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The Programme of Social Research on Population Problems Relevant to
Population Policies in Iatin Americe constitutes & joint effort of a number
of the region’s research centres,ﬁhiéh,'with the support of several donor
agencies, undertook the task of promotingband carrying out social inter-
disciplinery research on those relations between population and development

deemed more relevant for the formulation of population policies.

The Programme’s general objective is to promote and conduct interdisci-
plinary social research on the relations between population and development so .
as to produce the scientific information necessary for the formulgtion of

population policies &s a part of global development strategies,

The Programme has been structured on the basis of four functicnally

differentiated elements:

lember Centres

Associate Centres

L)

Programme Committee
Central Unit

do.td.b

2/

A, The Vember Centres™

These are the group of research centres that integrated the Programme
through invitation to do so, issued by the Organizing Comuittee on its first:
meeting (September 27-29, 1971) held in Santiago, Chile.

Besides undertaking research activities in the framework of the Programme’s
objectives, these Centres participate, through their representation in the

Programme Committee, in the overall tesk of administrating the Programme.

1/ See Annexe 1, Programa de Investigaciones Sociales sobre Problemas de
Poblacibn releventes para Politicas de Poblacidén en América Latina (PISPAL).

2/ Por a list of the Member end Associate Centres, see Annexe 2: Social
Research Programme on Population Problems Relevant to Population Policies
in Iatin America: Progzress Report (Mexico: June 1974).
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B. The Asscciate Centres

Centres that either do not include population studies as & mejor concern
in their own programmes, or have only limited capabilities fo fully assume
the commitments of the former category, mey join the Programme as Associate
Centres, at their request to .do so or when invited to collaborate in specific
research projects. In that caepacity they become a2 part of the networkAof
sctivities end informetion erising from the development of PISPAL’s activities.

C. The Progremme Committee ' .

The Progrerme Committee has been‘set-up as a working group of the
Population. .and Development Commission of the Iatin Americen Council of Social
Sciences (Comisién de Poblacién vy Desarrollo del Consejo Iatinoemericano de
Ciencias Soéiales;'CIACSO). Representatives of each Member Centre, the
Secretary of CLACSO’s Populetion and Development Commission end the Coordinetor
of the Centrel Unit meke up this Committee. This body is responsible both to
the funding agencies end the region’s scientific community for the direction
end supervision of the Programme. i '

D. The Central Unit

The Centrel Unit is located at CEIADE’s headquerters. It consiasts of a
multidisciplinary team of sociel scientists, all financed by UNFFA as' UN staff

members.

The United Netions is directly involved in the Centrel Unit through '
CELADE, which participates in the programme in & double cepacity, es member
centre and host to the Central Unit. The director of CEIADE has beén
delegated by the Programme Committee with the responsability of selecting
the staff for thet teem as well as of directing end supervising its ectivities.

The functions entrusted to the Central Unit are:

2) to undertéke studies and research related to the subject matter of

the Programme;

b) to spread out lmowledge génerated by the reseérch undertaken by the
participant centres, end prepare bibliographies end inventories of

‘pertinent date;




) 3 (

¢) to render techniecel assistance to centres participating in . the

Programme;

d) to advise centres participating in the Programme on- the formulation
of research projects tending to link the. general fields cf research
defined by the Programme with specific features of the countries in

the region;

e) to establish assistance agreements with international organizations
and governmental es well as academic institutibﬁé, with previous
authorization from the Programme Committee and in the last two cases
with further eppreval and eventual collaboration of the respective

nationel centres;

f) to organize meetings end seminars es the Programme Committee may decide
for the design of projects or sub-projects, discussion of research

reports and its findings;

g) to receive and administrate finasncial resources in ‘its capacity as
Technical Coordinating Secretariat of the Programme, gs the Programme
Committee may decide, according to instructions from the latter and,

h) in general, to act as Technical Coordineting Secretariat of the

Programme.

