programmes of the varicus bodies dealing with the special
prcblems of small island developing countries.

27. The importance of the regional commissions in this area was acknowledged
by the provision made for the holding of a special meeting of the General
Assembly for representatives of island developing countries, of which they
could present their national and regional priorities to the various
specialized agercies. It was suggested that the document presented at the
current session of DOC should be sent ¢o that meeting with the
recammendation that CDCC should became the focal point for the implementation
of action.

LY

Agerda Item 8 - Action taken on CDCC resolutions and those
of ECIAC arxl other United Nations bodies with

implications for CDCC

28. It was noted that action was being taken on the resclutions considered
under this agenda item, and it was agreed that the Committee would deal with
resolution 41/211 vwhich affected the mmber of posts in the United Nations
system, and resolutions 42/413 and 42/447 under agenda item 10.

Agenda Ttem 9 - Work programme of the CDCC
for the secord period of the 1988-1989 biennium

29. In cpeniryg its discussions wxier agenda item 6, the Committee had agreed
that agenda item 9 should be treated jointly with item 6. It has also been
noted that those activities which had been postponed had been rescheduled for

the following year.

Agenda Ttem 10 - Role and functioning of the CDCC

30. It was agreed that, since CDCC was in essence a governmental committee
which had the responsibility of resolving any problems relating to
crganization it perceived, it would be appropriate for its members to adopt a
resolution based on the opening statement by the Minister of External Affairs
of Trinidad and Tobage speaking in his capacity as chairman of the CARIOM
Starding Committee of Foreign Ministers.

31. It was further agreed that a conscious effort should be made to restore
the vigour of CDXC ard infuse it with a renewed sense of purpoee, its primary
role being co-ordination and co-operation. There was thus a need to reduce
the scope of the existing programme since the secretariat had neither the
in-house capability nor the resources to cover a broad range of activities,
and alsc ran the risk of duplicating the efforts of other institutions.
Moasures were needed to ensure that the necessary changes woald be
implemented.
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Agenda Ttem 1] - Work programme of the ECIAC i
for the Caribbean for the 1990-1991 biermium as presented

to the United Nations General Assembly

32. The Committee tock nocte of the work programme for the 19%0-1991
biennium, the mediumterm plan (1990-1995) and the comments of the
secretariat regarding the contimuation of activities in various fields for
which no substantive officer was at present in post. Since the secretariat
did not possess the capability of performing highly technical work in scme
areas and in view of the severe staff constraints it was experiencing, such
work would better be performed by the relevant specialized agencies.

Agenda Ttem 12 - United Nations medium-term plan (1990-1995)

33. The presentation of this item by the secretariat was noted arng
particular attention was given to the possibility of flexibility in its
implementation,

Agenda Ttem 13 - Other business

34. The representatives of Haiti and the Daminican Republic recognized the
importance of the secretariat's activities in promoting economic co-operation
among developing countries and submitted a resolution in which CDOC resolved
to give particular attention to technical co—operation between the Dominican
Republic and Haiti, on the one hand, and the remaining countries menbers of
CDCC on the other. In the resolution, CDOC also resolved to co-ordinate its
activities with the relevant bodies with a view to supporting certain
priority socioeconomic projects in the Dominican Republic and Haiti and
requested its member countries to support the Dominican Republic and Haiti in
their efforts to join the ACP graup. :

35. The Committee agreed that at its twelfth session the technical meeting
should deal with all matters relating to the execution of the work programme
and the report emanating fram that meeting should be approved at the
ministerial level, on the understanding that the Ministers would, however,
still be free to deal with other questions of interest to them, such as the
problem of the impact of the econamic crisis on the social and eccnomic
development of Caribbean countries. To that emd the secretariat should
prepare a working doament on which the ministerial debate could be based.

Agenda Ttem 14 - Place and date for CDOC XII

36. The Cammittee noted with gratitude the offer of the Netherlands Amtilles
to host its twelfth session in CQuragao in 1989, The secretariat was
requested to enter into consultations with the respective govermments with a
view to setting the date of the session, bearing in mind the crowded schedule
of meetings faced by member goverrments.
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Item 15 ~ Consideration and adoption of the report
37. In adopting its report, the Comittee agreed that the secretariat should

be responsible for campleting the final draft and dispatching it to member
countries for response within 30 days.




Part Two

ORGANIZATION OF THE SESSICN
bt

38. The elevernth session of the Caribbean Develcpment and Co—operation
Camittee (CDCC) at the technical level, was held in Christiansted, st.
Croix, United States Virgin Islands on 18 and 19 November 1988, and at the
ministerial level, on 21 and 22 November 1988.

Attendance */

39. Representatives of the following countries members of the Committee
attended the session: Antigua and Barbuda, Bahamas, Barbados, Qiba, the
Deminican Republic, Haiti, Jamaica, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Imcia, and
Trinidad and Tobago. Representatives of Aruba, the British Virgin Islands,
the Netherlands antilles and the United States Virgin Islands attended as
associate members. Observers were present fram Anguilla and the Turks and
Caicos Islands.

40. The session was attended by representatives of the United Nations
Department for Special ©Political OQuestions, Regional Co—operation,
Decolonization ard Trusteeship and the United Nations Conference on Trade and
Development (UNCTAD).

41. The following United Nations specialized agencies were represented:
International Iabour Organisation (II0), United Nations Educational
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), International
Telecomemication Union (ITU), International Maritime Organization (MO} and
United Nations Industrial Development COrganization (UNIDO).

42, The meeting was also attended by representatives of the following
i organizations: Caribbean Commmnity (CARIOM) Secretariat
and Organization of Eastern Carihbbean States {(OECS).

*/ See ammex I.
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2genda Ttem 1 - Opening of the meeting

43. Opening statements were made by Mr. Sahadeo Basdeo, Minister of External
Affairs and International Trade of Trinidad and Tobago;*/ Ms. Maria
Liberia-Peters, Prime Minister of the Netherlands Antilles; Mr. Alexarder
Farrelly, Governor of the United States Virgin Islands,**/ and the Executive
Secretary of the Economic Commission for Iatin America and the Caribbean
(ECIAC) .

Acenda Ttem 2 - Election of Officers

44. The following officers were elected by consensus at the meating of the
1Heads of Delegation held prior to the opening of the session:

,

Chairman: United States

Virgin Islands Carlyle Corbin
First Vice—Chajrman: Saint Iuncia Charles Flemming
Second Vice—Chairman: Netherlards Antilles Iucita Moenir-Alam
Rapporteur: Jamaica Cordell Wilson

45. As is the established practice, the officers of the part of the session
held at ministerial level were representatives of the same countries as the
officers of the session at technical level as follows:

Chairman: United States

Virgin Islands Alexander Farrelly
First Vice~Chairman: Saint Lucia Charles Flemmuing
Second V. H Netherlands Antilles Maria Liberia-Peters
Rapporteur: Jamaica Cordell Wilson

Acenda Ttem 5 - Admission of Aruba

46. The Chairman welcomed the participants to the eleventh session of CIXC
and invited the delegation of Aruba to take its place as an associate
member.

47. The representative of Aruba ocutlined scme of the policies which had
quided his goverrment and assisted in the process of adjustment in the recent
past. Describing Aruba's damestic policies as goal-oriented, he irdicated
that its participation in CDCC would likewise be goal-oriented. His country
was pursuing Caribbean contacts because of the importance of regional
linkages for its develooment. He noted that since tourism and foreign
imvestmert were matters of interest to all Carribean courtries, the region
could not afford to follow policies which would brand it as a hJ.gh—nskaIaa
At the same time there was need to diversify the ecorxmies of the region by
supporting the programme for small island countries, although care would need

*/ See ammex II.
X%/ See ammex III.
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to be taken to ensure that it did not lose its focus. In closing his
statement he laid stress on the universality of CDCC, which he asserted was a
manifestation of its strencth.

48. A statement welcoming Aruba to membership was delivered by the
representatives of Trinidad and Tobago, who spoke on behalf of all the
CARIOM camtries, the Netherlands Antilles and the British Virgin Islands.

Agerda Ttem 3 - Addresses

. The representative of Haiti traced recent political developments in his
country, noting in particular the establishment of an electoral college which
had been charged with the organization of elections. He stressed that Haiti
considered integration and co-operation to be suitable mechanisms for
econamic recovery and had accordingly taken initiatives to increase contacts
with international bodies and institutions. The best kind of co-operation
would, however, be between cauntries of the region having mutual respect for
each other. Haiti, had therefore supported CDOC from its inception, hosting
1tseigtrl:hsessimin1984 He referred to the closer links which were being
forged with the Daminican Republic and the joint efforts being made by the
two countries to participate in the Lomé Convention alorng with cother ACP
comtries with whom they shared comon cultural origins, developmental
problems and aspirations for develcopment. In that connection support from
CDCC members particularly those which were included in the ACP group, was
requested as a gesture of goodwill towards Haiti and a reflection of their
desire to support the Haitian econcomy.

50. The representative of Cuba noted the cantimuing econamic difficulties
being faced by the region, drawing attenmtion in particular to its economic
vulnerability, declining terms of trade arxd depreciating currencies and to
the widespread suffering caused by military and econamic aggression from
external sources in an attempt to create divisions among the Carikbean
cauntries. He strongly felt that action within the CDCC should benefit all
its members ard that closer ties should be forged with CEIADE, SEIA arnd
CARIOM. Thus, the secretariat would need to be more flexible in its approach
and get away fram bureaucracy. In reaffirming his comtry's will to
co-cperate within the region, he said solidarity was the greatest defense
available to the Caribbean countries and the only means by which its problems
could be resolved.

51. The representative of IM0 outlined the functions of his organization,
drawing attention in particular to the assistance which it could provide in
areas such as maritime safety and the prevention and contrel of marine
pollution., The latter was considered to be of special importance to CDCC
cauntries, most of which were dependent on tourism, whose success depended to
a great extent on clean beaches.
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Acgenda Ttem 4 - Adoption of the Acenda
ard organization of work */

52. The agenda adopted for the eleventh session of CDCC was as”follows:

Opening of the meeting

Election of Officers

Aldresses

Adcption of agenda and organization of work

Mmnission of Aruba

Implementation of the work programme of the CDOC: 1987-1988

A programme of action in support of =mall island developing

cauntries (Resolution No. 18(IX))

Action taken on CDCC resolutions and those of ECIAC and other

United Nations bodies with implications for COCC

9. Work programme of the CDOC for the second period of the 1988-1989
biennium.

10. Role ard functioning of CDCC.

11. Work programme of the ECIAC subregicnal headgquarters for the
Caribbean for the 1990-1991 biennium as presented to the United
Nations General Assembly.

