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A. ATTENDANCE AND ORGANIZATION OF WORK 
 
 

Place and date of the meeting 
 
1. The thirty-fourth session of the Committee of the Whole of the Economic Commission for 
Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) was held at United Nations Headquarters in New York on 
15 October 2019. The meeting was convened by the Executive Secretary of the Commission and by the 
Government of Cuba, in its capacity as Chair of the Committee of the Whole of ECLAC. 
 
 

Attendance1 
 
2. The meeting was attended by representatives of the following member States of the Economic 
Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC): Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Bahamas, 
Barbados, Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Dominica, 
Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, France, Guatemala, Guyana, Honduras, Italy, Jamaica, 
Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Plurinational State of Bolivia, Republic of Korea, Saint 
Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Spain, Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago, Turkey, United States and Uruguay. 
 
 

Chair 
 
3. The Committee of the Whole was chaired by the Officers elected at the thirty-seventh session of 
ECLAC, held in Havana from 7–11 May 2018, as follows: Chair, Cuba; Vice-Chairs, Ecuador, Mexico 
and Saint Lucia. 
 
 

B. AGENDA 
 
 
4. The Committee adopted the following agenda: 
 

1. Adoption of the agenda.  

2. Economic and social panorama of Latin America and the Caribbean.  

3. Report on the activities of the Commission, 2018, and the draft programme of work of 
the ECLAC system, 2021. 

4. Report on preparations for the fourth meeting of the Forum of the Countries of 
Latin America and the Caribbean on Sustainable Development (Havana, April 2020).  

5.  Report on the preparations for the thirty-eighth session of the Economic Commission for 
Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) (San José, May 2020). 

6. Update on progress made in the reform of the United Nations development system. 

7. Consideration and adoption of agreements. 
  

                                                      
1  See annex 2 for the full list of participants. 
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C. PROCEEDINGS 
 
 

Opening session 
 
5. The statements at the opening session were made by Ana Silvia Rodríguez Abascal, Deputy 
Permanent Representative of Cuba to the United Nations, in her capacity as Chair of the Committee of the 
Whole of the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), and Alicia Bárcena, 
Executive Secretary of ECLAC.  
  
6. After welcoming the participants, the Deputy Permanent Representative of Cuba to the 
United Nations, in her capacity as Chair of the Committee of the Whole, said that although it had been four 
years since the adoption of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, the international order remained 
unequal and exclusive. The eradication of poverty in all its forms and dimensions was a major challenge for 
the region, and as a result, the 2030 Agenda provided a big opportunity to encourage action at the global, 
regional and national levels in pursuit of well-being. The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) could not 
be achieved without the mobilization and joint support of social actors at all levels, and the United Nations 
development system had to be able to provide effective support for the national development priorities of 
the region’s countries. The Forum of the Countries of Latin America and the Caribbean on Sustainable 
Development facilitated the convergence of global, regional and national entities, and allowed countries to 
show the world their best practices in the implementation of the SDGs. The Forum had become an effective 
platform for dialogue and intergovernmental cooperation. The United Nations development system was also 
undergoing an ambitious repositioning and had made compelling progress, and it was hoped that that 
process would strengthen ECLAC and preserve its functions and capacities. In particular, it was important to 
maintain the close and direct relationship between ECLAC and its member States, as the Commission had 
been, for decades, a regional and global benchmark for economic and social knowledge in Latin America 
and the Caribbean. ECLAC was the ideal regional platform to create policy spaces in critical areas of 
sustainable development and to foster cooperation and integration. 
 
7. After welcoming participants, the Executive Secretary of ECLAC said that she had recently 
attended the preparatory meeting of the twenty-fifth session of the Conference of the Parties to the United 
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, held in Costa Rica, where participants had 
reaffirmed the importance and urgency of transitioning towards a new development paradigm that 
preserves economic, social and environmental heritage for future generations. She also said that it was 
imperative to deepen regional cooperation and achieve a real collective commitment that would urgently 
address the climate emergency and accelerate the implementation of the 2030 Agenda in the region. The 
meeting of the Committee of the Whole was taking place in a complicated period. On the one hand, the 
United Nations faced a complex financial situation, as underscored by the Secretary-General. On the other 
hand, multilateralism was being called into question, and in that regard, strengthening the United Nations, 
the world’s foremost multilateral organization, was crucial. In the period of reform of the United Nations 
development system, ECLAC was committed to the process and making the necessary adjustments and 
changes to adapt its work to the reform in order to better serve its member States. The aim of the meeting 
was, on one hand, to inform States of the activities carried out by ECLAC in 2018 and, on the other, to 
present the draft programme of work for 2021. The draft programme of work for 2020 had been presented 
at the thirty-seventh session of ECLAC, held in Havana in 2018, during which the member States had 
decided that the Committee of the Whole was the appropriate body to review and adopt the annual 
programme of work of the ECLAC system in the years falling between years in which sessions of the 
Commission were held. Lastly, the Executive Secretary acknowledged and expressed appreciation for the 
constant support that ECLAC received from its member States and associate members.  
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Economic and social panorama of Latin America and the Caribbean (agenda item 2)  
 
8. In her presentation on the economic and social panorama of Latin America and the Caribbean, the 
Executive Secretary of ECLAC said that the economic cycle had changed in the past year. All the 
economies of the world had contracted except that of India, trade had slowed and uncertainty and 
geopolitical tensions had increased. Inequality had grown and the social compact and public trust had 
been eroded. At a time when implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development was more 
urgently needed than ever, international cooperation was waning and the cost of non-cooperation was too 
high, as trade and the economy were growing more slowly. In the past 40 years, the world had undergone 
a deep transformation: globalization had reshaped the distribution of wealth among countries. While in 
the early 1980s the world could easily be divided into rich countries (the centre) and poor countries (the 
periphery), wealth distribution in the present day showed that the concepts of north and south were no 
longer valid. Countries now had their own centre and periphery within their borders. Against that 
backdrop, the challenge of sustainable development was to close economic, social and environmental 
gaps even as uncertainty and slowing economic growth reduced the scope of economic policies in the 
region. In the first quarter of 2019, economic activity in Latin America and the Caribbean had contracted 
by 0.1% year-on-year. As in previous years, the region’s economic outlook was mixed. South American 
economies had shrunk by 0.7% on average in the first quarter of 2019, a far weaker performance than the 
1.5% growth in the prior-year period. Meanwhile, Central American economies had posted growth of 
3.3%, 0.7 percentage points less than in the same period of 2018. Weaker growth had weighed on 
progress in poverty reduction and income distribution. For more than 12 years, between 2002 and 2014, 
poverty and extreme poverty in the region had declined considerably, from 44.5% to 27.8% and from 
11.2% to 7.8%, respectively. However, in 2015 and 2016, there had been successive increases in poverty 
and extreme poverty rates, which represented a setback: poverty had increased to 29.1% and then 30.2%, 
while extreme poverty had risen to 8.7% and then 9.9%. The figures for 2017 showed a further rise in 
extreme poverty, from 9.9% to 10.2%, while the overall poverty figure showed no variation from 2016.  
 
9. The Executive Secretary of ECLAC said that leaving no one behind implied closing the gaps 
between different population groups, because although national poverty rates varied, some of the features 
were common: both poverty and extreme poverty were most prevalent among women, while poverty 
affected both girls and boys, and was highest among indigenous peoples, Afrodescendants and persons 
with disabilities. Poverty rates among people living in rural areas were around 20 percentage points 
higher than those in urban areas. Climate change indicated exclusion on two counts, as the lowest income 
segments of the population, which contributed the least to carbon dioxide emissions, were also the most 
vulnerable to climate change effects. The number of extreme weather events related to climate change had 
increased and approximately 220 million inhabitants of Latin America and the Caribbean had been 
affected by such phenomena in the past four decades. Between 1980 and 2018, around 90,000 people had 
died as a result of these weather events in 33 countries of the region. Meanwhile, in the Caribbean 
subregion, the entire populations of most countries and territories lived less than 25 kilometres from the 
coast, and in several of these more than 20% of the population lived in areas where elevation was below  
5 metres. This was the case for Antigua and Barbuda, Aruba, the Bahamas, the British Virgin Islands, 
Grenada, Guyana and Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, and to an extreme extent, Suriname, where 
almost 70% of the population lived in areas where elevation was below 5 metres. Flood risk was 
aggravated by complex water systems and the incipient nature of countries’ adaptive capacity. 
 
