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PART I

LIST OF MAJOR DECISIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Efforts should be made to harmonise the execution of the mandate, according to 
which, the provision of secretariat services for the implementation of the SIDS 
POA in the Caribbean subregion was the joint responsibility of the CARICOM 
and ECLAC/CDCC secretariats. That required a greater degree of coordination 
than existed currently. It also required management at the highest levels.

The outputs of the present meeting, as well as those of the CARICOM-sponsored 
Regional Meeting to Develop a Follow-up Strategy for the Caribbean for the 
WSSD, and Preparations for the Ten-Year Review of the Barbados Programme of 
Action, scheduled for Grenada on 14-16 April 2003, should be incorporated into 
the subregional review process in preparation for SIDS+10.

The earlier proposed period of August 2003 for the convening of the Caribbean 
Subregional Preparatory Meeting for SIDS+10 should be retained. The period 25
27 August would be devoted to the Caribbean Subregional Preparatory Meeting, 
while the following two days would be devoted to the joint meeting of the 
Caribbean SIDS with SIDS from other geographical regions.

The ECLAC/CDCC secretariat undertook to consult with member countries on 
the level at which the Caribbean Subregional Preparatory Meeting would be 
convened.
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PART II

ORGANIZATION OF THE SESSION

Place and date of the meeting

The Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) Subregional 
Headquarters for the Caribbean/Caribbean Development and Cooperation Committee (CDCC) 
convened the Joint Meeting of the Small Island Developing States (SIDS) of the Caribbean and 
the agencies members of the Inter-Agency Collaborative Group (IACG), on 11 April 2003, in 
San Juan, Puerto Rico.

Attendance

The meeting was attended by representatives of the following CDCC member countries: 
Antigua and Barbuda, Bahamas, Barbados, Cuba, Dominican Republic, Guyana, Jamaica, St 
Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Suriname and Trinidad and 
Tobago. The participating associate members were Anguilla, Aruba, British Virgin Islands, 
Montserrat, the Netherlands Antilles, Puerto Rico and the United States Virgin Islands. The list 
of participants appears at Annex 1.

The following agencies were also represented at the meeting: the Caribbean Development 
Bank (CDB); the Caribbean Disaster Emergency Response Agency (CDERA); the Caribbean 
Institute for Meteorology and Hydrology (CIMH); the Department of Economic and Social 
Affairs (DESA) of the United Nations; the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on 
Agriculture (IICA); the International Maritime Organization (IMO); the International 
Telecommunications Union (ITU); the Pan American Health Organization/World Health 
Organization (PAHO/WHO); the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP); and the 
United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP).

Agenda item 1 
Introductory remarks

The Director of the ECLAC Subregional Headquarters for the Caribbean, welcomed 
participants to the meeting and recalled that the last joint SIDS/IACG meeting had been 
convened during the preparatory process for the World Summit on Sustainable Development 
(WSSD). She indicated that the convening of SIDS+10 in 2004 represented a major benchmark 
in the implementation of the SIDS Programme of Action (POA). This required the compilation 
of updated national and subregional reports, using the questionnaire that had already been 
circulated to member countries as well as to the regional and international agencies involved in 
the implementation of the SIDS POA and related international decisions within the Caribbean. 
That exercise would assist the subregion in conducting an evaluation of its own progress against 
previously established targets. Regarding the issue raised in some quarters of a possible
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duplication of activities with those of the SIDS Unit in New York, which had also circulated a 
questionnaire, she informed that the two instruments were complementary inasmuch as their 
content and objectives were significantly different.

The Director reported that some member countries and regional agencies had already 
responded to the questionnaire that had been circulated by the ECLAC/CDCC secretariat and 
advised that all subregional preparations should be completed by August 2003. The secretariat 
would maintain contact with member countries in this regard.

The Director also informed the meeting that although an invitation had been extended to 
the Caribbean Community (CARICOM) Secretariat, no representative of that organization was in 
attendance. Participants were reminded that the CARICOM and ECLAC/CDCC secretariats 
together constituted the Joint Secretariat for the implementation of the SIDS POA in the 
Caribbean subregion. In a related development, the CARICOM Secretariat had extended an 
invitation to the ECLAC/CDCC secretariat to be represented at a Regional Meeting to develop a 
follow-up strategy for the Caribbean for the WSSD and preparation for the ten-year review of the 
Barbados Programme of Action. That meeting would convene in Grenada on 14-16 April 2003. 
The ECLAC/CDCC secretariat would be represented by its Regional Economic Adviser whose 
participation would lend continuity to the CARICOM review process, as well as to the one being 
undertaken by ECLAC/CDCC.

