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ssues related to gender equality and the 
development of women have taken centre stage 

both globally and in the Caribbean due to the focus on 
women’s empowerment via the United Nations’ (UN) 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). This issue is 
particularly relevant in the Caribbean context in light 
of an ageing population, which can provide jobs for 
women in the emerging “silver industries”. This is one 
of the two areas which experts say are essential for 
the empowerment of women in the subregion. The 
other is how a lack of access to resources can affect 
women’s opportunities for entrepreneurship. 

In discussing the silver industries, Dr. Jennifer Rouse, 
Director of the Division of Ageing in the Trinidad and 
Tobago Ministry of the People and Social Development, 
explains that this caters to the subregion’s ageing 
population, and can generate new jobs. These jobs 
can include but are not limited to the provision of 
financial, legal and healthcare services. For example, 
providing long-term care at private institutions and at-
home care, in addition to will preparation and estate 
management for the elderly.

Rouse notes that in the region, elderly women have 
naturally taken up the role of caring for elderly persons 
in their families. “When we talk about support, 
women are labelled as the de facto care givers. In 
the Caribbean, the older population is predominantly 
female and we have the largest proportion of single 
poor women in the world.” 

In relation to the issue of lack of access to resources 
which constrain the autonomy/empowerment of 
women, Mr. Kelvin Sergeant, specialist at the 
International Labour Organization (ILO)  subregional 
office for the Caribbean, describes women’s 
economic empowerment as “a woman’s ability to bring 
about positive changes in her life and community 
as a result of participation in economic activities.” 
The ILO is promoting its Women’s Entrepreneurship 
Development (WED) drive, with a view “to unleash 
the economic potential of women’s enterprises to 
contribute to employment creation, gender equality, 
economic growth, and poverty reduction with the 
framework of the ILO’s Decent Work Agenda”. 

In discussing progress made and challenges still 
ahead, Dr. Gale T.C. Rigobert, Honourable Minister 
for Education, Innovation, Gender Relations and 
Sustainable Development of Saint Lucia notes that, 
“Too often gender relations are thrust into the spotlight 
only when we have to deal with gruesome news. If we 
have been thinking about these problems for over 40 
years, then how do we account for the progress gap? 
We must fully appreciate that while we have made 
significant strides, the global construct has not led us 
to a new way of thinking.” 

Similar views are echoed by Ms. Diane Quarless, 
Director of ECLAC Caribbean, who outlined some of 
the problems women continue to face. According to 
her, “the question of access to credit, the right to own 
land, equal access to labour markets, psycho-social 
barriers, and lack of access to productive resources 
are just some of the issues that we need to address. 
We must ensure that the 2030 Agenda meets the 
gender needs of our region.”

It is anticipated that women’s lack of empowerment 
will improve over the next 15 years if international 
commitments are fulfilled through the implementation 
of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and the 
Small Island Developing States (SIDS) Accelerated 
Modalities of Action (SAMOA) Pathway. 

Caribbean experts and government officials agree 
that pursuing the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development will provide real opportunities for 
advancing gender equality in the subregion. This is a 
goal supported by UN Women, as Tonni Ann Brodber, 
Deputy Representative of UN Women Multi-Country 
Office for the Caribbean, calls for the achievement 
of women’s economic autonomy through the SDGs. 
She notes that some of the areas through which 
this may be achieved are the promotion of positive 
attitudes of males towards females, ending violence 
against women, and sharing the responsibility of care 
between men and women.” 

These and other issues were discussed recently at 
a technical meeting on the economic empowerment 
of women in the Caribbean, organized by ECLAC in 
Port of Spain on 26 July 2016. The meeting  examined 
the role women’s economic empowerment could 
play in advancing the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development in the subregion. 

High-level government officials and senior 
international gender experts attended, and called for 
more to be done to ensure the economic and social 
autonomy of Caribbean women. Within the context of 
the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, the 
opportunities and challenges faced by women as 
against men in such areas including employment, 
education, human rights and political leadership 
speak to the issues of lack of equality which were at 
the heart of the discussions. 

This Caribbean consultation was the third and final 
subregional meeting convened in preparation for the 
XIII Regional Conference on Women in Latin America 
and the Caribbean, the other two having been held in 
Mexico City and Santiago de Chile, on 2-3 June and 
4-5 July 2016, respectively.

I
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he economic empowerment of women including 
gender equality is a key component of the 2030 

Agenda for Sustainable Development. Moreover, at the 
heart of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), 
gender, equality and the empowerment of women and 
girls play a central role. The 2030 Agenda is designed 
to catalyse action during the next 15 years in areas 
deemed critical for the attainment of sustainable 
development. 

Following her presentation at the recently concluded 
technical meeting of ECLAC to examine the state of 
economic empowerment of women in the Caribbean 
on 26 July 2016, the Hummingbird caught up with 
Ms. Sheila Stuart, Social Affairs Officer at ECLAC 
Caribbean, for a one on one. 

T

Read More
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Q  What are some of the challenges that women face today?

A The evidence shows that despite progress made in achieving gender equality, there 
are many areas in which gender inequality persists. For example, gender disparities 

remain in the economic circumstances of women. According to UN Women (2015), ”On 
average women in the labour market still earn 24% less than men globally.” For women 
wanting to become entrepreneurs, because they may not be owners of resources, access 
to capital does not come as easy as it may come for men. Such factors as ethnicity, poverty 
level and social class, and a lack of appropriate education may also hinder their progress in 
this regard.