10. The Executive Secretary also said that the achievement of the 2030 Agenda in the region was in a 
critical phase. ECLAC was preparing a study to be presented at the fourth meeting of the Forum of the 
Countries of Latin America and the Caribbean on Sustainable Development, to be held in Havana in 
2020, which would set forth the results of the simulation exercise focused on 20 indicators relating to  
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15 SDGs. The study would analyse the targets that had been achieved, were on course to being fulfilled 
by 2030, would probably not be met, reflected a trend reversal that threatened achievement and that could 
only be met with strong growth and better income distribution.  
 
11. The implementation of the 2030 Agenda required an environmental big push to coordinate 
policies, sectors and actors. Six pillars of national and regional action and cooperation were needed to 
advance in the achievement of the agenda: (i) the promotion of national inter-institutional and 
intersectoral architecture at the highest level; (ii) integration of SDGs into development plans and 
budgets, including investment; (iii) strengthening of statistical capacities; (iv) development of means of 
implementation —financing, technology, trade and accountability—, as national and regional tasks;  
(v) strengthening of the regional architecture through observatories on gender, planning and energy, and 
(vi) the creation and consolidation of spaces for dialogue between governments, businesses and citizens. 
The Executive Secretary also underscored the urgent need to refocus development on an environmental 
big push to coordinate policies, sectors and actors. There was a fundamental need to decarbonize 
economies and adopt renewable energies, and to change the energy mix. There was also a need for 
renewed multilateralism that boosted confidence in international cooperation and collective action for the 
provision of global and regional public goods; increased resilience in the face of financial, trade and 
technological shocks; universalized well-being and protected minorities’ rights; strengthened the broad 
interests of the majority instead of those of organized groups or that concentrated capital and technology; 
and consolidated transparency, informed debate and the deliberative capacity of all citizens. 
 
12. In the ensuing discussion, statements were made by the representatives of Paraguay, Guyana, 
Mexico, Colombia, Uruguay and Nicaragua. 
 
13. The representative of Paraguay expressed appreciation for the Executive Secretary’s 
presentation and for ECLAC leadership, and said that the 2030 Agenda was the road map for 
overcoming the problems and challenges facing Latin America and the Caribbean. The Forum of the 
Countries of Latin America and the Caribbean on Sustainable Development facilitated joint work in the 
region, as it was the ideal mechanism for dialogue among multiple actors, which allowed them to share 
the countries’ different experiences relating to the achievement of the SDGs. He hailed the fourth 
meeting of the Forum, to be held in Havana in 2020, and expressed interest in the document to be 
presented by ECLAC on forecasts relating to the achievement of the 2030 Agenda. Lastly, he thanked 
the Commission for having hosted the midterm review meeting of Latin American countries 
preparatory to the comprehensive midterm review of the Vienna Programme of Action for Landlocked 
Developing Countries for the Decade 2014–2024, held in June 2019, which included the participation 
of the co-facilitators of the global process (Austria and Bhutan), who had been impressed by the work 
carried out by the countries of the region with the Commission’s support. 
 
14. The representative of Guyana said that his country valued the work of ECLAC as a development 
partner, and in particular, the support that the Commission provided to Caribbean countries and territories 
on themes such as climate change, borrowing and the debt swap initiative as a climate change adaptation 
strategy. The Commission provided data and analysis that were scarce in the Caribbean, and in that 
respect, the annual reports were helpful. Countries were facing challenges, such as climate change, that 
affected them as a whole, not individually. In light of the threat to multilateralism, regionalism should be 
encouraged even more. Lastly, he said that the flow of migrants was generally seen as a burden, and that 
the opportunities that migration represented were not taken into account. Thus, a study should be carried 
out to highlight the economic opportunities of migration. 
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15. The representative of Mexico said that the report presented was not very encouraging, given that the 
economy was slowing and inequality was increasing, not just between the North and the South, but also 
within countries. Vigorous efforts to achieve the SDGs were crucial, despite the fact that many of the Goals 
might not be met and others were at considerable risk. The work of ECLAC focused on the creation of new 
development models that were not based on abstract theories. The region as a whole could leverage the 
empirical evidence provided by ECLAC to learn lessons. He underscored subregional initiatives, such as the 
Comprehensive Development Plan of the Northern Countries of Central America and Mexico and the 
“Caribbean first” strategy, which proposed new thematic partnerships and regional models for specific 
groups of countries. These initiatives proved that multilateralism worked in the region.  
 
16.  The representative of Colombia underscored the fact that ECLAC reports showed the social and 
economic panorama of the region and the difficulties faced. Two areas required the utmost attention: 
climate change and its effects, such as natural disasters, and migration. He said that his country was 
receiving a large number of Venezuelans and, nevertheless, its migration policy was characterized by 
open doors and solidarity. Further progress was needed in the analysis of the impacts of migration, as well 
as the exploration of mechanisms to address the issue. Lastly, he thanked ECLAC for the publications and 
analysis it provided, and said that it was up to the countries to translate these analyses into public policies. 
 
17. The representative of Uruguay said that the Forum of the Countries of Latin America and  
the Caribbean on Sustainable Development was a regional platform for peer learning and the exchange of 
good practices. ECLAC was the main organization that gathered data which allowed benchmarks to be set 
for the region and, at the same time, produced forecasts and possible useful scenarios for the formulation of 
policies, taking into account the heterogeneity of the region’s economies. He underscored, in particular, the 
work of ECLAC to foster the concept of “development in transition”, which Uruguay also encouraged, with 
the aim of establishing an inclusive system of international cooperation for development.  
 
18. The representative of Nicaragua expressed appreciation for the work of ECLAC and the support it 
provided to the countries in the implementation of the 2030 Agenda. The most recent report of the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) highlighted a series of climate change impacts that 
could be avoided by limiting the rise in global temperatures to 1.5 °C instead of 2 °C. An environmental 
disaster that could worsen inequality and hunger and result in the failure of the 2030 Agenda had to be 
avoided. Thus, the region had to reduce emissions and coexist in harmony with nature. In Nicaragua, 62% 
of energy used already came from renewable sources. At the same time, roughly 100 developing countries 
accounted for just 3% of greenhouse gas emissions, while 17 developed countries were responsible for 
77% of total emissions. In conclusion, he said that developed countries must respect their commitment to 
allocate 0.7% of their gross national product to official development assistance (ODA). It was 
unacceptable that only six countries were meeting that financial obligation. That, along with unilateral 
coercive measures implemented by some developed countries, hampered the achievement of the  
2030 Agenda. 
 
19. The Executive Secretary thanked the representatives of the countries for their valuable comments. 
She said that ECLAC was working enthusiastically on the issue of Caribbean debt and the creation of a 
resilience fund. She also underscored the importance of migration and the Comprehensive Development 
Plan of the Northern Countries of Central America and Mexico, which was being implemented with those 
countries to change the existing paradigm and to show that migration was not a problem of national 
security, but rather of human security. The Plan aimed to change perceptions and to facilitate work with 
the countries to ensure that migration was an option and not an obligation.  
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Report on the activities of the Commission, 2018, and the draft programme of work of the ECLAC system, 
2021 (agenda item 3) 
 
20. The report was presented by Raúl García-Buchaca, Deputy Executive Secretary for Management 
and Programme Analysis of ECLAC, who recalled that in December 2017, the United Nations General 
Assembly had decided to move from a biennial to an annual programme budget cycle. As a result, 
ECLAC had adjusted its planning modality and presented its draft programme of work for 2020 at its 
thirty-seventh session, held in Havana in May 2018. On that occasion, member States had decided that the 
Committee of the Whole would be the appropriate body to review and adopt the annual programme of 
work of the ECLAC system in the years falling between years in which sessions of the Commission were 
held; hence, the report was being presented to the Committee of the Whole for the first time.  
 