Agenda item 2
Implementation of the SIDS Programme of Action in the Caribbean:

A conceptual framework

The secretariat presented a conceptual framework within which the implementation of the 
SIDS Programme of Action in the Caribbean subregion could be reviewed and analysed. The 
presentation highlighted the following, inter alia:

• The context within which the SIDS POA had been conceptualised;
• The intimate and immediate relationship between the WSSD and the SIDS POA;
• The evolution of the implementation process of the SIDS POA in the Caribbean 

subregion since its adoption in 1994; and
• The convening of the Caribbean ministerial meeting on the implementation of the 

SIDS POA in November 1997, under the auspices of the ECLAC Subregional 
Headquarters for the Caribbean in collaboration with a number of regional and 
international agencies. This meeting was indicated to constitute a watershed in the 
implementation process within the subregion, by virtue of, inter alia, its 
formalisation of the Caribbean model for the implementation of the SIDS POA.

The secretariat reported that since the 1997 ministerial meeting, five meetings of the 
IACG, two meetings of the SIDS Bureau and four joint meetings had been convened. It 
emphasised that the SIDS POA needed to take other considerations on board in order to ensure a 
paradigm shift from the former environmental construct to a wider one that encompassed 
sustainable development which required the incorporation of the social and economic
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dimensions. The secretariat traced the trends in the philosophy of development from the 1992 
United Nations Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED) to the Rio+10 meeting, 
which convened as the WSSD in Johannesburg in 2002, and at which a strong reaffirmation was 
made of the wider construct of sustainable development.

The secretariat also drew attention to a number of threats to the SIDS process, among
them:

The re-opening of the “SIDS debate” and the preference, in some significant 
quarters of the international community, for attention to be directed to small 
States or Lesser Developed Countries (LDCs);
Questions regarding the link between size and vulnerability;
Trade liberalization and the loss of preferential access, the erosion of the principle 
of special and differential treatment, and the “anything but arms” affirmation;
The new and emerging trade blocs with emphasis on trade in goods.

In the debate that ensued, there was general recognition that the CARICOM and 
ECLAC/CDCC secretariats had joint responsibility for providing the secretariat for the 
implementation of the SIDS POA in the subregion and that efforts should therefore be made to 
harmonise the execution of that mandate. To do so would require a greater degree of 
coordination than existed currently and effective management at the highest levels. The meeting 
recommended that the outputs of both the present meeting and the upcoming CARICOM 
meeting to develop a follow-up strategy for the WSSD and preparations for the 10-year review 
of the SIDS POA be incorporated into the overall subregional review process.

A number of delegates inquired whether in the context of the review process it would be 
possible to provide information additional to that collected from the questionnaire circulated by 
the ECLAC/CDCC secretariat. The secretariat assured the meeting that any information beyond 
that requested in the questionnaires would be warmly received and that every effort would be 
made to enhance coordination between the two arms of the Joint Secretariat.

Other delegations reminded the meeting that it was important to bring all agencies into 
the process since each had a specific mandate that could be relevant to the sustainable 
development process within the subregion.

One delegation suggested that, at the national level, it was important to ensure that focal 
points were in place to prepare the material required to advance the review process and to ensure 
successful preparation by the subregion.

The Secretary of the Commission, reported that he had held discussions with DESA 
during the week prior to the current meeting. DESA had indicated its intention to organize two 
regional preparatory meetings, one of which would be held in the Caribbean and the other in the 
Asia/Pacific region. The Caribbean preparatory meeting would be amplified to incorporate the 
participation of a number of SIDS from other geographical regions. The dates of the Caribbean 
Regional Preparatory meeting would be set by the Eleventh Meeting of the Commission on 
Sustainable Development (CSD-11). The Secretary also suggested that the meeting propose that
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the Caribbean preparatory meeting be held in September 2003, given the absence from duty of 
many government officials during the August vacation period.

The representative of DESA outlined the preparations that were being made for the 2004 
international meeting to review the implementation of the SIDS POA. He recalled the 
background to the international meeting by reference to the fact that the Johannesburg Plan of 
Implementation called for a review of the implementation of the SIDS POA. It also listed a 
number of priority questions. In addition, United Nations General Assembly resolution 57/262 
had established a preparatory process that would be coordinated by the SIDS Unit, New York.

With reference to the international preparatory process leading to the 2004 international 
meeting, reference was made to the General Assembly mandate which:

• Called on SIDS and the international community to provide information on the 
implementation of the POA;

• Reduced the reporting burden on SIDS;
• Appointed DESA to develop modalities; coordinate preparations including

meetings, in consultation with SIDS and SIDS regional organizations; and
• Stressed the need for internal United Nations coordination, thus laying the 

foundation for the proposed Inter-Agency Task Force (IATF).

With respect to the regional preparatory meetings to be convened, reference was made to 
the convening of meetings in the Caribbean and Pacific regions. The Caribbean meeting would 
be extended to incorporate the SIDS of the Atlantic, Indian Ocean, Mediterranean and South 
China Sea Group, for ease of logistics. The meetings mentioned would be held in August 2003 
and organized by DESA through the SIDS Unit, New York.

