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GENERAL DISCUSSION 

The CHAIRMAN i n v i t e d the ch i e f o f the Economic 

Development T ra in ing Programme to in t roduce the r epo r t on 

the programme (E/CN.12/376). 

I r . AHUMADA, Chief o f the Programme, summarized the 

r e p o r t , s t a t i n g that i t s main purpose was t o prepare 

p r o f e s s i o n a l s who could co -o rd ina t e the v iews of s p e c i a l i s t s 

in d i f f e r e n t f i e l d s i n t o an i n t e g r a t e d economic development 

programme. 

The Lat in-Amer icans graduated from the Programme had 

done commendable work in t h e i r own count r i e s and in i n t e r n a t i o n a l 

o r g a n i z a t i o n s and the f a c t that f i v e of them were d e l e g a t e s t o 

the s ixth 'ECLA Conference was a proof o f r e c o g n i t i o n on the 

part o f t h e i r governments. . 

One o f the handicaps found in t r a i n i n g was the l ack 

o f l i t e r a t u r e , but the sponsoring o r gan i z a t i ons had undertaken 

t o surmount tha t d i f f i c u l t y by prepar ing ad hoc m a t e r i a l . He 

mentioned as an instance a manual on the prepara t i on and 

e va lua t i on o f investment p r o j e c t s which would be ready in 

about s i x months and would be o f use a l l over the wo r l d . 

Another problem connected wi th the course was i t s 

l i m i t e d s i z e ; only 12 t o 14 persons could be t r a i n e d g i v en 

the research f a c i l i t i e s e x i s t i n g at present in ECLA. As a 

s o l u t i o n an in tens i ve - programme.of th r e e months durat ion 

would be o f f e r e d in an exper imenta l way in Bogotá from September 

t o December. I f s u c c e s s f u l , i t would be f o l l o w e d by s i m i l a r 

courses e l sewhere . / ,, , / Although the 
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Although the g r a d u a t e s ' work had been s a t i s f a c t o r y , 

many had r e p o r t e d tha t t h e i r c a p a c i t i e s were not be ing f u l l y 

u t i l i z e d , mainly due t o the absence o f a c e n t r a l c o - o r d i n a t i n g 

body f o r economic p o l i c y ; the i n a b i l i t y t o work in teams f o r 

l ack o f s u f f i c i e n t s p e c i a l i s t s , and the f a c t t h a t they d id 

not earn enough t o enable them t o devo te t h e i r f u l l t ime t o 

the work f o r which they had been t r a i n e d . He hoped tha t 

d e l e g a t i o n s would he lp t o f i n d s o l u t i o n s t o those prob lems. 

Mr. ZAMORA (Mex i co ) sa id tha t to" overcome the d i f f i c u l t y 

o f d o v e t a i l i n g domest ic and i n t e r n a t i o n a l t e c h n i c a l a s s i s t a n c e 

programmes, h i s country proposed e s t a b l i s h i n g a n a t i o n a l 

t e c h n i c a l a s s i s t a n c e board, which would c o - o r d i n a t e r e g i o n a l , 

s t a t e and munic ipa l t e c h n i c a l a s s i s t a n c e a c t i v i t i e s . Such 

a Board, would p r o v i d e a more e f f e c t i v e system f o r u t i l i z i n g 

t e c h n i c a l a s s i s t a n c e and would be ab l e t o i n t e g r a t e i t w i th 

the problems and programmes of economic development a f f e c t i n g 

the economy as a who l e . I t would a l s o determine the t o t a l 

amount o f a s s i s t a n c e r e q u i r e d and, s i n c e not a l l r e ques t s could 

be met, i t could e s t a b l i s h p r i o r i t i e s and arrange f o r the 

most e f f i c i e n t a p p l i c a t i o n o f t e c h n i c a l a s s i s t a n c e . 

The Uni ted Na t i ons TAB could a s s i s t by h e l p i n g t o 

e s t a b l i s h t h e n a t i o n a l board in the f i r s t p l a c e and by making 

an i n v e n t o r y o f requ i rements and c o l l a b o r a t i n g .in the e x e cu t i on 

o f p r o j e c t s . Other c o u n t r i e s might c ons ide r s e t t i n g up 

s i m i l a r b o d i e s . 