21. The Deputy Executive Secretary for Management and Programme Analysis of ECLAC referred 
to the Report on the activities of the Commission from January 2018 to December 20182 and explained 
that it presented qualitative and quantitative information on the results and impacts achieved, and 
included highlights, figures relating to the activities implemented, subsidiary body meetings, publications 
and other outputs relating to knowledge creation, strategic partnerships and results-based management. 
He said the exercise required considerable capacity for synthesis and that many of the activities 
mentioned continued in 2019. Important activities included the seventieth anniversary of ECLAC and 
various meetings, such as the second meeting of the Forum of the Countries of Latin America and the 
Caribbean on Sustainable Development, during which it was agreed to prepare a quadrennial progress 
report together with the funds, programmes and specialized agencies of the United Nations in the region. 
The Quadrennial report on regional progress and challenges in relation to the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development in Latin America and the Caribbean3 had been presented in 2019 at the third 
meeting of the Forum and at the high-level political forum on sustainable development in New York. He 
also highlighted the Regional Agreement on Access to Information, Public Participation and Justice in 
Environmental Matters in Latin America and the Caribbean (Escazú Agreement), the first binding 
agreement of its kind, which had been adopted in March 2018 in Costa Rica, following intense 
negotiations. It had been opened for signature in September 2018 and to date, 21 of 33 countries of the 
region had signed it, while 5 countries had already ratified it. He also spoke of the thirty-seventh session 
of ECLAC, which included the participation of the 46 member States of the Commission, in addition to 
the presence of the Secretary-General of the United Nations, the Deputy Secretary-General of the  
United Nations, and four former Executive Secretaries of ECLAC. The document entitled The 
Inefficiency of Inequality,4 which analysed the mechanisms through which inequality reduced efficiency 
in the region’s economies, was presented at the session. In 2018, ECLAC had served as the secretariat of  
14 intergovernmental meetings, produced more than 150 technical documents and publications, organized 
61 expert meetings, developed 28 courses, workshops and seminars on capacity-building, and carried out 
more than 1,000 missions to all member countries. Important ECLAC subsidiary body meetings had also 
been held, which produced mandates and consensus on regional public goods, for example, the  
fifty-seventh meeting of the Presiding Officers of the Regional Conference on Women in Latin America 
and the Caribbean and the seventeenth meeting of the Executive Committee of the Statistical Conference 
of the Americas, at which the countries had agreed on a list of 150 prioritized indicators for the follow-up 
of the 2030 Agenda from a regional perspective. He also mentioned the twenty-seventh session of the 
Caribbean Development and Cooperation Committee (CDCC) at which participants had consolidated the 
“Caribbean first” strategy, with the aim of promoting the agenda of small island developing States, and 

                                                      
2  LC/PLEN.34/3.  
3  LC/FDS.3/3/Rev.1. 
4  LC/SES.37/3-P. 
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had discussed the proposal to create a resilience fund that linked debt relief for Caribbean countries and 
territories with investment in sustainable development and green economy projects. With respect to 
publications, he said that in 2018, six annual reports had been published, along with several documents in 
support of the implementation of the 2030 Agenda, including the notable first edition of The Caribbean 
Outlook.5. In total, the ECLAC website recorded 3.7 million document downloads, in addition to multiple 
visits to the Commission’s data observatories and repositories. 
 
22. The Deputy Executive Secretary for Management and Programme Analysis of ECLAC said that 
the Draft programme of work of the ECLAC system, 20216 was aligned with the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development and the SDGs. It consisted of 13 interdependent and complementary 
subprogrammes that were implemented in an integrated and multidisciplinary manner. The proposed 
strategic focus was designed to support the countries of the region in the implementation of the 
2030 Agenda, and of other transformative agendas. Annex 1 of the document included a list of legislative 
mandates for each subprogramme. Although the subprogrammes were related to the SDGs, the draft 
programme of work was not limited to the 2030 Agenda. To achieve its fundamental objectives, ECLAC 
would continue to offer its value proposition to member States by combining its three main functions: 
serving as a think tank and knowledge creation centre, as a forum for dialogue on public policies through 
intergovermental platforms and subsidiary bodies, and as a source of technical assistance and advisory 
services to the countries of the region. He also spoke of the major links between the SDGs and the draft 
programme of work of ECLAC for 2021, which was structured around five themes (economic 
development, social development, sustainable development, public management and subregional statistics 
and activities), and mainstreamed the gender perspective and sustainable development. The draft 
programme of work for 2021 included some changes compared with the previous one: it incorporated the 
thematic area of logistics and infrastructure in the objectives of subprogramme 1 (International trade, 
integration and infrastructure); subprogramme 2 (Production and innovation) focused more on the themes 
of productivity growth, innovation and digitalization, and as a result agriculture, which was previously 
included in this subprogramme, was incorporated into subprogramme 8 (Natural resources), which was 
then focused on sustainable natural resource management, including capacity-building in governance and 
sustainable use of these resources (in addition to the water-energy-extractive industry resources nexus) 
and themes of biodiversity, food security and sustainable agriculture. It was important to point out that 
none of these changes called for additional resources and that they were being carried out with existing 
resources, as they involved the reorganization of thematic areas in the interest of efficiency. Lastly, with 
regard to funding for the programme of work for the 2018–2019 biennium, 79.5% derived from the 
regular budget, followed by 12.9% from projects and agreements with donors, roughly 5% from the 
regular programme of technical cooperation, and 2.5% from United Nations Development Account 
projects, directly and indirectly. The main development partners were Germany, Spain, France and the 
Republic of Korea, in addition to the European Union, the United Nations system (United Nations 
Population Fund (UNFPA), World Food Programme (WFP), International Fund for Agricultural 
Development (IFAD) and World Bank Group) and the Ford Foundation, in the private sector. With regard 
to the complex financial situation facing the United Nations, he said that ECLAC was strengthening 
austerity measures and evaluating the impact that this could have on future implementation of the 
programme of work. Once the draft programme of work had been approved by the Committee of the 
Whole, the next steps would include comments in the meeting report, to ensure that the adopted resolution 
was translated into a mandate. The programme of work would serve as the basis for the preparation of the 
budget proposal for 2021 programmes, which would be submitted for review by the relevant bodies, such 
as the Fifth Committee of the General Assembly, to be adopted by the General Assembly in 2020.  

                                                      
5  LC/SES.37/14/Rev.1. 
6  LC/PLEN.34/4. 
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23. Statements were then made by the representatives of Brazil, Guatemala, Colombia, Mexico, 
Paraguay, Nicaragua and Uruguay. 
 
