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Except for jute, it should be pointed out that these

comnmodities are produced in the extractive type of activity
dominant in the Basin. Only in the Brazilian State of Para is
agriculture of any import=znce.

Jute production has increased in the Brazilian Amszonia
fron 3 metric tons in 1938 to 9000 matric tons in 1947. The
latter figure is one-third of Brazilian consumption. Gfforts are
being made to further increase production but nrc¢ limited by the
shortage of cheap labour, Fruit production is important in the
Peruvian section connectced to Lima, and stock raising in the
Mattogrosso Plateau (Brazil),

Furthermore, sever:zl crops for local consumption are now
being raised. Thesc include cotton, sugarcane, rice, manioc,

legumes, fruits and a few vegetables, Manioc is mill:d into
“farinha" and is the ataple food of the Basin. Fish and gamne supply
essential preteins,

It is believed th2t the Basin t<rritoriecs could support a
considerable influx of settlers and could produce raw materials |
and foodstuffs for vxport and domustie consumption, Scveral efforts
have been made by th: differunt zovcernments to settle the Basin,
but their success has becn limited both by ccologic and economic
factors,

Temperature, rains ~nd relative hurddity arz tropical both
in the aAmazon Valley proper and in the higher lands 2long the
eastern slopes of the indes and in the several low mountain ranges
of western Brazil, Scasonal floods rendesr l-nds 2long the
riverbanks uscloss for purﬁanent agriculture, and inadequate
drainage and heat make the soils of the intorior lands excessively
acid, Even the larger streams are 1liable to open new courses, and
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It is estimated that the totzl cost of holding a conference

the Hylean area would be 78,500 US dollars, of which 43,500 US

dollars would be for preparation,