It was further indicated that, within the United Nations system, there would be an IATF
to deal with substantive issues; an Inter-Departmental Task Force to address the logistical 
aspects; and a central focal point. The representative of DESA recommended that similar 
channels be established at national and regional levels to facilitate an efficient flow of 
information.

Reference was also made to an interregional preparatory meeting to be convened in early 
2004, organized by DESA, through its SIDS Unit. This meeting would bring together the SIDS 
of all geographical regions to develop concrete suggestions for a strategy for the further 
implementation of the SIDS POA. The elements for a Mauritius Declaration would also be 
developed at that meeting.

The International Preparatory Meeting would be held within the context of the Twelfth 
Session of the Commission on Sustainable Development (CSD-12) and would consider, among 
other things, the presentation of key SIDS concerns and a strategy for the development and 
implementation of the Mauritius Agenda.

The international meeting that would review the implementation of the SIDS POA was 
scheduled to convene in Mauritius, in August/September 2004. It would include a high-level
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segment; a civil society forum; a SIDS business forum; cultural events; and an eminent persons 
group. Fundamentally, the meeting would pursue the adoption of the Mauritius Declaration and 
agreement on the further implementation of the SIDS POA. More generally, it was envisaged 
that the meeting would assist in building on common and shared strengths, towards the 
sustainable development of SIDS. It was speculated that this might be the last forum that 
afforded an opportunity for a special case to be made for SIDS.

After an extended debate on the dates for a possible Caribbean ministerial meeting to be 
convened prior to the DESA-sponsored regional preparatory meeting, the meeting agreed to the 
convening of meetings from 25-29 August 2003. The first three days would be devoted to a 
meeting of the Caribbean SIDS while the following two days would be devoted to the joint 
meeting between the Caribbean SIDS and the SIDS from other geographical regions.

Agenda item 3:
Subregional preparations for the 2004 international meeting 

that will undertake a full and comprehensive review 
of the implementation of the SIDS POA 

to ensure the most effective participation of Caribbean SIDS

The secretariat representative drew the attention of the meeting to document 
SIDS/IACG/4 entitled, Subregional preparations for the 2004 international meeting that will 
undertake a full and comprehensive review of the implementation of the SIDS POA to ensure the 
most effective participation of Caribbean SIDS. The document was indicated to cover, inter alia, 
the antecedents to the international meeting; issues related to the date of the international 
meeting; objectives of the international meeting; the international preparatory process; and 
strategic inputs into the interregional meeting to be organized by DESA and into SIDS + 10.

Particular attention was drawn to the fact that with regional preparatory meetings 
scheduled by DESA to convene in August 2003, the subregion had barely four months to prepare 
for SIDS + 10. The proposal by the ECLAC/CDCC secretariat to convene a second Caribbean 
ministerial meeting along the lines of the successful 1997 event was also highlighted. The 
Caribbean model for the implementation of the SIDS Programme of Action that was formalized 
at that meeting remained the mechanism of choice for the subregional preparatory process and 
also for effective participation in the proposed interregional meeting leading to SIDS + 10. The 
importance of thorough subregional preparation was emphasised, as was the need to put in place 
or reactivate, as appropriate, modalities for effective interregional coordination, including 
coordination with the Alliance of Small Island States (AOSIS).

The secretariat representative also drew attention to the suggested strategic inputs into the 
interregional meeting and SIDS+10 that were mentioned in the document under review. These 
included the following:

Identification of priority areas of concern to the Caribbean SIDS;
The challenges encountered in the implementation process and the 
recommendation of measures to overcome these;
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The identification of new and emerging issues; the need to establish benchmarks 
and other means of measuring progress in the further implementation of the SIDS 
Programme of Action;
The urgent need to finalize economic, social and environmental indices; and 
The urgency of honouring the commitments made by the international community 
at UNCED.

Attention was also drawn to General Assembly resolution A/C.2/57/L.64, which called 
for, inter alia, associate members of regional commissions to participate in the comprehensive 
review of the implementation of the SIDS Programme of Action that would be undertaken in 
2004 as well as in its preparatory process.

The secretariat observed that many elements related to the subregional preparations for 
the 2004 international meeting had already been addressed under agenda item 3, particularly by 
the New York-based delegates. Therefore, discussion of the present agenda item should proceed 
on the basis of a continuation of information exchange that had effectively commenced under the 
preceding agenda item.

The representative of St. Kitts and Nevis indicated that the suggested strategic inputs into 
the interregional meeting and SIDS+10 as highlighted in the documentation were useful. She 
expressed concern that the difficulty that arose when countries sought to implement these 
strategies was due mainly to the transition from a purely environmental focus to one that dealt 
with a more holistic concept of sustainable development.

Clarification was sought as to whether countries were required to prepare national 
reports, in addition to completing the questionnaire administered by the ECLAC/CDCC 
secretariat. The representative of the Bahamas indicated that her country had found the 
questionnaire quite useful in providing guidance to the preparation of its national report.