He f u l l y agreed tha t the number o f g raduates i s s u i n g 

/ f rom the 
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f r om the Economic Development T r a i n i n g Centre was q u i t e 

i n s u f f i c i e n t . Moreover , the l o c a t i o n o f the Centre made 

i t d i f f i c u l t f o r Mexico t o send many e x p e r t s , e s p e c i a l l y 

as i t was almost imposs ib l e t o d ispense w i th t h e s e r v i c e s 

o f h igh o f f i c i a l s f o r t h e bes t par t o f a y e a r . He sugges ted 

t h a t , in a d d i t i o n t o the s p e c i a l three-month courses r e f e r r e d 

t o by the D i r e c t o r o f the Programme, correspondence courses 

be ar ranged t o he lp prepare s t a f f f o r a p p l y i n g economic 

development at u n i v e r s i t i e s . He would submit h i s p r oposa l s 

in w r i t i n g in due course . 

Mr. VAREKAMP (Ne the r l ands ) sa id t h a t the Ne the r l ands , 

which had had some c e n t u r i e s of e xpe r i ence o f promot ing 

deve lopment , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n the Far Eas t , was on l y t o o 

g l a d t o p l a c e tha t ' e xpe r i enc e at the d i s p o s a l o f the 

Un i t ed Na t i ons f a m i l y . Quot ing a speech made on 13 June 

1955 by the Queen o f the Ne ther lands s a i d t h a t , w h i l e ' 

f u l l y a p p r e c i a t i n g the va lue o f b i l a t e r a l a s s i s t a n c e , op in i on 

in her rea lm was overwhe lming ly in f a v o u r o f t e c h n i c a l 

a s s i s t a n c e on a m u l t i l a t e r a l bas i s - mainly under Uni ted 

Na t i ons a u s p i c e s . 

N e t h e r l a n d s ' t e c h n i c a l a s s i s t a n c e c o n t r i b u t i o n s t o t h e 

Un i t ed Na t i ons programmes had r i s e n f rom 0 . 4 m i l l i o n d o l l a r s 

in 1952 t o a p r o s p e c t i v e 0 .66 m i l l i o n in 1955. Moreover , h i s 

Government, i n response t o T K B ' S r e q u e s t . f o r l o n g e r - t e r m 

/ guarantees , had 
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guarantees , had a l r eady announced that i t s c on t r i bu t i ons would 

continue at the same l e v e l , at l e a s t , f o r the next t h r e e y ea r s . 

Of the 205 Nether lands exper ts working under the ausp ices 

of i n t e r n a t i o n a l o r gan i z a t i ons in 1954, 24 were a c t i v e in 

va r i ous f i e l d s in La t in America, p a r t i c u l a r l y in c o f f e e and 

tobacco growing, d a i r y - f a r m i n g , f o r e s t r y , i r r i g a t i o n , 

hydro -me ta l lu rgy , hyd ro - g eo l ogy , s e t t l ement , p r i n t i n g and 

nurs ing . 

Since i t was o f t e n d i f f i c u l t t o detach expe r t s f rom t h e i r 

d u t i e s f o r a long pe r i od , the Nether lands M i n i s t r y of 

A g r i c u l t u r e had e vo l v ed an in t e r es t ing . s cheme under which 

young s p e c i a l i s t s were at tached as a s s i s t a n t s t o the expe r t s 

sent t o the va r i ous count r i e s w i th a v iew t o c r e a t i n g a r e s e r v e 

o f q u a l i f i e d s t a f f . 

Mr. HUDICOURT ( H a i t i ) observed t h a t , having a l r eady 

dwelt on the advantages and problems o f t e c h n i c a l a s s i s t a n c e , 

and p a r t i c u l a r l y the l ack o f c o - o rd ina t i on and background 

economic study at the Commission's f i f t h s ess i on , he d id not 

propose s t r e s s i n g those po in ts any f u r t h e r . The d e c i s i o n t o 

l e a v e economic development programming t o governments was an 

e x c e l l e n t one. Governments must, however, be capable o f 

per forming tha t task and TAA should, hence, s t r e s s the need 

f o r governments not on ly t o set up, but a l s o t o ensure the 

proper working o f , Na t i ona l Techn ica l Ass i s tance Committees, 

In tha t connexion, he welcomed the proposa l made by the 

Mexican' r e p r e s e n t a t i v e f o r the establ ishment of a n a t i o n a l 

/board ins t ead 
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board ins t ead of a pure ly i n t e r - m i n i s t e r i a l committee, but 

he would r e s e r v e f i n a l judgement f o r the moment. 