Q  How can these disparities be addressed?  

A  Collaboration is needed between governments, the private sector, and financial and 
educational institutions in order to change this situation. One area in which the potential 

of women could be maximised through this collaboration, is the development of 
entrepreneurial programmes by government and the private sector, which could be part of 
the established curriculum of schools, colleges and universities. 

Q  How far are we from achieving this in the Caribbean? 

A  Caribbean countries have been making progress. In recent months, calls by heads 
of governments to find innovative, inclusive and accessible financing mechanisms as 

well as capacity building to advance women’s entrepreneurship, are gradually being 
answered. In July 2016, the first ever Commonwealth-wide crowd-funding initiative was 
launched alongside the CARICOM heads of government meeting in Guyana, with the goal 
of leveraging crowd-funding to attract new capital flows to the subregion and ultimately to 
create new jobs and drive economic growth.

Q  Yes, the FundRiseHER initiative. What is the significance of this for the subregion?

A  The FundRiseHER initiative is led by two female Caribbean entrepreneurs with inputs 
from the Commonwealth Businesswomen’s Network. The goal is to raise US $1 million 

to provide grant funding between US $10,000 and US $25,000 for 50 women entrepreneurs, 
through a global rewards-based crowd-funding campaign targeting 10 Caribbean countries.
Q  This sounds wonderful for prospective women entrepreneurs. But what about the 

progress of women in the workforce?

A While women are not necessarily excluded from the workplace, several cultural beliefs 
continue to underlie unconscious biases and assumptions, which serve to limit female 

participation at all levels of the labour market. Women are less likely than their male 
counterparts to have access to working capital, social contacts (through networking) and 
the different types of skills and experiences necessary for improving their participation in the 
labour market. In the Caribbean especially, gender based inequalities and related barriers 
are often responsible for these differences. 
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New opportunities for Caribbean women to 
access small business capital

The Hummingbird caught up with Ms. Sheila Stuart, Social Affairs Officer at ECLAC Caribbean, for a one on one. 
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Q  How can we address this issue?  

A  The possibility of women being able to contribute financially to a household can never be over-emphasized. In order 
to lift societies out of poverty, women must be provided with opportunities for productive employment and full 

participation in all aspects of the economy. This features prominently in Goal 8 of the SDGs, which calls for the promotion 
of “sustained inclusive and sustainable economic growth, full and productive employment and decent work for all”.

Q  How does this goal relate to other international commitments? 

A  There is some synergy between Goal 8 of the SDGs and the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action (BPfA), 
which identified the role of women in the economy as one of the critical areas of concern. The BPfA proposed six 

strategic objectives on “women and the economy” as areas for action at a national level to bring about the empowerment 
of women and girls, and gender equality. In essence, the policy framework has already been laid out and agreed upon. 
Also, in addition to the BPfA, Caribbean states committed to the ILO Decent Work Agenda (ILO, 2013), which is defined 
as not just the creation of jobs, but also the creation of jobs of acceptable quality. The Agenda makes clear that the level of 
employment (quantity) cannot be divorced from its quality, including the different forms of work and different conditions of 
work. 

Q  What are the benefits of encouraging women to become economically empowered? 

A  There are many significant benefits. When women are empowered, their access to jobs, financial services, education 
and skill development, property and other productive assets is increased. In addition when women are economically 

empowered, benefits accrue not only to family members but their immediate communities, because these women are 
more likely than men to invest in their community projects. Studies have found that whenever women control a greater share 
of household income, spending patterns change in ways that benefit children. As a result children are healthier and better 
educated, and more prepared for the future.

Q  How is ECLAC supporting the empowerment of women?

A  Following a request made by Member States at the 10th session of the Regional Conference on Women in Latin 
America and the Caribbean, held in Quito, Ecuador (2007), ECLAC, through its Division for Gender Affairs, agreed 

to act as secretariat of the Gender Equality Observatory for Latin America and the Caribbean, in order to coordinate the 
efforts both of other United Nations agencies and cooperation organizations involved, and of national machineries for the 
advancement of women and national statistical institutes of the countries of the region. Pillars identified by the observatory 
for building greater gender equality include control over their own bodies (physical autonomy); income generation and 
ownership of their personal and financial resources (economic autonomy); and full participation in decision-making that 
affect their lives individually and as a group (autonomy in decision making).  
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enior government representatives from Antigua 
and Barbuda (A&B) and Saint Kitts and Nevis 
(SKN) have been provided with tools to orient 

public spending with government priorities, following 
a series of training workshops undertaken by ECLAC 
Caribbean in both countries. 

ECLAC’s capacity building workshops are timely, 
given that Antigua and Barbuda’s government is on 
the brink of launching its Medium Term Development 
Strategy, while Saint Kitts is addressing its large debt 
overhang. The initiative is complementary to ECLAC’s 
recently launched debt for climate adaptation swaps 
proposal, which is designed to reduce the debt burden 
of Caribbean countries and improve growth through 
investment in green industries. 