The Director of the ECLAC/CDCC secretariat indicated that, whereas it was expected 
that national reports would be compiled by the secretariat, no assurance could be given to 
governments with respect to their publication, as was done in preparation for SIDS+5. This was 
due to a reduction in the quantum of resources that had been made available to the secretariat. 
She, nevertheless, undertook to publish the submissions embodied in the completed 
questionnaires by member countries and agencies. Such completed questionnaires would 
provide the basis for the conduct of a subregional analysis by the secretariat. This analysis would 
be circulated to all stakeholders.

The representatives of DESA, UNDP and UNEP reiterated the commitment of their 
respective organizations to the Caribbean subregional process. The representative of 
PAHO/WHO, for his part, indicated his satisfaction at the inclusion of health as a major priority 
concern in the context of the further implementation of the SIDS POA.

Delegates agreed that the subregional meeting to address the report on the 
implementation of the SIDS POA since its adoption could be held immediately prior to the
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preparatory meeting to be organized by DESA, which is scheduled to be convened in the 
Caribbean.

Agenda item 4:
Review of the implementation of the 

SIDS Programme of Action in the Caribbean

The secretariat drew the meeting’s attention to document SIDS/IACG/2 entitled, Review 
of the implementation of the SIDS Programme of Action in the Caribbean. This document 
comprised two parts. Part I set out an overall review of the implementation experience and 
identified the activities pursued; the achievements recorded; and the constraints that were 
encountered in the process. It also addressed some of the more general issues arising from the 
implementation process, as the subregion and the international community, in general, sought to 
come to terms with the SIDS Programme of Action, in search of a more comprehensive 
sustainable development ethos. The operational implications of those aspects just mentioned over 
the decade that had elapsed since the adoption of the Programme of Action were also 
documented. The presentation of the review findings by reference to more or less precisely 
defined time periods represented an attempt to chronicle the subregional experience in a manner 
which permitted an appreciation of the evolution of the implementation process.

Part II of the document highlighted details of the implementation process in the subregion 
by reference to five of the priority areas identified in the SIDS POA namely: climate change and 
sea-level rise; coastal and marine resources; natural and environmental disasters; freshwater 
resources; and tourism resources.

The document had been styled “Draft” inasmuch as it represented a work in progress. 
The final version was envisaged for presentation to the Second Caribbean Ministerial Meeting on 
the Implementation of the SIDS Programme of Action, which would convene later in 2003. 
Critical inputs into the final version were expected to be furnished by the responses to the 
questionnaires which were administered by the ECLAC Subregional Headquarters for the 
Caribbean to CDCC member countries, as well as to agencies of the IACG, in February 2003.

In addition to a subregional overview of the general aspects of implementation along the 
lines of Part I of the present document, the final version, as envisaged, would contain details of 
the implementation in the Caribbean subregion of all 14 substantive chapters of the SIDS 
Programme of Action. In addition, details of the implementation of socio-economic issues from 
among those identified by the twenty-second special session of the United Nations General 
Assembly in 1999 and by the WSSD would be included.

The presentation made under item 2 of the meeting’s agenda: Implementation of the 
SIDS Programme of Action in the Caribbean: A Conceptual Framework, was identified as being 
critically relevant to an understanding of the implementation process. The attention of the 
meeting was also drawn to document LC/CAR/G.727 which had also been prepared for the Joint 
Meeting, entitled, Framework for implementation of the outcomes of the World Summit on 
Sustainable Development (WSSD) in the small island developing States of the Caribbean
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subregion. That document set out the major substantive, contextual, as well as institutional 
elements that could comprehensively inform, as well as facilitate the implementation of the 
WSSD Plan of Implementation from the perspective of SIDS.

With respect to the substantive aspects of the review of the implementation of the SIDS 
POA, the review was undertaken by reference to activities executed at the national, subregional, 
regional and global levels, during four periods, as follows:

1994-1997: The period which marked the early beginnings of the SIDS process: a 
period of intense learning and a search for approaches to solutions that would 
deliver the promise of Barbados, i.e. the sustainable development of the 
subregion. This period also witnessed the intense activism of the ECLAC 
Subregional Headquarters for the Caribbean, a phenomenon, which has become 
an enduring feature of the subregional implementation process. This activism 
included the design and introduction of structures and processes, which were 
subsequently formalised as the Caribbean Model for the implementation of the 
SIDS POA.