Many La t in -Amer i can ' c oun t r i e s were ca r r y ing out economic 

development p r o j e c t s unconnected wi th any coherent scheme, or 

o v e r - a l l p e r s p e c t i v e o f problems and programmes of economic 

development. As a consequence, the u l t ima t e va lue of the 

p r o j e c t s was open t o the ques t i on . That meant that t e c h n i c a l 

ass i s tance was be ing w a s t e f u l l y a p p l i e d . Lat in-American 

Governments should, t h e r e f o r e , endeavour t o apply the technique 

o f programming in f o rmu la t ing economic development p o l i c i e s , 

and t o study the problems of development of the economy as a 

whole, as advocated in Commission r e s o l u t i o n 48 ( V ) . I t would 

then be much e a s i e r f o r both the Na t i ona l Committees and TAA 

t o assure the soundness and use fu lness o f the var ious r eques t s . 

The Economic Commission f o r L a t i n America must a s s i s t . 

governments in tha t mat te r . H a i t i had no i n t e g r a t e d 

development programme, as y e t . 

Whi le a g r ea t dea l had a l r eady been achieved in most 

Lat in-Amer ican count r i e s through t e c h n i c a l a ss i s t ance supp l i ed 

by TAA, the s p e c i a l i z e d agenc ies or o ther bodies such as the 

In ter -Amer ican Economic and Soc i a l Counci l or the United 

S ta t e s Fore i gn Operat ions Admin i s t ra t i on , he welcomed the 

suggest ion by the D i r e c t o r o f TAA tha t the re might w e l l be an 

expansion of the United Nat ions a c t i v i t i e s . His Government 

was, g e n e r a l l y speaking, so s a t i s f i e d wi th the a id i t had 

r e c e i v e d that i t almost i n v a r i a b l y app l i ed t o some source o f 

/ t e chn i ca l a ss i s t ance 
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t e c h n i c a l ass i s tance whenever studying any economic development 

p r o j e c t - a p r a c t i c e worthy of i m i t a t i o n by o ther governments 

in the hemisphere* There need be no f a l s e p r ide about app ly ing 

f o r he lp , as most count r i es gave as w e l l as r e c e i v e d . H a i t i , 

f o r ins tance , though one of the more under-deve loped c oun t r i e s , 

had been ab le t o prov ide exper t s in c e r t a i n s p e c i a l branches. 

R e f e r r i n g t o the suggest ion of the D i r e c t o r o f TAA 

r ega rd ing increased con t r i bu t i ons f rom Lat in-Amer ican c oun t r i e s , 

he r e c a l l e d h i s r e f e r e n c e s at the Commission's p rev ious sess ion 

t o the c o n t r a d i c t i o n inherent in c a l l i n g f o r more a s s i s t a n c e , 

wh i l e remaining ve ry r e l u c t a n t t o inc rease c o n t r i b u t i o n s . His 

exper i ence as a member of the United Nat ions Committee on 

Extra-Budgetary Contr ibut ions had taught him how d i f f i c u l t i t 

was t o obta in increased funds or even, payment of the sums 

p l edged . A l r eady , in 1952, however, he had persuaded h i s own 

Government t o double i t s c o n t r i b u t i o n . C l e a r l y , the r e was no 

po int in pass ing another r e s o l u t i o n i f i t was t o remain a dead 

l e t t e r , but he would urge r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s , when r e p o r t i n g t o 

t h e i r Governments, t o s t r e s s the need f o r increased c o n t r i b u t i o n s . 

He hoped that TAA would bear in mind the o f f e r s o f 

a s s i s t ance made at t h e sess ion by va r i ous d e l e g a t i o n s and in 

p a r t i c u l a r by that o f France, from which, by reason of a common 

language and c u l t u r a l a f f i n i t i e s , H a i t i p r e f e r r e d to draw i t s 

e xpe r t s . 

He f u l l y agreed-wi th the D i r e c t o r of the Economic 

Development T ra in ing Programme tha t the ch i e f cause of f a i l u r e 

/to make 
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t o make f u l l use o f g raduates was the absence o f i n t e g r a t e d 

programmes o f economic deve lopment . Development s tud i e s o f the 

economy as a whole were needed t o f a c i l i t a t e the optimum use 

o f t e c h n i c a l a s s i s t a n c e . 

