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-~ A. BACKGROUND -

The United Nations Water Conference was held in Mar del Plata,
Argentina, from 1% to 25 March 1977. Its report is contained in
document E/Conf.70/29. . ‘ _

The recommendations and resolutions of the Conference, based on
those approved at preparatory meetings organized by the Regional
Commissions, make up what is known as the Mar del Plata Action Plan.l/

This Plan comprises a group of policy guidelines and operational
activities aimed at making effective use of water resources at the
national, regional and international levels, in order to promote economiq
and social development and at the same time protect the environment.

At its 63rd session, the Economic and Social Council adopted the
report of the Conference and considered ‘'that the decisions reached at
the Conference call for urgent action". Bearing in mind the
recommendations of its Committee on Natural Resources, it adopted a
resolution calling upon the regional commissions to convene meetings
in their respective areas to obtain the view of the Member States of
the United Nations on the follow up .to the United Nations Water
Conference and on the opportunities, needs and problems with respect
to carrying out the recommendations of the Conferencé:at the regional
level.2/ With the same objective, the Committee on Natural Resources
.will meet at a special session, to be convened after the reglonal
meetings have been held.3/ o

. In the. first of the resclutions referred to the Council also
approved the topice to be given top priority in these meetings. These
topics were proposed by the Secretary-General, who observed that the

1/  The Mar .del Plata Action Plan appears in the report of the United
Nations Water Conference, pages. 6-8l. 1In the present text,
references to the Action Plan and to the Conference should be taken

- a8 references tc the Mar del Plata Action Plan and the United
Nations Water Conference respectively..

2/  See ©/Res.2115 (LXIII), paragraph, 1, the text of- wh1ch is gzven
in annex 1l.
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actual matters to be dealt with would no doubt vary, at least in
éepth; from one regioﬁ to another. . The topics are:

~ Application of the Action Plan for community water supply
and preparations for the launching of the International
Drinking Water Supply and Sanitation Decade (resolution II
of the Conference and recommendations contained in paragraphs
15 to 17 of the Action Plan);

- Action Programme on Water for Agriculture (resolution III of
the Conference);

- Méasures required to increase the capabilities of regional
water organizations so as to promete co-operation . in the field
of shared water resources (resolution VII of the Conference
‘and recommendation on regional co-operation contained in

* section G of the Action Plan);

- Special recommendations for specific regions referred by the
Conference to the regional commissione (paragraph .88 of the
Action Plan and corresponding annex);

- Strengthening of the regional commissions so that they can
carry out their amplified duties in the water sector, at the
intergovernmental and secretariat levels (resolution VIII of
the Conference, on institutional arrangements);

- Technical co-operation among developing countries .(resolution

* VI of the Conference and recommendations contained in paragraphs
99 to 103 of the Action Plan);

- Financing arrangements in the water sector (resolution IX of
the Conference and recommendations contained in paragraphs
9% to 98 of the Action Plan).

In brief, the aim of the Regional Meeting, in addition to
collecting the views of governments on the Conference, would be to
devise and recqmmend means of ensuring as far as possible the _'
implementation of thé neasures considered most important and urgent
for the application of the Action Plan in Latin America, with
appropriate adjustments according to the particular features of each

country, sub~region and region.

/Congidering the
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- Considering the variety and breadth of the matters covered by
the Action Plan (nearly 80 pages of recommendations and resolutions)},
. it would be appropriate: (i) to take note of the action already begun
or planned by governments at the national level concentrating attemtion
on the topics approved by .the.Economic and Social Council, and (i)

. to recommend at the same time the regional and international
co-operation activities required for the application of the Action:

- Plan in Latin America, including suggestions on work designed. to help
CE?AL;;ultiliite central role in the promotion.of intergovernmental
co-operation (Economic and Social Council resolution 2115 (IXIII),
such as: (a) exchange of information; (b) working groups, seminars
.. and courses;. (c) research and case.studies; (d). technical assistance,
‘and . (e) others.

B. TOPICS TO WHICH PRIORITY ATTENTION SﬁOULD‘BE_GIVEN

1. Aggllcatlon of the -Action Plan for drinkinz water supply and
gsanitation resolutlon I of the Conference and recommendations

"~ contained. in paragraphs 15 to 17 of the Action Plan)

The pertlnent recommendatlons, which 1nc1ude the deslgnatlon
of 1980-1990 ae Internat10na1 Drlnking Water Supply and Sanitation
Decade, are qulte detalled. ‘ .

Resolutlon II of the Conference 1nd1cates the follow1ng as
priorlty areas; "(a) 1ncreased awareness of the problem- (b) commitment
of national governments to provzde all people with water of safe
quallty and adequate quantlty and ba51c sanltary fac111t1es by 1990,
accordlng pr1or1ty to the poor and less pr1v11eged and to watervacarce

areas, ‘and (c) 1arger allocations to this sector from the total
-resources available for general economlc and soclal development"
Also included are: expanding the resources for staff tralnlng,
increasing contributions of national, international and bilateral
financial resources on more favourable conditions; providing communities
with effective. education on domestic hygiene, and,nwakening their
interest and achieving their participation in the various phases of
the programme.

- /The 30th




The 3%0th World Health Assembly (Geneva, May 1977), adopted the
resolution given in Annex 1 (WHA.30.33) in this connexion. The World
Health Organization has thus already begun activities to assist in
‘applying resolution II of the Conference.

With regard to the target laid down in the Action Plan to
"provide all people with water of safe quality and adequate quantity
and basic sanitary facilities by 1990..." it should be recalled that
the matter has been under analysis in the region since 1963 at the
special meetings of the Ministérs of Health of the Americas, and that
the following recommendations of the Thirad Special Meeting (Santiago,
Chile, October 1972), are in force for the decade 1971-1980:4/

(a) To provide water services through house connexions for 80 per

cent of the urban population, or as a minimum, to reduce
by 50 per cent the percentage of the population without
this service;

(b) To provide water services to 50 per cent of the rural

' population, or as a minimum, to reduce by,3o per cent the
percentage of the population without fhié‘service{ '

(e} To ﬁrovide seﬁéfage for”?O per cent of thé urban population,

or as a mlnlmum, to reduce by 30 per cent the percentage
of the urban population without this service;

(d) To provide sewerage and other sapitary forms of sewage

disposal for 50 pef_éent‘of the rural pOpulationt or as a
: miniﬁum, to reduce by 30 per cent the percentage of the
population without this service. |

Furthermore, recommendation (e} and paragraph 6(c) of reeolutlon
II of the Conference propose a programme of monltorlng and review of
the act1v1tles entrusted to the Economic and 8001a1 Council and the

World Health 0rgan1zat1on.