12. United Nations medium-term plan (1990-1985).

13. Other business

14. Place and date for CDOC XII

15. Consideration and adoption of the report.

e B QRS B S

[+

Agenda Ttem 15 - Consideration and adoption of the report

53. The Committee considered and adopted the report contained in Part Three
of this document and the resolutions contained in Part Four. It was agreed
that the secretariat would be responsible for finalizing the report amxd
forwarding it to member countries for their response within 30 days.

ySeethelistofdoamentsoaitainedinammexIVtothismport.




Part Three

SUMMARY OF PROCEEDINGS

.

Agenda Ttem 6 — Ymplementatjon of the work programme
of the CDOC: 1987-1988

54. In presenting the work programme of CDOC the Director of the ECIAC
Subregicnal Headmuarters for the Caribbean reported on the progress made in
its implementation. He drew the attention of the participants to the document
entitled "Implemerntation of the work programme of the Caribbean Develcpment
ard Co-operation Committee (CDCC) 1987-1988" (IC/CAR/G.257) notirg that it
was essentially a report on work accomplished between October 1987 and
October 1988. The Director noted that although the work programme was
couched in sectoral terms, a multi-sectoral and interdisciplinary approach
was being taken in comnection with its implementation. He drew attention in
particular to the various TCDC activities of the secretariat.

55. Specific activities performed by the secretariat in such areas as the
following were outlined: information and doc.mmrtatlm, statistics; econamic
surveys and analysis; projects data banks; science and technology; the
remwal of language barriers; co-ordination in plamning; agriculture; the
social sector, including the integration of women in development;
international trade and finance; demography and natural resources.

cal tion Caribbean countries

56. The wark programme of the Caribbean Documentation Centre (CDC) was

. The Centre not only provided information support to the
secretariat in the implementation of its work programme but had worked
consistently towards the development in the region of an effective an-line
camputerized network for the storage and retrieval of information in several
areas relating to social and econmic development. The secretariat hoped to
expand those services by placing the existing statistical data bank and
other data bases cn-line also.

57. The progress made by the Patent Information and Documentation Unit was
highlighted and the contribution made to its work by the (DOC member
Govermments, the Internmational Development Research Centre (IIRC), the
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canadlanPatMOfflceaIﬂWIPOwasachmledged MberStateswereuxged
to promote greater participation by appropriate national institutions in the
patent information and documentation programme since it could contribute
significantly to their development and in particular to their industrial
development and to an increase in the application of science and technoloqy.
They were also requested to ensure that copies of patents granted by them
were sent to the secretariat so that the Caribbean patents data base could be
kept fully up to date ad the patents could be microfilmed for inclusion in
it.

58. The representative of the Netherlands Amtilles expressed support for the
information programme and drew attention to several institutional mechanisms
which had recently been put in place to establish linkages to information
sources, especially in the areas of trade and transport. The secretariat
welcamed a proposal by this delegation expressing ¢he wish of the
Netherlands Antilles to host a regional seminar on patent information and the
transfer of technology at the recently established International Trade Center
in Curacao.

59. The secretariat urged member countries to make fuller use of the printed
cutputs and the valuable on-line data bases stored on ECIAC's computer. In
that commection he drew attention in particular to the availability of
information fram IABORDOC, the data base of the IIO Library in Geneva. The
representative of IIO expressed satisfaction that co-operation between ECLAC
and IIO had borne such palpable results. He emphasized the importance of the
IIO data base in that it contained information which related specifically to
the Caribbean in areas such as employment, human resocurce development, the
establishment of small businesses, social security, occupational training and
health. The representative of UNIDO said that information relating to UNIDO
documents was available throuwgh the national industrial development
corporations or from its own monthly newsletter. It was agreed that greater
use should be made of the National Focal Points to ensure that the Qurent
Awareness Bulletin was widely disseminated to interested users.

60. Development of the Caribbean Information System for Agriculture Sciences
(CAGRIS) had made it easier for agricultral researchers and planners to
locate references to published works on Caribbean agriculture quickly and to
keep up to date on the projects being undertaken in the region. During 1989
CAGRIS plarmed to offer a regional document delivery service, on-site
training in five countries and two week attacmemnts for staff at nine

61l. The representative of the secretariat reported that the Consultative
Comnittee on Regional Information Systems had held its inaugural meeting in
Port of Spain in October 1988 and had developed a three-year work programme
which included the preparation of guidelines for the design and
establishment of regional informaticn systems, thep:blicatim of a directary
of information systems and sowrces in the region, the creation and
maintenance of a register of Caribbean resource perscns able to provide
technical assistance in the information sector and the establishment of a

programme to promote the work and perspectives of the Comnittee.
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62. Activities of the secretariat in 1989 would be concentrated on the
marketing of the information resources and services which had been developed
and the strengthenirg of the capacity to use new information technologies
within the region.

Statistical Data Bank and related servi

63. The representative of the secretariat informed the Committee that in view
of the resource constraints facing the United Nations system and in an effort
to provide ocutputs that were more relevant to the needs of CDCC countries,
the format of the traditional econamic survey of Carilbean countries had been
modified. The activities relating to the preparation of the survey had been
divided in such a way that an evaluation of economic performance over a
10-year periocd wauld be produced anmually focusing each year on a subject of
special interest for that year. A survey of general econumic performance over
a shorter period would be produced bianrmally.

64. Since the results of the survey depended on the qualitative and
quantitative inputs received from member countries, members of the Committee
were urged to increase their efforts to provide inputs on their
socioceconomic indicators.

65. The representative of the secretariat drew the attention of the meeting
to the Caribbean Statisticians' Conference held in Jamaica, at which
recognition had been given to the role of microcomters in statistical
offices and to the potential of the new technology in terms of more efficient
services.

66. The Camittee was informed of efforts by the secretariat to place
statistical information on line so that users could have the same Gegree of
access to it as they had to the CARISPIAN abstracts., However, in view of the
high costs involved, the secretariat was for the time being utilizing less
expensive means of storing and retrieving its statistical data.

67. The meeting was informed of developments relating to volume XIII of the
series of the AMgricultural Statistics report which drew its source material
from mail questiammaires. Although the update was being revised, campletion
had been delayed because of a low response rate (56%). Volume XIT had already

63. The representative secretariat expressed satisfaction at the progress of
the REDATAM */ project. Data bases had already been prepared for same
countries. The secand phase of the project was expected to be more user—
friendly and would present data in the form of maps. REDATAM had been
selected as a tool for analysis of data abtained in the 1990 round of
censuses and was expected to allow Qelivery of census results within a year
a census was taken.

*/ REDATAM M“Recuperacién de datos para 4reas peguefias por
microcomatader (Retrieval of data for amall areas by microcamputer). A list
of acronmyms used in this report is given in annex V.
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69. He noted that the Statistical Unit acted as a rescurce base for a rumber
cfmmm@mmpmwlmofwtmmmmmm
studying the priorities to assign to statistics and the design of a project
docnmrtform‘nnlss1cmtoUNDPforfum1rg The project concerned had been
approved with funding in the amoaunt of US$442 000 and was now being executed.
The second area of assistance concerned collaboration with ILPES in the
conduct of a workshop aon project data banks. Technical assistance had also
been provided to Belize and proposed to the Goverrment of Trinidad and
Tobago, which had been offered an observation tour of data banks in Chile
for three government officials to help them to formulate and develop data
banks in Trinidad and Tobago.

70.ThedelegatimofAmbarequ$tedthatmesecretariathcmwenea
meeting at which menbers of statistical offices could review new
technologies. The delegation of Trinidad and Tobago expressed its gratitude
fortheassmtameprondedtonsgovermnentmtheareaofprojectdata
banks. Gratitude was also expressed by the delegation of the Netherlands
Antilles for similar assistance, and a request was made for more assistance
from ILPES. That delegation also drew attention to the efforts currently
being made in the Netherlands Antilles to develcp a macroeconamic moxdel.

71. The delegation of Saint ILucia raised the question of the fuhre of
CDCC/IIPES co-cperation in view of the absence of an officer in the IIPES

post in Port of Spain.

72. In response, ﬂmsecretariatmtedthatitwasseelurgauthorltyto
refill the post in question, possibly with a Caribbean expert. However, in
view of the present United Nations freeze on recruitment, it was also seeking
to cbtain the services of an officer from ILPES/Santiago. In the meantime
the IIFES staff in Santiago was still taking an active part in the
implementation of the CDCC work programme, in particular through the angoing
work relating to the project data bank and the pramotion of TCDC.

Science and Technoloqy

73. The Committee was informed that the ECIAC Secretariat had contimued to
provide interim secretariat services for the Caribbean Council for Science
and Technology (CCST) during the period under review and had assisted in the
implementation of its work programme. The representative of Cuba noted that
his country had not received invitations to the OCST session scheduled for
2 and 3 December 1988; nor had it received the relevant decumentation.,

74. The representative of the secretariat went on to say that activities
carried out in the field of science and technology included the convening and
servicing of two meetings --the ninth meeting of the Executive Committee ard
the Seventh Plenary Sessian of the Council-— and the holding of two national
consultations. Nos. 1-5 of vol. 4 of the OCST Newsletter, had alsc been
published and circulated. In an effort to build awareness of science and
technology in the region and strengthen ties amag agencies warking in those
disciplines, the secretariat had also provided assistance enabling a mumber
of pecple to attend a series of workshops.
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75. Chstacles had been encountered in the development of focal points in
each country. The cbjective of the focal points was to create an awareness
ofscierneanite&mlogythmaghthesharingarﬂdlssanjnatmnof
information. The secretariat had accordingly planned o organize a series of
national consultations aimed at creating such awareness, disseminating
information and assisting in the institution-building process in the realm of
science and technology.

76. The question whether CCST should continue to be serviced by the ECIAC
Secretariat or should operate indeperdently was also raised by the
secretariat.

77. Referring to documents IC/CAR/G.258, CCST/88/1 and OCSI/88/2, the
represantative of Trinidad and Tobage said his delegation supported the
contimiation of a mmber of projects, including the projeat on animal feed
and food production, the holding of a meeting of agencies in the field of
smexnearﬂtedmlogyforﬂmp;rposeofpmposug a draft programme, the
implementation of TCDC programmes and the organization of regional seminars
in biotechnology. He also noted that several projects had not been
implemented and had had to be carried over into the 1989-1990 work programme.
This postponement of activities in the work progremme was attrilutable to the
fact that the officer in charge of sciemce and technology was also
responsible for performing other functions in the secretariat since the post
once assigned to a full-time officer in scierxe and technology had been
reallocatad. He reaffirmed his delegation's support of a permanent
secretariat for OCST and of the re-establishment of the P-5 post assigned to
its head.