24. The representative of Brazil thanked the Executive Secretary for her presentation on the 
economic and social panorama, which provided useful context. He said that his country had examined the 
draft programme of work for 2021 carefully and that he had some comments that he would like reflected 
in the meeting report. With respect to subprogramme 3, in the first paragraph of the presentation section, 
on page 19, which mentioned the internal factors behind the economic slowdown, the expression “a fall in 
public spending” should be replaced with “unsuitable macro- and micro-economic policies unconducive 
to development”, considering that public spending played less of a role in the economic slowdown than 
the quality of economic policies. In the same section, instead of “a countercyclical fiscal framework”, it 
was more appropriate to speak of “a balanced fiscal framework”. With regard to investment programmes, 
the expression “a stronger role for public investment” should be replaced with a more general one, 
namely “a stronger role for private investment, including in partnerships with the public sector”, to better 
include the private sector. Brazil was particularly interested in subject area 3.3, included in the list of 
activities on page 22, on the analysis of development financing strategies and economic policies in the 
region. However, it was not clear how item 1 (ii) —referring to a meeting of experts on a selected issue 
relating to domestic, regional and global financing for development architecture— would be addressed. 
He added that that point was relevant to the socioeconomic reality of the region and that a possible 
discussion theme in that area could be innovative mechanisms for attracting the private sector to 
development projects, especially in infrastructure (e.g. sanitation, transport and energy), in partnerships 
with the public sector and with multilateral and bilateral funding sources. Lastly, with regard to 
subprogrammes 7 and 8, there was no multilaterally agreed definition of “socioenvironmental conflicts”, 
so he proposed eliminating references to this concept on pages 39, 44 and 47, in order to avoid different 
interpretations with respect to the related ECLAC activities. 
 
25. The representative of Guatemala spoke of the Comprehensive Development Plan of the Northern 
Countries of Central America and Mexico and underscored his country’s commitment, along with that of 
the other countries that were part of the agreement, to the Plan, which addressed the structural causes of 
migration. His country was committed to a migration policy that placed people at the centre. It was 
important to remember that the causes of migration were not the same in all countries, and the 
Comprehensive Development Plan therefore had to consider the multiple causes in its recommendations. 
He said that the Plan was a valuable tool to complement the countries’ development efforts and he hoped 
that the United Nations system would therefore incorporate national priorities. The Plan also had to 
incorporate short-, medium- and long-term activities. Lastly, he said that climate change was also a driver 
of migration and that it could affect the coffee industry, for example. Therefore, it was crucial to consider 
and examine the phenomenon. With regard to the draft programme of work of the ECLAC system for 
2021, he expressed concern about the current limitations of the United Nations budget and said that 
access to the resources required to implement an annual programme of that magnitude was fundamental.  
 
26. The representative of Colombia said that it was essential to mention small and medium-sized 
enterprises (SMEs) as they related to local, regional and global value chains, and the challenges of  
e-commerce. She also asked to include a study on the participation of SMEs in global value chains among 
the non-recurrent publications of subject area 1.2 relating to subprogramme 1, and to consider how those 
companies could leverage information and communications technologies (ICTs) and e-commerce to enter 
the market. She hailed the incorporation of themes such as artificial intelligence into subprogramme 2 and 
other elements that were in line with her country’s priorities in terms of innovation to strengthen 
productivity and diversify the production sector. Lastly, she expressed agreement with the representative 
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of Guatemala on the importance of an analysis of the impact of falling coffee prices and the effects on the 
sustainable development of several countries in the region.  
 
27. The representative of Mexico highlighted the excellent work done and said that technological 
change was extremely important to his country, and he therefore appreciated the consideration of the 
fourth industrial revolution in the draft programme of work. With respect to subject area 4.1 of 
subprogramme 4, on the assessment of the social situation of the population, he requested that ECLAC 
incorporate a study on indigenous peoples and Afrodescendent populations. In subject area 4.2 on social 
policies for equality and social protection, he requested the inclusion of a study on the role of the social 
and financial inclusion of vulnerable populations. In relation to subprogramme 5, he requested that more 
emphasis be placed on the gender perspective in point 8 on field projects. Subprogramme 6 (Population 
and development) should better highlight mainstreaming of the gender perspective and mention the 
Montevideo Consensus on Population and Development, and also shed light on other marginalized 
populations such as indigenous peoples, Afrodescendants, older persons and persons with disabilities. 
With regard to subprogramme 10 (Statistics), he reiterated Mexico’s support for strengthening the 
Statistical Conference of the Americas and requested the addition of a reference to the globalization of 
the digital economy and the use of non-traditional data sources to the second paragraph of the 
presentation section on page 53, where emerging areas are mentioned. He requested the inclusion of the 
Association of Caribbean States (ACS) and of the Organization of Eastern Caribbean States (OECS) in 
addition to the Caribbean Community (CARICOM) in the second paragraph of the strategy section of 
subprogramme 12 (Subregional activities in the Caribbean). 
 
28. The representative of Paraguay expressed his appreciation of the presentation and said that the 
programme of work should include both regional and extraregional aspects. He appreciated the support of 
ECLAC for the implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action for Landlocked Developing 
Countries for the Decade 2014-2024. Progress had been made in trade facilitation, despite logistical and 
technological challenges. He was grateful for the inclusion of these themes in subprogramme 1 and said 
that his country would participate actively in those activities, as they provided a space to share 
experiences. He also expressed his country’s interest in participating in all international forums. Paraguay 
had presented its voluntary national review to the high-level political forum on sustainable development 
in 2018, and was willing to share good practices. With regard to the subprogramme on natural resources, 
he agreed that it was important to work on a new model of governance of these resources. In conclusion, 
he underscored the importance of the Escazú Agreement, which his country had signed, and agreed with 
the representative of Guatemala about the importance of securing resources for the ECLAC programme of 
work amid the backdrop of the critical financial situation the United Nations was facing. 
 
29. The representative of Nicaragua expressed his agreement with the representatives of Colombia 
and Guatemala about conducting a study on coffee production and commercialization, as that industry 
was highly vulnerable to climate change effects and its performance should also be considered one of the 
causes of migration in Central America.  
 
30. After expressing appreciation for ECLAC studies, the representative of Uruguay underscored the 
importance of the gender perspective and, in particular, of development in transition, which was 
fundamental to her country and the region.  
 
31. The Deputy Executive Secretary for Management and Programme Analysis thanked the 
representatives of the countries for their comments and said that these had been noted and would be 
included in the meeting report. 
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Report on preparations for the fourth meeting of the Forum of the Countries of Latin America and 
the Caribbean on Sustainable Development (Havana, April 2020) (agenda item 4) 
 
32. The Deputy Permanent Representative of Cuba to the United Nations, in her capacity as Chair of 
the Committee of the Whole, spoke of the preparations for the fourth meeting of the Forum of the 
Countries of Latin America and the Caribbean on Sustainable Development, to be held in Havana, from 
28–31 March 2020, at the Palacio de la Convenciones. She said that the thirty-seventh session of ECLAC 
had been held there in 2018, and the logistics would be similar. She also said that she was working with 
the Office of the Secretary of the Commission of ECLAC on the programme, which included meetings 
with resident coordinators, in addition to meetings with civil society and the meeting of the Regional 
Collaborative Platform for Latin America and the Caribbean, which included funds, programmes and 
specialized agencies of the United Nations system. The launch and presentation of the proposed regional 
portal on the Sustainable Development Goals —SDG Gateway— would take place on 29 March. It was 
hoped that the discussion would be continued with Europe and the panels on the contributions of the 
United Nations system and other relevant actors. Conclusions and recommendations would be adopted on 
the final day. The theme of each panel would be defined and disclosed shortly, once there was clarity on 
the modalities of the organization of the high-level political forum on sustainable development in 2020. 
 
33. The Executive Secretary of ECLAC said that a document on progress in the SDGs would be 
presented at the fourth meeting of the Forum in addition to the proposed regional portal on the SDGs. 
Several countries of the region would present their voluntary national reviews to the high-level political 
forum on sustainable development in 2020, bringing the total to 67% of countries, and thus reflecting the 
region’s commitment to the 2030 Agenda. Therefore, during the fourth meeting of the Forum in Havana, 
it would be interesting to conduct a peer review in which countries that had already presented their 
voluntary national reviews would share their experiences and lessons learned with the countries that were 
preparing to do so in 2020. 
 