Ly Pan Americsan Heamlth Office/World Health Organlzatlon, Official
Document N2 118, January 1973. .

/Paragraphs 5(g)



Paragraphs 5(g) and 6(a) of the same resolution refer to -
financing. If a "national revolving fund" is set up {in each country),
as suggested, it would be appropriate to assign high priority to the
sector:ih the respective national programmes with UNDP, and in . other
programmes:ueing external financial assistance. .

-In‘aaditioh, the Economic and Social Council has requested the
Secretary-General "to make the necessary arrangements for an in-depth
study of the 1mp11catlons of Conference resolution II on communlty
water: eupply and the 1aunch1ng of the Internat10na1 Drlnklng Water
Supply and Sanltatlon Decade...“ and to submlt the results of the special
gtudies called for to the Commlttee on ‘Natural Reeources at 1ts speclal

session.3/ . .

2. -Action programme on water for agriculture {resclution III of the
. Conference and recommendatlons contalned in garagraphs 1 to 21

of the Actlon Plan)

_ Thxe is, the other maJOr aspect of the use of water resources
whlch the Mar Gdel Plata Action Plan empha51zee for its economlo, 5001&1
anq,euv;roumentalﬁ1mportanoe, Resolution III and‘the'recommendations_
referred to are broad iu scope and deteiled in presentation. They
(l.e., an 1mprovement in the eff1c1ency of 1rrlgat10n and the output
of irrigated areas). A

‘Resolution III comprlsee euggest1ons on: (a) phased action
programmes; (b) financing; (¢) training, extension and research,
(a) netional adrisory eervicee, and (ej international programme support.
It includes a proposal for "reporting to the appropriate '
5:.ntergovernmental bodies on progress made on .the 1mp1ementat1on of the
programme on water for agrlculture" (paragraph 12(0)) )
_ -The recommendatlons contalned in paragraph 2l of the Act1on
Plan state that the 1nternat10na1 organlzatlone should assist the .
countries, ‘when requested, in the preparatlon of plane and programmes
connected with the use of water in agrlculture, and also in the '

strengthening of the exchange of information.

5/ See E/Res.2115 (LXIII), paragraph 1, the text of which is given
~_in annex l. '
| /At the



At the FAO Confererce (nineteenth session, Rome, November 1977)
reference was made to the need to follow up the Action Plan effectively
and it was recalled that the FAO had an important.role to play in .
connexion with some ‘of the Action Plan's recommendations, especially - .
those concerning water use in agriculture, :including the evaluation,. , .
developmeﬁt,'management and conservation of water resources .for that
purpose.6/ : S g . S

3. Measures needed to increase the capacity of regional'
organizations ‘working in the field of water resources in order :.

to promote co-ouperation in respect of shared water resources
zresolutlon VII and recommendatlons on re 1ona1 ca -0 eratlon

contained in_ section G of the Action Plan,

These measures concern international co-operation on shared =~
water resources (also ealled "transboundary waters"” or. "1nternatzona1
waters"), The resolution recommends that the Secretary-General sheﬂld
explore the p0351b111ty of organlzlng meetings between representatlves
of 1nternat1ona1 rlver commlsszons for the exhange of experlence. It
also states that "the reglonal commisslone should be called upon to =~
facilitate this’ task at the regional level". The recomméndations on’
regional co-operatlon contalned 1n séction G of the Action Plan are

intended for those countrles whlch share water resources. They do -not . -
1nclude the speclfic recommendatlons ‘far partlcular regions, which wére

referred to the regional commissions concerned (see section 4 below).

The Economzc and Social ‘Council has requested the Secretary-'
General "to make approprlate arrangements for organlzing meetings -
between representatxves of existing river commissions with 'a viéw to
developlng 23 dlalogue between the different organxzations on potentlal
ways of promotlng the exchange of their experlences".i/ In pursuance of
this mandate the Centre for Natural Resources, Energy and Transport of
the Department of Economic and Social Affairs has 1n1t1tated dxscusszons
w1th a v1ew to convenlng a meet1ng of a g:oup of experte representlng :

1nternat10nal rlver comm1ss1ons early in 19?9.

&/ See FAO Conference,inineteeﬁth'sedsoﬁ, C.77/REP/11, Hovember -
19??| P 27. .

2/ "E/Res.2121 (LXIII), paragraph 9{el. . - N
. /%, Speeial




L, Special recommendations referred by the Conference to the
regional commissions Zparagraph B8 of the Action Planu and annex)

In the case of Latin America, these recommendatlons vere based

on the Lima Consensus on Water Problems, under the tltleiﬁctlons at

the regional and international levels - L2: Recommendations for the
United Nations system and other bodies which operate in the region.

The text of the resolution is given for ease of reference in annex 2

of the present document.

In brief, these recommendations urge the contlnuatlon and
strengthenlng of the actlon of the Unlted Natlons system in Latin
America and the strengthening of regional co-ordination between its
1nst1tut1ons and other relevant international bodies. ~The Conference
also reoognlzed the efforts being made by the agencles ‘of the United
Nations system and the dlfflcultles encountered in the field of
co-ordination which affect the execution of their work. -The Economic
and Social Council, for its part, has requested the Administrative
Committee on Co-ofdination and the Environment Co-ordination Board
"to set out in greater detail the administrative and financial aspects
of the proposals formulated in their report".8/ These aspects will
need to be taken into account by the Committee on Natural Resources
at 1ts extraordinary session.)/ ' |

It is therefore desirable that the Regional Meeting should make .
comments and recommendatlons on co-ord1nat10n and co-operation between
organizations at the regional level.

To facilitate this co-ordination and to select the United Natioms
agency which would be mainly responsible for regional or sub-regional
activities in connexion with any aspect of the Action Plan, it might
be considerea'advisable to set up working groups for Latin America

consisting of officials of the United Nations agencies concerned, in

8/ See "Present and future activities of the United Nations system
. in water resources development" (E/Conf.?70/CBP/4), chiefly section.
- III-E, Institutional implications. :

2/‘ E/Res.2115 (LXIII), paragraphs 2 and 3.

Jorder to




order to. promote their co-operation and, on request, to advise the
Subcommittee on'weter'Reeources Development of the Administrative
Committee on Co-ordination.lQ/ _ .