Following a high level briefing seminar at the end of the 
week-long training workshop in Antigua and Barbuda, 
Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of Health, Mr. Walter 
Christopher, highlighted the potential of the techniques 
imparted to bolster the efficiency of the budgeting 
exercise. This praise was echoed one week later by 
Ms. Beverly Harris, Permanent Secretary of the Ministry 
of Sustainable Development of Saint Kitts and Nevis, 
who commended ECLAC Caribbean for promoting a 
“consensus – building and evidence – based” approach 
to expenditure management in Caribbean Small Island 
Developing States (SIDS). 

Present during the high-level briefing in Saint Kitts 
and Nevis were ECLAC Caribbean’s Deputy Director, 
Dr. Dillon Alleyne, and Sheldon McLean, Coordinator 
of the Economic Development Unit, both of whom 
emphasized the commitment of ECLAC to enhancing 
fiscal management in the Caribbean. The workshop 
was described as “opening the eyes” of the Ministry 
of Finance on how budgeting can be done “better”, 
according to Mr. Calvin Edwards, Deputy Financial 
Secretary in that Ministry
.  
The training in Antigua and Barbuda (from 18-22 July 
2016) drew 20 senior representatives from the Ministries 
of Finance and Corporate Governance, Health and 
the Environment, Education, Agriculture, and Social 
Transformation, while in Saint Kitts and Nevis (from 
25-29 July 2016), 19 senior representatives from the 

S

ECLAC project 
aimed at 
improving budget 
procedures 
in Caribbean 
countries 
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Ministries of Finance, Agriculture, Education, Health, 
Social Development, Sustainable Development, and 
Public Infrastructure participated. 

The workshops are designed to build the capacity 
of public officials to conduct Public Expenditure 
Reviews (PERs) with applications for their respective 
sectors. PERs are intended to align expenditures with 
government’s priorities. They are also intended to 
provide savings, either from expenditure reallocation 
or by reducing unproductive expenditures. In addition 
they improve fiscal management and can provide fiscal 
space especially when a country is experiencing fiscal 
challenges.

“Analysts will be able to identify whether policy 
directives are being met and to help steer ministries 
and agencies in the direction of planned policy at an 
early stage once the reviews are carried out on a regular 
basis. The approach to Public Expenditure Reviews will 
equip senior civil servants with the tools necessary to 
assess the economical efficiency and effectiveness 
of their programs”, noted Cordella Weston, Senior 
Budget Analyst in Ministry of Finance and Corporate 
Governance in Antigua and Barbuda. 

Eminent economist, Professor Vanus James, facilitated 
both workshops, and highlighted the uniqueness of 
the project’s methodology. He explained that ECLAC’s 
approach underscored its commitment to building 
the capacity of the participating countries, by not 

only providing training, but by also making available 
specific “hand-holding” technical support, to ensure 
that the techniques learned are fully understood 
and successfully implemented for the benefit of the 
respective Ministries. 

These workshops are part of a four country capacity 
building initiative organised and financed by the United 
Nations Development Account project. Other Caribbean 
countries to benefit are Belize and Barbados. Following 
the completion of the national workshops, a regional 
training module in forecasting and fiscal transparency 
will be held at ECLAC Caribbean office in Port of Spain 
from 19 – 23 September 2016. The final phase of the 
project will include follow up technical assistance for the 
participating countries, to support their implementation 
of the PER techniques. 
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Antigua’s New 
Conservation 
Push on the 
Island of 
Redonda

he Government of Antigua and Barbuda is 
making a big, new conservation push, by 

way of a recent announcement on plans to remove 
goats and invasive rats from its most remote, 
offshore island, Redonda, in an effort to allow 
endangered species and their habitats to recover. 

“I am immensely proud that my Ministry has been 
a driving force in the development of this major 
initiative,” Molwyn Joseph, Minister of Health and 
the Environment stated. “Restoring Redonda to 
its full glory will be a great achievement for our 
country.” 

Redonda Island is home to a unique array of plants 
and animals – including rare, critically endangered 
lizards – and is formally recognized as an Important 
Bird Area. Its plant and animal populations have 
been affected greatly in past years due to a 
population of over 5,000 aggressive black rats 
which prey upon the island’s wildlife. 

Further harming the island’s wildlife is the herd of 
long-horned goats that arrived more than a century 
ago. Few plants have survived the overgrazing and 
now the goats face starvation.  

Redonda, the smallest of the three islands that 
constitute the nation of Antigua and Barbuda. It is 
located among the Lesser Antilles in the eastern 
Caribbean Sea, approximately 55 km from the 
nearest point in Antigua, to the east. Redonda is 

T
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a rugged, uninhabited rock, the remnant of a volcanic 
cone, 1.3 square km in area and rising to nearly 305 m 
above sea level, with steep cliffs on all sides. 

It was discovered by Christopher Columbus on his 
second voyage to America, in 1493, and was named 
Santa Maria la Redonda by him. The first recorded 
landing on the island occurred in 1687. 

Phosphate was found in the bird guano that covered 
Redonda, and despite the island’s inaccessibility - 
the only anchorage is poor and almost unprotected 
against the prevailing wind and swell - mining 
operations began in the 1860s. Labourers from 
Montserrat, about 21 km away, mined the phosphate, 
producing as much as 3,000 to 4,000 tons a year in 
the 1890s. Production stopped after World War I and 
in 1869,  Redonda was annexed to Antigua.

“We cannot stand by and watch as a part of our country, 
part of our history, disappear,” Joseph said. “We cannot 
be responsible for decimating animal populations on 
a large scale,” noted local conservationist Natalya 
Lawrence of the Environmental Awareness Group. 