78. The delegation of Jamaica supportad the call to restore the P-5 post.
However, it was recomernded that current administrative arrangements for
servicing OCST should remain in place since any new arrangements would add to
the financial burden of member States, same of which were still delinguent in
payment of their dues to CCST.

79. The delegation of the United States Virgin Islands informed the meeting
that its goverrment was exploring the possibility of hosting OCST and was
willing to enter into discussions with a view to deciding upon the
modalities.

80. 'merepresemativeofSaJnthmmsaidmsdelegatlmalsosupportedﬂm
restoration of the P-5 post and asked whether that post would remain in the
Carribean Office or be transferred to CCST.

81l. In response, the secretariat explained that the P-5 post had originally
beenallocatedtoscm:nearﬂtedumlogyinthadbeenreallmtedtothe
position of Deputy Director six years previcusly. Its restoration depended on
vmsthercm'l‘becmneanuﬂ@aﬂentsecretanat in which case it would seek
assistance from other agencies to fund additional posts. On the other hand,
if the interim arrangement with the Caribbean Office were retained, ECIAC
nmldgwem;deratimtothecamﬂsstafﬁn;:mds The secretariat
noted that mo decision could be taken on the matter until the outcome of the

forthcoming COCST meeting was Known.
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82. The representative of UNESCO cbserved that UNESCO was not in a position
to provide financing for a post in a new independent organization as UNESCO
was currently in the process of abolishing same of its own posts. It was,
however, willing to fund ad hoc activities and to keep up its assistance in
the implementation of the OCST programme,

83. The representative of CARIONM described the assistance provided by the
CCST officer in the finalization of the CARIOOM Plan of Action for Science
and Technology, which had been approved by goverrments. The representative
also expressed concern over the reasons behind the non-implementation of the
work programme and especially over the fact that the CCST officer was
responsible for performing other duties in the secretariat and expressed the
view that decisions on such matters should not rest solely with CCST since
they also required inputs from the goverrments of member countries.

84. In response, the secretariat re-emphasized the need for furding for the
staffing of OCST. It also noted that the realities of the situation would be
reviewed at the next OCST meeting before any definitive decisions were taken.

85. The representative of UNIDO indicated that his organization was not in a
position to provide financing for CCST. It was, however, making practical
inputs to the advancement of science and technology through the provision of
experts to plants. In that connection he menticned ite support of the coffee
packaging concern in Dominica through the regional project carried out in
co—operation with the Caribbean Industrial Research Institute (CARIRI).

Co—ordination in planning

86. In introducing the report on co-ordination in plamning, the secretariat
referred to earlier reports on statistical data barnk operations and to the

work carried out jointly by ECIAC/ILPES in planning.

87. Although the Co-ordinator of the ECTAC/ILPES Plamning Unit had retinrmed
to ILPES in Santiago, Chile, there had been contimued close co—operation
between ILPES arxd the secretariat in the execution of the work programme.
That co-operation had made it possible to provide assistance to Belize,
Guyana and Trinidad and Tobago and to convene a workshop on project data
banking, which had been attended by the representatives of a mmber of CDCC
comtries. At that workshop co-ordination in plamning had in fact been
discussed under the item on the activities of the Statistical Data Bank.

Agricultural sector

88. The representative of the secretariat reported that activities in the
agriciltural sector had been limited to the pramction of TCDC and to
co—cperation with relevant agencies with particular emphasis on those aspects
of agricultural development which related to the fostering of overall social
and econamic development. In that comection the secretariat had developed
working relationshipe with TTAL, a food technology institute in Sao Paulo,
Brazil; the Agricultural Experimental Station of the United States Virgin
Islanxis, the ECIAC/FAO Liaison Office; CARDI, ITCA and UWI.
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89. The representative of the Netherlands Antilles indicated the need to
provide technical assistance in agriculture to the island of Saint Eustatius.
The Netherlands Antilles also required help in supplying other countries with
iguanas, considered by many to be a delicacy. '

Lancuage barri

90. The representative of the secretariat cutlined the work accamplished in
the programme on the removal of language barriers and drew attention to the
immovative joint co-ordination approach to the execution of that programme
in which the Goverrment of the Netherlands Antilles participated through its
Ministries of BEducation and Foreign Affairs. Work on the establishment of
the proposed Caribbean Ianguage Institute had moved forward as the results of
an advisory group meeting held in December 1987, ard a revised version of the
draft project document on the removal of language barriers had been
campleted. Guidelines to the organization and operation of the National
Chapters of the Caribbean Ianguage Institute had been prepared and
recomendations had been made on the development of interpretation and
translation services. A meeting on the removal of language barriers which
was to have been held in 1987, would be held in 1989 in Haiti., Other
activities under the programme had served to foster networking among language
institutions in the subregion. Naticnal workshops had been or would be held
with a view to establishing the National Chapters of the Caribbean Language
Institute.

91, The representative of the secretariat also reported that a dictionary of
Saint Incian crecle had been produced and acknowledged the role of the
International Development Research Centre (IDRC) in that exercise. In
describing follow-up activity in the area of creole discourse, he expressed
the need to bring the results of the stidy to bear on camumication in the
areas of agriculture ard health., Follow-up activities carried out directly
with IRC at national level in those areas were a possibility. The
secretariat noted the usefulness of the creole discourse exercise and
suggested the possibility of extending it to other French creole-speaking
countries of the Carikbean.

92. Several suggestions were made in respect of the extension of the project
to inclhide commmication in politics, econamics and sociology.

93. The representative of the secretariat noted the potential for a link
between the language barriers project and the follow-up activities in the
area of creole discourse, noting that a crecle language served as an official
language in the Netherlards Antilles.

94, With regard to the regional museum project, the secretariat explained
that its role in the UNDP-financed reqgicnal project based in Peru was one of
co-cperation.

95. Several reservations were expressed by delegations as to the
juxtaposition of the oral history/oral traditions project with the museum
development project. It was noted that UWI was already executing programmes
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relating to oral history while the CARIOM secretariat had a mandate to
implement the museum development project.

96, In response, the representative of the secretariat affirmed the
willingness of the secretariat to be quided in the detemmination of its
activities in the areas of oral traditions and museun development by the
decisions taken at the wmeeting. The Cammittee recomended that the
secretariat should cease activities in those two areas of the social sector

work programme.,

97. The delegation of the Netherlands Antilles emphasized the need for
co—operation from CDCC member countries in connection with the monitoring of
the crecle discourse project and with the role to be played by the national
chapters of the Caribbean language Institute. The ocontimued support of
UNESQO was acknowledged as well as the work of the projeqt co-ordinators in

98. A mmber of representatives commended the secretariat on its work in
language barriers, and the Committee was informed that a seminar would be
held on the subject in November-December 1988. The hope was expressed that
the work done on creole discourse would be used to benefit rural
populations.

Inteqration of women in development

99, Highlights of programme activities in the area of wamen in development
included:

- {a) Completion of the projects on wamen in development and trade and
warnen in development and planning;

() The provision 6f inputs by the Caridbean Office to ECIAC's fourth
Regional Conference on the Integration of Women in Development;

(c) The creation of a bibliographical data base (WINCEV), for
microcamputers using the micro CDS/ISIS software package, special thesauri on
women identified by the secretariat having pemmitted the inclusion of
specific descriptors; '

(@) The preparation of a comparative overview of the status of wamen,
the data used in it to be based on the findings of the stidies campleted
under the planning project;

{2) Contimied work on the establishment of a data base on women traders
in the subregion.

100. With regard to the campleted project on women in development and
plarning, some other United Nations bodies and some regional and national
NGOs were comnended for their follow-up action. It was noted that the need
for data on women had been felt in comnection with the comparative overview
of the status of wamen, The problem of dbtaining such data was being
addressed in co-cperation with the CARIOM secretariat and other badies.
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101. The representative of the secretariat noted that the secretariat's
in the area of women in develcpment had been utilized Ly some CDOC
countries and contimed to be available to member States.

102. The delegation of the Netherlands Antilles expressed special interest
in participation in project activities concerning wamen traders,
particularly with regard to Saint Maarten and Curagao. It suggested that
consideration should be given to counterpart research expertise and to the
nature of the products passing through the Netherlands Antilles in the
catext of informal trade.

103. Concern was expressed about the future of some of the ongoing work in
the Women-in-Development Unit on expiration of the contract of an officer
who had been assisting with same activities of the WID Programe with
financial support fram the Netherlands goverrment.

104. The representatives expressed special interest in the proposed
involvement of the secretariat in the production of baseline data on export-
oriented industries and women in that sector.

105. The concerns expressed at the fourth Meeting of CARTOM Ministers
Responsible for Women's Affairs were reiterated. Those concerns included the
problem of forwarding documents fram Sanmtiago in Spanish and the need to
accelerate information flows from Santiago.

106. Several delegations expressed their suport for the completed ard
planned activities of the Wamen-in-Development Programme.

107. The secretariat was cautioned that increasing demands for assistance at
national level were expected to be made on its Women-in-Develcopment Programme
and that the need for contimed and increased support to the Unit might
become urgernt.

Demography

108. The secretariat informed the meeting that the main thrust of its work
programme had been to create awareness of the need to integrate populations
more closely into the development planmning process. That goal had been
accamplished through the provision of tools in the form of research and data
inpats; the strengthening of goverrment capabilities through training in the
techniques and methodologies for developing population development linkages;
the generation, utilization and dissemination of information and the
develogment and establistment of institutional wmechanisms needed to
facilitate the implementation of population policy.

109. At the same time work had been carried ocut under the secretariat's
programme for assisting coamntries in the formilation and implementation of
population policies. Much of that work consisted in follow-up to a recently
campleted CARIOM project in which the secretariat had co-operated.
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110. The representative of the secretariat indicated that a highlight of the
period had been the initiation of a three-year UNFPA-fumded project designed
toassmtgwenmtsmnmegratmpeoplemdavelqmentplarmmandm
the implementation of population policies. To facilitate that goal,
assistance was being provided in the establistment of appropriate
institutional mechanisms such as population units in planning ministries and
national population councils responsible for directing activities relating to
the implementation of population policies.

