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1. The Economic and Soc ia l Coimcil refer red  (document E/1045) 

to the Econoinic Commission for  La t in f ae r i e  a f-jr  " i t s a n a l y s i s 

and c o n s i d e r a t i o n , i n c o n s u l t a t i o n where app rop r i a t e with the 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l I n s t i t u t e of  t he Kylean Amazon, the proposa l of 

the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of  Peru for  an Economic Conference  of  the 

Amazon iîasin Coun t r i e s " . 

2. The /imanou Basin i s t h e regi on l y ing in c e n t r a l South 

America from  5° N t o 19° S l a t i t u d e and from  45° W t o 76° tf 

l o n g i t u d e . The es t imated area of  t h e bas in i s 2 .3 m i l l i o n square 

mi les and i nc ludes t e r r i t o r i e s i n Venezuela, Colombia, Ecuador, 

Peru, Bo l iv i a and, mainly, i n B r a z i l . Except for  Ecuador and 

Venezuela, t h e s e t e r r i t o r i e s are the l a r g e s t and a l s o t he l e a s t 

populated in each country . 

The Basin a t t a i n e d importance in the 189C-1910 period 

when i t enjoyed a monopoly of  rubber product ion . After  1910 t he 

dec l i ne in rubber p r i ces and the l ack of  any o t h e r equ iva len t cash 

product impeded development, except i n t h e h igher lands of  Peru 

and a few  i s o l a t e d s e t t l emen t s along t h e main s t reams. During the 

l a s t war, e x p l o i t a t i o n of  i t s resources was promoted by n a t i o n a l 

and in te rgovernmenta l o rgan i za t i ons with t h e r e s u l t t h a t t h e Basin 

con t r ibu ted s t r a t e g i c a l m a t e r i a l s - mainly rubber and carnauba 

wax - t o t he war e f fo r t .  Although rubber product ion decreased 

a f t e r  the war because of  the d e c l i n e i n p r i c e s , t h e Basin now 

produces o the r commodities which i t can ship t o n a t i o n a l and 

world markets . The most important are carnauba wax, rotenone, 

j u t e , t agua nu t s , hardwoods, B r a z i l nuts and s k i n s of  wild 

/ an ima l s . 
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Except for  jute , i t should be pointed out that those 

commodities are produced in the extract ive type of  a c t i v i t y 

dominant in the Basin. Only in the Brazi l ian State of  Para i s 

agriculture of  any importance. 

Jute production has increased in the Brazi l ian Amazonia 

from  3 metric tons in 1938 t o 9000 metric tons in 1947. The 

l a t t e r f igure  i s one-third of  Brazi l ian consumption. Efforts  are 

being made to further  increase production but aro l i n i t e d by the 

shortage of  cheap labour. Fruit production i s important in the 

Peruvian sect ion connectcd to Lima, and stock ra i s ing in the 

Mattogrosso Plateau ( B r a z i l ) , 

Furthermore, several crops for  loca l consumption are now 

being ra i sed . These include cotton, sugarcane, r i c e , manioc, 

legumes, f ru i t s  and a few  vegetables . Manioc i s mil led in to 

"farinha"  and i s the s taple food  of  the Basin, Fish and game supply 

e s s e n t i a l prote ins . 

I t i s bel ieved thrt the Basin t e r r i t o r i e s could support a 

considerable influx  of  s e t t l e r s and could produce raw materials 

and foodstuffs  for  export and domestic consumption. Several e f forts 

have b^en made by thï different  governments to s e t t l e the Basin, 

but t h e i r success has been l imited both by ecologic and economic 

fac tors . 

Temperature, rains -nd r e l a t i v e hurddity ara t rop ica l both 

in the Amazon Valley proper and in the higher lands along the 

eastern s lopes of  t he Andes and in the several low ¡rtountain ranges 

of  western Braz i l . Seasonal floods  render 1-nds along the • 

riverbanks u s e l e s s for  permanent agricul ture , and inadequate 

drainage and heat make the s o i l s of  the i n t e r i o r lands e x c e s s i v e l y 

a c i d . Even the largor streams are l i a b l e to open new courses , and 
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continuously changing sandbars make navigation hazardous outside 

of  the main streams. 

Any plan for  the development of  the Basin should take in to 

account the ecologic factors  and t h e i r e f f ec t s  on man as a major 

obstac le to se t t lement . Their importance as such i s s t res sed by 

the fact  that in sp i t e of  avai lable maritime transport, s imi lar 

regions across the Andes, in the Paci f ic  seaboard and in the 

At lant ic coast of  Brazi l have remained under-developed and 
i 

underpopulated. 

The region i s handicapped by i t s mediterranean pos i t ion and 

by the fact  that South America has been s e t t l e d along the maritime 

sec t ions and the high Andean plateaux. In Brazi l and Peru, for 

instance , the Basin areas averaged, in 1940, 0 . 4 and 1 .2 inhabitants 

per square kilometer, while othur areas averaged 10 ,7 and 12.5 , 

r e s p e c t i v e l y . Moreover, the purchasing power of  the population in 

most of  these t e r r i t o r i e s seems too low at present to pay for  the 

high cost of  transport involved .in the few  cases where production 

between the Amazon Basin and other areas i s complementary, 

3 . The Secretary-General submitted t o the Seventh Session of 

the Economic an Socia l Council (E/826/^dd.l) an estimate of  the 

cos t of  preparing for  and holding an Economic Conference  of  the 

Amazon Basin countr ies . The cost of  the conference  i t s e l f ,  if  held 

at Lake Success, was estimated at US 5,000 do l lars plus 43,500 US 

dol lars for  preparatory work or a t o t a l of  48,500 US d o l l a r s . I t i s 

assumed in t h i s case that the material prepared for  the Conference 

would deal with certa in major economic problems of  the area and i t s 

general development; that the spec ia l i zed agencies concerned and 

the International I n s t i t u t e of  the Hylean Amazon would part i c ipate 

f u l l y  in the preparatory work; and that the Economic Commission 

for  Latin America would be c l o s e l y associated with the projec t , 

/ I t i s estimated 