The government-led restoration is receiving support 
from partners in the United Kingdom, the United States 
and New Zealand, who have joined together to form 
the Redonda Restoration Program. One of the group’s 
first steps will be to capture and move the remaining 
goats to Antigua, where they will be cared for by the 
Department of Agriculture. 

“The goats are starving to death on Redonda and 
must be removed for their own sake,” explained 
Astley Joseph, Deputy Director of the Department 
of Agriculture. “We believe it is important to rescue 
this rare breed because it could have useful drought-
adapted genes that would benefit other herds on 
Antigua and elsewhere.”

The group will then work to eradicate rats using a 
rodenticide bait that has been used to restore more 
than 20 other Caribbean islands without harming 
native wildlife. 

“We and other international organizations have offered 
our support because we recognize that this is a very 
challenging yet globally important initiative,” said 
Sophia Steele, Eastern Caribbean Project Coordinator 
at Fauna & Flora International. “Recent studies have 
identified Redonda as the most important island to 
restore in the Eastern Caribbean due to its Critically 
Endangered wildlife and the high probability of lasting 
success.”

The new program is funded by the U.K. Government’s 
Darwin Initiative, the National Fish and Wildlife 
Foundation, the Taurus Foundation and private 
sponsors. 

Photo by Lauren Delizia
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aribbean telecommunications companies will participate in a hurricane simulation exercise that incorporates 
the recommendations of a study carried out by ECLAC Caribbean on ICT for Disaster Risk Management. 

The exercise is being planned by CANTO (formerly the Caribbean Association of National Telecommunications 
Organizations) for November 2016, in collaboration with ECLAC as well as the Caribbean Disaster Emergency 
Management Agency (CDEMA). This was announced at CANTO’s 32nd Annual Conference and Trade Exhibition 
held in Puerto Rico in early August. 

Robert Williams, Associate Information Management Officer, attended the Conference and shared his experience 
with The Hummingbird.
 
What are some of the benefits derived from the Conference? 
Certainly the hurricane simulation exercise, which would incorporate the responses from relevant agencies. This 
was announced by CANTO Chairman, Julian Wilkins, at one of the conference meetings. It would be the second 
such exercise, following one held in October 2015. CANTO is encouraging as many agencies and organizations as 
possible to participate in the simulation, which will be an online event. 

What was the purpose of the exercise that took place last year? 
It was a collaborative initiative between CDEMA and CANTO. The purpose of the exercise was to raise awareness, 
test basic knowledge for response and to also test the utility of a Microsoft Excel tool that ECLAC developed to 
help improve post-disaster status reporting while information needed for damage assessment purposes. CDEMA’s 
Preparedness and ResponseUnit (PRU) supported the exercise as simulator and controller during execution. 

How is ECLAC involved in this? 
ECLAC Caribbean and CANTO are engaged in a joint initiative to evaluate disaster planning and response processes, 
as well as to develop methodologies for assessing damage and loss assessment for the telecommunications sector 
in the Caribbean region. Mr. Wilkins has expressed support for some of the joint initiatives which I outlined at the 
meeting in Puerto Rico, including strengthening relationships between telecommunications companies and National 
Disaster Offices (NDOs), providing support in all areas of disaster planning and response, creating formalized 
agreements between telecommunications operators and National Disaster Offices, and establishing data collection 
instruments that will improve post-disaster coordination and assist in damage and loss assessments. 

C

CANTO to run hurricane simulation 
exercise based on ECLAC study
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n addition to successfully hosting CANTO’s 32nd 
Annual Conference and Trade Exhibition and 

one of many for the country, Puerto Rico is already 
gearing up for its next international event.

The 63rd International Billfish Tournament is set for 
12-18 September 2016, in San Juan, Puerto Rico. It is 
an event attended by fishing enthusiasts from several 
countries with attractive prizes and is expected to 
receive full participation. 

During the competition’s more than half a century 
existence, big-game anglers have come from around 
the world to participate in this invitational deep-sea 
fishing week-long event. 

The tournament follows all International Game 
Fish Association (IGFA) conservation procedures, 
including the tag and release format, 50 lb. Tournament 
Test Line, circle hooks, among others. 

Around the world, the event is recognized for the 
abundance of blue marlin fish just 20 minutes off the 
North coast of San Juan, fabulous and classy prizes, 
the most exclusive visiting group of anglers from the 
world, four days of extraordinary fishing, and last but 

not least, the excellence and hospitality of its people 
that has set this world-class event apart from the rest. 
Within the deep waters surrounding Puerto Rico, 
finding a majestic blue marlin is almost guaranteed 
during the event, as the high season is in July, August 
and September, near full moon periods. In fact, Puerto 
Rico has achieved a worldwide place among game 
fishing connoisseurs for this. 

They recognize the Island’s potential, especially on 
the “Billfish Pass”, better known a “Blue Marlin Alley”, 
a natural geological trench about a mile and a half off 
the North coast of San Juan, and where at depths of 
about 100 fathoms a blue marlin can be caught.
 
For the most experienced anglers, Puerto Rico is a 
paradise for blue marlin fish that weigh up to 1,000 
pounds. In August 2000, a 1,086 lb. blue marlin was 
hooked in a 130 lb. line by Roger Medlock from South 
Carolina, USA off the coast of San Juan.