Furthermore, it is expected that the Central Unit will participate in all
those activities of CELADE which are relevant to the Progremme’s objectives

and to the Central Unit’s specific functions in it.
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2. Supporting information

- Iz accordencé with the programme objectives and the functions entrusted
to it, the Central Unit has cerried out e number of ectivities with respect
to researcl, dissemination of information’ relating te-the Programme, technical
assistance to participating as well as non participating centres, workshops

end seminers,

A, Définition'of research priorities

Given the very broad spectrum of subjects which might legitimally be
defined as relevant for population policies, the first task of the Central
Unit was to provide criteria for.defining that spectrum more precisely and

establishing research priorities.. This was done through different steps.

The first decision was to make an inventdry"bf"social scieﬁce research
relevant to population policies, in all “those countries where member centres
are located. The Central Unit was madé responsible for-providing with the
commort framework necessary to collect and ¢lassify ‘the information; for editing
and complementing the work done by the centres, and for publishing the

inventories,

In part parallel to the previous activities, but partly based on them,
a critical review of ‘the literature on population policies and on the relation-
ship between population and development; so as'to accumulate and integrate

previous knowledge, was done,

In connection with this review, the Central Unit started to work on a
diagrosis of the relations existing between some aspects of the Latin American
development and the dynamics of population within the region.

The critical review and the diagnostic studies allowed the Central Unit
to define the three research areas of the Programme: agricultural development
and population dynamics; urbanization, industrialization and population;

political structure and population policies.é/

3/ See Annexe 3: Programme of Social Research on Population Problems Relevant
to Population Policies in Iatin America, Addendum to the Programme proposal
of Activities 1975-76-77, Santiago, Chile: Noviembre, 1574.
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Those specifications made »nogsible the avplication of more sharnly
defined criteria in the evaluation of the research nrojects requesting financ-
ing during the period larch 1975-liarch 1976. This, on its turn, brought as
a consequence that only three out of 19 of those projects were accepted, while
9 were given the chance to be re-~submitted once specified and adapted to the

priority areas, and seven were rejected.

With the view to start collecting informaticn useful for the comparative
projects described below, the Central Unit initiated during 1975, and is now
engaged in, a couple of exploratory studies based on secondary and census data.
These refer to social factors related to population concentration (using mostly
Argentinian data) and agrarian structure, urban settlements systems and popula-
tion dynamics (vased mainly on Chilean and Central American data). The adegquacy
of different theoretical approaches and techniques for the empirical analysis
of those problems is being explored, so as to determine their feasibility for
comparative purposes and improve the technical assistance which the Central

Unit provides to the Centres;i/

B, Dissemination of information relating to the Programme

5/

documents presenting the findings from its substantive activities, and the

The Central Unit has published a brochure describing the project, several
Inventory of Social Science Research Relevant to Population Policies (those on
Chile and Mexico are being distributed, while those on Argentina, Colombia

and Brazil are now in press).

Pinally, eleven new documents are now being revised for publication
during 1975.5/ i

4/ See Annexe 4: Unidad Central PISPAL, Investigaciones y actividades durante
1975.

5/ See Annexe 1.

6/ See Annexe 4.
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C. Technical Assistance

The Central Unit has advised several Centres (E1 Colegio de léxico; Pro~
grama de Ciencias Scciales, CSUCA; ASCOVYALL; CILSU, Uruguay; CiDIY, Brazil;
CEWEP, Argentina; CELADE, Population Policies Sector) that have asked for its
essisfance specially in relation with the preparing of research projects and,
gometimes, with their implementation. : In some opportunities these requests
of assistance have originated in research centres which are not institutionally
participating in DPISPAL, as it is for example the case of the Centro Paraguayo
de Estudios Socioldégicos. ~~ ' o

. Also, members of the Central Unit have been asked to participate in
educational programmes leading to undergraduate and graduate degrees in subjects
concerned with population and development in different academic centres or

universities in the region.

Furthefmore,‘the professionele of the Central Uhit_have particibated in
CELADEs technical assistance to goverrments in the area, specially in the
fields of population distribution, demographic-economic models and urban

services and infraestructure.