The governing board of the intergovernmental committee referred
‘ to in resolution .VIII of the Conferencen(or'that of_anxﬁotber”body
which might Ee,setiup)_would,review the activities of the working .
groups and might also be responeible for facilitating ano;prometing
the implementation of their recommendations on these matters.. R

Se Strengtﬁenihg'of the regional commiesions to enable'them to
discharge their egganded functions_in the water regources. sector

. at the intergovernmental and secretarlat levels Zresolut1on
7 VIII of the Action Planj '

‘ The wordlng of this item suggests that the Reglonal Meetlng
should .give priority consideration to the followlng paragraphs of

- resclution VIII:

- paragraph (a) which states that at the intergovernmental level
the regional commlsslons should play a central role in the
promotion of intergovernmental, co-Operatlon w1th1n thezr
respective regions;. o L ‘ _ )

= paragraph (d—iii) which reoomﬁends the regionai‘commissions to
assign specific reepon51b111ty in the water resources fleld to an
existing 1ntergovernmenta1 commlttee wlthln thelr structure or,

:-1f necessary,create a new one, and to establlsh or strengtheg.
a8 appropriate, the secretarlat units in the commlsslons ;
dealing with water resources, so that they can serve as the

. Secretariat of the committee referred to; and

- paragraph (e}, which requests the General Assembly to conslder

| providing, as necessary, add1t1ona1 resources to the reglonal '
commissions and other relevant sectors wlthln the budget of the
United Nations. The Regional Meeting would therefore have to

. -

- 10/ The Subcommittee. on. Water Resources Development, which carries
ocut co-ordination with:the se¢retariats of the amgencies involved,
functions within the framework of the Adm1nlstrat1ve Gommlttee
on Co=-ordination.

/consider and




) have been establlshed will it be poeszble to gauge the amount of
o etrengthenlng requlred for the CEPAL Natural Resources D1v151on,
_ “—whlch would act as the secretarlat for the governmental oommlttee
!"'i(or the alternatrve body which m1ght be eetabl1shed).

congider and make recbmmendatione on the strengthening of CEPAL at the

"1ntergovernmenta1 and” secretarlat levels to enable it to carry out its

expanded funotlons in the water sector.

In order to facilltate the formulatzon of the terms of reference

of the possible CEPAL 1ntergovernmental commlttee on water reeources,

-annex III glvee the terme of reference of the correspondlng commlttees

of the Economic Comm1531on for Europe and of the Economlc and Social
Commission for Aela and the Pac1f1c. ' I

Inetead of eettlng up a commlttee, a reg1onal conference on

_ water resources development 1n Latzn Amerlca m1ght be preferred to

be held at least every two or three years wrth1n the CEPAL framework

and to have a permanent and regular character. The 0ff1cers of one"

..session of the Conference would continue in office until'those‘of the
'followrng session were deelgnated, and would act as a lxalson body

between the governments and the CEPAL eecretarlat in this fleld. The

'CEPAL secretarlat would act ae the permanent eecretarlat of whatever

body wae establlshed, 1.e., the commxttee or. the reglonal conference.
Only after a deczezon has been taken on the manner of °

ilmplementlng the f1ret part of the recommendatron conta1ned in paragraph

(d-iii) of the reeolutlon and after ‘the approprlate terms of_reference

.3

It 1s prOV151ohally estlmated however, that the Dlvzeion would

' heed to be strengthened by the addition of ‘two staff members ‘of
professxonal etatus, one 1n grade P#/PB ‘and the other in grade Pl/PZe

Moreover, in order to enable ‘the secretarlat to carry out 1ts new

' taeks (e.ge, convenlng worklng groupe or eemlnars, carrylng out case

etudlee, helplng w1th tralnlng, etc.), it ‘would be neceeeary to declde
on a sum for annual operatlng expenses (1nc1ud1ng poselble travel
costs) and include 1t 1n the regular budget. Unt11 the CEPAL
secretariat rece;ves th1e addltlonal allocetlon 1t can only carry

out the tasks whlch its existing budget permlts.

/6. Technical
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6.. ' Technical to-operation asmong developing countries. (resolution .
.. VI of the Conference and recommendstions contalned in paragraghs

"99 to 103 of the Action Plan)

. )”Paragraphs 4 and 5 of resolution VI concern the reglonal
oommlssions.k the first refers to the presentatlon of proposals for _
the etrengthenlng or establlshment of reglonal 1nst1tutes for training
and research 1n the water sector, and the second to collaboration w1th
UNDP with a view to promotlng programmes of technzcel co-operatlon
among developzng countries in the fleld of water resources. '

These two recommendatlons clearly fall w1th1n the terms of
reference whlch would be glven to the CEPAL 1ntergovernmental committee
on water reeources or to such alternstlve body a8 mlght be set up. '
7+ . Financial arrangements for the imglementatzon of the Actlon.Plan

Aresolution IX of the Conference and recommendatlons contazned

“in paras_gphs 94 ¥o 905 of the Act:on Plan)

: Resolutlon IX and the recommendatlons mentloned attempt to prov1de
an answer to the numerous expressions of concern recelved from the
developing . countr1es about the need to 1ncrease and make more flexible
che flow of funds for helplng wlth the management and utlllzatzon of
their water resources. The recommendatlons cover aspects of both '
national f1nanc1al policy and 1nternat10nal co-oPeratzon.‘

Resolutlon 2121 (LXIII) of the Economlc and Soclal Council 1nc1udes

a request to the Secretary-General to arrange for the preparatzon. 1n
o-operatlon wlth the, approprlate organlzatlons of the Unlted Natlons
system and 1n consultatlon w1th governments, of a study of the most
effectlve mechanlsms for 1ncreas1ng the flow of f1nanc1a1 resources

for the above purpose. The Economlc and Soclal Council approved the
outllne study proposed 1n the Secretary-General's note on the .
recommendatlons of the Unlted Nations Water Conference, whlch in brlef
oomprlses.‘(a) an assessment of the exlstrng mechanisms and ‘the volume
of the flows of funds for dlfferent purposes in the water resources
sector; (b) an analysls of the procedures, methodologles, assessment
criterla, condltxons for loans, allowances, subsldies, etc.; in current
use, and (c) the changes needed 1n the as81stance models 1n order to

/1ncrease the-
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increazse-the efficacy, flexibility .and amount of the resources
allocated.1l/ "It also:decided ‘that the study should be submitted

to the Committee on Natural Resources at its extraordinary sessiomn.l2/-
Work has already begun’ on' this study. =~ -

S

C. OTHER TOPICS CONSIDERED IN THE MAR DEL PLATA.
: , . ACTION PLAN .

. In addltlon to the topics given prlorlty. mention should also
be made of the follow1ng, which, a8 they form part of the Actlon Plan,
mlght be considered by the Reglonal Meetlng together with the relevant
proposals ‘of the lea Consensus on Vater Problems. Alternatlvely, in
view of the extent of the Plan and the 1limited tlme ‘available to the
Meetlng. the latter m1ght instruct the CEPAL 1ntergovernmental
comm1ttee env1saged 1n resolut1on VIII of the Conference - or such
alternat1ve body as mlght be set up - to study the means and -

opportunltles for the1r appllcatlon, adaptlng them as experlence suggests
to the conditions prevalllng in Latin America. - a

This committee would likewise undertake to request, a8 it saw’
fit, the collaboratlon of ‘the international agencles in proaects or
'act1v1t1es of a reg10na1 or sub—reglonal nature.