111. Therepzesentatlveofthesecretarlatreportedmﬂmbm-weekmglmal
training course on analysis of population-development interrelations for
plamning using microcomputers in which 28 pecple from 17 countries had
participated. The meeting was informed that microcamputers and printers
were being provided to partm:.patmg countries for use in population
development research and in the processing and analysis of .census information
collected in 1990.

112. It was noted that a mmber of research studies were under way with a
view to providing the kind of information base required for policy-making.
Those studies included an integrated research project concerned with the
interrelations between fertility, mortality, migration and development; a
campleted in-depth analysis of census data for three countries; population
projections (1980-2015) for nine countries, three of which were ready for
pablication, and a study of mortality problems in the Carikbean.

113. The meeting was also informed of a series of projects aimed at data
generation, evaluation and dissemination. In that regard, a subregional
socio-demographic data bank was currently being established and a mmber of
research studies were under way on the preparation of additional data inputs
and the evaluation of data, In that comnection it was reported that the
programme for the preparation of intercensus and post-census poplation
estimates would provide inputs for the data bank as well as for the
develcpment of social ard economic indicators.

114. The representative of the secretariat indicated that the contents of the
data bank would be utilized for the development of a digest of socic-
demographic statistics to be published anmially.

115. She also drew attention to the work of the secretariat in the
preparation of a population information system which would form part of the
Docmentation Centre's CARISPIAN, It was expectad that countries would have
access to the data through the microcomputer system in the Documerntation
Centre.

116. Activities proposed for the next period included the contimiation of
the work initiated under the UNFPA project aimed at increasing knowledge and
awareness of the interrelations involved in economic and social development
and improving the analysis techniques used in comnection with the provision
of inputs into development plans. Activities to be continued through the
next pericd included training in theory and methods of econamic/demographic
analysis and population policy implementation, establishment of population
units and national population councils, integrated research study on
population and development, establishment of the Socio-Demographic Data Bank
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and Population Information System, tion of intercensus and post-census
estimates for Caribbean countries, Retrieval of data for small areas by
microcomputer (REDATAM), in—depth census analysis, preparation of population
projections and publication of the Digest of socio—demographic statistics for
Caribbean countries.

117. Support for the secretariat's programme in the area of demography was
expressed by several delegations. The secretariat was urged to contimue its
very important work in this field.

na.ﬂaemetingmsinformedﬁmattrainimcwrseasmilartotrmsebein;
cmﬁuctedbyECIAC/CImAIIEinEnglishmﬂeratmE?Apxojectwerebeing
conducted in Spanish at CEDEM, alsomﬂertheauspicesofthPA.'meonan
repreaemativeSmgestedthatowmesinmlishwndalsobemmtedat
CEDEM. =

the developmertt perspectives of Caribbean countries to the year 2000, in
wvhich the impact of demographic issues on develogment plans was clearly
demonstrated. The representative rejterated the need for goverrments to
develcpgmaterawarezmsofﬂmimportameofmej:mermlatimshipbetww:
population and development for improved development planning.

International trade and finance

121. The representative of the secretariat reported that most of its
activitiesinthefieldofimenmtimltradearﬂfinamewereqammed
withtradeinse:vicas,tmdefjnarnearﬂcamtertradearﬂinvolved
considerable collaboration with UNCTAD and UNCIC.

122. With regard to trade facilitation, he said the secretariat was seeking
funding to camputerize the Trade Procedures Guide; however,.healso
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coastlines of countertrade for small developing countries and questioned the
effect of assistance to State trading corporations.

125. The representative of the Dmminican Republic expressed support for
countertrade, saying that it could help to circumvent problems relating to

fores.gnexc:hangeandcmldpranotemgmnaltrade He suggested that the
secretariat should encourage member countries to enact legislation which
would facilitate countertrade in the region.

126, The representative of Cuba also expressed support for efforts in
comnection with countertrade, mchhefeltca.lldbeswcessfulmlylf
political will were present. The experiences of his country in the area of
countertrade with Guyana had been very satisfactory. He recommended that a
study should be undertaken with a view to identifying current trends in the
Carikbean since no courtry could escape the crisis. In his-view the Caribbean
Basin Initiative had not been very beneficial; moreover some of the measures
taken by the developed ocountries had restricted imports. The Caribbean
countries needed to knxw the impact of recent trends in internatiocnal trade
ard what possibilities existed for extending their trade.

127. Itmssuggesbedbyaaedelegatmnthatﬂzemltsofthemﬁcs&mon
countertrade might reveal new opportunities for conventional trade. The
CARIOOM representative suggested that the workshop should not be
research~oriented but should rather concentrate on an exchange of experiences
and consideration of ways of enabling countries to become operational.

128. In camection with international finance the representative of Cuba
suggested that since the extermal debt affected all Caribbean countries, the
study which was being undertaken by SEIA for Iatin America could in
cambination with the ECIAC study, provide an indication of ways in which the
eccnomies of CDOC countries could be strengthened,

129. The CARIOM repr&sentat:.ve drew attention to same of the ongoing
activities of a mumber of agencies in the area of services ard suggested that
CDCC should indicate where gaps needed to be filled. The CDOC secretariat
noted that the work performed by the CARTOM secretariat did not relate to
non-CARTOM States. BCIAC was working with the Institute for Iatin American
Integration (INTAL) in export pramotion in ILatin America, and the mandate it
had been given made it necessary for it to ensure that the CDOC member States
were provided with the kind of services to vhich the CARTOM representative
had referred.

130. The representative of the Daminican Republic stated that a shady was
being carried out in the services sector of the econamy of his country in
co~operation with UNCTAD for the purpose of identifying the sector's
potential for promoting development policies and strengthening its
negotiating capacity in the Uruguayan Round being conducted within the
framowork of GAIT.
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Natural resources

131. The representative of the secretariat said that in implementing the work
programme on natural resources, the secretariat recognized the need to take
into consideration the nexais between natural resources, tourism and the
enviromert. The impact of the enviromment on tourism and of tourism on
natural resources and the extent to which natural resources could contrilrite
to tourism and to the enhancement of the envircment were important
considerations in the work programme of the secretariat.

132. He then drew attention to three specific areas, in which the
secretariat had been wrged to accept responsibility: the dumping of toxic
waste in the Caribbean, the development in a CDCC member State of a ruclear
facility for the generation of electricity and the link between the
envirorment and public health. -

133. Noting the limitations on the resources of the secretariat and the fact
that other organizations were better equipped to deal with thoee issues, he
sought feedback from the Committee as to the extent of the secretariat's
involvement or co~operation with other agencies in that regard.

134, The consensus of the meeting was that the secretariat should be more
directly irmwolved in the work relating to the matters referred to. The
representative of Haiti mentioned his country's deforestation problems, amd
inquired aboat the possibility of the secretariat's taking action in the form
of seminars held on that subject. The representative of the secretariat said
assistance would be sought from FAO in that regard.

135. All the delegations agreed that the duwping of toxic wastes in the
subregion by same of the developed countries presented a serious threat and
saw need for the secretariat to play a co-ordinating role in commection with
matters relating to the protection of the marine ermviroment. It was noted
that a resoclution had been prepared on this subject.

136, The representative of the Intermational Maritime Organization (IMO)
drew attention to the existence of several IMO conventions dealing with the
question of ship-generated sea pollution. Those conventions were important in
the ocontext of tourism in the Caribbean region, and IMD offered its
assistance to the secretariat in the areas they oovered. IMO had
established a programme of technical co-operation which aimed at helping
governments of developing ocomtries to develop national maritime
capabilities.

137. The need was seen for more co~cperation between the secretariat amd
otheramniesarﬂalsobemtnetmmficeinkmaicaardtheum
Office in Mexico in order to ensure the optimal use of resources.
Part1c1pantsaq:ressedcormemabammpmctlceofdmpmgtmcmstes,
pomtlrgmttrﬁtltadverselyaffectedﬂmeeoologyofthemntbeanam
The representative of the Bahamas, spoke out in support of the meed for
greater co-cperation among United Nations bodies and in that comnection urged
that a more aserious lock should be taken at the activities of UNEP ard IMD
since enviramental protection was critical to the Carikbean subregion
especially because of its impact on tourism. The Jamaican delegation
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wthnedtheimportarneoftammmasamagoreamoffom&gneﬁmmeard
mploxedthed)t!:tcmakeagreaterefforttow—oxdmte its work with that
of UNEP, TMC and other appropriate agencies.

138. The representative of the Daominican Republic indicated that the
Dominican Republic had experienced problems with resident foreign companies
which were damaging the envirorment with toxins. Problems were also posed by
nﬁustrmcpemtugmurbanawmmrtsandresistugattm@tstomlwate
them in cother sites.

139. With regard to activities which had not been ocampleted, it was
recmmerﬂedthatthesecretarlatshmldbemaggmsivemseekqu
funding for projects and seminars.

140. In response to a question by the representative of Barbados as to whom
the proposal on sewage disposal would be prepared, the secretariat informed
the participants that a series of project proposals had been formalated but
that the activities involved had been passed on to the CARIOOM secretariat,
The representative of CARICOM reported that a funding proposal had been
submitted to UNDP.

141. Wlthreferencetothemeetirgonthedevelopuentarﬂfmammgofthe
sewage disposal sector which would be attended by representatives of
camtries and donor agencies, the representative of the secretariat said
that the meeting had originally been intended for CARIOM coumtries although

the possibility existed for expanding it beyond CARICIM.

Other activities of the secretariat

142, The Committee was informed of other activities bemg performed by the
secretariat, including the evaluation of the economic performance of
Caridbean ocountries, a subject on which documents were available for
distribution to member delegations.

143. The secretariat also drew attention to its TCDC activities and
requestad courtries with centres of excellence to assist it by providing
expertise and training to other member countries in areas for which those
countries were unable to mobilize resources fram donor agencies.

144. Reference was made to the co-operation between the secretariat and the
Institute for Iatin American Integration (INTAL) and the Inter-American
Development Bank {(IDB) in a stidy on trade in primary commodities.

145. The representative of the secretariat referred to its contirmed support
of the furtherance of the OECS integration process as evidenced particularly
in its work in camection with TCDC ard small island developing countries.

146. He informed the Committee of two additional areas of possible interest
to the secretariat. First, it might work with the secretariat of the
a closer loock of the use of marine resources. The secand area of interest
concerned the possibility of closer co-operation with organizations in
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metropolitan countries in considering the Carxibbean diaspora in greater
depth.  The secretariat would review the potential for linkages with other
the secretariat's interest in devising ways of utilizing the technical
expertise of nmationals abroad in TOKTEN activities.