Not many ports in the world can offer this possibility. 
Furthermore, Puerto Rico has been a leader on blue 
marlin preservation and is the Caribbean country that 
leads  in research on this species. 

I

International Billfish Tournament 
in Puerto Rico
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Population projections and other facts about
Turks & Caicos Islands 

 joint report launched in July by ECLAC Caribbean and the Statistics 
Department of the Turks and Caicos Government shows that the 

population of the Turks and Caicos Islands could reach 55,498 people by the 
year 2027 – compared with 32,199 in 2012. That is over 23,000 more people in 
15 years. 

It is estimated that 68% of this projected increase is due to net migration, with 
natural change (births less deaths) accounting for the remaining 32%. The 
Turks and Caicos Islands currently have one of the youngest populations in 
the Caribbean, and this is partly because immigrants tend to be youngand 
of working age. But how much do we know about these picturesque islands 
located due north of the Dominican Republic? 
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The origin of the name Turks and Caicos. For many centuries previous to the 1800s, 
Islamic corsairs preyed on vessels in the Mediterranean and off the coasts of Europe 
and Africa. These raiders were often referred to as “Turks”, and the term went on to 
become a synonym with pirate. Early map makers combined this with a version of the 
Lucayan word ‘cayohico’, meaning string of islands. Eventually “Turks” and “cayohico” 
became Turks and Caicos. 

The first recorded inhabitants of the islands were Tainos (also called “Lucyans”). These 
original settlers appear to have arrived around the year 750 AD from other islands in 
the Caribbean. 

The Turks and Caicos Islands exported salt before the Europeans arrived. Many locations 
in the country accumulate natural sea salt. The local Tainos took advantage of this and 
traded gathered salt for honey, fruit and vegetables with natives from Hispaniola. 

The oldest excavated European shipwreck in the Northern Hemisphere was found off 
West Caicos on Molasses Reef. Originally thought to be Christopher Columbus’ ship 
Pinta, this was later proven not to be the case. While the Molasses Reef Wreck (which 
dates back to 1513) remains shrouded in mystery, its artefacts can be seen at the 
National Museum on Grand Turk. 

The Turks and Caicos Islands have the third largest barrier reef system in the world and 
several of the world’s top dive sites. 

The Turks and Caicos flag once depicted an igloo. On a draft design sent from the Turks 
and Caicos, a map maker in England confused salt mounds with the ice structure. The 
flag design was used for about 100 years. 

The Turks and Caicos were once part of the Bahamas, and then Jamaica. Upon 
independence of those countries they become a territory in their own right. 

The Turks and Caicos Islands is home to the world’s only conch farm (the Caicos Conch 
Farm). In the past, sponge farming took place in Chalk Sound on Providenciales, and 
more recently crab farming was attempted on North Caicos, but today only the conch 
farm still stands. 

In 1950, the former capital, Salt Cay, had a population of over 500, while Providenciales 
had a population of less than 500. Today, less than 100 people reside on Salt Cay, 
whereas over 25,000 reside on Providenciales. 

Grand Turk is one of the three most likely spots of Christopher Columbus’ first landfall in 
the New World. Along with Watling Island (renamed San Salvador) and Samana Cay in 
the Bahamas, Grand Turk matches the vague accounts left by the crews of the historic 
voyage. 

1.

2.
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 ominica is the leading CARICOM country 
in renewable energy use, with renewables 

accounting for 28% of electricity generation. This 
according to the newly released ECLAC study, 
‘Barriers to Identification and Implementation of 
Energy Efficiency Mechanisms and Enhancing 
Renewable Energy Technologies in the Caribbean’. 

Dominica’s results stem from its pro-active 
approach to pursuing sustainable energy strategies 
that support the promotion of energy efficiency 
and other renewable energy initiatives. The country 
aims to become energy self-sufficient by 2020, with 
investments amounting to about US $20 million 
having already been made to develop the island’s 
geothermal energy potential. Solar and wind energy 
sources also exhibit considerable potential to satisfy 
this country’s energy needs. 

In addition to this achievement, here are three more 
things Dominica has done to be the CARICOM 
forerunner in renewable energy: 

D

Dominica leads the 
way in renewable 
energy use

It is one of only two Eastern Caribbean states that 
makes use of its hydropower potential, and benefits 
from three hydropower stations, Trafalgar at Roseau 

Valley, Padu at Roseau River, and the Laudat Power 
Station at Laudat.  

The country is well known throughout the Caribbean 
as a leader in Prepaid/Pay-As-You-Go electricity. 
In use are Standard Transfer Specification (STS) 

prepaid meters, which is a secure message system 
for carrying information between a point-of-sale and a 
meter. However, the Government is now undertaking the 
installation of some Advanced Metering Infrastructure 
(AMI) smart meters, which allows for automated two-way 
communication between a smart utility meter with an IP 
address and a utility company.

Residents and business owners of Dominica who 
utilize solar panels are eligible for tax breaks. As a 
result of this incentive, Dominica receives about 5.6 

kWh per square meter of solar energy per day (NREL, 
2015), through the use of solar panels.  

1.

2.

3.
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Latin American countries focus on 
Disaster Assessment Methodology

Fast Facts

ECLAC Caribbean recently hosted a briefing session for Latin American countries on its 
Disaster Assessment methodology. It was held at the subregional headquarters in Port 

of Spain and drew representatives from eight Latin American countries with representatives 
stationed in Trinidad and Tobago. 