D, VWorkshops, seminars and meetings

Two seminars have been organized by the Central Unit and a %amber Centre,
One on Agrarian Structure and Development, w1th El Coleglo de Méx1co (Mex1co,
25 t0 30 November 1974) and another on Political Structures and Populatlon
Policies, with CEIADE (Santiago, 26 to 30 May 1975).

Duiing 1975 major effofts have been devoted to the organization of
worshops on: Urban structure, Urbanization and Population Dynamics, to be held
in Santiago from 20 to the 22 of August; Agrarian Structure and Population
Dynamics, to be held in Santiago in September, 1975; and Political Structure

-
and Population Policies, also to be held in Santiago during that same. month.~

Z/ See Annexe 4.
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Aside from all the organizational arrangements, the Central Unit is
areparing the main discussion napers to be presented tc these workshons,
dealing with a definition of the problem area, a framework for the develon-
ment of new research projects, suggestions to increase the comparability of

the data, and procedures to better integrate the findings.

Besides seminars and workshops organized by the Central Unit, its meubers
have actively participated in the meetings of the CLACSO working groups on

Internal lHgration and on Human Repnroduction.
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3. York Plan for 1976-77

In June 1974, the Programme Committee presented to the donor agencies of
PISPAL the tentetive Progremme of Activities for 1975, 76 and 77, together with

a formal request for financial support for this seco'nd‘stagea8

his programme which is now officialiy under way,.contemplates a substantial
increase in research sctivities and the creation of the conditions 5till needed
to fulfill the objectives of PISPAL, | ‘

The Work Flan for the Central Unit is in accordence with that Programme of
Activities and with the role that its functions end its institutional location

give to this team in the Latin Americen Regional Population Programme.

The Work Plan comprises: research activities, disseminetion of information
relating to the Programme, training and technical assistance, and workshops and

seminars.
A, Research.

The activities regarding research are oriented to attain the fullest possible
integration of all research projects into coordinated and comperative programmes
within the three research areas: Agricultural Development and Population Dynemics;
Urbanization, Industrialization and Population, end Political Structure and

Population Policies.

With that purpose, the Central Unit has been requested by the Programme

Committee to coordinate the research projects now under way, so as to ensure that:

a) they sre integrated into a research strategy which allows for coping
gradually and systematically with those problems deemed crucial for the
development of scientifically based population policies within each

country, and

b) the potential of their findings for theory building and comparative

purpose ig exploited fully.

& See Annexe 5: Programme of Social Research on Population Problems Relevant
to Population Policies in Letin America: Tentative Programme of Activities
end 3Budget 1975-76-77, llexico: June 1974. Also, Annexe 3.
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Ag it is explained below, workshops are the main vehicles through which
these purposes are expected to be achieved. All the activities related to them
should crystallize in the proposal of comparative projects to be carried out
during 1976~77. The approved Programme of Activities for 1975-76-77 has not
gpecified which those projects will be, but in general terms itis expectea that

they edopt two different forms:

a) projects which are the direct outcome‘of_the workshops. These projects
will be centered on the prior;ty areg covéred by the specific workshop
and their comparability will result from having chosen a common research
problem and having agreed upon thé general methodology to be used, rather
that from following the same fesearch design or using the same instruments.
In other works, this type of comparafive project is built upon specific
subprojects which keep their indi&iduality, but which afe.coordinated

and their findings integrated by the Central Unit.

b) comparative projects in which the Central Unit chooseg the problem,
prepares the reseuarch design, selects the countries to be covered,
builds the instruments to be uszd and determines the analysis to be
done, all this then being suggested to possible perticipating centres.
As in the previous type, these projects will involve social sciences
centres from selected countries and the enalysis will be partially done
by them; the respbnsability for coordinating the project as well as for

the comparative analysis of the déta, will remain with the Central Unit.