34. Next, Rolando Ocampo, Chief of the Statistics Division of ECLAC, spoke about the proposed 
regional portal on SDGs —SDG Gateway— which ECLAC was developing along with United Nations 
funds, programmes and specialized agencies present in the region and which was expected to be presented 
at the fourth meeting of the Forum of the Countries of Latin America and the Caribbean on Sustainable 
Development. The portal would group together information relating to the follow-up of the 2030 Agenda 
and the SDGs, which would include statistical information linked to official data of each country as well 
as global data. This knowledge platform would serve as a repository for data and instruments of the 
United Nations system in the region, which should be useful for the countries as a “single window” 
providing access to available information on the SDGs. The portal would contain updated information on 
the implementation of the 2030 Agenda in the region, including national and regional activities driven by 
United Nations funds, programmes and specialized agencies, and important information on the 
institutional architecture and follow-up processes for the 2030 Agenda in the countries. It would also 
include historical information on the origins of the 2030 Agenda. The platform would contain data 
organized by SDG, by country and by activity of each United Nations fund, programme and specialized 
agency, in addition to countries’ voluntary national reviews, resolutions and agreements, among other 
important information.  
 
35. Next, the Chief of the Statistics Division of ECLAC showed participants each proposed section of 
the regional portal on SDGs. The portal would contain a description of each SDG, its respective 
indicators, and regional and national information. The section on countries, for example, would include 
presented voluntary national reports in addition to links to the resident coordinator office, to the  
United Nations system in that country and to official national statistics. The section on statistics would 
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comprise six spaces, with national, regional and global data, including information on the Inter-Agency 
and Expert Group on Sustainable Development Goal Indicators and the High-level Group for Partnership, 
Coordination and Capacity-Building for Statistics for the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development; 
global indicators and information on custodian agencies, prioritized regional indicators and annual 
progress reports on SDGs. It would also include information on the exercise carried out by ECLAC to 
determine the statistical capacity of the region’s countries, in order to analyse, at the national and regional 
levels, which indicators could be calculated and which still needed to be developed. The portal would 
allow data to be viewed in different ways, by SDG, by country, or for the region, for comparative 
purposes. The aim was a complete platform including all the relevant information by March 2020. In 
conclusion, the Chief of the Statistics Division said that the development of the proposal was a mandate 
of the Executive Secretary deriving from the Secretary-General’s recommendations within the framework 
of the United Nations reform. 
 
36. The representative of Mexico applauded the work done on the development of the regional portal 
on SDGs and said that it was an excellent example of collaborative effort that could serve as an example 
for other United Nations entities. With regard to the fourth meeting of the Forum, his government was 
interested in the modality of civil society participation and said that there was an agreed mechanism for 
such participation at those meetings. 
 
37. The representative of Ecuador said that the described platform was a useful instrument because it 
would reveal areas where improvement was needed and convey the experiences of other countries that 
could be replicated. With respect to the fourth meeting of the Forum, he requested more information on 
the space that would be created to allow countries to share their experiences relating to voluntary national 
reviews, as his country would present its review at the high-level political forum on sustainable 
development in 2020. 
 
38. Luis Fidel Yáñez, Officer-in-Charge of the Office of the Secretary of the Commission, explained 
that there were plans to organize a workshop on voluntary national reviews within the framework of the 
fourth meeting of the Forum. More details on the workshop would be provided once consultations had 
been completed to determine the new SDG review cycle within the framework of the high-level political 
forum on sustainable development. However, the workshop would facilitate peer learning and include an 
exchange between countries with more experience and those presenting their voluntary national reviews 
for the first time. 
 
Report on the preparations for the thirty-eighth session of the Economic Commission for Latin America 
and the Caribbean (ECLAC) (San José, May 2020) (agenda item 5) 
 
39. Rodrigo Alberto Carazo, Permanent Representative of Costa Rica to the United Nations, was 
pleased that his country would host the thirty-eighth session of ECLAC, to be held from 25–29 May 
2020, in a new and recently inaugurated convention centre. He also expressed his government’s intention 
that the meeting include the participation of all actors, including civil society and the private sector. With 
respect to the organization of work, he explained that the first day would be the national day organized by 
Costa Rica and that ECLAC would present the report on activities in 2019 and the draft programme of 
work for 2022. The Executive Secretary would present to the countries the document prepared for the 
session, which would then be addressed in thematic panel discussions. The Committee on South-South 
Cooperation would also meet and ECLAC subsidiary bodies would report on the activities carried out 
over the previous two years. In conclusion, he said that the environmental big push, which the Executive 
Secretary had mentioned, was central for Costa Rica, and he invited the countries to commit to measures 
to fight climate change effects. He added that ECLAC played a crucial role in gathering support in that 
respect and in increasing nationally determined contributions.  
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40. The Executive Secretary briefly mentioned the document that ECLAC was preparing for its 
thirty-eighth session. The central theme was how to simultaneously address three crises: economic, social 
and environmental. In that respect, the Commission was developing a model that would define sustainable 
development gaps. There was a need to determine how much fiscal space was available to reduce poverty, 
create formal jobs and tackle the environmental crisis. There was no easy solution. The document would 
explore the growth rate required to generate formal employment with social protection in order to reduce 
inequality without damaging the environment. It was important to close technological and digital gaps, 
adjust production strategies and diversify the export basket. Negotiations were needed to achieve 
governance that involved shared technological efforts. The trilemma of achieving social, external and 
environmental balance had to be addressed.  
 
Update on progress made in the reform of the United Nations development system (agenda item 6) 
 
41. Next, the Executive Secretary of ECLAC reported on progress made in the reform of the 
United Nations development system. ECLAC was working on the five recommendations for the longer-term 
restructuring of regional assets included in the report of the Secretary-General.7 As regards the first 
recommendation, the creation of a unified mechanism for coordination in each region —a United Nations 
regional collaborative platform— to foster collaboration on sustainable development across entities of the 
United Nations development system operating at the regional level, ECLAC was focused on the second phase 
of the work of the internal review team on management reform, seeking the best way to collaborate. For the 
Commission, dialogue with member States was fundamental to ensure that the platform was aligned with 
countries’ real demands. Until then, the United Nations Sustainable Development Group-Latin America and 
the Caribbean, presided over by the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), had served as a 
cooperation mechanism for the funds, programmes and specialized agencies of the United Nations, and 
ECLAC had presided over the Regional Coordination Mechanism for Latin America and the Caribbean. From 
then on, those two mechanisms would be merged into one for better coordination and efficiency. At the Forum 
of the Countries of Latin America and the Caribbean on Sustainable Development, for example, the funds, 
programmes and specialized agencies convened to listen to the countries’ priorities and needs, giving rise to 
thematic partnerships. In the region, work was already being carried out on food security, for instance, in a 
partnership coordinated by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) and involving 
the participation of the World Food Programme (WFP), the International Fund for Agricultural Development 
(IFAD), the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA) and ECLAC. Another partnership 
could focus on social development, with the participation of the International Labour Organization (ILO), the 
United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and the United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the 
Empowerment of Women (UN-Women). It was being suggested that these thematic partnerships should be 
linked to ECLAC subsidiary bodies and that their proposals should be presented at the meetings of each body. 
However, the coordination between the different United Nations entities had to involve the member States, so 
the collaborative platform had to support the resident coordinators and country teams with a view to providing 
the countries with the necessary assistance. 
 
42. The second recommendation of the Secretary-General was the establishment of strong knowledge 
management hubs. The Executive Secretary said that the regional portal on the Sustainable Development 
Goals —SDG Gateway—, for which the proposal had been presented, had been developed for that purpose, 
to pool the information of the countries with that of the United Nations funds, programmes and specialized 
agencies, to gather and disseminate knowledge. The second part of the recommendation was to establish 

                                                      
7  United Nations, Implementation of General Assembly resolution 71/243 on the quadrennial comprehensive 

policy review of operational activities for development of the United Nations system (2019). Report of the 
Secretary-General (A/74/73–E/2019/14), New York, 2019. 
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rosters of expertise to ensure the deployment of surge capacities on key policy issues to respond to specific 
national requests, and efforts were being made to determine the criteria for those rosters.  
 
