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ORGANIZATION OF THE MEETING

A one-day meeting of Statisticians attached to subredional and regional
Offices in the Caribbesn was convened by the Economic Commission for Latin
America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) and held .in Antidua on 4 November 19835.

Attendance

Rerresentatives of the fellowind adencies agttended the meeting?
Eastern Caribbean Central Bank (ECCR)y» Ordganization of Eastern Caribbesan
States Secretariat (Economic Affairs Secretariat)r Inter-Adency Resident
Mission (IARM)s the Caribbean Tourism Research and Develoerment Centre
(CTRC)r the CARICOM Secretariat and the Economie Commission for Latin
- America and the Caribbean (ECLAC). The Caribbean Develoepment Bank (CDR)
could not attend the dheetind, The list of rarticirants arrears in Annex

1I.
Orening of the peeting

Mr. Ly Busby of ECLAC orened the meeting by welcoming the
" rerresentatives and thanking them for their attendance, He recazlled the
mandate given to ECLAC at the sixth meeting of DECS Statisticisns to
ronvene 3 meetind of Redional Statisticians to examine the eroblem of
respondent burden and to consider waus and means of minimizing that burden
on the QECS countries, Mr., BRusby noted the many reeuests for information
that were made to the countries and observed that in some cases the dats

sets were similary He observed that ad hoc reaussts for informstion were

made from time to timer snd would continue %o be medes He thought,
howevery that the meetind could examine usefully the redular reauests for
data and seek to alleviate the resrondent burden wherever rossiblé.

Organization of work
The meeting adorted the following adends!

1+« Introductory remarks.

2+ Discussion of adency reeuirements.

, 3, Discussion of rossibilities of sharing datsz and addusting
schedules., o .

4, DRiscussion of facilitztion of resronses to data reauests,

In rerortind on the data reauirements of the ECCBr  the representative
of that ordanization saw the need for data on 3 auarterly as well as on an
annual basis so0 as.to inform Bank Intellidgence., The ECCB, attemrted to
publish rerorts 60 days after the end of each. auarter,  Data reauired
included series on! 'The Balance of Pawments, Trade bw SITC Sectionsy Trade -

. bw end-use, National Accountss Imrorts and Exports of selected commoditiess

Tourist arrivals: Tourist exrenditurer Adricultural productions Industrial
productiony Central Government financial orerations and prices. Annex I
rpresents the data demand by reriodicity and reauesting adgency.



The rerresentative of CTRC noted that tourism statistics - were beind
rroduced too-slowly,  The fierce competition in the touriem industry nade
it hidhle desirable for the countries to eroduce timely and hidh-auality
‘statistics. The CTRC had ewmbarked on a prodect to wupdrade tourism

statisticse in the countries and to enrich the CTRC’s dota bases It
thereforer had a tourism statistics data base second to none in the

Caribbean, - The basic document used for denerating tourism statistics is
the E/B card with additional data beindg collected throudsh. surveus. The
publicatiohs of the CTRC demonstrate the fact that at base the Caribbean
can be considered as one larde destinations and that tourism planners in
any country can usé the publication to assess their rerformance vis a3 vis
that of othes countries in the subredion. Statistics collected by CTRC
include the following! : ' '

- HMonthly distribution of stoe-over visitors by sexs country of
residences state of residence (U.5, tourists)s rlace of staus
lendth of stays purrose of visit., ) . ’ L

-  Manthly data on Cruise~shir rassenders and other excursioniatsp'

\
- Reom 3nd bed occurancy rates. !