Mr. MASVIDAL (Cuba) sa id tha t f rom the e a r l y days o f ECLA, 

Cuba had shown an a c t i v e i n t e r e s t in t e c h n i c a l a s s i s t a n c e . In 

g e n e r a l , Cuba's needs c o i n c i d e d w i th those o f t h e o the r 

La t in -Amer i can c o u n t r i e s , and the c o - o r d i n a t i o n of t e c h n i c a l 

a s s i s t a n c e p rov ided through the N a t i o n a l Economic Counci l had 

proved most v a l u a b l e . A p r e l i m i n a r y plan had now been completed 

f o r a n a t i o n a l economic programme which would enable Cuba t o 

d e f i n e i t s t e c h n i c a l a s s i s t a n c e needs in a more a p p r o p r i a t e 

way in accordance w i th the Mexican r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ' s sugges t i on 

f o r t e c h n i c a l a s s i s t a n c e c o - o r d i n a t i o n - a sugges t i on which 

Cuba welcomed. 

Mr. ORTIZ LOZANO (Co lomb ia ) , o u t l i n e d the s t eps taken so 

f a r by Colombia f o r t h e c o - o r d i n a t i o n o f t e c h n i c a l ass is tance- , 

and de s c r i b ed the work o f the Na t i ona l P lanning Counc i l , t h e 

g e n e r a l t e c h n i c a l a s s i s t a n c e c o - o r d i n a t i o n body se t up s p e c i a l l y 

f o r the purpose under Colombian law. 

To be f u l l y e f f e c t i v e , t e c h n i c a l a s s i s t a n c e must be 

i n t e g r a l l y r e l a t e d t o an o v e r - a l l economic development programme. 

T e c h n i c a l a s s i s t a n c e was.a method by which c o u n t r i e s d e v e l op 

t h e i r r e s o u r c e s ; hence i t was e s s e n t i a l t o plan i t i n a 

c o - o r d i n a t e d manner so as t o make the maximum use o f the 

r e sour c e s a v a i l a b l e . In Colombia, t e c h n i c a l a s s i s t a n c e had 

/g i v en the 



E/CN.12/AC.28/SR.2-
Page 12 

g i v en the best r e s u l t s where i t had been app l i ed t o s p e c i f i c , 

w e l l - d e f i n e d p r o j e c t s . . As an example, he quoted the 

r e - o r g a n i z a t i o n o f the Colombian Nat iona l Department of 

S t a t i s i t i c s . The t e c h n i c a l a ss i s t ance mission which had 

a s s i s t e d in the r e - o r g a n i z a t i o n ope ra t i on had not con f ined 

i t s e l f t o w r i t i n g r e p o r t s but had stayed in the country long 

enough t o see the scheme through and t o t r a i n Colombian personne l 

t o car ry on a f t e r i t s depar ture « 

Apart from co-ord inat ion , , another important aspect was 

t o dec ide where the l i m i t e d t e c h n i c a l a s s i s t ance r esources 

a v a i l a b l e should be app l i ed ; in other words, t o e s t a b l i s h 

p r i o r i t i e s ; and a high p r i o r i t y should be g i v en t o the technique 

o f admin i s t r a t i on of economic development programmes, s ince 

u l t i m a t e l y the S ta te was r e spons ib l e f o r economic development. 

Techn i ca l a ss i s t ance would be e n t i r e l y wasted unless the 

technique o f programme admin i s t ra t i on was p rope r l y o rgan i zed 

f i r s t . . For tha t reason, Colombia 's f i r s t order of p r i o r i t y 

f o r t e c h n i c a l a s s i s t ance in a g r i c u l t u r e was l e s s concerned w i th 

the s o l u t i o n of s p e c i a l i z e d problems than wi th the r e f o rm and 

c o - o r d i n a t i o n of a l l the bodies which had t o do w i th a g r i c u l t u r e . 

In add i t i on t o r eques ts f o r exper t s in s p e c i a l f i e l d s o f 

a g r i c u l t u r e , such a s / d i s t r i b u t i o n of a g r i c u l t u r a l products , 

conse rva t i on o f . s o i l , f e e d i n g s t u f f s , e t c . , Colombia has. asked 

f o r a c o - o rd ina t o r who would i n t e g r a t e the work o f the 

s p e c i a l i z e d experts. . 