1. _Assessment of water resources and the1r use (reeolutlon I of _
the Conference and recommendations contained in ragrapns 1 to

4, 11 to 14 and 39 (k) of the Action Plan

The Action'Plan recognizes that "in most countries thefe are

serious 1nadequac1es in the avazlablllty of data on water resources,
partlcularly in relatlon to ground water and water quallty";"lt
recommends ‘that countrles should, inter alia, "expand and extend the .
network of hydrologlcal and meteorologlcal statlons, taking a long

term view of future needs..n“- Mihat they should estab11sh observation

networks and strengthen exlstlng systems and facilities for measurlng"

;g/ ; E/Res.2121 (IXITT), paragraph 9(c) and-(a). =~ L

/and recording
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and recording fluctuations of ground-water‘quality"; fthat they should
standardize and organize as far as possible the processing and
publication of datae...', and "that they should co-operate in the
co-ordination, collection and exchange of relevant data in the case
of shared resources" (see paragraph 1 and paragraph 3 (b}, (¢), (d)
and {j) of the Action Plan). s

The Lima Consensus also recommends related action in ite sections
B and C.1l. _2/

Varlous bodles, both w1th1n the United Natioms system and outside

1t, are collaboratlng wlth the countrles of the reglon in this field.

2. Eff1c1enc in water use (recommendatlona contalned in ara ra hs
5 to 10 and others of the Action Plan5

The concern of the Conference over the need to increase the

efficiency of water use is revealed in various recommendations
contained in paragraphs 5 to 10, 16 (n) and (t) 19 (n}, 20 (c), (&)
and (h), 26 (a), (£) and (h) and 44 (i) of the Action Plan, as well
as in resolution III paragraph 2 (a) and in resclution IV of the
Conference. o o . ‘

.The Conference notes that "1n many areas of the world water is
wasted or used in excess of actual needs". It stresses the dealrablllty
of "framing effective legislation to promote the efficient and
equitable use and protection of water and water~related eeosystema”,
and also of "using pricing and other economic ineehtives‘fo promote
the efficient and equitable use of water™ (see paragraphs 5 and 7 of
the Action Plan), ‘

Among the recommendatlons to natlonal 1nst1tut1ons for. water
resource management it is suggested that they should "enforce clear
punitive arrangements_toAeneourage the reduction o:‘elimination of
contaminant discharges,which do not conform to standards", and tﬁat .

they should "take measures to encourage the use in productive

13/ See Report of the regional preparatory meeting of the countries

of Latin America and the Carlbbean for the Unlted Natlons Water*
Conference (E/CEPAL/1020). ‘

/activities of
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activities of'techﬂologieé which consume little water or which re-use. .
it (aee paragraph 8(a) dnd (£) of the Action Plan)u |

_ : The ‘Lima Consensus also stresses its concern.over this problem
.1n Bectlon C. 2, which refers to the use of water in the di fferent
‘-sectors, and in its section E, which is devoted to agriculture and

livestock. Both sectlons contain specific recommendations.

Ba Water use in other sectors (recommendatlons ‘cotitained in
) raphs 22 to 2 and 20 ‘to of the Action Plan

On flsherles, the Actlon Plan states that plans for the use of
water resources and for terr1torial development should take into
account the use of water for flsherles, in order to 1ncrease the
supply of protelns..." (see paragraph 22).

T With: regard to energy the Actlbn Plan stresses that "... it is
necessary to g1ve attentlon in all cases o' the aduantages offered
"by multlpurpose hydroelectrlc projects that ensure. the continued
enaoyhent of this renewable reaource withoiut serious damage to health
_and the ‘environment" (see paragraph 28).

" on naV1gatlon it points out that "plans for ‘the use of water
resonrces and for terr1tor1a1 development -should take account of the
use of water for 1n1and navigation consistent with other ob;ectlves
of mu1t1purpose development and with ‘special regard to the needs of
land-locked ‘countriés" (see paragraph 31). 1 ., .
‘ On these topics the Action Plan makes numerous.. and detalled
recommendatlons addressed to the countries themselves as well as to
the 1nternatlonal agencies (see paragraphs 23, 24, 29, 30, 32 and 33).
The Lxma Consensus on Water Protlems also refers to ‘these topics in its
sections F and Ge T ‘ '

4, Industyial water use (resolution IV and recommendat1ons
contalned in pafagraphs 25 to 27 of the Action Plan5

The resolutlon notes that "1ndustr1a1 water use is one of the
factors whlch are most 1nten51ve1y conduclve to the qualltatlve
degradatlon of water and 1ts quant1tat1ve reductxon in terms of lts
cverall use'’ and recommends, among other thlngs, the adoptlon of

/policies to




policies to "promote research and development of industrial
technologies requiring the least possible use of water and to
facilitate recycling and even the replacement of nethods entailing
the use of water..." while the recommendations call upon the cogntrieﬁ
to "make an assessment of factors relating to the quality and quantity
of water and industrial wastes as important criteria in decision-making
on industrial locations within the framework of land—use planning"
and "adopt the necessary measures to engure that the use and dlsposal
of effluents is consistent with the requlrements of health and
environmental quality" (Action Plan, paragraph 26(b) and (8)-

The Lima Consensus also contains recommendations on this subJect

in its sections H and I. _ _ '
Se Environment, health and pollution control (recommendations
contalned in paragraphs 34 to 0 of the Action Plani

The Conference recommended the countries, inter alia, to “Recogn1ze

that the range of environmental considerations at present re¢e1v1ng
attention in relation to water projects needs to be expanded in order
to become more comprehensive and include not.pnly physical, chemical
or biological changes, but also the resulting social and economic
changes' and to "Recognize that while monetary values are often
difficult to assign to the benefits of water as a recreational,
cultural, aesthetic and scientific resource, thé benefits are
nonetheless real and substantial, and should be taken into consideration
in the environmental assessment of development projects" (Action
Plan, paragraph 36{(g) -and (n)). o .
Investigations and surveys are being energetically conducted
in this field in some countries of the region, with the collaboration
of international agencies.
The Confefenbe'also cdhsidered that "increased emphasis must
be given to the questlon of water pollutlon, within the overall
* context of waste management" (paragraph 34 of the Action Plan). and
recommended the countrles, among other thlngs, to "conduct surveys
of present levels of pollutlon 1n surface-water and ground—water
resusurces, and establish monltorlng networks for the detection of

/pollution"; gradually
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pollution";. gradually to eliminate "the dlsoharge into the aquatlc
environment of. dangerous substannes that are toxlc, perslstent and
bio~accumulative'; and to "adopt the general prlnc1p1e that, as farf'
as possible, direct or indirect costs attrlbutable to pollutlon _
should be borne by the polluter® (paragraph 39(a), (&) and (g) Of

the Action Plan).