43. The third recommendation was to implement a series of initiatives to enhance transparency and 
results-based management, which required the strengthening of intergovernmental forums. Within ECLAC, 
there was the work of the subsidiary bodies, which were forums for broad participation. As an example, the 
Executive Secretary mentioned the Statistical Conference of the Americas, whose working groups involved 
the participation of the United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women  
(UN-Women), the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) and the International Labour Organization 
(ILO), among others. However, there were also other intergovernmental bodies and it was important to keep 
abreast of their activities and progress, with a view to ensuring better coordination and greater transparency. 
 
44. The fourth recommendation was the launch of a region-by-region change management process 
that sought to consolidate existing capacities with regard to data and statistics, and in that respect the 
regional portal on the SDGs, for which the proposal had been presented, was also included.  
 
45. Lastly, the fifth recommendation involved the identification of administrative services that could be 
provided more efficiently to regional offices through common back offices, and co-location in common 
premises. The Executive Secretary said that the aim was to ensure greater administrative efficiency and 
savings, and progress was being made in terms of the identification of national and subregional offices that 
could be grouped into shared offices and the countries where they should be located.  
 
46. In the statements that followed, the representative of Mexico recalled General Assembly 
resolution 72/279, which underscored the need to revamp the regional structures, recognizing the specificities 
of each region and bearing in mind that no one size fits all. In that regard, the countries hoped that the proposal 
would be applicable to Latin America and the Caribbean, and that the work of the internal review team on 
management reform would be based on a regional perspective.  
 
47. The representative of El Salvador welcomed the creation of the regional portal on the SDGs and 
agreed with the representative of Mexico that the region’s specificities should be taken into account in the 
reform of the United Nations development system.  
 
48. The Chair of the Committee of the Whole said that it was important to be present during the 
discussions of the Fifth Committee to ensure that the resources needed to strengthen ECLAC capacity were 
secured. Moreover, Cuba was sure that ECLAC had all the tools to coordinate regional reform efforts. 
 
49. The Executive Secretary emphasized that in terms of region-by-region reform, or taking into 
account the characteristics of each region, the role of ECLAC was to listen to the countries, maintain 
dialogue and encourage collaborative work, as it was up to the countries to state the outputs they wanted 
to see included in knowledge platforms. The requirements of the Caribbean, for example, or the aspects 
that countries wanted to face together, as a region, had to be acknowledged. In that regard, she suggested 
the creation of a contact group to discuss proposals with the countries. 
 
Consideration and adoption of agreements (agenda item 7) 
 
50. The Chair of the Committee of the Whole presented the draft resolution “Programme of work and 
priorities of the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean for 2021”, which was 
adopted by the countries. The text is included in annex 1. 
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Annex 1 
 
 

RESOLUTION 736(PLEN.34) PROGRAMME OF WORK AND PRIORITIES OF THE 
ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN FOR 2021 

 
 
The Committee of the Whole of the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean, 
 
 Recalling rule 24 of the rules of procedure of the Commission and the mandates issued by the 
General Assembly and the Economic and Social Council of the United Nations concerning the 
preparation and consideration of the programmes of work of all the bodies of the system,  
 
 Recalling also the outcome document of the United Nations Conference on Sustainable 
Development, held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, from 20 to 22 June 2012, entitled “The future we want”1 and 
General Assembly resolutions 70/1 “Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development” and 69/313 “Addis Ababa Action Agenda of the Third International Conference on 
Financing for Development (Addis Ababa Action Agenda)” as well as the Paris Agreement,2 
 

Recalling paragraphs 80 and 81 of resolution 70/1 “Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development”, which welcome the cooperation of regional commissions and organizations in 
the regional and subregional follow-up and review of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and 
encourage the regional commissions to continue supporting Member States in this regard,  
 
 Recalling further General Assembly resolution 71/243 on the quadrennial comprehensive policy 
review of operational activities for development of the United Nations system, 2019, as well as General 
Assembly resolutions 72/279, 72/236, 73/248, and ECOSOC resolution 2019/15;  
 

Taking into consideration that by virtue of resolution 728(XXXVII) adopted by the Commission 
at its thirty-seventh session, member States decided that the Committee of the Whole is the appropriate 
body to review and adopt the annual programme of work of the system of the Economic Commission for 
Latin America and the Caribbean in the years falling between years in which sessions of the Commission 
are held;  
 

Reaffirming the role of the Commission as an essential component of the United Nations 
development system based on: (i) its convening function as an intergovernmental platform for policy 
advice and dialogue; (ii) its ability to act as a think tank for devising analysis and policy 
recommendations; and (iii) its capacity to provide technical cooperation and normative and capacity-
building support to its member States; 

 
Emphasizing the importance of the regional space in successfully repositioning the United Nations 

Development system by: (i) strengthening regional and subregional approaches in the implementation of the 
2030 Agenda, as well as the agreements and outcomes of major United Nations conferences and summits;  
(ii) the need to address gaps and overlaps bearing in mind that there is no “one-size-fits-all” model for the 
regional approach and that it is necessary to consider the specificities of each region and the strengths of its 
regional mechanisms; (iii) the need to preserve the existing functions already performed by the United Nations 

                                                      
1  See General Assembly resolution 66/288 of 27 July 2012. 
2 See FCCC/CP/2015/10/Add.1, decision 1/CP.21, annex. 



18 

 

development system at the regional level, including current interactions between the regional economic 
commissions and member States; and (iv) the importance of ensuring adequate regular budget resources in 
order to fulfil the mandate of the commissions;  
 

Taking into account the Report on the activities of the Commission 2018,3 
 
 Taking into account also that the thirty-fourth session of the Committee of the Whole is the 
occasion for the relevant intergovernmental review of the Draft programme of work of the ECLAC 
system, 2021,4 
 
 Having reviewed the outcomes and activities of 2018 and the work priorities for the Commission 
as set out in the presentation on the Draft programme of work of the ECLAC system, 2021, which 
includes the Latin American and Caribbean Institute for Economic and Social Planning, and which 
updates and reinforces the priorities endorsed by the Commission at its thirty-seventh session, 
  
 Having reviewed also all aspects of the Draft programme of work of the ECLAC system, 2021, 
which further strengthens programming, results-based management and evaluation, 
 
 Bearing in mind that the basic guidelines and overarching orientation for the formulation of the 
Draft programme of work of the ECLAC system, 2021 incorporate the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development, including the Sustainable Development Goals and targets and the means of implementation 
of that Agenda, the Addis Ababa Action Agenda of the Third International Conference on Financing for 
Development, the Paris Agreement, the SIDS Accelerated Modalities of Action (SAMOA) Pathway, the 
Vienna Programme of Action for Landlocked Developing Countries for the Decade 2014-2024, the New 
Urban Agenda of the United Nations Conference on Housing and Sustainable Urban Development 
(Habitat III), the Buenos Aires outcome document of the second High-level United Nations Conference 
on South-South Cooperation, the outcomes and results of major United Nations conferences and summits, 
and resolution 66/288 “The future we want”, by virtue of which the countries agreed to contribute to 
providing coordinated and integrated follow-up to the outcomes and results of the major United Nations 
conferences and summits in the economic, social and environmental spheres,  
 

Acknowledging the secretariat’s efforts to update and align the content and modalities of the 
programme of work with the new requirements emerging from the aforementioned agendas, action plans 
and instruments,  
 