147. The representative of Saint Iucia tock the floor an behalf of QECS to
express gratitude to the secretariat for its help in furthering OECS
integration. He felt, however, that not enough information was being
disseminated to member countries concerning the availability of T¢DC and
therefore proposed that the CDOC Qurrent Awareness Bulletin should contain a
section listing TCDC assistance available in Caribbean.

148. He also noted that too much lip service was being paid to the issue of
Latin American and Caribbean relations, which in fact needed to be deepened.
That need cauld best be met by (DOC secretariat.

149. The CARIOM representative drew attention to the CARIOM mandate to
develop closer intra-Caribbean relations. Using trade as an example, he
explained same of the difficulties encountered in mobilizing resocurces to
provide information on trade procedures and practices. The Comittee
supported him in his view that the Port of Spain Office was the most
appropriate institution for developing the kind of relationship sought, and
it was proposed that a unit whose work focused on intra-Caribbean trade
should be established. The main task in the creation of such a unit would be
to work cut the modalities.

150. The Jamaican delegation supported those speakers who had expressed the
view that the Subregional Office for the Caribbean could play an important
role in developing Iatin American/Caribbean relations.

151. T™he representative of UNCTAD drew the attention of the meeting to the
fact that UNCTAD was in a position to help in furthering the work being done
in the area of the programme under discussion. UNCTAD had a programme aimed
at expanding trade by establishing an information system on comacdity trade
barriers. The creation of such a system could be viewed as a useful

point in identifying trade relations in the Carikbean and Iatin America.
UNCIAD's activities aleo related to the global system of trade prefarences,
which imvolved the negotiation of trade concessions between countries in the
developing world. Its represenmtative suggested that that link might provide
another point of departure for identifying possibilities for negotiating
trade concessians between the Carihbean and latin American coumtries.

152. The representative of UNIDO informed the meeting that UNIDO was working
with UNDP an a project to stimilate trade between the OECS coumtries and
Iatin America. Two excharge missions were expected to take place. Mention was
also made of Gwo statistical projects, cne of which aimed at computerizing

153. The representative of the secretariat informed the Camuittee that the
modalities for the operation of TCDC had yet to be worked out. The
secretariat attached particular importance to the issue of ways in which a
cauntry could fulfil the minimm requirements for receiving benefits and was
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stillseardﬁ:gformysofmeathgoamtryrequirenentswiﬂnxtplacﬁga
hndenmthereqtmsti:gStates.Fbcalpojntseadstedineaducumt:yfor
the dissemination of information relating to TCDC, but all too frecuently

lss.‘ﬁxarqsresmtativeofamamppmtedﬂnmpmmtatiwofsﬁntlmia
ineallirgformccrmtaactimfmﬂm&mtariatarﬂalsocalledfor
greatarmmliciﬂassinﬂmmaazd:sﬂﬂiescarriedaﬁ.‘kepmposedﬂmta

development, health, rnmirgmﬁmim.mcmpmmrtsoftrademalso

157. The plan provided for activities which could incorporate lang-term
dmalopnmtgnalsmaldnguseofthelimitadmofﬂnwmtry.

158. The representative of Trinidad and Tobago wrged the secretariat to
request assistance fram UNCTAD in locating sources of cantributions to the
Comnon Fund vwhich were earmarked for small island countries and in
developing statistical data for use in documenting the contribution of
servicestotheemmyarﬂjnadvishgmllislarﬂdevelcpﬁqmmries,

programmes of the various agencies dealing with problems peculiar to smail
isliand developing comtries.

159. In the context of assistance to smwall island countries, UNCTAD was urged
to place emphasis on the following areas of activity:

a)co-operatimwithrmmmmadvisirg.gml%islmﬂsm
developﬁgamasofompamtiveadvmmageintheirdivermﬁmtlmms;
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b) Provision of a direct information link and of an advisory service
during multinational or commodity trade negotiations;

¢) Formilation of comwdity proposals in co-operation with island
developing countries leading to the special treatment of small islards in
mltinational trade negotiations:

d) Provision of assistance to small island countries in the development
of camprehensive statistical bases containing data on the contribution of
services to the econay;

e) Provision of assistance in locating sources of contributions to the
Common Fund which are earmarked for small island coumtries;

f) Consideration of the adequacy of current export stabilization
facilities with special attention given to:

i) The recammendation made by the Group of 24 that payment of
compensation under the IMF Campensatory Facility should bear a
closer relationship to the actual size of the export shortfall;

ii) The need for an increase in the volume of resources available to
and the mmber of commodities covered under schemes for the
stabilization of export earnings;

iii) ™e problems which small countries are experiencing in
contributing to the Common Fund.

160. The representative of Saint ILucia noted the importance of the regional
camissions in the matter of small island developing countries, as was
reflected in the coanwvening of a special meeting of the General Assembly for
representatives of such countries, where they would be able to present their
national and regional priorities to the various specialized agencies. He
sugested that the document submitted to the current CDOC session wder the
agerda iten on small island developing countries should be sent to that
meeting and recamended that CDCC should became the Carikbean focal point for
the implementation of action in support of swh comtries. That
recamendation was supported by the representative of the United States
Virgin Islands.

161. The meeting deliberated on the various definitions and interpretations
of the expressions "“small island States" and "=mall island developing
comtriest arnd suggested same criteria in that connection. It was decided
that given their peculiar characteristics, all island countries members of
CDCC were to be regarded as small island developing cauntries.

162. The delegation of Jamaica said it had reservations on the Plan of
Action but agreed to go along with the resolution in order to preserve the
consensus.

163. The representative of the United States Virgin Islands alerted the
Camittee to the need for sustained development in the small islands and
noted the importance of networking among technicians in individual small
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island countries. Healsoreferredtotechmmlmeetmgsrecentlyheldm
Jamaica in connection with the problems eacpenenced by such countries, which
would be followed by similar meetings in Guadeloupe and Puerto Rico. Major
1ssueslmludedsollarﬂwaterpreservatlonmﬂmumlreswn:emmgemant
in general. He urged the secretariat to contimue to explore the possibilities
ofmn-lrdeperﬂmtnmbersofmccdotamhmgassmm and
participating in the work programme of the Port of Spain Office.

1s64. 'Iherepresentatlveofnoofferedtheuseofanuondeofllmon
co—operatives, which he said would serve as a useful tool fornmasm
public awareness of co-cperative efforts in comnection with issues relating
to amall islard developing countries.

165. Finally, it was recomended that to ensure the effectiveness of the
different measures proposed, the Secretary-General of the United Nations
should establish a special inter-agency unit to co-ordinate the programmes of
the various agencies dealing with the problems peculiar to small islamd
caantries.,

- Agenda Ttem 8 = Action taken on CDCC resolutions and those

of ECIAC ard other United Nations bodies with

166. The representative of the secretariat stated that action would be taken
on the resolutions coxwenmda:ﬁuxgedﬂxemanbexsofﬂxecammtteetoglve
consideration to resolution 41/211, which affected the mmber of posts in
the United Nations system, and to resolutions 42/413 and 42/447.

167. A member of the United Nations Secretariat in New York referred to
resolution 42/211 and to document A/C.5/43/1/Rev.l in which the Secretary-
General proposed a 15% reduction in staff. He noted that according to
document LC/CAR/G.260, the mumber of posts abolished in the Port of Spain
Office was five and that the areas affected as a result of those reductions
were agriculture, science and technology and transport and cosmmmications,
According to his calculations, those cuts represented a 33% reduction in
staff. Noting that for many years CDCOC had been seeking additional posts for
the secretariat of the Caribbean Office, he asked what impact the staff
reduction had had on the performance of the Office, especially in the areas
affected.

168. In reply the representative of the secretariat explained that the posts
in question had been ait in accordance with instructions received from New
York. One post had been deployed to Santiago. Many vacant posts were
encbered on a short-term basis in an attempt to ensure that the work was
performed effectively. Same of the persons encumbering posts could not have
been permanently emploved because of the quota system. The responsibility of
the Office was to see that its work was accomplished. Cunstraints an the

recruitment of appropriate personnel made it necessary to have recourse to
measures such as the use of project staff and the short-term encunberirg of

vacant posts.
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165, The representative of UNCIAD cautioned that the practice of using
temporary personmel in established posts, which were vacant could sometimes
be alnused since it could be resorted to ciramvent the rules of the United
Nations or the wishes of inter-goverrmental bodies.

170. The representative of Cuba suggested that the matter under discussion
cauld more appropriately be oconsidered under item 10. He also recommernded
that the secretariat should prepare a document containing some ideas on the
subject. If agriculture, science and technology and transport and
cammmications had in fact been affected, that would be a sericus matter
since those sectors were basic to the economic development of Caribbean
countries. The doubts and concerns in the minds of representatives should not
be treated with camplacency.

*

Agenda Ttem 9 - Work programme of the CDCC for the
second period of the 1988-1989 biennium

171. The representative of the secretariat reminded the Committee that in
initiating the discussion under agenda item 6, it had been agreed that
agenda item 9 should be treated jointly with item 6. It had also been noted
that postponed activities had been put forward for the following yvear. He
pointed out that two segments, one dealing with industrial development and
the other with agricultural development, had been reincorporated into the
work programee for 1988-1989.

Agenda Ttem 10 - Role and functioning of CDCC

172. The representative of Barbados supported the proposals made by the
Minister of External Affairs and Intermational Trade of Trinidad arnd Tobago
when he had spoken in his capacity as Chairman of the CARTOM Standing
Comnittee of Foreign Ministers. He posed the following questions:

a) Was the failure of the review Committee to meet indicative of a lack
of effectiveness cn the part of CDCC?

b) Was CDCC in need of restructuring?

c) Did the Camnittee have the capacity to deal with the full range of
tasks assigned to it?

d) what mechanisms and safequards were needed to ensure effective
performance at all lewels?

e) Was the Monitoring Comrittee essential for ensuring the
implementation of the work programme?

173. In the discussion which followed, the view emerged that CDCC was in
essence a camittee of goverrments which would need to extend themselves to
resolve any perceived problems of the organization. It was agreed that the
substance of the statement presented by the Minister of External Affairs and
International Trade of Trinidad and Tobago, speaking in his capacity as
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chairman of the CARICM Standing Cummittee of Foreign Ministers, should form
the basis of a resolutiocn on the role and functioning of CDCC.

174. It was also agreed that a conscious effort should be made to refortify
cDOC and infuse it with a renewed sense of purpose, on the understanding that
its primary role was one of co—ordination and co—operation. The scope of the
programme needed to be reduced since the secretariat lacked the necessary in-
house capability and resources and moreover ran the risk of duplicating the
efforts of other institutions. Measures would need to be put into place to
ensure that the necessary changes would be implemented.