1997-1999: A period that spanned the convening of a number of significant 
meetings, as well as the launching of a number of other important initiatives at the 
national, subregional, regional and wider international levels, related to the 
implementation of the SIDS POA. Particular emphasis was drawn to the 
Caribbean Ministerial Meeting on the implementation the SIDS Programme of 
Action convened under ECLAC auspices, in collaboration of a number of 
agencies, on 10-14 November 1997. This meeting marked the launching of the 
substantive implementation of the POA with the adoption of the Caribbean Model 
mentioned above. Intense recourse was had to the Caribbean Model during this 
period, in the context of, inter alia, subregional preparation for the Donors’ 
Meeting of 24-26 February 1999; CSD-7, 19-30 April 1999; and the twenty- 
second special session of the General Assembly, 27-28 September 1999. The 
outcomes of these meetings had different implications for the SIDS of the 
Caribbean, among others, and for the SIDS process, in general, for example, the 
Donors’ Meeting was agreed by all to have yielded very little by way of tangible 
result. On the other hand, the outcome of the twenty-second special session with 
its emphasis on the need to integrate economic, environmental and social 
dimensions of action towards sustainable development opened new vistas of 
opportunity for SIDS which had earlier petitioned for remedy to what had been 
regarded as a major shortcoming of the SIDS POA. The development and 
intensive utilisation of the Caribbean Model represented an effort to overcome the 
financial, institutional, manpower and other resource constraints facing the 
subregion.

2000-2002: A period dedicated to the assimilation and internalization of the 
outcomes of, in particular, the global meetings that took place during 1997-1999; 
further implementation efforts; and preparation for the Rio + 10 review which 
eventually convened as the WSSD. This period also witnessed the development of
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a framework by the SIDS of the Organisation of Eastern Caribbean States (OECS) 
subregion, by virtue of the adoption of the St. George’s Declaration of Principles 
for Environmental Sustainability in the OECS in April 2001 and, subsequently, 
the OECS Environmental Management Strategy. Another major activity executed 
during this period, was the adoption of an updated Joint Work Programme (JWP) 
to replace the original version that was adopted at the 1997 Caribbean Ministerial 
Meeting.

At the international level, the convening of the WSSD represented the major 
SIDS-related development in 2002. The adoption of the Johannesburg Declaration 
on Sustainable Development and the Plan of Implementation at the WSSD, and 
the considerable attention directed within these documents, to the Millennium 
Development Goals, is viewed as imparting a greater degree of focus to the 
implementation of Agenda 21 and the SIDS POA. A re-engineered context has in 
effect been provided for the implementation process.

• 2003-2004: Two major activities dominate the Caribbean subregional scenario in
the context of the SIDS Programme of Action and its further implementation. 
The first relates to the development of a further revised JWP, while the second is 
in respect of preparations for SIDS + 10. The development of the further revised 
JWP affords the opportunity to Caribbean SIDS, among others, to take into 
account, the outcomes of the WSSD, in particular Section VII of the WSSD Plan 
of Implementation.

Following the presentation by the secretariat, a number of country delegations, as well as 
representatives of regional and international agencies, commented on the subregional process of 
implementation of the SIDS POA, highlighting aspects of their respective experiences. The 
Director of the ECLAC Subregional Headquarters for the Caribbean requested a range of inputs 
from delegations, such as would facilitate the completion of the draft document.

In particular, information was lacking in respect of the more recent implementation of the 
POA at the national level. It was also the desire of the secretariat to incorporate the subregional 
experience in the execution of projects falling under all chapters of the POA, in addition to those 
social and economic aspects that had been more recently incorporated to constitute a paradigm 
for comprehensive sustainable development.

A number of delegations indicated that the relevant information would be forthcoming 
through the completion and return of the questionnaire that had been circulated by the secretariat. 
Other interventions were directed to the identification of shortcomings of the process with 
reference to elements of concern which had not been incorporated into the process to date. 
Delegations were urged to furnish the secretariat with their completed questionnaires at the 
earliest opportunity.
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Agenda item 5:
Updated Joint Work Programme towards the 

further implementation of the SIDS Programme of Action 
in the Caribbean, taking into account, inter alia, 

the outcomes of the World Summit on Sustainable Development 
and the Millennium Development Goals

The secretariat drew the meeting’s attention to document SIDS/IACG/3, Updating of the 
Joint Work Programme towards the further implementation of the SIDS Programme of Action in 
the Caribbean, taking into account, inter alia, the outcomes of the World Summit on Sustainable 
Development and the Millennium Development Goals. Providing the context for the treatment 
of this item, attention was also drawn to document SIDS/IACG/1, Framework for 
implementation of the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) in the small island 
developing States of the Caribbean subregion. Attention was also drawn to the presentation made 
under Item 1, Implementation of the SIDS Programme of Action in the Caribbean: A conceptual 
approach.

Delegations were also urged to bear in mind the experience of the subregion in the 
implementation of the SIDS POA, to date, which is set out in the document, Review of the 
implementation of the Programme of Action for the Sustainable Development of Small Island 
Developing States in the Caribbean subregion, 1994-2004, (SIDS/IACG/2), which is discussed 
under item 4 of the meeting’s agenda.