6. Police lanning and managemeint {recommendations contained. .
-in paragraghs‘EI to 61 of the Action Plansh T .

The Conference pointed out that "increased attention should:

be paid to the integrated planning of water manageient™ (paragraph

41 of the Action Plan), and recommended the countries,.among other .
| things, to "ensire that natiénal water policy is conceéived and carried
out within the framework of an interdisciplinary natlonal econom1c,
social and env1ronmental development pollcy", to "ensure that 1and
. and water are managed 1n an 1ntegrated manner" (paragraph 44(a) and
(e) of the Actlon Plan). and also to ligvaliate water-tariff '
polmczes in. accordance w1th general develoPment pollc1es" so that’
"they may be effectlvely ueed as pollcy 1nstrumente to promote better
management of demand while encouraglng better usé of available
resources w1thout eau51ng undue hardshlp to poorer sections and
regions of the community" (paragraph 44(1) of the Action Plan).

It also recommended the countries to "adapt the institutional
framework for-eff1c1ent piannlng and use of water resources' and
secure "adequate co—ordlnaflon of central‘and 1ocal admlnlstratlve
‘authorltlee"; to glve users "adequate representatlon and participation
in management" and to consider "the establxshment and strengthening
of river bas1n authorltles, w1th a v1ew to achleV1ng a more efflcient
1ntegrated plannlng and development of the river basins concerned
~ for all water uses when Warranted by administrative and financial -
madvantages" (paragraph 48(a) (p) and () of the Action Plan).

‘ S1m11arly, it recommended that “a rev1ew of exletlng 1eglelatzon
be prepared 1n order to 1mprove and etream11ne its scope to’ cover

ell. aspeets pertalnlng to water resources management" and fhat

/legislation should
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legislation should define the rules of public ownership of water
projects as well as the rights, obligations and responsibilities and
emphasize the role of public bodies at the proper administrative level
in controlling both the quantity and quallty of water! (paragraph
51(b) and (e) of the Action Plan).

Recommendations on public participation are also linked with
this subject {(paragraphs 53 to 55 of the Action Plan).

The Lima Consensus refers to these same top1cs in sections A.1,
A-2 and A-3.

As the range of interests under this heading is very broad, the
countries may wish to identify areas of particular significance;in ,

order that the international agencies may undertake work on them.
7. Natural hazards

The Conference dealt‘with the control of 1eeses caﬁsedhby
floods and droughts. Tt p01nted out that "with approprlate comblnatlons
of engineering works and non-structural measures, damage can be
gubstantially reduced'. It was noted that emergency measures cannot
be regarded as a substitute for plaﬁning ror as a2 means of avoiding
and reducing the consequences of extreme‘ﬁ&drometerologicallphenomena.
(Paragraphs 62 to 69 of the Action Plan.) A '

The Lima Consensus refers to this-subjeet in section J.

8. Public information, education, training and research |
. Tocovmendations contained in Jeragraphs 70 te B3 of the

Action Plan ' , o

The Conference stressed the 1mportance of conductlng "programmes
for nat10na1 information campaigns directed to all people concerning
the proper utilization, protectlon and conservation of water'; “surveys
to determlne national needs for admlnlstratlve, sclentlflc and
technical manpower in the water resources area" and "tralnlng programmes
ss- to give water management planpers an understand;ng and appreciation of
the various disciplines involved in water resources development and
utilization and to provide professional technical and skilled manpower",
various disciplines being mentioned (paragraphs 71, 74 and 75 of the

/Action Plan).
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Action Plan). The Conference also recommended "that countries evolve,
within the framework of national science policies, a particular policy
for research work in the development, management and conservation of

water resources" (paragraph 81 of the Action Plan).

/Annex 1
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- Anmex 1-
THIRTIETH WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY . . - WHA30.33
18 May 1977

CO-ORDINATION YITHIN THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEW ~ GENERAL MATTERS

Unlted Nations Water Conference

The Thlrtleth WOrld Health Assembly.

:Having considered the report of the Director-General on the
United Nations Water Conference;l . :

Noting the recommendations made by that Conference, particularly
with respect to community water supply and the priority given to the
provision of safe water supply and sanitation for all by the year 1990;
the priority areas for action within the framework of the Plan of
Action formulated by the United Nations -Water Conference; the actions
to be undertaken at national level as well as through international
co-operation; and the proposal that 1980-1990 be designated as the
International Drinking Water-Supply and Sanitation Decade;

Recalllng resolutions WHA29. MS, WHA29 46 and WHA29 47 concerning
dlrectly and indirectly the interests of WHO with respect to the
provision of adequate and potable water and sanitary disposal of wastes;

- - .Considering. that previous mandates of the Organization, as stated
wost recently by the Twenty-ninth World Health Assembly in the
resolutions referred to above, and the ongoing and planned programmes
of WHO in the field.of community water supply and sanitation enable the
Organization, mak:ng maximum possible use of its national collaborating
institutions, to play a leading role in implementing the relevant
recommendations of the United Nations Water Conference, including the
recuest to WHO to monitor the.progress of Member States towards the

 attainment.of safe water supply and sanitation for all: by the 'year 1990,
through technical co~-operation with individual Member States and in

co-operation with other concerned organizations, 1nst1tut10ns and
programmes of the United Nations system, : ' '

1l.. URGES Member States._.

(a) to appralse as a. matter of urgency the status of their
communlty water supply, sanltatlon fac111t1es and services and
their control; : . , —_ -

1/ Document A30/28 Add.2 and Corr.l.
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{(b) to formulate within the context of national development

policies and plans by 1980 programmes with the objectives of

improving and extending those facilities and services to all

people by 1990 with particular attention to specific elements
such aa:

(i) .the elaboration of sector development policies and
plans through comprehensive studies of the national water
supply sector;

{i1) the development of alternative approaches and materials
80 as to suit best the partlcular condltlons of the
country;

(iii) the identification and preparatzon of invesiment
projects;

{(iv) the improvement of the operation and msintenance of
facilities, 1nclud1ng the surveillance of drlnklng water
quallty,

{v) the assessment of water resources, and thelr
'conserva ion; :

(v1) the prevention of pollution of water resources and
spread of disease resulting from water resources
exploitation;

{vii) the improvement of manpower and management capabilities;

(¢c) to implement the programmes formulated in the preparatory
period 1977-1980 durihg the decade 1980-1990 recommended by the
United Nations Water Conference to be designated as the
International Drinking Water Supply and Sanitation Decade;