Three projects of tha first typé are plahned for the period 1976-77, one
for each besic priority area. »in the area of agricultural deveiopment and
population dynamics; it is pianned to integrate the individual brojects already
being financed by PISPAL, or that might be financed in the future, dealing with
the impact of different mcdalities of agricultural development on rural employment
and on rural migration (both intrarural end rural-urban). The following finenced
projects will be included in this cooperative effort: "Demographic changes in
different agricultural socico-economic contexts of ilexico” (CEEDf El Colegio de
México); "Socio-economic characterization of the rural areas of Argentina"
(CEUR, I.T.T); "Development end agrarian structure in Brazil" (CEBRAP); "Population
rural development and migration in Central America" (Progrema Centroamericano de
Ciencias Sociales, CSUCA); "Population dynamics: the case of the Uruguayan rural
sector' (CIESU).



) 10 ¢

A first integrated progress repors on this project is planned to be

- finished by the end of 1976, but its very nature mekes it impossible to start
working on. the finel report until the individuwal projects are finished. Because
of this 1t is not enticipated thet it will be prepared earlier then 1977..

1In the area of urbanization, industrializetion and population, the ﬁaln.
effort to integrate findings will be centered on the relationships existing
between different urben settlement systems, the urban social stratification
gtructure and the rates of natursl growth of the urben population. The studies
on "Urben system, urben structure end marginality: the Bragzilian case" (CEBRAP);
"The insertion of the Argentinian working class in the economic structure: 1952-
1972" (CEZUR, T.T.T); "figration end heelth" (ASCOFAME) are the three presently
finenced projects which at this momert are more relevant for those integrating
purposes. It is expected that the coming workshop on the subject will bring
as an outcome the formulation of new projects which might.enrich both the number

of countries included end the analyses done.

Because most of the 1ndiv1dual proaects partlclpatlng in this cooperative
effort w1ll start in 1976 no 1ntegrated report is planned until 1977.

‘In the priority area dealing with the study of politicel structures and
population policies, comparative research will deVelop elong the lines of

" resedrch suggested by the recent Seminsr on the subject matter of this area.

On that basis, comperative research in this subject area will be carried
on through a project in which the core is mede up by two speclflc and closely

1nterrelated research problems that can be summarized as follows.

a) for different societies in.ILetin Americd, what are the relationships
that can-be established between sets of policies that define different
~strategies of national development (i.e. policies of industrialization,
agrarian reform, urbanization, employment and so),'the structural features
of socio-economic development and the demographic dynemic¢s of. these

national societies;

b) for the same cdses, what are the relationships that can be established
between the political processes of policy making at the State level
(phases, agents and'issues), and the viability of population policies

integrated into nationel strategies of planned developméht.
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Two projects already being fimanced by PISPAL (CCRP "Development policies

" and spatial distribution of the population in selected Latin American countries";
CEIADE, "Development strategies and population policies in ILatin America’) will
‘ellow to further specify some of the relationships involved in this comparative
analysis. DBegides, it is expected that the»ﬁezt workshop in this priority area
will increase the number of projects to be submitied for financial support next
year. Thus, an integrated repcrt of this comparative project should not be

expected before 1977.

One comparative project of the second type is planned for the period 1976-
1977. The work advanced by the Central Unit during 1975 has allowed to make
some preliminary specification as to what the research problem will be and the

countries to be covered.

With regard to the first point, it was considered desirable for the problem
to cut across the three priority areas, so as to complement aﬂdlhelp in the
integration of findihgs from the first type of projects. Teking this into
account, it was decided to study on a comparative basis the interrelations
existing between regional investment policies (both of productive activities and
services), settlement pstterns of the rural as well as the urban population,
differential access to sef#ices, and natural growth determimants of the rural

and semi-rural population.