In summarizing the process envisaged for the adoption of a further updated JWP, the 
secretariat pointed to the need to incorporate four main elements, namely: the outstanding 
activities identified in the JWP that had been adopted in 2001 to the extent that they remained 
relevant; the recommendations of Caribbean SIDS and of the regional and international agencies 
members of the IACG, as reflected in the responses to the questionnaire earlier administered by 
the ECLAC Subregional Headquarters for the Caribbean; elements extrapolated from the WSSD 
Plan of Implementation, with particular reference to Section VII of that document; and proposals 
articulated during the consideration of the present agenda item.

In the course of the development of a further revised JWP, and building on the 
discussions that took place under the preceding agenda item, a number of elements were 
identified by delegates for incorporation into an updated revised Joint Work Programme. The 
secretariat undertook to compile a consolidated tabulation of the elements in document 
SIDS/IACG/3, based on comments that had so far been made. This compilation would include 
inputs from other recipients of the ECLAC questionnaire and would be circulated to the relevant 
agencies for additional comments.

Those delegations that had not already done so were urged to transmit comments and 
suggestions to the secretariat to facilitate the development of a further revised Joint Work 
Programme. A number of agencies had independently undertaken to provide the secretariat with 
further suggestions in this regard.
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Agenda item 6
Other matters

No issues were raised under this agenda item.

Agenda item 7 
Adoption of the report

Delegations endorsed the portion of the report that they had the opportunity to examine 
and agreed that the document would be finalized by the secretariat and disseminated, allowing 
delegations a period of two weeks to submit comments.

Agenda item 8 
Closure

Delegations thanked the ECLAC/CDCC secretariat for convening the meeting and 
expressed satisfaction with the documentation that had been presented. They also expressed 
appreciation for the efforts of Director, Len Ishmael, in directly intervening in issues concerning 
SIDS and assisting governments over the years to overcome constraints to advance the 
recognition of SIDS. Delegations reiterated the need for improved collaboration among regional 
agencies involved in the implementation of the SIDS POA.

The representative of Antigua and Barbuda, on behalf of other delegations present, 
expressed the view that through the efficient work of the ECLAC/CDCC secretariat, Caribbean 
SIDS were currently in a better position than before.

The Director of the ECLAC/CDCC secretariat thanked delegates for their participation 
and for the kind sentiments that had been conveyed with respect to her performance over the 
years. The Chairman then brought the meeting to a close.
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Michael. Tel: 246-431-2255; fax: 246-429-6652/228-0838; e-mail: barbados@foreign.gov.bb; 
mdegia@foreign.gov.bb

CUBA
Representative
Mr. Pablo Berti Oliva, Officer, Multilateral Affairs Division, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Calzada 360, 
Vedado, Havana. Tel: 537-830-9976; Fax: 537-832-1871; e-mail: paberti@minrex.gov.cu

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC
Representative
Dr. Leonardo Abreu Padilla, Embajador, Encargado del Departamento de Asuntos Económicos, 
Secretaría de Estado de Relaciones Exteriores, Ave. Independencia, No.752, Santo Domingo. Tel: 809
535-6280 Ext. 2304; fax: 809-535-0133; e-mail: abreupadilla@hotmail.com; aabreu@serex.gov.do

GUYANA
Representative
Ms. Barbara Haley, Senior Foreign Service Officer, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, “Takuba Lodge”, 254 
South Road & New Garden Street, Georgetown. Tel: 592-226-9082; fax: 592-225-9152; e-mail: 
foraff@sdnp.org.gy.
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JAMAICA
Representative
Mrs. Norma Taylor-Roberts, Deputy Permanent Representative of Jamaica, Permanent Mission of 
Jamaica to the United Nations, 767 Third Avenue, New York, 10017. Tel: 212-935-7509; fax: 212-935
7607; e-mail: jamaica@un.int

Delegation member
Mrs. Andrea Shepherd-Stewart, Manager, Multilateral Technical Cooperation Unit, Planning Institute of 
Jamaica, 10-16 Grenada Way, Kingston 5. Tel: 876-906-4463; fax: 876-906-4465; e-mail 
andrea stewart@pioj.gov.jm

ST. KITTS/NEVIS
Representative
Mrs. Shirley Skerritt-Andrew, Senior Project Analyst, Ministry of Finance and Development and 
Planning, P.O. Box 186 Church Street, Basseterre. Tel: 869-465-2521 Ext 1255; fax: 869-465-5202; e
mail: planningstk@caribsurf.com

SAINT LUCIA 
Representative
Mr. Martin Satney, Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Physical Development, Environment and Housing, 
Greaham Louisy Administration Building, Waterfront, Castries. Tel: 758-468-4418/19; fax: 758-452
2506; e-mail: ps@planning.gov.lc.