(d) to ensure that people’ consume water of good guality by
periodic inspections of water sources and treatment and )
distribution facilities, by improving public. education programmes
in'the hygiene of water and wastes, and by strengthenlng the role
of health agencies in this respect;

REQUESTS the Director-General:

(2) to collaborate with Member States in the above-mentioned
activities, including the provision of specialized staff upon
the request of Member States, with immediate efforts to be made
for a rapid assessment of ongoing programmes and the extent to
which they could usefully be expanded to meet the objectives
recommended by the United Nations Water Conference;
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(b) to revise as appropriate the review being undertaken in
accordance with resolution WHA29.47 operative paragraph 5 (4),
with a view to meeting the terms of the recommendation of the
United Nations Water Conference concerning country plans for

. water supply and sanitation, and as a major contribution to the
. preparations for the proposed Internat10nal Drinking Water Supply
‘and "’ San1tat10n Decade; . :

(c) to ensure WHO's fullest participation in implementing the
Plan of Action formulated by the United.Nations Water Conference
and in the actions to be undertaken during the proposed
International Drinking Water Supply and Sanitatbn Decade, in

close collaboration with the concerned organizations of the United
Nations system, other 1ntergovernmental bodles, and

: non—governmental organizatlons-

(a) to relnforce if necessary WHO's longstandlng ablllty, maklng
maximum possible use of its national collaborating institutions,
to play a leading role in the field of community water supply and
sanitation in co-operation with the other concerned organlzatlons
of the Unlted Natlons system'

(e) to’ strengthen collaboratlon with mu1t11atera1 -and bilateral
agencies and other dorors regarding the provision of resources
to Member States in the development of their water supply and
sanltatlon programmes.

i

(f) to study the: future organlzatlonal, staff1ng. and buigetary

'1mpllcat10ns -for the Organzzatlon, and the role it should assume
. in. the light of -the recommendatlons of the Un1ted Nat1ons Water

Conference; and

({g) to: report on developments occurring in the light of the
present resolutlon to a future Health Assembly under ‘a separate

agenda 1tem.

Thirteenth plenary meetiﬁg; 18 May 1977
A30/VR/13
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- RELEVANT RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED BY THE ECONOMIC
AND SOCIAL CCUNCIL

2115 (LXIII). Follow-up to the Mar del Plata Action Plan on

integrated water resources development and

management adopted by the. United Nations iater

Conference

The Economic and Social Council,

. Beariﬁ in mind resolution VIII of the United Nations Water
Conference,lg I

Recognizing the imperative need for accelerated progress in the
investigation and development of water resources, and the difficulties
in the area of co-ordination which affect United Nations bodies in the
execution of their tasks relative to water resources,

Further recognizing the central role which the Commlttee on
Natural Resources and the regional commissions within their respective
regions should play in the promotion of intergovernmental co-operation
in the follow-up to the Mar del Plata Action Plan 2/on integrated
water reasources development and management, as recommended .by the
 United Nations Water Conference, . .

1. Calle upon the regional commissions to convene regional
meetings to obtain. the views of States Members of the United Nations
on the follow-up to the United Nations Water Conference, and on the
opportunities, needs and problems with respect to- carrylng out the
recommendations of the Conference at the regional level; "

2. Calls upon the Administrative Committee on. Cc-ordination
and the Environment Co-ordination Board to develop in greater detail
the administrative and financial aspects of the proposals contained
in their report on present and future activities of the United Nations
- system in water resources developmert,3/

3. Decides to convene a special session of the Committee on
Natural Rescurces, in order to decide on further steps to secure the
implementation of the Mar del Planta Action Plan on integrated water

1/ See Report of the United Nations Water Conference, Mar del Plata,
14-25 March 1977 (United Nations publication, Sales
No. E.77.1I.4.12), p. 78.

z/ E/Conf.70/CBP/4 and Add.l and 2.

I
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resources development; this special sessioni;tg:be'cdnvenéd'after.
the conclusion of the regional meetings referred to in paragraph 1
above, should be of no more than eight working: days' duration and

should take inte account the observations of the reglonal meet;ngs
and the Treport to be prepared as requested in paragraph 2 above; -

4, ¢Calis upon the Committee on Natural Resources to provide
for continued intergovernmenatl review and oversight of the follow-
up to the United Nations Water Conferemce by the 1nternat10na1
organlzations concerned 1n the fleld of water,. :

2085th plenary meetlng
T T 4 Rugust 1977
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2121 (LXIII). Report of the United Nations Water Conference

The Economic and Social Council,

Recallingréeneral Assembly resolution 3513 (XXX) of 15 December
1975 and Council resolution 1979 (LIX) of 31 July 1975,

Recalling further General Assembly resolutions 3201 (S-VI) and
3202 (S-VI} of 1 May 1974, containing the Declaration and the Programme
of Action on the Establishment 'of a New International Economic Order,
3281 (XXIX) of 12 December 1974, containing the Charter of Economic
Rights and Duties of States, and 3362 (S-VII) of 16 September 1975 on
development and international economic co-operation,

Noting that the United Nations Water Conference held at Mar del
Plata, Argentina, from 14 to 25 March 1977 took far-reaching decisions
on the entire spectrum of the management and development of water
resources, covering such aspects as the assessment of water resources,
use and efficiency in different aspects, environment, health and
pollution control, planning, management and institutional aspects,
water legislation, education, training and research, and regional and
international co-operation,

Considerins that the decisions reached at the Conference call
for urgent action and taking into account the provisions of Council
resolution 2115 (LXIII),

1. Approves the report of the United Nations Water Conference &/
containing the Mar del Flata Action Plan 2/ and the other decisions
reached at the Conference;

2. Expresses its gratitude to the Government and pecple of
Argentina for making possible the holding of the Conference and for

their generous hospitality:

3. Expresses its appreciation to the Secretary~Gemeral of the

Conference for the efficient preparation and organization of the
Conference;

L. Urges Member States and all organizations of the United Nations
system to take intensified and sustained action for the implementation
of the decisions reached at the Conference;

1/ Report of the United Nations Water Conference, Mar del Plata,
14-25 March 1977 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.77.
II.A.12).

2/ Ibid., chap. I.
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5. Recommends to the General Assembly that it should approve the
Mar del Plata Action Plan and the other decisions reached at the
Conference, and give due prlorlty to the measures needed to 1mplement
them; - .