In i t s 'turn, the ' Government had the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r 

/o r gan i z ing e f f i c i e n t 
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o r gan i z i ng e f f i c i e n t s t a t e and municipal s e r v i c e s , and f o r 

ensuring that problems o f c o - o rd ina t i on were so l ved in the 

l i g h t of a genera l p o l i c y at the n a t i o n a l and r e g i o n a l l e v e l . 

Mr. RAMON (Argen t ina ) sa id that s ide by s ide wi th the 

a c t i v e part p layed by o ther count r i es in the t e c h n i c a l 

ass i s tance programmes o f the United Nat ions and the Organ i za t i on 

o f American S t a t e s , a s i g n i f i c a n t and u n o f f i c i a l t e c h n i c a l 

ass i s tance had been g i ven in the form o f t r a i n i n g in Argent ine 

u n i v e r s i t i e s , which were at tended by th r e e feh^ti^SSd^six-^huS^ed 

students f rom other c o u n t r i e s . 
no jnoix;- loJc-or; o;|- oonr.ial^ l^oimlouj osr.ci rd 

The t ype of t e c h n i c a l ass i s tance needed by- the 
. e-'j/tcfru/co l o eheun ovxcfAls-t, 

Lat in-Amer ican count r i es d i f f e r e d accord ing t o t h e i r l e v e l or 

development. A r g e n t i n a ' s c h i e f need was f o r the high l e v e l 

t ype of t e c h n i c a l know-how, r a the r than exper t a s s i s t ance in a 

more genera l sense. 

Argent ina was w e l l aware of the importance of co -o rd ina t i on , 

and had set up a body t o dea l w i th tha t aspect of t e c h n i c a l 

a ss i s t ance under i t s Technica l A f f a i r s S e c r e t a r i a t . As a 

r e s u l t , the Argent ine Government was now ab le t o plan ahead 

w i th g r e a t e r c on f i d ence . For the programme pe r i od 1955-56, 

Argent ina had an i n t e g r a t e d programme of t e c h n i c a l a s s i s t a n c e . 

With regard t o the u t i l i z a t i o n of t e c h n i c a l a s s i s t ance 

r e sources , the system had a c e r t a i n i n f l e x i b i l i t y which 

hampered i t s b e n e f i c i a r i e s . In the same way, t h e • d i s t r i b u t i o n 

of resources- l e f t something t o ' b e d e s i r e d . I t should be. poss ib l e 

• /to. base 



Economic Development ( i n Sant iago ) so as t o make i t s f a c i l i t i e s 

a v a i l a b l e t o a l l the d i f f e r e n t coun t r i e s was e x c e l l e n t . That 

could be accomplished i f ECLA could prov ide t r a i n i n g course 

m a t e r i a l s , o u t l i n e s , and b i b l i o g r aphy , so that economic 

development t r a i n i n g courses could be he ld in n a t i o n a l 

u n i v e r s i t i e s . C l e a r l y , as the Mexican r e p r e s e n t a t i v e had 

sa id , the re were many count r i es which could not a f f o r d t o 

d ep r i v e themselves of t h e i r personnel f o r any cons ide rab l e 

l eng th o f t ime . 

Mr. du PAVILLON (France ) sa id that the h i g h l y s a t i s f a c t o r y 

r epo r t on the miss ions c a r r i e d out by French exper t s in L a t i n 

America in 1954, in connexion wi th the United Nat ions Expanded 

Techn ica l Ass i s tance Programme, made i t c l e a r that France was 

anxious t o p lay i t s f u l l part in the p r o v i s i o n of t e c h n i c a l 

a ss i s t ance t o the Lat in-Amer ican coun t r i e s in every branch of 

a c t i v i t y . The f r equent s e l e c t i o n of French expe r t s , on account 

of both t h e i r high c a p a c i t i e s .and the s i m i l a r i t y between the 

French and Lat in-Amer ican way of t h i n k i n g , was most g r a t i f y i n g . 

At the same t ime , France had r e c e i v e d f e l l o w s in a v a r i e t y of 

f i e l d s , and i t would be an e x c e l l e n t th ing i f f e l l o w s h i p g rants 

were the normal c o r o l l a r y t o every t e c h n i c a l miss ion . 