1. Adopts the programme of work of the Economic Commission for Latin America and  
the Caribbean, 2021, in its entirety, including its innovations and changes in the implementation 
strategies, which, together with the amendments proposed and observations made in the discussions held 
in the plenary session, shall become the legislative mandate for the execution of programmes, projects 
and technical cooperation activities, and for the production of the wide range of knowledge products and 
publications identified therein;  
 

2. Emphasizes and welcomes the fact that the draft programme of work and priorities of the 
system of the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean for 2021 reflects the alignment 
and adaptation of activities, contents and modalities of the programme of work to the new requirements 

                                                      
3  LC/PLEN.34/3. 
4  LC/PLEN.34/4. 
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arising from the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the Sustainable Development Goals and 
their targets, as well as from internationally agreed action plans and instruments;  

 
3. Requests the Executive Secretary to submit the proposed budget for implementing the activities 

described in the programme of work to the relevant United Nations bodies for their consideration;  
 

4. Expresses its concern at the recent decline in the budgetary resources allocated to the 
Commission to carry out the activities set forth in the programme of work;  
 

5. Notes with satisfaction the Report on the activities of the Commission, 2018 and underlines 
the wide-ranging outcomes achieved by the Commission in the different areas of work, commending 
especially its results-based approach and capacity to respond to the needs of the region;  
 

6. Welcomes the efforts made by the Executive Secretary to strengthen accountability and 
evaluation with a view to enhancing the effectiveness and relevance of the Commission to the benefit of 
the region’s development, and recommends pursuing those efforts;  
 

7. Encourages the Executive Secretary to continue the practice of convening the Committee of 
the Whole in the intervals between the sessions of the Commission, also with a view to strengthening and 
broadening the dialogue between member States and the secretariat on issues deemed to be relevant;  
 

8. Requests the Executive Secretary to report on the progress made in implementing this 
resolution at the thirty-eighth session of the Commission. 
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LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 
 
 

A. Estados miembros de la Comisión 
States members of the Commission 

 
 
ANTIGUA Y BARBUDA/ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA 
 
Representante/Representative: 
– Walton Webson, Permanent Representative of Antigua and Barbuda to the United Nations,  

email: webson@ab.gov.ag 
 
Miembro de la delegación/Delegation member: 
– Tumasie Blair, Counsellor, Permanent Mission of Antigua and Barbuda to the United Nations,  

email: tumasie.blair@ab.gov.ag 
 
ARGENTINA  
 
Representante/Representative: 
– Martín García Moritán, Representante Permanente de la Argentina ante las Naciones Unidas,  

email: enaun@mrecic.gov.ar  
 
Miembros de la delegación/Delegation members: 
– Alejandro Verdier, Representante Permanente Alterno, Misión Permanente de la Argentina  

ante las Naciones Unidas, email: enaun@mrecic.gov.ar  
– Guido Crilchuk, Primer Secretario, Misión Permanente de la Argentina ante las Naciones Unidas, 

email: ckg@mrecic.gov.ar 
 
BAHAMAS 
 
Representante/Representative: 
– Sheila Carey, Permanent Representative of the Commonwealth of the Bahamas,  

email: adminasst@bahamasny.com  
 
BARBADOS 
 
Representante/Representative: 
– Kereeta Whyte, First Secretary, Permanent Mission of Barbados to the United Nations,  

email: barbados@un.int  
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BOLIVIA (ESTADO PLURINACIONAL DE)/BOLIVIA (PLURINATIONAL STATE OF) 
 
Representante/Representative: 
– Liliana Oropeza-Acosta, Segunda Secretaria, Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores,  

email: oropezaliliana@gmail.com  
 
BRASIL/BRAZIL  
 
Representante/Representative: 
– Mauro Vieira, Embajador, Representante Permanente del Brasil ante las Naciones Unidas,  

email: distri.delbrasonu@itamaraty.gov.br 
 
Miembros de la delegación/Delegation members: 
– Philip Fox-Drummond Gough, Ministro Consejero, Misión Permanente del Brasil ante las  

Naciones Unidas, email: philip.gough@itamaraty.gov.br  
– Lucas Pavan Lopes, Segundo Secretario, Misión Permanente del Brasil ante las Naciones Unidas, 

email: lucas.pavan@itamaraty.gov.br  
 
CHILE  
 
Representante/Representative: 
– Montserrat González, Segunda Secretaria, Misión Permanente de Chile ante las Naciones Unidas, 

email: mgonzalezc@minrel.gob.cl 
 
Miembro de la delegación/Delegation member: 
– Carmen Nishihara, Tercera Secretaria, Misión Permanente de Chile ante las Naciones Unidas,  

email: cnishihara@minrel.gob.cl 
 
COLOMBIA  
 
Representante/Representative: 
– Andrés Rugeles, Representante Permanente Alterno de Colombia ante las Naciones Unidas,  

email: arugeles@colombiaun.org  
 
Miembro de la delegación/Delegation member: 
– Faryde Carlier, Consejero, Misión Permanente de Colombia ante las Naciones Unidas,  

email: fcarlier@colombiaun.org 
 
COSTA RICA  
 
Representante/Representative: 
– Rodrigo Alberto Carazo, Representante Permanente de Costa Rica ante las Naciones Unidas,  

email: contact@missioncrun.org; contact.costaricamission@gmail.com; rcarazo@rree.go.cr  
 
Miembro de la delegación/Delegation member: 
– Daniel Zavala, Consejero, Misión Permanente de Costa Rica ante las Naciones Unidas,  

email: dzavala@rree.go.cr  
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CUBA  
 
Representante/Representative: 
– Ana Silvia Rodríguez Abascal, Representante Permanente Alterna de Cuba ante las Naciones Unidas, 

email: cuba_onu@cubanmission.com 
 
Miembro de la delegación/Delegation member: 
– Biana Leyva Regueira, Tercera Secretaria, Misión Permanente de Cuba ante las Naciones Unidas, 

email: biana@cubanmission.com 
 
DOMINICA 
 
Representante/Representative 
– Loreen Bannis‐Roberts, Permanent Representative of Dominica to the United Nations,  

email: domun@onecommonwealth.org; dominicaun@gmail.com  
 
Miembro de la delegación/Delegation member: 
– Julien LeBlanc, Advisor, Permanent Mission of Dominica to the United Nations;  

email: juleb62@gmail.com 
 
ECUADOR  
 
Representante/Representative: 
– Andrés Córdova, Segundo Secretario, Misión Permanente del Ecuador ante las Naciones Unidas, 

email: acordova@cancilleria.gob.ec 
 
Miembro de la delegación/Delegation member: 
– Esteban Cadena, Primer Secretario, Misión Permanente del Ecuador ante las Naciones Unidas,  

email: ecadenad@gmail.com 
 
EL SALVADOR 
 
Representante/Representative: 
– Egriselda López, Representante Permanente de El Salvador ante las Naciones Unidas,  

email: eagonzalez@rree.gob.sv  
 
ESPAÑA/SPAIN 
 
Representante/Representative: 
– Agustín Santos Maraver, Representante Permanente de España ante las Naciones Unidas,  

email: alejandro.mallado@maec.es  
 
Miembros de la delegación/Delegation members: 
– Alberto Miranda, Consejero, Misión Permanente de España ante las Naciones Unidas,  

email: alberto.miranda@maec.es  
– Jesús María Lavalle, Consejero, Misión Permanente de España ante las Naciones Unidas,  

email: jesusm.lavalle@maec.es  
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ESTADOS UNIDOS DE AMÉRICA/UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
Representante/Representative: 
– Jesse Walter, Adviser, Permanent Mission of the United States to the United Nations,  

email: usun.newyork@state.gov  
 
Miembros de la delegación/Delegation members: 
– Hakan Stanis, Adviser, Permanent Mission of the United States to the United Nations,  