- As to the countries toAbe covered, a final selection will be made amcng the
following: Veneszuela, Colombia, DBcuador, Peru, Bolivia and Paraguay. Several
congsiderations were taken»into sccount to mske that prelimirary selection: in
the‘firstbplace, with the'only exceptioh of Bolivia, a country with the highest
morta;it&lcf the region, the populatibh of these countries is growing at rates
higher than the regional average. In the second place, with the exception of
Colombia and Venezuela, they all are less urbanized than the TLatin Americen
average. The two exceptions are countries where the urbanization prccess has
been very fast during the last decade, thus meking them particularly relevant

for the purposes intended.
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" Trom aﬁother'point of view, it was also teken into acccunt the need %o
obtein;mo;e iﬁformation relevant for>population‘policies-from'those countries
which, for various reasons, are &t the moment poorer on this respect. 3By
concentratlng on those countries; not only the scope of comparable 1nformation
w1ll be con51derab1y widened for scientific purposes, but also thelr vovernments
will have & firmer besis for choosing smong elternstive policies, end thelr

research centres will be strengthened.

- Final decisions as to a sharper definition of the research problem and the
>eountries and centres to be included will be taken during the second semegter of
1975. It is planned that the process of data collection will be initiated in the
Pirst semester of 1976, end thet the amalysis as well as a general interpretation
of the findings will be finished during 1977.

'B. Disseminstion of information releting to the Programme.

With the purpose of disseminating the lmowledge accumulated through the
different research activities undertaken within PISPAL, the Programme Committee
has deemed of utmost importance to(launch:and editoriel programme. Thig programme
will be of special significence in the effort'of reachinb policy mokers at
different levels and of putting et their disposal the findings end results which
are thought to contribute to the necessary sclentlflc support of their work:

Therefore during 1976-77 the Progremme aims at publlshlng throuoh the Central
Unit the reports of the different research progects, as they are completed 80
that their results become known to prof3351onals and students in’ the social
sciences, to civil servants at de0151on-mak1ng levels in the area of population
policies and -to interested public opinion. L1kew1se, the Central Unit aims at a
wide .diffusion of those documents prepared in or for the workéhbpé’and seminars.

- Three books are ﬁlanned‘to be published during 1976:

1. Desarrollo Agricola y Dinémica Poblacional (Agriculturai Detelopment end
Population Dynamics), including a selection of the papers presented to
the PISPAL Seminar on the subject;

2. Egtructura Politiea y Politicas de Poblacién (Political structures and
population policies), a selection of the papers presented to the PISPAL

Seminar on the same subject;
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3. Ima Investigacidn en Ciencises Sociales y las Politicas de Poblacidn (Soeial
Science Research and Population Policies), now being prepared by the

"Central Unit.
For the moment, only two books are planned to be published in 1977:°

1.  Urbanigacibén, Estructura Urbana y Dindmica Poblecional (Urbsnization, Urban
Structure and Populstion Dynamics), o selection of the papers to be presented

to the Semimar on the subject;

2. Migracién y Desarrollo Agricola (Ifigration and Agricultural Devalopment)
based on the final integrated report of the comparstive research on the

subject.

Furthermore, it is expected that the Central Unit will coordinate the

publication of directly publish during 1976-77 the following series:
a) reports on research projects undertaken by Member or Associate Centres
within the frame of PISPAT;

b) documents on theoretical and methodological apprbaches in the social

scilences as applied to population studies;
c) documents released by the Central Unit;
d) documents and reports from the Semimars; .

e) a periodical prepared by the Central Unit to report on the progress of

the activities related to the Programme in Latin America.

C. Training and Techmical Asgistance.

Training

The training activities of the Centrel Unit during 1976-77 will be centered
in the pafticipatiOn of its members in the tfaining programue of CEIADE in its
different levels, as well as in those courses related to population end developmunt
offered by centres and universities in the area in which the Unit’s ecllaboretion

is requested.
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Technical Assigtance

In sccordance with the functions defined for the Central Uait, the technicel
gsgistance activities it will carry out during 1976 and 1977 can be grouped as

follows::

‘a) technical assistance given to centres (participating or not-participating
in the Progrﬂmme), to intermational organization and to govermment agencies,
at their direct request to the Central Unit, end

b) technical assistence given by one or more members of the Central Unit as
part of the activities thet in this respect are conducted under ECIA’s
Regional Population Programme.