France was a l so in teres ted , in p a r t i c i p a t i n g in ECLA's 

economic development t r a i n i n g programmes, and in the educa t i ona l 

Centres se t up by the United Nat ions in Centra l America and 

/ B r a z i l . ' W e l l - d e f i n e d .. 
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B r a z i l . W e l l - d e f i n e d schemes o f - t h a t kind were most v a luab l e 

in deve l op ing the s p i r i t o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l co -opera t ion , 

understanding and peace , and the sooner research s tud ies 

were a v a i l a b l e on the ac tua l outcome of t e c h n i c a l a s s i s t ance 

in L a t i n America, the sooner the Techn ica l Ass i s tance 

Admin i s t ra t i on would be ab l e t o p e r f e c t i t s methods. 

Along w i th i t s c on t r i bu t i on t o t e c h n i c a l a ss i s t ance under 

the United Na t i ons , France had c a r r i e d out a cons ide rab l e plan 

o f i t s own f o r t e c h n i c a l a s s i s t ance t o count r i es undergoing 

development. The plan comprised f e l l o w s h i p s f o r members of 

the p r o f e s s i o n s , exper t miss ions , and the establ ishment of 

t e c h n i c a l s choo l s . Thus F rance ' s i n t e r e s t went f a r beyond the 

mere p r o v i s i o n o f c a p i t a l equipment. 

I t was t o be hoped tha t wi th the he lp of up - t o -da t e 

methods, the Lat in-Amer ican count r i es would b e n e f i t by the 

exper i ences of the o l d e r i n d u s t r i a l i z e d coun t r i e s , and avo id 

the p i t f a l l s i n vo l v ed in adapt ing r u r a l popula t ions t o 

i n d u s t r i a l l i f e . 

France had so f a r con t r ibu ted t o every aspect of t e c h n i c a l 

a s s i s t ance and i t hoped t o continue t o send out expert miss ions 

t o complete the task o f r a i s i n g the standard o f l i v i n g and the 

s ta tus o f the i n d i v i d u a l . 

Mr. BUESO ARIAS (Honduras) sa id tha t in h i s country 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r t e c h n i c a l a s s i s t ance at the Centra l American 

and n a t i o n a l l e v e l s was in the hands of the r e c e n t l y - f o r m e d 

N a t i o n a l Economic Counci l . ' In i t s e a r l y s tages , the Counci l 

/had been 
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had been f a c e d w i th a complex s e r i e s o f problems, but i t had 

r a p i d l y succeeded in b r i n g i n g some o rde r i n t o the v a r i ous 

r e q u e s t s , f o r t e c h n i c a l a s s i s t a n c e . The Counci l handled a l l 

a spec t s o f t e c h n i c a l a s s i s t ance - s u p e r v i s i o n , c o - o r d i n a t i o n and 

f e l l o w s h i p s , the f e l l o w s h i p programme be ing o f p a r t i c u l a r 

importance f o r Honduras. The idea o f a s p e c i a l committee f o r 

t e c h n i c a l a s s i s t a n c e mat ters d id not appeal t o h i s Government, 

s i n c e the Counci l was handl ing the mat ter s a t i s f a c t o r i l y and 

was hoping t o i n c o r p o r a t e a l l t e c h n i c a l a s s i s t a n c e p r o j e c t s 

i n t o the c o u n t r y ' s g ene ra l economic development programme 

by 1957. 

Honduras would c e r t a i n l y welcome any sugges t i on f o r 

ex tend ing t r a i n i n g schemes a long the l i n e s suggested by the 

Mexican r e p r e s e n t a t i v e , t o cover personne l who could not e a s i l y 

be spared by t h e i r n a t i o n a l a d m i n i s t r a t i o n s - a major d i f f i c u l t y 

in c o u n t r i e s l i k e h i s own. , 

Mr. CASTILLO (N i caragua ) found h imse l f l a r g e l y in 

agreement w i th the Mexican r e p r e s e n t a t i v e , e s p e c i a l l y in r ega rd 

t o the t h i r d po in t made by the l a t t e r . The f r u i t f u l work be ing 

done in Sant iago in r ega rd t o t r a i n i n g might w i l l be extended 

s t i l l f u r t h e r t o cove r the whole f i e l d of economic problems 

o f the va r i ous c o u n t r i e s . There were b o t t l e n e c k s in v a r i o u s 

s e c t o r s o f the economy t o be coped w i t h , and he suggested 

t h a t the Mexican r e p r e s e n t a t i v e inc lude in h i s r e s o l u t i o n the 

p roposa l tha t the t r a i n i n g programmes be arranged t o cove r 

t r a i n i n g schemes of a r e g i o n a l k i n d . 