SAINT VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES 
Representative
Ms. Giselle Myers, Economist, Central Planning Division, Ministry of Finance and Planning, 
Administrative Centre, Kingstown. Tel: 784-457-1746; fax: 784-456-4230; e-mail:
cenplan@caribsurf.com

SURINAME
Representative
Ms. Chantal M. Elsenhout, Desk Officer, International Organizations Division, Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, Gravenstraat 23-25, Paramaribo. Tel: 597-42-0063/420063; fax: 597-41-0093; e-mail: 
buza@sr.net.

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO
Representative
Mr. Carl Francis, Director, Multilateral Relations, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, “Knowsley”, Queen’s 
Park West, Port of Spain. Tel: 868-623-8056; fax: 868-627-0571; e-mail: francisc@foreign.gov.tt

Delegation member
Mr. Anthony David Edghill, Deputy Permanent Representative, Permanent Mission of Trinidad and 
Tobago to the United Nations, 820 2nd Avenue, 5th Floor, New York, NY 10017, USA. Tel: 212-697
7620/3; fax: 212-682-3580; e-mail: dedghill@trinbago.org.

mailto:jamaica@un.int
mailto:stewart@pioj.gov.jm
mailto:planningstk@caribsurf.com
mailto:ps@planning.gov.lc
mailto:cenplan@caribsurf.com
mailto:buza@sr.net
mailto:francisc@foreign.gov.tt
mailto:dedghill@trinbago.org
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B. A ssociate  m em bers

ANGUILLA
Representative
Ms. Anthea Ipinson, Project Officer, Development Planning Unit, The Secretariat, The Valley. Tel: 264
497-3635; fax: 264-497-3761; e-mail: anthea.ipinson@gov.ai.

ARUBA
Representative
Mr. Merrill E. Robles, Foreign Economic Relations, Department of Economic Affairs, Commerce and 
Industry, L.G. Smith Boulevard 160. Tel: 297-58-21181; fax: 297-58-34494; e-mail: deaci@setarnet.aw.

BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS
Representative
Mr. Louis Potter, Deputy Secretary, Chief Minister’s Office, Government of British Virgin Islands, Road 
Town, Tortola. Tel: 284-468-3701 ext. 2084; fax: 284-494-3549; e-mail: lpotter@gov.vg

MONTSERRAT
Representative
Ms. Sarita Francis, Permanent Secretary, Office of the Chief Minister, P.O. Box 292, Government 
Headquarters, Brades. Tel: 664-491-3378; fax: 664-491-6780; e-mail: ocm@candw.ag.

NETHERLANDS ANTILLES
Representative
Ms. Aimee L. Kleinmoedig, Consul for Netherlands Antillean Affairs, Consulate General of the Kingdom 
of the Netherlands, 701 Brickell Avenue, 5th Floor, Miami, FL 33131. Tel: 786-866-0484; fax: 786-866
0498; e-mail: aimee.kleinmoedig@minbuza.nl

PUERTO RICO
Representative
His Excellency, The Honourable Ferdinand Mercado, Secretary of State, Department of State of the 
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, P.O. Box 9023271, Old San Juan. Tel: 787-722-2121; fax: 787-723-3304.

Delegation members
Dr. Efrain Vazquez Vera, Assistant Secretary for Foreign Relations, State Department of the 
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, P.O. Box 9023271, San Juan, P.R. 00902. Tel: 787-721-1751; fax: 787
723-3304; e-mail: vazquezvera@estado.gobierno.pr

Dr. Waldemar Arroyo Rojas, Under-Secretary for Foreign Relations, State Department of the 
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, P.O. Box 9023271, San Juan, P.R. 00902. Tel: 787-721-1751; fax: 787
723-3304.

Mr. William Mendez Pagan, Representative of the Tourism Company of Puerto Rico, Paseo La Princesa, 
Old San Juan, P.R. Tel: 787-721-1381; fax: 787-724-6082; e-mail: wmendez@prtourism. com

Mr. Jose Raul Perales, Advisor, International Economic Policy, Puerto Rico Export Development 
Corporation, P.O. Box 195009, San Juan, P.R. 00919-5009. Tel: 787-765-2727 ext. 4000; fax: 787-756
6190; e-mail: jperales@promo.gobierno.pr

mailto:anthea.ipinson@gov.ai
mailto:deaci@setarnet.aw
mailto:lpotter@gov.vg
mailto:ocm@candw.ag
mailto:aimee.kleinmoedig@minbuza.nl
mailto:vazquezvera@estado.gobierno.pr
mailto:jperales@promo.gobierno.pr
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Dr. Pedro J. Rivera Guzman, Director of the Institute of Caribbean Studies, University of Puerto Rico, 
Institute of Caribbean Studies, P.O. Box 23361, San Juan, P.R. 00931-3361. Tel: 787-763-2943 (work); 
787-786-7492 (home); fax: 787-764-3099; e-mail: peribera@coqui.net