ECLAC Caribbean’s Sustainable Development and Disaster Unit. Facilitator:

Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Mexico, Panama and Peru. Participants:

To inform Latin American embassies about ECLAC’s disaster-related services, which include 
training courses and disaster assessment. In addition, the session included a presentation of 
best practices in public investment and disaster risk reduction that have been implemented 
in Costa Rica. The Embassy of Costa Rica used this opportunity to highlight the services 
provided by ECLAC and the country’s close relationship with the organization, calling other 
Latin American countries to further benefit from ECLAC’s technical assistance.

Objectives:

Made possible by the Embassy of Costa Rica
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he Ministry of National Emergency of Paraguay has 
decided to establish a countrywide network of policy 

makers and technical experts responsible for disaster 
preparedness and response to better manage disasters 
in the country. This following a training session on the 
Disaster Assessment Methodology undertaken by a team 
from ECLAC Caribbean to  strengthening the capacity of 
the country to assess the effects and impacts caused by 
disasters. 

“They appreciated that a multi-sectoral approach might 
improve their post-disaster capacity, since the training 
demonstrated how the different areas can interact following 
a disaster,” noted Leda Peralta, Associate Environment 
Affairs Officer at ECLAC Caribbean.  

The training was convened in early August 2016 at the 
Paraguay Ministry of National Emergency in the capital 
Asunción and drew about 35 participants from various 
Ministries and agencies responsible for managing disasters. 

This session was part of an ongoing series of ECLAC 
training courses that will strengthen the ability of countries in 
Latin America and the Caribbean to assess the effects and 
impacts caused by disasters. In light of the fact that Latin 
America and the Caribbean ranks as one of the regions 
most affected by disasters, these training workshops 
provide countries with the knowledge to determine their 
own recovery and reconstruction path, and to incorporate 
pre-emtive measures to reduce vulnerabilities and increase 
resilience. 

T

Disaster response network 
to be formed in Paraguay 
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Barbados

Jamaica
INDEPENDENCE DAY CELEBRATIONS
Aug 6th - Jamaica celebrated its 54th Anniversary of 
Independence on August 6th. For the occasion, Mrs Juliet 
Holness, Member for Parliament and wife of Prime Minister, 
Andrew Holness, made a five-day official visit to the 
Jamaican community in Atlanta, Georgia. Mrs Holness was 
hosted by the Atlanta Jamaica Association (AJA), and took 
part in a number of activities to commemorate Jamaica’s 
54th year of Independence.

Trinidad and Tobago
INDEPENDENCE DAY CELBRATIONS  
Aug 31st - Trinidad and Tobago celebrated its 54th 
Anniversary of Independence on August 31st. The 
CARICOM Secretary-General Ambassador Irwin 
LaRocque issued an official congratulatory message to 
the people of the twin-island republic and also thanked 
the country for its leadership on energy and security 
issues. In his first Independence Day address, the 
country’s Prime Minister, Dr. Keith Rowley, said he was 
convinced that Trinidad and Tobago’s future is bright, 
despite current economic challenges.

SECOND APPOINTMENT FOR US AMBASSADOR 
Sept 5th - The reappointment of Ambassador Audrey Marks has 
set a new diplomatic record for Jamaica. For the first time in the 
country’s history an individual will serve the nation twice as the 
top diplomat in Washington, DC. Ambassador Marks previously 
served for two years as the country’s envoy to the United States, 
from May 2010 to June 2012, and will now succeed Ambassador 
Ralph Thomas. Ambassador Thomas demitted office in June 2016 
to return to academia in Jamaica after a seven month tenure.

GOVERNMENT AND OPPOSITION JOIN FORCES 
Sept 5th - Opposition Leader, Kamla Persad-Bissessar called for 
a meeting with the Prime Minister, Keith Rowley, regarding the 
country’s situation of high crime. After the meeting Prime Minister 
Rowley stated that he was optimistic that both sides had, “set the 
framework for future effective cooperation,” to deal with crime in 
Trinidad and Tobago. He added that the both sides of the bench 
agreed to cooperate “more effectively” in the Parliament. The 
country’s business community has responded well to the meeting 
as they consider crime to be a major challenge for the country.

Painting by Trinidadian painter 
Michel-Jean Cazabon

State   Affairsof
PM CALLS FOR CLOSER RELATIONSHIP 
WITH PANAMA 
Aug 16th - On August 15th at the Panama Day celebration 
held in Barbados, Prime Minister Freundel Stuart noted 
that Barbados and Panama have enjoyed a cordial 
and productive relationship since they established 
diplomatic relations in August 1975. The Prime Minister 
recalled that tens of thousands of Barbadians, worked 
on the construction of the Panama Canal, out of which 
there were many remittances, which bolstered the 
Barbadian economy during a difficult period.

CASTRO MEDIATES COLOMBIAN PEACE DEAL 
Aug 26th - The executive board of the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) concluded the 2016 Article IV consultation with 
Barbados. In their report on the visit the IMF executive directors 
welcomed the pickup in economic growth led by the tourism 
sector and the improvement in the country’s external position. 
The new reductions in current expenditure and new revenue 
measures included in the new budget were also commended, 
although caution was expressed about a further increase in tax 
exemptions that have the potential to erode revenues.  
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Recent Publications
ECLAC Caribbean’s

1.