Lending technical assistance by the Central Unit -to govermment and inter-
national agencies . in the region, in the context of the second group of activities
mentioned above, becomes & resl possibility through its direct operational relation
with CEIADE, specially now that this Centre is integrated in-the ECIA system,

9/

D. Workshops and seminars.=

Workshops

Ca

In order to achieve the reséérchrpurpdses described above, thréeryeariy
workshops have been progremmed, in which resesrchers of Member Centres,
Associated Centres and Guest Centres, will meet with one or ‘severel of:the,
following purposes:

e) compere end enalyze the different theoretical -end methodologicel
epproaches suggested by the Central Unit‘dr by réseéréhers who are
already active or who intend to initiate studies on subject in the
research areas which fall within the scope of the Programme so as to

' allow a level of coordination conduclve to a more systematlc approach
to the ccrresponding fleld of study and 1n the long run, to an 1ntegra-

tlon of the results obtalned-

b) prepare end coordinate comparative research;

9/ See Annexe 5.
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c) Prepare research projects in which two or mors centres jointly emclyze

the same problem {cooperative research):

d) review the progress of projects which have been undertalten using the

coordination mechonism afforded by the workshops, and

e) examine progress attained by the Central Unit in the study of different

aspects of the research areas.

One workshop will be held yearly for each of the three basic research areas

already mentioned, Those to be held in 1976 will be particulerly concerned with:

a) approving a coordineted research programme for each of the priority areas;

b) agreeing on the steps to be followed so as to gradually end sistematically

analyze the different research problems in 2ll countries involved;
c) discussing the analyses made asnd suggesting further analyses of the data;

a) determining the procedure to be followed so as to make available for
secondary enalysis by the Central Unit the data which are being gathered

in the different projects.

The workshops during 1977 will be devoted to revisw the work done in each
basic research area, examine the progress made by the Central Unit in the
integration of the different findings, evaluate their implications for popula~

tion policies, and decide on the publications to be made.
Seminars

In addition to the workshoprs, the Central Unit will organize yearly seminars
during 1976~1977. While participants in the former are researchers from lMember
and Associate Centres engaged in projects financed by the Programme, the work-
shops thus having an intermal character,in the Seminars, other highly qualified
professionals, from Latin America or otherwise, will also be invited to
participate. Accordingly, this type of scientific meetings will be concerned
with:

a) enabling researchers involved in the Programme to obtain information on
the progress achieved by reviewing a given field of knowledge which has

a direct interest for the Programme;
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o b)-giving regearchers involved in the Prozramme the opportunity to participate
in discussions in order to compare their theoretical and methodological
approaches with those suggested by other researchers in other regions or

in Tetin America, who are not directly involved in the Programme, end

,Q) facilitating the presentation and discussion of reports onvresearqh

projects completed.

A Seminar on Urban Structure, Urbanization and Population Dynamics is planned
to take place during.1976'~ It is also planned that ?y the end of 1977 a Seminar
on the genersl problem area covered in the comparative reééaréh conducted by the
Central Unit will be organiszed.
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4, Project covering UNFPA contribution

(RTA~72/P13 PISPAL)

1976 1977
Components n/m 4 n/m s

10 Project Personnel

11 Experts

11-01 Senior Researcher 12 31.295 12 31.920

11-02 Senior Researcher 12 34.930 12 35.630

11-03  Junior Researcher 12 25.260 12 25.765

11-04 Junior Researcher 12 28.765 12 29.340

11-05 Junior Researcher 12 23,485 12 23.955

11-09 Assistant Researcher 12 16.035 12 16.355

11-99 Subtotal 72 159.770 12 162.965

13 Administrative Support Persommel 33,000 33%.000
19 Component Total T2  192.770 72 195,965
99 GRAND TCTAL 72 192.770 Zg 195.965

e s