175. In clarifying a mmber of points arising from the discussion, the
Executive Secretary of ECIAC outlined the place of CDXC in the overall
structime of the United Nations system, noting its subsidiary and advisory
mlemm.}hstmsedﬂmtmiletmmrikbemSubmg%mlHaadquarters
had been made autonanous and fully decentralized and was focusing its
attention almost exclusively on subregional issues, ECIAC had provided
programme support for various Caribbean activities. Thus, the scope of the
work programme of the Subregional Office was a matter within the purview of
CDCC as a coamittee with the capacity to decide on such questions at its
anmual meetings. In conclusion he noted that the need for CDCC was obvious
since it was the only forum in the subregion which allowed universal
membership. However, it was necessary, in redefining its future role, to do
away with exaggerated expectations of what it was capable of achieving in
the short term.

Agenda Ttem 11 - Work programme of the ECIAC Subregional Headguarters
for the Caribbean for the 1990-1991 bi um as

+o the United Nations General Assembly

176. The representative of the secretariat presented the work programme for
the 1990-1991 biennium along with the mediumterm plan for the period 1990-
1995. He answered several questions as to whether activities would contime
in varicus fields for which no substantive officer was at present in post in
the secretariat, which given the severe constraints it was experiencing with
regard to staff, did not possess the capability to perform highly technical
work in some areas. Such work would better be performed by the relevant
specialized agencies. The international trade and development finance segment
was reincorporated into the document after having been inadvertently omitted.

Agenda Item 12 - United Nations meditm-term plan (1990-1995)

177. After the medium-term plan had been introduced by the secretariat,
clarification was sought on the possibility of flexibility in the programme
for which the plan provided, and the representative of the secretariat
assured the participants that flexibility was in fact a possibility.
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Agenda Ttem 13 - Other business

178. The representatives of Haiti and the Dominican Republic, recognizing the
importance of the secretariat's activities in promoting econcmic co-cperation
among developing countries, submitted a resolution in which CDOC resolved to
give particular attention to technical co-cperation between Haiti and the
Deminican Republic on the one hand and the other member countries on the
other. In the resolution CDOC also resolved to co-ordinate its activities
with the relevant bodies with a view to supporting certain priority
sociceconmmic projects in Haiti and the Dominican Republic ard recuested its
member conrtries to support Haiti and the Dominican Republic in their efforts
to join the ACP graup.

179. The representative of Barbados indicated that he could mot support the
resolution in view of that part of it which referred to the application of
Haiti and the Dominican Republic to be members of the ACP group. He asked
that his poeition should be reflected in the report.

180. The representative of Trinidad and Tabago, speaking in his capacity as
Chairman of the CARTOM Standing Committee of Ministers of Foreign Affairs
(SCMFA), said that Baiti had submitted its application to CARICM and urged

the Daminican Republic to do likewise.

181. The representative of Cuba said he felt that at the twelfth session of
Coce, all aspects of the execution of the work programme should be dealt with
at the technical meeting and that the report emanating from that meeting
should be approved at ministerial level, on the understanding that the
Ministers would, however, still be free to deal with other areas of interest
to them, such as the impact of the econamic crisis on the social and economic
development of Caribbean countries. To that end the secretariat should
prepare a working document on which the ministerial debate could be based.

Agenda Ttem 14 — Place anyd date for CDOC XTI

182. The meeting noted with gratitude the offer of the Netherlands Antilles
to hoet the twelfth session of CDOC, in Curagao in 198%. The secretariat was
requested to enter into consultations with the goverrments of the menmber
coutries with a view to setting a date which fits in with their crowded
schedule of meetings.

Aerda Ttem 15 - Consideration and adoption of the report

183. It was agreed that the secretariat should be given responsibility for
campleting the report amd dispatching it to member countries for their
response within 30 days.
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Part Four

22 (XI) SUFPORT FOR HATITI AND THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC

Y

The Caribbean Development and Co-cperation Cammittee,

Faithful to the Committee's purpose of strengthening co-operation among
its members,

Desirous of contributing to the integrated development of tha region,

Aware of the need to support the political will of Haiti and the
Dominican Republic to belong to the ACP Group in order to strengthen their
cultural, econamic and other links with the said Group,

Canvinced that the critical econamic situation of both countries is a
hindrance to the development of their peoples and could entail hammful
consecuences for both the establishment and the oconsolidation of true
democracy,

Convinced that the CDCC secretariat is capable of taking effective
action in this regard,

{a) Resolves:

1. To give particular attention to technical co-cperation between
the other member countries and Haiti and the Dominican Republic;

2. To co-ordinate such co-cperation activities with the relevant
bedies with a view to supporting certain priority sociceconomic
projects in the above~mentioned two countries;

() Requests the member countries of CDOC, and particularly those which
belong to the ACP Group, to consider to what extent they are able to give
support to the joint application of Haiti and the Dominican Republic to be
members of the ACP Group;

(c) Instructs the CDCC secretariat to take the necessary measures to
ensure the implementation of this resclution.
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23(XI) POLICTES CN HARMFUL WASTES IN THE ENVIRONMENT

The Caribbean Develooment and Co-cperation Committee,

Taking into account the results of the Regional Workshop on Hazardous
Waste Management in Iatin America and the Caribbean, held in Mexico in 1988,
especially those relating to the links existing between the ernviromment and
development,

Mindful of the importance which member countries attach to maintaining
soamnd ecological development, since this contributes to sustained econamic
and social development for the benefit of their peoples,

Extremely preoccupied with recent activities which enterprises fram same
developed cauntries are undertaking in the region in comnection with the
disposal of polluting substances and the use of toxic substances in several
of our countries,

1. Expresses its condemnation of the activities these enterprises are
carrylnga.ztmthecarﬂ:beanreglm, which are to the detriment of the
ecological system in the region and affect in a significant manner the
econamic and social development of ocur countries and the health of our

populations;

2. Urges the govermments of the developed countries whose enterprises
are carrying out these activities to prevail upon them to abstain fram so
doing and to co-cperate with the goverrments of the affected countries to
eliminate the damage caused;

. Requests the secretariat of the ¢DOC, in co-ordination with UNEP, to
present in time for the twelfth session a report on the damage caused by
these dangerous activities in the region.
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24 (XI) PROGRAMME OF ASSISTANCE TO SMALL ISLAND DEVELOPING OOUNTRIES

The Caribbean Development and Co-operation Committee,

Recalling resolution 21(X) of the tenth session of CDCC which requested
the secretariat to present a plan of action for small island countries for
the consideration of member States,

Mindful of the fact that other agencies and organizations are also
considering the special question of amall island countries,

1. Notes the report of UNCIAD in document UNCTAD/ST/IDC/9.9 on the
meeting of the Group of Experts on Island Developing Countries held in Malta
fram 24-25 May 1988 ard the report of the Secretary-Generml of the United
Nations on this issue which appears as document A/43/513;

2. Suports the efforts being made by other regional institutions,
especially the CARIOOM initiative appearing in document A/C2/43/7 presented
to the United Nations General Assembly which, inter alia, urges UNCTAD to:

a) Collaborate with FAO and UNIDO in advising small islards on
developing areas of camparative advantage in their diversification process:

b} Provide a direct information link and an advisory service on this
issue during multinational trade or cammodity trade negotiations;

¢} Develop cammodity proposals, in collaboration with IDCs, for the
special treatment of amall islands in miltinational trade
negotiations;

d) Assist small islands in developing camprehensive statistical
bases on the contrilution of services to the economy;

e) Assist in identifying sources of contributions on behalf of small
island countries to the Common Fund;

f) Review the adequacy of current export stabilization facilities
bearing in mind:
i) The recommendation of the G24 that payments of compensation

under the IMF Campensatory Facility should bear a closer relationship to the
actual size of the export shortfall;

ii) T™he need for an increase in the volume of resources and the
mmber of commodities covered under schemes for the stabilization of export

eamings; and
iii) The problems which =mall States are experiencing in
contributing to the Common Fund:

3. Erdorses the proposal calling an the Secretary-General to ensure the
effectiveness of the measures proposed herein, by establishing a special
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inter-agency task force to co-ordinate the programmes of the varicus agencies
dealing with the special problems of smail islards;

4. Accepts the Plan of Action presented in doament IC/CAR/G.25% and
directs the BCIAC/CDCC secretariat to implement same within the context of

its work programne;

5. Directs the CDCC secretariat to continue to examine the access of
the non-independent Carikbean countries to programmes and activities of the
United Naticns system, with the aim of identifying areas within that system
which could provide technical and other assistance to these countries in the
furtherance of their develcopment process;

6. Urges the secretariat to contime discussions within the United
Nations system and with other organizations and agencies an the question of
special assistance to small island countries;

7. Recuests the secretariat to report anmually on the progress of
mplementatxmofthe?lanofkctmnandmﬂxeeffortsmadetoﬂnther
sensitize the intermational commmnity to the special problems of small islard
coumntries.
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25(XT) AIMISSION OF ARUBA AS AN ASSOCIATE MEMEBER OF CDCC

The Caribbean Development and Co~cperation Oommittee,

Noting the commmication of the Goverrment of Aruba to the Executive
Secretary of the Econamic Commission for latin America and the Caribbean
requesting associate membership in the CDXC,

Aware that Aruba was admitted as an associate member of ECIAC at the
twenty-second session held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil from 20-27 April 1988,

Recalling the Constituent Declaration of the ¢DOC in which it is
recognized that the Committee can be of effective assistance to the Caribbean
comtries in their integration efforts and in the prametion of mitual
co-operation beneficial to their economic and social development,

1. Welcanes the aforementioned application of the Goverrment of Aruba;

2. Decides to admit Aruba as an associate member of the CDOC ard
welcomes its participation in the work of the Cammittee.
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26 (XI) ROLE AND FUNCTIOGNING OF THE CDCC

The Caribbean Development and Co-operation Committee,

Recalling ECIAC resolution 358(XVI), which established the Caribbean
Development and Co—operation Committee as a co-ordinating and consultative
body, relating to development and co-ordination in respect of Caribbean
issues,

Recalling further the usefulness and importance of the Caribbean
Development and Co-coperation Committee as 2 mechanism for activities of
pramotion, co-ordination and co-operation between Carikbean countries and
territories and between them and non—Carihbean developing countries,