Evaluation report of the training 
course on disaster assessment 

methodology (Arequipa and Ica, 
Peru).

3.

Evaluation report of the training 
workshop on energy efficiency and 

renewable energy policy in the 
Caribbean
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http://www.cepal.org/sites/default/files/pages/files/lcarl493.pdf
http://www.cepal.org/sites/default/files/events/files/lcarl500.pdf


Available NOW!
Click on Cover to Download.

Hardcopies Available at ECLAC Caribbean while stocks last.

2.

Diane’s Corner

http://vrb.al/directors-take
#DirectorsTake

The Director’s views and thoughts 
on the occasion of international 

observances:
Diane Quarless

Director of ECLAC Caribbean

Report of the regional workshop 
on the use of REDATAM for the 

online dissemination of census data, 
Kingston, Jamaica, 4-15 April 2016 

International Day of the World’s 
Indigenous People

“On this International Day of the World’s 
Indigenous Peoples, which this year 
celebrates their right to education, let us 
indeed affirm their right to self-actualization; 
to embrace their own institutions; to 
preserve their language and culture as 
part of the learned traditions that they pass 

down to each generation.”

 9/8 12/8

International Youth Day
“Our youth hold the future in their hands. Let 
us cultivate in them the sense of responsibility, 
vision and leadership to protect the fragile 
ecosystems that we call home. Empowering 
our youth today will safeguard the well-being of 

future generations.”
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The Olympic Games in Rio finished only a few weeks 
ago, and the buzz is still in the air. Elation and frustration, 
sweat and tears, victory and defeat – a celebration of 
sport which most of us get to watch once every four 
years, while the ‘elite few’ live the Olympic dream for 
real. 

In the wake of this event, The Hummingbird caught up 
with the Coordinator of ECLAC Caribbean’s Strategic 
Planning and Outreach Unit, Alexander Voccia, to 
discuss his passion for swimming. This is his story.

Q Did you find time to watch the Olympics on 
TV?

Yes, absolutely. 

Q What was your favourite Olympic moment?

I’m not sure about my favourite moment, but I must 
confess that whilst watching the gold medal swim of the 
50 meters freestyle I couldn’t help myself as a smirky 
grin curled up on the right-hand side of my mouth; “just 
a mere five seconds faster than what I can still pull-off 
today”, I thought to myself. Not bad, I suppose, for a 
thirty-seven year old UN officer who trains solo in his 
spare time, and hasn’t swam competitively in over a 
decade. 

Q That’s very impressive indeed. When and 
where did this passion for swimming begin?

They say that water is life. I have loved being in the 
water for as long as I can remember. I first started 
taking swimming lessons at the age of six, back in my 
home city of Rome, and transitioned to competitive 
training by the age of nine. My early years of racing 
took place in England, where I was living at the time, 
and involved frequent travels to swim meets across the 
country. Being part of a team was fun and I enjoyed 
the comradery, in spite of being very shy back then. 
But shy as I may have been, once in the water I felt free 
to express myself. Tensions, nerves and the proverbial 
butterflies in the stomach vanished into a pure flash of 
adrenaline every time the starter fired the gun. The 50 
meters freestyle was my signature event: the fastest 
in the programme. Two laps, two breaths, no room for 
mistakes.  

By the time I had reached my mid-teens, back in 
Rome, I had become the fastest swimmer in the 
region (Lazio), and hence one of the fastest in country. 
Unsurprisingly, it did not go down well with my coach 
when I decided to call it a day. Getting up at the break 
of dawn, training before going to school, and then 
getting back in the water for an afternoon session was 

Following the scent of chlorine: a swimmer’s journey

ECLAC 
CaribbeanFamily 
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always going to take a toll on my studies. And so it 
was that I found myself at an all too familiar juncture 
for any Italian swimmer: take the chance of becoming 
an Olympian and let schoolwork go astray, or go 
the other way. I chose the other way. It’s unfortunate 
that the Italian academic system is not at all geared 
towards supporting sporting achievements. We are 
a far cry from the well-balanced programmes of the 
high schools, colleges and universities that dish out 
Olympic heroes in the United States. 

Q Was that the end of the story?

Once I had decided to leave the smell of chlorine 
behind, I left it for good. For eight long years I did not 
put a single foot back in the pool. I was saturated, and 
most happy to enjoy everything else that life had to offer 
outside the water. I guess it’s true though, “you can run, 
but you can’t hide from your life’s calling”, at least not 
forever; and so it was that swimming eventually caught 
up with me. De-toxed from my competitive years, I 
eventually re-embraced the water with a care-free love 
for the sport, and started training again – just for me. 

In the meantime life had moved on, and I had become 
a young UN officer with the World Food Programme 
(WFP) in Rome. The sacrifice of my Olympic ambition 

had paved the way for the realization of my UN dream. 
Destiny, though, had a surprise up its sleeve. Word 
got out (somehow) of my swimming passion and, 
before I knew it,I had become WFP’s greatest hope 
for its first swimming gold medal at the United Nations 
Interagency Games (UN-IAGs), the 34th edition of 
which was to be held at the town of Pesaro, in Italy. I 
had no choice but to compete.

Read More
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Following the scent of chlorine: 
a swimmer’s journey
Q The UN Interagency Games… sounds 

exciting. What are they?