6. Recommends that Governments should consider, where necessary,
the desirability of designating national water committees or other
suitable organizations to co-ordinate and monitor the implementation

-of the Conference's recommendations at the national level on the basis
of detailed national action programmes, encompassing areas specified

in the note by the Secretary-General on the recommendations of the
United Nations Water Conference and .follow-up action,é/ and recommends
' more popular involvement in' the process of planning and. aecision-making
towards the formulation of natlonal pollcy, L

7. Inv1tes the Commlttee on Nabural Resources at 1ts special
session convened in accordance with Council resolutiom 2115 (LXIII)
to review plans and programmes prepared at the national and regional
levels and to decide on any further steps necessary to secure the
- 1mplementation of the Mar del Plata Action Plan;

" 8. Approves the- subgects suggested by the Secretary-General in
section 111 of the ncte referred to: in- paragraph 6 above for discussion
in regional meetings and at the spec1a1 session of the Committee on
Natural Resources; - ‘

9. Reguests the Secretary-General:

(a) To formulate, in accordance with the decisions reached at
the United Nations Water Conference, proposals in respect of steps
required (i) to enable the Council, the Committee on Natural Resources
and the regional commissions to play the central role in the promotion
of intergovernmental co-operation, and (ii) to intensify the co-ordination
of activitiee of the United Nations system at the country level under the
leadership of the resident representatives of the United Natlons '
Development Programme-

(b) To make the necessary arrangements for an 1n—depth study of
the implications of Conference resolution I1 on community water supply,i/
and the launching of the International Drinking Water Supply and
Sanitation Decade recommended in paragraph 15 of the Mar del Plata
~Action Plan;5/

3/  E/6015.

2/ Report of the United Nations Water Conference, Mar del Plata,
15~25 March 1977 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.77.
IT.A.12), chap. I, p. 66.

y . Ibida' Pe lii’a - e e e ’ . l... l.., .r'
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(e} To arrange for the preéparation of an in-depth study, in
o-operatzon wmth the appropriate organizations of the United Nations
system and in' consultation with Governments, of the most effective .
and flexible mechanism for increasing the flow of financial resources
specifically for water development and management, covering the elements
gutllned in the note by the Secretary-General referred to- 1n paragraph
above :

(d) “To present the result’ of the special etudles called for in
subparagraphs (b) and (c) above to the Commlttee on Natural Resourcee :
at its speclal seeeion- L e F

(e)  To make approprlate arrangements for organ1z1ng meetlngs of
representatives of existing international river commissions, with a view
to developing a dialogue between the different organizations on
potential ways of promoting the exchange of their experience;

10. Requests the regional commissions to strengthen and intensify
their responsibilities in the water sector and, to this end, to assign
specific respomsibilities to an existing intergovernmental committee
within the regional commissions, or if necessary create a new one in
aceordance with the recommendations of the Conference and with
resolution I (V) of the Committee on Natural Resources._/ and to.
formilate their requirement for whatever additional resources may be
necessary for this purpose; -

11. Further reguests the Secretary-General:

(a) 'To make the necessary arrangements for the co-ordinated
preparation and servicing of the special session of the Committee on-
Natural Resources, which will deal with a wide spectrum of water-
related’ act1v1tles and ¢omplex studies, and to urge the organizations.

- and agencies of the United Nations system concerned with water

' resources deévelopment to participate- effect1ve1y and subatantlvely in
the preparation process;" .

(b) To transmit the relevant decisions of the United Nations
. Water'Conference to the secretariat of the United Nations Conference
- on Science and Technology for Development for further ‘action to ensure
that water management problems ‘and the problems of appropriate
technologies be  given priority attention in the preliminary national -
and regional analysis undertaken in the preparation process for the
United Nations Conference on Science and Technology for Development
as well as by that Conference itself;

é/ Official Records of the Economic and Soclal Councll Slxt -
third Session, Supplement No. 2A 2‘730055 De 6.
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(c) To transmit the relevant recommendations and resolutions
of the United Nations Water Conference to the United Nations Conference
on Technical Co-operation among Developing Countries and to the
competent organizations dealing with the preparatory process for that
Conference, with a view to future actlon and specific objectives in
this area being defined;

12. "Recommends that the Intergovernmental Working Group of
Experts on Natural Resources Shared by Two or More States, of the
United Nations Environment Programme, should expedite its work -on
draft principles of conduct in the field of the environment, for the
guidance of States in the conservation and harmonious exploxtatlon
of natural resources shared by two or more States, S

13. Draws the attention of the Internat10nal Law " Comm1551on,
with reference to Council resolution 1955 (LIx) of 25 July 1975, to
the recommendation of the United Nations Water Conference réquesting
the International law Commission to give a higher priority in its
work programme to the codification of the law of the non-havigational
uses_of international water-courses and to co-ordinate its work with
- activities of other international bodies dezling with the development
of the international law of waters, with a view to the early conclusion
of an international convention;?7

. 14. Reguests the Seéretaryheeneral to report to the General
Assembly at its thirty-third session, through the Economic and Sdeial
Council, on the result of the special se551on of the Commlttee on ’

Natural Resources. ' o ,
2085th plenary meeting
L i August 1977

/4 Report of the United Nations Water Conference, -Mar del Plata,

II.A.12), Chap. I, para. 93 (a), pe 53.

' /Annex 2
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Annex 2.

.SPECIFIC REGIONAL RECOMMENDATIONS 1/

latin America

7. The work that the United Nations, its. speclallzed agencies and
other intern&tlonal bodies operating in the region have carried out

or are carrying:out has. effectlvely contrlbuted to the exploltation

of water resources.,. - . S

8. IT IS DESIRABLE THAT THE WORK OF THE UNITED NATIONS IN THE REGION
SHOULD BE CONTINUED, STRENGTHENED, CO-ORDINATED WITH AND COMPLEMENTED
BY THE ACTIVITIES OF OTHER INTERNATIONAL BODIES.

9; » In partxcular it is recommended that*
(a) Co-ord1nat1on at the reglonal level among the bodles of the

Unlted Natlons system, and co-ordination between them and the other.
international organizations operating in Latln Amerxca and the Caribbean

. should be strengthened;

(b) The Economic Commission for latin America should continue
its work on studies of the optimum and integrated lise.of water with
approprlate and timely part1clp&t1on by professionals and technlcal
experts from the countries 1nvolved- it should include in-its programme
projects dealing with the interaction between water and .the other
environmental components; and it should co-operate with national and
international bodies in the training of human resources;

(c) "The studies on water in relation to the environment begun
by the United Nations Environment Programme, the Economic Commission
for Latin America, and the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization should be continued and enlarged, and further
topies of interest should be included among those specifically studied;

(d) The work carried out on similar subjects by the International
Law Commission should also be continued and expanded;

(e) The Pan-American Sanitary Bureau and the World Health
Organization should continue and strengthen their technical co-operation
activities in the field of the supply of drinking water, waste-water
disposal, and water quality generally; :

- {f) The Joint’ Inter-American Development. Bank/Pan-American
San1tary Bureau project ‘for ‘the supply of water to émall communltles
should be continued and-strefigthened;:

1/ ‘Bee ﬁébort of the United Nations Water Conference, Mar del Plata,
14-25 March 1977 (E/Conf.70/29), pp. 61-63.
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(g) - The Food and Agriculture Organization of.the United Nations
should attach special importance to the. execution. of dralnage works in
agricultural land; - :

(b)- The Centre for Natural Resources, Energy and Transport, in
collaboratlon with the Econemic Commission for Latin Amerlca, should
carry out a study of river transport systems. tak1ng 1nto account the
interests of the countries whlch'share navigable. 1nternat10na1 waters;

s« .. (i) International agencies such as the Inter-American
xDevelopment Bank and the World Bank should increase financing both
- for basic studies and. for plans, feasiblllty studies, projects .and

the construction of necessary works for the exploltatlon of water.
resources, in view of the social benefits involved in such activities;

_ (J) Support should ‘be gzven to the work of the Comlte Reg1ona1
de Recursos H1dréu11cos del Istmo. Ceritroamericano so that it.can -
continue its ‘activities on a permanent basis with an executive .
gecretariat, and the Unlted‘Natlons bodies, especially the World
Meteorological Organization and the Economic Commission for Latin
America, can collaborate with the projects which that Committee may
establish; '

(k) Regional central American programmes for sanitary
engineering and hydraulic resources in the Regional School for Sanitary
Engineering in Guatemala City and the Chair of meteorology in Costa Rica
should be strengthened and organizations of the United Nations should
collaborate in their task through programmes of technical assistance,
exchange with other similar regional centres and the granting of
fellowships;

(1) An inventory should be made of the human resources in the
countries of the region, while training in research and the development
of water resources and exchange of personnel should be promoted in order
to allow first-hand exposure to differing technologies and procedures;

(n) The Organization of American States should continue its
technological efforts to help with the implementation of projects for
the exploitation of water resources, in respect of which it provides
regional technical co-opertion, when s0 requested by the countries
concerneds

(n) The Latin American Economic System (SELA) should be urged
to give priority to its co-operation programmes for regional and
subregional projects for the exploitation of water resources:

(o) The United Nations, availing itself of the experience of the
Centro Interamericano de Desarrollo Integral de Agua y Tierra (CIDIAT),
the Instituto Nacional de Ciencia y Técnica Hidricas (INCYTH) and other
existing bodies specializing in the subject, to carry out research and
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the training of professional, subprofessional, technical and management
staff in the various aspects of science and technology related to the
development of water resources;

- (p) Support should be given to the work being conducted by the
- institutional system of the River Plate Basin so that its activities
may be continued and intensified with a view to attaining the
objectives embodied in the River Plate Basin Treaty;

‘ (q)° The facilities of the programmes of the World Meteorological

- Organlzatlon, particularly the World Weather Watch, should be utilized
“with the view to supporting a better understandlng of hydrometeorological
phenomena in the region;

(r) Through approprlate action by the World Health Organization,
the positive experience gained by the Centro Panamericano de Ingenieria
Sanitaria y Ciencias del Ambiente (CEPIS) should be strengthened,
increased and extended so that, through the establishment of similar
centres, the developing countries of other geographical regions may
enjoy similar benefits.

 /Annex 3
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Annex 3

TERMS OF REFERENCE OF THE COMMITTEE ON WATER PROBLEMS

OF THE ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR EURCPE

The Committee on w#ter Prdﬁléms‘éhall act as the Commission's
subsldlary organ on water problema and shall to this end:

(L)

(ii) -
.. into account their complex character and examining the
.. economic and technlcal aspects of these problems in close

<iii)'

(iv)

()

(vi)

‘(vii)

(viii)

inltlate, carry out and co-ordlnate actxvit:es deslgned to
promote co-operation among ECE member and participating

governments in the rational utilization of water resources
(conventional and non-conventional) and in water pollution

.control'

concentrate its activities on water policy problems, taking

co-operation with other ECE bodies and other international
organizations;, S A N

help arrange the .exchange and diffusion of information and

experience on problems of concern in the formulation and
application of governmental water policies and the exchange
of experts on water problems;. : .

keep under periodic review the present and prospective
situation regarding the utilization of water. resources

-and water pollution control in Europe;

aésist,'atutbe reqpeét>of:a11-EbElmembér and participating

 Governments sharing a particular-water resource, in the

expansion of regional co-operation on water problems;

keep itself 1nformed of the relevant work done and planned
by other subsidiary bodies of the Commission, by other United

Nations bodies, and by other international organizations,

and to take appropriate steps to harmonize international

.efforts and avoid unnecessary duplication in this field;

establish such subsidiéry:organs and‘convene'éuch special
meetings or symposia, study tours, etc., as it deems useful,

~ encompassing in its programme the work.of, the 2d hoc Group

of Experts for.the Study of Concepts and Methuds Required
for Analysing - the Situation and Development of Water Resources
in ECE Countries;

receive, examine and express its views to the Commission on
the periodic reports transmitted on action taken by
Governments to apply the ECE Declaration of Policy on Water
Pollution Control and other reports or studies on water

problems prepared by its subsidiary organs or by the
Secretariat.
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TERMS OF REFERENCE OF THE COMMITTEE ON NATURAL RESOURCES
OF THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COMMISSION FOR
ASIA AND THE PACIFIC ‘

The Commlttee on Natural Resources shall have the following
functions: :

(i) To study, review and evaluate progress in natural resources
development it the region, in particular in the fields of
watery energy and mineral resources develoPment-

(ii) To discuss in depth technical and other relévant subjects
dealing with water, energy and mineral resources;

(iii) To recommend policies, strategies, methods and techniques
for the proper investigation, development and utilization
of water, energy a@nd mineral resources, having due regard
to economic, social and environmental considerations, to
identify problems impeding the desirable rate of progress
in these fields, and to recommend approprlate measures,

- ineluding required tralnlng programmes'

(iv) To promote regional and subregional co-operation in water,
energy and mineral resources development;

(v) To review the activities of the secretariat in water, energy
and mineral resources development and to make recommendations
for the formulation and implementation of the programme of
work in these fields, with particular emphasis on activities
in priority areas as defined by the Commission from time to
time, taking into account the work being doné in these
fields by the United Nations and other relevant organizations;

{vi) To perform such other functions and activities ag the
Commission may request in all matters concerning water,
energy and mineral resources development in the region;

(vii) To liaise as necessary with, and to take into account the
relevant recommendations of, other 1eglslat1ve comm1ttees
.established by the Commission.,

The Commlttee shall meet once every year and take up separately,
but not excluslvely, every third yeéar, the subjects of energy, water and
mineral resources development, and report to the Commission.