'~ Room caracity by tyre of accommodation,
- Uisitor'ekpenditure.
- Other relevant inforsation, , n

The rerresentative. of the CARICOM Secretariat informed the meetindg of
the Statistical L1braru kert -and maintained at the Secretariats In.
addition to several ad hoc reauests that the Statistics - Unit provideds.
several regular data reeuests were made of the countries. ‘The Nassau Heads .
of Government Conference commissioned. the CARICOM Secretariat to’ monitor
intraredional trader resultind in that important datas beind reauested on 3 -
regional basis, The CARICOM Secretariat aPPraached the countries  in

November to collect intraredionzl trade datz us to the end of Sertember in

time for the writing of the parer to inform the Council of Hinisters. This
. exercise was rereated in late May uhen another data-gathering exercise’
updated that of Novemher. - c ‘ :
‘Arart  from intraredional 'trade statistics,if‘fhé-<follouin§ were
reauested by the CARICON Secretariat, o e . L

. - External trade statistics. for ‘inclusion in- Digest of Trade
Statistics, [ i I L v
- Nat:unal Accounts. o ‘f '  £]§F ;; ;'i-» ;7 'f&

- 4 deneral CARICUH Statlstlcs Blsest; B

- Edueat1on stat15t1cs. ‘ '!: 1.‘ -31 o -

| Arart  from the strict deadlines redarding  intraredionsl  trade

¥'statistic5: the CARICOM Secretariat is flexible on the deadlines for the
- receirt of data, : ‘ !

-



The ECLAC rerresentativer in epresenting the data needs of that Offices
drew the distinction between ad hoc recuests and regular and predictable
" reauests. The ad hoc. reguests will continue a3nd cannot be rlanned for. He
therefore confined the articulation of his dats reavest to regular and
rredictable exercises. He cited the annual economic survey of Caribbean
countries as constituting a mador element of data demandr» and noted that
several other adencies reauested mich the same sets as asked for by ECLAC,
He noted that different dates of demand vielded different data for what are
essentially measurements of the same rhenomena. If data resuests to
countries could be deferred somewhaty this would reduce the rressure on
data rrovision, The ECLAC submission examined the sroblem from both the
surrly  and . demand sides and concluded that the real problem 1lay between
those sides. Ong rossibility of comindg to terms with the rproblem was to
rrovide the statistical offices with the resources (to maintain @

comruterized datas base that would afford data uron demands, The suddgestion
-seemed consonant with that contasined in a draft prodect document rprerared

by the OECS Secretariat.,

In suyreorting the idea of the creation nf data bases» the ECLAC
rerresentative encouraged the sharing of information» bw referrind some
reauests to sreciazlist adencies endgaged in the freauent collection and
Frreraration of certain tyres of statistical dats.

The ECLAC reauest for datz was by and lardge annual at presentr but
reriodicity af reauest would varw to guarterly and monthly as in-house
resources rermitted, The ECLAC renuest embraced the followina!

~ National Accounts ~ GDF by sectors current and constant prices.

=  hdricultural Frbduction,

- Mining Production.

=~ Manufacturing Froduction.,

- Indicators of Censtruction.

= Indicators of errloyment and unemploument,

- Volume snd Value of Externsl Trade.

- Balaﬁce of Fauments.

- Indicstors of External liebt.

- Frices. ’

~ Wages and Salaries. ‘; : o C _f

- Firnancial statisfics.

- Central Government orerations,

= Tourism stetigtics,

P



The I&RM rerresentative outlined the purrose of his Organization as
assistance to the OECS countries in the rursuit of economic develorment.
The IARM helred the DECS countries in their datz collection effortss but:
did not itself collect either primarvy or secondary data, The IARM
representative saw the probles as being one of an inabilite of the

Statistical Offices to. retain staff and thoudht that the rrovision of
microcomputers would not necessarily solve the rroblem of the rarigd
turnover of staff with the resultant inability to service ' reauests for
information. ‘ ' P :

The rerresentative of the DECS/Economic Affairs Secretariat!stated that
that Office was mainly & user of datar but in the are2 of National Accounts
assisted the countries in the construction of their accounts. '

_ " The O0FCS/EAS utilized published data in making its compendis '
requesting ad hoc data as the situation warranteed it. The OECS Economic
Affairs Secretariat would wish to receive with varying dedrees of

reriodicitys the followind? ‘ ‘

~ Trade data (includinﬁ ﬁirectioh of Trade)ﬂ

- Socio Economic data.