Recognizing the necessity for member States to have their needs and
pricrities reflected in the Carikbean Development and Co-operation Committee
so that it can be an effective vehicle for Caribbean collaboration,

1. Agrees that the recommendations made by the Minister of Extermal
Affairsardlntexmtimallradeoflrmmadardmbbagoaaartgougmalman
ofCDOCarﬂmhlscapacuyasmaumanofthECARIcu{Stmﬂirgmtteeof
Ministers responsible for Foreign Affairs should, inter alia, form the basis
ofancngougrenewoftheprogr&ssaniﬂmtimlngofmcc

2. Requests the Monitoring Committee to review the implementation of
these proposals and to report its findings to member goverrments, at least
two months before the twelfth session of CDCC.
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Amex II

STATEMENT DELIVERED BY MR. SAHADEO BASDRO, MINISTER OF EXTERNAL
AFFATRS AND INTERNATICNAL TRADE OF TRINIDAD AND TORAGO
AND OUTGOING CHATRMAN OF THE CARIBEEAN DEVELOPMENT
AND CO-OPERATION COMMITTEE (CDCC), AT ITS
ELEVENTH SESSION

His Excellency the Distinguished Governmor of the United States Virgin
Islards, Mr. Alexander Farrelly,

Madame Prime Minister of the Netherlands Antilles, Mrs. Maria Liberia-Peters,
Honorable Ministers, Distinguished Delegates,

ladies and Gentlemen, -

May I, as outgoing Chairman of the Carikbean Develcpment and Co—cperation
Camittee, take this opportunity to congratulate His Excellency, Mr.
Alexarder Farrelly, in anticipation of his election as c¢hairman of the
eleventh session of the Caribbean Development ard Co-cperation Committee. It
is indeed a great pleasure for us to meet here this morning in such pleasant

i which I am sure will contribute to our fruitful deliberations,
MythaﬁcstotheGovenmentarﬂpeopleoftheUmtedStatesVungslmﬁs
for their warm hospitality and the excellent facilities which they have
provided. May I also extend my congratulations to the other members of the
Bureau and I wish to assure them of my delegation's firm support in
conducting the work of this session.

May I also take this opportunity to welcame the Executive Secretary of
the Economic Commission for Iatin America and the Caribbean (ECIAC), Mr. Gert
Rosenthal, who is attending his first CDCC session. I also extend a special
welcome to members of the delegation from Aruba, who participated at the
technical level of this session prior to their impending admission as an
associate member of the CDOC. The Goverrment of Trinidad and Tobago eagerly
loocks forward to your participation in and contribution to the wvital work of
the Cammittee.

Iadies and Gentlemen, Trinidad and Tcobago has held the Chaivmanship of
the CDCC for the last three years and is the current Chairman of the CARTOM
Standing Cammittee of Ministers of Foreign Affairs. In this dual capacity I
take the opportunity here this morming to reflect on the performance of the

As you may recall, last year the tenth session of the CDCC was held in
Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tabago, after a lapse of one year during which
time there was no meeting. It would appear that we have now reverted to our
anmual schedule of meetings and I sincerely hope that this is an indication
of positive interest in the CDCC and the role which it should play in helping
auxr members to find solutions to the variocus problems which confront us. You
may recall that at the tenth session, the Trinidad and Tobago delegation had
msedtheqtmt;mofvmetherthereluctmneofmberstoatterdthe
previous (DOC session at its originally scheduled verme was, among other
things, an indication of a negative reaction to our organization. However,
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from the level of attendance at our meeting here today, it seems cbviocus that
this is certainly not the case.

The pramotion of co-operation among its membership and particularly
behm@RIm{aMrm—CARIm{StateshasalwaysbeenaIﬁcmtmto
remain cne of the major odbjectives of the CDCC. Perhaps the record of the
Cammittee in this arsa has not been as cutstanding and successful as we would
wish. Our reaction to this should not be to neglect the CDOC. Rather it is
up to the membership to shape and mould the organization so as to make it
more responsive to cur needs and aspirations.

Iadies, Gentlemen and Fellow delegates, there seems to be a feeling that
certammaﬂ:ersoftheccmmitteehavelostmterestmthewrkofwrbody
Irﬂeedﬂ:eremthev;ewmmqmrbemﬂmtﬂlemtteehasstmyedfm
its original purpose. It is for us to reverse this perteption. For this
reason it is vital for us to address the original purpose for which the ¢cboc
was formed in 1975 largely at the initiative of the Goverrment of Trinidad
and Tobago with wide support from Caribbean govermments. It was intended, as
yo know, tobeamechanmforoo—operationarﬂco—ordinatlmofCarlbbean
concerns, Itwascmnexvadasamiquefonmtopranoteco—opemtimam:mg
Caribbean countries, both indeperdent and non-independent, in the wider Iatin
American grouping. The Comittee was designed as a direct link between
GaritbeanmmtriesardﬂaemﬁtedNatimssystanthrarghtheEcmmic
Camission for Iatin America and the Caribbean (ECIAC). It was also seen as
possessing the potential for serving as an umbrella organization for
exemining and co-ordinating positions on United Nations programmes and
policies in the Caribbean.

These were identified very early as functions which needed to be
performed particularly since no other agency or institution has been
providing Caribbean Govermments with a camprehensive overview of the plans,
policies and programmes of all the organs and specialized agencies of the
United Nations as they affected and reflected the needs of the region.

Fellow delegates, the reality is that the CDCC has not been seen to be
filling these requirements. What is therefore needed is a redirection of
perspectives.

This meeting mast be one of rededication to cbjectives. Member States
need to have their current needs and pricrities reflected in the CDOC so that
it could be an effective vehicle for Caribbean collaboration. Trinidad and
Tobago and cother CARTOM countries would like the CDCC to emphasize its role
as a co—ordination and consultation mechanism as opposed to its programme
execution functions. Teo this end, the Camittee's secretariat, in my view,
should canvene regqular inter-agency meetings as a2 means of interacting and
interfacing with United Nations organizations, including ECIAC, which may
have programmes or projects relating to or affecting the Caribbean. For
example, the CDCC should keep in close touch with the activities of agencies
such as the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), the United Nations
Enviroment Programme (UNEP), the United Nations Conference on Trade amd
Developmert (UNCTAD) and the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations (FAO) in so far as particular programmes may be of relevarnxe to the
Caribbean.
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IadiesandGentlenen,Iwculdmmlihetommmyattentimﬂ:mthe
ﬁnx:ticm.ngofthemoctoitsintemalstruMg. 'Ihefact.thattheaxx:

reporting
Subregicnal Office. In keeping with the United Nations practice for
seczetariesofmtergoverm\entalmitteas, thepostofSecretazyofthe

cmeinmmtheSecretaryofCDOCfunctims. I should make it clear at this
pointthatwhilewedomtobjecttorotatimofstaffbetweenthe
subregimnlheadqutemmportofSpainainmheadquartemmSmiago,

consideration must be given to assigning at least one other staff mesber,
possibly a programme officer, to work exclusively within the territories of
CDCC member States. Inrecognitionofthepartiwlarneedsofthecaribbean
within the Iatin American and Caribbean region, there should be an official
at the level of Deputy Executive Secretary, EBECIAC, with special
responsibility for Caribbean affairs. Such an official should be from the
English-speaking Caribbean and the cDOC Secretary should work closely with
this official once he has been appointed.




48

meetings of the Monitoring Comittee so that greater vigilance could be
exercised in overseeing the Comittee's functioning.

Iadies and Gentlemen, on another note, it has been suggested that the
scope of the work programme of the (DOC has became both unrealistic and
urmanageable. This, may I suggest is largely because of the lack of adequate
co—ordination, lack of secretariat staff and inadequate financial resources.
As I have already indicated, given the call for greater emphasis on
co-ordination and collaboration, the programme areas should be reduced and
mst reflect newly established priorities of member States. To finance these
programnes mewmber States, operating within the United Nations General
Assembly, should seek to have reintroduced a specific budget plan for CDCC
so that there is a clear identification of what resources are available to
CDCC.

b

Fellow delegates, the CDOC is an intergovermmental organization and as I
have already indicated it is up to us, the constituent members, to provide
direction to the secretariat and to make it responsive to ocur needs. The
success of any renewed effort to breathe new life into the CDCC depends to a -
large extent on the will of our governments to direct and monitor the work of
the CDCC after we have provided it with a clearly articulated set of
Caribbean priorities. As members we should always be fully cognizant of the
CDOC's existence and the role which it could play in policy plarning at
national and regional level. We must ensure that the nature and level of cur
participation at its meetings are adecquate. In brief we must become more
involved with the CDCC's day-to-day work. Those goverrments which have not
already done so should establish a national task force co-ordinated perhaps
by their Ministry of Foreign/External Affairs and identify a national focal
point to deal with CDOC matters. There is also need for more direct contact
between member States and the secretariat. This could be achieved through
consultation visits by the secretariat made to CDCC territories at least once

per year.

Iadies and Gentlemen, I have made these proposals for a rejuvenated and
resuscitated CDCC after consultations with my CARIOOM colleagues who are
fully supportive of them. I would now like the full membership present here
today to give them serious consideration when we consider Agenda Ttem 10 with
a view to their early implementation. May I reiterate that Trinidad and
Tobayo views the (OOC as an important mechanism for co—operation and
co-ordination, as well as an important link between the English and
non-English-speaking coumtries of the Caribbean. Its usefulness is beyond
question, and through it Carikbean co—operation can be made more meaningful
and redourd to the benefit of all members. I wish to reaffirm Trinidad and
Tobago's comuitment to do all within its power and to work with all other
members to set the COOC on a new path of effectiveness and success.

I thank you.
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Armnmex ITI

STATEMENT DELIVERED BY MR. GERT ROSENTHAL, EXFCUTIVE SECRETARY OF
ECIAC, TO THE CARIBBEAN DEVELOFPMENT AND CO-OPERATION
CCMMITTEE AT ITS ELEVENTH SESSION

Distinguished Goverrnor of the United States Virgin Islards,
Mr. Chairman,

Distinguished delegates,

Dear Colleagues,

Honoured gquests,

I would like to say, first of all, how pleased I am € be able to meet
with delegates of member governments of the Caribbean Development and
Co-cperation Committee. This forum offers the ECIAC Secretariat a unique
cpportunity to carry out one of o primary mandates, which consists of
pramoting internmational co—cperation; in this case, at the subregional,
regional and international levels. CDCC allows us to strengthen Caribbean
co-operation; it also is FCIAC's main vehicle to give meaning and substance
to the notion that the commwonalities between the Caribbean and the rest of
Iatin America far exceed the differences that might seem to separate them.
Furthermore, this meeting gives me a welcome opportunity to come in contact
with the leaders of the small island member States of ECIAC, and, indeed,
with some non-self-governing territories which participate actively in the
CDCOC without being full members of the United Nations system.