The UN-IAGs are the closest thing that we in the 
United Nations have to the Olympics. Hosted every 
year by a different country, the Games offer a truly 
unique multicultural spectacle as literally hundreds 
of UN personnel and their families gather from all 
over the world to compete in 16 sporting disciplines, 
which range from athletics and swimming, to bridge 
and darts! In 2006, people flocked to Italy from as far 
afield as Afghanistan and South Africa to compete – 
and compete is what they do; for the joyfully festive 
spirit in which the Games are celebrated is outrivalled 
only by the spirited nature of the competition itself. 
While in the Olympics you compete for your country, 
in the UN-IAGs each athlete represents his or her 
UN agency, programme or fund. And so you have 
peacekeeping missions battling it out with UNHCR 
and UNICEF on the football fields and volleyball 
courts, the Secretariat trying to outwit UNESCO and 
UNDP at chess and bridge, and dozens of agencies, 
programmes and funds racing for gold in athletics, 
basketball and swimming. 

As for me, I claimed gold in the 100 meters freestyle, 
and took care of breaking the UN-IAGs record in the 
process with a winning time of 1:01.18. I believe my 
record still stands. 

Q Are you still just as passionate about 
swimming today?

Ten years later, here I am, basking under the Caribbean 
sun. Surrounded by water, there is no shortage of 
opportunities to swim. Still passionate about the sport, 
during the past decade I have significantly improved 
my training, including by perfecting my technique, 
tailoring my sessions and optimizing my nutritional 
intake. The result is that I am as fast today as I was 
ten years ago. 

Q
When you look back at your swimming 
potential, do you have any regrets about 
what could have been, but never was?

You mean regrets about letting go of the Olympic 
dream all those years go? None. Never. I am much 
happier dreaming about the Olympics and living the 
reality of the UN every single day, rather than the other 
way around. I’ve always wanted to work for the UN, 
I love working for the UN and wouldn’t trade places 
with the ‘elite few’ who live the Olympic dream for any 
gold medal. This is where I belong, this is my life’s 
calling. 

26 | February 2016 - The Hummingbird  



Staff Movements

SINOVIA MOONIE
After spending nine years as a dedicated member 
of ECLAC Caribbean as part of the Statistics and 
Social Development, Sinovia bid adieu to us in 
July. We wish her all the best as she returns to her 
homeland of Saint Lucia. Here are some memories 
from her last official day with us. Farewell Sinovia! 

TAMMY PEREIRA 
Tammy joined us as Project Assistant in the Economic 
Development Unit until 31 December 2016.  She will 
support the activities of the Development Account:  
“Strengthening the Technical Capacity of Public 
Finance Managers in select Caribbean Small Island 
Developing States (SIDS) to Manage their Public 
Finances.”

KAYLEIGH DE VERTEIUL
Kayleigh joined the Administrative Section to serve 
as an Intern until 21 September 2016. She holds a 
B.S.B.A. in Business Administration from the High 
Point University in North Carolina with a minor in 
Spanish. She is primarily being mentored in the 
Human Resources Unit and assisting the other 
Administrative Units.  
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he Curaçao Hospitality and Tourism Association 
(CHATA) will hold its second “Flavors of 

Curaçao” culinary festival on October 28 and 29 
2016, at Piscadera Village.

“Flavors” is an outdoor food festival connected to 
the strategic vision of the island, and allows culinary 
lovers and visitors the opportunity to enjoy a wide 
array of dishes from local cooks. 

The participating Restaurants will be showcasing 
smaller versions of their signature dishes, in order to 
ensure visitors can try as many dishes as they wish. 
Last year’s event attracted more than 1,600 visitors, 

and according to the organizers, anticipation has 
been building as locals and tourists alike will come 
together to enjoy a wide variety of cuisines combined 
with a Farmers’ Market.

This year’s edition will feature a Burger Night 
sponsored by Jack Daniels on the first day, while the 
second day will consist of a Food Festival with over 
30 restaurants.

This year’s event will also showcase the Brand 
Ambassador of Flor de Caña Rum; Curaçao’s 
Culinary Team and a few award-winning Caribbean 
bartenders. 

T
Tasting the Flavors of Curaçao

Photo of Curacao courtesy Jesus 
Eduardo Vasquez Lunar

28 | February 2016 - The Hummingbird  



he government of Jamaica is planning to spend 
just over $7.8 million to develop the old Hampden 

wharf in Falmouth, Trelawny into an artisan village.

The village will feature 300 shops where crafts and 
other indigenous products will be produced and sold.
When completed, the area is expected to complement 
the adjoining Falmouth pier, repositioning it as the 
Caribbean’s premier cruises ship port of call.

Tourism Minister, Edmund Bartlett, said that 
this and other earmarked sites will significantly 
transform Falmouth by encouraging “buy in” among 
stakeholders.“The important thing for us is that we want 

Jamaican goods to be showcased and merchandised 
at this artisan village so that the people of Falmouth 
will have a chance to be a part of the process,” Bartlett 
said.

Visitors will be able to see the creation and 
merchandising of craft items, while enjoying traditional 
Jamaican entertainment and interacting with artists. 
So far, the Government has spent almost $1.5 million 
to renovate several of Falmouth’s iconic landmarks, 
including St. Peter’s Anglican Church, the Falmouth 
Post Office and Courthouse and Water Square. 

T
Jamaica Plans New Artisan Village in 

Famouth

Photo of Hampden Wharf 
courtesy JIS
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