Mr. Javier J. Rua, Legal Advisor, Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, P.O. Box 9066600, San Juan, P.R. 
00906-6600. Tel: 787-617-3536; fax: 787-722-6706; e-mail: javrua1@hotmail.com

Mr. Manuel Valdes Pizzini, Director, UPR -  Sea Grant College Program, P.O. Box 9011, Mayaguez, P.R. 
00681. Tel: 787-832-3585; fax: 787-265-2880; e-mail: m valdes@rumac.upr.edu

UNITED STATES VIRGIN ISLANDS
Representative
Dr. Carlyle Corbin, Minister of State for External Affairs, Office of the Governor, Government House, St. 
Thomas. Tel: 340-693-4356; fax: 340-774-6917; e-mail: ccorbinmon@att.net

C. United Nations organizations

Department of Economic and Social Affairs (DESA)
Mr. Espen Ronneberg, Inter-Regional Advisor for SIDS, SIDS Unit, Department of Economic and Social 
Affairs, United Nations Headquarters, 2 UN Plaza, DC2-2082, New York, N.Y. 10017. Tel: 212-963
2043; fax: 212-963-4340; e-mail: ronneberg@un.org

International Maritime Organization (IMO)
Lt. Cdr. Curtis Roach, Regional Maritime Adviser, 2nd Floor, ANSA House, Corner Queen & Henry 
Streets, P.O. Box 493, Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago. Tel: 868-624-6159; fax: 868-625-8666; e
mail: adviser@carib-link.net

International Telecommunications Union (ITU)
Mr. Philip Cross, Caribbean Representative, UN House, Hastings, Christchurch, Barbados. Tel: 246-431
0343; fax: 246-437-7403; e-mail: itucaribbean@,caribsurf.com

Pan American Health Organization/World Health Organization (PAHO/WHO)
Mr. Harry Philippeaux, Environmental Health Advisor, PAHO/WHO, CPC-PAHO Office, Dayrells 
Road, Christchurch, Barbados. Tel: 246-426-3860; fax: 246-436-9779; e-mail: philipph@cpc.paho.org

United Nations Development Programme (UNDP)
Mr. Bartholemew Nyarko-Mensah, Deputy Resident Representative, UN House, P.O. Box 625, Marine 
Gardens, Bridgetown, Barbados. Tel: 246-467-6003; fax: 246-429-2448; e-mail: b.nyarko-
mensah@undp.org

United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)
Mr. Nelson Andrade Colmenares, Coordinator, UNEP RCU/CAR, 14-20 Port Royal Street, Kingston, 
Jamaica. Tel: 876-922-9267-69; fax: 876-922-9292; e-mail: unep.rcuja@cwjamaica.com

mailto:peribera@coqui.net
mailto:javrua1@hotmail.com
mailto:valdes@rumac.upr.edu
mailto:ccorbinmon@att.net
mailto:ronneberg@un.org
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mailto:mensah@undp.org
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Ms. Isabel Martinez, Programme Officer, United Nations Environment Programme, Coordination Office 
of the Global Programme of Action for the Protection of the Marine Environment from Land-based 
Activities (GPA), P.O. Box 16227, 2500 BE The Hague, The Netherlands. Tel: +31-70-311-4470; fax: 
+31-70-345-6648; e-mail: i.martinez@unep.nl

D. Other intergovernmental organizations

Caribbean Development Bank (CDB)
Mr. Clairvair Squires, Portfolio Manager, P.O. Box 408, Wildey, St. Michael, Barbados. Tel: 246-431
1653; fax: 246-426-7269; e-mail: squirec@caribank.org

Caribbean Disaster Emergency Response Agency (CDERA)
Mr. Jeremy Collymore, Coordinator, Garrison, St. Michael, Barbados. Tel: 246-436-9651; fax: 246-437
7649; e-mail: cdera@caribsurf.com

Caribbean Institute for Meteorology and Hydrology (CIMH)
Mr. Frank Farnum, Chief Hydrologist, Husbands, St. James, Barbados. Tel: 246-425-1362-5; fax: 246
424-4733; e-mail: ffarnum@cimh.edu.bb

Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA)
Ms. Lyle Barbara Graham, Representative-Eastern Caribbean States, P.O. Box 1223, Castries, Saint 
Lucia. Tel: 758-451-6760; fax: 758-451-6724; e-mail: iica@candw.lc

E. ECLAC

Headquarters, Santiago, Chile
Mr. Daniel Blanchard, Secretary of the Commission
Ms. Miriam Krawczyk, Director, Division of Programme Planning and Operations

Subregional Headquarters for the Caribbean, Port of Spain 
Ms. Len Ishmael, Director
Mr. Lancelot Busby, Economic Affairs Officer, Statistics 
Mr. Radcliffe Dookie, Associate Programme Officer 
Mr. Arthur Gray, Regional Economic Adviser 
Ms. Asha Kambon, Social Affairs Officer 
Mr. Esteban Perez, Economic Affairs Officer
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