The United States Virgin Islands is a case in point. This Committee
plays a most valuable role in allowing participation of non-self-governing
territories in activities of the United Nations. That explains the
particular significance which we attach to the fact that this meeting is
being held in St. Croix. I would like to express to the Governor and other
authorities our appreciation for providing the splendid swrroundings and the
mary amenities that have been extended to us. I am sure that they will
contrilxite to the success of this meeting.

In the same vein, I would also like to thank the distinguished delegate
of Trinidad and Tobago, and through his good offices, the Ministry of
External Affairs and International Trade, for the contimual support provided
to CDCC and to its secretariat, especially since the Chairmanship of CDCC was
assumed.

Iast but ot least, I wish to take this opportunity to extend a sincere
welcome to Aruba, admitted as an associate member of ECIAC last April, amd
now joining this Committee.

Mr. Chairman,

You will recall that the resolution establishing CDCC included, amoryy its

mandates, the role of acting as a consultative organ of the BEwecutive

Secretary of ECIAC. I would therefore like to avail myself of this occasion
to initiate a dialogue with you regarding fundsmental develcyment issues of
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the Caribbean and how we, at ECIAC, can contribute, albeltinamdastway,
to meeting the challenges posed by those issues. Therefore, I would like to
touch, first, on the nature of those issues; and, second, on the role of

EC:[ACingeneralarﬂmocinpartic.llar.

It is indeed unfortunate, Mr. Chairman, that ocne of the commonalities
that I mentioned earlier between the Caribbean —English and non-English-
speaking countries— ard the rest of ILatin America is found in the adverse
ciramstances which have marked economic performance jin the 1980s., The
camon dencminator can be found in the intermational economy, often
compounded by difficulties of damestic origin.

It is true, of course, that the manner in which different countries
interact with external factors varies. For example, the debt issue
to be less relevant for the smaller island states than, for most of latin
America. However, depressed camodity prices, insufficient capital inflows,
aniwnertajntymthejntemtianalmmice:wimmtamomto
virtually all countries. It is therefore fair to say that small, export-
oriemted countries such as those that camprise most of CDoC, havebeen
particularly hard hit, particularly if steadily increasing population is
taken into account. The factors that explain the protracted recession in
Iatin America and the Caribbean have been amply documented by ECIAC in recent
years, and I will not dwell on this aspect. A more specific analysis of the
Erglish-speaking Caribbean can be found in the excellent study recently
campleted by the Commormealth of the CARIOM secretariats on Carikbbean
Development to the Year 2000. In confirming our own impression, that study
states: "On the whole, the standard econarmic indicators of development
performance tell a dismal tale".

The main point I would 1like to make, therefcre, is that in Iatin America,
as well as in the Caribbean, one of the imperatives of ocur times is to get
economic growth back on track, and to reinstate development as the most
important single issue in the region's agenda. Such specific topics as
improving international campetitiveness, modernizing the productive system,
improving the delivery of social services, combatting extreme poverty, amd

sustainable growth within envirormental constraints, appear to be
comnon cancerns to all our member countries, and I believe we can play a
useful role in meeting these and other challenges. We also can be respansive
to more unique development issues, such as is illustrated in the docments
brooght to this meeting regarding the very small island states amd

How ECIAC in general, and CDCC in particular, can effectively assist o
member goverrments in overcoming the dbstacles to their develomment is the
seocx‘xipoirrtthatiwmldli}mtoraise. According to the resolution that
created the Commission, or main responsibility is to assist member
govenmntsmmsnmgstarﬂardsoflwugmtheraglm We try to carry
oat this function in different ways, praoncting co-operation between
comntries, providing certain services such as technical assistance ard
tmln:mg mntorlngtheecoa'mlcperfomarneofourmmbercumtnesani
proposing solutions to specific problems. what gives ECIAC a certain
uniqueness, at least in my view, has been its ability in the past to approach
econmmic develogpment from the perspective of oaxr constituency —--lLatin
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America and the Caribbean. In other words, ECIAC has been instrumental in
bridging the gap between economic thinking and the realities of the region,
coming up with something akin to a school of econamic thought.

To be sure, we would not be =0 bold as to offer universal "blue~prints"
for development; there is no such thing, since development strategies must
takeacoamtofthepewliardmaracteristicsofead;ardeverymmtryand
adapt to contimually changing circumstances. Rather, we wish to stimulate
the debate on how to approach development, recognizing the complex and
changirng realities of the cauntries of latin America and the Caribbean, as
well as the world that surrounds them. That is why we dedicate cansiderable
resources to research and to trying to understand those diverse heterogenecus
realities, as a complement to the more action-oriented activities in ocur work
programme. '

In oarder to successfully fulfill cur mandates, the manner in which the
secretariat interacts with member govermments is extremely important. In
ECIAC, which, as you know, gathers in its fold 40 members and five associate
members from the region and from the industrialized world, the
intergoverrmental body performs the role of supreme decision-maker while the
Secretariat, as in any other international organization, acts as an executive
body entrusted with the responsibility of putting into practice the
decisions approved. This is the model we have tried to reproduce in the
Caribbean, through the intergovernmental forum gathered here today, serviced
by our secretariat, whose Caribbean expression, urder the able leadership of
Mr. Clyde Applewhite, is our Office in Port of Spain.

This brings me, then, to camment on how we perceive the role of CDXC, as
a permanent subsidiary body of ECIAC, ard as a subregional forum in its own
right. It is useful to recall that according to the rules of procedure, the
Committee's main function is to act as a co-ordinating body for whatever
activities relating to development and co-cperation may be agreed woen. This
means that you, the member goverrments, have the ultimate say in defining
priorities and orienting the secretariat's actions and work programme. It is
up to us, the secretariat, to exercise ocur right of taking initiatives and
formlating proposals that would hopefully help shape your orientations, and
subsequently it is also up to us to try to carry them out. We are very
sensitive to the fact that the most efficiemt and successful
institutionalized undertakings in the intermational realm are those where the
executive body responds closely to the interests of the member goverrments.

In this respect, I feel that we are re-definirng CDOC's role —or at least
putting it in sharper focus-- with each meeting. As a broad concept,
including the realm of fostering co-gperation between the Caribbean and the
rest of Iatin America, this forum is cur most important Psounding board® to
introduce the Caribbean concernms in ECIAC's overall work programme and to
think constructively of specific actions to pramote co-operation amd enhance
ocamecn interests., As a pluralistic forum, it offers us the opportimity to
carry out activities to strengthen intra-Carihbean co—operation in a wide
spectrum of issues, which on this particular occasicn are broadly defined in
the agenda and the supporting documentation prepared for this meeting.
Finally, (DCC bemefits as a forum from the fact that it includes among its
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arrangements, such as the Caribbean Commmnity and the Organization of Eastern
Caribbean States, which, incidentally our secretariat stands ready to assist
in any way possible. The latter countries can act in the context of CDXC on
the basis of their coammon interests to became a catalyst for new initiatives,
strengthening vital links of intra-Caribbean collaboration.

It could be argued that the heterogeneocus nature of CDOC inhibits its
adequate functioning. However, we feel, quite to the contrary, that
heterocgeneity has positive aspects. The Caribbean is still an area richly
quilted by linguistic, racial, cultural and economic diversity, from which
emanates mach of the subregion's originality and vitality. fThere cbvicusly
are not simple formulas which can be uniformly applied to the diverse
of countries that are members of CDCC. Heterogeneity is, after all, the price
-of universality, which is also one of the most outstanding qualities of the
United Nations. In fact, the diverse nature of CDCC callg for practical amd
relevant proposals for limited co-operation, rather than grandiocse schemes
for total co-ordination, whose prospects of success are less than promising.

I do not wart to leave the impression, however, that carrying out all of
CDCC's resolutions is a matter of our carrying out your command. There are,
for example, same real constraints which can limit the effectiveness both of
CDCC as a forum and that of the secretariat. Same fall in the category of
the colloquial phrase of "biting off more than one can chew", others respond
to the wise Whitehall dictum that any experditure proposal should be
acconpanied by the identification of the source to finance it.

As to the first matter as all of you know, the tasks of the United
Nations have exparded exponentially in the past decades. This has led, among
other phenomena, to a clamor for greater coherence, as well as for the
adoption of universal programmes. Such a trend, in turn, may exert same
pressure on this Comittee to tackle all the activities presently being
covered by the United Nations system, which clearly would strain the
secretariat's capacity to respond and ultimately weaken CIXX. It seems to be
more fruitful to act within the domain of the partial and thus of the
possible.

Regarding the second matter, as you all know, financial constraints today
constitute the dominant trait of the functioning of the United Rations. In
this respect, the Port of Spain Office of ECIAC has been adversely affected
although to a scmewhat lesser degree than ECIAC in its entirety, which in
turm has suffered relatively less than United Nations Headquarters. I have
had an opportunity to discuss the staffing implications of this wmatter
recently in an interchange of correspordence with the Chairman of CDOC;
oopies of which, I understand, have been circulated among all the members.
For this reason, rather than try and fulfill overly ambitious mandates, we
are cambining realistic work programmes with an  intense search for
alternative resources. I hope that member goverrments will assist us in this
endeavour since donor agencies urderstandably require that their rescurces
be dedicated to satisfy priority needs of the region. Conrete examples
might be emhanced, training activities pramcted by the ECTAC Port of Spain
Office as well as a more concerted effort in improving the preparation of
macroeconomic indicators in all CDOC member countries.
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At any rate, I would like to reaffirm the secretariat's comitment to
respondtoycurcmnermtothe_bestofwrability. The work programme of
the ECIAC Port of Spain Office is dedicated exclusively to this subregion
and, to a large degree, to supporting CDOC's activities. That Office now
cazri&sartitsflm:timswithanpledelegatimofauthoritym

Mr. Chairman,

ofmakingd:OCmrerespmmivatomeetirgttmeismes, will contrilnte to
the'dialoguetomidiIreferredatthebegi:mhqofmystatmm. It is
ﬂnm:gh'SLmhanhiterdaangeofViavsﬂxatthiseIMhsessimofMCan
lead to the definition of a relevant work programme.

hurdles to development. I believe that this Committee and ECIAC can play a
highly constructive role in contributing to that end. ' o '

Thank you.
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