email: usun.newyork@state.gov 
 
FRANCIA/FRANCE 
 
Representante/Representative: 
– Thierry Peyroux, First Secretary, Permanent Mission of France to the United Nations,  

email: thierry.peyroux@diplomatic.gov.fr; france@franceonu.org  
 
Miembro de la delegación/Delegation member: 
– Andrea Segura, Permanent Mission of France to the United Nations,  

email: andrea.segura@diplomatic.gov.fr  
 
GUATEMALA  
 
Representante/Representative: 
– Omar Castañeda-Solares, Representante Permanente Alterno de Guatemala ante las Naciones Unidas, 

email: onunewyork@minex.gob.gt, acastaneda@minex.gob.gt 
 
GUYANA 
 
Representante/Representative: 
– Rudolph Michael Ten-Pow, Permanent Representative of Guyana to the United Nations,  

email: mtenpow@mission.gov.gy 
 
HONDURAS 
 
Representante/Representative: 
– Irma Alejandrina Rosa, Representante Permanente Alterna de Honduras ante las Naciones Unidas, 

email: i.rosa@hnun.org 
 
Miembro de la delegación/Delegation member: 
– Fadua Ortez, Primera Secretaria, Misión Permanente de Honduras ante las Naciones Unidas,  

email: f.ortez@hnun.org  
 
ITALIA/ITALY 
 
Representante/Representative: 
– Mario Volpe, Attaché, Misión Permanente de Italia ante las Naciones Unidas, email: volpe@esteri.it  
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JAMAICA 
 
Representante/Representative: 
– Christine Bailey, Counsellor, Permanent Mission of Jamaica to the Unidad Nations, email: jamaica@un.int 
 
MÉXICO/MEXICO  
 
Representante/Representative: 
– Juan Ramón de la Fuente, Representante Permanente de México ante las Naciones Unidas,  

email: jdelafuente@sre.gob.mx  
 
Miembro de la delegación/Delegation member: 
– Diego Dewar, Segundo Secretario, Misión Permanente de México ante las Naciones Unidas,  

email: ddewar@sre.gob.mx  
 
NICARAGUA  
 
Representante/Representative: 
– Jaime Hermida, Representante Permanente de Nicaragua ante las Naciones Unidas,  

email: jaimehermida@yahoo.com  
 
Miembro de la delegación/Delegation member: 
– Manuel Madriz, Representante Permanente Alterno de Nicaragua ante las Naciones Unidas,  

email: nicaragua@un.int 
 
PANAMÁ/PANAMA  
 
Representante/Representative: 
– Isbeth Quiel Murcia, Encargada de Negocios, a.i., Misión Permanente de Panamá ante las  

Naciones Unidas, email: emb@panama-un.org; iquiel@panama-un.org 
 
Miembro de la delegación/Delegation member: 
– María Teresa Petrocelli Rojas, Segunda Secretaria, Misión Permanente de Panamá ante las  

Naciones Unidas, email: mpetrocelli@panama-un.org  
 
PARAGUAY 
 
Representante/Representative: 
– Julio César Arriola, Representante Permanente del Paraguay ante las Naciones Unidas,  

email: paraguay@un.int  
 
Miembro de la delegación/Delegation member: 
– Fabián Ybarra, Primer Secretario, Misión Permanente del Paraguay ante las Naciones Unidas,  

email: fybarraun@gmail.com  
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PERÚ/PERU 
 
Representante/Representative: 
– Gerardo Talavera, Segundo Secretario, Misión Permanente del Perú ante las Naciones Unidas,  

email: gtalavera@unperu.org  
 
REPÚBLICA DE COREA/REPUBLIC OF KOREA 
 
Representante/Representative: 
– Hye Mi Kim, First Secretary, Permanent Mission of the Republic of Korea to the United Nations, 

email: kymkim09@mofa.go.kr  
 
REPÚBLICA DOMINICANA/DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
 
Representante/Representative: 
– Carla Carlson, Técnico en Negociaciones Exteriores, Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores,  

email: carlson.carla@gmail.com 
 
SAINT KITTS Y NEVIS/SAINT KITTS AND NEVIS 
 
Representante/Representative: 
– Sam Terrence Condor, Permanent Representative of Saint Kitts and Nevis to the United Nations, 

email: sam.condor@yahoo.com  
 
SANTA LUCÍA/SAINT LUCIA 
 
Representante/Representative: 
– Cosmos Richardson, Permanent Representative of Saint Lucia to the United Nations,  

email: info@stluciamission.org; cosmos.richardson@gmail.com 
 
Miembro de la delegación/Delegation member: 
– Kimberly Louis, First Secretary, Permanent Mission of Saint Lucia to the United Nations,  

email: kimberly.louis@govt.lc 
 
SURINAME 
 
Representante/Representative: 
– Kitty Sweeb, Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Suriname to the United Nations,  

email: suriname@un.int  
 
Miembro de la delegación/Delegation member: 
– Nisha Herrenberg, Advisor, Permanent Mission of Suriname to the United Nations,  

email: nherrenberg1@gmail.com  
 
TRINIDAD Y TABAGO/TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 
 
Representante/Representative: 
– Pennelope Beckles, Permanent Representative of Trinidad and Tobago to the United Nations,  

email: prunny@foreign.gov.tt  
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Miembro de la delegación/Delegation member: 
– Vladamir Budhu, Second Secretary, Permanent Mission of Trinidad and Tobago to the  

United Nations, email: vbudhu@trinbago.org  
 
TURQUÍA/TURKEY 
 
Representante/Representative: 
– Zeynep Çelikel, Third Secretary, Permanent Mission of Turkey to the United Nations,  

email: zeynep.celikel@mfa.gov.tr 
 
URUGUAY 
 
Representante/Representative: 
– Luis Bermúdez, Representante Permanente Alterno del Uruguay ante las Naciones Unidas,  

email: urudeleg@gmail.com 
 
Miembro de la delegación/Delegation member: 
– María Fernanda Silvera, Segunda Secretaria, Misión Permanente del Uruguay ante las  

Naciones Unidas, email: fsilvera.uruguay@gmail.com 
 
VENEZUELA (REPÚBLICA BOLIVARIANA DE)/VENEZUELA (BOLIVARIAN REPUBLIC OF) 
 
Representante/Representative: 
– Roberto Bayley Angeleri, Consejero, Misión Permanente de la República Bolivariana de Venezuela 

ante las Naciones Unidas, email: robertobayley.un@gmail.com  
 
 

D. Secretaría 
Secretariat 

 
 
Comisión Económica para América Latina y el Caribe (CEPAL)/Economic Commission  
for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) 
– Alicia Bárcena, Secretaria Ejecutiva/Executive Secretary, email: alicia.barcena@cepal.org 
– Raúl García-Buchaca, Secretario Ejecutivo Adjunto para Administración y Análisis  

de Programas/Deputy Executive Secretary for Management and Programme Analysis,  
email: raul.garcia-buchaca@cepal.org 

– Rolando Ocampo, Director, División de Estadísticas/Chief, Statistics Division,  
email: rolando.ocampo@cepal.org  

– Luis Fidel Yáñez, Oficial a Cargo, Oficina del Secretario de la Comisión/Officer in Charge,  
Office of the Secretary of the Commission, email: luis.yanez@cepal.org  

– Sandra Manuelito, Jefa, Unidad de Planificación y Evaluación de Programas, División de 
Planificación de Programas y Operaciones/Chief, Programme Planning and Evaluation Unit, 
Programme Planning and Operations Division, email: sandra.manuelito@cepal.org 

– Irene Barquero, Oficial de Programas, Unidad de Planificación y Evaluación de Programas, División 
de Planificación de Programas y Operaciones/Programme Officer, Programme Planning and 
Evaluation Unit, Programme Planning and Operations Division, email: irene.barquero@cepal.org 

 