- National Accounts data.
such as arrpear in its Annual Digest.

The discussion that followed the sresentations idemtified the need to-
crezte a2 carability to resrond te resuests for data, The meetindg at the
same time adreed that every attemrt should be made to co-ordinate dats
"reauests, In this context the subJect of dats banks was discussedr and the

desirability of .sharing information was underlined, The partieipants.
adreed that in view of the size of the data reeuests and the shortage of

. human resources in the countriess -computer hardware and one rost of

Information Officer should be . provided in each country to wmanade a
computerized -data base that would facilitate the tasks of updating series
and  rmrovidinsg hardcory, "The Information Officer need not - he 2
rrofessionaly but should be surervised by a rrofessional officer. . It was
thought that .the man-machine factor mix would : confront: ° erabably
adeauateluyy the- rroblem of manrower shortage in the face of multirle
reauests for data, - I T

! L L

The meeting was informed of a draft rrodect document that -had. been
rrerared by the DECS Secretariat, That document addressed the euestions of
restructuring of 4the national statisticsl offices and . the. srovision of
- resources to mrrocess overseas trade datz as well as other elements of the
dats outrul of the national statistical offices. The meeting adreed that
~.in view of the prorosals zs contzined in the draft prodect documentr ' the
. document should be strendgthened to secure the computer hardware and the
restructuring of nationasl statistical offices, ‘ '



The meetind advised that in order to ensure maximum. rortability of
softuares the countries should acauire exactly the same ture of
microcomruter hardware. It was the view of the meeting that with the
srovision of microcomruters and information officesy the statistical
offices could rass easily to the stade of making some published @naluysis of
the datz eproduceds thereby increasing their usefulness and razising their

imade,



annex I

SUHHARY OF REGULAR AND FORESEEN DATA REOUESTS

BY PERIOBICITY -

(A=Annuals O=0uarterlus M= Hunthls)
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Externzl trade by SITC Section
Irtra-CARICOM trade bu SITC.
Section

External trade by Broad
Economic Catedory

Exrort of ma3in commodities

Volume and VYalue indexes of trade -

Balance of Pavments
GDP by sector of oridin -
Current prices
- GDP by sector of oridin -
Constant rrices
Indicators of Adricultural
rroduction
Indicators of Mining production
Indicators of Manufacturind
rroduction
Indicators of Construection
Retazil Price Index
Indicators of Ewmelouvment/
Unemrlovment -

Indicators of Wades and Salaries

tonetory BRalance

- Central Government Revenue and
_Expenditure )
Indicators of Externazl Debt

Anzlusis of Loans Outstandlns by

Sector
Analusis of stauover fourist
arrivals by}
Country of Residence
State of Residence
Lendgih of Stay
Place of staw
Purrose of visit
Number of Cruiseshir
passender arrivals
Number of other excursionist
.. arrivals
Roor occurancy rates
Bed occurancu rates
Room caracity by ture of
Acconmodation :
Visitor exrenditure
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“Annex II- o
LIST OF PARTICIPATING AGENCIES

Ordanization of Eastern Caribbesn States (DECS)
Ms. Yolanda Goodwins Senior Statisticians OECS/EAS.

Eastern Caribbean Central Bank (ECCR)
Ms. Jackie Ferrachos Economists Research Derartment.

Caribbean Tourism Research and Develorment Centre (CTRC)
Mre H. Arles Soberss Tourism Statistics Sreecialist,

Inter-Adency Resident MHission (IARM)
Mr. Ruben Cobass 0AS Econmic Statisticians IARH,

Caribbean Community Secretarist (CARICOM)
Mrs. Carol FPauls Chiefs Statistics Section.

ECLAC SYSTEM
, \
Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC)
Mr. Lancelot Busby:s Economic Affairs Officer (Statisties).
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