The CHAIRMAN, 



E/CN.12/AC.28/SR.2-
Page 17 

The CHAIRMAN, speaking as r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of Venezue la , 

sa id tha t s ince 1953 the Venezuelan Government had a t tached 

g rea t importance t o the quest ion of t e c h n i c a l a s s i s t ance , which 

was now governed by appropr ia t e l e g i s l a t i o n . I t was t o o e a r l y 

t o enumbrate achievements, but the prospec ts were good f o r 

ach i ev ing a complete i n t e g r a t i o n of economic development 

programmes wi th t e c h n i c a l ass i s tance p r o j e c t s by 1956. 

In the course of the debate , he had been struck by the 

po in t s o f s i m i l a r i t y between the var i ous types of proposa ls 

and o r g a n i z a t i o n a l schemes o u t l i n e d ; and he wondered i f a 

r e s o l u t i o n might not be adopted asking the Techn ica l Ass i s tance 

Admin i s t ra t i on t o compile a comparat ive l i s t g i v i n g - t h e d e t a i l s 

o f the va r i ous t ypes of t e c h n i c a l a ss i s t ance o r g a n i z a t i o n s w i th 

the v iew t o the u l t imate adopt ion throughout L a t i n America o f 

the system which had operated most s a t i s f a c t o r i l y . 

He agreed wi th the Argent ine r e p r e s e n t a t i v e as t o the 

need f o r g r e a t e r f l e x i b i l i t y in the use of t e c h n i c a l a s s i s t ance 

r e sour c e s . In the count r i e s of La t in America more than 

e l sewhere , complex problems arose which made planning ahead 

ex t reme ly d i f f i c u l t . He quoted an ins tance where the d i f f i c u l t y 

in f i n d i n g the r i g h t t ype of exper ts f o r a s p e c i f i c scheme in 

Venezuela had meant that nea r l y ha l f the t e c h n i c a l a s s i s t ance 

a l l o c a t i o n had remained unused. Such th ings were i n e v i t a b l e , 

and wh i l e the new system of d i s t r i b u t i o n of t e c h n i c a l a s s i s t ance 

would he l p , a g r e a t e r measure of e l a s t i c i t y would a l s o produce 

b e t t e r r e s u l t s . 

/Mr. LARSEN 
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Mr. LARSEN ( I n t e r n a t i o n a l Bank f o r Recons t ruc t i on and 

Development) gave a b r i e f account of the proposed Economic 

Development I n s t i t u t e t o be sponsored by the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Bank. 

I t s f a c u l t y would c o n s i s t of f o u r members, two of them Bank 

o f f i c i a l s and two f rom o u t s i d e . Those t a k i n g par t in the 

courses would be s e n i o r o f f i c i a l s r e s p o n s i b l e f o r economic 

development mat ters under t h e i r n a t i o n a l a d m i n i s t r a t i o n s . To 

avo id the d i f f i c u l t y a r i s i n g f rom the pro longed absence o f key 

o f f i c i a l s f rom t h e i r c o u n t r i e s , the course would be an 

i n t e n s i v e one o f s i x months, during which the economic, 

e n g i n e e r i n g , f i n a n c i a l and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e aspec ts of t e c h n i c a l 

development programmes and p r o j e c t s would be examined, w i t h the 

he lp o f examples f rom the Bank's f i l e s and a s s i s t a n c e f rom the 

o f f i c i a l s o f the Bank who had handled the p a r t i c u l a r cases 

s t u d i e d . Of some f i f t e e n f e l l o w s s e l e c t e d so f a r , L a t i n America 

was . r ep r e s en t ed by t h r e e - f rom Colombia, Ecuador and H a i t i 

r e s p e c t i v e l y . 

The CHAIRMAN suggested tha t in o rde r t o e x p e d i t e the 

work o f the Committee, a working group c o n s i s t i n g o f the 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f Mex ico , A r g en t i na , H a i t i , France and Colombia 

meet in the a f t e r n o o n t o d r a f t a r e s o l u t i o n , on t e c h n i c a l 

a s s i s t a n c e t o be cons ide red at the next meet ing on Tuesday at 

3 p.m. I t was so dec ided . 

The meet ing r ose at 12:40 p.m. 


